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If  thou  art  borrowed  by  a  JViend, 
Ri^ht  welcome  shall  he  be, 

To  read,  to  study,  not  to  lend. 
But  to  return  tome. 

Not  that  impared  knowledge  doth 
Diminish  learnings  store, 

BntboolLs.  I  find,   if  often  lent. 
Re  urn  to  me  no  more. 


Keep  cleanly,  re* urn  dnly, 

with  the  corners  of  the  leaves  not 

turned  down. 
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We  hare  alfo  a  more  fare  word  of  prophecy  ^  wbertunto  ye  do  well  that  ye  take 
he^t  **  unto  a  light  that  ihineth  in  a  dark  place.     2  Petsr  i.  19. 

To  onderftand  a  proverb,  and  the  interpretation ;  the  words  of  the  wife,  and 
ciieir  dark  Mayings.     Ptov.  i.  6. 
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DEAH   READER^ 

If  thou  art  either  ^  lovei-,  a  favdUrer,  a£>llawer> 
or  a  feeker,  of  our  dear  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^  let  mc 
counm  thee  to  attend  to  the  three  following  things/. 
The 

Firft  is,  to  cleanfe  tby  "uoay  by  taking  heed  thereto 
MordiHg  to  G^d's  word ;  which  cannot  be  done  but 
by  looking  well  to  thy  confcience,  and  by  feeking 
and  praying  for  a  faving  application  of  the  acone*- 
ment,  according  to  God's  new  covenant  promife ;  / 
wiil  be  merciful  to  their  unrigbteoufnejesy  and  will  re* 
wiember  their  fins  no  more ;  for  nothing  ihort  of  the 
blood  of  Chrift  can  make  the  finner  clean  touching 
his  conicience.  And^  if  after  pardon  obtained  thou 
(hoQldeft,  through  weaknefs,  or  violent  temptation^ 
£dl  into  fin,  then  do  as  David  did^  immediately 
&ek  pardon  and  forgiveneis,  left  thou  be  hardened 
through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  and  fo  go  from 
bad  to  worle,  till  the  backflider  in  heart  be  filled  with 
bis  own  ways. 

Errors  and  hereCes  defile  the  mind,  confulb  the 
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judgment,  and  corrupt  the  affc6tions,  fo  as  to  damp 
our  love  to  the  Saviour,  and  draw  it  from  the  truth, 
and  from  the  fimplicity  of  it  as  it  is  in  Chrift  -,  there- 
fore be  earne({  wi©  G[Sd  to  tcjlfh  fi|e^y  his  Spirit, 
for  nothing  but  that  which  is  applied  by  God  with 
power  to  thy  foul  will  ever  keep  thee  from  the  path 
of  the  deftroyer,  f^pport  th«c  m  Ae  fiery  trial,  or 
ftay  thy  heart  in  a  dying  hour. 

adly.  Make  Jiraigbl  paths  for  thy  feet.  This 
work  will  require  much  prayer,  diligence,  and 
UTRtcbfeftofs  f .  hxiU  when, It  is  wUrdMCi:  thmt  fbaii 
kaveinjficmg  mJ^/cJfAloiiiti^  ankLn^  Jntm^tierp 
yfia,:^H  fbdt  "tvdkj^fabf.  end  wkm,  ik(^t^  funnefk 
thoufhalt  notftumble. 

The  AmniniaA  groj^s  at  tbe<:9Qditipnal  pronii&s, 
which  are  ppcuHw  tp  tbie  Uw ;,  and  at  tbpfe  texts 
which  bij5  UnenUgbtencd  Blind  wnftrucs  to  be  ni 
fkvQur  oft.  afid  to:  csalt>  the  fvet-wiU  of  man?  and 
ftumbles  and  tak9s>o&nce  ait  tbe  fov^emgnasd 
good- win  of  Gx>d  in  Chrift  JelvF»  zxid  the.fireneik 
of  his  gnace  in  him. ;  and  alfcr.  at  th^  coven&iit  of 
prbmiie>  which  is.yca  and  amcD  ;  and  at  evtrrf  glD-t 
nous  dodrino  chat  is  cakufat^  .ta  dehafe  thefiaaet 
and  exclude  boxftiog:  Thus  be,  makea  fiefh  hu  arm^ 
and  in  bis  heart  Jtparteth  from  Ged,  -who  wH  Jeava 
him  Hhi  the  dreary  dkfert  snd  banm  heathy,  and  bd 
fballneS  know  when  good  conutb. 

The  Arian  catches  a£  evety  text  which  (peaks  of 
the  human  nature  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  ftate  of  hu^ 
ixufiatioo>  and  of  the  inferiority  of  his  niaahood  to 
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that  of  his  infinite  divinity  ^  and.ibcondddci  Blmtor 
he  no  QK>re  than,  a  cceattire ;  and^  having  made  thia« 
fie  his  Rfuge>  he  takes  offence^  aod  ftixhbks.at  sr. 
tfaonfand  paflagte  of  holy  writ  that  are  exprefiive  of 
has  ETBRHAL  powis.  AND  QOx>REAj3r^  which  isftunii- 
Uihg  at  Zion's  feidodation;  by  which  they  fall,  and 
in  that  way  are  bnokcni  fnared,  and  taken  in  their 
own  crafcinefs>  until  thtfimt  at  which  tbey^  ftumkh 
falls  yfmt  them^  and  grinds  ibem  to  powder. 

•  Some  hold  God  the  Father  to  be  the  only  perfbu 
in  dae  oodhkao,  and  deny  the  divinity  and  perfoU'^ 
altty  of  Chrift^  and  the  perfonality  of  the  Holy 
Gkosz.  Others  hold  that  Chrift  is  the  only  ftrfon^ 
and  deny  both  the  Fatlult  and  tht  Spirit.  Thefe 
take  ihelter  under  every  text  that  fpeaks  of  the 
mitf  of  God^  and  ftumble  and  take  oficnce  at,  and 
wreft^  every  palEige  of  icripturc  that  is  exprefTive 
of  a  trinity  of  pcrfoos  in  the  unity  of  God.  They 
agree  with  John  that  there  is  Oni,  b\it  not  chat 
there  are  Thrbb  in  One,  and  that  tho&  Thrb6^ 
stre  One.  A  trinity  in  iinity>  Or  tbre^  diftindb  per^ 
tons  in  one  nature,  or  one  in  nature,  they  cannot 
make  out  nor  allow.  And  yet  fomc  of  them  have 
been  fo  driven  into  comers  by  words  of  the  plural 
/arm,  fuch  as  Holj  onesy  Dao.  iv»  ly,  24 ;  Let  ui 
make  man,  Gen.  i.  26 ;  Let  us  go  down^  Gen.  xi.  7  $ 
that  d^y  have  been  obliged  to  divide  Cbrift,  making 
him  two  perfons,  human  and  divines  which  buman 
nature  never  had  perfonal  exiftence,  or  it  never  did 
exifi  alone  i  for  it  is  called  a  tbwg.^  sl  new  things 

A3  and 


C    vi     ) 

iiaizbolyibing\  andthusithefe  wife  men,  by  deny^ 
ifig  a  trinity^  have  in  hSt  made,  a  quatemity  \  for  it 
appears  plain  that  John^  by  his  aflertion  of  a  trinity 
of  perfons  in  unity  of  nature^  neither  brings  in  a 
human  perfon,  nor  mentions  a  human  nature  ;  but 
confines  and  applies  it  entirely  to  die  three  divine 
perfons  in  unity  of  cflfence,  or  in  unity  of  efiendal 
divinity;  as  it  is  written,  Uere  are  three  thai 
bear  record  in  heaven^  the  Fathbr,  the  Word,  and 
ibe  Holy  Ghost  ;  and  theje  three  are  One.  In 
thispaflage  the  humanity  of  Chrift  is  not  mentioned, 
nor  is  it  implied  in  the  phrafe  Word  ;  for  the  Word 
was  a  divine  perfon  before  the  human  nature  exifted> 
and  without  it ;  for  John  had  in  a  preceding  pafTage 
declared  that  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  that 
the  Word  was  God,  and  that  all  things  were  made 
by  Him,  and  without  Him  was  i^ot  any  thing 
made  that  was  made  \  which  is  an  abfolute  aflcr* 
(ion  of  the  dillind  perfonality  and  efientiai  divinity 
of  the  Word  ;  and  he  confirms  it  by  afcribing  the 
whole  work  of  creation  to  him,  and  all  this  antece- 
dent to  his  incarnation,  as  follows;  And  the  Word 
vuts  made  flefi)^  and  dwelt  among  us. 

This  is  the  myftery  which  real  faith  not  only  af^ 
fcnts  to,  but  foundly  credits,  cordially  receives,  hum* 
bly  acknowledges,  and  fubmits  to,  as  it  is  written, 
^hat  their  hearts  might  be  comforted^  being  knit  toge-^ 
fher  in  Icve^  and  unto  all  riches  of  the  full  ajfurance  of 
mderjiandingy  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  myfiery  rf 
Cod^  And  of  the  Father^  and  of  Chrift ;  in  whom  are 
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Ud  all  the  treqfures  ofwifdom  and  knnokdge,  Atd 
tbh  I  /ay  left  ofiy  man  ffixmU  hguile  you  wtA  en* 
ticing  wards.  Col.  ii.  1,  3,  4.  This  myftciy  the 
wile  and  prudent  of  this  world  refift,  and  therefore 
God  refifts  thele  proud  ones.  They  oppofe  the  re-^ 
velation  that  He  hath  made  of  himfel^  who  (one 
would  think)  muft  be  the  bell  judge  of  the  mode 
of  his  own  exiftence ;  at  Icall,  a  better  judge  than 
thofe  who  cannot  account  for  their  own.  Thele 
wanton  ones  Iport  and  trifle  with  the  moft  pro<» 
found  myftery  in  all  the  Bible  $  and  by  their  preach* 
ing  and  writing  they  harden  and  embolden  numbers 
of  i)oor^  unenlightened,  unrenewed,  unhumbled,  yn«> 
informed,  young  men  to  laugb  at  and  open  a  wide 
mouth  againft  a  myst£RY  that  is  higher  than  heaven^ 
deeper  than  hell,  longer  than  the  earth,  and  iroader 
than  thejea.  Job  xi.  7,  8,  9. 

Whatever  appears  to  thee.  Reader,  in  the  fcrip* 
tares  of  truth  to  be  contradidions,  or  whatever  ap^!* 
pears  there  in  thy  view  of  things  to  clafh,  fcek  ^dl^ 
dom  from  above  to  reconcile  and  make  plain  thoie 
things.  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord,  and  thy  thoughts 
jbaU  he  eftahlijhed.  If  any  text  in  God's  book  op-» 
poles  any  nodon  thou  haft  imbibed  from  the  preach* 
ing  or  writings  of  men,  ftumble  not,  take  no  of- 
fence at  the  word,  left  God  leave  thee  to  err  from  thi 
V)af  ofunderftanding,  and  ftumble  upon  the  dark  moun^ 
tains.  Be  open  to  conviftion,  neither  hate  the  light, 
nor  fly  from  it.  Be  not  too  proud  to  leek  wifdom 
and  direftion  from  above,  which  is  contempt  of  the 
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4il5ipe  pf^d  ^.  Jilijher  f.eft  or  biaW  on  the  ju%- 
Xf^^^ypsLTUy  or  abmties>  qfaiiy  man.  L^t  G^d  bf^ 
true,  but  ev^-  ptan  a  liar,*  We  have  nfwmy,  jfcj^ 
inumtude^y  whpi  )iJipugh  they'  nekber  bdieye  i<^ 
Chrift  Jdfusj  qr  in  tiie  fcriptures  of  tcuth^  yet  hav;§ 
^th  in,  Socinu^  SjabelUvs,  Anus^  audEUiot,,  wh^ 
never  kn^w  fithcr.Chrift  or  tlicmfelves,  neither  the 
]i^iiiioin  that  i^  from  above,  nor  their  own  igno^ 

mn69<* 

To  make  ftraigH  fstbs  for  thy  feet  is  (o  be  en7 
li^ene4'to  fee;  a  fweet  confiftency  ia  the  word  of 
Cpd  %  to  fee  tkat  nothing  eiTent^.  to  falvation  \% 
leeching  in  thy  faiths  to  have  harmonious  views  of 
faith  in  the  covenant  of  §r$ice*  and  to  feci  tranquil- 
lity  in  thy  foul, 
.  •  Sdly,  Cultivate  communion  and  friendfliip  with 

thofe  who  have  been  the  mod  tried,  and  who  are 

•         •  •  • 

the  npoft  humble,  fteady^  fclf-abafed,  and  expcri- 
rrtental :  for  fuch  are  the  belt  able  to  caji  up.  the 
hkb'u^  andtg  take  up  the  Jiumbling  blocks  that  ma]f 
^  laid  before  thecby  crafty,  defigning,  erroneou3, 
i^  deceitful  mcn^  He  that  walketh  with  wife  men 
fktallbe  wj/e,butt^e  com^aidonoffooUjbaUbe  defir^^ed^ 
J  K  falfc  church  is  like  a  whore  who  keeps /^iai^j. 
She  hath  not  QXiXyJemefeatedat  her  door,  to  callpqf- 
fevers  who  ^o  right  on  their  way^  but  fhc  hath^/V^ 

alfo  to  attend  the  aflfemblies  of  Zion,  who  are  faid 

*«,»■  .     '     "        ' 

IQ  lie  in  wait  to  deceive ;  thcfe  look  after>  find,  out, 
and  catch,  thofe  who ,  are  fimple  and  unwary,  /f 
iefixoy  tbeway  of  their'  paths  9  Jif  in  zaait  for  him  th^ 
.   ' ,  '         ^       '  reproves 
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ImL  Thefey  by  throimj^  them&lves  in  the  way  of 
fiidiiMak  Ibols,  lead  shim  ftra^ht  to  herbmi/e^  ^b$ 
bos  caft  davm  mtniy  waundcd^  and  wboje  gutfis  arein 
ibe  depths  of  Mi. 

Gtievoiis  hath  been  iSxc  (bi^g^es  and  conflifts  of 

my  ibul  fonneiiy,  occafioned  by  the  falfe  glofl^^  of 

tbde  mkiifters  of  faiati,  wfaofe  nocions  hsirc  been 

innbibed  by  their  dckided  foUowers^  aa4  throvn  in 

ray  way  by  them  j  by  which  the  devil  aiwayi  wotk« 

pj  powerfully  t6  make^me  ftunnble  at  the  word,  and 

take  an  offence  at  what  I  coukl  not  compnehend  i 

azid  alliss  devices  were  intended  to  lead  me  into 

idolatry.     What  he  aimed  at  was  to  fix  the  Mj/l 

High  in  the  image  or  Jkmlitude  tfa  many  oil  che^rr^ 

of  my  imagination  $  which  was  npthing  left  than  a 

b^b  thing,  which  exalt etb  it/e^i^ainft  ibekmwledge 

9fGcd\  yea»  ii  is  an  idol  in  emhjOy  conceived  in 

the  imaginadoii.    Somenmes  this  old  crafty  enemy 

of  foub  would  attempt  to  puzzle  me  by  bringing  up 

three  idob  of  this  fortto  reprefent  the  gbrious-  Tri« 

nity,  and  theapu2deme  abolat  which  to.addre(k 

i^gainfik.  this  I  fought  with  all  rby  mighty  well  knbw^ 

ing  that  no  man  bad  biardibe  Father's  veice  cir^/etn 

hisjbape.  John  v.  37,     That  ffrael  faw  ntk  manner 

^f^militnde,,  left  ye  corrupt  your/elves  and  make  an 

image.   Deut.  iv.  15.    And  that  Chriit^  confidered 

^  manj  is  not  an  obje6^  of  divine  worfhip,  though 

God  iocarnatf  ^,     For^  though  we  have  known 

Cbrijl 
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Cbfift  after  theflefi^  yetbenceforib  know  we  bhn  fo  no 
more.     Thofe  who  faw  hiixi  as  man  only  were  not 
CO  call  him  good,  for  no  one  is  good  but  Godrhor 
yet  to  truft  in  him,  or  pray  to  him,  confidered  as 
man.  ^rufi  not  in  man^  nor  in  tbejon  ofman^  in  wbom 
tbere  is  no  help.     Tbou  Jhalt  worjhip  tbe  Lsrd  thy 
God^  and  bim  only  Jhalt  tbouferve.   Now  the  Word 
that  was  with  God,  and  that  was  God,  and  was 
made  flelh,  and  who  is  Immanuel,  God  with  us/ or 
God  incarnate,  is  to  be  worfhipped.    This  I  read 
in  fcripturc.     But  the  devil,  as  I  have  juft  hinted, 
was  working  on  my  imagination,  to  confufe  and 
confound  my  mind,  and  to  lead  me  to  heart  idola* 
try ;  for  I  knew  that  God  had  compared  himfelf 
10  a  fountain  of  living  water ^  and  to  a  confumingfire ; 
and  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  compared  to  windi  to 
either  of  which  no  human  likenefs  can  be  framed 
or  formed.     I  alfo  knew  that  omniprefence  could 
never  be  circumfcribed  in  the  limits  of  an  imaginary 
doDy  as  was  reprefented  to  me  by  iatan  on  the 
thrclhold  of  fancy.  I  likewife  knew  that  eternal //^i&/^ 
life^  and  Iwe^  could  never  be  moulded  into  the  like* 
nefs  or  (imilitude  of  a  poor  earth-worm.    If  I  had 
thojight  thus,  IJhould  have  thought  God  to  be  jufi 
fuch  an  one  as  myfelf. 

All  idolatry  begins  firft  in  the  heart,  by  men  who 
become  vain  in  their  imaginations^  till  their  foolijb 
hearts  he  darkened  \  prof  effing  tbemfelves  to  be  wife^ 
they  become  fools y  and  change  the  glory  of  the  uncor^ 

rupiible 


(^  ) 

ruptiUe  God  into  an  image  made  Uke  to  conuptihle  man^ 
hbrds,  heajlsy  and  creeping  things.  Rom,  I  21,22,  23. 
To  foba/  then  will  ye  Uken  God,  or  what  Uken^s  will 
jt  compare  unto  bimf  Daiah  xl.  i8.  I  further  knew 
that  a  triteity  in  unity  was  far  enough  above  the  rules 
of  arithmetic  5  that  inuioenfity  was  too  vaft  for  a 
vain  imagination  either  to  explore  or  contraft.  Jnd, 
as  Cbrift  afcended  that  be  wight  fill  aUtbings,  (Eph. 
iv.  10),  no  grofs  image  is  to  be  made  of  him  who 
is  the  image  of  the  invifible  God.  Hence  the  three- 
one  Jehovah,  the  eternal  and  invifible  God,  is  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  poor  ihort-fighted  li^  of  nature 
and  can  never  be  known  but  in  his  own  glorious 
rays,  as  it  is  written.  In  tby  Ugbt  we  fee  light. 

Under  thefe  workings  of  fatan,  concerning  the 
Trinity^  I  lay  confufed  and  confounded  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time ;  but  confeflion  and  prayer,  reading 
and  meditation,  were  kept  up  day  and  night  %  and, 
gfer  having  been  thus  exercifed  for  three  years,  the 
ever  blefled  God  appeared,  and  fweedy  delivered 
one  from  all  my  idols,  and  from  all  my  filchinefs  he 
cleanfed  me ;  fince  which  fore  confli&  neither  the 
devil,  the  Arian,  Socinian,  or  Sabellian,  have  ever 
been  able  to  move  mei  for  Butler,  the  worfto(all 
fnares  to  me,  who  is  mentioned  in  feveral  of  my 
books,  was  led  to  fet  up  thefe  three  dolls  in  his 
brains  in  imitation  of  the  Trinity;  and,  as  he  could 
not  make  one  to  be  three,  and  three  one,  he  denied 
the  perfonalicy  both  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Holy 
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phqftV.im^  being' woDderitdi^  dhbliflieid  in  tHs  lie; 
be  Md  jt  fail:,  and  rtfb&d  to  let  it  go«  R^fiHiiig 
ij^e  a(K)ftfes,'wlio  had  £b  fticmiooflyaflcrttd  aphara^ 
hty  ofpctf90%,hthddif3&6nfy  the  icriptures  thateicf 
prfeifed  !the.  unity,  and  couftnied  the  others  to  be  the 
f  ffcjis.  tf  the  apo((Hes^  ignorance  and  biindnelk  And 
lie  ^Sixaiai  that  the  fotore  glorious  Ugbt  which  is 
e^rpo^Qd.  wotiMdeBvti'  die  faiAt&from  the  ignorance 
that  lay  under  tfaeiryaiL  In  thkJie  was  fixed,  and 
is  this.  6t -exulted  and  triumphed,  for,  [  believe^ 
near  or.i)utce  ten  years;  yea,  and  this  he  circulated 
privately,  JCo  all  that  he  to«)d,  and  then  began  td 
poreach'  it  openly^  Wliidi  coft  mt  many  fighs,  groans, 
and  teati..  But,  foon  after  I  had  difputed  widi  hicn; 
add  wiittea  to  him,  onr  the  fuk^ft^  the  fiery  trial 
liriaed  hnn,^  when  the  little  imaginary  god  in  human 
fiia|)e  that  he  had  exaked  in  his  vain  imagination, 
and:  which  He  called  his  God  aiid  Saviour,  ftdod 
hka  in  no  ftead  >  for,  in  that  perilous  hour,  down 
he  funk  into  the  dark  regions  of  black  defpair; 
where  he  has  lain  thefe  ten  years,  and  from  whence 
it  is  to  be  feared  he.  will  never  come  out|  nor  is  it 
iikely  he  ihould,  feeing  be  held  h&  what  God  calls 
a  JfiTnnaiif  berejy. 

.  Reader^  niany  are  the  paflages  of  holy  writ  that 
faayepnzakd  and  perplexed  me  in  the  coi»ie  of  my 
pilgrimage,  moft  of  which  my  moft  gradous  God 
and  Father  hath,  at  diSemit  times,  opened  and  ex* 
jilained  tx>  me>  feme  few  whereof  are  handled  in  this 
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work,  and  perhaps  the  reft  may  come  after.  That 
God  may  blefs  the  attempt  of  his  fervant  to  the  good 
of  thy  foul  is  the  prayer  and  deGre  o^ 

Dear  Reader, 

The  chiefefl:  of  finnners. 


W,  HUNTINGTON, 


Chsrefa  Street,  Paddington» 
March  l^  \79^> 
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cod's  unerring  watchword  to  the  DOtTBTfUL 
SAIHT  WHEN  HALTING  BETWEEN  ^^LOHBRE  AND, 
LO  THERE.*' 

And  ibine  iars  fiall  hear  a  word  behind  thee^  J^ji^gi 
THs  is  the  way^  walk  ye  in  ity  when  ye  turn  to 
the  right  hand^  and  when  ye  turn  to  the  left^ 
Ilaiahzxx.  21; 

Tits  }>rophet  in  this  chapter  defcribe^  a  people 
upon  whom  the  Lord  waits  to  be  gracious,  that  is, 
he  obferves  their  condufk,  confiders  their  ftraits  and 
th)i]bles,  and  fufiers  their  cafes  to  get  defperate, 
with  refpeft  to  human  aid,  that  he  miy  difplay  the 
riches  of  his  grace  when  there  is  no  eye  to  pity  nor 
hand  to  help,  and  that  hi^  ftrehgth  may  be  perfeded 
in  their  weaknefs ;  by  which  means  he  convinces 
them  of  their  fins  and  of  their  infufficiency,  and  fo 
fteps  die  modth  of  boafting,  and  fecures  the  glory 
of  their  falvatiofi  to  himfelf;*  Vcrfe  1 8. 

He  further  mdmates  that  God's  gracious  deli^ 
verance  of  thedi  Ihall  be  obtained  in  anfwer  to  weep^ 
ing,  cryiog5  and  praying.  Yen  1 9.    And  that  for  a 
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while  adverfity  and  opprclfion  fhall  be  their  forrowful 
meat  and  drink ;  yet  that  it  ikaU  terminate  in  fuch 
^  unAuous  and  experimental  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  as  ftiall  greatly  fortify  them  againft  the  fcduc- 
tion  of  blind  .watchmen  and  dumb  dogs.  Thy 
teachers  JhaU  not  be  removed  into  a  corner  any  more^ 
hut  thine  eyes  jhalljee  thy  teachers.  Ver.  ao. 

A  minifter  of  the  letter  (lands  in  his  chains,  and 
in  the  bondage  of  his  corruption  \  and  he  favours 
of  fin  and  wrath,  and  nothing  elfe  \  and  the  (hew 
of  his  countenance  proclaims  it,  and  teftiiles  againft 

him* 

The  prefumptuous  finner^  that  runs  into  the  mi- 
niftry  unlent  of  God,  (lands  in  pride,  arrogance,  and 
falfe  confidence,  and  hardens  and  emboldens  the 
wicked.". 

The  heretic,  who  holds  damnable  herefies,  is  a 
a  minifter  pf  Satan,  and  (lands  in  the  father  of  lies> 
a£luated  and  influenced  by  him. 

The  Armiman  (lands  in  the  flelh^  trufts  in  his  ownr 
heart,  leans  to  his  own  underdandi^,  and  make» 
fiefh  his  arm.  He  is  not  emptied  from  veJIel  to 
velTel ;  he  is  fettled  on  his  lees ;  his  fcent  is  not 
changed ;  he  favours  not  the  things  that  be  of  Go  J, 
but  thofe  that  be  of  men. 

But  the  minifter  of  Chrift  (lands  faft  in  the  Lord ; 
he  ftands  in  the  Lord's  ftrength,  in  his  grace  and 
fevour,  in  his  righteoufnefs,  in  his  tru(h,  in  the  peace 
that  he  has  made,  and  in  the  liberty  that  he  has^ 
proclaimed.    He  (lands  as  his  ambaftador  and  his 
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nomh  to  thepeoplc^  fhining  iil  his  light,  Md  buril<* 
log  with  his  love,  feeking  his  honour  and  glory^  and 
die  wel&re  of  all  his  feed.  For  fuch  fo  live  is  Cbrift^ 
0md  id  die  is  gain^ 

Now  for  God  to  be  gracious  to  ffach  fouls^  to  hear 
tfieir  cry,  and  to  anfwer  diem,  and  then  to  enlighten 
them  to  fee  eye  to  eye  with  their  own  teachers,  and 
that  themfelves  are  built  upon  the  fame  foundation 
that  the  apoAks  and  prophets  were  buik  oh,  and  that 
the  moft  profound  minifter  of  Chrift  cannot  get  into 
fit  cortier,  or  be  hid  from  them  in  the  m3rfteries  of  the 
kingdom,  is  a  blefling  indeed.  But  if,  at  any  time^ 
cfaey  fliould  be  feduced^  or  led  aftray,  then  a  word 
behind  them  (hall  f^  them  right  again*  Thine  ears 
Jbatt  hear  a  wtfrd  behind  thee. 

But  dien  what  is  this  word  behind  us  ?  TH^law  Is 
Called  a  voice  of  words ;  and  erery  believer  Ihould 
endeaveor  to  keep  this  voice  of  words  behind  him> 
and  not  fufier  himfelf  to  be  bewitched  like  the  foolifh 
Galatians,  in  being  led  back  to  it  again*  This  voice 
of  words  blinds  us  when  it  is  before  us,  and  kills  us 
when  it  is  within  us ;  and  therefore,  having  fled  from 
the  wrath  to  come,  and  from  the  mount  that  bums 
with  fire,  from  blackneis  and  darknefs,  we  fhould 
beware  of  the  kaven  of  the  pharifees,  left  they  bring 
OS  back  to  the  law  agcdn ;  for  he  that  hath  got  bis 
face  ZioH'Ward  (hould  keep  Sinai  at  iiis  back,  and 
die  voice  of  words  always  behind  him,  as  a  fpur  to 
ius  diligence,  and  as  a  caution  not  to  look  back,  ;r- 
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mmhering  bis  former  affiiSitniy  and  bis  mifery^tbt 
wormweody  and  tbe  galL 

'  However,  this  is  not  the  word  bebind  us,  becaufe  it 
gives  not  life,  nor  doth  it  (hew  the  way  to  it  as  this 
word  does  which  lays,  lids  is  tbe  way^  walk  ye  in  it. 
For  not  the  law,  but  the  gofpel  $  not  Mofes,  buc 
Chrift ;  not  the  letter,  but  the  fpirit  >  ftiew  the  way 
of  life,  and  the  way  to  life. 

Again,  the  word  of  life  in  the  mouth  of  Chrift  is  a 
word  before  us.  Wben  be  puttetb  fortb  bis  ownfheep 
he  goetb  before  tbem^  andtbefheep  bear  bis  voice  and 
follow  bim ;  but  a  fir  anger  willtbey  not  follow^  but  wHl 
fee  from  bim^  for  tbey  know  not  tbe  voice  off  rangers^ 
This  is  a  word  before  and  not  behind  us. 

But  further,  the  word  of  truth  in  the  mouthof 
gofpel  minifters  fbould  be  a  word  before  us.  It  is 
a  fad  thing  when  one  who  is  called  a  leader  goes 
bebind.  He  ought  to  be  before  the  flock  in  know- 
ledge, experience,  judgment,  and  gifts  i  and  to  lay 
with  Paul,  Be  ye  followers  of  me,  and  mark  tbem  tbat 
vialkjo  i  and  again.  Follow  me,  as  Ifoltcw  Chrift. 
But  to  have  a  paitor  over  a  people  who  is  nothing 
but  a  novice,  or  an  old  woman,  is  one  of  Zion's 
worft  calamities^  As  for  my  people^  children  are  their 
epprefirSj  and  women  rule  over  them,  Ifaiah  iii.  1 2* 
From  which  rulers  and  oppreilbrs  the  good  Lord 
deliver  us  all. 

But,  notwithilanding  all  that  has  been  faid,  the 
child  of  God  often  needs  a  word  behind  bim  -,  and 
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God  fays  he  (hall  have  it,  and  his  ears  fhall  hear  ic 
too;  For  diis  word  is  to  ipeak,  and  to  be  heard, 
when  the  believer  is  turnings  to  the  right  band  or  to 
the  left. 

But  does  not  God  promife  to  lead  his  people  in  a 
ftraight  way  wherein  they  fhall  not  ftumble  ?  Yes  i- 
and  he  (ays.  Let  thine  eyes  look  right  on,  and  let  thine  eye^ 
lids  look  ftraight  before  thee-,  ponder  thepath  of  thy  feet ^ 
turn  not  to  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left.  Prov.  iv.  25, 
06, 17.  But,  if  God  leads  his  people  in  a  ftraight 
path  wherein  they  are  to  go,  and  commands  them 
not  to  decline  cither  to  the  right  or  left,  from 
whence  come  thefe  turnings  mentioned  in  this  text  ? 
For  the  word  behind  is  to  ipeak,  when  they  turn  to  the- 
right  band,  and  when  they  turn  to  the  left. 

The  occafion  of  thefe  turnings  is  the  voice  of 
ftrangersj  or  the  uncertain  founds  given  by  the 
tnimpet  of  blind  watchmen,  called  by  the  Matter  of 
aflfemblies,  Lo  here  and  lo  there.  But^  faith  he,  go  not 
after  them,  nor  follow  them.  And,  though  it  is  true 
dot  the  (heep  will  not  follow  them^for  they  know  not 
die  voice  of  ftrangers,  yet  they  have  at  certain  times 
gained  their  attention,  filled  them  with  wonder  and 
amazement,  made  them  halt  between  two  opinions^ 
gained  upon  their  paffiotis,  zealoufly  afiefted  them» 
got  into  iheir  good  graces,  and  have  been  received 
into  their  houfes  i  and  have  been  often  fwayed  both . 
to  the  rig^t  hand  and  to  the  left.  At  thefe  times  they  > 
foall  hear  a  word  behind  thfm^  J^ying^  This  is  the, 
vay,  walk  J e  in  it. 
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-  Then  what  is  this  word  that  fpeaks  behind  us  ?-*«v 
I  would  alk  thee,  Chriftian,  hqw  the  word  came  to 
thee  at  firft.  You  will  anfwer,  ^^Jt  came  not  as  th^ 
word  of  man^  butj  as  it  is  in  truth,  the  word  of  God; 
it  came  with  power,  in  the  Holy  Ohoft,  and  with 
iTiuch  alTurance.*'  If  it  came  with  power»  then  it 
was  the  gofpel  indeed^  whifh  is  she  power  of  God  /^ 
JalvatUn ;  and,  if  it  came  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  gof- 
pel was  to  thee  the  miniftry  of  the  Spirit,  tobicbgiveib 
Itfei  and,  if  it  came  with  much  a0Airance^  then  it  wa^ 
the  wofd  of  faith  xvhi^b  we  preach,  for  faith  came  to 
thee  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  (he  word  of  God. 
The  Father  ipol^^  love  to  thee,  the  Son  fpoke  life» 
mercy,  and  peace,  and  the  Spirit  ipoke  ^'Abba, 
Father"  in  thee,  and  bore  his  witne(s  to  thy  fonfhip. 

This  word  had  a  fweet  voice  then,  i(nd  it  has  the 
fame  voice  now  |  and  this  word  of  p^ft  experienccj 
which  quickened  thee  and  railed  chee  to  hope  ac 
firft,  is  a  word  behind  thee;  and  the  yoice  of  Qod  in 
it  is  this.  Let  that  abide  inyouwbicbye  have  beard  from 
the  beginning  \  if  that  ^bicb  ye  beard  from  the  be-x 
gining  Jball  abide  in  you,yeJball  continue  in  the  Son"  and 
in  tbf Father,  ijohnil  24.  Rememi^f  fkithtixeLord^ 
how  thou  haft  received  emd  b^ard^  and  held  f aft  ^  Hold 
faft  that  which  tbou  haft,  Ift  no  man  tsAe  thy  qrown. 
Secauff  thou  haft  keft  the  word  efnrf  patience,  Iwi{\ 
keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation.  Now  the  voice 
of  this  word  behind  us  (hould  be  attended  tp  before- 
we  turn  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left. 

The  Galatians  got  into  the  right  way  and  ran  well  1 
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but  they  were  tumedout  of  the  way  tb  the  kfthand, 
whidi  leads  to  Horeb ;  then  the  Spirit  by  Paul  ipoke 
in  the  word  behind  them.    Received  ye  the  Spirit  by 

the  works  eftbe  law  ?  He  tbatmini/hrelb  tbeSptrit'dnd 

< 

werkeib  miracles  among  yn^  Mb  be  it  iy  tbtwcrb  of 
the  law  or  hy  the  bearing  of  faitb  ?  Did  yc  begin  iil 
the  Spirit  ?  Then  walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  ye  ihail 
not  fulfil  the  lufts  of  the  flelh«  This  was  the  word 
behind  thf^m. 

So,likewiie,  when  the  deluded  Ari^  cries  to  to  the 
right  hand,  debating  and  diflionouring  the  Lord  of 
glory,  and  letting  hi^  teifdom  and  knowledge  above 
him,  taking  the  right  hand  of  him,  ftyliilg  him  a  crea-» 
ture,  and  pointing  us  to  an  unincamate  God,  and  to 
feektng  for  him,  not  asjbining  in  tbe face  of  J  ejus  Ojrijf^ 
but  as  fmos^ng  in  the  fury  of  his  jealoufy  in  a  oroken 
bw — ^then  the  word  has  a  voice  behind  thee.  How 
didil  thou  receive  Chriit  at  firll  ?  As  a  man,  as  a  crea-r 
ture,  as  an  empty  name,  as  a  delegated  God,  or  a 
God  by  office,  or  as  a  covenant  chara6ter  without  a 
divine  perfon  to  fill  and  fupport  it  ?  Or  didft  thbif 
receive  him  as  Thomas  did,  and  hy  ^Mj  Lord  and  n^ 
God?  or  as  other  (aints  have  ddnc,  Lo  this  is  our  God^ 
we  bave  waited  for  bim^  and  be  willfave  us-,  this  is  tbe 
Lord^  we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  bisfahation.f  Ila. 
XXV.  0.  The  voice  of  God  in  the  word  bebind  thee' 
is  this  i  As  you  received  Cbrijl  Jejus  tbe  Lord^fo  walk 
ye  in  bim.  You  received  him  as  God  over  all ;  as 
able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft ;  as  a  willing,  fuicable, 
and  all-fufficient  Saviour  i  as  the  proper  objeft  of 
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every  branch  of  divine  worfliip ;  as  the  objtSt  of  all 
your  loye,  faith,  hope,  and  truft.  "  With  him  was 
there  any  diing  mixed  ?  Then  what  wouldft  thou  misc 
with  him  now  ?''  You  knew  then,  whom  you  had  be* 
•lieved,  and  you  was  perfuade4  that  he  was  able  to 
Iceep  that  which  yop  h;ul  comiTUtted  to  him  agunfi; 
that  day.  But  now  you  have  caft  away  yopr  confi-r 
d^nce,  which  hath  fo  great  a  recpmpenfe  of  reward^ 
and  your  affedions  are  alienated  from  him  -,  youf 
(pve  is  waxed  cold,  and  your  tfioughts  of  Chrift  are 
mean  and  low»  apd  you  A^agger  at  every  thing,  and 
arp  at  a  point  in  nothing.  An  enemy  bath  done  this. 
Tpu  muft  return  again  to  yourfirft  bujband^  for  it  was 
better  with  you  then  than  it  is  now.  This  perfualion 
came  not  from  him  that  called  you.  It  is  the  voice 
of  a  (Iranger ;  it  is  an  uncertain  fo^nd ;  it  is  an  un-r 
yrairantcd  lo  bere  and  Iq  tberf  i  go  nof  after  them, 
nor  follow  them.  Attpnd  to  the  voice  of  Chrift  in 
^e  word  behind  thee.  The  Spirft  then  teftified  of 
Jefus  to  thy  heart,  and  glorified  Chrift  in  thee,  and 
his  witnefs  was  bori^e  to  ^y  fonlhip  by  th^  faith  of 
l^m .  By  receiving  Cbrifiyou  received,  power  to  become  a 
Jon  of  God  I  andtl^at  ftfointing  is  trtie^  and  is  no  lie^  tbere- 
fore  abide  in  bim.  They  that  have  feduced  thee  have 
not  taught  thee  as  that  anointing  has  taught  thee^ 
therefore  thou  ncecjpl^  no  fuch  teachers  nor  teaching, 
be^auie  they  have  not  taught  thee  the  f^me  leflbns 
which  that  anointing  has  taught  theCj  bqt  contrary  to 
itf  Te  bavf  an  unStionfrom  tbe  Holy  One^  and  ye  know, 

aU  things :  and^  even  a^  it  batb  taught  yoUiyeJball  abide. 
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in  bim.  I  John  ii.  aj.  Sit  Mne  b^t  wee  moreu  di 
bigbwof^  even  to  the  way  wbkb  tbou  went  eft.  Turn 
agm*  O  virgin  rf  ^OiU  turn  again  to  tbijt  tby  rities. 
How  long  wilt  tbou  go  about  ^  O  tbou  hfukfliding  daugb^ 
tor  ?  fortbfi  lMr4batb  are(Uedanew  tbmgin  tbaartb^ 
a  woman  fiaU  compqfs  a  num.  And  from  that  new 
thing,  from  that  Immanuel^  God  with  ys,  let  no 
man  feduce  thee,  let  no  man  beguile  thee  j  for  the 
believer  is  complete  in  him ;  and  he  that  abideth  iii 
him  brings  forth  much  fruit :  but  there  is  nothing 
but  defidencyj  jbarrennefs^  and  mifery  out  of  hinu 
Now  to  the  faving  counfel  apd  inftru£tion  that  u 
given  us  in  this  word  behind  us. 

Jt  is  thiSj  ^Tbis  is  the  wtrf^  walky^in  it^  wbenyetwm 
to  tbe  rigbt  band,  and  wbenye  turn  to  the  left.  But 
then,  what  way.  is  this  ?  I  anfwer^  It  is  a  way  that  no 
Jowl  knowetb,  no  bird  of  prey.  .  ji  way  tbat  tbe  lions* 
vA^  bave  never  trod,  not  the  roaring  lion  of  the 
bottomlefs  pit^  nor  any  whelp  of.his,  have  ever  been 
on  it.  Job  xxviii.  7,  8.  It  is  bid  from  tbe  eyes  of  all 
living.  The  natural  man  difcerneth  not  the  things  of 
the  Spirit  of  Godj  nor  can  he  know  them,  becaufe  tbey 
are  ipiritua]ly  difcemed*  He  knows  nothing  but 
what  he  knows  fiaturally,  and  in  thefe  things  he  cor- 
rupts himfelC  He  would  fain  \fe  wile,  though  he  bM9 
^rn  like  a  wild  afs's  colt.  But  this  way  is  above 
him;  it  is  far  above  out  of  his  fight  and  out  of  his 
reach.  Tbe  way  of  life  is  above  to  tbe  wife,  tbat  be  may 
depart fronhheU  beneath.  But  this  is  God's  way;  an4 
GocFs  ways  are  not  man'^  ways^  As  higl^  as  heaven  \^ 
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kbcnte  the  earth>  fo  high  are  God^s  ways  aboVeman*is 
Waysj  and  God's  thoughts  above  mail's  thoughts. 
-  ChrUt  is  the  xvay^  the  truth,  and  the  life.  He  is 
Giifs  v)af  upen  earth,  and  his  faving  health  among  all 
waiiais.  Wherever  he  is  revealed^  he  is  revealed  as 
the  only  way  to  the  FaAen  He  is  the  way,  by  the 
iacrifice  that  he  offered,  and  by  the  fatisfa^lion  that 
he  made,  by  the  path  that  he  trod  as  our  forerunner^ 
by  the  door  of  hope  that  he  opened,  by  the  way  of 
life  that  he  caft  up  and  confecrated  through  the  vail 
of  his  fleih,  by  the  doArine  that  he  taught,  b^  diti 
£iith  that  he  hath  finifhed,  by  the  example  that  he 
hath  fet,  and  by  the  promife  of  life  and  gift  of  peaco 
that  he  hath  left  as  invaluable  legacies  behind  him. 
This  is  the  xoay,  walk  ye  in  it. 

The  faints*  path  is  the  way  of  truth,  the 
way  of  life,  of  peace,  of  wifdom,  of  underftanding^ 
of  holinefs,  and  of  charity  %  and  Chrift  is  all  theie. 
I  am  the  truth,  I  am  the  life.  He  is  our  peace. 
I  am  wifdom,  I  am  underilanding.  /  am  the  Lord 
your  Holy  One,  the  creator  of  Ifrael,  your  king.  Ifaiah 
xliii.  15.  This  is  the  true  God,  and  eternal  Ufe^ 
I  John  V.  ao.  And  to  walk  by  faith  in  him,  and 
in  the  faith  of  intereft  in  the  favour  of  him,  b  to 
walk  in  all  thefe,    This  is  the  way^  walk  ye  in  it\> 
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II. 

THE  BBJUIBVRB^S  GARLAND  I(900TEBED  FBOift 
THIBVBS9  AND  BESTORED  TQ  IT^  PBOPB4 
OWNBBS. 

JBi^/  he  ye  doers  of  ihe  ijoori^  and  not  hearts  cnfy^ 
deceiving  your  ownfehes.    James  i.  22. 

This  taty  as  well  as  many  more,  has  had  the 
misfortune  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  thieves ;  thieves 
and  robbers,  who  have  ftrippcd  it  of  its  meaning, 
and  left  it  half  dead  to  its  owners.  I  mean  fuch 
thieves  and  robbers  as  are  aiming  at  heaven ;  not 
by  the  door  of  mercy  opened  by  the  blood  and 
righteoufneis  of  Chrift ;  but  who  are  climbing  vp 
another  way,  a  way  not  cad  up,  a  way  that  is  right 
in  Acir  own  eyes,  but  in  the  judgment  of  God  it  is 
the  way  of  death  ;  this  thievery  is  robbing  Chrift  of 
his  honour,  as  the  only  way  to  the  Father  1  and  God 
of  his  glory,  who,  in  his  pity  and  compallion  to 
ruined  man,  contrived  this  way.  But  will  3  mani 
rob  God  ?  Yes  he  will.  No  wpndcr  then  that  he 
lays  by  the  law  of  retaliatioti,  BeboU^  I  come  as  a 
tinef. 

This  tfcxt  is  applied,  by  the  blind  leaders  of  (he 
blind,  to  an  that  make  a  fair  fliew  in  the  flefh,  to 
iyh,  as  appear  in  a  voluntary  humility,  and  to  thol($ 
who  in  a  {^Hnd  ;e;^l  compais  ifea  and  land  to  makq 
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profeljrtes  Co  themfelvesj  yea,  and  to  all  fuch  who 
appear  outwardly  righteous  before  men.  But,  if  thefe 
be  the  heirs  of  this  text^  then  the  papifts,  efpecially 
the  nuns  among  them ;  yea,  and  the  Jewifh  icribes 
and  pharifeeSj  and  our  Britifh  advocates  for  free  wiU^ 
with  every  other  branch  of  the  bond  family,  may 
claim  it,  for  thefe  all  worki — but  does  God  work  in 
them?  The  poor  and  fimple  among  the  Jews  aC- 
figned  the  kiiigdoqa  of  heaven  to  the  fcribes  and 
pharifees  before  all  others  ^  but  then  thefe  poor  things 
judged  according  to  appearance^  and  not  righteous 
jifdgmpnt ;  for  Chrift  affigned  the  fcribes  and  pha-- 
rifees  to  the  greateft  damnation,  and  adopted  pub** 
licans  and  harlots  in  their  room,  and  faid,  Theft firil 
0Uer  into  the  kingdom  of  God  before  them. 
Before  we  give  up  this  text  let  us  inquire, 
I.  What  this  word  is,  and  how  received. 
2»  What  is  meant  by  doing  the  vford.    And, 
g.  He  that  does  not  the  word  ^  one  that  deceives 
hinifelf. 

James,  this  great  apoftle,  will  tell  us  himfelf  what 
he  means  by  the  word.  Of  bis  own  will  begat  be  us 
^tb  the  word  of  truths  that  wefboiddbe  a  kindoffaft 
frMits  of  bis  creatures,,  This  word  is  the  word  of 
).ife^  fept  home  to  the. heart  by  God,  and  applied  by 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Here  is  the  fovereign  and  good  will 
pf  God  fet  forth  to  his  people,  which  implies  that 
this  begetting  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  himi 
th^t  runneth.    The  begetting  of  us  is  wholly  owiqg 

tp  God's  own  free  will  and  good  pleafure,  and  I9 
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k  ouf  new  birth  alfo.  //  is  not  rfibe  will  ifthefiejh^  net 
fftbt  wiU  efnum,  nor  of  bloody  but  of  God.  And  he 
begets  us  from  a  death  in  fin^  from  a  death  in  law^ 
txA  from  a  death  to  all  the  teal  fervice  of  God ;  and 
to  a  life  of  faid)>  a  life  in  the  Spirit,  and  to  a  lively 
hope,  by  the  reftirre£tion  of  Chrift  from  the  dead 
Httbat  is  out  God  is  the  dod  df/ahatm  s  oHdunfO  God 
the  Lord  Mong  the  iffues  from  death. 

Thofe  that  God  begets  are  called  the  jirfi fruits  (f 
Us  creatures.  But  was  all  the  harvell,  all  the  crops 
of  the  iioly  land,  carried  into  God*s  fanduary  ?  No ; 
only  die  firft  fruits.  Was  all  that  the  fig  tree  or  the 
pomegranate  tree  bore  ofiered  to  God  ?  No ;  only 
the  fruit  diat  was  firft  ripe.  And  does  God  beget 
all  his  creatures  to  life  by  the  word  of  truth  ?  No ; 
only  the  firft  fruits  of  his  creatures.  Thefe  fruits 
are  gathered  from  among  the  reft,  which  are  called 
creatures,  which  bear  untimely  fruits,  wild  grapes, 
&c.  and  are  called  corrupt  trees,  with  corrupt  fruit ; 
and  are  diftinguiihed  from  God's  fruit  by  being 
caUed  the  vintage  and  harveft  of  the  wicked.  But 
do  thofe  legal  workers  fubmit  to  the  fovereign  and 
good  will  of  God  ?  No  $  they  blafpheme  the  counfel 
of  his  will.  Are  they  begotten  from  death  ?  No  ; 
they  are  under  the  miniftration  of  it,  and  ftick  to  it^ 
and  contend  for  their  own  dead  works.  Do  they 
receive  the  word  of  truth,  with  which  we  are  be- 
gotten, in  an  honeft  and  good  heart  ?  No ;  their  doc- 
trines, writings,  (ermons,  and  confeflions,  are  not  the 
word  of  truth,  but  confufion  and  falfehood.    The 
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CrU  fruits  of  his  creatures  here  ipoken  of  were  firft 
tipe  in  the  council  of  God,  firft  ripe  under  the  fna 
of  righteoulheis ;  they  firft  trufted  in  Chrift,  and  arp 
Ac  firft  that  £hall  rife  fi-om  the  dead.  Chrifitbtjirjt 
fruits  of  all,  and  thefe  the firfi  fruits  cf  Gad's  creaturts 
ia  hiixi. 

But»  alas  I  thefe  labourets,  who  labour  for  that 
which  is  not  bread,  and  who  ipend  money  for  that 
tk^hich  fatisfieth  not^  are  lad  eneroies  to  thefe  firft 
fruitSi  redeemed  from  among  men ;  they  contend  for 
the  creatures,  and  cleave  to  them;  they  contend 
for  the  world,  for  univerfal  redemption  \  they  de-» 
fpiic  the  free  woman  and  love  the  bond  i  they  hate 
Zion,  and  cleave  to  Sinai  \  they  lampoon  the  firft 
fruits,  and  affeft  the  corrupt  fruits.    And  furely  fuch 
works  can  never  be  called  doing  the  wardi  for  he 
that  labours  aright  muft  firft  be  a  partaker  of  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  and  be  taken  himfclf  out  of  the 
world,  out  of  the  flcfh,  and  out  of  legal  bondage, 
and  bondage  to  fin,  before  he  can  be  called  a  firft 
fruit  of  God's  creatures. 

Thofe  who  deny  the  fall  of  man,  thofe  who  have 
a  will  and  power  of  their  own,  who  have  a  talent, 
and  a  ftock  of  inherent  grace  to  improve,  can-never 
be  James's  doers  of  the  word  of  truth  j  for  he  that  docs 
the  word  receives  bot|i  the  word  and  the  power  to 
do  from  God.  Bo  not  err,  my  beloved  brethren; 
every  good  and  ev^ry  feifeSl  gift  is  from  above^  and 
eometh  down  from  the  Father  of  light s.  So  that  he  is  a 
debtor  to  grace  for  all  that  is  good,  for  all  that  is 
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pttfoBty  and  for  all  that  he  doesi  and  he  is  laid  to 
receive  thefe  as  gUb  from  God :  and^  if  attthat  is  good 
and  perfeft  comes  down  from  abore,  then  it  cannot 
be  inherent  in  man.  And  fure  I  am  chat  fleflily  per- 
fedion  is  not  to  be  found  among  all  the  gifts  that 
come  down  from  the  Father  6f  Kghts. 

Moreover^  thefe  are  called  God's  gifts,  and  there- 
fore not  man's  llock\  Befides,  die  receiver  of  thofe 
gifts  is  led  to  view  God  as  die  immutable  Jehovah, 
mib  whom  is  m  variablentfs  nor  Jhaitm  of  turnings 
Bdt  this  article  is  no  part  of  their  creed  who  make 
God  to  change  in  his  love,  in  his  mind  and  will,  and 
b  his  gifts  of  life  and  grace,  by  aflerdng  that  thcfo 
firft  fruits  may  fall  from  adoption,  from  grace^  and 
from  the  gift  of  eternal  life^  and  perilh. 

Furthermore,  ibis  doer  of  the  word  is  one  unto 
iriiom  God  hath  granted  repentance  unto  life  i  he  is 
not  one  that  bates  tbe  Ugbi^  or  rebels  againft  the  word 
of  fovereign  grace ;  but  one  of  an  humble  and  a 
contrite  hearty  dut  trembles  at  God's  word.    For 
James     intimates    that    tbis     doer    receives    witb 
meebiefs  tbe  ingrafted  word^  wbicb  is  able  to  Jdve  bis 
JM.     But  then  the  repentance  that  produces  fuch . 
meekneis  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  elder  fon,  the 
fon  by  creation,  the  fon  that  never  at  any  time 
tranfgreffi^  the  commandment ;  for,  when  idatfatber 
find  to  bim^  Go  work  to  day  in  my  vineyardj  be  faid^  I 
gOjfiri  but  went  not.    It  is  the  prodigal,  the  younger 
foil,  who  has  been  manifefted  to  be  a  fon  (ince, 
die  creation,  and  that  by  adopting  grace,  who,  when 
6  his 
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hisfaiber/aid  to  bim^  Go  work  today  m  my  vuufyirit^ 
replkd^  I  mU  not,  but  irfierwards  repented  and  wenti 
renouncing  his  own  will,  and  repenting  of  the  re-» 
bellion  of  it ;  and  upon  repentance  went  and  did  the 
wiUofbisfaiber^  denying  felf  and  fdf-will  too. 

NbW  this  (on  is  laid  to  teceive  witb  meeknefs  tbe 
ingrafted  word^  wbicb  is  able  to  Jave  bis  foul.  But 
why  is  it  called  the  ingrafted  word  ?  In  oppofition  to 
all  fuch  as  receive  it  in  the  head,  in  theory^  in 
word  onlyj  in  thorny  ground,  wayfide^  or  in 
ftony  ground.  And,  in  oppofition  to  all  that  receire 
it  as  the  word  of  man,  it  is  received  in  an  bone/i  and 
a  good  bearty  as  the  word  of  God,  which  is  quick^ 
and  gives  life  i  (harper  than  a  fword,  and  cuts  its^ 
way ;  comes  in  power,  and  makes  all  high  things^ 
'  that  exalt  themfelves  fall  before  it;  it  comes  in  much 
aflurance,  and  raifes  the  foul  to  God  in  faith  i  in  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  regeneration  follows  upon  it ;  it  is' 
received  in  love,  and  abides  there;  and  it  is  tbe 
ingrafted  word,  and  fhall  never  be  feparated  from . 
the  good  tree  that  is  made  good  by  it,  /o  migbtify 
grows  tbe  word  of  God  and  prevails. 

This  is  God's  covenant  with  Chriit,  and  with  us 
in  him.  ^bo  word  tbat  I  bave  put  into  thy  moutb,  and 
tbe  Spirit  tbdt  is  upon  tbee,fiaU  never  depart  out  oftbj 
mouth ,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feed ^  ner  eutof  tbe 
mouth  of  thy  feed's feedy  faith  tbe  Lord,firom  henceforth 
and  for  ever. 

Hence  it  is  called  the  incorruptible  feed,  the  word  of 
God^  that  livetb  and  abidelhfor  over.    And  who  is  to 
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lake  this  ingrafted  word  out  of  us  ?  None  can  but  the 
divine  hufbaodman,  and  he  will  not>  for  his  faith* 
lulnels  (hall  not  fail,  his  covenant  Ihall  not  be  bro^ 
ken,  his  word  ihall  not  return  void,  his  truth  SiaU 
not  pals  away  unaccompfifhed ;  nay,  he  purgeth  every 
fruitful  branch  in  the  vine,  that  it  may  bring  forth 
more  fruit;  he  never  takes  any  away  but  concubines, 
who  are  not  in  wedlock,  baffauxls  who  have  no  chaf** 
tifement,  and  barren  branches  which  have  no  union, 
never  being  made  one  fpirit  with  the  living  vine ; 
but  thefe  ingrafted  branches,  who  have  the  ingrafted 
word  in  them,  their  leaf  ihall  not  withier,  nor  (hall 
they  ceafe  from  yielding  fruit  s  nay,  they  ihall  bring 
forth  fruit  in  old  age,  to  ihew  that  God  is  upright. 

This  doer  of  the  voord  is  further  defcribed  by  his 
light,  his  conftancy,  his  ilate  of  freedom,  and  the 
bleffing  that  he  works  under. 

But  wbq/b  locket b  into  tbeferfeSt  km  of  liberty ^  and 
€entvmetb  therein,  be  being  no$  a  forgetful  bearer ^  but « 
deer  eftbt  work,  tbis  manJbaU  be  bkffed  in  bis  deedL 

James  here  intimates  that  it  is  not  enough  for  a 
man  to  fee,  but  to  feel ;  not  only  to  look  into  this 
law,  but  to  get  into  it,  and  to  continue  therein,  as 
an  will  who  get  into  this  law  aright  i  for  if  they  do 
trrfrom  Uy  tbey  JbaU  come  to  underftanding  again. 

The  bleffing  is  on  thoie  and  only  thoic  who 
are  in  this  law,  for  the  curfe  is  on  all  who  are  out 

of  it. 

But  then  what  is  this  law  ?  The  law  of  releafe,  th^ 
kw  of  faith}  but  why  is  it  called  the  law  of  liberty? 
Becaufe  the  obedience  of  Chriit  to  the  precepts  of  the 
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moral  lawjuftificsusandfircesus  froiti  the  yoke,D^ 
md  live.  The  death  of  Chrift  frees  us  from  the  curie 
of  the  law  J  the  blood  of  Chrift  frees  us  from  the  guik 
of  fin  i  the  love  of  Chrift  frees  us  ftom  wrath,  tor- 
ment,  and  the  fear  of  it ;  and  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  frees 
.us  from  the  fordid  difpofition  and  bafe  principles  of 
Haves;  and  the  reigning  grace  of  Chrift  frees  us  from 
the  reign  of  (in^  and  from  the  apoftafy  of  hypocrites. 

This  man  is  not  a  forgetful  bearer,  he  never  forgets 
the  hill  Mizar ;  nor  can  he  get  from  his  part  and  lot 
in  this  laws  and  fuch  an  one  is  a  doer  rfthe  word  and 
nvcrk  too.  But  what  work  ?  Not  the  works  of  the 
flcfh,  for  thefe  are  fin  ;  nor  the  works  of  Herod,  who 
did  many  things,  but  nothing  right  -,  nor  dead  works, 
for  the  blood  of  Chrift  purges  the  confcience  from 
them ;  nor  the  works  of  the  law,  for  fuch  are  curfed 
in  their  deeds,  inftcad  of  being  bleffed  5  much  lefs 
the  works  of  darknefs,  which  ar?  errors  andherefy: 
and  there  are  alfo  deceitful  workers,  who  walk  in 
crafrinefs,  and  handle  the  word  of  God  deceitfully, 
In  order  to  make  the  heart  of  the  righteous  fad,  and 
to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  evil  doers  ^  but  which  of 
all  thefe  forts  of  workers  are  bleffed  in  their  deeds  ?  I 
anfwer,  None  of  them ;  for  they  than  arc  of  the  works 
of  the  law  arc  under  the  curie,  and  fo  ire  they  who 
are  of  the  works  or  darknefs  $  and  cur/id  be  be  that 
idoeth  tbe  vxark  of  the  Lsrd  deceitfuttj.    Jer.  xlviiL  1,0. 

1  here  are  various  branches  of  doing  in  fcriptures 

* 

biit  the:  doers  themfelves  are  ranged  in  two  clafles, 
and  the  one  is  oppofed  or  fet  in  oppoTition  to  the 
other  by  God  bimfclf.  0  Un)e  the  Lordy  all  ye  bis 
*  'j  faints: 
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JMiiJi  fir  the  Lord  frifgrveib  thefaithfid^  dndflenti- 
fiify  revoardcth  the  frond  doer.  Pfalm  xxxi.  23. 

The  one  here  is  called  a  lainc^  one  fepajated  to 
God's  ferviccy  to  grace  here,  and  to  glory  hereafter, 
in  the  purpofe  of  God  \  and  they  are  called  to  be 
faints^  and  are  fandiBcd,  being  wafhed  in  Chrift's 
bloody  and  renewed  by  the  Spirit :  thefc  are  called 
the  faithful,  whom  God  preferves ;  and  the  other  is 
^froud  doery  who  works  to  be  fcen  of  men,  and 
boafts  of  his  performances,  whom  God  plenlifulfy 
revoardab  for  all  his  pride,- and  for  all  his  doings, 
as  he  did  the  Jewi(h  phariiees  3  and  this  we  have 
often  fcen  with  our  eyes,  when  their  doings  have 
lifted  them  up  in  pride  till  they  have  fell  into  the 
condemnation  of  the  devil,  and  have  appeared 
vagabonds  in  this  world,  with  the  evident  tokens  of 
perdition  upon  them. 

This  doer  of  the  word  of  truth,  who  is  bleflcd  in 
his  deed,  muHbe  a  believer  j  for,  as  before  obferved, 
they  that  are  of  the  works  of  the  law  are  under  the 
curfe,  and  there  is  no  bleffing  where  there  is  no 
faith  I  as  many  as  are  ^  faith,  are  blefled  with  faithful 
Abraham.  But  then  there  are  many  perfuadons  in 
the  world  that  are  called  faith ;  this  is  true,  but  then 
thcfi  perjuq/tons  come  not  from  him  that  called  us.  Abra* 
ham's  faith  we  know  was  of  God,  and  it  was  not  the 
faith  of  univerfal  redemption,  nor  of  univerial  grace ; 
for  though  Lot  came  out  of  Haran  with  him,  yet 
there  was  not  one  called  out  of  the  land  of  the  Chal- 
deani  but  Abraham,  as  God  fays^  look  unto  Abraham 
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your  faibeTi  and  id  Sarab  ihdt  hartyoi^fiitl  called  Inm 
alone,  and  blejfed  inm,  and  ihereqfed  bim.  Therefore 
Abraham's  faith  was  the  fzith  of  God*s  eled,  which 
is  the  only  faith  io  tbi3  world  that  is  of  God,  and 
that  has  God's  bkfling  aanexcd  to  it  ^  and  fure  I  am 
that  the  doer  of  tie  word  in  my  text  is  a  worker  iin 
faith^  or  a  faithful  worker ;  for  whaffoever  is  not  of  faith 
is  fin.  Befides  this  man  is  blefled  in  his  deed^  not 
for  it  \  and  as  many  as  are  of  faith,  are  ble&d  with 
fsuthful  Abraham,  for  all  Abraham's  children  are 
fure  to  copy  after  their  father.  If  ye  were  the  ehUdnn 
rfAhraham,  ye  would  da  the  works  of  Abrahat»* 

But  what  was  Abraham^s  work  ?  Why  the  obe- 
dience of  faith ;  he  cheyed  God  and  went  out,  at  God's 
call.     But  had  he  lights  or  a  talent,  or  a  ftock  of 
grace,  or  of  power,  to  come  to  Chrift  of  himfelf  ? 
No,  the  Lord  called  him.     Had  he  a  ftock  of  wif- 
dam  or  knowledge  to direft  his  way?  No,  heoh^ed^ 
and  went  out,  not  knowing  whither  be  went.  Abraham 
.  walked  by  faith,'  not  by  fight.     Did  he  bring  any 
of  his  free-will,  or  human  performances,  to  God 
for  acceptance  ?  No,  he  came  to  receive,  not  to 
give ;  he  came  into  a  country  that  beflmdd  (rfttrwards 
receive  for  an  inheritance.     In  his  way  to  Canaan  he 
.  depended  on  the  wifdom  of  God  to  direct  him  > 
and  when  he  came  there,  he  waited  on  God  for  fur- 
Acr orders:  and  God  Appeared »  and  told  him  that 
it  was  he  that  called  him  out  of  Ur  of  the  ChaUeet, 
to  give  him  the  land,  and  he  bids  him  walk  through 
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it,  and  he  did  ib  %  and  then  in  faith^  and  out  of  gra« 
titude^  he  builds  an  altar,  and  calk  upon  the  nanie 
of  the  Lord,  the  everlafting  God,  in  prayer,  praiie» 
and  thankfgiying.  God  then  promiies  hini  a  feed 
in  which  he  and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  (hould 
be  blefled;  he  believes  it^  and  God  reckons  that 
feed  to  him  for  righteoufnefs. 

God  bids  him  to  walk  before  him,  and  to  be  up- 
right. /  am  tbyfljiddy  and  tby  ixceeding  great  rewards 
In  the  type  of  Canaan,  he  receives  heaven  in  faith 
and  hope  I  in  the  feed  promifed  he  fees  Chrift  at  % 
diftaoce^  and  is  perTuaded  of  his  coming,  and  em* 
braces  him  in  love  s  and  in  Chrift  God  becomes  his 
^eld  of  defence,  and  through  Chrift  he  is  his  God» 
his  pomon,  and  his  exceeding  great  rewards 

Abraham  lives  by  faith  till  Ifaac  comes,  an4  iA 
him  he  fees  the  nigher  approach  of  his  great  Re-* 
deemer.  He  is  bid  to  offer  him  upi  he  does  it  in 
fiiith  that  God  wa^  able  to  raife  hinfi  from  the  dead. 
God  receives  him  in  a  figure,  and  Abraham  receives 
him  back  again  in  reality,  and  fees  the  day  of  Chrift 
in  the  type.  Teitr  father  Ahraham  rejoiced  to  fee  $fff 
day^  aitdbejaw  it^  and  was  glad. 

He  is  ordered  to  circumcife  his  family,  a  feal  ip 
his  fleih  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  was  on 
him,  and  that  the  love  of  God,  a  better  feal,  was  in 
him.  He  charges  his  houfehold  to  obferve  his  own 
condu&,  and  to  depend  on  God,  and  not  to  take 
Ifaac,  nor  to  go  themfelves  into  the  old  country 
ijgain,  or  into  the  world,  from  whence  they  came 
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cut.  He  dies  in  faith,  and  obtains  tbts  good  report^ 
that  be  obeyed  God*s  voue,  kept  bis  charge^  bisftaiuiesi 
bis  commandmeftts^  and  bis  taws.  God's  Toice  to 
him  wa3  to  quit  the  Chaldeans.  Mis  charge  was,  to 
to  abide  in  Canaan,  to  circumcife  his  family,  to  offer 
up  liaac,  and  to  walk  before  God.  His  ftatutes 
were  eternal  life  by  the  faith  that  he  had,  andtbatta 
all  generations  for  evermore.  God's  commandment  to 
him  was,  to  turn  out tbe  bondwoman,  and  ber/on,  and 
to  call  the  feed  that  was  to  come  in  Ifaac,'  not  in 
Ifhmael ;  and  God^s  law  to  him  was  the  law  of  faith, 
that  excludes  boafting,  and  brings  an  imputed 
righteoufiiefs  to  the  heart,  and  th^  humbled  finner 
to  the  fdot  of  the  Lamb,  as  the  greateft  of  all  debtors 
to  fovereign  grace.  Thefe  were  the  works  of  Abra-» 
ham^  and  all  his  children  do  the  fame. 

They  are  called  of  God,  and  come  out  of  the 
■world ;  they  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  fighCi  they 
receive  in  faith  and  hope  tlie  heavenly  country,  and 
call  upon  God  in  prayer,  praife,  andthankfulnefs,  for 
what  they  have  in  heart  and  hope  j  they  abide  in  the 
covenant,  as  he  did  in  Canaan,  and  have  no  defire 
to  go  back  from  whence  they  came  j  they  ofler  up 
their  all,  rather  thah  part  with  Chrift ;  their  hearts  are 
circumcifed  to  love  God,  which  is  a  fea!  to  them  rhat 
they  are  juftified  by  faith,  which  always  works  by 
-love ;  they  bring  up  their  family  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  God,  and  feparate  themielves  from  the 
childen  of  the  flefh  that  perfccute  the  heirs  of  pro- 
mife,  and  fuifer  not  the  bond  woman  to  domineer 
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6ver  the  free  in  the  houiebold  of  fiuthj  nor  a  baftaiti 
to  claim  the  inheritance  of  grace  and  glory,  but  fend 
tbenri  into  the  wildemefs  of  this  worlds  to  which  they 
belong:  thefe  are  the  works  of  Abraham,  and  this  is 
the  doer  ofibe  word. 

This  doer  in  James's  account  is  begotten  from 
deadi  by  the  ibvereign  good  will  of  GoJ$  he  receives 
die  ingrafted  word  of  life  as  able  to  fa ve  liis  foul ; 
he  receives  every  good  and  perfeft  gift  from  tho 
&ther  of  lights,  and  views  God  as  an  immutable  and 
unchangeable  God ;  he  looks  into  the  perfect  law  of 
liberty  in  the  light  of  the  Spirit,  and  gets  into  it  by  a 
feflfe  of  love,  and  aiiHdes  in  it  by  the  power  of  God; 
and  performs  real  works,  good  works,  fuch  as  the 
works  of  faith,  labours  of  love,  and  the  patience  of 
hope,  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift :  but  without  faith 
none  can  pleafe  God,  without  charity  a  man  is 
nothing,  and  to  be  without  hope,  is  to  be  without 
Chrift  in  the  world  ;  and  tiiis  is  the  believer  who  is 
blefled  in  his  deed,  though  not  for  it. 

But  what  has  aU  this  to  do  wich  them  who  are  in 
the  flefh,  in  the  world,  and  never  called  out  of  it,  who 
are  enemies  to  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  which  God 
reckoned  to  the  &ther  of  the  faithful,  and  enemies  to 
the  peribnal,  particular,  fovereign,  and  difcriminat- 
ing  call  of  Abraham  ?  Nothing  at  all.  Can  chofe  be 
blefled  in  their  deed  who  hate*  the  heir  of  promife, 
contend  for  Ifh mad,  and  arc  themfelves  the  children 
of  Hagar,  in  bondage  ^o  (in,  and  the  father  of  lies, 
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With  the  old  vail  upon  their  heart,  bound  with  chains* 
not  in  liberty,  and  in  a  dry  land,  nor  in  a  walkd  city» 
wild  men,  unhumbkd  and  untamed  by  grace ;  arch- 
ers, (hooting  in  fccret  at  the  truth,  and  the  heirs  of 
it  ?  Can  fuch  fouls  be  bleffed  in  thofeevil  deeds  i  No. 
They  talk  indeed  of  a  fccond  bleffing,  and  fo  did 
Efau  i  baft  tbmi  hut  one  bleffing^  O  wyfaiber  ?  and  he 
gets  one,  fuch  an  one  as  it  wass  but  the  blefiing  of 
eternal  life  is  one,  and  all  others  are  included  in  it  i 
and  this  he  never  got,  though  he  fou^t  it,  and 
though  in  his  hunting  for  venifon  he  run  for  it  \  yet 
it  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth, 
but  of  God,  who  fliewedi  mercy,  and  who  had  entaiU 
ed  it  upon  the  heirs  of  promiie  before  they  were  born* 
or  had  done  either  good  or  evil,  that  the  purpose  of 
God  as  concerning  eledion.  might  ftand,  not  on  the 
£x>ting  of  men*s  works,  but  pn  the  fovereign  will  of 
him  that  calleth ;  who  has  an  undoubted  right  to  have 
his  own  name  called  in  whom  he  plealeth,  and 
it  was  his  own  revealed  will  that  be  would  h  called 
tbe  God  of  Abraham^  notTerahj  andibc  Godoflfiuu^ 
not  lihmael ;  and  tbe  God  qf  Jacoby  not  Eiau ;  this  is 
hry  name  for  every  and  tbis  is  my  wtemorial,  or  this  is 
the  covenant  name  that  I  will  be  called  and  remem* 
bered  by  (by  mine  eled),  to  all  generations. 

A  real  doer  of  the  word,  is  one  that  hears  the 
word  and  believes  it,  and  in  love  receives  it,  and 
holds  it  fad  9  he  is  called  to  the  fellowfliip  of  Chrifl:, 
and  abides  in  him,  and  brings  forth  fruit  j  he  loves 
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the  troths  ud  die  truth  mtkes  him  free)  the  wmd 

of  life  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit  quickens  him,  and  be 
fndks  in  the  ipirit,  and  ferves  God  in  thenewnefs  of 
the  Ipirit,  and  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter ;  he  re- 
nounces all  fdf^righteoufiieis,  and  calls  it  diing  and 
drois  s  he  renounces  all  confidence  ih  the  flefh,  and 
rejoices  in  Jefijs  i  he  fecks  not  hinUclf,  nor  fclf-ap* 
applaufe>  but  denies  ielf  daily^.takes  up  his  croft,  and 
follows  his  Lord  $  he  receive^  ^ace  daily  from  him^ 
and  gives  aU  glory  to  him ;  he  h4s  no  fellowfliip  with 
the  workers  of  darkf}e(%  nor  will  he  herd  with  the 
diilemblersj  or  with  the  coAgre^ation  of  hypocrites; 
and  he  that  in  thefe  things  ferveth  Chrift  is  accepted 
of  Godj  and  approved  of  men.  The  tree  is  made 
good  by  the  Spirit,  grace^  and  word  of  God  i  it  is 
purified  by  faiths  and  is  a  tree  of  rigbteoufoels,  the 
planting  of  the  Lord^  that  he  may  be  glorined  -,  and 
a  good  tree  bringeth  forth  good  fruit 

The  man  therefore  who,  by  legal  worksj  dead 
worksj  works  of  darknefs^  works  of  tlie  lawj  or  de- 
ceitful works»  thinks  to  get  the  blefllng,  he  d^ceivefb 
Umfelfi  all  his  works  are  done  to  be  feen  of  men : 
thefe  praife  him  indeed,  and  verily  he  hath  his 
reward,  for  that  outward  fliew  of  godlinefs  that  is 
highly  efteemed  among  men  is  an  abomination  in 
the  fight  of  God.  James,  this  great  apoftle,  himfelf 
defcribes  this  fclf-deceiver  in  my  text,  and  oppofea 
thedoer  of  the  word  of  truth  to.him.  He  compares 
the  word  of  God  to  a  gla(^  wherein  a  man  may  fee 
not  only  his  "face,  but  his  heart,  and  ell  his  a&ionsi 
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^Mtih  fight  is  terrible  to  the  wretched  deformed 


Howerer  the  real  doer  of  the  word  mufl:  keep 
looking  till  he  knows. the  worft  of  himielf,  for  God 
will  hold  him  to  it;  hm  the  free*willer,  as  foon  as 
he  has  but  a  glimple  of  himfelf  in  this  glafs,  hates 
the  light,  nor  will  he  totnc  to  ic;  into  free-^will,  dead, 
works,  and  into  fetf-^righteoufnefs,  he  goi^s  until  the 
old  vail  blinds  hinrl  dgain,  and  the^  wound  is  healed 
by  a  cry  of  Peace,  peace^  where  God  has  never 
fpoken  peace.  Fir  jT  any  he  a  bearer  iff  the  wordy 
mtd  ff^t '.  a  doer^  he  is  like  unfi  a  man  heboUing  bis 
natural  face  in  a  gla/s  :for  heheholdethbimfelfandgoeth 
his  waj^'  and flraigbi^e^  fergetietb  what  manner  of 
man  he  was.  I  know  that  fallen  man  in  the  glafs  of 
God*s  word  is  a  leper  from  head  to  foot,  an  enemy 
to  God,  a  criminal  in  chains  before  him,  and  like  the 
beads  that  perilh ;  but  fomc  people  have  fb  far  forgot 
what  manner  of  men  they  appeared  to  be  in  this 
glafs,  that  they  have  boafted  of  power,  contended  for 
their  own  perfcftion,  relied  on  their  own  righteouf-* 
ncfs,  and  ordered  others  to  (land  by,  for  I  am  holier 
than  tboH.  But  the  doer  of  the  word  of  truth  is 
oppofcd  to  this  felf-dcceivw  in  the  very  next  vcrfc. 
But  whofo  looketh  into  the  perfeS  law  of  liberty ^  and 
continue  th  therein  y  be  being  not  a  forgetful  hearer  (like 
the  other),  but  a  doer  of  the  work,  this  manjball  be 
blejfed  in  his  deed.  James  i,  23, 24>  25. 

This  part  of  the  fpoil  our  King  David  hath  taken 
from  the  Anitlckitcs,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  in 
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his  own  time  he  will  recover  all,  and  fend  the  whole 
of  it  into  the  land  of  Judah^  annong  the  people  that 
he  hath  formed  for  himfelf  to  fliew  forth  his  praile, 
and  as  a  prefent  to  all  his  friends^  in  all  places  where 

he  and  his  men  are  wont  to  haunt  */ 

« 

*  This  great  apoflle  was  a  fwom  eoemy  to  all  (elf  exaltecs : 
he  afcribes  his  falvation  to  the  fovereign  will  of  God ;  be  ad^ 
mires  the  difcriminating xchoice  of  his  Maker;  hath  not  God 
chofen  the  poor  of  tAis  vforU  rich  infiutfi  /  He  has  an  honcft  and 
good  heart,  arid  conftfles  human  depravity,  and  his  own  im- 
perfedions ;  in  many  thtHgsive  o^mlall.  And  to  far  is  he  from 
finJeis  perfc&ion,  that  he  dcclgres,  the  J^krit  in  man  2t0eth  to 
€my,  and  that  the  tongue  is  afire,  a  tjuorjd  of  iniquity  :  and^  ipftead 
of  having  power  to  keep  the  whole  law,  and  to  bring  himfelf 

into  perfed  fubjedion  to  that,  he  defies  the  world  to  rule  one 
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member  of  the  body  y  iho  tongue  is  an  tmttdy  member^  the  tongue 
€0n  no  man  tam^.  He  is  no  adfocate  Uft  {he  ¥rocld|  nor  tor  the 
nniverial  redemptioa  of  it,  but  dedanps  that  w/tofoever  is  a  friend 
^  the  world,  is  the  en^vry  ofGqd.  He  will  not  aljow  the  voice  of 
fiiee-will,  even  in  the  common  courfe  of  bufincfs :  /  iviJI go  into 
fueh  a  dty,  and  continue  there  a  year^  and  ^uy,  and  fell,  and  get 
gM  :^^  okghi  to  fay,  }fthe  L^fd  ^Ml,  nwjhali  ivue  and  do  tltk^ 
ft  that. .  He  deteib  waiMng  in  itetftlucik,  and  the  work  qf 
diileoiblen^  a  dotd^k^miaded  man  is  unfiahle  inallfus  ivays,  l^t 
pot  thqt  man  think  that  hefliall  receive  any  tiling  ofthcjjord^ 
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THB    JUST    MAN  S     LAMENTATION,    AND     TKS 
WICKED    MAN*S    TRIUMPH. 

Iflhefoundatiom htdeflrcyed^wbat  can  the  righteous  d^T 

Pfalm  xi*  3. 

In  the  LordfM  I  my  tri$fiz  htm  J^  ye  to  wyJ^U 
Fhe  as  a  bird  to  your  mountain  f  Vcrfe  ift.  The 
pfalmift  was  brought  ofF  from  all  reliance  on 
bis  own  arm,  from  all  trufl:  in  his  own  heart,  and 
from  all  expedations  of  either  bppe  or  help  from 
the  law  of  Godt  aod  from  all  confidence  in  his  obe<n 
dience  thereto.  He  knew  that  thd  Lord  had  made 
with  him  an  everhfting  covenant,  well  ordered  in  all 
things^  and  Jure  $  this  was  all  his  falvation,  and  this 
was  all  his  defire.  And  be  knew  that  this  covenant 
was  made  with  the  promifed  Meffiah  as  the  cove- 
nant  head,  and  with  David  in  him  $  and  that  it  was 
to  be  a  covenant  radfied  and  confirmed  by  a  human 
facrificc  in  union  with  the  Word  that  was  God,  and 
that  the  human  nature,  which  was  to  be  afifumed  by 
the  Word,  was  to  be  of  the  fruit  of  David's  body, 
on  which  account  Chrift  calls  bimfelf  tbe  root  and 
offspring  of  David. 

To  build  upon  this  rock  David  was  led,  upon 
this  foundation  his  heart  was  fixed,  and  in  this  Al- 
mighty Saviour  David  put  bis  truft  for  protcdtion 

and 


ifid  <iefciice»  for  all  fupplies  in  a  way  of  providence^' 
fix-  gnure,  and  for  glory.  He  knew  chat  all  things, 
wert  pMt  under  bis  feet ^  that  he  was  heir  of  all  things, 
diac  he  was  anointed  with  the  oil  of  gladne(s  above 
all  chat  ever  had  or  will  htfve  fellowship  with  him  \ 
that  all  grace  was  poured  into  his  lips,  and  that  he 
was  King  of  Zion,  yea  Kidg  of  Glory^  the  Lord  of 
Hofts  mi^ty  in  batde  $  and  therefore  he  aiks  his 
carnal  advifers  why  they  bid  him  fly  from  his  ene- 
mies like  a  hirdu  the  mountain^  when  his  truft  was  in 
riic  omnipotent,  omnifcient,  and  omntprefent  Sa- 
viow.  fVhereJball  I  go  from  bis  Spirit ^  or  whither 
fhaU  I  flee  from  bis  prefencc?  Iflafcendup  into  heaven 
thou  art  tbere^  if  I  make  my  bed  in  "hell  thou  art  there 
alfoi  if  I  take  the  wings  of  the  mornings  and  remain 
in  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earthy  there  art  thou  in  all 
theft  places.  So  that  there  is  no  cauie  to  flee,  when 
I  have  a  prefent  help,  a  God  at  hand. 

For  lo  the  wieked  bend  their  bow,  they  make  ready 
their  arrows  upon  the  firings  (sfe.  By  the  wieked  man*s 
bow,  I  underiland  his  tongue  i  they  bend  their  tongues 
Uke  bows.  The  arrows  are  do&rinal  lies,  lies  of  flan^ 
der,  or  bitter  words :  the  one  is  intended  to  injure 
the  judgment  and  diftrefs  the  foul ;  the  other  to 
wound  the  reputation^  The  firing  of  the  bow  ap* 
pears  to  me  to  be  the  cord  of  fin,  or  the  bond  of  ini^ 
qidty,  which  keeps  Satan  in  his  pofleflion  of  the  heart, 
and  the  (inner  fail  bound  to  Satan's  fervic^ ;  and  it 
i?  the  dcviPs  work  to  keep  this  ftring  tight,  and  to 
aid  this  archer  with  his  affiftance  \  hence  the  Saviour 

iays; 
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iays.  This  b  your  hoar  and  the  powers  pf  dafkndfsi 
ye  art  of  your  father  the  devils  oHd  bis  works  ye  wHl  do^ 

Thefc  bowmen  are  faid  t^ .  (hpot /m/^«  or  in 
darknefs.  They  hate  the  light :.  hence  it  i$  thac  they 
generally  circulate  their  hercfies^  firft  in  a  fecret,  or 
private  way,  till  they  get  a  majority,  or  a  number 
on  their  fide,  and  then  the  whore  s  forehead  appears 
abroad  \  and  if  they  intend  to  dander  the  righteous^ 
it  is  never  done  to  the  face  but  in  fecret^  therefore 
fuch  are  juftly  called  backbit ers. 

The  upright  in  heart  are  the  targets  at  which  fuch 
archers  (hoot,  in  order  to  remove  them  from  the 
foundation,  ou  the  foundations  from  them ;  but  if  the 
foundations  bedeJlToyed^wbat  can  the  righteous  do?  One 
foundation  is  the  fecret  ptirpofc  and  good  will  of  God 
toward  us,  which  is  his  prefcience  or  foreknowledge 
of  us ;  and  is  a  knowledge  o(  approbation,  of  love, 
of  choice,  and  of  a  gracious  acceptance  of  us  in  his 
beloved  Son.  In  this  his  decree  he  has  given  us  a 
fure  and  firm  (landing  in  his  fovcreign  love  to  us  in 
Chrift  Jefus :  as  it  is  written,  Nevertbelefs  the  foun-^ 
dation  of  God  Jiandetb  fure  \  having  thisjeal,  the  Lord 
knoweth  them  that  are  his. 

Chrifl:  Jefus  is  the  foundation  which  God  in  his 
decree  appointed,  and  in  the  death  of  him  he  laid 
this  foundation  in  Zion ;  and  he  is  the  foundation 
that  is  laid  by  all  the  wife  maflicr  builders  that  ever 
God  employed  in  his  building,  whether  prophets> 
apoftles,  evangelilb,  or  teachers.  He  has  borne  the 
weight  of  all  our  fins,  and  of  all  the  wrath  and  ajil 
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the  curies  due  to  us  on  account  bf  M  i  ^od"  Kas 
approved  himfelf  ^  tried Jlme.  -*  To  this  fouhdatron 
the  Father  draws  us;  here  we  c^ft'obr  bvu^dems and 
cares  tooj  here  the  weary  foul  rcfts;  here ''hope 
anchors,  and  faith  fixes :  into  fweet  captivity  every 
thought  goes,  and  love  fweedy  unites  us  to  him 
wbofe  ftrength  is  put  forth  in  our  weaknefs»  and  from 
whom  life  is  communicated  to  every  living  (lone 
that  refts  upon  him :  here  we  are  fenfibly  borne  up 
above  defpondency,  above  a  (piritof  heavinefs,  above 
the  meditacions  of  terror,  ^d  above  the  dark  re« 
gions  of  the  fhadow  of  death.  Upon  this  foun- 
dation the  Jure  mercies  of 'David  (in  the  falvation  of 
fioners)  are  built  up  for  ever ;  and  in  our  glorification 
truth  will  be  fettled  in  heaven. 

In  laying  this  foundation,  or  in  the  founding  of 
Zioiiy  judgment  was  laid  to  the  line^  and  rigbteoujnefs  ta 
the  plummet.  liaiah  xxviii.  16^  17.  The  undertakings 
of  the  Saviour,  and  the  judgment  that  wa3  executed 
upon  him^  anlwered  all  the  demands  oipt^ecept  upon 
precept^  line  upon  line ; ,  and  the  everlaftiog  rigbtepuf- 
ne&  that  he  wrought  out  and  brought-  in  was^divine, 
perfed,  complete,  and  in  every  fcnfc  adequate  to 
the  plummet^  and  anfwercji  to  the  utterfnoft  all  the 
rigorous  exaAtohs  ofvindlftive  juftice.  So  that  this 
building  of  mercy  upon  this  fouodadon,  goesiip  with 
the/even  eyes  oftbeLondupcn  it  (Zech.  iii.  9.  jv.  10), 
and  is  a  building  complete ;  there  is  no  breach,  fhake, 
or  feulement  in  itj  occafioned  by  any  difhonour  to 
the  law,  aor  any  part  tljat  overhangs  to  the  injury  of 
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juftitt;  for  both  line  and  phimmct  have  been  ftretched 
and  hud  to  this  great  work,  and  to  everjr  living  ftone  in 
it»  who  have  all  died  and  fuffered  in  their  furety^  and 
have  been  juftified  in  him  at  his  refurreftion.  The 
divine  founder  and  fabricator  has  inipeded  very 
minutely  every  pare  of  this  building;  he  chofe  the  cor« 
ner  ftone  himfelf,  and  engraved  it  with  grace^  grace 
unto  it  I  and  he  likewife  gave  the  building  its  name^ 
the  temple  of  the  Ihrng  God,  and  the  city  in  which  it 
Hands  is>  Jehovah  Shamma :  which  names  continue 
to  this  day>  and  ever  will.  And  fure  I  am  that  this 
foundation  will  never  fink,  and  that  this  building 
will  never  be  laid  in  a  ruinous  heap. 

Foundation  figniBes  alfo  the  beginning  of  the 
work  of  grace  and  truth  in  the  finner's  foul,  which  ift 
the  do£^rinal  and  experimental  bafis  in  the  believing 
heart  j  fuch  as,  repentance  from  dead  works,  and 
faith  towards  God,  &c.  j  which  are  the  beginnings  of 
Chrift's  work  and  word  in  us ;  becaufe  there  is  no 
felvation  without  repentance,  fiiich,  &c.  which  is  a 
clearing  away  (in  feme  fort)  the  rubbifli  that  layi 
between  us  and  the  foundation  ;  and  becaufe  faith, 
repentance,  &c.  undtr  the  Spirit*s  operation ,  Iquare^ 
fit,  and  ponih,  the  rude,  rough,  impenitenti  and 
ftony-hearticd  finner,  and  make  him  more  fit  to 
join  and  cleave  to  the  foundation,  and  when  once  he 
is  cemented  to  it  by  a  feeling  fcnfc  of  divine  love  he 
becomes  fettled,  firm,  and  ornamental  in  the  builds 
ing.     Such  an  humbled  finner  ranges  and  lines  with 

the  reft  of  thb  building,  and  appears  to  be  one  of 
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God*s  cfaofen  rnaterials^  whom  God  has  choicn  in 
tfac  foundation  and  called  to  union  with  it.  to  reft  on 
it,  and  to  dcaVfe  with  the  whole  heart  to  him,  that 
bears  him  up  as  a  foundation,  and  that  holds  him 
fkft  as  the  head  ftone  in  the  comer. 

jfirabam  hoked  for  a  cily  wbicb  bath  foundatims^ 
wb^  maker  and  builder  is  God.  If  that  city  be  the 
heavenly  Jerufalcm,  the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife,  the 
triumphant  church ;  then  the  glorious  perfedbions  of 
the  Almighty,  agreeing  and  harmonizing  in  Chrift'^ 
are  doubtleis  the  twelve  foundation's  of  that  holy 
city,  which  God  founded,  and  which  will  be  in  the 
end  perfeB  in  one  j  that  is,  complete  in  God,  Father, 
Son  and  Spirit,  and  be  filled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of 
God,  when  he  will  be  all  in  all,  all  to  it,  and  all  ia 
.every  part  t)f  it. 

Now  if  thefe  foundadons  be  deftroyed,  what  can 
Ac  righteous  do  ?  Satan  has  got  a  number  of  labour- 
ers working  to  undermine  thefe  foundations.  The 
children  of  fpiritual  pride,  who  are  .felf- willed,  fclf- 
righteous,  and  felf-ieeking,  labour  againit  God's 
eternal  decree  of  eleftion,  which  has  tbisfeal  upon  it, 
•*  Tbe  Lord  knowetb  tbm  that  are  bis.'*  The  Arian 
is  working  to  overthrow  the  foundation  that  God 
has  laid  in  Zion,  and  warning  us  from  all  truft  in 
Chrift,  becaufe  he  is  no  more  than  a  man  i  and 
curled  is  he  that  trufteth  in  man :  but  Chrift  is  God, 
and  blejfed  are  all  they  tbat  put  tbeir  truft  in  him. 

The  Deift  works  at  the  doftrinal  foundations,  and 
ridicules  the  fcriptures,  though  thefe  can  never  be 
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hroken  y  "while  the  Atheift  and  the  Sadduccc  declare 
that  there  is  no  hereafter,  nor  world  to  come ;  but, 
if  in  tbi^  life  onlj  we  have  hope  in  Cbf^/i,  we  are  of  all 
men  mofi  miferahle. 

Now  if  tbefe  foundations  be  ieftroyed^  what  can  the 
righteous  do  ?  It  is  true  the  felf-rightepus  and  felf-fuf- 
.6cient  can  do  well  enough,  being  fo  wile  in  build* 
ing  as  Co  fet  at  nought  this  head  ftone  of  the  corner. 
Others  build  upon  Peter ;  fome  build  withouta  foun- 
dation, and  others  build  upon  the  fand  \  and  fome, 
like  the  Babel-builders,  begin  to  build  without 
counting  the  coft,  and  therefore  mud:  exped  not 
only  to  leave  the  building  unfinifhed,  but  that^ 
when  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  (hall  appear  to  con- 
found their  language,  the  ruin  of  it  will  be  greats  and 
many  will  meek,  faying,  Tbefe  began  to  build,  but  had^ 
not  wherewith  tofinifb. 

Of  this  ftamp  were  the  children  of  Edom  in  the 
days  of  old,  whole  foul  loathed  Zion,  the  people  of 
God,  and  the  place  where  God  dwelt,  where  his 
people  met  to  pay  their  homage  to  hin>,  and  to 
bring  their  tribures»  Whenever  any  evil  happened 
Jiere,  whenever  any  enemy  befieged  this  holy  fpot^ 
then  thefe  enemies  triumphed.  Remember,  O  Lord, 
the  children  of  Edom  in  the  day  of  ferufalem,  who  f aid. 
Raze  it,  raze  it^  ezen  to  the  foundation  thereof  Pfalm 
cxxxvii.  7.  This  is  the  wicked  mans  triumph,  and 
thejuji  mans  lamentation. 

But  can  thefe  foundations  be  deftroyed  ?  No,  not 
in  themfelves.;  but  feduc^rs  who  lead  us  aftray  arc 
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^\^toiefiroy  the  Witf  of  our  paths  %  and  thofe  who  blind 
our  eyes,  feduce  us  from  Chrift  and  from  the  pur- 
jjofe  of  God,  arc    faid  to  dcftroy  the  founda- 
tions, becaufc  they  pervert  the  word  of  God,  and 
obfcure  the  foundations  he  has  laid  by  explaining 
away  the  fenfc  of  truth,  and  throwing  falfe  gloflcs 
upon  it,  in  order  to  blind  the  underftanding  and 
miflead  the  judgmeht  of  the  fimple.     In  this  waj^ 
the  path  of  the  juft  is  blocked  up  with  fhimbling 
blocks,  the  ways  of  Zion  are  unoccupied,  and  peo- 
ple ^  in  by-padis,  and  the  poor  fenfible  finner 
gropes  for  the  wall  like  the  blind  at  noonday.     In 
fuch  perilous  times  as  thefe  God  raifes  up  fome  of 
'  his  own  workmen,  and  fits,  and  qualifier  thtm  by 
hisSpirit,  as  he  did  John,  toraifc  up  diefe foundations 
again,  as  you  read,  And  the  Lord flyall guide  thee  con'-- 
tifmalfy,  andfatisjy  thy  foul  in  drought,  and  make  fat  thy 
hones :  and  tboujbalt  be  like  a  watered  garden^  and  like 
afpringrfwater^whofevjatersfMlnot.   And  they  that 
ftfoU  be  oftheefball  build  the  old  wajle  places  t  thoujbalt 
faceup  the  foundations  of  many  generations^  and  thou Jhalt 
he  cdled.The  repairer  of  the  breach^  The  reftorer  of  paths 
iodwellin.  Ifaiah  Iviii.  1 1, 1 2.     Here  is  an  account 
of  new  workmen  raifed  up  of  God  to  put  thefe  foun- 
dations in  their  courfe  again.  He  calls  them  by  his 
grace;  he  guides  diem  continually,  apd  fatisfies  their 
fouls  in  thefe  times  of  drought,  when  the  drink  of 
the  thirfty  fails  i  he  makes  fat  their  bones,  the  joy  of 
the  Lotd  being  their  Jlrength  5  he  makes  their  fouls  like 
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i  watered  gardeD»  and  his  Spirit  within  them  is  a 
living  {pring  whofe  waters  &il  not.  By  fuch  work- 
men the  wafte  places  of  Zion  are  comforted  again, 
which  have  been  wafted  by  the  infernal  artillery  of 
thefe  archers,  who  fcattercd  fome^  fcduced  others, 
threw  down  many,  wounded  more,  and  blinded  all, 
Thefe  raife  up  the  foundations  again,  and  bring 
them  forth  to  light  *,  and  root  out  the  herefies, 
fuperftition,  and  formality,  that  has  been  caft  over 
them  s  and  thefe  foundations  remain  again  in  view 
to  many  generations. 

Such  workmen  are. called  the  repairers  of  the 
breach,  becaule  they  are  inftrumental  in  removii^ 
tht  lies  and  falfehood,  the  ielf-righ^oufiiefs,  the 
blindnefs  and  ignorance^  the  pride  and  fuperftitioi^ 
which  fcparafe  between  God  and  the  fouU  iFhey 
are  faid  to  rcftore  the  paths  to  dwell  in,  becauTe 
Chrift,  who  is  the  only  way  to  the  Father,  the  way  of 

•  •         • 

life  and  path  of  peace  (in  which  the  faints  Ihould 
walk,  and  in  which  they  fhould  dwell  by  faith),  being 
obfcurcd  by  the  blindnels  and  wickednefs  of  thefe 
works  and  workers  of  darknefs,  are  now  Woiight  to 
iight  again  by  the  preaching  of  the  gkiripus  gofpel 
of  Chrift:;  and  by  thefe  tncins  tjiefe  pacbs  are  re- 
ftored  which  Were  refufed,  rcjeiaed,and  fet  at  noi^^ht, 
by  thiv%  feltftial  men,  who  know  nothing  but  what 
they  know  naturally,  and  in  thefe  thiiigs  they  cor- 
rupt themfelvesi  but  when  God  fliines  upon  them 
again  in  rhe  wpni  ihejr  arc  reftorcd :  for  the^ledt 
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oTGod  fhall  not  be  finally  deceived,  nor  the  counfel 
of  God  fruftrated,  for  he  bath  laid  the  foundations  of 
ibe  earth  in  the  death  of  his  dear  Son^  and  he  wUl 
plant  the  ifeavens  with  all  thofe  that  truft  iq  him, 
Ifaiahli.  16. 
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heavsn  8  6rbatb8t  bounty^  and  thb  sinr 

ner'5  highest  banquet. 

And  in  this  mountain  jhall  the  Lord  of  Hofis  make  unt^ 
all  people  afeaji  cffat  things,  a  feajl  of  wines  on  the^ 
leesy  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow^  of  wines  on  the  lees 

well  refined,     Ifaiahxxv.  6.    » 

« 

In  this  mountain — the  mountain  is  Zion,  or  the 
gofpel  church  confifting  of  clefted  pcrfon^-r^od  bath 
cbofen  Zion.  Zion  is  the  mother  church  under  the 
New  Tcftament,  and  her  offspring  arc  oftea  called 
the  daughters  of  Zion,  and  both  are  redeemed  by  the 
blood  of  Chrift.  Zion  Jhall  be  redeemed  with  judgment^ 
and  her  converts  with  righteoufnefs.  To  thefc  the  Sa- 
viour was  fcnt.  Si^ye  to  the  daughters  ofZion^  Behold^ 
thy  King  comet h  unto  thee;  he  isjuji  and  havingfidvation^ 
lowly  9  and  riding  upon  an  qfs^  and  a  colt  thefole  of  an 
ajs.  From  this  chofen  race  the  Saviour  (according 
to  the  flefti)  fprung,  Mary  was  a  chofen  yeffel  i  an^ 
of  Zion  it  ihall  be  faid  that  he  was  born  in  ben  and 
here  God  made  the  horn  of  David  to  bud. 

On  mount  Calvary  Chrift  was  oflfcred,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  Go^'s  people  Chrift  crucified  is  revealed, 
Beboldt  lUffftr  afomdatm  m  Zion  a  flow,  a  freeiotu, 
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ftaie,  a /tire  fiundaiion  i  md  be.tbaiibtli^esjball  not 
moh  bqfte  :  he  Ihall  never  haflen  afcer  another  fount 
dadonj  nor  (hall  he  ever  be.  confounded  or  put  tQ 
flight  before  his  enemies  who  trull  in  this.  /  bame 
Jet  my  King  upon  my  boly  bill  of  Zion.  This  hill  is  the 
heart  and  aiFedions  of  God's  people,  ^be  Kingdom  of 
God  is  fviibin  you^  faith  Chrift  >  and  .fo  is  the  King 
alfo.  Believe^  faith  the  Lord,  tbat  1  am  inyou,  andyou 
in  mc.     He  dwells  in  the  heart  by  faith. 

But  who  fets  him  here  ?  /,  faith  God,  bofoejet  nq 
King  ufHm  my  boly  bill.  God  revcalid  bis  San  in  mc, 
faith  Paul ;  he  opens  the  door  of  faith  to  us,  and 
opens  our  hearts  to  receive  our  King,  and  circum- 
cifes  them  to  love  him ;  and  he  that  loveth  abidetb 
in  Godj  and  God  in  him :  fuch  kifs  the  fon,  acknow- 
ledge  the  heir  apparent,  embrace  him  as  their  right*- 
fid  fovereign,  complain  of  other  lords  having  had 
dominion  over  them,  and  promifc  loyalty  and  fide- 
lity to  him. 

As  "weU  the  fingers  as  the  pickers  on  infirumintsfhall 
U  tbere.  I/>cal  Zion  had  in  her  worfhip  mutjh  in- 
flrumental  (tiufic ;  the  organ,  pipe,  harp^  and  viol^ 
were  in  their  feafls*  But  the  melody  of  gofpel  Zion 
is  to  be  voqd^  which  fucceeded  the  inftrumental  \  as 
well  tbe  fingers  as  tbe  flayers  on  inftruments  fhaU 
be  tbere.  Thefc  fingers  are  to  fing  his  praifcs  with 
underflanding,  making  melody  with  grace  in  the 
heart  to  the  Lord.  Ifaiah,  in  the  fpirit  of  prophecy, 
heard  thefe  fongs  among  the  Gentiles  in  his  day,  and 
bewailed  the  (l^rving  condition  of  the  Jewifh  padon 
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at  thdr  rtjeAion  of  Chrift,  and  at  hid  departure  fi"^ 
them.  FfBtn  the  utter moji  part  (f  the  earth  ba^  'm 
beard fongSy  even  gkry  te  the  righteous ;  hut  I  fatJy  Afy 
leannefsy  tny  kannep^  woe  unta  me.  Ifaiah  xxiv.  16, 
This  is  Zion,  and  all  God's  fprings  are  in  her. 

In  this  mountain  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  tiiC  God  of 
armies,  will  make  unto  all  people  (to  the  Gentiles 
as  well  as  to  the  Jews),  the  middle  wall  of  partition 
being  broken  down,  and  the  gtofpel  of  Chrift  beiSg 
preached  to  the  Gentiles — the-fedft  is  to  be  made  tB  all; 
people  J  and  it  is  to  be  afeaji  of  fat  things.  The  allufion 
Ss  to  the  facrifices  which  were  offered  under  the  law, 
\irhich  were  many,  and  all  of  which 'were  types  of 
Chrift.  We  read  of  burnt  offerings^  which  pointed 
out  Jefus  Chrift  endurinjg"  the  Hartles  of  divine  wrath 
ifer  us  i  and  d(  fin  offerings^  flicw'ing  that  he  fhould 
taakc  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin-;  vA  free  will  offir^ 
hgs,  whicbpointed  out  his  willirignefe'to  fafier — Jlay^ 
down  my  life  of  my/elf  and  I  take  it  again  y  and  of 
peace  offerings — he  made  peace  for  us  by  the  blood  of 
his  crofs.  Thefe  facrifices  were  to  be  of  youngs 
tender,  fat,  and  good  cattle,  norcdrrupt  things ^  which 
pointed  out  the  youth,  the  fpotlefs  holinefs,  and  per- 
feA  purity,  of  the  Saviour,  who  was  a  lamb  without 
blemilh,  and  without  fpoc. 

In  allufion  to  thefe  facrifices,  wifdonri  is  reprcfent- 
cd  as  killing  her  beafts,  mingling  her  wine,  furnifh* 
ing  her  table,  and  fending  out  her  maidens  to  invite 
the  guefts.  Wifdom  is  a  name  of  Chrift  5  the  beafts 
are  the  fatted  calf  and  the  |amb  of  God;  the  table^ 
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^*  hearts  furniOied  with  Ctiirift ;  the  msudeM, 
|>rcadiers  who  ju'C  efpoufedi  and  prefentcd  ^  chaftc 
Viigins  to  Chrift,  invitiag  and  bringing  in  the  poor, 
the  fadlc,  ^  lamcj  and  tht  b&^j  that  the  houfe'may 
be  fiifed  with  guefts. 

The  Lord  €f  Hqfts  ntaht  thi4  f^^fi*  A  <erlain  man^ 
^s  Ci^riS^^  fAt^  a  great  fe^fi^  and  Hd  many.  Uis  e 
feaft  9ffAt  tbtMgs.  Go,  fay^  At  Saviour^  ami  tell  tbem 
mf  Me»  ^nd  myfatUngs  are  kiHed^  and  all  things  are 
re^J^  eemeye  iq  the  marriage*  And  bleffed  ate  all 
tbey  that  9i^  called  to  the  m4rfiage  fiif^er  of  !d)c 

Laxxib^ 

But  it  is  a  fe$ft  oifdi  thinfet^  Fat  thii%s.?  Yes, 
Thefe  are  whiit  no  pr icft  under  the  law  was  allowed 
to  eat ;  do,  not  even  the  hig]i  4).rteft  hirtifelf.  The 
priefts  under  the  law  h^  €he.  bide  or  {k«d«  and  of 
Tome  offn-ings  they  had  the  henve-lhoulder  aiid 
wave«bKall>  and  of  «ther  offerings  mopt ;  but  nei- 
iher  high  prieft,  nor  inferior  prieftsj  no^  nor  the 
|)eribD  that  offered,  aOf  any  of  the  gMefts.ibat  vfert 
iiiTiCcd,  were  ever  to  have,  or  eat  the  fat>  the  fat  was 
the  Ljord's  portion :  All  tkefat  is  /far  Lerd'sy  hut  ye 
Aall  eat  neUber  fat  ner  UM.  Lev.iii.  a  6, 17.  Wie- 
fituer  eatetb  of  the  fat  of  the  beafis^  cf  which  men  pffer 
an  offering  made  by  fire  mto  ike  Lordj  even  that /ml 
OmteatHbitfhalliecutiiS^frmbispefple.  Lev.vii. 

25.  Hence  the  charge.  Let  them  not  fail  tit  hum  the 
fat.  I  Sam,  ii.  16.  T  be  fat  wtf s  the  Lord's,,  it  was  the 
inoft  delicate  and  rich,  and  was  to  bur ii  upon  the 
fdtar  as  a  fweet  fmcUing  favour  j  and  as  a  Jweet 

Jmelling 
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JhulUng  favour  Cbrifi  offend  bim/dffor  us.  Jt  is  in 
allufion  to  the  fat  of  thefe  facrifices,  that  die  feail: 
in  my  text  is  called  afeaft  of  fat  things. 

Various  were  the  diftributions  obferved  about  die 
facrifices  under  the  law  \  fome  priefts  had  the  head 
and  fkin ;  others  had  the  (houlder  and  bread;  others 
all  the  flefli  that  the  fork  or  Aefii-hook  brought  up 
out  of  th9  pot  or  cauldron. '  The  prieft^s  wife  and 
children  might  eat  of  the  holy  things ;  the  peribn 
that  offered^  and  the  guefis  that  he  invited^  eat  of 
other  parts.  So  to  Hannah/and  to  Peninnafa,  £lka- 
nah  gave  a  woithy  pordon  of  the  yearly  facrifices^  but 
the  Lx>rd  of  Hofts  had  the  &t  of  them  all;  hence  we 
may  fee  that  under  that  difpeo&don  none  kindled 
a  fire,  or  (hut  God's  doors  for  nought  And  as  it 
was  with  the  type,  lb  it  is  with  the  anntype : 
Some  get  the  head  of  chriftianity,  I  mean  head 
notions ;  fome  the  fkin^  I  mean  the  wolf  that  puts 
*on  the  flieep's  clothing;  thoufands  and  tens  of 
thoufands  have  got  a  good  living  by  calling  them- 
felves  his  miniftersj  as  the  blind  watchmen  did  in 
'  Ifaiah's  days,  though  they  knew  not  Chrift,  nor  cared 
at  all  for  him.  All  kings  get  their  thrones^  and 
princes  get  principalides,  from  him ;  judges  alfo  gee 
their  courts  from  him,  for  all  thefe  come  by  Jefus 
Chrift.  By  me  kings  reign^  and  princes  decree  juftice  i 
'  by  me  princes  rule,  and  nobles^  even  all  the  judges  of 
the  earth.  The  whole  government  ftands  upon  his 
jhoulders,  and  he  fets  thefe  up  under  him.     Many 
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get  from  his  left  hand  riches  and  honour ;  fome  f  et 
an  office  in  his  churchy  and  a  gift^  as  Judas  did ; 
many  thoufands  take  the  name  of  Chrift,  though 
cbey  are  not  partakers  of  his  fpirit,.  and  are  called 
chrifHans.  All  flefli  get  food  and  raiment  from 
him^  for  we  loft  all  in  Adam ;  but  Chrift  is  now 
hir  of  all  ibingSy  and  the  God  of  the  whole  earth 
(halJ  he  be  called.  \  . 

But  who  gets  the  fat  ?  The  fat  falls  to  the  fliare  of 

poor,  f^nfible,  periihing^linners,  whether  kings  or 

beggars;  for  all  who  believe  on  his  name  Khali  be 

fayed  j  far  tbusfaitb  the  Lord^  In  that  day  tbegreM , 

trumpet  Jhall  be  blowny  and  they  Jbah  come  that  "tffeft 

ready  to  peri/by  and  tbeytbai  be  of  heavy  hearts  [  let 

them  dnnk  ^d  fbrget  their  poverty,  aod  remember 

their  mifery  no  more.    And  fo  it  is,  for  to  fave  our 

fouls  after  having  been  at  this  banquet  of  wine,  we 

cannot  bring  all   our  former  guilt>  fear,  (bame, 

wrath  and  confufion  of  &ce,  back  upon  us  again; 

the  gates  of  hell  are  fhut,  and  the  door  of  hope  is 

open ;  the  dark  regions  of  the  ihadow  of  death  are 

vaniihed,  and  life  and  immortality  is  brought  to 

light ;  wrath  is  fled,  and  love  is  come ;  his  anger  in 

the  law  is  turned  away,  and  in  Chrift  he  comforts  us. 

The  night  is  fpent,  and  day  is  come ;  his  anger  en-* 

dured  but  a  moment  y  in  bis  favour  is  life  5  weeping  may 

Pidurefor  a  nighty  but  joy  came  in  the  morning. 

But  theft  wines  are  wines  on  the  lees.    The  blood 
ff  Ct^^ifl:  is  called  wine.     He  bleffed  the  cup  and 

faid^ 
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J^y  Take  ibis  cup  of  the  new  teftdmenf  in  my  bloody 
which  is  Jbed  for  yen  and  for  many.  Oil  and  wim 
were  pcured  into  the  tvounds  of  the  poor  man  who  fdl 
amBng  the  thieves.  Oil  was  intended  to  mollify  his 
wounds  and  heal  them,  aod  wine  to  rerive  his 
ipirits ;  and  thefe  are  wines  on  the  lees,  which  do 
not  lofe  their  ftrength.  The  loye  of  God,  fays  the 
ipoufe,  is  better  than  ^ine,  it  makes  the  lips  of  tho(e 
afleep  to  fpeak.  The  love  of  the  Father^  Son,  and 
Spirit,  Ivill  ever  reft  in  God  to  his  people  i  he  will 
reji  in  his  love.  The  blood  of  Chrift  will  never  lofe 
its  healing,  cleanfiflg»  and  purifytiig  efficacy  to  the 
world's  end. 

And  theie  are  wines  well  r^ned^  pure  of  all  dif^ 
•firfmlatjon,  unfaithfolnefs,  inconftanqr,  and  fickle- 
nefsi  they  are  free,  generous,  ttfichangeable;  and 
<verlafting;  and  they  appear  well  refined,  as  they 
are  conveyed  through  the  inftrumentality  of  God^ 
miniftei))  to  the  pei^lc ;  not  favouring  of  felf,  felf- 
feeking ;  nor  uinted  with  pride,  arrogance,  fleihly 
wifdooit  feigned  humility,  mock  modefty,  afie<%ed 
.words  and  gefturcs ;  mtich  leis  with  art,  guile,  and 
cunning  craftineis. 

This  feaft  is  to  confift  of  marrow  as  well  as 
fatnefs.  jMarrow  is  the  life  of  the  bone,  and  the 
bone  is  the  ftrei\gth  of  the  body ;  aod  the  oil  of 
the  nurrow  fuppliesall  the  joints  with  mosfture^  and 

'  keeps  them  fupple  and  adivc.  •  The  deir  Redeemer 
not  only  gives  us  his  flefh  to  eat»  and  his  blood  to 

drink. 
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drinks  bull*  feeds  us  with .fpiritual  might  ki  tk* 
inwaitl  man,  and  makes  his  ftrcngth  perfeA  in  our 
weakneis  ^  ss  tiy  days  fo  feaii  ibyjlnngtb  be.  Bo€ 
bjr  the  power  of  inbred  tnlmiptions,  Satan's  tendp^ 
oakms,  and  oar  own  fooHflmefs,  We  often  find  cnt 
ipiritual  might  impaired ;  we  dimiDiih  in  our.pio 
valency  with  God  in  prayer,  and  our  boldnefs  and 
forutude  againft  our  enemies,  and  appear  weak  be*- 
fore  them  like  Samfon  when  he  made  fport  for  thofe 
in  his  weaknefs,  who  had  formerly  trembled  at  his 
power :  then  we  cry.  Heal  the  bones  that  thou  hafi 
broken  %  and  in  waiting  upon  the  Lord  our  ilrength  is 
renewed^  frefli  life  and  health  appear  in  the  bones, 
and  frefli  oil  in  the  joints,  which  knit  the  body  together 
in  lovey  having  nourijbment  minijlered^  which  nourijb^ 
meni  is  that  which  every  joint/upplieth,  and  Jo  increafes 
itfelf  with  the  increafe  of  God. 

But  who  is  the  perijhing  Jinner  that  Ihall  come  to 
this  feaft  of  fat  things  ?  I  reply,  he  that  feels  his  guilt, 
and  thirfts  for  pardon  ;  he  that  feels  the  cuHe,  and 
longs  for  the  blelTing ;  he  that  labours  under  wrath, 
and  thiHls  for  love ;  he  that  feels  the  fting  of  death, 
and  hungers  after  the  bread  of  life ;  he  that  is  con- 
demned in  his  foul,  and  long^  for  righteoufnefs  i  he 
that  is  fick  of  Satan's  tyranny,  and  thirfts  for  the 
living  God  i  he  that  is  miierable,  and  waits  for  com- 
fort; and  he  that  is  in  the  dread  and  horrors  of 
damnation,  and  longs  for  falvation  by  grace.  They 
Jball  come,  faith  the  Lardy  that  were  ready  to  perijb. 

Where 
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Whttt  tb  ?  Tb  Zion,  aiid  to  the  fcaft  of  fat  thihgf; 
to  a  feaft  of  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full 
of  marrow,  and  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined  s 
and  who  {o  proper  for  fuch  a  feaft^  as  thofe  who 
are  ready  to  perilh  ?  feeing  all  is  free^  and  none  but 
die  hungry  are  inviced«i 


V,Ta» 
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V. 


TRB  believer's  PACE  SLOW  BUT  SURE. 


He  thai  iclieveth /ball  not  make  hafie.  Ifa.  xxviii.  i  ^. 

This  verfe  contains  a  noble  account  of  the  foun* 
dation  which  God  the  Father  hath  laid  in  Zion, 
which  foundation  is  Chrift  Jefus.  God  chofe  this 
foundation,  and  he  chofe  all  the  materials  in  him 
which  are  called  his  chofen>  and  chofen  ones ;  and  as 
he  laid  the  foundation,  fo  he  brings  all  the  materials 
to  it.  No  man  can  come  to  me  except  the  Father  which 
hatb/ent  me  draw  him ;  and  as  the  foundation  and 
the  fupcrftrufture  muft  be  united  together,  fo  the 
Father  calls  us  to  the  fellowjhip  of  his  Son. 

It  is  the  folly  of  the  fimple  one  to  believe  every 
word,  but  the  charafter  of  the  prudent  is,  that  be 
looks  well  to  his  way.  This  fimple  one,  in  the  New 
Teftamcnt  language,  is  one  that  hears  the  word, 
and  anon  with  joy  receives  it ;  and  this  frothy  joy, 
mingling  with  his  legal  fclf-righteous  fpirit,  inflames 
him  with  an  immoderate  heat j  he  catches  the  lamp^ 
and  ofFhc  goes.  This  fort  the  Saviour  calls  tbefirfi  \ 
hut  there  atefirfi  thatjball  be  laji.  The  prudent  man, 
who  looks  well  to  His  way,  has  much  work  within 
to  attend  to,  and  he  is  obliged  to  order  his  fteps  in 
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tjod^s  word,  and  to  take  heed  thereunto  according^ 
to  that^  to  that  he  is  in  the  general  thought  to  be 
behindhand^  or,  as  the  Saviour  fays,  be  is  the  laft^ 
and  yet  there  are  lajt  that  jball  be  frft.  Saul  and 
David  were  lively  figures  of  thefe  two  forts  of  pro- 
fefibrs.  Saul  ^as  always  too  hafty :  he  was  to  (lay 
feven  days  at  Gilgal^  but  Samuel  comes  not  foQ3 
enough  for  him,  then  he  forces  himfelf  into  the 
prieft's  office.  At  the  defeat  of  the  Philiftines  he 
curfes  any  man  that  fhould  eat  foo4  till  night  i 
Jonathan  tranfgreflTes  the  oath  ignorantly.  Sa^ul 
inquires  of  God,  and  obtains  no'anfwer;  he  puts 
the  matter  to  lot^  to  know  where  the  fault  lay. 
Saul  and  Jonathan  are  taken,  and  the  people  efc^pe. 
It  is  cad  again  between  Saul  and  his  fon,  and 
Jonathan  is  taken ;  and  Saul  fwears  by  God  that  he 
fliall  die,  but  lets  him  live. 

He  is  fcnt  to  the  Amalekites^  to  Jlay  both  man  and 
nooman^  infant  and/uckling^  ox  ^ndftxeepy  camel  4nd 
afs.  Saul  fparcs  Agag,  and  flies  upon  the  Ipoil, 
contrary  to God*s command;  and  in  hislafl:  trouble 
and  extremity,  bec^ufe  he  got  not  an  immediate 
anfwcr  from  God,  he  goes  to  the  witch  ofEnior. 

When  he  is  wounded  in  his  laft  battle,  he  want* 
his  armour-bearer  to  thruft  him  through,  which  he 
rcfufing,  he  falls  upon  his  own  fword,  and  dies  by 
fuicide.  7he  counjel  of  tbefroward  carries  him  head^ 
long.  Haftincfs,  diftruft,  infidelity,  legality,  felf- 
rigliteoufnefs,  human  applaufe,  and  carnal  fear,  in- 
fluenced him  through  all  his  condu<5t.  He  confulted 
I  carnal 
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fcjunal  rea6>0j  aitel  conferred  with  flefh  and  blood 
in  almoft  every  thing  he  did ;  and  this  felf-depen* 
dance  and  felf-contrivance  pu(hed  him  on  from  bad 
to  worfe ;  and  hence  we  lee  that  by  human  ftrengtb 
fball  no  man  pr&baiL 

But  David's  faith  waited  Tor  God^s  warrant.  He 
attacks  the  champion  of  the  Philiftines  in  the  name 
of  the  living  God.  When  he  was  folicited  to  go 
agsunfl:  the  Philiftines  he  inquires  of  God^  and  God 
faid,  Go^  and /mite  the  'PbiliJiimsSy  and  fave  Keilab^ 
Will  Saul  conie  to  Keilah,  faith  David  ?  He  will 
Cfme^/aitb  the  Lord.  But  wiU  the  men  ofKeilah  de^ 
Uvtr  me  up?  They  will  deliver  thee  up^  faith  the 
Lord.  O  what  a  fafe  way  is  this  I  In  all  thy  ways 
acknowledge  him. 

In  David's  behaviour  before  Achifh  king  of  Gath, 
in  his  conclufion  of  falling  one  day  by  the  hand  of 
Saul,  and  in  his  determined  de(tru£tion  of  Nabal's 
houfe,  unbelief  befets  him,  felf  was  confulted^  and 
the  old  man  was  put  on.  But  this  was  not  the  ha- 
bitual bent  of  his  mind,  nor  the  conftant  courfe  of 
his  condudt,  for  that  was  quite  the  reverfe  of  this. 
David's  faith  was  long  tried  before  he  came  to  the 
throne  ^  and,  when  he  did,  he  reigned  feven  years  in 
Hebron  before  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  came  under  his 
government;  yet  his  faith  was  the  confidence  of 
things  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen ; 
and  fo  &ith  claims  them :  Gilead  is  mine,  Manajfeb  is 
mine,  Epbraim  alfo  is  the  ftrengtb  of  mine  bead,  Judab 
is  ny  law^giver^  Moab  is  my  wajh-pot^  over  Edom 
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will  I  caft  out  fny  Jbae;  through  God  we  Jball  do  w- 
Uantly^  for  he  U  is  that  Jball  tread  down  our  enemies. 
Thgs  faith  goes  before  giving  glory  to  God,  and 
calls  things  that  are  not  done  as  though  they  were 
already  done  i  and  God  comes  after  and  puts  an 
honour  upon  £iith»  thai  he  that  believes  may  not 
be  aihamcd  or  confounded. 

He  that  believes  (hall  not  make  hafte.  The  work 
of  faith  is  God's  work  %  this,  is  the  work  of  God, 
that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  he  hath/ent  i  and  the  AU 
mighty  will  not  be  hurried  in  his  work ;  we  are  not 
to  lay,  Let  him  make/peed  and  b^en  bis  work,  that 
we  may  fee  it.  Ifaiah  v,  1 9.  Ih.*  Lord  will  bafien  iti% 
bis  time.  Ifaiah  Ix,  22.  The  firft  work  of  faith  is  to 
bring  diftant  things  near :  Mofes  fees  the  threatened 
judgment  of  God  coming  upon  Egypt,  and  cafts 
off  his  adoption;  by  faith  he  refufed  to  be  called  the 
fon  of  Pharaoh's  daughter.  Noah  is  warned  of  the 
deluge  not  fecn  as  yet  5  moved  with  fear,  and  in^ 
fluenced  by  faith,  he  builds  an  ark  and  faves  his 
houfe;  by  the  which  be  condemned  the  world,  and 
became  heir  of  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  by  faith. 

The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wifdom  5 
and  diis  wife  man,  who  is  brought  to  fear,  is  one  that 
fcrefees  the  evil  and  hides  himfelf.  The  evil  that  he 
forefccs  is  the  day  of  judgment,  the  great  day  of  the 
wrath  of  God ;  and  under  thcfc  fears  he  feeks  the  Sa* 
viour  and  flics  to  him,  which  in  the  New  Teftament 
is  called  fleeing  from  the  wrath  to  come,  for  refuge,  to 
ky  hold  upon  the  hope  fct  before  us.     The  work  of 
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unbelief  is  to  put  far  away  the  evil  dayy  and  to  caufe  the 
feat  ef  violence  to  come  near  \  but  the  work  of  faith  is 
to  bring  the  (inner  to  confider  bis  latter  end  \  and  whirn 
&ich  conies  he  cannot  put  the  evil  day  from  hinij 
it  will  be  uppermoft  in  his  mind,  and  always  before 
lum,  in  fpite  of  all  that  he  can  do.     To  thefe  views ' 
God  holds  him,  and  for  a  while  at  the  bar  of  equity  he 
ctaibns  with  him.  Cwftf,  let  us  reafon  together ^  faith  the 
Iffrd.  The  finner  fees  his  foUy  and  rues  it^  and  begins 
to  amend  and  reform,  to  be  attentive,  and  to  ponder 
matters  over  a  little,  and  hopes  that  a  change  hath 
taken  place ;  but,  alas !  felf-righteoufnefs  is  all  in 
all  with  him  (till ;  to  ftrip  him  of  which,  God  brings 
in  bill  upoi4  bill,  and  terror  upon  terror,  and  ap- 
pears againft  him :  And  I  will  come  near  to  you  to 
judgment^  and  I  will  be  a  Jwift  witnefs  againft  the 
forcerersy  and  againft  the  adulterers^  and  againft  fa^e 
Jwearers^  and  againft  ihoje  that  defraud  the  hireling  in 
his  wages y  the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs^  and  that  turn 
efide  the  ftranger  from  his  rights  and  fear  not  me^/aitb 
the  Lord  ofHofts  j  for  lam  the  Lord^  and  change  not^ 
therefore  ye  fons  of  Jacob  are  not  confumed.  Mal.iii.  - 
5, 6.    Under  this  trial  fcverc  inquifitions  arc  made,  . 
and  matters  dtfcovered  to  the  bottom,  lifted  up,  and 
canvafled  over,  till  the  mouth  of  boafiing  is  entirely 
ftopped,  and  the  (inner  becomes  guilty  before  God. 

The  Saviour  is  prclcnted  now  and  then  at  a  dif- 
tance,  and  the  need  of  him  is  forely  felt;  but  the 
whole  work  is  God's ;  we  can  neither  forward  it, 
nor  let  it.    From  Horeb  the  face  is  turned,  and  the 
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fiicc  is  ^ionward ;  the  eye  of  the  finner  is  to  his 
Maker,  ^d  he  has  refpe6t  to  the  HolyOneof  IfraeU 
and  with  fupplication  and  bitter  weeping  God  leads 
hinr),  and  he  comes  after  hiai  in  chains.  When  God 
(bines,  then  faith  fees,  not  elf^,  for  it  is  in  his  light 
that  we  fee  light :  this  ray  often  withdraws^  and  we 
appear  again  as  dark  and  as  far  off  as  ever.  Not  ^ 
one  fure  fl:ep  do  we  take,  unlefs  God  draws  us ;  not 
one  a£t  of  faith  is  put  forth,  unlefs  the  wind  bfow^ 
and  caufe  the  fpices  to  flow  out.  Under  every  fuch 
pleafing  fenfation  we  ftruggte  hard.  Ti^e  captive  exili 
hajiens  that  be  may  be  lorfedy  that  be  may  mi  die  in  the 
fit^  nor  that  bis  bread  may  fail.  But  this  haftiqeis 
adds  nothing  to  the  work,  foryejhall  not  go  out  with 
bajie^  nor^  byfiigbt^for  tbe  Lordjhallgo  before  you. 
Ifaiahlii.  12. 

After  a  little  of  this  eager  ftruggling  of  ours^  the 
work  feems  at  a  ftand  again ;  at  which  we  fret^ 
repine,  nnurmur,  are  felf-willed,  ftubborn,  and  per- 
verfe,  till  fear  and  terror  alarm  us  again,  and  then 
we  relent,  take  (hame  and  confufion  of  face  to  our* 
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felves,  confefs  our  madnefs,  and  implore  foj^ve-- 
ne(s ;  and,  when  refigned  and  fubmifiive,  meek  and 
quiet,  come  life^  or  come  deatb^  bere  I  amy  let  bim  do 
witb  me  what  feemetb  bim  goody  the  Lord  revives 
bis  work,  makes  known  the  matter  more  clearly, 
and  in  wrath  remembers  mercy.  Under  thefc  fclf 
abafmg  fenfations  of  humility,  meeknefs,  contrition^ 
compundion,  and  godly  forrow,  the  faith  of  the 
coming  finner  takes  all  the  fteps  that  he  takes. 
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When  fclf  is  denied,  abafed,  and  mortified,  theft 
feidi  moves  j  from  this  hweji  room  it  is  that  the  Lord 
bids  us  go  up  higher  j  before  every  ftep  that  leads  us 
to  the  honour  of  adoption  is  this  humility.  In  this 
matter  we  lee  that  felf  can  never  contribute  any 
Aing  to  faith,  nor  can  faith  and  felf  work  in  conjunc- 
tion together;  for  the  fleih  lufteth  againftthe  fpirit, 
and  the  fpirit  agaihft  the  fleih  j  the  law  of  fin  in  the 
members  wars  againft  the  law  of  faith  in  the  mind, 
and  thcfe  two  are  contrary  the  one  to  the  other : 
but,  if  the  flefh  be  mortified  through  the  Spirit,  we 
Ihall  live  by  faith.  Diftant  views,  and  budding 
hopes,  at  times  foftcn  and  fweeten  the  foul,  becalm 
and  compofe  it,  infomuch  that  terrors  and  torments 
begin  to  lofe  their  force,  and  their  violence  to  abate ; 
the  dreadful  day  looks  farther  off,  and  the  alarming 
fight  of  it  is  more  dim,  and  our  meditations  of  terror 
do  not  recoil  with  that  keennefs  and  fharpnefs  as 
heretofore ;  while  a  daily  crofs  becomes  more  fe- 
miliar,  and  fits  eafier  upon  the  Ihoulder,  and  the 
chaitifement^  of  God  yield  more  peaceable  fruits: 
and  when  patience  has  had 'her  pcrfcft  work  in  this 
bufinefs,  and  fubmifllon  to  the  will  of  God  takes 
place ;  human  ftrength  being  exhaufled,  and  the 
mercy  of  God  in  Chrift  implored;  the  fweetdl 
favour  of  Jefus,  and  the  odours  of  hts  ointments 
perfume  the  poor  foul  afrefh,  he  appears  more  in 
view,  and  ihews  himfelf  through  the  lattice  of  this 
cRcquer  work ;  the  finner's  hopes  fly  to  him,  and 
his  mouth  begins  to  confefs  him — Thou  artCbtiJi  the 
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Son  of  the  living  God.  Blejfed  art  tbou^  Simon  I  for 
fiefij  and  blood  hath  not  revealed  this  unto  tbee^  hut  vt/ 
Father  which  is  in  heaven.  The  fears  and  terrors 
of  the  law  fubfide,  an  angry  God  difappcars,  love 
operates,  and  God  fhines  upon  the  poor  Ibul  in  the 
countenance  of  his  dear  Son^  and  gives  hmx  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
face  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Now  the  will  chufes  him,  faith 
flies  out  to  him,  and  exercifes  all  her  power  on  ixim^ 
love  works  by  it,  and  joy  and  peace  flow  in  i  while 
Jefus  takes  pofTcflion  of  his  own,  and  is  crowned  King 
of  Zion,  the  poor  finner  afcribing  all  glory,  mighr> 
majefty,  dominion,  and  power  to  him  for  ever  and 
ever. 

The  moft  puzzling  thing  to  the  believer  under 
all  this  work  is,  that  when  he  does  the  moll:  good, 
as  he  thinks,  he  is  the  lead  regarded  s  and  when 
he  draws  the  word  conclufions  of  himfelf  and  his 
ftate,  he  is  the  moil  cordially  received ;  that  when 
he  detefts  himfelf,  he  meets  with  the  moil:  pleafing 
approbation  of  God;  and  that  when  nothing  but 
damnadon  is  expedefl,  that  then  falvation  is  the 
moft  near  to  them  that  fear  him :  yea^  and  when  be 
would  entreat  God  to  let  lopfe  his  hand  and  cut  him 
off,  as  Job  did,  bebg  deiperate  againft  himfelf  and 
his  (in,  that  even  then  he  finds  the  fweeteft  and 
moft  heart-melting  feafons  with  God.  But,  alas !  we 
forget  that  falvation  is  of  grace,  and  not  of  works ; 
that  God  juftifies  the  ungodly  who  work  not,  but 
believes  that  his  firength  is  made  perfed  in  our 
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weakneis ;  and  that  God  entertains  them  who  are 
n^df  to  perifh ;  that  he  fiUs  the  hungry  with  good 
things,  but  feods  the  rich  empty  away.  A  bribe  in 
our  hand  to  obtain  Chrift,  is  the  only  thing  that 
keeps  us  from  him  i  and  afoolidi  notion  of  rubbing 
off  ibtne  of  the  debt^  is  the  cau&  of  the  debt  book 
lying  open  fo  long  againft  us  i  /or  wbin  we  bavs 
naibing  to  pay  be  frankly  forgivis  us.  But  this  ftate 
of  iniblvenqr  is  terribly  mortifying  and  degrading  to 
human  pride.  However,  there  we  muft  come,  or 
lie  in  prifon^  till  the  utmoil  mite  be  paid ;  for  the 
Surety  will  difcharge  all  or  none ;  be  will  be  all  in 
all  to  us,  or  nothing. 

The  Father  of  the  faithful  obtained  the  promile 
of  a  fon,  and  waits  for  the  fulfilment  of  it  till  nature 
itfelf  militates  againft  him  i  to  remedy  which  Hagar 
is  iiibftituted  into  the  place  of  Sarab.  IJhmael  comes 
into  the  world,  and  the  end  is  obtained,  and  here 
he  rcfts,  ^be  Jieward  of  my  boufe  is  tbis  Eleazar  of 
DamqfcuSj  and  lo  one  bom  in  my  boufe  is  mine  beir. 
All  this  human  contrivance  helps  nothing  forward  i 
Otbat  IJhmael  migbi  live  before  tbee!  No,  reafon  and 
all  her  pleas  muft  give  way  to  faith,  and  faith  muft 
have  nothing  to  look  to,  or  depend  on,  but  the 
power  of  God.  Againft  all  hope  founded  in  nature, 
and  fupported  by  reafon,  he  muft  believe  in  hope, 
founded  on  the  power,  truth,  and  faithfulncfs  of 
God.  Abraham  muft  believe  that  what  God  had  pro- 
mifedhe  was  able  to  perform^  and  Sarab  muft  by  faith 
receive  ftrengtb  from  above  to  conceive  feed,  by  judging 
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tim  faUbful  that  bath  prmBtfed.  And  we  mufl:  look 
to  Abraham  our  father,  and  to  Sarah  that  bare  us^  if 
ever  our  fouls  are  quickened  to  ferve  the  living  God* 
For  their  faith  and  ours  mutt  centre^  and  meet  in 
unity,  in  the  fame  obje£bi  and  all  our  fruitfulnefs,  as 
urell  as  theirs,  muft  come  from  his  promife  ^  yea,  it 
mufl:  come  from  the  fame  feed  Chrift,  vho  is  the 
living  vine»  and  tree  of  life,  from  whom  all  grace 
and  life  comes :  and  he  is  a  tree  of  life  in  us  a^ 
well  as  in  thein.    In  m  if  (by  frnif /om4^ 
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VI. 

THE    BELIEVER'3   safest  PATH   IN   THE    DARKEST 

NIGHT, 

But  be  hnowetb  the  way  that  I  take  j  when  be  batb 
tried  me  I  Jhall  come  forth  as  gold.    Jobxxiii. 

Job  bad  been  much  indulged  with  the  prefence 
of  God^  and  he  had  obtained  a  good  report  through 
&ithj  God  teftifying  of  hioi  that  he  was  a  perfeA 
^xA  an  upright  nman,  one  that  feared  God  and  ef« 
chewed  evil.  He  acknowledges  the  felicity  that  he 
had  enjoyed^  the  condcfcenfion  of  God  to  him,  and 
^  holy  familiarity  the  Almighty  had  favoured  him 
with.  He  had  feen  the  bleffing  of  God  upon  the 
work  of  his  hands,  infomuch  that  his  fubftance  was 
lb  increafed  as  that  he  became  the  greateft  man  for 
wealth  in  all  the  eaft;  and  his  liberal  heart  kept 
pace  in  fome  meafure  with  the  bountiful  hand  of  his 
^f  aker :  he  was  truly  bleiled  in  his  flock,  in  the 
fold^  in  the  fiore^  in  the  baflcet,  in  the  city,  and  in 
the  field. 

He  was  j^leflTcd  with  the  fruit  of  the  womb  alfo : 
he  had  a  flouriihing  fan)ily  of  ten  childrenj  which 
aflembled  together  often  with  God's  people,  and 
Rafted  in  each  others  houfes^  and  who  were  per* 
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mitted  to  aflemble,  and  did  afiemble*  among  the 
(bns  of  God  ;  and  were  fo  called  on  die  account  of 
their  religious  parent^  and  their  adherence  to  his 
religion  and  counfelj  who  taught  them  the  good  old 
way,  and  who  rofe  up  early  and  fent  and  fan&ified 
them  daily ;  yea,  and  offered  a  facrifice  every  morn* 
ing  according  to  the  number  of  them  all ;  leji^ 
iaith  he,  they  have  bemjtducedy  and  finned^  and  have 
teen  overcome  by  Satan  to  curje-  God  in  their  heart. 
Thus  did  Job  continually,  and  thus  will  every  be- 
lieving parent  do,  who  knows  the  grace  of  God  in 
truth  \  his  family  will  follow  his  foul  into  his  clofet 
both  morning  and  evening  \  yea,  and  at  all  other 
times  by  day  or  by  night. 

Furthermore,  his  retinue  was  very  great  \  he  had 
a  very  great  houfehold^  which  he  endeavoured  to 
keep  in  good  order  \  he  never  defpifed  the  caufc  of 
his  man  fervant,  or  of  his  maid  fervant ;  for  fome 
of  them  were  brought  up  with  him^  and  the  £ime 
God  that  formed  Job  in  the  womb  formed  them 
alfo. 

Add  to  this,  as  a  ruler  or  magiftrate  Job  flione 
with  peculiar  luftre  i  his  judgment  was  as  a  robe  and  a 
diadem.  When  he  went  out  through  the  city,  when 
he  prepared  his  feat  in  the  ftreet,  the  young  men 
faw  him  and  hid  themfelves,  the  aged  arofe  and 
ftood  up,  all  waited  for  his  counfel,  and  after  his 
judgment  and  fentence  of  the  caie  they  ipake  not 
again,  but  abode  by  his  decidon.  The  caufe  that 
he  knew  not  he  fearched  out,  he  plucked  the  fpoil 
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out  of  the  teeth  of  the  oppreflbr^  and  made-  the 
widow's  heart  to  ling  for  joy.    In  thefe  things  he 
kept  a  SOQid  conf^ence,  d^^claring^  My  heart  Jball 
tot  refroath  i$efo  long  as  I  Uv^.    But  the  glory  of 
all  this  ought  to  h^ve  b^en  given  to  God^  who  works 
in  us  both  to  will  ^nd  to  do. 

Moreover,  the  grace  of  God  was  abundant  upon 
bim ;  hence  his  confeflion  and  complaint.  0  that  it 
was  tmtb  me  as  in  months  paji^  as  in  the  days  of  mj 
ywxb  \  when  the  Almighty  was  with  me^  when  my  chil-^ 
dren  were  about  me^  when  the  Jeer et  of  God  was  upm 
my  tabernacle^  when  the  gbry  of  God  was  frejb  in  me^ 
when  bis  vifitations  preferved  my  fpirit^  when  the 
candle  of  God  finned  upon  my  head^  and  the  dew  Urf 
aU  night  t^on  my  braneb. 

But  now  he  faw  not  his  figns ;  his  fubftance  was 
aU  cut  off i  God  gave,  and  God  took  it  away.  Hi$ 
flourifhing  family  all  aflembled  in  their  elder  bro- 
ther's houie;  all  on  a  fudden  the  houfe  is  fmittenat  all 
die  four  corners,  and  they  are  all  buried  in  its  ruins, 
and  lent  to  the  houfe  appointed  for  all  living.  The 
iervants  in  the  field  all  fall  by  the  fword,  or  go  into 
captivity  i  none  is  left  but  one  of  each  band  to  bring 
die  heavy  tidmgs  of  the  others  deftru6bion.  His 
health  leaves  htm,  and  a  loathfome  diieafe  feizes  him, 
till  bis  flefh  corrupts ;  he  is  poured  out  as  milk,  and 
curdled  like  cheefe  $  and  the  corruption  of  his  flefh 
fticks  to  the  colour  of  his  coat ;  his  breath  is  fhange 
to  his  wife,  and  fhe  turns  atheifl ;  the  youths  pulh 
away  hb  feet  i  his  religious  friends  deal  as  deceitfully 
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AS  a  brook  that  fails  in  fummer ;  the  devil  fills  him 
with  oaths  and  curies  agamfl:  God ;  and  they  that 
had  reaped  the  benefits  of  his  adminiftratioDs  afked 
contemptuoufly,  fFhtre  is  the  boufe  of  tb^ prince?  But 
theworfl  of  all,  the  greateftof  all  lofles^  theheavieft 
of  all  calamities,  is,  his  God  and  Saviour  is  gone  i 
and  this  lofs  can  never  be  repaired  by  the  finding  of 
another.  O  that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him !  I 
go  backward,  hut  be  is  not  there ,  and  forward,  but  I 
cannot  behold  him  on  the  right  bandy  where  be  doib. 
work,  and  on  the  left  hand,  but  I  cannot  perceive  him. 
The  Mefliah  is  his  all  in  all;  and  to  lofe  him  is  to 
lofe  all  that  is  worth  keeping,  and  all  that  is  good 
or  worth  getting,  and  all  that  can  be  loft  both  to 
foul  and  all.  But  this  pearl  of  great  price  cannot  be 
finally  loft  when  once  he  is  found,  and  all  is  parted 
with  for  the  fake  of  him. 

Thus  this  good  man  had  (een  the  leadings  of 
God*s  providence,  and  obferved  thefe  things,  and 
had  underftood  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  as 
all  that  watch  his  hand  and  handy-works  (hall  do ; 
he  had  enjoyed  the  prefence  of  God,  and  the  ]ead«> 
ings  of  his  Spirit,  and  of  his  grace  and  counfef ;  and 
by  faith  in  him,  and  watchfulnefs  on  him,  by  feeling 
for  his  prefence  and  walking  in  the  light  of  his  couh- 
tenance,  he  had  cleaved  to  him,  enjoyed  union  and 
communion  with  himj  and,  like  Enoch  and  Noah,  he 
had  walked  humbly  and  tenderly  with  his  Grod.  But 
now  he  is  gone ;  he  is  gone  in  a  path  that  Job  knew 
not,  and  he  was  leading  Job  in  paths  that  he  had  nor 
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known:  God's  paths  now  were  in  the  mighty 
waters,  and  his  footftcps  were  out  of  fight.  This 
was  to  Job  not  the  old  beaten  track,  but  an  unfre- 
quented path.  Job  looks  to  every  footftep  of  the 
old  way,  but  he  was  not  diere :  barrennefs  was  in 
the  field,  death  in  his  offspring,  ficknefs  in  his  body, 
fin  and  wrath  in  his  foul,  deftru(aion  triumphing  in 
his  fenrants,  deifm  in  his  wife,  ingratitude  in  his 
friends,  triumph  in  his  enemies,  and  all  the  artillery 
of  hell  invading  his  mind.  Which  way  his  God  is 
gone  he  knows  not,  but  he  fubmits  to  infinite  wif- 
dom,  and  confefiles  his  own  ignorance  j  where  be  is 
er  wbkb  way  beisgrnte^  I  know  not. 

But  be  kmwetb  the  way  that  I  fake  (or  the  way 
that  is  widi.me).  Now  in  fuch  defperate  cafes  as 
diefc,  or  when  at  a  lois  in  fuch  perilous  paths,  in 
which  no  ray  of  light  Ihines,  no  voice  of  wifdom  or 
mercy  is  heard,  no  footftep  of  God  to  be  traced, 
nor  any  known  line  to  be  drawn ;  when  there  is 
none  to  caft  up  die  way,  gather  out  the  ftones,  lift 
up  the  ftandard,  or  take  up  the  ftumbling  blocks  out 
of  die  way,  or  to  read  the  handwriting  againft  us ; 
not  one  interpreter  among  a  thoufand  to  fliew  unto 
man  the  uprightnefs  of  God,  and  what  that  upright- 
nels  is  that  God  requires  in  a  man  -,  when  the  fun 
goes  down  over  the  prophets,  and  the  Ihadows  of 
the  evening  are  ftretched  out>  when  there  is  no 
more  among  us  any  prophet  that  knoweth  how 
long  5  when  we  fee  not  our  figns  nor  tokens  for 
goodi  when  the  poor  and  needy  fcek  water  and 
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there  is  none,  and  their  tongue  failcth  for  thirft ; 
when  thofc  who  utter  error  againft  the  Lord  make 
empty  the  foul  of  the  hungry,  and  caufe  the  drink 
of  the  thirfty  to  fail ;  when  providence  fcems  to  run 
counter  to  the  promife  and  to  all  the  expectations  of 
hope;  when  the  fmiles  of  heaven  (ecm  to  fevour  the 
wicked)  and  the  faint  is  chaltened  every  morning 
and  plagued  every  day;  when  Ziklag  is  burnt  with 
fire,  and  the  Amalekites  rejoice  in  the  fpoil  i  when 
the  man  after  God's  own  heart  is  going  to  be  ftoned 
and  thoie  that  were  doomed  to  deftruftion  are 
enriched  with  his  all ;  when  Samfbn  grinds  in  the 
prifon,  and  the  Philiftines  are  entertained  with  (port 
made  by  the  Nazarite  of  God ; — I  lay,  in  ibch  cafes 
as  thefe  the  faint  of  God  fliould  be  at  a  point  God» 
according  to  our  view  of  things,  is  gone,  and  we 
know  not  which  courfe  he  has  fteered.  But  this  we- 
know,  that,  however  a  juft  God  may  feem  to  favour 
the  counfel  of  the  wicked,  yet  judgment  muft 
come,  fooner  or  later,  to  vindicate  the  righteoufnefs 
of  the  juft,  and  to  be  pafTed  in  their  behalf;  for 
judgment  ft)all  return  unto  rigbteott/nefs^  and  all  the  s^- 
right  in  heart  Jball follow  it.  For  no  weapon  fbmied 
againft  the  juft  fhall  profper ;  every  moudi  that  fhdl 
rife  ftgainft  them  in  judgment  they  fhall  condemn ; 
this  is  the  heritage  of  the  Lord's  fervants,  and  they 
Ihall  never  be  deprived  of  it.  In  the  worft  of  ftraits 
the  faint  of  God  is  never  left  without  a  voice^  nor 
without  a  watchword* 

The  blelTed  Spirit  of  alltruthj  the  miferable  foul's 
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cotrfortcr,  and  the  diftrcffed  foul's  faithful  and  true 
witnefs,  informed  Job  how  to  zSt  in  this  critical 
jundure  -,  and  that  was,  to  continue  ina  path  in  which 
he  was  fure  to  meet  his  God  again.  There  is  one 
way,  to  Ipeak  in  the  ftriftcft  fcnfc  of  the  word^  in 
which  God  has  promiied  to  meet  us,  and  but  one ; 
and  that  is,  not  in  a  way  of  our  own  devifing,  or  in 
a  way  thatfecms  right  in  our  own  eyes,  for  thefe  arc 
the  ways  of  death  s  but  it  is  this — 

^bau  meetefi  bim  thai  rtfoicetb  and  worhib  rigbteoup^ 
nefs,  ibofe  tbai  remember  tbee  in  tby  ways.  Ifaiah  Ixi v.  5, 
Now,  though  this  way  is  cxprcffed  in  the  plural  num- 
ber, yet  that  is  only  on  the  account  of  the  many  ways 
and  means  of  God's  grace,  in  which  the  Spirit  diredts 
us  to  the  true  and  only  way  to  the  Fathcr,^^  God 
pves  bis  people  one  beart  and  one  way.  And  what 
way  is  this  in  which  God  promifes  to  meet  thoie 
tb^  remember  him  and  work  righteoufhefs  ?  I  an-* 
fwer^  Chrift  himfelf  informs  us  that  tbe  Faiber  ran 
andmet^  and  kijfed  tbe  prodigal  at  tbejacrjfiu  oftbefat^ 
ted  ca^^  and  in  the  firft  and  bed  robe  he  embraced 
him.  This  is  the  way  that  we  are  to  take  in  the 
darkeft  feaibns.  Wbo  is  tbere  among  you  tbatfearetb 
Ae  Lord^  tbat  obeyetb  tbe  voiee  ofbis/ervant^  tbat  walk* 
etb  in  darknefs  and  batb  no  tigbt^  let  bim  trufl  in  tbe 
name  of  tbe  Lordy  and ftofbimfelf  upon  bis  God.  Chrift 
is  God's  fervant  whom  he  upholds,  his  fervant  tbat 
is  to  be  extolled,  and  to  be  very  high,  and  we  are 
to  obey  his  voicfe^  to  truft  in  the  name  of  that  King 
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that  the  l*'ather  hath  fet  upon  his  holy  hill,  for  he  is 
the  Lord  our  God. 

And  this  is  the  way  that  Job  took*  Did  Job  re- 
linquifli  the  hold  that  he  had  of  his  Redeemer  ?  Na. 
7  know^  (kith  he,  that  my  Redeemer  livetb,  and  that  be 
Jballjiand  in  the  latter  days  upon  the  earth ;  andj  though 
after  myjkin  worms  defiroy  this  hody\yet  in  myflejbjhall 
I  fee  God.  Job  knew  that  his  Redeemer  lived,  and 
he  knew  that  he  was  God,  and  that  he  fliould  fee 
him  as  he  is  and  be  like  him. 

Did  Job  caft  away  his  confidence,  which  hath  a 
great  rccompence  of  reward?  O  no !  He  fought  the 
good  fight  of  faith,  that  he  might  lay  hold  on  eter* 
nal  life.     Though  he  flay  me^  yet  will  I  truft  in  him. 

But  Job  was  at  the  throne  of  judgment,  and  there* 
fore  complains,  Dojt  thou  bring  me  into  judgment  with 
thee  f  Yea,  and  the  handwriting  of  the  law  was  againft 
him ;  thou  writ  eft  bitter  things  againft  me  ^  &c.  Yea,  and 
the  law  difcovereth  his  (ins  alfo  i  thou  makefi  me  to 
foffefs  the  iniquities  of  my  youth,  thou  haft  feaUd  up  my 
tranfgref/ions  in  a  bag^  I  know  that  thou  wilt  not  hold 
me  innocent.  But  does  all  this  drive  the  Me(riah  out 
of  his  heart  ?  No,  no ;  put  me  in  a  furety  with  thee. 
When  Job  felt  the  curfe  and  wrath  of  God,  he  looks 
to  his  Redeemer  \  when  God  (hewed  him  the  debt**- 
book,  he  calls  for  the  furety ;  and,  when  he  found 
himfelf  at  the  throne  of  judgment,  he  looks  for  the 
throne  of  grace  \  0  that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him^ 
that  I  might  come  even  to  bis  feat^  I  would  order  my 
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€m^e  befori  him,  and  fill  thy  tntmtb  wUb  arguments  % 
then  the  righteous  might  di/pute  with  bim ;  fojbculd  I 
he  deliveridfir  ever  from  my  judge.  fFill  be  plead 
agaiiift  Me  wiib  bis  great  power  ?  No,  but  be  would 
putfirengtb  into  me  i  for  it  is  in  Chrift  that  we  have 
both  righteoufhefs  and  ftrength  i  nor  will  our  only 
advocate  plead  againft  us,  but  for  us.  And  what 
is  this  looking  to  the  mercy^'feac  ?  but  the  fame 
employ  as  ours ;  and  what  the  new  teftament  calls 
hifking  to  J  ejus  ^  tbe  author  andfinijber  of  our  faith . 

Did  Job  give  up  the  truths  or  the  way  of  truth  ? 
did  he  give  up  the  doftrines  of  Girift,  the  word  of 
life  and  love  that  he  received  from  him  ?  No^  by 
no  means:  truth  was  his  (hield'and  buckler^  and  he 
held  it  faft.  My  foot  hath  held  bis  Jieps,  bis  way 
have  I  kept,  and  not  declined.  Neither  have  I  gone ' 
back  from-  tbe  commandment  of  bis  lips ;  I  have 
efieemed  tbe  words  of  bis  mouth  more  than  my  ne^ 
cejary  food.  Job  xxiii.  1 1>  I2.  This  is  walking  in 
the  way  of  truth,  and  walking  in  the  faith  of  the 
Mefliah^  who  was  then  to  come>  and  whom  Job 
held  faft  as  his  redeemer j  furety^  and  mercy -featj 
or  throne  of  grace. 

But  charity  is  the  more  excellent  way.  Did  Job 
walk  in  love?  Yes^  he  did;  he  was  rooted  and 
grounded  in  love ,  and  he  would  infift  on  it  thaC 
his  circumftances,  joyS)  profperityj  and  happinefs^ 
were  not  withered  away  for  lack  oi moifiure,  for  tbe 
dew  bad  lain  all  night  upon  bis  branch ;  nor  yet  (or 
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the  want  of  a  ro9t  in  himfclf,  for  he  dechrtd  that 
ibe  rcot  vf'tbc  matter  was  found  in  him. 

He  hdd  faft  his  confidence  in  his  Sutcty,  andknc^ 
that  All  his  calamities  came  not  rn  vindtdtiVe  ^«Vtath 
fo  as  to  ccnninate  ki  his  eternal  damnation,  but  that 
he  >va^  judged  and  chaftencd,  that  he  might  hot  ht 
condemned  with  the  world.  Ne  aybjhallbe  myfalva- 
fUfiy  fer  an  l^pecrite  Jball  not  cofme  before  him ;  heholi 
now  I  have  ordered  my  cauje^  I  know  th&t  Ifhall  bejufii^ 
fied\  who  it  he  that  will  plead  with  me?  Jobxiii.  16^ 
1 7 J  t  S .  T  hus  Job  confeOes  his  &ith  in  the  Mefliah^ 
and  calls  him  his  falvacion^  his  furetyj  hifi  redeemer^ 
and  his  throne  of  grace,  or  mercy-feat:  he  hdkl 
faft  the  ^rords  of  his  mouth  as  his  great  prophet, 
and  fufFered  not  his  (leps  to  decline  from  his  ways  : 
he  held  faft  his  integrity  \  he  abode  by  the  Cefti- 
mony  that  God  gave  him  s  he  kept  a  good  conicience^ 
andfuffired  not  bis  heart  to  reproach  him :  he  walked 
in  (aith  and  in  lore,  and  defired  the  prefence  of  his 
God  above  every  thing  elfe.  My  defire  is  to  reofn 
with  God  \  O  that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him! 
This  is  walking  in  the  fteps  of  the  faith  of  our  father 
Abraham,  which  he  had  in  uncircumcifion  j  this  was 
*the  way  that  Job  took,  and  he  commits  his  way  to 
the  Lord)  that  his  thoughts  might  be  eftablifiied. 
He  knoweth  the  way  that  I  take^  and  when  be  bath 
tried  me  Ifhall  ccme  forth  as  gold. 

And  ^w  let  us  fte  how  he  fucoeeds;  whether  his 
prediftions  arc  fulfilled  j  whether  God  honours  his 
iahh,  and  confirms  his  words  i  whether  his  decrees 
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are  tlhiblifhrd  and  his  fayings  tomt  to  pais ;  that  we 
may  do  him  honour.  And  upon  trial  we  find  hini  a 
true  prophet :  God  honours  his  faith,  and  the  Spirit*s 
teftitrtony  in  him  j  and  the  whole  of  his  aflertions 
came  to  pafs.  He  is  tried  and  comes  forth  as  gold. 
Firft,  Elihu  is  fent  to  him  in  the  office  and  charafter 
of  the  great  mediator  and  divine  interpreter,  who 
is  to  be,  according  tb  Job's  wi(h,  in  God's Jiead.  He 
reafons  with  him,  fliews  him  wherein  he  erred,  and 
wherein  he  has  been  deficient ;  (hews  God's  end  iti 
chafHfetnents  and  affliftions,  but  yet  vindicates  Job's 
character  as  a  faint  of  God,  lam  according  to  thy  wijh 
in  God^s  ftead ;  my  terror  Jhall  not  make  thee  ufraidy 
wrfiall  my  hand  he  heavy  upon  thee.  Ideftre  tojuJHfy 
ihee.  I  'voill fetch  my  knowledge  from  afar,  and  ibill 
ajcribe  righteoufnefs  to  my  Maker  \  truly  my  words  Jb alt 
not  hefalje,  he  that  isperfeSin  knowledge  is  with  thee*, 
thy  words  fbaU  be  of  the  upright n0  of  my  heart,  and 
my  lips  Jhall  utter  knowledge  clearly.  Thus  did  this 
pious  and  faithful  youth  perfonate  the  gfSat  Inter- 
preter, whom  we  call  The  wonderful  Counfellor,  the 
mighty  God,  the  Father  of  the  eternal  age^  afid  the 
Prince  of  peace. 

And  now  the  King  himftlf  fqcceeds  hiis  ambafla- 
dor,  fcconds  all  his  motions,  confirms  the  word  of 
his  fcrvant,  and  performs  the  counicl  of  his  mef- 
fenger  j  he  fpeaks  to  Job  out  of  the  whirlwind,  re- 
proves what  is  amils,  and  reprehends  him  for  it  j  but 
Hill  vindicates  him  and  his  conduft  above  and  be- 
fore all  bis  friends,  who  had  widened  the  breach  in- 
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ftead  offtanding  \a  the  gap,  and  helped  forward  the 
calamity  inftcad  of  afluaging  the  grief  of  the  dif' 
treflcd.  Thcfc  are  all  bid  to  take  their  facrificcs  to 
Job,  who  is  to  pray  for  th^m,  left  God  deal  with  tbem 
after  their  folly,  who  had  not  fpoken  the  things  that 
were  right  of  God,  as  his  fervant  Job  had;  and  no 
wonder,  for  not  one  of  all  the  three  ever  pointed 
him  to  the  MefTiah ;  and  hence  it  is  that  they  are  all 
now  ordered  to  bring  their  facrifices  to  Job,  to  let 
them  know  that  there  can  be  no  accefs  to  God,  nor 
acceptance  with  him,  without  a  facrifice,  which  is 
Chrift*,  nor  without  an  interceflbr^  which  at  this 
time  was  Job.  Take  your  facrifices  to  my  fervant 
Job,  and  he  (hall  pray  for  you,  for  him  will  I  accept, 
left  I  deal  with  you  according  to  your  folly.  Job 
prays,  and  God  turned  the  captivity  of  Job  when  he 
prayed  for  his  friends.  God  alfo  accepted  Job ; 
and  now,  according  to  his  own  faith,  be  hath  been 
tried^  and  be  comes  for tf)  as  gold. 

God  had  tried  his  temperance  and  liberality  with 
an  uncommon  (tore  of  plenty  i  and,  upon  trial,  gold 
was  not  his  confidence,  nor  the  love  of  money 
his  root.  He  had  tried  his  parental  afFeftions  by 
the  lofs  of  his  children,  but  they  were  not  inordf- 
nate  •,  he  confcfTcs  that  the  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord 
hath  taken  away :  and  in  all  this  Job  finned  not,  nor 
attributed  folly  to  God.  He  had  tried  his  conjugal 
afFeftions,  and  found  them  not  inordinate  neither ;  for, 
when  his  wife  advifed  him  to  relinquifh  his  integrity 
and  to  curfe  God  and  die,  he  did  not  aft  like  Adam 
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in  heaikening  to  the  voice  of  his  wife,  but  calls  her 
Ipeech  that  of  a  fbolifli  woman,  and  alks,  Shall  we  rt^ 
ceive  good  at  the  band  of  God^  ahdjhall  toe  not  receive 
evil?  The  Lofd  hath  tried  hi5  feith  with  thd  with*, 
drawment  of  his  own  countenance,  with  grievous 
bodily  afBiftiohs,  and  with  the  fiery  darts  and  fore 
bufferings  of  Satan  ;  yet  Job  holds  fiift  by  the  hand 
of  &ith,  he  abounds  in  hope,  he  expefiis  a  glorious 
deliverance,  and  prcdidts"  it  in  the  ftrbngeft  terms : 
When  be  bath  tried  me  IJball  comefortb  as  gold. 

God  tried  Job's  love  to  him  very-  fharply  by  let- 
ting an  army  of  terrors  into  hi^  foul,  which  filled  him 
with  toffings  to  and  fro  all  night  long:  He  was 
feared  with  dreams  and  terrified  through  vifions ; 
yea,  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty  were  within  him, 
and  the  poifon  thereof  drank  up  his  fpirits ;  yet  he 
difcovers  the  faith  of  God's  eleft,  and  fticks  to  the 
love  of  God*s  heart,  even  when  he  was  pierced 
through  with  the  arrows  of  his  quiver,  ^l/o  now 
heboid  my  witne/s  is  in  beaven,  and  my  record  is  on 
bigb  J  my  friends Jcom  me^  hut  mine  eyepouretb  out  tears 
unto  God.  Tbou  Jhalt  cally  and  I  will  an/wer  tbee-i 
thou  wilt  bave  a  dejire  to  the  works  of  thine  hands. 

The  fiery  trial  anfwers  many  good  purpofes;  it 
purges  the  chaflf  from  the  wheat.  The  way-fide 
hearers,  ftony  ground  hearers,  the  thorny  ground 
too,  fee  off  for  heaven,  as  well  as  the  real  hearef  s 
of  the  word  of  the  kingdom,  yea  and  outran  them  v 
only  the  firft  in  fetting  out  were  the  laft  that  ar- 
rived there  i  for,  when  the  fun  of  perfecution  and 
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temptation  wapced  hpr^  aU  blind  >-ca1>  the  joys  ihtf 
.^rung  &oqi,  natural  a&£^ians,  ii^ith  ^\  their  ^axuraji 
^itb,  withered  smkfy  ami  tf^y  ^1  l^acki  Hod  feU 
^way  I  only  f^tji  th]^t.iijiiorkcth  ^)y  Ipve  DprRtthrqqgh^ 
neither  of  which  can  &U«  (^barftj  nfwer  fail^tk  ^  aa4 
/  k9Vi.  t^Jlfii  /^  /A^i  f^^  tiff  faith  fail  mt.  Here 
the  real  laift  fees  the  difllT^eofe,  ^nd  the  good  han4 
of  God  tha^t  niak?s  hina  to  differ.  '  At  the  river  Joir 
daA  Gideon's  army,  iras  tried^  and  a  difcovery  wa> 
madci  tp  hipil  who  Wf  re  hearty  in  th^  Lord's  cau^ 
andwha  wero  not.,  Abraham's  ordei  to  kill  his  fon 
li^ac  tried  biS/l^Y^  tQ  Gpd.  not  dut  God  might 
k^w  it,  but;  th^  Abrahp^m  mightj,  and  that  God 
qiight  have  an  Qpportqn\ty  of  applauding  it ;  and  in 
thi$,  a^air  ^xih^m  had  an  opportunity  of  trying 
Gpdf  and  tfa^  in  tihis  re;^eAa  in  peering  up  his  all, 
t<x  prove  what  he  fiioukl  get  in  exchange.  And 
here  it  was  thai;  he  iaw  his  Saviour's  day,  and  found 
him  not  only  a  tried  ftpnc,  but  a^  furc  foundation ; 
he  gets  hi?  Ifaac  back,  fees  his  Saviour  in  the  typ^, 
obtains  another  promife,  another  bleffing,,  and  both 

.  coefinned  by  oath. 

And  fo  Job  had  in  this  trial  an  opportunity  of 
trying  the  feithfulnefs,  affcAion,  and  fympathy,  of  all 
his  friends ;  and  upon  proof  he  found  them  forgers 
of  lies,  mifcrable  comforters,  and  phyficians  of  no 
value.  It  ferved  to  try  alfo  the  affeftions  of  his 
lj,^oufe  J  and  it  appeared  upon  proof  that  (he  did  not 
care  if  the  devil  had  hini,  lb  as  he  was  but  dead.; 
Defi  tbcuftill  retain  tbw  int^rity  ?  Cur/i  God^  and  di^. 
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He  made  trial  a3fo  of  tbofe  who  had  ibnn(Tiv  ho* 
naured  bim  and  careilbd  him  as  a  onagiftr^tc;  and 
it  appeared  now  that  Job  was  dioir  b)r*WQrd>  who 
bcfrrctimo  was  as  a  ubcct.  God  tried  .^'Si  Ikitbt 
hope,  love,  and  patience;  and  Job  tried  (aod's 
^khftdnefsy  to  fte  if  Ke  woisld  hdioour  hia  &rwfit 
teftinKm^  of  bim^  and  the  Spirit's  work  in  bins 
whether  one  wfaofe  n^me  was  rtcoirdtd  lA  l^^soiet 
douM becaft  ^wiqr;  whether  the  root  oCtke  ataov 
could  be  loft ;  whether  faith  could  fail ;  wiftther  all 
things  were  poflTible  to  be  done  for  thofe  thsLi  be- 
lieve, and  whether  according  to  his  faith  it  would  be 
done  unto  him.  And  he  found  his  6od  and  Saviour 
faithful  and  true  -,  his  faith  was  honoured,  and  all  his 
predictions  of  future  enlargement  were  fulfilled,  and 
he  comes  forth  as  gold :  rich  in  faith,  rich  in  pro* 
mifes,  rich  toward  God,  and  in  the  full  afTurance  of 
a  treafure  in  the  heavens,  where  no  moth  corrupts 
nor  thief  approaches.  He  fees  his  Lord  in  open 
vifion,  and  comes  forth  into  the  glorious  liberty  of 
God's  children.  Job  muft  be  the  high  prieft  to 
offer  the  facrifices  of  his  friends,  and  to  pray  for 
them ;  and  they  prefent  to  Job  their  free-will  offer- 
ings, and  God's  bleifing  falls  upon  them.  He  re- 
ceives once  more  ten  children,  double  the  number 
of  cattle  he  ever  had  before,  aiid  lives  to  a  good  old 
age ;  his  hoary  head  is  a  crown  of  glory,  becaufe  it 
is  found  in  the  way  of  rightcoufnefe.  frben  be  hatb 
tried  me  J  IJball  come  far tb  as  gold. 
I  have  often  thought  that  Mofes,  who  left  Egypt 
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in  faith^  and  was  by  divine  Providence  directed  to 
Midian^  where  he  continued  twenty  years,  was  the 
inftrumcnt  under  God  of  fpreading.  the  fiivour  of 
his  knowledge  in  thofe  countries.  Elihu,  Job^  Eli* 
phaz,  Btldad^  Zophar,  and  Jethro,  were  in  mine 
opinion  the  fpintual  children  of  Mofes  i  $uid  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  Mofes  was  the  writer  of  this 
book)  and  perhaps  an  eye  and  an  ear- witnefs  of  the 
wonders  of^God  in  it  s  but  this  is  only  conjedturp, 
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VII. 

THB  DNANIMITT  OP  PAUL  AND  JAHB8. 

XtJ^  thin  how  that  by  v^crks  a  man  isjyfi'^d^  and 
n0t  hy  faith  only*   James  ii.  24, 

Thb  apoftle  13  here  cuttirig  at  luch  profei&rs  as 
talk  of  their  fgith,  while  their  fouls  were  dead  to 
Godj  without  any  love  to  hiai>  motion  towards 
him,  or  exercife  upon  him. 

Now  fuch  a  conBdeqce  as  this,  which  is  without 
die  proper  works  that  attend  genuine  faith,  what 
d9th  it  profit^  my  br^thr^n  ?  It  is  of  no  avail.  It  doth 
not  apply  the  atonement^  nor  put  on  an  imputed 
ri^bfieouihefs  i  it  is  not  attended  with  peace,  it  doth 
not  work  by  love,  nor  doth  it  prevail  with  God 
in  prayer,  nor  hath  it  been  attended  with  the  feal 
of  the  Spirit,  nor  with  the  witneis  of  him ;  and 
therefore  the  talker  of  this  faith  is  a%  dead  and  as 
barrel)  to  God  as  ever  he  was ;  and  then  what  doth 
it  profit  f  Canfaitbjave  him?  No,  faith  is  no  faviouri 
there  is  lalvation  in  no  other  name  under  heaven  but 
in  Chrift :  and  fuch  a  faith  as  this,  which  perform^ 
not  die  works  of  &ith,  can  never  brbg  Chrift  into 
the  foul,  to  dwell  in  the  heart ;  nor*  lead  us  out  of 
fclf,  th^t  we  may  dwell  in  Chrift  by  faith.    He  that 

believes 


(    74    } 

"believes  Ihall  be  faved  i  byt  this  is  not  that  faith  that 
accompanies  falvation.  Faith  which  comes  from 
God,  and  which  is  God*s  gift  to  us,  and  God's  work 
in  us,  is  given  us  to  live  by:  Thcjuji  manJbaUlivi 
by  bis  faith.  But  this  faith  brings  nothing  in,  and 
thereibre  smft  ftarve  the  fouL 

If  a  brother  orjijlcr  benaked^  and  defiitute  ef  daily 
food  \  and  ow  ofycufay  uni^  them^  De^rt  in  feace^  b^ 
ye  warmeji  and  filled  \  n§iwMfiandhgye  giv€  tkemnot 
tbQfe  things  which  are  needful  te  the  body ;  what  doth 
k'frojUtf  This  brother  and  fitter  ftcs  forth  the  ftate 
jmd  cafe  of  the  miftrable  fmner,  who  is  poor  and 
wretchedj  Uhnl  and  naked,  and  dsftitute  of  all. food 
but  hulks  and  the  bread  of  deceit ;  but  then,  does 
the  faith  of  God's  eleA  fend  the  poor  creaiure  away 
in  Aick  a  miftrable  condition  as  this,  ftyiag,  Se  yd 
iRrarmed  and  filled,  but  at  the  fame  tinae  docs  nothing 
for  him?  I  troMe  nqt. 

Faith  is  a  hand  to  clothe  the  naked.  Th€  tighteouf^ 
mfs  of  Cbrifk  is  revealed  from  faith  to  faith  ;  and  is  ia 
and  upon  all  that  brieve.  It  not  only  puts  on  doth^ 
ing,  but  it  warms  us  alio ;  for  //  works  by  love,  and 
k>ve  makes  tli?  heart  bum  within  us ;  it  brings  daily 
food  to  the  foul,  ff^e  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  ofCod^ 
who  is  the  bread  of  life ;  and  whofefiejb  is  meat  indeed, 
and  whofe  blood  is  drink  indeed  \  and  they  that  beiievo 
have  everlafting  life,  aod  fh all  never  die« 

Now,  as  luch  a  poor  brother  or  fifter,  being  £ent 
empty  away,  with  a  Be  ye  wanned  and  filled,  with-* 

out 


(    75    ) 

if  it  k4tb  mi  v^rks^  is  d^^  t^il^  i^ofis. 

ftw  true  faith  is  never  ^o^  £>r  wher^  t^^  faitl^ 
\%t  tikvt  h  Cbti&ti  fir  bn  4Viffji  ^  ib^htai^t  iyfaitk. 
lUvi  by  the  faith  of  the  SdK  qf  Gnd-,  jAt^  not  U  k^  Cbrijk, 
livcib  in  mf.  Tbe  Hply  Qhofk  ^.fQalwajf^  ^ccoip^ 
panics  true  fsutii .  The  dajjoif  keijlg^ddyou  i»€%ij€akA 
^kh  ibf  ffyly  Spiril  offrmife.  BcGdcs,  £|ith  I^$  t;wq 
fifter%  that  are  fure  Xf>  ^bide  with  her^  and  ever  wil}» 
And  wf^  abideth  faiths  bope^  and  charity ^  thifi  tbng. 
hxA,  as  faith  always  works  hy  love,  aod  canopt  worlss 
^icbout  it,  it.  is  plain  that  this  faith  caooot  be  Hbp, 
faith  of  God's  cle£t,  becaufe.  //  is  dead^  hdn^ahne^ 
But  can  faith,  which  is  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit  of  ^fc,* 
U  diad?  or  can  faith  chat  works  by  love  b^  alw4i 

T^a  a  JMU  may  Jay^  Tbm  baft,  faitb^  andlb^m, 
^xm-ks.  Janics  ft  ill  purfucs  this  prating  fool.  6e«* 
fore  this* man  is  reprefentcd  as  &ying,  Ibavefaitba 
and  this  report  conveyed  by  founding  his  qw^ 
trumpet,  goes  abroad^  and  another  circulates  it,  an4 
iays,  Tbm  baft/akb ;  tlien  fz^s  James,  /  have  workf^, 
^yxijbew  mc  thy  faith  wtbont  thy  works:  which 
is  what  no  man  can  dp ;  for  faith  is  as  a,  grain  of 
muilaKl  feed  in  the  heart;,  which  is  hid  fipm  all  but 
Codj  and  the  poflciTors  of  it.  /  wU  fbew  tbci  mjf 
faith  by  my  wgrks,  fays  James.  Fairb  overcotnes  tbq  - 
world,  ^nd  fcparate^  us  fron>  it,  inTomuch  that  oud 
old  companions  can  fee  it,  and  isHfndfir  that  voe  run  noi 
wb  tbm  to  the/ame  excefs  of  rioty /peaking  evU  of  us. 
Failh  centers  in  C  iuift.  fF<  aU  meet  in  the  unity  oftbf 
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faitb^  that  is^  in  our  covenant  Head;  and  the  believer 
abides  in  hint);  and  abides  by  him,  both  in  faith  and 
affe6Hon,  whBe  others  defpife  him.  Faith  obtains 
promifes,  and  mixes  itfclf  with  the  word,  which  may 
be  known  by  found  dodtrine^  found  words,  found 
fpcech  that  cannot  be  condemned,  and  by  the  whole- 
(bmc  words  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  fpoken  in  faith 
and  love.  Faith  is  attended  with  the  light  of  life,  /{?r 
he  that  helieveib  in  ClprtftJhaU  not  abide  in  darknefsy  but 
JhaU  have  the  light  of  life ;  and  this  light  is  to  fliine- 
bcfore  men,  and  is  attended  with  good  works,  fuch' 
ac  holding  the  myftery  of  faith  in  a  pure  confcicncc, 
a  willingnefs  to  live  honeftly,  not  walking  in  crafci* 
jicfs,  nor  handling  the  word  ofGod  deceitfully;  which 
are  fome  of  the  blackcft  of  all  crimes :  by  manifefta- 
tion  of  the  truth,  fctting  it  forth  in  all  its  frcenefs  and 
fulnefs,  appealing  to  every  man's  confcience  in  the 
.  JBght  of  God  J  dealing' faithfully  with  fouls,  and  let- 
ting light  by  the  world ;  abhorring  covctoufncfs,  and 
wilfing  to  relieve  the  poor  of  the  flock  j  watching 
over  each  other  for  good,  feeking  the  welfare  of  their 
fouls,  guarding  them  againft  all  thofe  who  lie  in  wait 
to  deceive,  cfpecially  the  frce-willcrs,  who  hold  the 
leaven  of  the  phari/ees,  which  is  hyfocrify  {  and  by  a 
warm  attachment  to  Chrift,  and  a  fteady  adherence 
to  truth;  not  like  ihtfmple^  that  believetb  every  wordj, 
but  like  a  wifi  man^  that  looks  well  te  bis  way.  James 
fhewed  his. faith  by  fuch  works  as  thefe, 

nou  helieveji  that  there  is  one  God;  thou  doefi  well. 
This  Is  a  bare  aflent  of  the  natural  mind,  founded 

upon 
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Upon  divine  luftory,  which  is  what  none  but  a  hea-* 
then  will  ckny.  But  true  faith  exceeds  this  aflccft, 
and  confellloiT  too ;  it  fees  bim  that  is  invi/tble  to  the 
eye  of  the  tody^  and  to  the  light  of  nature ;  it  gives 
credit  to  God*s  word,  and  flies  to  him  as  to  the  great 
rewarder  of  all  that  diligently  feek  him ;  and  receives 
the  bleffings  of  life  and  peace,  love  and  comfort, 
that  are  in  him,  and  views  him  as  the  greatefl:  of  al) 
treafure  i  fuch  are  rich  in  faitb^  and  rich  towards 
Gad. 

9 

the  dcvib  alfo  believe^  and  tremble.  Thefe  devils 
go  further  than  this  man  in  his  dead  confidence, 
which  fixes  the  poor  carnally-fecurc  hypocrite  in 
fuch  a  date,  who  fits  down  at  eaie  under  the  woe  of 
God,  dead  in  (in :  Woe  unto  them  that  are  at  eqfe  in 
Zion^  and  to  die  dead  in  fuch  a  profeflion  under  the 
found  of  goipel  grace. 

The  devil's  faith  has  fome  feeling  in  it.  He  be- 
lieves in  one  God,  Fdther,  Son,  and  Spirit;  and  he 
feek  his  own  guilt,  and  God's  curfe  j  he  is  in  chains, 
and  he  knows  it ;  he  knows  that  Chrift  has  deftroyed 
his  works,  and  bruifed  his  head,  and  he  hates  him 
for  it,  and  oppofes  him,  and  yet  trembles  at  the 
thought  of  future  torment  from  him  as  bis  jull 
j^dge. 

Devils  know  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  cafts  them  out 
of  finners'  hearts,  and  lets  up  God's  kingdom  therein, 
which  is  a  cranflation  of  them  from  the  kingdom  of 
Satan  to  that  of  God's  dear  Son ;  and  hence  it  is 
that  they  are  fo  exafpA-ated  againft  the  power  of  re- 
ligion; 
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irgion  i  and  this  is  the  rcaibn  why  he  failes  luch 
{lorms  of  calumny  and  opposition  againft  every  mi* 
nider  of  the  Spirit^  and  fuch  floods  <f(  damnable 
hercfy  againft  the  trtie  gofpel,  to  carry  away  the 
Lamb*s  wife  from  the  truth  by  a  flood  of  errors :  but 
this  deccivablcncls  of  unrighteoufiiefs  never  works 
cffcftually  only  in  them  that  perifh,  who  never  re- 
ceived the  truth  in  the  love  of  it^  and  who  injud 
judgment  God  gives  Up,  fome  of  them  to  (peak 
lies  in  hypocrify,  and  others  to  believe  in  the  ftrong 
delufions,  that  they  may  have  no  part  in  the  heavenly 
tity,  but  in  the  lake  prepared  for  all  liars. 

Buf  wilt  tbou  know^  vain  man,  that  faith  without 
%uorks  is  dead  ?  Was  not  Abraham  our  father  juftijied 
iy  works  when  he  had  offered  Ifaac  his  fon  upon  the 
altar?. 

Was  not  this  aft  of  obedience  by  Abraham  a  full 
proof  that  Abraham's  faith  was  of  divine  origin,  a 
faith  that  is  of  the  operatibn  of  the  Spirit  of  God?  and 
which  always  gives  credit  to  God's  word,  and  yields 
theobedlciicc  of  faith  ?  For  could  the  faith  of  nature, 
or  the  falfe  confidence  of  the  moft  refined  hypo- 
crite,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  carnal  aflent,  ever 
give  credit  to  this,  that  a  man*s  murdering  his  own 
child  could  be  pleafing  to  God — when  this  law 
was  gone  forth  into  the  hearts  of  the  children 
of  men  ever  fince  Cain*s  flaughter  of  Abel,  that 
he  that  fbeds  manfs  bloody  by  man  Jball  his  blood  be 
Jhed? 

But  diis  deed  is  the  higheft  aft  of  obedience  that 
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ever  Abraham^  faith  prbdirced.  Ifhii  "fakh  fe  of 
the  ftmc  kind  as  Jonah's  was,  who  told  the  mafiAci*s 
that  he  was  a  Hebrew,  and  one  that  feared  God  that 
made  th«  fea  and  the  dry  land  ;  and  that  he  had  fled 
from  his  prdcnce,  ind  on  his  acdoxint  the  Angular 
ftorm  fcH  upon  them ;  and  that  the  only  remedy,  thfe 
only  way  to  ^ppeafe  God,  and  obtain  a  calm,  was  tb 
drown  hitn ;  which  is  what  no  natural  man  in  hit 
fenfcs  would  ever  believe,  and  Acy  themfclves  could 
not;  tfierefore  they  rowed  hard ;  and,  when  all  was  in 
vairt,  and  they  were  brought  to  this  ftrait,  either 
to  link  him  or  fink  themfelves,  they  were  obliged 
to  Cry  to  Gbd,  whom  they  had  never  known,  not  tb 
lay  iiinocent  blood  to  their  charge :  and  they  were  fb 
aftonifbed  Tofeethe  ftorm  and  the  prophet  both  (ink 
togcd«t,  riiat  they  did  that  which  they  never  had 
tioae before;  they  facrificed  to  God,  and  madi!  vo*rs. 
Some  peot>te  talk  of  rational  religion-,  they  may 
as  weR  tdk  xrf"  human  divinity ;  for  fure  I  am  that 
fuch  a  &ith  as  this  is  not  the  produce  of  nature^ 
and  fodi  afb .  are  far  enough  above  the  reach  of 

This  work  of  Abraham's  made  it  appear  to  all 
that  his  £iith  worked  by  love ;  and  bodi  his  faith 
and  hi^  \6v6  Came  down  from  the  Father  of  lights  i 
he  believed  God  under  the  operations  of  a  faith  from 
God,  and  loved  hhn  under  the  conftraining  power 
of  dh^e  love  Ihed  abroad  in  his  heart:  this  is  plain, 
hccaufe  it  appears  fo  much  ftronger  than  all  natural 
aSedtions,  or  even  than  the  moft  inordinate  afiec- 
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dons,  add  all  the  ties  of  nature;  Abraham  denied 
felf  in  every  fenie,  and  crucified  every  affedion  and 
every  defire,  in  this  bufin^fs* 

Seeft  thou  bowfaUb  wrougbt  wiih  bis  works  ?  You 
may  Ipe  how  faith  wrought  within  by  his  works 
without.  ^J  iy  works  wasfakb  made  perfeS.  By 
this  trial  of  Abraham's  faith  it  was  found  and  mani* 
fefted  to  be  genuine^  and  upon  trialj  and  being  tried, 
it  was  more  precious  than  gold  that  perifheth. 

And  tbcfcrtptun  wasfulfiikd  wbkbjdtb^  Abraham 
*  idieved  God,  andii  was  imputed  to  bimfor  rigbteouf* 
ntfsi  the  fcriptures  havbg  before  a0erted  that, 
when  God  promifed  to  Abrahanr\  that  his  feed 
fhould  be  as  the  (tars  of  heaven,  he  believed  God, 
and  it  was  imputed  to  him  for  righteou(he(s« 

This  teftimony  went  long  before  $  and,  when,  the 
long  looked-for  and  piuch  expefted  feed  came,  he 
was  bid  to  ofier  it  up  to  God ;  which  he  did^  and  bf 
■this  his  obedience  it  was  proved,  upon  trial,  that  the 
former  teftimony  to  Abraham's  faith  was  true,  and 
it  was  fulfilled  hereby,  for  Abraham  was  manifefted 
to  be  a  righteous  perfon,  that  yielded  the  real  obe- 
dience of  faith. 

And  be  is  called  tbt  friend  of  God.  Being  j  uftified 
by  faith,  he  had  peace  with  God  ;  and,  receiving  by 
faith  the  promifed  Mediator,  his  natural  enmity  was 
flain,  reconciliation  took  place,  communion  and  feU 
lowfhip  with  God  followed ;  peace,  harmony,  and 
fricndfliip,  fuccccdcd,  and  ever  fubfifted  between 
Abrahmn  and  his  God. 
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Yifietim  how  tbafiy  ivcris  antimisju^d,  df^ 
mt-iyfiuib  onfy.  Juftification  is  afcribed  to  difFereht 
peribns,  and  is  attributed  to  rarious  things^  as  fol^ 
lows.  Sometimes  juftification  is  alcribed  to  God 
the  Father.  •  .     : 

H  is  God  ibatju^btb^  ^ho  is  be  that  condemndh^ 
b  is  CbHfi  tb4i  dkd. 

Sometimes  it  is  afcribed  to  Chrift  \  And  ij  bis 
hmokdgt  JbM  my  Hfbteous  Jeroant  jufiify  manj^for  bo 
JbaU  heat  tbOt  iniqmty.  And  to  the  Holy  Ghoft 
alio: 

Bui  ye  are  jufl'^ied  in  the  name  of  ib&  Lord  Jefks'^ 
emdby  the  Sfmi  efottr  God. 

In  what  fenfe  d<bes  God  the  Father  juftify  lis  ? 
Anfwer,  Goji  is  our  creditor,  and  he  appointed  his 
own  Son  to  be  our  furetyj  and  aceepts  his  Son's 
obedience  in  our  behalf^  and  places  it  to  our  ac« 
counts  He  made  bim  to  be  Jin  for  us  ivbo  knew  nofin^ 
thai  we  m^bt  be  made  the  ri^teoujnefs  of  God  in  bim. 
This  imputation  is  the  Father's  aft^  To  us  itjhall 
he  imputed^  if  we  believe  on  him  who  rntfed  up  Cbriji 
from  the  dead.  i 

It  was  Chrift  who  bore  our  fins,  and  obeyed  the 
law  for  us ;  he  made  an  end  of  fin,  and  brought  inl 
everlafting  righteoufnefs ;  and,  having  undertaken  in 
covenant  engagements  to  be  made  of  God  unto  us 
wiidom,  righteoufnefs^  fandlification,  and  redemp- 
tion, whenever  it  pleafes  God  to  reveal  him  in  us,  and 
Chrift  manifefts  himfelf  to  us,  and  we  are  brought 
to  believe  in- him,  to  know  him^  to  feel  him,  and  to 
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receive  biirt,  a$  the-endt^f  the' law  fit  rigbuoufiiefs, 
juflificauon  paSes  in  the  court  of  confcience,  and 
yftfiVid  ^t  our  hunger  and  thirft  after  righteoufdcfs 
is  now  fatisficd  and  filled,  and  thai;  it.  13  life  eternal 
to  know  him  j  and  thus  by  his  knm^kdge^.  of  by  the; 
knowledge  of  him,'  bgjufiifies  fffOtyi 

Tht  Spirit's  work,  which  he  .Undertook  tp  .do;  is 
to  convince  u&  of  fin,- and  of  the  hoed  of  righceduf- 
nefs,  and  to  take  of  the  things' th^tar<:  Chri{t*s,  and 
tp  flicw  them  unto  u%^  he  op.cns  the  h<aft,  to  receive 
the  Saviour,  (hews  his  righteoufneis  to  us^.aml 
works  faith  in  the  heart  to  receive'  h* '  JtisU)  aU'and 
upon  all  that  believe  i  he  produces  pea^e  in  the  con* 
fcicnce  as'  the  WdJpTcd  "^fFcft  of  it.  Bch^  juftified  by 
faith^  we  havei  pifaie-  with  Qod.  The '  Spirit  filences 
all  the  clamorous ;  accufation^  of  Satan,  law,  and 
confcienccj  and  bears  his  witneis  to  opf  acceptance 
with  God  in  this  be^  robe  ^  and  in  this  fenfe  v^e  are 
jujlifediy  the  Spirit  rfcur  God.  Juftificadon  is  faid 
to  be  by  various  things^  as  follows.  It  is  afcribed 
to  grace. 

Being  jujiified freely  by  bis  grace,  through  the  reden^p- 
Hon  that  is  in  Cbrift  Jejus.  By  Chrift's  obedience 
alfo. 

By  the  obedience  ofonejball  many  be  made  righteous^ 
or  ihall  be  ju^ified.     By  blood. 

Being  jujl^ed  by  his  bloody  we  fi>all  beJavedfrM 
wrath  through  him.     By  faith. 

Therefore  we  conclude  that  a  man  is  juftiJUd  Iry  faithy 
without  the  d^ds  of  the  law*    By  words.. 

For 
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JRfT  iy  ihy  htnris  thou  Jhalt  Ife^jufafiBd;  and  hy  tlyr 
"OBords  thou  JhaU  be  cond^miBd^^    In  Chriil..  2  ;     :     -^^ 

In  him  jhall  all  the  feed  of  Ifrael  be  juftifiid;  andjball . 
ghry.    By  works  alfo.  ::.::,- 

Te/ee  then  bow  that  by  works  a  *nian  ifjuftijiedy  and 
not  by  faith  ortly/'Noyf^  to  reconcile  all  thefe  thiligs, 
take  notice  that,  as  God  appointed  Chrift  to  be  our 
furety,  to  obey,  the -law  for  us,  and  be  made  right- 
eoufheis  to  us,  aftd  Chrift  is  faid  to  be  given  for  a 
doveiKaat  to  \is,  with  all  hisfaving  benefits,  without 
any  merit,  worth,  or  worthinefs,  as  procuring  caufes 
hereof  in  us ;  and,  as  the  Spirit  that  teftifies  of  this 
rig^teoQfheis  is  a  gift,  andfaidi  that  puts  it  on  is  a 
gift  of  God  alfa,  fo  the  righteoufhefe  of  Chrift  is  a 
gift  too.  We  rective  the  abundance  ofgrace^  and  the 
pft  of  righteou/hrfr,  andjball  reign  in  l^e  by  one^  Jefus 
Cbriji.  AH  this-,  being  freely  given*,  not  to  fclf-right— 
cous  perfbns,  while  they  continue  fuch,  but  to  un- 
gpdly  finners;  as  it  is  written,  But  to  him  that  work'-' 
ttb  noty  but  belieoeth  on  him  that  jufHfies  the  ungodly^ 
bis  faith  is  counted  for  righteotffnefs. 

Now  the  gift  of  righteovihefs,  to^an  ungodly  fin- 
ner,  n>uft  be  free  and  unmerited ;  and  hence  wc  arc 
faid  to  be  jufHfied  freely  by  his  graee. 

This  righteoufnefs,  being  the  fpotlcfs  obedience 
of  Chrift  (our  furety)  to  the  law,  whom  it  became 
to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs,  and  who  declared  that  not 
one  jot  or  title  fhould  fail  from  the  law  till  all  wasful* 
filled i  this  is  what  God  calls  magnifying  the  law, 
and  making  it  honourable  i  which  perfe<£t  obedienccv 
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of  the  Suretjr  is  imputed  and  givea  to  the  poor 
debtor;  and  hence  it  'i$  that  by  the  oMUnce  (fma 
fkmy  are  tHadi  right etms. 

Moreover,  to  (hew  us  that  we  arc  juftified  freely 
from  all  thing) ;  if  the  fuggeftions  of  Satan,  and  the 
workings  of  unbeltef>  Ihould  terrify  us,  that  we  have 
no  fcreen  from  the  future  curie  of  the  law»  and  ter- 
rify us  with  the  terrible  expe&ations  of  wrath  to 
come,  we  are  faid  to  ht  juftijiedfredy  through  the  re-- 
dmpiion  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.    Chrill  endured  the 
curfe  of  the  law,  and  the  wrath  of  God,  and  redeem- 
ed and  ranfbmed  us  from  both.    And  God  is  faiths 
fwl  andjuft  to  forgive  us  owrfins^  and  to  cleanfe  us  from 
idl  unrighteotf/nefs ;  and,  as  a  righteous  judge,  to  give 
us  the  crown  of  rtgbteoujnefs  in  that  day.    Now  this 
ranfbm^price,  which  Chrift  paid  for  us,  is  to  redeem 
us  from  the  pit,  and  from  all  future  dcnunds  of 
law  andjuftice;  hence  we  are  faid  to  be  juftified  by 
bis  bloody  and  fiToed  from  wrath  thrwgb  him. 
«  Faith  is  an  eye  which  apprehends  this  righteouf- 
nefs.     Abraham,  who  yiZsjufUfiedbyfaitb^faw  the 
fromifedfeed  at  a  diftance^  and  by  the  hand  of  faith 
embraced  bim ;  and  faith  has  this  honour  of  putting 
this  robe  on  the  fmner ;  it  is  revealed  from  fatb  to 
faiths  and  is  unto  all  and  upon  all  that  believe  i  there- 
fore, inftrumentally  or  applicatory, 

JFe  are  juftified  by  faith. 

In  the  next  place,  we  ^rt  juftified  by  words. 

For  by  thy  words  thou  /halt  be  juftified^  and  by  thy 
tvords  thou  ft>alt  be  condemned.     A  man  is  juftified  by 

words. 
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VQcds^  when  the  words  of  his  mouth  agree  with  thd 
oracks  of  God  and  with  God's  teftimony  of  tnan^ 
and  when  his  heart  and  mouth  go  both  together. 

For  inftance :  the  publican  in  the  temple  dard 
not  lift  up  his  eyes  to  heaven^  confcious  of  his  guilt, 
ihame  and  confufion  of  face ;  he  feels  his  guilt,  and 
fmites  upon  his  brcaft,  where  the  wound  lay  j  ho 
confefles  honeftly  his  true  ftate  and  cafe,  and  has 
nothing  to  look  to,  hope  in,  or  fue  for,  but  the  fure 
mercies  of  David,  which  are  in  Chrift ;  not  one  good 
work  or  good  word  does  he  plead,  but  guilty  be 
pleads  before  God,  And  what  was  the  confequence  i 
Why  he  went  home  to  his  houie  juftified.  Juflified 
by  his  words,  for  he  had  confeffed  the  truth  ^  and 
juftified  in  his  hungry  foul  by  the  imputation  of  the 
righteoufnels  of  Chtift  to  him. 

Againj  fee  in  David  his  honeft  confeffion.  Hav^ 
mercy  upcn  me^  0  God;  according  fo  thy  hving^kindnefs$ 
according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies^  blot  out 
wj  tranfgrejjions.  IVafh  me  thoroughly  from  mine  ini^ 
jmty^  and  cleanje  me  from  myjin^for  I  acknowledge  my 
tranfgrejjions y  and  my  fin  is  ever  before  me.  I  vsax 
Jbapen  in  iniquity  ^  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me*, 
jigainft  tbee^  thee  only,  have  I  finned ^  and  done  evil  in 
thy  fight,  that  thou  mightefi  be  juftified  when  thou 
Jfeakefty  and  be  clear  when  thoujudgeft.  Pfal.  li.  By 
all  thefc  words  David  was  juflified.  He  fues  for* 
mercy,  which  is  a  rcjcfting  all  confidence  in  the 
flelh.  He  prays  for  God's  loving-kindnefs,  which  is 
a  tacit  confefiion  of  his  own  enmity  and  alicnadon,^ 
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He  prays  to  be  wafiied,  which  ihews  die  fcnfc  and 
need  chat  he  had  of  die  fbuncain  God  hadi  opened 
for  fin.  He  con&fles  his  fin,  which  is  an  acknow* 
ledgment  of  the  oninifcience  of  God.  He  confeffcs 
his  corrupt  ftate  from  his  conception,  which  is  a 
confeffion  of  the  fall  of  man,  of  every  imagination 
of  die  thoughts  of  man's  heart  being  evil,  and  only 
evil,  and  of  the  impoffibility  of  bringing  a  clean 
thing  out  of  an  unclean,  which  no  man,  however 
good,  cap  do. 

He  confefles  that  all  his  fins  were  againft  God, 
which  is  an  acknowledgment  of  his  juftice,  and  that 
to  God  vengeance  belongeth.  I  will  repay  faith  the 
Tjktd.  All  this  confefiion  is  ingenuous,  honed,  true, 
and  confident  with  the  teftimony  of  God  refpe£ting 
the  fall  of  man,  his  finfulnefs,  and  the  depravity  of 
human  nature.  He  owned  God  to  be.  true,  and 
himfelf  a  liar  \  his  unrighteous  condud  he  decefted, 
und  by  his  deteftation  of  it  confented  to  the  law 
that  it  was  good  and  juft  \  for  his  unrighteoufnefs 
commended  the  righteoufnefs  of  God :  nor  did  he 
tlrink  God  unrighteous,  who  in  a  way  of  chaftife* 
ment  takech  vengeance,  as  it  is  written,  that,  thou 
might^  be  juftified  in  thy  Jayings^  and  might ejl  over" 
ecme  when  thou  art  judged.    Romans  iii.  3,  4. 

Once  more.  The  fenfible  finoer,  who  has  felt  his 
own  depravity,  like  Paul,  and  owns  himfelf  the  chief 
of  finners,  and  the  vanity  of  all  felf-righteoufnefs,  as 
he  did,  and  owns  it  to  be  dung  and  drofs;  and  who 
confeffes,  to  the  honour  of  God,  that  by  the  grace  of 
'  God 
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God  I  am  what  lam,  and  that  he  hopes  and  waits 
for  the  rightcoufnefs  of  God  by  faith ;  he  is  juftified 
by  wordsj  or  jaftified  in  his  layings,  being  the  real 
truth  of  the  cafe,  and  having  confefled  it  to  the  ho- 
nour of  God*s  grace ;  and  fuch  an  one  mtb  the 
btart  believetb  unto  rigbteouptffs,  and  with  the  mouth 
makes  confejjion  to  falvation. 

Afid  at  the  day  of  judgment  fuch  fouls  will  a<5l  • 
the  laine  honeil  part.  /  was  an  hungry^  and  ye  gave 
me  meat ;  thirfiyy  and  ye  gave  me  drink,  &c.  faith 
the  Lord.  They  aflc,  When  Jaw  we  thee  an  hungry  ^ 
or  tbirfty  ?  &c.  knowing  that  it  was  himfclf  that 
wrought  in  them  both  to  will  and  to  do^  and  there- 
fore put  it  far  from  them,  and  refer  the  whole  of  it 
to  the  Agent  and  efficient  caufe  of  all  good  ;*  and 
diefe  arc  juftiHed  by  their  words,  for  they  are  blejfed, 
and  go  into  life  eternal. " 

jtnd  by  tly  words  thou  Jhalt  be  condemned. 

The  words  of  this  condemned  criminal  are  lies, 
contradi6tory  to  the  judgment  and  tcftimony  of 
God,  and  contrary  to  the  confeflion  of  all  God's 
faints/  and  to  the  verdi£b  of  their  own  thoughts,  and 
to  the  judgment  arid  fentence  of  their  o^n  con* 
fcience..    Such  as  that  of  the  pharifee  in  the  temple. 

Gody  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not  as  other  men,  n/>  ex- 
tortioner, unjiifi^  &c.  nor  as  this  publican.  He  lied 
ifl  thenam€  of  God  j  for  the  heart  of  one  man  an- 
fwcrs  to  the  heart  of  another  as  in  water  face  an- 
fwers  to  face ;  he  was  proud,  not  humble ;  be  ex^ 
Alted  bim/elfi  and  Jball  be  abajedi  and  he  that.faid, 
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^eje  maty  ytans  do  IJcrve  tbce^  and  never  at  atff 
time  tranfgrejfed  j  thy  commatidment^  and  yet  thou 
never  gaveji  me  a  kidi  but  as  foon  as  this  thy  Jon 
was  come,  that  bath  devoured  thy  Juhfiance  witb^ 
bat  lot  Si  thou  bafi  killed  for  him  the  fatted  calf. 

Here  is  firft  his  long  fervice  in  the  oldnefs  of  the 
letter ;  he  never  tranlgrefled,  which  is  an  arrant  lie^ 
for  there  is  no  man  tbatjtnnetb  not  i  and  yet  tbou  never 
gavefi  me  a  kid^  charging  God  with  ingratitude^  par-- 
tiality,  and  injuftice^  and  as  countenancing  iniquity^ 
ihewing  a  refpeft  to  him  that  had  wafted  his  (ub^ 
ftance,  and  difcountenancing  the  frugal  foul ;  anci 
therefore,  though  God  called  the  prodigal  tiy  brother^ 
he  difowns  and  difclaims  him^  and  paln^  him  upon 
God,  calling  him,  this  thyjon^    But  he  is  no  brother 
of  mine,  and  for  this  he  is  condemned,  and  left  to  his 
pride,  felf-righteoufnefs,  blindnefs,  and  infendbility,. 
like  the  pharifces,  who  faid.  Are  we  blind  alfo  ?  To 
whom  Chrift  replies,  If  ye  were  blind  ye  fhould  not 
have  Jim  butftnceyefay^  tVe  JeCy  your  fin  remainetb:^ 
for  judgment  lam  come  into  this  world,  that  thojethat 
fee  not  might  Jee^  and  that  tboje  that  fee  may  be  made 
blind\  for  the  light  that  was  in  them  was  darknefs. 

Thofe  that  fay,  I  am  holier  than  thou,  are  a^ 
fmoke  in  God*s  nofe,  and  thefmoke  of  their  torment 
fball  afcend  for  ever  and  ever.  They  that  juftify 
themfelves  before  men  are  abomination  in  the  fight 
of  God,  and  thofe  that  charge  him  with  being  an 
auftere  man,  reaping  where  he  had  not  fowed,  and 
gathering  where  he  h«d  not  ftrawed^  are  conde^nned, 
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out  of  their  own  momh  ^  and  fo  wiU  they  be  who 
talk  of  free-will,  human  power»  inherent  grace,  faU 
vadon  by  works^  and  fiefltly  perfe&ion  i  which  is 
giving  the  lie  to  the  teBmyony  of  heaven,  which 
declares  the  perverfenefs  of  man's  will,  the  frailty  of 
roan's  nature^  his  corruption  and  enmity  to  God ; 
that  by  works  there  is  no  flefli  living  can  he  jufti*' 
iicd ;  and,  fo  far  from  finlefi  perfection,  that,  from 
the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  ible  of  the  foot,  there 
is  no  foundneis,  and  that  every  imagination  of  the 
thoughts  of  man's  heart  is  evil^  only  evil>  and  that 
continually. 

Thefc  proud  wretches  contradid  their  Maker  $ 
they  give  the  groaning  confelfions  of  all  the  Jainia- 
the  lie  i  they  belie  the  verdi^l  of  then:  own  thoughts, 
and  the  judgment  and  fentence  of  their  own  con-« 
icience  -,  and,  in  efiedt,  charge  God  with  foUy  for 
lending  a  Saviour,  and  providing  an  everlailing 
righteoufiieis  by  him,  when  man's  ftace  did  not  re- 
quire it,  and  when  human  power  and  felf-righteouf- 
neis  never  flood  in  need  of  his  being  either  righte- 
oufnefs  or  ftrengtb  to  them  i  all  which  counfel  and 
clemency  of  heaven  is  viewed  by  them  needlefs,  or 
fuperfluous.    Thefe  are  the  fort  that  appear.  out« 
wardly  righteous  before  men,  but  God  knows  their- 
hearts;  and  they  will  plead  their  performances  even 
in  the  great  day.    When  Jaw  we  thee  an  hungry^  and. 
did  not  feed  tb^e^  thirfiy^  and  gave  thee  no  drink  ?  Sec. 
But  tbeje  Jball  go  away  into  everlajiing  pmijhment^. 
for  by  their  words  they  Jball  be  condemned. 

We  art  alfo  faid  to  be  juftificd  in  Chriftj  for  in 
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him  Jball  all  the  feed  ofljrael  be  jufiified^  and  fiatt 
ghry.  Chrift  is  our "  covenant  head,  in  whom  we 
are  all  chofen^  and  in  whom  we  are  all  accepted  t  and' 
to  the  fellowfliip  of  whom  we  are  all  called  in  o|ie 
hope  of  oar  calling :  to  this  Sbilob  the  gaibering  of 
the  peopU  is  io  be;  and  by  him,  and  in  him,  the 
whole  ^unily  of  heaven  and  earth  are  called.   ' 

'  And,  as  we  all  find  pardon  in  his  blood,  reft  in 
the  fatis&dion  he  has  made,  and  peace  with  God 
through  the  blood  of  his  xrrofs,  fo  in  him  all  God's 
ele6t  arc  to  confels  that  in  the  Lord  have  IrigbUovf- 
ne/s  and  Jirengtby  and  to  him  (hall  all  men  come  ; 
that  is,  for  joftification  towards  God,  and  for  ac* 
oeptance  with  Jiim.  In  this  fenfe  it  is  that  aH  the 
feed  of  Go^s  Ifraelites  indeed  are  juftified  in  God's 
fight ^  and  in  him  they  fiall  all  glory. 

'  And,  laftly,  we  are  juftified  by  works.  Te  fee 
then  how  that  by  works  a  man  is  juftified^  and  not  by 
faith  only.  Two  inftances  James  prodiiceth  as  wit- 
neftes  of  this  truth :  the  one  is  Abraham's  offering 
up  Ifaac,  and  the  other  is  Rahab's  receiving  the 
meffengers  and  fending  them  out  another  way. 
Now  to  the  firft  of  thefe. 

It  is  plain  that  James  cannot  mean  juftification  to- 
wards God,  or  before  God,  by  works,  for  this  rea- 
fon.  God  promifed  Abraham  a  fbn  when  it  could 
be  hardly  expcfted,  Abraham  and  Sarah  being  very 
old  I  however,  God  told  him  that  his  feed  Jhould  be  as 
thejlars  of  heaven  for  multitude  i  and  be  believed  tn  God^ 
and  God  imputed  it  to  him  for  right eoufnefs.  This  was 
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juffflcation  toivards  God>  or  before  God,  by  fiudi, 
vichouc  aoy  works  s  and  this  was  ten  years,  or  more» 
before  Ifaac  was  born :  and,  if  it  be  true  (what  fome 
chronologers  aflert)  that  liaac  was  twenty  year$  old 
when  Abraham  offered  him  up,  it  is  phun^'chat 
Abraham  wasjuftiiied  by  faith  before  God*  thirtf 
years  before  he  was  juftified  by  works>  or  by  the 
froits  of  his  faith^  before. men. 

Again*  When  was  Rahab  juftified  by  faith?  I  an** 
fwer,  God  told  Pharaoh  that  for  this  caufe  he  had 
raifed  him  up,  to  Ihew  bis  power  in  him,  and  that  his 
name  might  be  declared  throughout  the  eaith,  Thi; 
judgments  of  God  upon  Egypt,  and  ypon  Pharaoh 
and  all  his  hoft  at  the  Red  fea  j  the  falvation  of  Ifrael 
at  that  time  i  the  cloud  and  pillar  that  followed  them 
by  day  and  night ;  the  manna  wherewith  they,  wei^ 
fed ;  the  cpnquefts  they  obtained  over  Og  and  Sihon, 
kings  of  the  Amorites  ;  and  of  their  coming  to  Ca**- 
naan  to  inherit  it ;  reached  the  ears  of  Rohab^  and 
Ibe  pondered  them  over  in  her  heart,  and  traced  them 
up,  not  to  idols,  but  to  the  Almighty  and  Eternal 
Cod ;  and  the  fpirit  of  faith  attended  this  report  to 
her  ears  and  heart,  and  fixed  it  in  her  mind,  that  all 
that  fhe  had  heard  was  true,  and  that  it  was  the  great 
work  of  the  God  of  heaven ;  and  fhe  beforehand 
faw  the  evil  that  would  come  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  Canaan,  and  wilhed  to  hide  herfelf,  being  warned 
of  God  of  things  not  fccn  as  yet.  And  accordingly 
the  Ipies  were  unexpeftedly  direftcd  to  her  houfe, 
sod  ^e  informs  them  what  (he  had  heardj  and  con* 
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feiSes  their  God>  and  a&rts  that  he  had  given  them 
their  land,  and  that  there  was  no  more  fpirit  in  any 
of  them  on  the  account  of  Ifrael,  and  owns  that  the 
God  of  Ifrad  was  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth ;  and 
implores  an.oath^them>  in  hisname^  to  obtaia 
mercy*  She  Is  intraftedwith  their  fecret,  and  en-> 
joined  takeep  it,  which  ihe  does  $  fbe  withdraws  sJi 
her  affeftions  from  her  own  people,  and  cleaves  to 
the  children  of  God,  hides  them,  lets  them  down  by 
a  wall,  fends  them  away  fafi^ly,  and  predidb  their 
ja(e  return  if  they  abide  three  days ;  all  which  they 
obferVe,  and  fucceed ;  and  (he  gathers  all  her  family 
into  her  own  houfe,  according  to  the  covenant  and 
chaise  they  gave  her,  and  keeps  the  fecret  with 
which  (he  was  intruftcd ;-  and  rite  confequence  was, 
that,  when  all  the  other  parts  of  the  walls  of  Jericho 
fell  down,  her  houfe,  that  was  built  on  the  town 
Wall,  ftood,  widi  her  and  all  her  friends  in  it. 

Salmon,  a  prince  of  Ifrael,  marries  this  woman, 
and,  according  to  Matthew's  genealogy,  Chrift  came 
through  her. 

Both  Abraham  and  Rahab  were  juftlficd  before 
God  by  faith  long  before  either  of  them  was  juftificd 
before  men  by  works.  The  firfl:  aft  makes  the  tree 
good,  and  the  laft  makes  the  fruit  appear  to  b6 
good.  The  firft  is  attended  with  a  divine  ray  from 
God  i  I&  thai  believetb  in  mejhall  not  abide  in  darknefs: 
the  other  is  a  letting  our  light  fhinc  before  men.  The' 
firft  makes  the  man  good,  and  the  latter  is  a  letting 
tcicn/ee  our  good  works ^  that  tbey  may  glorify  our  Father 
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te;Incb  is  in  heaven.  James  does  not  fay,  Shew  God 
your  fsaxh  without  your  works,  but.  Shew  me  your 
faiib  witbfnUyour  works,  and  I  wiUJbewyou  wy  faith 
by  my  works.  Hence  it  is  plain  that  juftification  bc- 
fcfc  men  is  meant,  and  not  juftificationbeforc  God. 

All  that  has  been  bcre  faid  rcfpefts  juftification 
in  the  court  of  a  man's  own  confcience.  But  the 
dca  were  decretive^  juftifted  feom  eternity  in  the 
purpofc  of  God;  for,  as  he  preappointed  us  to  obtain 
fahation  by  Cbrift  mtb  eiernal  glory,  fo  he  preap- 
pointsed  us  to  righteoufnefe  as  our  title  to  it ;'  for  wc 
were  frei^maled  to  be  cmf&tmed  to  tbeimage  of  bis/on^ 
which  ftands  in  right eoufnefs  and  true  holmjs. 

^  Wc  were  juftifiedy^^^tf/^r  in  Chrift  from  ever- 
lafting :  fhom  everkfiing  I  was  Jet  up  ^  that  is,  to  be 
fiiture  man  tod  mediator  j  and  was  then  made  of 
God  unto  us  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  faHBification,  and 
redemption.  This  is  proclaimed  in  the  covenant— 
Thy  people  fhall  be  all  righteous  j  they  Jhall  inherit  the 
land  for  ever^  the  branch  of  n^  planting,  the  work  of  my 
bands,  that  I  may  be  glorified.     Ifaiah  Ix.  2 1 . 

3.  Wc  were  juftified  reprefentatively  in  Chrift  at 
his  refurrea:ion~7]&y  dead  men fhall  live,  together  with 
nrf  dead  body  fhall  they  ^arife.  He  died  for  our  fins,  and 
refe  again  for  our  juftification. 
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THE  SAlfr^*S  MYSTIC  DEATH  AND  PERFECT 

FREEDOM. 

'  For.Mtbaiis  dead  is  frie  firm  fin^  Rom.'  vi.  7- 


I  >•  * 


THt  ded  of  God,  as  wcU  as  all  others,  arc  by 
nature  dead :  they  are  dead  ia  fin,  living  without 
any  fpiritual  lifes  and  to  be  carnally  minded  is  death : 
they  are  without  any  affeftion  •  for  God,-^  motion 
towards  him,  delight  in  him  or  in  his  fervice :  and 
they  afe  deadjn  law,  being  condemiKd  in  Adam, 
for  judgment  by  one  offence  came  upon  all  men  to 
condemnation :  and  they  are  under  the  curfe  of  the 
law,  and  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath,  even  as  • 
others.  - 

In  this  ftate  the  law  could  give  us  no  (trength  to 
obey  its  precepts,  and  confequently  it  could  give  us 
no  life ;  for  all  our  obedience  thereto  is  only  dead 
works.  But  what  the  law  could  not  doy  in  thai  it  was 
weakibrougb  tbejlijb,  God  bath  done  for  usy  by  fending 
bis  own  Son  in  tbe  likenefs  offinfulflejh,  and^  by  afacri- 
ficeforfiny  condemned  fin  in  tbe  fiefl>.  Rom.  viii.  3. 
Chrift  was  fent  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefli.  Tbs 
children  being  partakers  offlejh  and  bloody  be  alfo  bim- 
felf  took  part  of  tbe  fame.  And  to  him  were  our  aftual 
tranfgreifions  and  inbred  corruptions  imputed.    He 

wot 


<    1>S    ) 

wu  made  Jin  far  us^  and  he.ih>od  charged  with  the^ 
whole  of  our  Iins»  and  was  arraigned  and  condemned, 
itiHg  numiered  with  the  tnm^ejfors »  and,^  under  die, 
fentence  that  fell  on  hun,  ^^fi!^  ^^^  condemned  in. 
Uijlejh.  He  dies  the  death  of  the  crofs^  and  makes 
bis/oul  an  cfferingfor  fin.  And  our  old,  man  is  crucified 
'Mb  bim^  and  we  too,  for  we  died  in  our  Head  by 
virtue  of  a  preceding  union  with  him.  I  am  crucified 
wiib  Chrifiy  fays  Paul  j  I  died  in  my  Head  j  in  bim 
I  ha.ye  died  the  death  due  to  me  for  fin  by  virtue 
of  my  union  with  him,  and  by  his  being  cut  off,  not 
for  hioifel^  but  for  me ;  in  him  I  died^an  him  I 
fuffcred  the  law ;  for,  if  one  died  for.  all^  then  were  all 

dead  when  he  died.     And  Jn.  this  fenfe  we  were  all 

'•■^t'li       .        ,       .  ... 

dead  together ;  the  Head,  and  ^U  the  members  in 
him.  But  there  is  a  voice  iji  the  pcomife,  Tby  dead 
men Jball  live y  faith  God.  JVithtr^  dead  body  fijall  tbey^ 
anjci  faith  the  Saviour,  And  in  our  Head  we  all 
arofe.  Te  arerijen  vntb  Cbrift\  God  batb  quickened  you 
together  with,  bimy  having  forgiven  you  all  treffaffes  5. 
his  blood  has  purged  your  fins,  his  refurredtion  is  a 
pledge  of  ours,  and  eternal  life  is  in  him  for  all  his 
members. 

To  let  us  know  this,  the  law  that  caft,  condenm- 
ed,  and  curfedjto  death,  the  covenant  head  (who  was 
made  fin  for  us),  that  law  comes  to  us,  fin  revivcsy 
and  we  die ;  which  is  a  planting  us  together  in  the 
Kkeaeis  of  his  death :  the  fpirit  direfts  the  eye  of  faith 
to  the  death  and  atonement  of  Chrift,  and  quickens 
us  by  his  influence ;  and  we  rife  under  tbe  of er at  ion  of 
the  ^firii  of  God,  and  are  planted  together  in  tbe  likenefs 
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^bis  rejurr^m.  Now  wc  Hire  no  more  m  the  old 
way  J  we  arc  dead,  buried,  and  rifen  with  Chrfft  To 
die  luft  of  men,  to  die  luft  of  the  flcfc,  to  the  will  of 
men,  and  to  fin,  and  to  the  law^  we  live  no  more. 

Tt  are  deady  and  your  life  is  bid  mib  Cbriji  in  God. 
We  arc  dead  to  fclf.  No  man  livetb  unto  bimfe^^  nor 
£etb  utito  bim/elf.  Wbetber  we  live  tberefore  or  die^  we 
are  ibe  LerJts.  And  to  this  end  Cbrifi  &edy  rofe 
again,'  and  revived,  tbai  be  migbi  be  ibe  Lord  hotb  of 
tbe  dead  and  of  tbe  living  i  the  Lord  cff  thofe  eleft 
fouls  who  are  as  yet  dead  In  fin,  and  of  them  that 
are  already  quickened.  He  is  dead  to  fin,  and  lives 
no  longer  therein.  He  is  dead  to  the  law  by  the 
fentence  paflTed  on  tKe  body  of  Chrift,  and  by  the 
fentcncfe  felt  in  himfelfj  and  expefts  no  life  from 
that.  And  by  a  fweet  union  to  Chrift,  and  the  en- 
joyment of  it  J  by  communion  with  the  faints,  and 
affcftion  for  them ;  be  is  crucified  to  tbis  worlds  he 
can  find  no  life  in  the  company  of  the  dead ;  and  tbe 
tuorldiS  crucified  to  bim  j  they  can  find  no  delight  or 
Gfe  in  the  company  of  one  that  is  dead  to  fin  and 
ilive  to  God. 

The  old  life,  and  aU  old  things,  are  now  pafifed 
iway,  and  all  things  are  become  new.  He  is  bom 
^ain,  walks  in  newnefs  of  life,  in  a  new  and  living 
Way ;  lives  by  faith  on  the  Son  of  God,  or  the  rilcn 
Saviour  lives  in  him  ;  he  has  a  new  heart  and  a  new 
i|writ  I  be  freaks  witb  a  new  tongue  j  finds  new  defirei 
and  new  delights ;  purfues  a  new  end,  and  choofes 
new  company  i  the  form  of  godlinefs  pafifes  away> 

and 
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and  cvcr7  branch  of  vital  godlinefi  is  entirely  new 
to  him. 

And  be  that  is  dead  is  freed  from  Jin.  What,  from 
the  in-being  of  it  ?  No.  If  we  Jay  we  have  nojin^  we 
deceive  ourf^oesy  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us.  Are  >/ve 
freed  from  the  in-dwelling  of  it  ?  No.  Iknaw  that  in 
me,  that  is,  my  flefi,  dwdleth  no  good  thing.  Is  it  a 
freedom  from  the  oppofitions,  motions,  mA  ftrug- 
gjcs  of  it  ?  No.  I  Jind  a  law  in  my  members  warring 
agdnft  the  law  of  my  mind.  A.tc  wc  free  from  all 
flips  and  £ills  into  it  ?  ^bere  is  not  ajuft  man  upon 
£arth  that  doetb  good  andjinnetb  not.  In  many  things 
we  offend  aU.  Who  can  underjiand  bis  errors ;  cleanje 
thou  me  from Jecret  faults.  For  tbejujl  man  faUeth  Jeven 
times,  andrifeth  again.  And,  if  thy  brother  fin  againfi 
thee  until feventy  times  fsven,  and  turn  again,  and  Jay,  I 
repent,  thou  Jhalt  forgive  him.  Arc  wc  freed  from  all 
carnal  defires  after  evil  ?  No.  Abftainfrom  flejbly  lujis, 
which  war  againft  thejoul.  Tbejpirit  in  man  lujletb  to 
envy.  Are  we  freed  from  all  the  ufurped  power  of 
fin  ?  No.  ^e  good  that  I  wouldy  I  do  not ;  but  the  evil 
which  Iwmdd  not,  that  do  L  But  are  wc  freed  from 
it  in  the  bouie  of  God,  and  when  engaged  in  his  fer- 
vice  ?  No.  Groundlefs  fear  and  trembling  are  often 
in  the  pulpit>  and  cal-nal  wanderings  in  the  pew. 
When  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  prejent  with  me.  Is  there 
nothing  in  us  that  ferves  evil  ?  Yes.  So,  then,  with 
thetmd  Iwyfelfjervetbe  law  of  God',  but  with  the 
fiejb  the  law  of  Jin. 

What  is  this  freedom  then  ?   Anfwer,  The  new 
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man  of  grace  is  put  on,  which  is  created  in  right- 
eoufnefs  and  true  holinefs ;  fuch  are  new  creature^ 
in  Chrift,  and  complete  ifl  him. 

The  old  man  is  put  olF>  as  condcinned,  crucified, 
dead,  and  buried,  by  riie  facrificc  of  Chrift  for  fin  i 
and  therefore,  f^ith  Paul,  it  is  tto  more  I  the  new 
man,«or  I  the  faint,  that  do  it ;  but  tht  old  Wan,  A 
is  Jin,  that  dwMtfh  in  me,  which  tvil  I  allow  not  i 
which  evil  I  would  not ;  t^icb  I  bau%  which  is  the 
fource  of  all  my  mi&ry.  O  wmcbedwm  ihat  l4im^ 
wbvjhall  deliver 'me!  We  diat  are  in  this  tabemade 
do  groan,  being  terdeoed ;  j^vitig  ^  foul  on  the 
ftretch  for  be^n,  and  ^(H  dc^ged  with  corruption. 

What  is  this  .freedom  then  f  Freedom  from  rhc 
reign  of  fin  j  for  grace  &all  rdgn  in  iprery  believer, 
over  fin,  to  eternal  life:  but  fin  never  ihall  reign  in 
a  believer,  over  grace  to  tocrna^  death,  for  thejufi 
man  JhaS  live  by  his  faith.  Wt  arc  freed  frona  €u\ 
toiKrhing  the  band-writing,  or  ddat  book,  that  was 
open  againft  us.  ^he  handwriting  is  timed  cut,  and 
flailed  to  his  erofs  ^  and  fo  are  t>ar  tranfgrefijons  blot*, 
ted  cut  as  a  c4oud,  and  as  a  ^ick  cloud  out  fins. 
Free  from  the  deftroying  power  of  fin,  and  &om  the 
imputation  of  it.  Sinfliall  not  be  ourmin,  ibr^^;^ 
is  the  man  unto  ^obcm  the  Lord  wHl  not  impuiejin. 
Freed  from  all  ctbiiganons  to  cftornaJ  puaiflmient  on 
the  account  of  fm.  The^svf^aeljballie/os^ktfary 
hut  there  ftmll  "he  none  \  and  tite  fau  of  Judahy  -ket  they 
Jball  not  be  found]  for  I  willfordqn  tkpn  whom  i  re- 


.       i    99    ) 

Jsrve.    Chrift  Iball  pr^ient  us  to  himi<df «  glorious 
chwch^  having  aeitbcr  Spot  nor  iirriokle. 

I  am  redeemed  friun  all  eirili  the  price  i>f  my 
nuBffom  is  p^id :  I  am  juftificd  freely  from  all  dvn^. 
And  who  lull  lay  any  diing  to  die'char^  of  God'i 
de&  ?  It  is  God  that  juftiBeth^  ii^ho  is  he  th^t 
condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died  to  expiate  my 
crimes;  and  is  rifen  again  p  fee  me  juftified^  and 
to  pfead  my  taufe  and  revienge  my  wrongs,  i  am 
in  Chnfty  and  there  is  no  coadcmMtion  to  tbeip 
that  are  m  hiiB ;  I  have  ^e  law  of  f^ith  (by  ^vhidi 
I  am  to  Kve)  wrkten  on  the  tables  «(  my  ^tea^ t,  aofl 
that  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  inChrxitha|th  made  wfi 
free  from  the  law  of  fin,  whi/:h  is  in  my  tncmber^  j 
arxl  from  the  law  of  deaths  ^ngr^ven  ^  pfbl^  j^f 
ftonc. 

Moreover  my  body  is  the  semple  of  (be  Holy 
Gboft;  he  has  taken  poiTeifton  of  it|  aoddwrllsin 
it,  and  is  the  pledge  and  earned  of  the  future  inhe- 
riraace,  and  has  lealpd  me  up  to  the  laft  day  of  re* 
demption  i  that  is,  jthe  redemption  of  m^  body  from 
tbe  grave,  which  will  be  revealed  ifx  .the  lafl  tioie^^ 
when  Chrift  will  'be  the  plague  of  deaths  and  the 
deftru&ion  of  the  grave ;  when  the  laft  enemy  death 
IhaH  be  de(b-oyed,  and  he  that  only  hath  immortality 
be  all  in  ^tl-     This  is  Paul's  language. 

Furthermore^  God  s  promifed  grace  is  fufiia- 

'  ent  fpr  me.     Wliat  I  am  as  a  faint,  an  apofUe,  or 

as  fruitful,  iythe  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am,  fai^h 

Paul     ItiTiy  fucccfe  is  great  in  converfion,  in  vie- 

^^Yj&f^^^f  fortitude,  I  am  not  the  labourer,  i^uf  tbi 
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grace  of  God  thai  is  with  me:  that  which  changed  my 
heart  at  firft  was  the  abundance  of  bis  grace  upon  me. 

If  I  ftand  h&y  it  is  by  faith ;  and  I  am  a  debtor 
to  his  grace  both  for  my  faith  and  my  (landing. 
Should  I  fall*^  I  fhall  not  be  utterly  call  down^  for 
grace  fhall  raife  me  again  ;  fhould  I  backflide,  he 
will  heal  my  backflidings,  and  grace  fhall  reflore  me. 
His  grace  is  fufHcient  for  me. 

Thus  am  I  free.  If  I  look  to  the  law,  the  hand- 
writing is  blotted  out,  and  nailed  to  his  crofs.  If  I 
look  to  the  book  of  God*s  remembrance,  the  debt 
is  cancelled,  and  God  will  remember  my  fins  no 
more.  If  I  look  to  juflice,  that  is  fatisiied,  and  God 
is  juft  in  forgiving  me  my  fins,  and  in  cleanfing  me 
from  all  unrighteoufhefs ;  nor  is  he  unrighteous  to 
forget  my  works  of  faith  and  labours  of  love;  nor 
will  his  juftice  forbid  me  the  crown  of  righteoufnefs 
when  I  have  finifhed  my  warfare ;  no,  the  righteous 
Judge  will  give  it  me  in  that  day.  If  I  look  to 
Chrift^  I  am  complete  in  him ;  if  I  look  to  God  the 
Father,  it  is  he  that  jufliBed  me;  and,  if  I  look  to  my 
infirmities  within,  it, is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but 
fin  that  dwelleth  in  me,  for  my  foul  hates  evil. 
My  will  is  fandified ;  I  would  do  good.  My  mind  is 
renewed  j  with  the  mind  I  myfefferve  the  law  of  God. 
My  afFcftions  are  fandificd ;  I  delight  in  the  law  of 
God  after  the  inward  man.  I  will  glory  therefore 
in  my  infirmities,  for  they  drive  me  from  all  confi- 
dence in  the  flelh,  and  make  me  cleave  the  clofcr  to 
Chrifl,  and  rejoice  in  him :  they  keep  me  humble, 

wacchfu}^ 
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watchful^  and  grateful,  to  my  Saviour  for  fo  great 
a  fal^acion.  I  have  renounced  all  that  I  was  and  all 
that  I  had,  and  have  received  Chrift  as  all  in  me 
and  all  to  me.  I  am  a  dead  man  in  his  death  and 
in  the  law ;  and,  as  fuch,  he  took  pofTeflTion  of  me^ 
and  I  live  by  him ;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  lives  in  me^ 
Ihines  out  of  me,  fpeaks  by  me,  and  mightily  works 
in  me  and  through  me,  I  fill  up  the  mealure  of 
his  iuiFering  in  my  fleih,  and  his  ftrength  is  made, 
perfcft  in  my  weaknefs ;  his  wifdom  is  difplayed 
in  my  ignorance,  his  beauty  in  my  deformity,  and 
his  matchlefs  grace  in  my  prefervation  and  falvation^ 
and  in  the  falvation  of  all  that  believe  on  his  name. 
Fcrme  to  live  is  Chrifi  (for  he  lives  in  me),  and  to  die 
isgdn^  for  Chrifi  is  the  portion  of  my  foul,  and  my 
all  in  all.     He  that  is  dead  is  freed  from  Jin. 
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IX. 


tHE    SAWCtlJ'ICATION    OP    THE    SINNEB,    THE 
MATTER  AND    THE  MANNER    OF  IT, 

San^ify  them  through  thy  truths  thy  word  is  truth. 

John  xvii.  ly* 

To  fanflify  is  to  appoint,  ordain,  confccratc, 
or  (tt  apart,  any  perfon  or  thing  to  a  holy  and  fpe- 
dal  ufc ;  and  thus  God  fandlificd  the  fabbath  day, 
the  tabernacle,  its  furniture,  and  all  the  veffck  of 
the  miniftry.  Gen.  ii.  3.  Exodus  xl.  9,  10,  11. 
Thcfe  things  were  not  only  to  be  fct  apart  by  the 
appointment  of  God  to  be  ufcd  in  his  fcrvicc,  but 
they  were  to  be  fprinklcd  with  blood  and  anointecf 
with  oil.  To  fanftify,  in  one  fenfe  of  the  word, 
fignifies  to  walh,  cleanle,  or  purify:  the  priefts  were 
fandtified  by  wafhing  in  water,  and  with  the  anoint- 
ing oil,  and  by  blood  upon  the  right  car,  the  thumb 
of  the  right  hand,  and  the  great  toe  of  the  right 
foot ;  the  common  people  by  wafhing  their  flefh, 
clothes,  &c.  &c. ;  and  others  by  the  blood  of  bulls 
and  goats,  and  the  alhes  of  an  heifer  fprinkling  the 
iinclean,  fanftified  to  the  purifying  of  the  fiefti. 
Heb.  ix.  I  J,     But  it  i&the  fubftance  of  this  (hadow 

that 
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that  I  am  at,  which  fandifies  wholly  body»  fou^  and 
fpirit. 

Sonify  ihem  through  thy  trutbi  thy  wtnrd  is  truths 
The  deft  of^Qod  were  fanftified  in  the  purpofc  of 
God  from  evnlaftiBg ;  and  in  this  purpofe  gf  grace 
Chrift  was  made  fanfttfication  and  isedemption  tQ 
them  from  all  cnmitf.  From  ttxttkflhtg.Iwasfetttp. 
Prov.  viii.  23.  And  in  his  undertaking  fi>r  us  b^ 
^au  forth  from  of  old,  yea  from  everlafting.  Micah  v. 
0.  In  tjiis  fenie  we  are  fiiidto  btfanS^ied  by  God  the 
Father  J  preferved  m  Cbrijl  J^tu,  and  eaUed.  Jude  k 
God  worketh  aU  things  after  the  counfel  of  his  own 
will;  and  this  is  his  will  of  purpofe»  wliich  in  time> 
when  he  began  to  (peak  to  roen^  became  the  will  of 
promife,  and  in  the  fidnefs  of  time  it  became  the 
good  will  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefusi  that  is,  at  Chrift  s 
appearing,  who  came  to  execute  every  branch  of  the 
Father's  good  wiU  and  pleafu/e,  and  to  be  manifefted 
to  us  as  our  fandlificatioHj  according  to  the  ancient 
fectleoQents,  or  councils  of  old.  Then  Jaid  I^  Lo,  t 
cme  to  do  thy  wUl,  O  God-^  hy  the  which  will  we  are 
f(m8ified.  Heb.  x.  7, 10.  This  branch  of  fan^tifica- 
tion,  being  in  the  purpofe  and  good  will  of  God^ 
muft  undoubtetfly  fignify  fetting  ^part  and  appoint- 
ing us  to  it  ^  and,  as  it  was  fettled  and  done  in  the 
purpofe  of  God,  it  Is  ipoken  of  in  the  paft  tenfe; 
Jansyied  by  Gad  the  Father  from  evcrlafting,prg/iT'y^ 
in  Chrift  Jijus  in  tinne,  from  the  womb  to  converfion; 
md called  in  due  time  to  che  fellowflaip  of  the  Lohl 
Jefus ;  for,  being  choien  in  Chrid  from  eternit]?, 

Ji  4  we 
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wc  arc  prefcrvcd  in  him  throughout  our  ftatc  of 
nature,  as  his  own  remnant.  Hearken  unto  me^  O 
bbu/e  of  Jacobs  and  all  the  remnant  of  the  houfe  of  IfraeU 
which  are  bom  by  me  from  the  belly ^  which  are  carried 
from  the  womb:  and  even  t^  your  old  age  I  am  be  i  and 
even  to  the  hoary  hairs  will  I  carry  ym :  I  have  made, 
and  I  will  bear ;  even  I  will  carry,  and  wHl  deliver you^ 
Ifaiah  xlvi.  3,  4. 

1.  We  are  fanftified  by  the  blood  of  Chrift; 
which  has  appeafed  the  ofiended  Majefty  of  heaven  i 
which  blotted  out  our  tranfgreflions  as  a  cloud  from 
the  book  of  God's  remembrance ;  which  fatisficd 
juftice,  removed  the  curfc,  purged  our  confcicnce, 
isktid  procured  our  enlargement  from  the  prifon.  By 
the  blood  of  the  eovenant  I  have /en  t  forth  thy  pr if  oners 
out  of  the  pit  wherein  is  no  wafer.  Wherefore  Jefus 
alfo,  thai  he  might JanSify  the  people  with  his  own  blood, 
Juffered  without  the  gate.    Heb.xlii,  la. 

3.  We  are  iandified  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  who 
reveals  God's  fecrct  purpofcs  of  grace  to  us,  and 
applies  the  great  atonement  to  the  confcience;  and 
who,  by  his  powerful  operations,  regenerates  and 
renews  us,  which  is  called  the  wafhing  of  regenera- 
tion and  renewiffg  of  the  Holy  Gbofl.  Under  thefe  ope- 
rations the  foul  is  cleanfed,  renewed,  and  the  facul- 
ties of  the  foul  are  turned  to  God;  the  will  fubmits 
and  choofes  the  better  part ;  the  heart  relents,  and 
repents  towards  God,  and  becomes  foft,  broken, 
and  contrite ;  the  mind  begins  to  be  heavenly,  and 
to  mind  heavenly  things.  Such  have  life  and  peace ; 

the 
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the  a&dlions  go  after  God,  and  are  placed  abovc^ 
and  the  confcience  adts  an  honeft  and  juft  part  for 
God  J  thai  the  (ffcring  up  of  the  Gentiles  might  be 
Quepted^  being  JunHijied  by  the  Holy  Gboft.  Roai. 
xr.  16. 

Thus  it  may  be  feen  that  each  perfon.  in  the 
Godhead  has  a  hand  in  the  fandlification  of  God's 
people.  We  are  fanSified  by  God  the  Father  in  his 
purpofe;  Chrift  fandified  us  by  his  own  blood 
when  he  fuffered  without  the  gate;  and  we  are 
made  acceptapble,  being  fandlified  by  the  Holy 
Gholt 

Moreover,  we  may  fee  that  the  "word  JanHification^ 
both  in  the  Old  Teftamcnt  and  in  the  New,  figni- 
fies  fomething  more  then  Jetting  apart ;  in  this 
fenfc  we  were  fandtified  in  the  purpofe  of  God*  But 
wc  read  of  purging  our  fins,  and  of  purging  the 
confcience,  of  purifying  the  heart,  of  JanSlifying  and 
ikanfing  the  church ^  with  the  wajhing  of  water  by  the 
'^ord.  Eph.  V.  26.  And  of  the  wafbing  of  regenera- 
tion^ i^c. ;  and  of  cleanjing  us  from  all  our  filthinefs  and 
from  all  cur  idols.  Now  this  fanftification  reaches 
to  body,  foul,  and  fpirit.  The  body  is  fandified  by 
the  in-dwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  J  the  body  is  his 
temple,  and  he  is  the  Lord  that  fandtifies  us.  The 
foul  is  fandtified  as  above  defcribed  i  and  even  the 
ammal  Ipirits  are  often  high,  and  much  elated  in  the 
fcrvicc  of  God,  when  the  powerful  operations  of 
God  arc  upon  the  believer ;  much  more  fo  than  a 

faintm^r 
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fainting  wearied  ttian  is  inebriated  and  made  merry 
mth  the  moft  generous  wine. 

Furchcrmore,  to  cleave  clofe  to  ChrHb  in  lore, 
and  abide  in  him ;  to  wal^k  with  God  in  filial  fear, 
and  with  a  good  confcicnce ;  to  fcrve  in  newnefs  of 
Ipirit,  and  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  fetter ;  te  follow 
peac^  with  all  them  that  call  upon  God  out  of  & 
pure  H^art;  to  ihun  the  works  of  darknefs,  and  abide 
in  the  truth ;  and  to  perfevere  in  faith ;  is  p^ff^g 
the  vejfel  inJanStificathm  andbmmtr. 

SanStify  them  tbnugb  thy  /ruth,  thy  word  is  trmb. 
This  word  of  truth  i§  pot  the  old  law,  though  chat 
was  true.  No,  nor  yet  the  prophecies  of  the  Old 
Teftamcnt,  though  they  are  the  more  furc  word  of 
prophecy,  and  are  all  infallibly  true,  and  cannot  be 
broken.  But  then  Chrtfl  is  the  truth  of  all  the  legal 
types,  and  he  is  the  fubftance  of  all  the  prophecies; 
fii:  f9  bim  gave  all  the  prophets  witnefsy  and  of  him 
they  all  prophcfied.  He  is  the  end  of  the  law  for 
righteoufneis,  and  the  fubftance  of  all  the  pro- 
phecies, for  life  and  falvation ;  and  therefore  he  mag* 
nified  the  one,  and  fealed  the  other  $  be  magnified  the 
laWy  and  made  it  honmiraUe ;  and  he  fulfilled  andjeal^ 
edup  all  vifion  and  prophesy.  Daniel  ix.  14.  Mofes  the 
lawgiver,  and  Elijah  the  prophety  both  refigned  their 
offices  to  Jefus  on  the  mount.  Matth.  xvii.  j. 
And  hence  it  is  faid,  the  law  and  the  prophets  were 
until  John.  Luke  xvi.  i6.  Before  Chrift  came, 
the  law,  both  moral  and  ceremonial,  was  in  foU 
3  force  i 
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force;  and  Ae  prophecies  rcfpefting  Chrift  lay 
Open,  unaccampliihed,  and  unfulfilled ;  but>  when 
Cbrift  came,  he  abotiihed  the  one/  and  fulfilled  and 
fettled  up  the  other :  and  now  wc  nnuft  look  for  all 
truth  cleared,  fulfilled^  and  fulfilling,  in  Chrift ;  for 
'^race  and  irxth  came  by  Jefus  Chrift :  and,  as  he  is 
(he  fubfiance  of  all  the  ceremonial  fbadows,  the 
traA  of  all  the  legal  types,  the  true  light  of  ^11  vi^ 
fion,  and  the  fubjeft  and  fubjeft-nnatter  of  all  pre- 
diftioDs  or  prophecies,  he  ftyles  hinnfclf  4be  way^ 
rt^  truths  and  the  life. 

The  truth,  therefore,  mentioned  in  my  text, 
through  which  wc  are  fanftified,  is,  without  all 
doubt,  the  abfolutc  and  unconditional  prontifes  of 
W,  ^bich  are  all  yea  and  amen  now  in  Chrift  Jefus 
to  the  glory  of  God  by  us,  to  the  glory  of  God's  grace 
by  the  eternal  falvation  of  us.  I  have  Ihewed  that 
Wc  are  fanftified  by  the  eleftion  of  God,  by  the 
Wood  of  Chrift,  hy  the  Holy  Ghofl:,  and  by  the 
continual  communications  of  grace ;  and,  as  we  are 
to  be  fanAified  through  the  truth,  (thy  word  is 
Jtnich)  we  muft  look  for  fome  true  word  of  promife, 
where  this  fanftification  is  held  forth  and  promifed 
to  us ;  and,  let  them  be  where  they  may,  they  arc 
all  now  in  Chrifl. 

And,  firft,  1  have  cbofen  tbee^  and  not  caft  thee 

^^vay-^  mine  e!e£l  fhalllong  enjoy  the  work  of  their 

hands.     Here  is  his  choice  of  us,  in  which  decree 

w^e  were  (anftificd. 

I  will  clearife  their  blood  which  I  have  not  cleanfed. 

S0 
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So  /hall  be  Jpfinkle  many  nations.  JFrom  all  their 
fUbinefs  will  I  cleanfe  them  ;  and  hy  the  blood  of  thy 
covenant  I  have  Jent  them  out  of  the  pit.  Here  are 
the  promifes  of  fandtificacion  by  the  blood  of 
Chrift. 

/  wUl  pour  out  myjpirit  upon  allfUJb.  I  wilt  pour 
cut  myfpirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  ay  blejing  upon  thine 
offspring.  Here  \%  the  promife  of  fanAification  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft. 

This  people  have  I  formed  for  myfclf,  they  Ihall 
flicw  forth  my  praife ;  I  will  direft  their  work  in 
truth ;  I  will  give  them  one  heart  and  one  way  i  I 
will  keep  them  i  I  will  water  them^  and  put  my 
fear  in  their  hearty  and  they  fliall  not  depart  from 
me.  Here  is  the  fan6Ufication  and  honour  that 
fliall  be  upon  every  cholen  vcfleL 

Now,  Holy  Fa^ier,  as  thou  haft  promiied  thus  to 
fandify  them,  and  haft  made  me  fanftification  to 
them,  and  haft  promifed  that  they  (hall  be  fandtiSed 
through  me ;  and  as  thy  choice  of  them  is  in  me, 
and  the  blood  I  am  going  to  (bed  is  for  them,  and 
the  fulncfs  of  the  Spirit  that  is  upon  me  is  to  flow 
to  them  from  me  j  and  as  all  the  fulncfs  of  grace 
is  in  me  for  them  5  then  fanftify  them  according  to 
thy  true  and  faithful  word  of  promife,  for  thy  word 
is  truth. 

SanSlify  them  through  thy  truths  thy  word  is  truth. 
Wherever  thy  word  is  preached  by  thofe  who  are 
chofen  in  me,  and  appointed  to  preach ;  who  de- 
clare thy  whole  counfel  i  who  are  pardoned  by  mc, 

and 
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and  preach  pardon  i  who  are  born  again,  and  are 
minifters  of  the  ipirit ;  who  are  partners  of  grace 
and  good  ftewards  of  ic ;  let  the  knowledge  of  chine 
dedion  of  them,  the  atonement  that  I  have  made 
for  them,  the  fpirit  that  thou  haft  promifed  to 
diem>  and  the  abundant  grace  given  them  in  me, 
ever  accompany  the  word  of  truth  preached,  and  be 
communicated  to  all  the  appointed  heirs  of  it,  who 
receive  the  word  with  power,  and  in  the  love  of  it. 
Sanaify  tbem  tbraufb  thy  truib,  tby  word  is  truth. 

And  every  believer  that  is  called  under  the 
miniftry  of  the  word,  or  by  the  operation  of  tHe 
Spirit  without  the  word  preached,  which  is  pro-, 
mifed  in  the  word,  and  comes  according  to  it,  is  a 
living  witnefs  of  this  truth.  By  thefe  means  they 
make  their  calling  and  ele£lion  fure ;  receive  pardon 
and  peace  by  faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  which 
faith  moftly  comes  by  hearing ;  they  receive  the 
Spirit  by  the  hearing  of  faith ;  and  find  the  good 
work  of  grace  begun  and  carried  on  under  it,  which 
is  a  full  anfwer  to  this  prayer,  SanSify  tbm  through 
tby  truths  tby  word  is  truths 

And  in  this  way  the  difciplcs  were  fandified 
under  the  perfonal  miniflry  of  the  dear  Redeemer. 
Now  ye  are  clew  through  the  word  which  I  have 
Jpoken  unto  you:  abide  in  me.  John  xv.  3, 4*  What 
word  was  this  ?  He  told  tbem  of  his  Father's 
eIc6tion  of  them.  Rejoice,  becauje  your  names  are 
written  in  heaven. 

He  had  told  them  that  he  laid  down  his  life 

a  ranfom 


(  tlci  ) 

a  ranfom  for  many,  and  that  is  blooci  was  idHnk 
indeed.  He  promifed  to  fend  them  the  Spirit,  the 
promifc  of  die  Father,  and  a  mcafure  of  the  Spirit 
^  -was  upon  them,  though  they  kncHv  not  what  man- 
ner of  fpirit  they  were  of.  And  virtue  had  gone 
oyt  of  him  to  them  all ;  the  grace  of  life  was  in 
them  J  and  by  faith  they  had  paflcd  fromd'tath  onto 
life,  and  had  everlafting  life.  And  thus  God's  pro- 
-  mifed  fanftification  attended  the  word  of  the  Sa- 
viour to  all  that  heard  the  word  and  kept  it  $  they 
were  fanftified  through  the  truth,  and  clean  through 
the  word  that  the  Lord  had  fpoken  ufit'o  them. 
This  is  the  fanftification  of  the  Lord's  people,  acd 
it  is  all  of  God  /  am  the  Lnrd  that  JanSify  you. 
The  prophecies  and  promifes  of  the  CMd  Tefta- 
ment  refpcfking  Chrift  were  two  branches ;  the  one 
was  what  he  Ihould  do  and  fuffer  j  the  other  branch 
was  the  gloi*y  that  Ihould  fdlow  his  ftifferings. 
The  former  were  all  fulfilled  by  liim,  and  then  all 
the  other  became  yea  and  amen  io  him ;  and  all  the 
promifed  bleffings,  and  all  the  g^ory  chat  fiiould 
follow,  are  in  him  alfo.  Hence  he  is  made  fane- 
tification  tv  us  'm  all  its  brandies  j  he  is  tfcc  firft 
above,  and  our  ekftion  is  in  hkn ;  ovr  Ian6li^ca« 
rion  by  bk>cd  is  of  him,  who  is  the  fountain  opened 
for  fin ;  our  fan6tification  by  the  Spirit  is.  the  fame^ 
for  the  Spirit  wkh  all  his  fulnefs  is  in  him  i  he 
fends  the  ppomife  of  the  Father  upon  ua,  and  ail 
the  communications  of  grace  to  uslare  out  of  his 
fulnc6  J  our  fandification  is  complete  in  him,  and 

wc 
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we  art  fanfti^  by  a  believing  cordial  reception  of 
him  into  our  hearts  -,  and  our  life  of  fandification 
in  this  world  (lands  in  our  walking  in  him,  cleaving 
to  faimj  and  holding  communion  and  fellowlhip 
with  him ;  for  be  is  made  of  God  unto  us  w^dom^ 
rigbtcoufiiefs^  JanSification^  and  redemption. 


X.  T«l 
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X. 


THB  WOMB  or  THB  UORNirrO,  AND  THE  CHILDREN 

OF  LIGHT. 

In  the  beauties  ofbolinefs^  from  the  womb  of  the  mom^ 
ingi  tbou  haft  the  dew  of  thy  youth.    Pfal.  ex.  j. 

This  pfaim  begins  with  the  glorification,  exalta- 
tion, and  ceflion,  of  Chrift  (after  his  refurrcftion)  at 
the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father.  The  Lordjaid 
unto  ntf  Lord^  Sit  tbou  at  my  right  handy  &f  r. 

As  the  iecond  Adam,  and  everlafting  Father  of 
the  eleA  fanruly,  he  is  appointed  heir  of  all  things, 
and  all  things  are  put  under  his  feet,  and  he  is  head 
over  all  things  to  the  church.  The  Jews  in  particu- 
.lar,  who  put  him  to  death,  and  rejeAed  his  reign,  are 
ftyled  his  enemies^  and  therefore  he  cajts  out  bisjboe 
over  them  \  they  are  fubdued  by  his  w  rath  i  they  refufcd 
the  bo fom  of  his  love,  and  therefore  he  fays,  /  will 
trample  them  in  my  fury  ^  andtbeir  blood fiall  bejprinkled 
upon  ntf  garments^  and  I  willftain  all  my  raiment  ^  for 
the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  my  hearty  and  the  year  of  my 
redeemed  is  come.  This  is  Ipoken  in  allufion  to  war- 
riora,  who  often  appear  in  garments  rolled  in  blood  ^ 
whO}  when  they  have  fubdued  a  rebellious  people, 
reduce  them  to  the  mofl;  fervile  drudgery;  which  is 

called 
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^kd  fhaking  biseTtemies  bis  fo&tjiool \  upon  the  con-, 
queft  of  whom,  as  upon  a  footftooU  he  rsufes  him* 
fclf  in  fame  and  glory  the  higher  (as  Chrift's  feme 
i«ras  hj  the  deftruftion  of  Pharaoh  in  the  Red  fca). 
This  was  done  likewifc  at  the  deilruftion  of  Jcrufa- 
km,  by  leaving  that  people  without  a  fceptre,  with- 
out a  ruler,  and  a  fynagogite  of  Satan,  even  to  this 
day. 

The  Lord  fidll  find  tU  rod  of  thy  finngtb  ma  of 
Zum ;  rule  tbou  in  the  midfi  of  thine  enanies.  Verfe  2, 
Rod  (ignifies  a  fceptre,  and  this  fceptre  is  his  power* 
AB  power  is  given  unta  ttie  in  heaven  and  in  earth. 
Hiou  haft  given  him  power  over  all  flcfli,  that  he 
might  give  eternal  lile  to  as  many  as  thou  haft  given 
him.  This  derived  power  rcfpcfts  Chrift  as  man, 
and  as  mediator,  not  as  God :  for  as  God  be  is  the 
firjt  and  the  lafty  the  Almighty ,  Rev.  i.  8. ;  and  no 
power  can  be  added  to  omnipotence.  Beftdes,  as 
God  all  things  are  his  own  by  creation,  and  by 
right  of  nature.  For  iy  bim  were  ail  things  created 
that  are  in  heaven,  and.  that  are  in  earth,  ^jSile  and 
invifihle ;  whether  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  prbteifaU* 
Hes,  or  powers :  all  things  were  created  by  him,  and  for 
him,  and  be  is  before  all  things,  and  by  bim  a'i  things 
cofi/ijt,  and  he  is  the  head  of  the  body,  the  church.  CoL 
i.  16,  17.  If  all  things  were  created  by  bim  and  for 
him,  then  all  things  are  his  own  by  right  of  nature. 
This  power,  therefore,  called  the  rod  of  his  ftxength, 
is  a  derived  power  given  to  him  as  man  and  medijr 
ator.    And  this  rod^  iceptre,  or  power,  is  oy<^r  all 
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dnd  all  things ;  and  is  difplayed  firft  by  his  gofpel^ 
which  is  the  power  of  God  to  falvacion  or  damna- 
tion} called  therefore  a  favour  of  life  unto  life  to 
fome,  and  of  death  unto  death  to  others ;  which  is 
termed  fmicing  the  earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouthy 
and  flaying  the  wicked  with  the  breach  of  his  lips : 
thus  his  fceptre  reaches  even  to  the  fouls  of  men. 
Moreover,  his  rod  is  feen  in  executing  vengeance  on. 
the  enemies  of  his  people,  and  in  their  deftrudlion  by 
various  ways,  efpecially  by  war.  In  rigbteoufnefs  be 
da  tb  judge,  and  make  war. 

^by  people  Jball  be  willing  in  tbe  day  of  tby  power^ 
ycrfe  j.  Thy  people  are  the  eleft  of  God  the  Fa- 
ther, given  to  Chrill  as  man  and  mediator ;  tbine  tbey 
v^crjy  and  tbou  gaveft  tbeni  me.  This  people  are  a 
rebellious  kty  reluctant  to  all  that  is  good,  contrary 
CO  Chriil,  and  enemies  to  God ;  but  Jejus  batb  re^ 
ceivedfffts  for  ibe  rebellious,  tbat  tbe  Lord  God  may 
dwell  among  ibem. 

This  power  is  put  forth  to  make  them  willing  to 
come  over  to  his  ilandard,  to  fubmit  to  his  yoke,  and 
bow  to  his  fceptre;  which  is  done  in  the  day  of  hi$ 
power.  There  is  a  time  for  every  purpofe,  a  fet 
time  to  favour  Zion,  and  a  day  of  power  t<^  every 
chofen  veflel,  when  the  power  of  the  Lord  is  prefent 
to  heal.  Every  chofen  veflel  hath  his  day,  his  ap- 
pointed time.  When  the  finner  is  cut  up  and  fub- 
xlued,  it  is  a  day  of  power  to  bimi  when  Chrift  is 
revealed,  it  is  one  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  nian  ; 
andj  when  taken  into  the  bofbm  of  his  love,  it  is 

the 
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the  day  of  his  efpoufals.     In  the  beauties  rfbolinefsy 

« 

from  the  womb  of  the  mornings  thou  baji  the  dew  of  thy 
joutb.    I  will  treat, 

I.  Oi the  beauties  of  bolinefs. 

a.  0(tbe  morning. 

3.  Of  tbe  womb  of  the  morning, 

4*  0£iiic  youth.    And 

5.  Of  thci^  of  the  youth. 
I.  Of  the  beauties  of  holinefs.  There  are  many 
things  which  the  fcriptures  call  beauty,  or  beautiful  5 
iuch  as  a  beautiful  crown,  beautiful  rod,  beautiful  for 
fituation,  and  beautiful  face  or  countenance ;  and  all 
thefe  are  of  God  i  but  the  beauty  in  my  text  is  di* 
vine  beauty ;  it  is  all  rtfled^ed  or  derived  from  God, 
and  there  are  various  branches  of  this  beauty ;  and 
hence  they  are  mentioned  in  the  plural^  and  by  way 
of  diilindion  are  called  tbe  beauties  of  holinefs.  All 
divine  and  human  beauty  put  together  is  now  to  be 
feen  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  be  is  tbefair^  among  ten  thou* 
fmdj  and  tbe  altogether  lovely.  If  we  coniider  him  in 
his  divine  nature,  he  is  God  over  all,  and  the  Crel 
ator  of  all,  and  the  Author  and  giver  of  tv^rj  na- 
tural beauty  that  is  to  be  found  in  this  world  or  the 
next ;  be  bath  made  every  thing  beautiful  in  bis  tim^. 
In  him  dwells  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily;; 
he  poflcfles  in  himfelf,  in  the  higheft  fcnfe,  every 
attribute  and  perfedtion  of  divinity  i  be  is  the  bright^ 
nefs  of  bis  Father's  glory ^  and  tbe  exprefs  image  of  his 
ferfon ;  vifible  and  invifible  things,  thrones  and  do- 
minions,  are  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  he  fiUs 
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heaven  itfelf  with  his  fulncfs,  and  all  that  are  m  it 
The  lig);t  of  his  countenance  makes  eternal  day  in 
heaven  i  his  life  is  an  endlefs  fountain  there,  and  his 
love  a  river  of  everiafting  pleafurc.     Now,  if  he  is 
the  Jun  of  that  world  to  come,  who  Ihines  in  it, 
adorns,  beautifies,  and  glorifies,  all  that  boundlefs 
e'xpanfe,  and  all  the  celcftial  inhabitants  of  it ;  and 
if  an  angel's  appearance  is  fo  bright  and  gloriotis 
tliat  Daniel  tirrns  into  comtption^  and  faints  at  the 
light;  and  if  Mofcs  and  Stephen  Ihining  in  his 
luftrc  was  fiich  a  terror  to  men,  all  of  which  arc  no-^ 
thing  but  rays  refledcd  from  him,  what  muft  he 
hlmfelf  be  *tvho  maketb  bis  angels  ffirits^  and  bis  mini- 
fiers  a  flaming  Jire  ! 

If  we  confider  him  in  his  human  nature;  in  which 
he  is  holy,  harmlcfs,  undefiled,  (eparated  from  fin- 

■ 

ners,  and  made  higher  than  the  heaVens,  and  in 
which  he  is  crowned  with  glory  and  honour ;  we 
muft  conclude  with  the  royal  Pfalmift,  ^bou  art 
'fairer  tban  the  cbUdnn  of  men,  grace  is  poured  inte  thy 
lips,  tberefore  Godbdtb  blejjed  tbee  for  ever.  His  huma- 
nity, both  in  foul  and  body,  was  pure  and  Ipotlefs  ; 
all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Spirit  was  upon  him,  and  all 
the  fulnefi  of  grace,  and  treafures  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge,  were  in  him ;  and  every  pcrfe<5lion  of  his 
Godhead  dwells  in,  and  fhines  through,  the  gra- 
cious, the  anointed,  and  the  confecrated,  manhood. 
Adam  in  innoceficy,  Aaron  in  his  beautiful  gar- 
ments, and  Solomon  in  all  his  glory,  (put  them  all 

together)  were  only  ftiadows  or  figures  cf  him  v;ho 

is 
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is  xktj9C(md  Adam^  the  High  Prieft  of  our  profifflon^ 

and  the  Prince  of  Peace,     Adam's  innocency  was 

foon  loft,  Aaron's  garments  and  priefthood  are  now 

no  more,  and  Solomon's  glory  faded  like  a  flower. 

of  the  field ;  but  the  glory  and  beauty  of  Jefus  can" 

never  fade.  But  it  may  be  objcftcd,  that  many  who. 

faw  him  in  the  days  of  his  flelh  bear  quite  a  differ-* 

cnt  tcftimonyj  namely,  that  He  bath  no  form  nor 

cemelinefs  i  and,  when  wefballfee  him^  there  is  tio  beauty 

thai  we  fhould  defire  him.     Ifaiah  liii,  2.     But  the 

hearts  of  thefc  men  were  ihut  up  in  prejudice  ^nd 

unbelief,   and  the  god  of  this  world  had  blinded 

their  eyes ;    and  men  that  are  blind  can  be  no 

letter  judges  of  beauty  than  thpy  are  of  colours : 

thefe  people  are  called  the  children  of  night,  an4 

of  darknels.     The  children  of  light  and  of  the  day 

faw  him  in  his  own  rays  5  they  beheld  his  glory,  and 

/flw  hvn  as  the  only-hegott^  of  the  Father^  fufl  of  grace 

ml  truth.    And  I  know  that  he  is  to  be  fc^n  now, 

and  his  beauty  too,  even  in  this  world  They  had  a 

glorious  glimpfc  of  him  under  the  former  difpenfa- 

tion.     One  thing  have  I  defired  of  the  Lord^  thai  will 

Ifetk  after ^  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  hard 

all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord^ 

and  to  inquire  in  his  temple.  Pfalm  xxvii.  4,     But  his 

hauty  is  more  confpicuous  under  the  frefent  difpfnfation. 

He  that  walketb  righteoufly^  andfpeaketh  uprightly ^  that 

.d^fetb  the  gain  of  opfr'effion^  that  Jhaketh  his  bands 

frm  holding  of  krihes^that  Jioppetb  his  ears  from  hearing 

if  bloody  andjht^ktb  bis  eyes  from  Jewing  ofevil-^  befffall 
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d'juell  on  bigh\  his  place  of  d^encejhatt  be  the  munitioft 
of  rocks i  bread  Jhall  be  given  him^  bis  water  Jhall  be  fure^ 
Thine  eyes  Jhall  fee  the  king  in  his  beauty  j^  they  Jhall  be^ 
hold  the  land  that  is  very  far  of .  Ifaiah  J^jcxiii.  15,  16, 
17.  Here  we  h^ve  a  promifed  view  of  him,  in  all 
his  beauty  and  majefty,  as  Kingof  Zion  5  who  res- 
cues us  frorn  jlll  pur  fpiritual  enemies,  who  conquers 
us  by  his  kindnefs^  and  holds  us  as  delightful  cap^ 
tives,  by  ravifliing  our  hearts  vith  a  view  of  hi5 
glory  and  majefty. 

Aflc  thp  yoqng  believer,  who  is  juft  verged  out  of 
darkn^fs,  who  has  efcaped  the  corruptions  of  the 
world,  the  bondage  of  ^\n^  the  wrath  of  God,  the. 
fears  of  death,  and  the  dread  C|f  endlefs  rpiiery  i  an4 
he  will  tell  you  that  he  can  fet  his  feal  to  the  truth 
of  the  following  promifc.  In  that  day  Jhall  the  branck 
of  the  Lord  be  beautiful  and  gloriousy  and  the  fruit  of  the 
earth  Jhall  be  excellent  and  comely  for  ther^  that  are  ef^ 
coped  of  Ifr^L  Ilkiah  iv,  2.     The  faith  of  a  believer 
views  him  in  his  own  light,  in  his  ancient  under- 
takings, io  his  glorious  viHts  paid  to  the  faints  of 
old,  in  his  fuffering  circumftances,  triunriphant  af- 
cenfion,  and  glorious  exaltation^  with  all  his  bril- 
liant trains  of  glorious  grace,  with  which  he  has 
gone  forth,  and  with  which  he  has  paid  his  courtly 
and  love  vifits  to  poor  finqers,  ever  fince  his  corq- 
natioft  in  heaven.  To  them  his  royal  fceptre  is  beauty^ 
and  his  paftoral  crook  is  bands.  Zcch.  ii.  7.     The; 
fined  and  moft  beautiful  ornament  that  can  adorn 
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ftate  that  can  deck  the  brow  of  a  fovcrelgn  is  a 
crown  i  ihd  Cbriil,  as  God  and  man,  is  both  theie 
to  the  chofcn  of  Ifrael.     When  he  Ihincs  into  their 
hearts^  and  difcovcrs  himfelf  to  them,  then  it  is  day 
with  their  poor  fouls,  and  they  fee  the  truth  of  what 
follows.     In  thai  dayjhall  tb^  Lord  of  Hofts  be  for  a 
crown  (f  glory ^  and  for  a  diadem  of  beauty  ^  unto  the  re- 
fidue  of  bU  people*  Ifaiah  xxviii.  5.     Chrift  crucified 
dwelling  in  the  heart  by  faith  is  the  believer's  dia- 
dem of  grace  in  this  world;  this  proclaims  the  be- 
liever heir  apparent  to  a  future  kingdom.     And 
Chrift  exalted  and  glorified  will  be  his  crown  of 
glory  in  the  world  to  come,  which  fccures  his  cnd-*^ 
lefi  reign  in  heaven.  The  faints  (ftbe  f^ofi  high  fhall 
teh  tbe  kingdom^  andpojfefs  tbe  kingdom  for  evcr^  even 
for  ever  and  ever.  Thus  we  have  fcen  a  little  glimpie 
of  the  beauty  of  his  fwcet  face  j  but  this  is  not  all, 
for  it  muft  b?  felt  as  well  as  feen,  for  his  keauty  \% 
rcfleftcd  upon  his  people,  the  luftre  of  it  (hines  into 
them,  and  fpreads  its  glorious  and  ornamenting 
luftrc  over  thcni,     Q  fatisfy  us  early  iiQitb  tby  m&rcy^ 
that  we  may  rejoice  and  be  glad  all  our  d^s.    Make  us 
glad  according  to  tbe  days  wherein  thou  baft  affli£ledtis, 
and  tbe  years  wherein  we  bavef^en  evil.   Let  tby  wor\ 
ofpear  unto  thy  fervants^  and  tby  glory  unto  their  chil* 
dren.  And  let  the  beauty  of  tbe  Lord  our  God  be  upw 
w,  Pfalmxc.  15, 16,  17.  Here  is  mercy,  rejoicing, 
and  g^nefs.     Here  is  God's  regenerating  and  vtr 
jewing  work  prayed  for,  that  it  might  appear  upon 
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his  fervants ;  and  his  glorious  light  and  tm^,  ycs( 
the  Spirit  of  God  and  of  glory  is  fought  afcer  in  this 
prayer^  that  it  might  appear  to  the  children  of  his 
fervants  with  every  heavenly  endowment  of  the 
mind,  every  ornamental  grace  and  needful  gift.  Le$ 
the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  bus  upon  us. 

This  beauty  is  not  the  varnilh  of  a  harlot,  nor 
artificial  beauty,  which  confifts  in  being  arrofed  $9f 
purple  andjcarlei  colour ^  and  dnhed  xmtb  gM  and  pre-^ 
cious  ftonesy  and  pearls*  Rev.  xvii.  4.  This  gaudy 
fhew  is  the  attire  and  only  beauty  of  the  whore  of 
Babylon,  all  which  is  ftrjdly  forbidden  the  church 
of  God,  I  Peter  iii.  3, 

Now  for  the  various  part$  of  this  btasOyi  of  tho 
Lord,  which  \%  upon  his  church.  It  con^fts  in  an 
illuminated  underftanding,  and  in  a  well  infbnne4 
judgment,  where  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a  Ipirit  of  judg* 
ment  to  them  that  fit  in  judgment.  My  judgment 
was  a  robe  and  a  diadem^  fays  Job. 

In  a  cheerful  heavenly  countenance^  the  true  in^ 
dex  of  pardon  and  peace  ip  the  conicienpe,  and  of  a 
lively  hope  in  the  heart;.  Sv>ctt  is  tbj  voice,  andthyi 
countenance  is  comely. 

In  a  humble,  meek,  and  lowly  mind,  which  is  ncft 
corruptible.  The  ornament  of  a  meek  and  qmtjpirit  in 
the  fight  ofGqd  is  of  ^eat  price* 

In  having  the  feet  fbod  with  the  preparation  of 

the  gofpel  of  peace;  walking  with  God^  who  ondain- 

^  pd  peace  for  us  %  walkin]g;  in  thrift,  who  is  oi^r  pei^ce  y 
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aod  4n.  keepiog  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  boiijl. 
pf  peace.  How  kesiutiful  ar^  thyfetf  with  Jbo^s^  O 
frme'j  doubter ^    Cant  vii.  i^ 

It  ftands  ia  the  glorious  robe  of  imputec}  righ- 
ilpou(he&^  ^hich  is  ;he  wedding  gannent,  and  the 
co^riog  that  is  of  God's  Spirit,  and  in  beipg  clothed 
vith  humility^  which  acquits  us  from  th^  kga] 
yd(e  of  icrvilp  fear,  ^  from  the  yoke  of  our  owii 
paofgreflions.  Awakf^  awake ^  put  $n  thyjlrengtb^  O 
Zieriy  put  m  thy  beautiful  garm^tSy  0  Jerufalem  th^ 
hfydif!  Loffr  tlrjil^f  from  tb<  bands  of  thy  mck^  O 
f^vedas^bter  of  Zu^*    likiah  Iji.  i>  2. 

It  confifts  in  the  application  of  free  falvatioo  to 
the  fool,  by  which  the  poor  finn^r  is  faved  from 
guik  and  $lth,  death  and  wrath,  and  in  which  he 
ftands  proof  ag^inft  all  the  attacks  of  fin,  Satan,  and 
iiniiers,  chough  they  are  always  at  him.  For  the 
(jord  takstb  pUafurc  in  bis  people :  be  will  beautify 
the  meek  with  falvation^  Fialm  cxlix.  4. 

Another  part  of  the  fpoufe's  beauty  lies  in  her 
eye,  and  in  her  necklace.  The  eye  is  the  eye  of 
&tb,  wbich  is  always  looking  to  Jefus ;  the  necklace 
is  the  dodrines  of  Chrilt,  which  is  the  myftery  of 
faith  in  a  pure  conicience ;  by  which  <:Qnfifte9t.aA(i 
{umnoaiouf  chain  of  truth*  and  new  covenant  pro- 
mifes,  we  abide  by  the  Head ;  the  bond  of  which 
covenant  ynites  Chrift  and  his  members  together,  as 
the  neck  does  th?  human  body  \  the  word  of  truths 
and  the  eye  of  faith,  are  the  church's  eye  and  neck-* 
|acc^   Tiou  baft  ravifbei  my  hearty  myjifler^  myjp^u/ei 
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thou  hafi  ravijhei  my  heart  with  ene  of  thine  eyei^ 
with  one  chain  of  thy  neck.    Song  iv«  g. 

O  bow  the  Lord  applauds  tbis  ^  be  thou  faithful 
unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life; 
and,  touching  the  truth  of  dodrine,  hold  that  faft 
which  thou  haft,  chat  no  man  take  thy  crown.  Be- 
caule  thou  haft  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I 
alfo  will  keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  tcmptatton» 
Open  the  gat CT^  that  the  righteous  nation  whrch  keefetb 
the  truth  may  enter  in. 

All  the  facred  myfteries  of  the  ancient  tabernacle 
and  temple ;  the  myftery  of  the  ark,  mercy  feat, 
golden  table,  (hew  bread,  golden  pot,  manna^ 
Aaron's  rod,  candleftick,  holy  fire,  incenfe,  cheru- 
bims,  brazen  fea,  and  even  the  shzkinah  itfelf, 
with  the  cloud  by  day  and  the  fire  by  night  in  the 
wildernefs;  are  now  to  be  found  in  Chrift,  and  in 
his  church.  Chrift  is  our  ark  where  the  law  is  hid» 
Our  mercy-feat  where  we  come ;  the  golden  tabic 
is  a  gofpel  miniftcr's  believing  heart,  containing, 
living  on,  and  holding  forth,  Chrift  as  the  bread  of 
life  i  the  golden  pot,  a  vcffel  of  mercy  5  the  manna, 
the  comforts  of  die  Spirit ;  Aaron's  rod  is  the  church 
of  Chrift  in  his  hand ;  the  candleftick,  the  church 
holding  forth  the  true  light ;  the  holy  fire,  the  word 
and  Spirit;  incenfe,  ipiritual  prayer;  the  brazen  fea, 
regeneration;  the  shekinah,  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
rifen  upon  us ;  our  everlafting  light,  our  God  and 
our  glory  j  the  cloud  by  day,  the  favour  of  the  King 
of  kings ;  the  fire  by  night,  the  eternal  love  of 

God, 
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God,  which  never  waxes  cold  to  us,  though  oun 
does  to  him.  AH  thofc  things  were  the  beauty  of 
the  ancient  tabernacle  and  temple.  Honour  and 
majifty  are  before  him,  ftrengtb  and  beauty  are  in  bis 
January.  Ffalm  xcvi.  6.  The  temple  was  built  of 
the  cedars  of  Lebanon^  on  which  account  it  is  called 
by  the  name  of  Lebanon,  Open  thy  doors^  O  Leba-^ 
nmiy  that  the  fire  may  devour  thy  cedars.  Zech.  xi.  i. 
A  dreadful  prophecy  this  to  the  Jews  I  The  doors 
of  the  temple  did  open  bf  their  own  accord^  as  Jo« 
fephus  relates ;  and  ibon  after  the  Romans  fet  fine 
to  all  the  cedars ;  but  the  (piritual  glory  and  bcautjr 
of  it  was  gone  fome'  time  before,  and  was  all  tranf^ 
ktcd  to  the  gofpel  churchy  agreeable  to  ancient  proi> 
phecy.  therefore  thy  gates  fif all  be  open  continualfy^ 
tbey  Jball  not  be  Jbut  day  nor  nighty  that  men  may 
bring  unto  tbee  tb^  forces  of  tbe  Gentiles 9  and  that 
tbeir  kings  may  be  brougbt.  Tbe  glory  of  Lebanon 
fiall  come  unto  tbec,  tbe  fir  tree^  tbe  pine  tree^  and  tbe 
bcxy  together ,  to  beaut i^  tbe  place  of  my/anSfuary ; 
and  I  will  make  tbe  place  of  f$y  feet  glorious*  Ifaiah 
Jx.  II — 13.  Thus  we  fee  that  all  the  myfterics, 
^ory,  beauty^  ftrength,  and  honour,  of  the  ancient 
tabernade  and  temple  are  now  to  be  found  in 
gofpel  Zion.  Not  only  the  carved  work  of  the 
cedars^  but  that  of  the  fir,,  pine,  and  box  tree; 
which  evergreen  verdure  fets  forth  the  life  of  the 
faints,  and  their  verdant  profeffion,  as  well  as  the 
carved  work  j  all  of  which  fhall  never  be  deflroyed 
or  broken  down  witb  axes  and  hammers.  Here  is 
^eautyfor  ajhes^  and  tbe  oil  of  joy  for  mournings  and 

tbe 
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tic  garments  offraf/c  fir  the  Jpirit  of  beavinefs^  Q 
how  great  is  bis^oedne/s,  and  boio  great  is  bis  beauty! 
Comjball  make  tbeycung  men  ebeerful^  and  new  wine 
the  maids.  Zech.  ix.  17. 

Let  this  beauty  of  Ifraelj  thU  altogether  lovely 
pne^  be  viewed  and  coniidered  as  the  Spirit  of  God 
by  the  ancient  faints  has  iet  him  forth,  and  then 
confidcr  and  view  him  as  fhining  with  all  his  glory 
imd  iqajefty  liixo  his  beloved  ipoufe,  and  it  is  no 
wonder  that  he  praifes  her  as  he  does*  "Ibou  art 
leatitiful^  O  n^  kve^  as  Tirzab  i  yea>  beauty  itfelf^ 
hoih  perfcft,  and  eternal.  Out  of  Zion^  tbe  perfect 
Hon  of  beauty^  God  bath  foined^  I  have  almoft  loH 
inyielf  in  thefe  beauties  of  holinefs  ^  I  muft  ^uic 
them»  and  go  to 

The  morning.  The  morning  fomecimes  fignifies 
.tbe  Ritual  rdiirre£tion  of  a  poor  foul  after  many 
^montbs  groping  and  ftumbling  upon  the  dark  moun- 
.tains  of  Horeb  and  Sinai,  amidft  the  blackneis  and 
darknefi>  till  we  look  l^ce  a  bottle  in  tbefmoke.  Pfal, 
cxix.  83^  But  all  our  toil  to  find  a  way  to  God  and 
to  heavep  there  has  been  labourite  for  the  wind ; 
z  deliverance  from  this  is  a  blefled  morning  indeed, 
and  that  my  Ibul  knows  right  well.  No  wonder 
then  that  tbe  poor  felf-Ioft  foul  is  bid  /«  look  to  bim 
ibat  maketb  tbefevenjlars  an  Orion^  and  tumetb  tbe 
Jbadow  qf  death  into  tbe  morning. 

Mombg  fometioies  fignifies  a  refioratipn  of  tbe 
fold  to  love,  peace,  and  joy,  after  a  long  and  ^d 
j^gficofipiritualdeiertion^  l£s  anger  endttretb  ^t  fi 
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mdmenf^  in  Us  favour  is  life:  weeping  may  endure  for  ia 

nigbt^  bui  joy  cometb  in  the  morning.     Moreovert- 

momiog  fignifies  the  beginnuig  of  endlefs  light  and 

gloiy  with  us  in  heaven^  of  which  the  lig^c  that 

Ihines  unto  us  at  Chrift*s  rifing  and  fliining  into  our 

fouls  is  the  glorious  dawn.    He  tba^  overcOmetb^  I 

mil  give  bim  the  morning  ftar.    Which  light  of  life^ 

joy,  and  comfort^  is  a  pledge  and  earneft  of  ever^ 

hfting  day  in  heaven.    Like  Jheep  they  are  laid  in  the 

gravoy  death  Jball  feed  on  tbem^  and  the  upright  fbatt 

have  dominion  over  them  in  the  morning  ^  that  is, 

wHm  Chrift  fhall  be  revealed  from  heaven  to  raife 

the  deadj  at  which  time  the  righteous  fbaU  fbine 

ferth  as  the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father  for 

ever  and  everi  the  wicked  dead  will  not  rife  tUl  a 

tbdufand  years  after  thejuft. 

The  beginning  of  the  creation  of  the*  world  is 
called  the  morning.  Where  wafi  thou  when  I  hoi 
the  foundations  of  the  earthy  when  the  mormngfiar$ 
Jang  together^  and  all  the  fins  of  God  Jhouted  far 
joy?  Job  xxxviii.  4,  7.  But^  litendly,  the  vacxn^ 
in^  fignifies  the  early  part  of  the  day,  when  the 
rifing  fun  brings  the  day  on ;  to  which  the  church 
of  God  is  compared.  Jf^ho  isjbe  that  looketb  forth 
as  the  mornings  fair  as  the  moon^  clear  as  tbafun^  and 
terrible  as  an  army  with  banners  ?  Song  vi.  lo.  This 
ibrcfold  appearance  of  the  chiirch  m^  fignify  the 
different  figures  that  Ihe  has  made  in  the  different 
ages  of  die  world.  With  the  womb  of  the  morning 
Chrift  revealed  the  beauties  ofbolinefs.  Adam  and 
£ve  were  types  of  Ghiift  and  his  Ipoule  %  the  tree 

of 
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rf  life,  inmher  reprefcntation  of  the  Sai^icfUr  t  th6 
tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  a  figure  of  our 
fallen  ftate,  when  nothing  but  a  bare  knowledge  of 
what  was  good  wa$  left,  and  hardly  that,  and  nothing 
but  evil  done  by  us,  and  felt  in  usj  the  garden  of 
Eden  was  a  figure  of  the  church,  as  God's  hufbandry 
and  walk  of  pleafure ;  and  ihe  bears  the  name  of 
Eden  to  this  day  -,  every  plant  there,  being  planted 
of  God,  rcprcfented  the  trees  of  righteoufnefs,  which 
are  all  planted  by  the  fame  hand,  and  he  plucks  up 
all  others.    After  the  fall,  the  beauties  of  holineis 
appeared  in  the  tree  of  life  ;  in  the  fword  that  kept 
the  way  to  it ;  in  the  cherubims  j  in  the  facrifices 
offered  *,  in  the  Lord's  appearance  as  judge  and  la- 
viour  to  our  firft  parents  ;  in  the  clothes  be  covered 
them  with ;  in  the  promifed  feed  held  forth ;  in  the 
bruifing  bf  Satan's  head;  in  the  fuffering  of  the  beel; 
in  falvation  from  Satan's  power  by  it,  and  the  enmity 
that  would  by  the  grace  of  God  be  put  between  the 
children  of  God  and  thoie  of  the  devil,  which  foon 
began  when  Abel  obtained  grace  and  Cain  tmfled  in 
dead  works.   In  all  thefe  things  the  beauties  ofbolinefs 
appeared  even  from  the  womb  of  the  morning.    And 
the  church,  from  this  time  to  the  giving  of  the  law,, 
is  faid  to  look  forth  as  the  morning.    The  whole  re- 
ligion and  devotion  of  the  faints  was  pure,  fimplCj 
and  fpiritual  i  the  dodtrines  and  commandments  oi 
men,  human  traditions,  grievoufnefs  which  they 
prefcribc,  the  vain  pen  of  the  fcribe,  fuperftitioD, 
and  will  worlhip,  ceremonies,  and  a  form  of  godii-* 

nefs^ 
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nef$»  had  not  obtained  then  as  they  have  now.    It  b 
true  that  now  and  then  one  of  theie  crept  in  aniong 
them;  but  not  having  the  canon  of  fcriptures  to 
pervert,  as  now^  they  went  into  the  mod  glaring 
prefumption^  and  were  foondifcovcred  i  £o  that  they 
were  prefendy  purged  out>  as  Cain>  who  wasexcom* 
municated  by  God  himfelf.    The  fons  of  God  (in 
name)  who  married  the  daughters  of  Cain,  and  be* 
came  renowned  for  wickednefs^  were  condemned  by 
an  overSow  of  water ;  and  the  feled  few  which  were 
preferved  in  the  ark^  among  whom  Ham  efcaped 
and  Canaan^  and  abode  for  one  year>  and  then  were 
curfcd,  and  condemned  to  a  double  fervitude.   Next 
Abraham  and  his  chofen  fpoufe  appeared,  and  many 
circumcifed  ones  with  him ;  till  Hagar  would  be 
the  millreis,  the  princefs,  and  the  mother  of  us  all, 
and  her  illegitimate  fon  the  heir  of  promife  i  when 
the  true  heir  at  law,  and  the  miftrefs  of  the  tent, 
became  (he  fport  and  ridicule  of  thtkfrom  the  taber^ 
nodes  of  Ham.    All  this  mocking  at  Sarah  and  Ifaac 
was  laughing  and  iporting  at  God,  for  which  info- 
knee  and  prcfumption  both  are  banifhed  at  the  com* 
mand  of  the  Moft  H  igh.     Next  Efau  ftruggles  from 
the  womb,  runs,  fporrs,  cooks,  and.  cries  for  the 
blcfilng;  and  is  determined  to  keep  his  ground  and 
foot-hold,  at  the  expenfe  of  his  brother's  blood ; 
till  Jacob  flies  from  the  church  to  fave  his  life,  and 
the  God  of  his  life  goes  with  him,  and  by  his  inflni- 
mentality  brings  two  more  into  the  houihold  of 
faith,  namely,  Rachel  and  Leab^  if  not  one  of  the 

hand« 
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bandmaids,  which  two  did  btiild  die  tioufe  of  Ifracl  i 
by  the  handmaid  I  do  not  mean  Dilhah^  who  corn** 
mitted  inceft  with  Reuben,  t  might  hare  mention-^ 
cd  Melchifedec^  Tamar,  &c.tbut  I  forbear.  Thus 
Ae  church  of  God,  from  the^morning  of  creation, 
looked  firth  as  the  mornings  in  her  firft  dawnings  of 
grace  and  glory,  oHdworJhipped  God  in  the  beauties  of 
hoUnefs.  And  the  church  in  the  dap  of  goipel  light 
is  a  pattern  and  copy  of  that,  when  God,  as  then,  is 
worfliipped  in  fpirit  and  in  truth- — ^Hence  Chrift  is 
Ae  perfon  of  whom  Adam  ivas  a  figure — ^Chrift's 
priefthood  is  taken  not  from  Aaron's  order,  butfron) 
Ac  order  of  Melchifedec,  after  which  order  he  is 
confecrated  for  evermore. — In.  Abraham's  loins 
Levi  pays  tithes ;  and  the  father  of  the  faithful,  who 
had  the  promifes,  is  blefied  by  Melchifedec,  who  is 
Ae  greater  both  in  dignity  and  office  i  the  one  being 
tt  king  of  righteoufnefs,  the  other  a  prince ;  the  for- 
mer a  prieft  of  Ae  mod  high  God,  the  oAer  a  pro- 
phet. The  one  received  tithes,  the  other  paid  Aem  s 
Ae  former  bleflcd  in  God's  name,  Ae  other  received 
it  in  Btith.  Hence  it  is  that  we  are  commanded  to 
look  unto  Abraham  our  father,  and  not  unto  Mofes ; 
and  to  Sarah  that  bare  us,  and  not  to  the  Jewifli 
fynagogue  in  her  moonlight  ftate ;  but  to  Abraham 
and  SarA,  becaufe  their  religion  is  a  copy  of  ours^ 
and  not  that  under  the  law ;  and  becaufe  our  call» 
faith,  juftification,  blefling,  promifes,  and  devotions^ 
^re  like  theirs;  I  mean  in  the  beauties  ofbolinefsi  and 
not  fcented  nor  tainted  wiA  will  worfhip,  or  a 

ipeciqus 
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rpecious  iorm  of  godlinefs  as  theirs  was«  Biit  the 
fxx^  remarkable  thing  of  all  i$,  ichat  God^  as  a'God 
ifl  covenant,  takes  hi$  eternal  n^no^^and  {ncmorial 
from  the  church  in  this  her  morningfUtc*  lam  fit 
MofAtrahm,  the  G^0f^4f,  Mdii^e  G^drfjacdi 
ibis  is  my  nam  forever^  and  mj  tn^morkltc  all  gmt^ 
rat$$tis.  And  the  very  blefliog,  and  bJefied  feed^ 
that  was  promifed  to  Abraham,  is  the  fame  which 
is  now  come  upon  the  uncircumcifion  through 
fiiithj  which  reaches  to  all  generations  to  the 
world's  end;  promifed  to  Abraham^  and  Jto  his 
niyftic  feed  for  evermore.  The  next  appearance  of 
the  church  is, 

That  jbe  is  as  fair  as  the  moon,  which  has  nxuch 
borrowed  lights  but  no  heat  i  many  fyoc^  but  not 
much  traniparent  bri^mefs;  never  in  one  flay^ 
always  waxing  and  waning;  to  which  jthe  church 
is  compared  from  the  times  of  giving  the  law  to  the 
coming  of  the  Son  of  God  (under  all  their  new 
moon  obfervations  of  feafting  and  fading);  at  which 
time  the  true  light  of  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  (not 
of  the  borrowed  light  of  the  moon)  appeared^  when 
life  and  immortality  was  brought  to  light;  iten  the 
daj  brohy  and  the  Jhadows  fled  away.  The  national 
church  of  the  Jews,  which  were  God's  people  by 
nadonal  adoption  (as  God  fays  to  Pharaoh,  IJrad  is 
ngfon,  myfirft-bom^  &c.)>  had,  like  the  moon,  little 
or  no  heat,  full  of  fpots  ;  their  light  was  borrowed 
from  the  letter,  not  from  God  ihining  into  the  heart ; 

K  they 
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they  hftd  a  form  of  knowledge  out  of  the  law,  not 
the  knowledge  of  him  by  perfefk  love  cafting  out  all 
fear ;  they  were  always  in  the  wax  or  wane.  But 
God  had  a  peculiar  treafure  in  this  fand ;  a  remnant 
in  diis  roll  of  national  genealogy ;  a  few  berries  on 
the  top  of  the  utmoft  boughs  of  this  olive  tree ;  a 
few  good  figs  in  this  garden ;  a  gleaning  after  the 
harveft  was  done  $  a  few  clufters^  with  a  bleffing  in 
them,  upon  this  degenerate  and  ftrange  vine,  that 
bears  fo  many  wild  grapes ;  a  holy  feed  in  this  de- 
ciduous oak  i  an  ox  and  an  afs  (I  mean  the  apoftles) 
to  fend  forth  from  Jerufalem,  when  that  city  was 
low,  in  a  low  place ;  which  the  Saviour  calls  the 
light  of  the  world,  and  the  fait  of  the  earth. 

The  next  appearance  of  the  church  is  clear  as  the 
JUH.  She  began  to  put  on  this  appearance  as  foon  as 
the  day  fpring  from  m  high  vifited  her^  when  thofe  that 
fat  in  darknefs  faw  a  great  light,  and  thofe  who  fat 
in  thejhadow  of  deaths  upon  them  the  light  Jbined.  The 
church  in  this  glorious  ftate  was  enlightened  with 
knowledge,  experience,  purity,  doftrine,  difciplinc, 
and  worlhip ;  and  fhe  has  fo  continued,  more  or 
leis,  ever  fince :  and  the  church  in  that  glorious 
time  was  exprefsly  called  a  woman  clothed  with  the 
fun,  with  the  moon  (the  ihadowy  appearance  of  the 
fonner  church  fiate  under  the  law)  under  her  feet^ 
with  a  crown  of  twelve  ftars  upon  her  head ;  that  is^ 
with  the  crown  of  loving-kindnefs,  knowledge,  fpi- 
ritual  virtue,  and  glory  j  which  twelve  ftars  are  thofe 
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fiiining  lights  (I  mean  the  twelve  apoftles)  by  whom 
Chrift  difibfed  and  ipread  the  light  of  life  in  the 
Gentile  world. 

The  next  appearance  of  the  church  is  terrihk  as 
mi  armj  wtb  banners  \  which  appearance  is  alto-^ 
gcther  military,  in  which  the  national  church  of  the 
Jews  often  appeared ;  but  the  remnant,  according 
to  the  dedion  of  grace,  among  them  never  cut  fb 
formidable  a  figure,  for  they  were  {6  hid  in  Elijah's 
days  as  not  to  be  known,  and  therefore  called  hidden 
^nesy  a  iblitary  family,  fparrows  upon  the  houfe-top> 
owls  of  the  defcrt,  pelicans  of  the  wildernefs,  a  very 
fmall  remnant,  faint  and  feeble;  without  this  fmali 
remnant  the  Jewi(h  church  had  been  as  ^f^^i?^  orGo-- 
morrab.  This  formidable  and  military  appearance  of 
the  church  never  hath  taken  place  in  the  world  as 
yet,  though  it  was  prefigured  in  the  times  of  Con* 
ftantine  i  therefore  it  is  a  predidlion  of  a  Angular 
appearance  yet  to  come,  which  will  commence 
when  the  witncflcs,  who  have  long  prophefied  in 
fackcloth,  will  throw  it  off,  and  rife  upon  their  feet 
as  a  cloud  of  witnefies  for  Chrift ^  when  the  kings  of 
the  earth  will  be  converted,  and  come  to  the  bright- 
nefs  of  Zion's  riling,  and  have  their  hearts  turned 
to  hate  the  whore,  eat  her  flefh,  and  burn  her  with 
fifei  when  the  vials  of  wrath  will  be  poured  forth 
upon  antichrift,  and  the  whore  of  Babylon^  by  an 
army  of  faints  upon  white  horfcs,  and  the  King  of 
kings  and  Lord  of  lords  at  the  head  of  them  ;  when 
eternal  majefly  will  appear  on  his  robes  and  victory 
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on  his  fwoiti ;  and  it  will  be  tnanifeft,  to  all  who  cftA 
tcad  cither  providence  or  gr&ce,  juftice  or  mercy, 
thai  he  bos  a  name  written  on  bis  veftu^e^  and  on  Hs 
tbigbj  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords.  For  this  will 
be  taught  them  by  his  omnipotent  power  and  juft 
judgment.  Now  will  the  kingdorhs  of  this  world 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  even  Chrift; 
who  will  deftroy  antichrift  in  the  eaft^  and  in  the 
weftj  both  foul  ind  body^  branch  and  root ;  the  one 
by  the  miniftry  of  his  wordj  the  other  by  the  force 
of  his  fword*  When  the  greacefl:  kingdom  under 
the  whole  heavens  fliall  be  given  to  the  faints  of  the 
Moft  High ;  greater  than  the  Babylonian^  the  Me- 
dian, and  Perfian,  the  Grecian,  or  the.  Roman  s  for 
tbis  Jball  extend  from  fea  to/ea,  and  from  tbe  river 
Euphrates  to  tbe  ends  of  tbe  eartb ;  wben  all  tbat  dwell 
in  tbe  wildemefs  Jball  bow  before  bim,  and  bis  enemies 
Jball  tick  tbe  diifi.  Now  (hall  all  rule  and  all  autho- 
rity of  the  wicked  be  put  down,  and  thofe  kings 
only  Ihall  reign  who  come  to  the  light  of  Zion,  and 
to  the  brightnefs  of  her  riling;  who  ihall  be  nurfing 
fathers,  and  their  queens  nurfing  mothers,  to  the 
church ;  yea,  all  kings  fhall  bring  their  glory  and 
honour  into  Zion.  O  what  a  time  mud  this  be, 
wben  none  but  faints  are  on  the  throne,  none  but 
faints  in  the  council ;  wben  tbe  officers  fhall  be  peace^ 
and  tbeexaSors  right eoufnefs\  wben  Cbrifl  fhall  break 
in  pieces  tbe  oppreffbr  i  wben  violence  Jball-  no  more  he 
beard  in  ber^  neither  wafling  nor  defhuSion  within  her 
herders  \  wbenjhejhall  call  her  Hvallsjalvation^  and  her 
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pUisfral/e!  Now  (hall  the  kingdoms  of  this  world 
become  the  kingdoms  of  Chrift,  and  none  but  his 
(aints  fhall  fill  the  thrones ;  for  the  nation  and  king^ 
dm  thai  will  not/erve  btmJhaUperiJb^  yea  thoje  hng^ 
domsfoallbe  utterly  wafted i  yea^  the  kings  fhall  bring 
their  gold  and  their  filvcr,  their  glory  and  their  ho- 
nour, into  Zion ;  and  all  their  gain  fhall  be  confe« 
crated  to  the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth,  for  the  God 
of  the  whole  earth  fhall  he  be  called.  O  could  my 
hand  keep  pace  with  my  heart !  could  my  pen  run 
like  my  thoughts  !  O  could  I  defcribe  what  I  fee, 
and  exprefs  what  I  feel !  But,  alas !  I  can  think 
what  I  cannot  write  i  I  can  fee  what  I  cannnot  ex* 
prcfe  J  and  triumph  in  the  future  prolperity  of  our 
family,  although  I  fee  one  of  the  mofl  dreadful 
nights  before  us  that  ever  beclouded  the  horizon  qf 
mount  Zion  (ince  the  dawn  of  immortal  light  caft 
the  firfl  radiance  upon  her.  Having  fhewn  that  the 
church  is  called  or  compared  to  the  morning,  and 
defcribed  her  morning  ftate,  her  moonlight  flate 
under  the  law,  her  funfhine  ftate  under  the  gofpel^ 
and  her  formidable  appearance  and  triumphant  flate 
yet  to  comcj  I  fhall  proceed  to  oflFer  a  few  thoughts 
upon 

The  womb  of  the  church,  which  is  compared  in 
my  text  to  the  womb  of  the  morning.  The  womb  of 
the  morning  is  the  darknefs  that  covers  the  hemi- 
fphere;  which  covers,  conceals,  and  hides,  the  day 
from  our  eyes,  as  the  womb  of  a  woman  conceals  an 
in&nt.    When  the  beanos  pf  xht/un^  which  brings 

K  3  day. 


(     134    ) 

day,  and  which  is  the  light  that  rules  the  day^  fhoot 
forth^  this  vail  of  darkneis  opens  and  gives  way, 
and  day  breaks  forth  with  the  beams  of  the  fun^ 
which  is  called  day-break^  and  daf-fpring.  But  what 
is  the  church's  womb  ?  Some  fay  it  is  the  church 
herlelf^  where  faints  are  converted  and  born  again 
with  the  incorruptible  feed,  the  word  of  God  ;  but 
fome  are  born  out  of  the  church»  as  I  was ;  and  fome 
out  of  due  time^  as  Paul  was.    The  womb  is  not  the 
church.     It  may  be  faid,  perhaps^  that  the  womb 
of  Zion  is  the  Mediator^  becaufe  he  is  called  Shiloh, 
which  fignifies  tht  fecandine,  in  which  the  infant  is 
wrapped,  and  becaufe  we  were  chofen  in  Chrift,  hid 
in  him,  and  God  gave  us  life  in  Him  before  the 
world  was  made,  which  is  true ;  but  then  Chrift  is 
called  the  hufband  of  the  church,  and  the  cverlaft- 
ing  father  of  the  family,  in  whom  they  lay  in  em- 
bryo, in  non-exiftence,  from  everlafting.    Nor  is 
the  purpofe  of  God  in  eleftion,  or  his  decree  of  pre- 
dcftination  to  adoption,  the  church's  wombs  for 
this  is  called  the  hord's/ecref,  znd  Jicref  things  belong 
to  God ;  but,  when  revealed  to  the  eleft  in  effedual 
calling,  then  tbejecretoftbe  Lord  is  with  the  righteous. 
Ifaac  is  the  pattern  of  us  all.  Now,  as  Ifaac  was, 
fo  are  we  j  and  where  did  he  lie  ?  Why  in  Sarah's 
womb.  True :  but  he  lay  in  the  womb  of  the  morn- 
ing before  he  lay  there;  and  that  is  in  the promi/e  of 
God.     Sarah  JhaU  have  a  Joni  Abraham  Jhall  have 
^Jeed.   And  I  believe  Ifaac  lay  in  thepromife  forty 
ye^rs  before  his  conception  \  Ilhmael  is  bom  after 
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the  flcfti,  but  Ifaac  is  lypromjfe.  You  read  of  chU- 
dren  of  the  womb,  and  the  fon  of  her  womb;  tui  we^ 
asffaac  was^  are  children  oftbepromife.  Zion's  o^« 
ipriog  ore  fpiritual :  and  what  can  caufe  her  to  la- 
bour and  travail,  in  expectation  of  a  family,  if  no 
fpiritual  family  is  promifed  to  her  ?  Tboujhalt  break 
fmb  m  tbe  right  banJ,  and  en  the  Uft^  and  thy  feed 
fiioU  inherit  the  Gentiles  i  a  little  enejball  become  a  tbou^ 
/andj  and  a  /mall  one  a  ftrong  natum ;  I  the  Lord  will 
bafien  it  in  his  time.  Here  they  lay.  And  fliall  I 
make  fuch  promifes  to  Zion,  and  not  perform 
them  ?  Shall  Jbe  labour  in  hope  and  expedtadon,  and 
iring forth  nothing  but  wind?  Shall  no  deliverance  be 
wrought  in  tbe  earth  ?  Shall  I  caufe  to  travail^  and  not 
caufe  to  bring  forth  ?  Shall  I  raife  thy  hopes  and  cx- 
pedacions,  and  (halt  thou  be  difappointed  of  thy 
hope,  and  have  all  thy  expe&ations  cut  oflf?  Shall  I 
bring  to  the  birth,  andnot  caufe  to  bring  forth  ?  Shall  I 
make  fuch  promifes  to  thee,  and  not  fulfil  them  i 
Shall  I  caufe  to  bring  forth,  andjhut  the  womb  ?  faith 
ibf  God.  Shall  the  children  ftruggle,  being  quick- 
ened, and  then  die  in  the  place  of  the  breaking  forth 
of  children  ?  No ;  I,  that  give  them  life  to  labotir^ 
will  give  them  love  to  caft  out  fear.  Before  fie  tra- 
vaHedfie  brought  forth :  before  the  apoftles  began  to 
form  churches,  and  they  to  labour  in  hope  of  in- 
creafe,  numbers  of  children  appeared  in  the  world  $ 
iffore  her  pains  came  fie  was  delivered  of  a  man  child,  of 
a  ftrong  manly  family,  who  were  young  men,  who 
vere  ftrong,  who  overcame  the  wicked  one,  and  the 
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word  abcxlc  in  them.  I  go  pow  to  conlider  the 
youth  which  U  to  fpring  from  the  womb  of  the 
morning, 

Th^ youth  which  is  to  fpring  from  the  womb  of 
the  morningj  which  is  to  be  as  numerous  as  the 
drops  of  dew,  feem  to  be  at  a  time  yet  to  come ; 
when  popery  fliall  be  difcovered  by  the  brigbtnefs  of 
the  Lord's  comings  and  be  deftroy^d  with  the  breath  of 
bis  lipsi  when  the  earth  (hall  be  covered  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  as  the  watera 
cover  the  iea ;  when  there  fliall  be  fuch  a  wonder 
performed  as  never  was  heard  of  till  God  revealed 
it.  fFbo  bath  beardjucb  a  thing  ?  Shall  the  earth  be 
fnade  to  bring  forth  in  one  day  ?  Yes,  it  did  at  the  cre- 
ation, when  God  commanded  it  j  Let  the  earth  bring 
fifrth  abundantly.  Butjhall  a  nation  be  bom  at  once  ? 
Tes,  when  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become  the  king^ 
doms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Chriji  I  when  the  Ipiri- 
tual  feed  of  Abraham  fliall  be  as  the  ftars  of  heaven 
for  multitude,  and  as  the  land  upon  the  fea  flxore 
innumerable.  Now  that  this  is  a  promife  yet  to 
come  appears  in  my  text,  and  in  the  whole  pfalm 
out  of  which  it  is  taken.  In  the  beauties  of  hoUnefs^ 
from  the  womb  of  the  mornings  thou  hafi  the  dew  of  thy 
youth.  But  then  why  are  they  called  youth,  when  the 
Jpiritual  family  is  faid  to  confifl  of  babes^  little  chil* 
dren,youngmen,  andfatbers?  Why,becaufcof anation 
beingbornatonce;  the  Gentiles*  fulnefsand  the  Jews* 
call  and  converfion  coming  in  together  \  for,  if  the 
(ftr^h  is  to  bring  forth  in  one  day^  if  a  nation  is  to  be 
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born  at  once»  if  a  little  one  is  to  become  a  thoufand» 
and  a  fmall  one  a  great  nation^  and  if  God  will 
haften  this  in  his  time,  then  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 
that  there  will  be  one  old  man  in  faith  in  a  thou* 
£md,  or  one  father  in  ten  thouiai^;   on  which 
account  it  appears  plain  that  the  family  will  confift 
chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  of  youth ,  and  fo  faith  the 
Spirit,  Infttad  of  thy  fathers JhaU  be  thy  children^  whom 
lh9u  mayefi  make  princes  in  cil  the  earth.     Pfalm  xlv« 
i6.    Now  the  oflfspring  of  the  womb  of  the  morn«» 
iog  being  called  ymthy  this  text  mentions  nothing 
but  cUldreHi  and  the  birth  of  this  family  is  to  be  all 
over  the  world,y&r  thefe  children  are  to  ie  made  princes 
in  all  the  earth:  this  muft  be  when  the greatcft  king- 
dom under  the  whole  heavens  is  given  to  the  faints, 
and  they  (ball  take  it,  and  -  when  both  kings  and 
fubjcfb  (hall  be  the  faints  of  God ;  kings  nuriing 
fathers,  and  queens  nurfing  mothers ;  the  officers 
peace,  and  the  exadors  righteoufnefs ;  when  fpears 
jbail  be  beat  into  fkughjharesy  andfwords  into  pruning 
hooks  \  when  nations  Jball  learn  war  no  morCy  but 
the  abundance  of  peace  Jball  be  enjoyed  as  long  as  the 
moon  endures. 

But  then  it  may  be  a(ked  why  the  womb  of  the 
church  at  this  time  is  called  or  compared  to  the 
^omb  of  the  morning  ?  Anfwer.  When  the  church 
ihone  forth  in  the  antediluvian  world,  foon  after  the 
Creadon,  (bon  after  the  morning  Jiars  had  fang 
their  hymns  of  creation  together.  Rev.  i v.  1 1 . 
Soon  after  which  the  fongs  of  grace  begun,  when 
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the  church  (hone  firft  forth,  when  men  began  to  caU 
m  the  name  of  the  Lord.     Under  the  law,  when  (he 
was  compared  to  the  mam^  then  they  were  called 
ehUdren  in  nonage^  under  tutors  and  governor Sy  under 
a  Jchoolmajier^ut  up  to  the  faith  which  Jhould  (tfter^ 
ward  be  revedUd ;  in  which  ftate  they  were  faid  to 
grope  as  the  blind  for  the  wall,  wifhing  the  day  to 
break,  and  the  ihadows  to  flee  away.     But,  when 
Chrift  the  day*fpring  vifited  them,  and  the  dawn 
of  g<^pel  day  began  to  Ihine,  then  the  faints  bore  a 
name  fuitable  to  the  ftate  of  their  mother,  who  tlien 
looked  forth  clear  as  the  fun;   then  her  family  bore 
another  name,  a  name  which  they  never  bore  before, 
being  called  by  Chrift  bimfelf  the  children  of  light, 
and  God  the  father  of  lights;  and,  as  the  church  was 
then  faid  to  be  clothed  with  thejun,  fo  her  family, 
fays  Paul,  are  all  children  of  the  light  and  of  the  day; 
not  of  night  nor  ofdarknefs.     Hence  it  appears  that, 
in  this  future  time  to  come,  the  church's  womb  will 
be  the  womb  of  the  morning,  her  offspring  the 
children  of  light  and  of  the  day,  in  a  glorious  fcak; 
her  watchmen  will  fee  eye  to  eye  ,•  the  light  of  the  moon 
fhail  be  as  the  light  of  thefun^  and  the  light  of  the  fun  as 
the  light  of  f even  d(gSy  when  the  LordfbaU  bind  up  the 
breach  of  his  people^  and  heal  theftroke  of  their  wound  i 
when  the  teachers  of  the  faints  fhall  be  hid  in  a 
corner  no  more,   but  their  eyes  ihall  fee  their 
teachers. 

Now  that  this  time  is  yet  to  come  will  appear  by 
the  contents  of  the  pfalm  out  of  which  my  text 
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IS  taken  j  and  the  firft  is  putting  down  all  idolatrous 
kings,  popifli,  turkifti,  and  pagan ;  He  Jball  firike 
through  kings  in  the  day  of  bis  wratb.  Pfalm  ex.  5. 
Secondly,  the  judgment  that  fliall  be  executed  upon 
the  headien,  and  their  death,  and  the  wounding  the 
htad^  Satan,  in  popifli,  heathen,  and  mahometan 
countries.  He  Jball  judge  among  tbe  beatben,  be  Jball 
Jill  the  places  wiib  ibe  dead  bodies ^  be  Jball  wound  the 
head  over  divers  countries.  Verfe  6%  Which  leads 
me  to  confider 

The  dew  of  the  youth,  which  fh^l  fpring  from 
the  womb  of  the  morning ;  which  I  think  is  not  to 
much  expreffive  of  the  number  of  the  faints,  though 
they  are  fometimes  compared  to  liars,  to  fand,  and 
here  to  the  drops  of  dew ;  though  in  that  fenfe  it 
may  be  true,  yet  I  think  the;r  flourilhing  ftace,  and 
abundant  refrefhing,  is  fignified  by  the  dew  more 
than  their  number.  Sometimes  tbe  poor  and  needy 
Jeek  watery  and  there  is  none  i  at  other  times  the 
minifters  of  Satan  /peak  Jo  much  villany^  that  they 
make  empty  tbe  foul  of  tbe  hungry^  and  caufe  tbe  drink 
of  tbe  tbirjtf  to  fail\  then  there  is  a  famine  not  of 
head  nor  of  water ^  but  of  bearing  tbf  word  of  the 
Lordi  Sit  which  times  the  Lord  promifes  that  he 
will  bear  tbem,  and  that  be  tbe  God  of  Ifrael  will  not 
forfake  them,  but  pour  water  on  him  that  is  thirjfyy 
and  Jbods  upon  tbe  dry  ground.  The  dew  princi- 
pally reprefcnts  the  flourifbing  ftate  of  the  church 
at  the  time  that  this  prophecy  alludes  to ;  when 
tie  everlqjling  go/pel  Jball  be  preached^  ftripped  of 
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human  forms,  and  unadulterated  with  human  in« 
ventionSj  human  traditions,  and  carnal  ceremonies  $ 
whin  the  pure  doHrine  ef  Cbrift  Jball  drop  as  the  rain^ 
and  difiil  as  the  dew ;  when  there  ihall  be  no  com- 
plaining of  leannefs,  drynefs,  and  barrennefs ;  when 
thejun  {of  pcrjecution)  Jhall  no  more/mite  them  by  day^ 
ncr  the  moon  ( of  legal  devotions )  by  night -,  wbenZion 
Jball  call  her  walls  faJvationy  and  her  gates  praife.    In 
thoje  days  the  Lord  will  be  as  the  dew  unto  I/raeJ  i 
^ey  will  thrive  as  the  corn^  and  grow  as  the  vine, 
and Jend  forth  their  roots  as  Lebanon.     All  which  is 
cxprelTive  of  the  gende  diftilladons  of  grace^  and 
the  abundance  of  it;   when  hard  hearts  will  be 
ibftenedy  barren  fouls  revivedj  parched  fouls  re* 
freihed ;  the  fun  of  perfecution,  and  the  flames  of 
carnal  luft^  ihall  be  allayed ;  and  both  the  floor  of 
the  Lord's  harveft,  and  the  fleece  of  the  Lord's 
ftcep,  will  be  wet  with  the  dew  of  heavenly  grace. 
The  morning  menrioned  in  my  text,  the  womb  of 
it,  the  innumerable  progeny,  the  univerfal  ruin  of 
the  wicked,  the  fpread  of  the  golpcl,  the  wonderful 
increafe  of  Zion,  and  the .  univerfal  call  of  her 
family,  are  all  mentioned  in  one  pfalm^  which  is  as 
follows.  Pfalm  Ixxii.     The  firft  is,  the  committing: 
«11  judgment  into  the  hands  of  Chrift,  and  the  ex- 
ecution of  all  rightcoufnefs  by  him  \  Give  the  king 
thy  judgment Sy  O  Lordy  and  thy  right eoufnefs  unto  the 
king's  fon.  Verfe  i .     The  next  particular  is,  the 
juftification  of  his  people,  and  the  avenging  their 
wrongs  by  executing  the  righteous  fcntence  of  God 
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Hpon  them.    He JhaU  judge  tby  people  with  rigbteouf^ 
nefSi  and  tby  poor  with  judgment.    Verfe  2,     Next 
comes  the  free  publication  of  the  finiihed  work 
on  mount  Calvary,  and  fweet  reconciliation  by  the 
preaching  of  peace  and  imputed  righteoufnefs  upon 
every  little  hill  of  Zion,  or  in  every  little  aflemblcd 
flock  of  the  chief  Shepherd.     The  mountains  Jhall 
bring  peace  to  the  people y  and  the  little  bills,  hy  rigb^ 
ttQuJfiefs.  Verfe  3.    The  next  branch  of  his  work  at 
this  future  time  is,  to  execute  true  judgment  in  be- 
half of  the  poor  in  fpirit,  to  proclaim  and  fave  them 
that  feel  the  need  of  falvation,  and  to  execute  ven- 
geance and  eternal  damnation  on  all  the  covetous, 
ovcrreachers,  defrauders,  and  oppreffors.     Hejhall 
judge  the  poor  of  tbe  people j  bejball/ave  the  cbildren 
of  the  needy  J  and  fball  break  in  pieces  tbe  opprejlr. 
Verfe  4.     When  this  is  done  all  the  world  will  fear 
him,  and  every  generation  will  (hare  in  the  benefits 
of  his  reign  till  time  is  no  more.     They  Jball  fear 
tbee  as  long  as  the  fun  and  moon  endure^  throughout 
all  generations.    Verfe  5.     And  now  comes  in  the 
dew  of  his  youth  mentioned  in  my  text.    Hejhall 
come  down  like  rain  upon  tbe  mown  grafs ;  asfhowers 
that  water  tbe  earth :  in  bis  days  fhail  tbe  righteous 
flourijby  and  abundance  of  peace  fo  long  as  the  moon 
enduretb.  Verfcs  6,. 7.     All  this  alludes  to  the  time 
when  all  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  (hall  become 
his,  from  one  end  of  the  world  to  the  other  j  for 
fo  it  follows.    Hejhall  have  dominion  from  Jea  iojea^ 
and  from  tbe  river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  they  that 
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dwell  in  ibi  wildernefsfiAll  bow  before  him ;  and  bis 
enemies  JhaU  lick  the  dufi  \  yea  all  kings  Jball  fall 
down  before  bim^  all  nations  Jball ferve  btm.  Vcrfcs 
7>  8,  9,  10,  1  ij  12.  I  rjnuft  now  conclude  this  fub- 
jeft,  having  fald  what  I  can  of  the  beauties  of  the 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrift  j  of  his  beauties  on  Zion  by  the 
manifcftations  of  himfelf  to  her,  of  the  beauties  of 
holincft  in  the  worfhip  of  the  faints,  of  the  myftery 
of  itj  of  the  womb  of  the  morning,  of  die  youth, 
and  of  the  dew  of  grace  that  is  to  appear  upon 
thefe  youths,  and  of  the  glory  of  thefe  children 
of  light,  which  are  to  Ipring  from  this  womb  of 
the  morning. 


XL   THE 


(     143     ) 


XL 


THB  GAIN    OP    GODLINESS,   OR    THE   fiEGGAR*S 

PROFIT. 


A  mans  hclly  Jhall  be  Jatisfiid  mib  the  fruit  of  bis 
mwlh  i  and  with  the  increafs  of  bis  U^sfbaU  be  he 
filed.   Prov.  xviiu  ao. 

By  the  helly^  here,  I  prefume,  is  meant  the  heart 
or  the  foul.  It  is  (aid  that  the  frodigal  would  fain 
have  filled  bis  belly  witb  bujks  :^  but  a  better  banquet 
was  provided  for  him ;  namely,  the  fatted  calf  and 
bed  robe,  which  is  Chrift  crucified  and  his  imputed 
righteoufnefs ;  neither  of  which  are  food  for  the 
bowels,  but  for  the  foul.  Again,  Elihu,  who  de« 
Clares  that  he^  was  infpired,  and  that  the  Spirit  of 
God  had  given  him  underftanding,  finding  the 
Spirit  to  operate  ftrongly  upon  him^  fays,  that  bis 
ieUy  h  as  wine  which  bath  no  vent,  it  is  ready  to 
hurfi  like  new  bottles.  Jobxxxii.  19.  And  fo  the 
Saviour  fays.  If  any  man  come  unto  me  and  drink, 
as  the  fcripture  hath  faid,  out  of  his  belly  (hall 
flow  rivers  of  living  water  ^  but  this  (pake  he  of 
the  Spirit,  Johnvii.  38*  But  it  muft  mean  the 
bcart,  for  it  is  the  heart,  and  not  the  bowels^  that  is 
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the  feat  of  divine  infpiration*  /  will  give  tbm  a 
fiew  heart  and  a  newjpirit. 

This  heavenly  merchant  in  my  text,  whole  belly 
is  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  fruit  of  his  mouth,  and  to 
be  filled  with  the  increa(e  of  his  lips,  cannot  be  the 
perfon  that  the  wife  man  calls  a  prating  fool  that 
ihall  falls  for  a  fool  is  not  a  praying  man,  and  he  that 
falls  can  never  be  faid  to  be  fatisfied ;  nor  can  thb 
merchant  be  a  man  employed  in  temporal  concerns, 
for  it  is  not  by  talking,  but  by  working  with  the 
hands,  that  the  generality  of  men  are  fed  and  filled 
in  a  temporal  fenfe.  He  that  khouretb^  lahourethfor 
bimfelf^  for  bis  mautb  cravetb  it  ofbim.  (Prov.  xvi* 
12,6.)  This  is  working  for  the  belly,  not  talking. 
Hence  it  appears  that  this  trader  in  my  text  is  not 
an  earthly  trader,  for  b  the  general  they  live  by 
labour,  not  by  talk ;  no,  nor  a  prating  fool  about 
religion,  for  tbe  kingdom  is  not  in  word;  in  all  labour 
tbere  is  profit^  but  tbe  talk  of  tbe  lips  tendetb  only  to 
penary.  But  this  man  that  T  am  defcribing  hath  his 
belly  fatisfied  by  the  fruit  of  his  mouth,  and  filled 
by  the  increafe  of  his  lips. 

Again,  This  trader  muft  be  an  hungry  man,  a 
man  that  hath  an  appetite,  for  he  cannot  be  faid  to  be 
filled  if  he  is  not  in  fome  meafure  empty  j  for  God 
filletb  tbe  hungry  with  good  things  ^  but,  as  for  tbe  ricb^ 
be  fends  them  empty  away :  it  is  they  that  hunger  and 
thirfi:  after  righteoufnefs  that  are  blefled,  and  they 
Ihall  be  filled  :  But  woe  to  them  that  are  fulU  for 
they  fhall  hunger.    Furthermore,  this  empty  man  is 

one 
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one  thdt  is  empty  of  good,  empty  of  righteoufnefs, 
of  the  bread  of  life,  and  of  the  fatisfying  grace  of 
God  in  Chrift  :  and  he  muft  be  in  a  good  meafure 
emptied  of  felf,  of  felf  fufficiency,  of  felf  righteouf- 
nefs, of  human  confidence,  and  of  all  fatisfaftion  in 
and  from  dead  works  and  a  form  of  godlinefs  :  for 
the  worldly- wife  finner  is  too  proud  to  hear  the 
gofpel,  and  the  felf-righteous  too  rich  to  beg  a  co- 
vering, and  the  foil  foul  loatheth  the  honey  comb, 
and  therefore  will  hardly  beg  for  that  which  his  foul 
hateth. 

This  man  in  my  text  is  a  praying  foul,  not  a 
hearer  of  the  word  only;  for,  if  his  belly  be  filled 
by  hearing  only,  and  not  by  praying,  his  belly  muft 
be  latisficd  with  the  fruit  of  another's  mouth,  and 
not  with  his  own :  but  my  text  fays  that  a  man's 
hdlyfiall  bcjatufied  by  the  fruit  of  bis  mouth  \  that  is^ 
his  own  belly  fhall  be  fatisfied  with  the  fruit  of  his 
own  mouth.  I  know  that  there  is  no  farisfaAion, 
nor  fiilnefs,  for  a  fcnfible  finner,  but  in  Chrift.  Jefus. 
I  know  that  in  him  pardon  and  peace,  regeneration 
and  adoption,  are  promifed,  a  new  heart  and  a  new 
fpirit  is  to  be  given,  and  every  thing  clfe,  both  fpi- 
ritual  and  temporal ;  but  then  it  is  added.  For  all 
thefe  things  I  will  be  inquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael, 
that  I  may  do  thefe  things  for  them.  So  that  without 
prayer  nothing  can  be  expefted.  The  prodigal  want- 
ed bread,  and  he  begged  it ;  the  publican  wanted 
mercy,  and  he  craved  it  by  prayer ;  Hannah  wanted 
a  fon,  and  fhe  begged  for  one  and  got  him  \  David 
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wanted  pardon^  and  he  prayed  and  obtained  it :  th^ 
belly  of  all  thefe  were  fatisfied  by  the  fruit  of  their 
mouth*  And  how  can  a  man's  belly  be  filled  with- 
out it,  when  God  declares  that  be  will  pour  out-  bis 
fury  upon  tbe  hatben  tbat  know  bim  not^  and  upon  the 
families  of  tbe  eartb  tbat  call  ml  upon  bis  name  ? 

Befides,  can  a  man  belong  to  tbe  boufe  ofDauidj 
and  not  have  tbefpirit  of  grace  andJuppUcatim  pured 
OHt  upon  bim,  which  is  promifed  to  all  the  royal  &- 
mily  ?  No,  by  no  means.  Again,  can  I  conclude 
that  I  belong  to  God  if  I  have  no  communion  with 
him  in  prayer,  or  that  I  am  a  believer,  if  my  prayer 
brings  nothing  in  from  him  ?  Verify  God  baib  beard 
tny  prayer^  faith  the  pfalmifl:,  and  not  turned  ofway  mf 
petitions i  nor  bis  mercy  from  me.  Tbis  is  tbe  cmfidence 
tbat  we  bave  in  bim  (fays  John),  tbat^  ifweq/k  any 
tbing  agree^Ue  tt  bis  willj  we  know  tbat  be  bearetb 
us ;  andy  if  we  know  tbat  be  bears  us  in  wbatfoever  we 
ajk^  we  know  tbat  we  bave  tbe  petition^  tbat  we  deftred 
of  bim. 

An  hungry  man*s  belly  is  to  be  fatisfied  by  the 
fruit  of  his  mouth,  (or  he  draws  this  conclufion — If 
I  am  an  enemy  to  God,  he  will  not  regard  me  i  if 
I  worlhip  him  not  in  the  Ipirit,  I  cannot  be  ac^ 
cepted ;  if  I  pray  not  in  faith,  I  cannot  exped  aa 
anfwer :  but  God  hath  heard  me>  and  therefore  re* 
gards  me,  refpeds  me,  relieves  me^  and  accepts  me 
in  his  dear  Son;  and  therefore  he  muft  be  nniy 
friend,  not  my  enemy  5  my  father,  and  not  my  angry 
judge i  my  God  in  covenant^  and  not  a  confuming 
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fire  to  me.  The  apojiks  prayei  till  the  place  wasjhook 
where  they  were  ajfembledy  and  tbey  were  filled  with  the 
Holy  Gbofi.  And  thus  Cornelius  prayed  till  he  was 
ordered  to  fend  for  Peter,  through  whofe  mtniftry 
the  word  of  life  and  Spirit  of  God  canne  upon  him 
and  his.  Jljk  (faith  the  Lord),  andyoufljoll  receive, 
that  your  j^  ffujy  be  fulli  for  a  man's  belly  fhall  be 
ladsiied  with  the  fruit  of  his  mouth.  David  .prayed 
for  pardon,  peace,  and  life ;  Jabez  to  be  kept  from 
evil ;  Jacob  for  a  blefling  j  and  Paul  for  the  re- 
moval of  Satan's  bufferings.'  And  all  of  them  pre* 
vailed ;  they  got  their  doubts  and  fears  removed, 
dieir  minds  fettled,  their  evidences  brightened,  and 
their  interefts  in  the  Lord  made  clear  and  plain  to 
them ;  and  thefe  things  fatisBed  them,  and  tb^  found 
quiehiefs  in  their  belly.  Job  xx.  20. 

By  the  increafe  of  his  lips  Jhdl  he  be  filled.  Godli- 
ncfs  with  contentment  is  great  gain,  having  the  pro- 
miie  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to 
come.  Solomon  prayed  for  wifdom,  and  he  got 
riches  and  honour  into  the  bargain,  which  is  what  he 
did  not  aflfr  for.  This  increafe  of  the  lips  mention- 
ed in  my  text  is  anfwers  to  prayer ;  which  confifts  in 
an  increafe  of  knowledge,  of  experience,  of  faith, 
of  life,  of  peace,  and  of  love,  comfort,  joy,  and 
ftrength.  Some  folks  make  many  long  prayers, 
and  think  that  they  (hall  be  heard  for  their  nnuch 
fpcaking  j  but^  if  God  gives  no  anfwer,  there  is  ng 
increafe;  and,  if  no  increafe,  how  can  they  be  filled  ? 
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Great  is  the  delight  of  the  Lord  in  the  prayers  of 
the  faithful.  Let  me  bear  thy  voice,  let  mejee  thy  face  j 
Jweet  is  thy  voice,  and  thy  countenance  is  comely*  The 
prayer  of  the  upright  is  the  Lord's  delight.  JJk  and 
ye  Jhall  have,  Jeek  and  ye  Jhall  find,  knock  and  itjball 
he  opened  unto  you  -,  for  be  tbat  ajketb  receivetb,  and  be 
that  feeketbfindetby  &c.  &c.  And  again.  Call  upon 
me  in  tbe  time  of  trouble,  I  will  deliver  tbee,  andtbou 
Jhalt  glorify  me.  Open  thy  moutb  wide,  and  I  will  fill 
it,  O  how  great  is  the  condefcenfion  of  God  to 
Irften  to  the  prayers  of  fuch  poor  rebels !  and  how 
fweet  and  favoury  are  thofe  bleffings  and  gracioii^ 
anfwers  that  are  obtained  by  much  importunity  in 
prayer!  Reader,  as  long  as  one  doubt  remains 
touching  the  goodnefs  and  fafety  of  thy  ftate,  if 
fufpicions  are  working,  if  any  fears  are  cherifhed, 
if  any  pro  and  con  in  the  court  of  confcience,  if 
any  jealoufics ;  let  thefe  things  be  manifefted,  let 
them  be  fifted  to  the  bottom,  let  them  be  canvaflfed 
over,  and  fet  to  rights  ;  make  ftraight  paths  for  thy 
feet ;  remember  that  thy  belly  is  to  be  filled,  and 
thou  art  to  be  fatisficd  with  the  fruit  of  thy  mouth, 
and  with  the  increafe  of  thy  lips ;  there  is  a  great 
gain  in  godlinefs,  a  choice  revenue  in  wifdom,  and 
a  bleffed  increafe  in  prayer.  Begging  is  the  moft 
profitable  branch  of  all  the  heavenly  trade.     He 

9 

raifetb  up  tbe  poor  out  of  tbe  dufl,  and  liftetb  up  tbe 
beggar  from  tbe  dungbill,  to  fet  tbem  among  princes, 
and  to  wake  tbem  inberit  tbe  throne  of  glory,  i  Sam.  ii.  8* 
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But  without  prayer  what  can  be  cxpeftcd,  when 
God  hath  faid  that,  for  all  the  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral blelllngs  promifed,  he  will  be  inquired  of 
by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  to  do  thefe  things  for  iMm  ? 
Read  Ezekiel  xxxvi* 
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XII. 

THB  TRITEEFOLD  RECORD  IN  HEAVEN  BB* 
FLBCTED  IN  A  THREEFOLD  WITNESS  IN 
BARTH^  AND  THE  TRIUNE  AND  HARMONIOUS 
WITNESS  ONE  IN  THE  BELIEVER'S  HEART. 

Por  there  are  three  that  hear  witnejs  in  earthy  the  Sprite 
and  the  water ^  and  the  blood \  andtheje  three  agree  in 
me.  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God  bath  the 
mtne/s  in  himfelf.     i  John  v.  8,  lo. 

« 
John  informs  us  that  whatfoever  is  born  of  God 

ovcrcomcth  the  world ;  that  is,  that  every  grace, 

fuch  as  faith,  hope,  love,  peace,  meeknefs,  humility, 

or  whatever  grace  is  produced  and  brought  forth  in 

the  foul  under  the  prolific  operations  of  the  Holy 

Ghoft,  is  a  real  fruit  of  his,  and  muft  reign  in  the 

heart,  and  (hall  overcome  both  the  frowns  and  flat^ 

tcries  of  this  world  (verfe  ^)xfor  that  which  is  bom 

of  the  Spirit  is  Jpirity  faith  the  Lord.     It  is  fpiritusU 

grace,  and  is  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  and  therefore 

muft  overcome.  And  not  only  the  reign  of  grace  is 

here  intended,  but  the  Holy  Spirit^  who  produces 

thefe  graces  in  the  heart,  and  doth,  by  ifhedding 

abroad  Qod's  love  in  us,  unite  us  to  Chrift  Jefus ; 

by 
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by  virtue  of  which  union  we  are  made  to  fhare  in  d^ 
his  iiiflferingSy  benefits^  and  triumphs.  Be  of  gaod 
cheer  for  Ihaoe  overcome  the  world.  But  why  fliould 
I  be  of  good  cheer  on  account  of  his  vidtory^  if  I 
have  no  fiiare  in  it  ?  but  all  believers  have  a  part 
and  lot  in  the  whole  of  it.  The  Lord  of  hofts, 
mighty  in  battle,  fought  the  field  for  us,  and  all  the 
great  Ipoil  is  divided  among  us ;  for,  when  he  over- 
came Satan,  fin,  death,  and  the  world,  we  were  re* 
deemed  from  all  thefe ;  and,  when  he  is  revealed  to 
us,  we  are  delivered  from  them  all  j  and  there  is  vic- 
tory for  the  finner  in  no  other  way  than  by  faith  in 
Chrift.  fVio  is  be  thai  tmercometb  the  worldy  but  he 
that  beUevetb  that  Je/us  is  the  Son  of  God?  (verfe  5.) 
And  this  faith  is  a  cordial  reception  of  him  into  the 
heart,  and  an  embracing  of  him  gladly,  in  confi* 
dence  and  afFedion,  as  the  only-begotten  Son  of 
God,  as  the  true  Meifiah,  and  as  our  only  Saviour 
and 'Redeemer. 

fbis  is  he  thai  came  iy  water  and  bloody  even  Jefus 
Cbrift  i  not  by  water  only,  but  by  water  and  blood. 
And  it  is  the  Spirit  that  beareth  witnefs;  becaufe  the 
S^rit  is  truth,  (vcrfe  6.)  Jefus  is  faid  here  to  come 
by  water^  and  to  come  by  blood,  and  that  the  Spirit 
of  truth  bears  witnefs  to  thefe  things.  The  water, 
bloody  and  fpirit,  are  in  the  next  verfe  traced  up  to 
God  in  three  perfons,  and  each  diflind  perfon  in 
the  Gt>dhead  is  faid  to  bear  record  in  heaven.  For 
there  are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Father, 
/i^  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost:  and  thefe  three 
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are  One.  (vcrfc  7.)  The  record  of  thcfc  three  per* 
fons,  which  arc  in  heaven,  is  to  be  found  recordecl 
in  the  book  of  God,  that  is  the  Bible ;  for  thofc 
fouls  that  are  in  heaven,  and  made  perfed  in  knowr 
ledge  there,  need  no  record  to  comfort,  encourage^ 
or  to  affurc  them  j  or  tq  give  them  a  ftrong  confo- 
lation  i  no,  not  fo  much  as  to  have  their  name$ 
fhewn  them  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  lifej  for  their 
happy  (late  of  life,  and  immortal  glory  i(i  heaven,  \% 
a  full  and  all-fufficient  proof  of  that:  nor  are  they 
ignorant  of  the  diftinft  perfonality  and  eflential  di- 
vinity  of  either  the  Father  Son,  or  Spirit;  for  thole, 
that  arc  there  are  the  pure  in  hearty  who  fee  Cody  arid 
Cbriji  Jhews  them  plainly  of  the  Father. 

This  threefold  record  is  for  our  fakes,  and  for  our 
inftruflion,  and  is  recorded  in  the  Bible  ;  and  they, 
each  bear  record  to  the  Godhead  of  Cbrift. 

But  unfo  the  Son,  be  {the  Father)  faitby  Thy  throne^ 
O  Gcd^  is  for  ever  and  ever.  Compare  Heb.  i.  ift  and 
8th  verfe.     This  is  the  Father's  record. 

Look  unto  nte,  and  be  ye  Javedy  all  the  ends,  of  the 
earth ;  for  lam  Cody  and  there  is  none  elfe.  Ilkiah  xlv^ 
a2.  This  is  theSaviour*s  record  of  hi mfelf,  and  his 
record  is  true,  that  he  is  God,  and  be/ides  hinty  or  to 
the  cxclufion  of  him,  there  is  no  God.  Ifaiah  xliv.  6. 
For  the  one  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  is  three  perfons; 

jindhis  name fball  be  called  Wonderfuly  CounfeUory  the 
mighty  Gody  the  everlajiing  Father y  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

Ifaiah  ix.  6.    This  is  the  Holy  Ghoft*s  record  to 
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the  Godhead  of  him.  This  holy  man  of  olc{ 
fpoke  as  he  was  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoil,  and  thi^ 
is  the  Holy  Ghoft's  record  of  Cbrift  throughout  the 
Spiipture,  for  to  him  gave  all  the  prophets  witnefs^ 

Tbde  three  perfons  bear  record  likewife  to  the 
jbnlhip  of  Chrift.  The  Father's  record  is,  This  is  my 
ielcved Softy  in  whom  lam  weilpleafed.  The  Saviour's 
record  is,  Jhe  hour  if  comings  and  now  is^  i/i^ben  tb$ 
ieadjball  he^r  the  vgicf  of  the  Son  ofGod^  and  $bey  that 
bearjball  live.  John  v.  25,  And  the  Spirit's  record 
by  John  the  Baptift  is  this,  And  I  Jaw  and  bear 
ttford  tbat  ibis  is  the  Son  of  God.  John  i.  34. 

All  fhe  three  perfons  in  the  ever  blefled  Trinity 
bear  record  likewife  to  this  truth,  that  he  that  be- 
lievcth  on  the  Son  of  God  (hall  have  eternal  life, 
God  promifed  a  feed  to  Abraham,  which  feed  was 
Chrift.  Abraham  believes  in  God,  who  made  the 
promife  to.him  i  and  that  feed  promifed  was  rec- 
koned  to  hjm  for  righteoufnefs,  being  the  end  of  the 
law  for  righteoufneis  to  all  that  believe  \  and  God 
palls  himfelf  the  God  of  Abraham  j  bui  be  is  not  tbe 
God  of  tbe  deady  but  of  tbe  living  \  which  (hews  that 
Abraham  ever  lives,  for  the  juft  man  fhall  live  by 
his  faith  while  upon  earth,  aiid  Ihall  live  for  ever  in 
glory  in  heaven.  Chrift  bears  the  fame  record  j  He 
tbat  believetb  on  me  batb  everlafiing  life.  And  the 
Spirit  in  all  th^  prophets  and  apoftles  bears  i^cord 
that  as  many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal  life  believed, 
and  t bey  tbat  believed  lived  by  tbe  faith  of  tbe  Son  of 
God,    Thus  there  are  three  that  bear  record  ia 

heaven^ 
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hnvcst,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  ; 
and  thefe  three  are  one. 

yinJ  there  are  three  that  hear  witnefs  iif  the  earthy 
the  Spirt y  and  the  water ^  and  the  blood  i  andthe/e  three 
agree  in  one.  (verfc  8. )  Thtfe  three  are  faid  to  bear 
witnefs  in  the  earth.  Th^  Spirit  bears  his  witnefe  in 
every  believing  foul  j  this  is  granted  by  all  believers 
lirhofe  faith  has  any  growth  at  alt.  And  the  blood 
of  Chrift  hath  undoubtedly  a  voice  in  every  par- 
doned finner  xiyho  is  come  to  the  blood  of  Jprinkling, 
which  fpeaketh  better  things  than  that  ofAbel^  becaufe 
it  fpeaks  pardon,  peace,  and  reconciliation ;  but  the 
difficulty  feems  to  lie  in  the  witnefs  of  the  water. 

I  believe  that  many  good  men  think  that  water 
baptifm  is  meant  by  this  witnefs,  becaufe  God  bor^ 
teftimony  to  Chrift  his  Son  at  his  baptifm  by  Johrr, 
and  becaufe  perfons  are  baptized  in  the  name  of  the 
Son  as  well  as  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft;  but  this  water  in  my  text  is  faid  to 
tear  witnefs.  Now  the  witnefe  at  Chrift's  Baptlfni 
came  from  God,  and  not  from  the  Water  \  and  at 
the  baptifm  of  any  perfon  the  minifter  mentions 
the  name  of  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  agreeable  to 
Chrift^s  command ;  but  the  water  itfclf  has  no 
voice,  and  of  itfelf  bears  no  witnefs.  I  knOW  that 
inanimate  things  are  fometimes  called  witneflcs,  zt 
the  two  tables  of  fione^  and  Jacob* s  hettp  in  Mount 
Gileadi  but  then  the  former  bore  tl>e  commandments  of 
God,  written  with  his  ownjinger ;  and  the  latter  was 
a  quantity  of  Hones  gathered  by  Jacob  and  Labanj. 

and 
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and  kid  tagether  in  a  heap,  as  the  joint  work  of 
both  their  hands,  to  remind  them,  upon  fight  of  the 
joint  promife  mad^,  never  to  pafs  the  fame  heap  to 
each  other  for  harm  $  and  both  tbefe  were  to  help 
the  nnetnory.  God  wrote  what  he  faid  that  men 
might  never  forget  if ;  and  Jacob's  heap^  was  to 
bring  to  mind  and  nfiemory  their  former  promife  or 
covenant.  Some  may  objeft,  and  fay,  from  Peter, 
Tie  Hie  figure  thereunto  baftifm  doth  now  Jave  us, 
(net  the  putting  Moay  the  filth  of  the  fiejh^  hut  the 
ehtfwer  of  a  good  confeience  towards  God),  i  Pet.  iii.  a  i. 
But  then  this  anfwet  is  not  obtained  by  putting  away 
the  filth  oftheflejb  by  water,  for  water  cannot  cleanfe 
the  confeience,  nor  make  it  good,  nor  furnifh  it  with  an 
dnfwer  towards  God.  It  is  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and 
that  only,  that  can  purge  the  confeience ;  and  it  is 
the  Spirit  of  God  that  renews  it,  and  bears  his  wit* 
nefi  in  it»  The  blood  of  Chrift  makes.it  clean,  and 
the  Spirit  of  God  makes  it  good  -,  and  the  Spirit's 
witnefs  in  it  is  an  anfwer  towards  God-,  and  in  this 
Way  Chrift  faves  us  by  the  wafhing  of  regeneration^ 
dmd  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

Befides,  there  are  many  in  the  world  who  have  had 
water  poured  on  them,  and  many  that  have  been 
plunged  into  water,  who  never  had  the  anfwer  of  a 
good  confeience  towards  God,  nor  has  the  water  ever 
bore  any  fatisfeftory  witnefs  to  them,  or  in  them. 

Mot^over,  it  is  faid  that  Chrift  came  by  water  and 
by  blood.  Th\&  coming  fpoken  of  I  take  to  be  his  firft 
coming  into  the  world  at  his  birth ;  and  diat  he  came 
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fy  hloifd  is  plain ;  for^  as  the  children  were  partakers  of 
fleftf  and  bloody  be  likewife  took  part  of  the  fame  -,  and 
this  he  cook  in  the  virgin's  womb»  and  he  took  it 
of  the  fubftance  of  Mary's  body :  and  in  this  fenfe 
his  manhood  was  bom  of  the  flelh^  and  of  blood ; 
and  he  came  alfo  by  his  own  moft  precious  blood,  or 
in  his  dyed  garments,  when  he  manifefted  himfelf  to 
his  apoftles  and  difciples  after  his  refurreflion  i  and 
fo  he  has  come  to  poor  finners  in  his  goipel  ever 
finccj  evidendy  crucified  and  fct  forth  before  them. 
But,  if  this  coming  fpoken  of  in  my  text  is  to  be 
tuderftood  of  his  coming  into  the  world  at  firft  (as 
I  think  it  is)  how  can  it  be  faid  then  that  he  came 
by  water  ?  And,  if  it  be  replied  that  all  infants  come 
into  the  world  by  water,  it  is  granted  i  but  that  water 
bears  no  witnefs  i  and,  as  for  his  baptifm,  he  had 
been  thirty  years  in  the  M^orld  before  he  was  bap« 
tized  by  John.  And,  if  it  be  objeAed  that  he  came 
into  his  miniftry  at  thirty  years  of  age  by  water,  be* 
caufe  he  began  to  preach  fopn  after  his  baptifm>  my 
anfwer  is,  that  I  find  nothing  in  (he  whole  chapter 
that  confines  this  coming  fpoken  of  in  my  text  to 
diat  time*  He  came  by  blood  from  the  womb,  and 
be  came  by  the  Spirit  from  the  womb  i  for  the  Holy 
Ghoft  came  on  the  virgin  at  his  conception,  and 
he  was  filled  with  him  from  .the  womb  i  and  was 
manifefted  and  made  known  as  the  true  Mcssiah, 
Christ,  or  the  Anointed,  within  eight  days,  to 
Simeon,  to  Anna,  the  fhepherds,  &c.  and  I  believe 
be  came  by  wfiter  at  the  fame  time. 

\  mult 
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I  muft  confefs  that  this  obfcure  text  has  greatljr 
puzzled  me  for  many  years ;  nor  has  the  opinion  of 
any  one  that  I  have  ever  yet  read  or  heard  fixed  my 
mind,  or  given  me  fatisfaftion,  about  it;  and  for 
this  reafon^  John^  having  in  the  preceding  verfe 
teftificd  of  the  threefold  record  of  the  three  divine 
perfons  in  heaven^  proceeds  to  a  threefold  witneis 
in  the  earth  as  a  proof  of  this ;  which  triune  wit* 
nds  in  the  earth  is  repreiented  as  an  ecboj  or  it  is  a 
threefold  witnefs  in  the  earth,  refledted  from  the 
three  that  bear  record  in  heaven ;  and,  as  the  three- 
fold record  of  heaven  is  in  the  Bible,  fo  the  three- , 
fold  witneis  in  the  earth  is  in  the  fouk  of  all  belie- 
vers. But  then  to  which  of  the  three  diftinft  perfons, 
who  bear  a  diftinfb  record  in  heaven,  can  this  dif- 
tind  witfiefs  of  the  water  be  traced  up  to,  or  afcribcd 
to,  as  refle&ed  into  men  on  earth,  feeing  that  bap- 
tifm  is  adminiftered  in  the  name  of  all  the  three 
divine  perfons,  as  an  ordinance  appointed  by  all  the 
three,  and  in  the  name  of  them  all  ? 

In  this  matter  I  would  not  wifli  to  be  wife  above 
what  is  written,  but  in  all  things  fubmit  to  divine 
revelation ;  and  I  feel  enough  daily  of  my  own  ig- 
norance to  convince  me  that  he,  who  thinks  he 
knows  any  thing,  knows  nothing  yet  as  he  ought 
to  know ;  it  is  in  God's  light  we  fee  light,  and  who 
teaches  like  him  ?  In  this  matter  I  Ihall  prefume, 
as  others  have  done,  to  ftiew  mine  opinion,  and 
to  fubmit  it  to  the  judgment  of  God's  houfehold, 
wbicli  is  the  pillar  and  ground  of  all  truth,  if  not 
1  in 
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in  light,  it  is  in  life ;  if  not  in  knowledge,  it  is  in 
power  J  having  Chrift  in  it,  who  is  truth  itfclf,  and 
that  in  the  abftraft. 

What  I  am  going  to  advance  came^  I  believe, 
from  God,  who  has  promifed  to  guide  the  meek 
in  judgment,  and  to  teach  the  meek  his  way. 

Water  in  fcripture  hath  various  meanings ;  fome-i 
times  it  fignifies  the  wrath  of  God,  which  drowns 
men  in  deftruftion  and  perdition,  of  which  the  Wa- 
ters of  Noah  were  a  type  %  and,  as  God  fwore  that 
he  would  no  more  drown  the  earth  by  a  flood,  fo  he 
hath  fworn  not  to  be  wroth  with  nor  to  rebuke 
his  people  in  a  vindiftive  way.  Sometimes  wa- 
ters fignify  children.  The  fountain  of  Jacob  Jhall  he  oh 
a  land  of  corn  and  wine.  Lei  thy  fountain  be  bleffed^  and 
rejoice  wiib  the  wife  of  thy  youth  %  meaning,  Let  thine 
offspring  be  legitimate  from  thee  and  thy  wife, 
which  is  the  fountain  that  children  (pring  frpnu 
Sometimes  it  fignifies  troubles,  which  are  called 
deep  waters;  and  fometimes  an  army  that  fweeps 
away  all  before  it,  as  the  bofts  of  the  AJJyrians  are 
called  the  waters  of  the  river  ftrong  and  mighty.  But 
fometimes  water  means  the  eternal  love  of 
God,  which  no  child  of  God  will  ever  deny. 

God  is  a  fountain  of  living  water  (faith  the  pro- 
phet). God  is  love^  (faith  John),  And  he  will  circum- 
cife  thine  heart  (faith  Mofes)  that  thou  mayeft  love 
the  Lord  thy  God,  and  that  thou  mayeft  live. 
Again,  And  there  the  glorious  Lord  will  be  unto  us  a 
f  lace  of  broad  rivers  and  ftreams.  liaiahxxxiii.  2i. 

This 
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This  liver,  (aith  Ezekiel^  is  a  river  to  fwim  in ;  ic 
bears  the  foul  above  all  the  fears  of  deadi,  appre- 
henfions  of  wrath,  and  dread  of  damnation.    This 
love  is  called  the  river  of  God's  pkqfure.    Nothing 
can  be  a  river  of  divine  pleafure  to  a  (inner  but  divine 
love  i  it  is  a  river  that  makes  glad  the  city  of  God ; 
ind  what  can  make  one  that  is  by  nature  a  child  of 
wrath  happy,  and  afford  him  pleafure  in  God,  but 
love,  which  cafteth  out  all  fear  and  torment  ?  This 
love  of  God  John  himfelf  calls  a  river  cflife^  wbicb 
jbws  from  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb  (Rev. 
xxil  i);  which  river  is  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  aid  which  love  terminates  in  eternal  life 
through  the  death  of  Jeius  to  all  that  believe  in  his 
ever  blefied  and  ever  adorable  name. 

fFben  the  Lamb  is  faid  to  lead  thoje  {who  are  t0 
hunger  no  more  nor  tbirft  any  more)  unto  fountains  of 
living  waters^  when  God  is  to  wipe  all  tears  from  our 
efes,  what  can  be  meant  but  being  filled  with  all  the 
fulnefs  of  God,  being  made  perfect  in  one  f  In  one 
God,  and  God  is  love. 

And  it  ought  to  be  remarked  that  the  text  on 
which  I  am  animadverting  mentions  the  Lord's 
connng  to  be  by  water  firfl ;  whereas,  if  water  baptifm 
be  intended,  then  it  follows  that  he  came  by  water 
laft  j  for  he  came  by  blood,  and  by  the  Spirit,  from 
the  womb  of  his  mother,  but  not  by  water  till  thirty 
years  after;  but  in  the  text  water  is  mentioned 
before  the  bloody  and  blood  before  the  Spirit* 
He  came  by  water  fitft  i  for  God  loved  his  peo- 
ple 
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pie  from  everkfting,  and  therefore  frorh  everlaftirig 
Chrift  was  fet  up  to  be  future  man,  and  in  man's 
nature  to  be  man's  covenant  head,  reprefentative, 
and  mediator.  He  was  then  made  wifdom,  righte-r 
oufneis,  fanftiBcation,  and  redemption,  to  us ;  the 
Father's  choice  of  us  was  in  him,  and  in  him  he 
gave  us  life.  In  his  loving*kindnefs  to  us  the  co-- 
venant  of  life  and  council  of  peace  was  held  and 
agreed  on  from  the  ancient  lettlements,  which  bear 
an  everlafting  date.  His  councils  of  old  are  faitb^ 
fulnefs  and  truth.  And,  in  love  to  us,  the  king^ 
mediator,  and  ruler's  goings  forth  appear  to  he  from, 
ef  oldy  yea  from  the  days  of  eternity.  Micah  v.  2* 
In  the  death  of  Chrift  God  commended  his  love 
towards  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  (inners  Chrift 
died  for  us.  In  this  was  manifefted  the  love  of 
God,  in  that  he  fent  his  Son  to  die  for  us  %  and  in 
this  agrees  the  Saviour,  God  Jo  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  his  only-begotten  Son^  that  whqfoever 
helieveth  on  him  Jhould  not  perijh^  but  have  ever  lading 
life.  This  love  is  the  firft  and  fclf  moving  caufe  in 
God  of  all  our  falvation  in  and  through  Jefus 
Chrift.  I  know  of  no  caufe  previous  or  antecedent 
to  this.  It  was  love  in  God  that  moved  him  to 
pity  us«  and  it  was  love  that  influenced  his  will  to 
choofe  us  in  Chrift,  which  is  called  the  good  will  of 
God  in  Chrift  Jefus  concerning  us;  and,  as  it 
fprung  from  love,  it  is  called  the  goodpleafure  of  his 
fvilU  ^nd  the  good  will  of  him  that  dwelt  tn  the  bujbm 
Hence  it  may  warrantably  be  concluded  that  Cbrifl 

cam 
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c4mi  hy  ivater^  by  the  river  of  God's  plesffure ;  for 
God  fo  loved  the  world  that  he  fcnt  his  only*begot- 
ten  Son.  And  that  bt  came  iy  hkody  in  his  aflump- 
tion  of  human  nature^  as  man's  Redeemer  and  Savi- 
our>  by  whofe  incarnation  and  fufFering  he  mani* 
fefted  the  greateft  love  that  could  be  (hewn  to  the 
childitn  of  men.  Greater^love  bath  no  man  than  tbis^ 
thai  a  man  lay  down  bis  life  far  bis  friends. 

And, he  came  by  the  Spirit  who  operated  on  the 
virgin  Mary  at  his  conception^  formed  the  human 
nature»  and  filled  it  with  all  his  gifts  and  graces, 
even  fix>m  the  womb ;  and  this  was  ibe  oil  of  gladnejs 
wiib  wbicb  be  was  anointed  above  all  bis  fellows  j  for 
God  gave  not  tbe  Spirit  by  meafure  unto  bim^  as  he  does 
to  all  them  that  have  fellowfhip  with  him,  for  to 
them  is  given  only  a  meafure  of  tbe  Spirit^  and  that  to 
profit  witbal. 

Hence  I  conclude  that  the  Father  bears  record 
in  heaven  to  the  divinity  and  fonfliip  of  Chrift,  and 
to  a  free  falvation  for  finncrs  by  the  faith  of  him,  as 
the  fruit  and  efFecfl  of  his  eternal  love  to  them  in  the 
gift  of  him.  And  this  record. reflefts  a  witnefs 
in  the  believer's  heart  when  the  love  of  God  is  (hed 
abroad  there  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  .  But  then  it  may 
be  afked,  what  witnefs  has  this  love  when  (hed 
abroad  there  ?  Why  it  cafts  out  all  fear  and  tor- 
ment, and  makes  the  new  birth  manifeft ;  for  wbofo- 
ever  lovetb  is  bom  of  God,  andknowetb  God.  The  voice, 
therefore,  of  the  love  of  God  in  fuch  an  heart  is  this, 
Tea^  Ibave  loved  tbee  ivitb  an  everlajiinglove,  andtbere^ 

M  fore 
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fuve  with  lovhg-kindnejs  have  I  drawn  thee.  Evcrlaft- 
ing  love  fays  this,  and  adds  God's  yea  unto  It,  which 
is  yea  and  amen  to  the  believer.  Thus  Chrift  canne 
by  water ;  and  this  water  has  a  witnefs  in  the  earth, 
a  Yea,  I  have  loved  thee ;  and  this  is  in  every  heart 
that  believes  on  the  Son  of  God, 

2dly,  Hi  came  by  bhodzt  his  incarnation  and  birth. 
His  own  blood  was  Ihed  for  us  by  his  facrificc  for 
fin  i  and,  when  he  difcovers  himfeirunto  us,  it  is  as 
Chriil  crucified  for  us ;  and  this  his  atoning  blood 
fpeaks  peace,  pardon,  and  reconciliation,  to  us  and 
in  us.  Thus  he  came  by  blood  ;  and  this  blood  has 
a  voice  and  a  wiuicfs  in  every  believing  foul  which 
^eaks  better  things  than  the  blood  of  Abel. 

3dly,  The  Spirit  alfo  hath  a  voice  in  us,  which  is 
his  teftimony,  or  witnefs,  that  he  bears  to  our  adop- 
tion; for  fo  it  is  written,  And^  becaufe  ye  are  Jons ^ 
God  hath  Jent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into  your  hearts, 
oying^  Abbay  Father. 

,  Thus  there  are  three  that  bear  record  in  hearjen,  the 
Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
thefe  three  are  Onb.  Chrift  came  by  water  and  by 
blood,  and  the  Spirit  beareth  witnefs.  And  thefe 
are  the  three  that  bear  witnefs  in  the  earth,  the  Spi- 
rit, and  the  water,  and  the  blood ;  and  thefe  three 
agree  in  one*  The  firft  perfon  that  bears  record 
in  heaven,  is  God  the  Father  j  and  Chrift  is  faid 
to  come  firft  by  water.  The  fecond  perfon  that 
bears  record  is  the  Word,  and  he  is  faid  to  come 
by  blood.  The  third  perfon  that  bears  record  in  hea- 
ven 
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ven  is  the  Spirit,  and  he  is  laid  to  bear  witneis  in 
the  ^arth,  becaufe  he  is  truth. 

Now  for  the  witnefs  of  each  perfon.  The  eternal 
lov«  of  the  Father  fays,  Tea^  I  have  kv9d  tbee. 

The  Uood  of  Jfr inkling  Jpeaks  pardon^  pioce^  and  n* 
conciliation. 

And  the  Spirit  fays,  Jbia,  Father. 
.  This  is  the  third  and  laft  witnefs*  And,  as  the 
three  that  bear  record  in  heaven  are  oke,  fo  all 
thofe  three  witneflcs  (fays  John)  agree  in  One.  And 
then  he  adds,  If  we  receive  the  witnefs  of  menj  the 
witnefs  of  God  is  greater  ^  and  this  is  the  witnefs  of 
God  which  he  hath  teftified  of  his  Son.  He  that  be- 
lieveth  hath  the  witnefs  in  himfelf.  Now,  as  thefe 
three  agree  in  one,  what  is  that  one  witnefs  in  this 
triune  harmony  ?  I  anfwcr,  it  is  our  fonfliip- 

The  Father's  evcrlafting  love  that  fays.  Tea,  I 
have  loved  ibee,  proves  ow  predejiination  to  the  adop^ 
tion  of  Jons  \  the  witnefs,  therefore,  of  this  love  is  to 
our  fonfhip. 

When  faith  receives  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  and 
the  heart  is  purified  by  it,  then  we  are  manifefted  to 
be  the  Sons  ot  God  hy  faith  in  Cbrift  Jefus  -,  the 
witnefs,  therefore,  of  blood  is  to  pur  fonfhip. 

And,  becaufe  we  are  fons  by  predeftination,  and 
manifeftly  fo  by  faith  in  Jefus,  the  Spirit  is  fent  into 
our  hearts  to  afTure  us  of  it  j  and  to  make  us  claim 
it  he  cries,  Abba,  Father.  The  Spirit's  witnefs  is 
to  our  fonfhip.  Thus  tbefe  tbree  agree  in  one  j  and  he 
that  believes  hath  this  triune  >vitnefs  in  himfelf, 

M  2  which 
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which  is  to  be  preferred  above  all  the  witnefles  and 
teilimonies  of  men.  Such  fouls  are  enlightened  to 
lee,  quickened  to  feel,  and  in(lru£ked  to  know^  by 
efficacbus  grace  and  divine  operations,  three  per- 
Ions  in  one  God.  All  others  know  nothing  of  thefe 
things  but  what  they  know  naturally,  and  in  thefe. 
things  they  corrupt  thenrifelves.  For  the  natural 
man  rcceiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
nor  can  he  know  them,  becaufe  they  are  Ipiritually 
tiifcerned. 
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XIIL 

THE   SCORNEK's    HIGHEST    SEAT  AND  DEEPEST 

FALL. 

Keep  back  thyjervmt  dfo  from  prefumptuous  Jins^  let 
them  not  have  dominion  over  mei  tbenjhall  I  be  up^ 
rights  and  I  Jhall  be  innocent  flom  the  ^eat  tranj^ 
ffreffion.     Plalm  xix.  i  j. 

Presumption  is  a  bold,  daring,  and  audacious, 
venturing  to  lay  a  claim  upon  God,  while  the  man 
is  living  in  all  manner  of  wickednefs,  without  any 
reverence  of  him,  faith  in  him,  or  fcriptural  war- 
rant from  him  ;  and  without  any  internal  evidence 
of  mtereft  in  him,  or  likenefs  to  him.  Thus  Balaam 
ventured  againft  a  pofitive  command  from  God  upon 
a  wicked  and  vile  attempt ;  hence  the  angel  of  the 
covenant  withftands  him  with  a  drawn  fword,  and 
tells  him  bis  way  isperverfe  before  bim.  Htfeeks  for 
enchantments  afccr  this  awful  vifion  of  the  Almighty, 
with  his  eyes  wide  open  ;  yea,  after  God  had  met 
him  twice  in  his  way  to  the  high  place,  and  had 
both  times  f^nc  him  back  with  a  fre(h  mellage,  yet 
he  muft  ieek  a  definitive  anfwer  froun  Satan,  namely» 
fhere  is  no  enchantment  againft  Jacobs  nor  divination 
figainft  IfraeL     And  be  claims   God  as  his  God, 

M  3  when 
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when  he  had  no  other  faith  than  that  of  devils.  / 
cannot  go  beyond  the  word  of  the  Lord  tiPf  God,  to  do 
more  or  lejs ;  when,  at  the  fame  time,  he  loved  the 
wages  ofunrighteoufnejsy  and  would  have  curled  the 
whole  family  of  heaven  for  a  little  money  5  yea,  and 
tempted  God  with  repeated  facrifices,  in  hopes  that 
he  would  alter  his  mind  and  change  his  word  to  gra* 
tify  his  covetoufnefs,  that  he  might  thereby  curfe 
the  people,  get  the  rewards  of  divination,  and  b^ 
promoted  to  great  honours.  And  juft  fo  many  co- 
vetous profcffors  in  our  days  prefume  upon  God  i 
while  the  love  of  money,  the  root  of  all  evil,  is 
deeply  fibered  in  every  faculty  of  their  fouls,  it 
fears  their  confcienrei  th^  mind  earthly  things  j  they 
will  be  rich,  though  they  fall  into  divers  temptations  i  they 
love  the  marnmon  of  unrighteoufncfs,  and  yet  they 
will  call  God  their  God,  and  their  Father,  when  he 
tells  them  in  his  word  that  his  righteous  ibul  hates 
them.  Theyfpeak  well  of  the  covetous,  whom  the  Lord 
abherreth.  And  is  not  thii  prefumption,  for  a  fmner 
whom  God  abhors  to  lay  a  claim  upon  him  ?  And 
they  lay  the  fame  claim  upon  Chrift,  and  call  him 
their  Lord  and  Saviour,  when  they  know  in  their 
own  confciences  that  the  thorns  havefprung  up  in  their 
hearts,  and  cboaked  the  word ;  and  that  the  cares  of 
this  lifCi  and  the  deceitfulnefs  of  riches,  have  rendered 
them  unfruitful  And,  although  Chrift  tells  them  in 
his  word  that  that  which  beareih  briars  and  thorns  is 
nigh  unto  curftng,  whofe  end  is  to  be  burned,  and  that  a 
camel  fb all  through  a  needles  eye  fooner  tban/ucb JhaU 
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mUrvao  the  kingdom  tfbeanjen^  yet  they  venture  oD, 
like  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  ferving  God  and  Mam* 
mon,  with  their  hearts  fixed  on  their  earthly  treafure, 
and  jrct  dream  of  treafure  in  heaven.  Thefe  covet 
the  worft,  though  they  will  feign  to  covet  the  beft 
gifts:  and  in  this  matter  they  imitate  and  run  after 
the  error  of  Balaam,  who  loved  the  Wages  of  un- 
righteoufnefs,  and  yet  wiftied  to  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous,  and  that  his  lad  end  may  be  like  theirs. 
But  the  hope  of  this  hypocrite  perilhed,  for  he  fell 
in  the  field  of  battle,  fighting  againft  God  and  his 
people  i  and  afterwards  his  foul  fell  by  a  worfe  fword, 
namely,  the  fword  of  juftice:  and  this  the  angel 
ftiewed  him  before,  for  his  fword  was  drawn  againft 
him  when  in  the  way  to  curfc  Ifracl,  and,  how 
much  more  when  fighting  againft  them !  Surely  he 
hated  bleffing^  therefore  let  it  he  far  from  him ;  and^  as 
he  loved  curftngy  Jo  let  it  come^/ays  God,  like  water  info 
Us  bowels,  and  like  oil  into  bis  hones.  Keep  hack  thy 
fervant  alfofrom  pre/umptuous  Jins. 

Prcfumption  is  venturing  without  a  divine  war- 
rant, and  perfifting  in  a  courfe  contrary  to  the  word 
of  God,  and  expe6):ing  God's  help  and  blefling  in  a 
way  that  is  repugnant  to  his  revealed  wilL  And  thus 
many  profeffors,  who  give  themfelves  up  to  idlene/s, 
and  go  from  houfe  to  houje,  bujy  hodies  in  other  men^s 
matters^  but  mind  no  bufinefs  of  their  own,  prefurnc 
upon  the  providence  of  God,  and  tell  you  that  they 
live  by  faith;  they  have  had  this  promife  applied, 
.  and  the  other  promife  fent  home,  and  they  believe 
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their^  and  To  expeft  to  be  fed  by  the  ravens^  as  Elijah 
was  i  when  the  whole  of  this  work  is  the  work  of 
Satan.  He  firft  tempts  them  to  idlcncls,  which  God 
h&tes ;  he  then  fluffs  their  heads  with  various  prom 
mifes>  which  the  fool  believes  to  come  from  God ; 
then  they  are  looking.out  for  the  fulfilment  of  them ; 
they  boaft  of  their  faith,  and  tell  of  the  power  that 
attended  the  promifes,  and  fo  draw  many  eyes  upon 
them;  and,  when  the  iffue  comes,  their  promifes 
come  to  nothing,  their  faith  fails,  the  devil  laughs 
at  their  folly,  and  they  rebel  againft  God.  Thus  the 
fooUftmefs  of  a ,  manpervertetb  bis  way  till  bis  bearf/rei- 
Mb  againji  tbjs  Lord.  God  tells  us  to  be  diligent  in 
bufinefsy  and  fervent  in/pirit ;  to  work  willingly  witb  our 
cwn  bands,  and  witb  quietnefs  to  eat  our  own  bread  i  andj 
if  t bey  will  not  work,  neither  Jh all  tbey  eat.  Idlenefs^ 
andfulnefs  of  bread,  werefome  oftbe  reigning  fins  ofSo^ 
dom.  Adanfi  and  Eve  mud  both  work  i  but  thefe 
hypocrites  rpunip  a  living  out  of  other  people^s  la- 
bour. He  that  provides  not  for  bis  own  boufe  bath  de^ 
med  tbefaitby  and  is  worfe  tban  an  infidel.  And  can 
thofe  who  deny  the  faith,  and  are  hypocrites  in  Zion^ 
who  are  worfe  than  common  infidels,  expeA  God  to 
feed  them,  and  indulge  them  in  idlenefs,  when  their 
boafted  faith  is  nothing  but  prefumption,  and  the 
promifes,  which  they  fay  God  hath  applied  to  them, 
are  only  the  dclufions  and  perverfions  of  Satan  ?  And 
this  is  plain,  for  their  predidions  fall  to  the  ground, 
and  their  falfe  confidence  too,  being  dilappointed  of 
their  hopes,  and  having  their  expeftations  all  cut  off"; 
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for  what  tbef  b^avejjpoken  in  the  name  cftbe  Lordfci^ 
Imosnot^  nor  comes  topafsi  and  that  is  the  thing  which 
the  Lord  bath  notjpokeny  but  they  bave/foken  it  pre-* 
fim^ttoujfy.  Deuc.xviii.  22.  Keep  back  tbyjervam 
0^0  from  preftmptuousjinsy  and  let  them  not  have  dond-- 
won  over  me^ 

What  prcfumption  muft  they  be  guilty  of  who 
diruft  themielvcs  into  the  miniilry  without  any  call 
or  commiflion  from  God^  and  without  any  qualifi- 
cadons  for  it  ?  Idlenefs^  a  genteel  appearance,  their 
own  honour,  or  a  wife  with  money,  is  all  they  have 
in  view.  They  arc  fitted  for  the  wbrk  at  an  aca* 
demy  by  men,  at  the  expencc  of  thofe  who  fubfcribc 
to  carry  on  the  work,  and  who,  according  to  pro- 
phecy, heap  to  themfehes  teachers^  having  itching  ears* 
And  fome  of  this  (lamp  have  had  the  audacioufnels 
to  call  the  power  of  the  gofpel  enthufiaftical  cant : 
this  is  the  beft  name  they  can  give  to  the  kingdom  of 
Gody  which  Jiands  not  in  word  but  in  power.  There 
is  fcarce  a  damnable  herefy  advanced,  revived,  or 
publiflied  in  our  day,  nor  few  arch  heretics  in  fliecp't 
doathing  to  be  found,  but  what  are  fentout  ofthefe 
forges — I  mean  the  academies.  What  can  be  more 
prefumptuous  than  taking  the  higheft  feat,  when 
they  never  took  the  loweft  room  j  affuming  the  firft 
ofEce  in  the  church  of  God,  when  deftltxite  both  of 
grace  and  truth ;  an  ambaffador,  without  call  or 
commiffion ;  a  builder,  who  knows  not,  or  fets  at 
nought,  the  head  ftone  of  the  corner ;  a  fliepherd, 
but  knows  nothing  cither  of  the  green  paftures  or 
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Lord's  houfchold,  while  a  fervant  of  fin;  a  nurie, 
without  the  fuicere  millc  of  the  word;  an  cnfample 
to  the  flockj  when  a  haughty  icorner ;  an  enemy  Co 
God,  preaching  peace  and  reconciliation ;  a  dead 
finner  holding  forth  the  word  of  life  ;  a  condemned 
criminal,  preaching  righteoufnefs ;  and  a  bond  (lave, 
promifing  liberty  ?  And  thefe  will  by  and  by  urge 
their  plea.  Have  we  not  propbejiedin  thy  name,  and  in 
tby  name  done  many  wonderful  works  ?  and  then  wUl  I 
frofe/s  I  never  knew  you ;  depart  from  me^ye  workers  <f 
iniquity.     This  was  the  prefumption  of  Korah,  Dju 
than,  and  Abiram ;  they  contended  and  refilled  the 
Mediator  and  the  High  Fried:  both.     Tou  take  tea 
much  uponyouy  the  people  are  all  holy  ^  &c.  They  were 
princes,  and  they  would  be  priefts  j  they  took  their 
ienfers,  and  fetched  fire  from  their  own  tents  j  for 
they  knew  no  difference  between  the  holy  flame 
from  heaven  and  the  fparks  of  their  own  ftcel.  And 
the  fame  work  is  going  on  now.     Their  fervour  is 
inward  heat  from  pafTion ;  their  fiery  zeal  is  neither 
tempered  with  humility  nor  knowledge;  the  light" 
they  give  is  that  of  a  wandering  ftar ;  and,  as  their 
own  hearts  were  never  fixed  by  the  Lord,  fo  they  fix 
none  by  their  ministry.     I  know  that  Chrift  makes 
his  minifters  a  flame  of  fire  ;  but  the  Lord  tells  qs 
that  thefe  kindle  their  own  fire,  andcompafs  themfelves 
pbout  withjparks.     Walk  in  the  light  of  your  ^re,  and 
in  the  fparks  that  you  have  kindled  i  tbisjhallye  have  at 
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my  band,  ye  Jball  lie  down  in  forrow.     Keep  back  thy 
firoaxtfrom  prefumptuous  Jins. 

To  avoid  prefumption,  a  fcriptural  warrant  muft 
be  obtained  as  the  ground  of  our  proceedings ;  to  ga 
againft  this  is  prefunning.  And  the  Lordjaid  unto  me^ 
Saj  unto  tbem.  Go  not  up,  neither  Jight^  for  I  am  not 
mougyou,  left  ye  he /mitten  before  your  enemies.  So  I 
Jpake  unto  you,  and  you  would  not  bear,  but  rebelled . 
ogmft  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  and  went  pre^ 
Jmptuoujfy  up  into  the  bill ;  and  the  Ambrites  came  out  • 
oimfi  you,  and  cbafedyou  as  bees  do,  and  deftroyedyotr 
in  Seir  even  unto  Hormab.  Deut  i.  42, 43.  Keep  back  • 
tb^fervant  from  prefumptuous  fins. 

To  Ihun  this  perilous  path,  is  to  fubnnittd  divine^ 
revelation,  to  be  open  to  conviftion,  and  not  to 
rcbd  againft  the  light  that  gives  it.     To  be  proud' 
and  obftinace,   contentious,  ftubbom,  anJ'  to  aft- 
counter  to  thefe  things,  is  perilous  prefumption.  If 
there  arife  a  matter  too  hard  for  thee  in  judgment,  thou 
'  Jhdt  come  unto  the  priefls  and  Levites,  and  unto  the 
judge  tbatfhall  be  in  thofe  days,  and  inquire ;  and  they 
Jball  Jbew  tbee  tbefentence  of  judgment,  and  thou  fh  alt 
do  according  to  tbefentence ;  thou  fhalt  not  decline  from 
the  fentence  which  they  fhdl  Jhew  thee,  to  the  right 
b^nd  mr  to  the  left  -,  and  the  man  that  will  th  prefump^ 
tuoujly,  and  will  not  hearken  unto  the  prieft  (that  ftand-^'^ 
etb  there  to  minifter  before  the  Lord  thy  God)  or  unto 
the  judge,  even  that  man  fhalldie.     Deut.  xvii.  12,' 
Such  a  man  goes  againft  light,  truth,  and  caution  5 
and  is  fubvcrted  and  ftiffcncd  in  pride  by  Satan, . 
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and  is  condemned  of  his  own  confcience  i  for  '/bi$ 
is  condenmatm^  that  light  is  come  into  the  worlds  and 
nun  love  darknejs  rather  than  light  \  for  be  that  doetb 
evil  batetb  the  light ;  and  he  chat  hateth  the  light 
hateth  God,  for  God  is  light  >  and  this  is  condem- 
nation with  a  witncfs «  for  he  not  only  hates  God, 
but  reproaches  him.     The  foul  that  doetb  ought  fre^ 
Jumptuoujly^  whether  born  in  the  land,  or  ajiranger,  the 
fame  reproacbetb  the  Lord ;  and  tbat/oul  Jball  be  cut  off 
from  his  people.     Becauje  be  bath  defpifed  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  and  bath  broken  bis  commandment,  that  foul 
fhaU  be  cut  off-,  bis  iniquity  Jball  be  upon  bim.    Num- 
bers XV.  30,  31.      Keep  back  thy  fervant  from 
prefumptuous  fins, 

God  favours  his  children  with  four  antidotes 
tgainft  th^  fin  of  prefumption  i  and  while  he  ad- 
heres to  thefe  be  keepetb  bimfelffo  that  the  wicked  one 
touchetb  bim  not.     i  John  v.  1 8. 

The  firfl  is.  He  puts  bis  fear  into  their  hearts,  thai 
they  may  not  depart  from  bim. 

a.  The  Spirit  guides  them  into  all  truth,  that  they 
may  cleanfe  their  way,  by  taking  heed  thereto  ac- 
cording to  God  s  word,  and  notprefume  without  ^ 
Thus  faith  the  Lord, 

3.  He  blefles  them  with  faith  to  walk  by,  and  they 
know  that  whatfoever  is  not  of  faith  is  Jim    And 

4.  They  have  the  witnefs  of  the  Spirit  and  their 
own  confcience ;  and  without  thefe  things  it  is  im- 
poflTible  to  pleafe  God.  Keep  back  thy  fervant  from 
prefumptuous  fins^  let  tbem  not  have  dominion  over  me, 
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tbtnjbdll  I  he  upright y  and  IJhall  be  hmecentfrom  the 
p'eai  ttanjffreffim. 

ThU  great  tranlgreffion,  whatever  it  may  be,  muft 
be  the  violation  of  fome  law  \  for  all  fin  is  the  tfanf- 
grcflion  of  fome  law  that  forbids  it  \  for  where  there 
u  no  law  there  is  no  tranfgreffion^  nor  is  Jin  imputed 
where  there  is  no  law.  Furthermore*  The  magni^ 
tude  of  this  tranfgredion  muft  rife  from  the  magni^ 
tude  of  fome  law.  It  is  called  the  great  tranjgrejjion^ 
becaufe  it  is  finning  againft  a  great  law.  And  what 
can  this  law  be  ?  ^he  heathens  are  a  law  unto  them^ 
jtkes  \  their,  thoughts  and  confcience  in  the  mean  while 
myijeor  excufe  one  another.  This  fhcws  the  work  of 
the  law  written  on  their  hearts.  But  the  worft 
tranfgreflbrs  of  this  law  have  been  pardoned.  Wi- 
zards, necromancers,  idolaters,  and  ibdomites ;  the 
firft  forts  of  thefe  have  confejfed  their  deeds ^  and  burnt 
tbtir  books  be/ore  all  men  ;  and  the  others  have  been 
wajhed  andfanSified^  yea  juftifiedy  in  the  name  of  the 
lord  Jejusy  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God. 

Again^  this  great  tr^nfgreflion  cannot  be  a  tranf- 
grtffion  of  the  moral  law,  for  the  worft  fins  that 
have  been  committed  againft  that  have  been  for^ 
given  for  Chrift's  fake ;  fuch  as  idolatry,,  murder^ 
adultery,  inceft,  enmity  to  God,  and  covetoulhcfs; 
and  thefe  arc  the  worft.  Idolaters  were  all  the  firft 
gentiles  that  were  converted.  Moies  fhed  blood, 
and  Paul  ihed  the  blood  of  the  juft;  and  both  were 
pardoned.  Co vetoufnefs  was  pardoned  in  Zacchei}s ; 
iidultery  was  pardoned  in  David;  inceft  in  the 
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Corinthian ;  and  enmity  againfi  God  hath  been  par- 
doned in  us  all.  Hence  I  conceive  that  this  great 
tranjgrefion  is  not  a  breach  of  the  law  of  nature, 
nor  of  the  moral  law,  it  therefore  muft  be  the  tranf- 
grcflion  of  fome  greater  law. 

The  covenant  of  grace  is  called  the  better  covenant^ 
ejiablijhed  upon  better  fromijes ;  yea^  it  is  called  a  more 
tx  cedent  rnniftry^  znd  a  minifiry  that  exceeds  all  others 
ir  glory  j  and,  if  it  exceeds  in  glory,  it  doth  in  great- 
refs  alfo.  The  one  is  called  the  new  covenant^  the 
other  the  eld  covenant ;  the  one  the  New  Teftament^ 
the  other  the  Old ;  the  one  the  minifiry  of  the  Spirit^ 
the  other  of  the  letter  j  the  former  gives  life^  the 
latter  death,  For^  if  the  minifiry  of  condemnation  he 
glory  ^  much  more  doth  the  miniflration  of  right eoufnejs 
exceed  in  glory ;  for  even  that  which  was  made  glo- 
rious had  no  glory  in  this  refpeEt  by  reqfon  of  the  glory 
that  excelletb.  2  Corinthians  iii.  8,  9, 10.  The  law 
is  a  revelation  of  the  wrath  of  God  againjl  all  the  un- 
rightecujyiefs  of  men^  and  the  gofpel  is  a  revelation  of 
Gods  eternal  love  in  Cbrift  Jefus  to  poor  mifcrable 
finners.  7bere  is  a  fin  not  unto  deaths  and  we  may 
pray  for  thofe  who  commit  that  fin ;  and  God  gives 
life  to  them  that  fin  not  unto  death.  If  any  man 
fee  his  brother  fin  a  fin  which  is  not  unto  deaths  he 
fball  afky  and  he  fhall  give  him  life  for  them  that  fin 
not  unto  death:  there  is  a  fin  unto  death;  I  do  not 
fay  that  he  fhall  pray  for  it.  i  John  v.  16.  There 
arc  fins  committed  which  are  not  unto  death  ;  and 
they  are  all  fins  but  one ;  and  the  covenant  of  life 
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and  peace,  or  the  gofpel,  which  is  the  word  of  life 
and  the  promife  of  life,  and  which  brings  life  and 
immortality  to  light,  holds  forth  life  as  the  gift  of 
God  to  them  that  fin  not  unto  death.  God  Ihall  give 
him  life  for  them  that  fin  not  unto  death ;  but  there 
is  a  fin  unto  death ;  I  do  not  fay  that  he  fhall  pray 
for  it.  Now,  if  we  confider  this  fin  as  it  is  vari- 
oufly  expreffed  in  holy  writ,  and  confider  its  confe- 
quences,  which  are  mentioned  with  it,  they  will 
help  to  lead  us  to  the  fenfe  and  meaning  of  this 
great  iran/greffion. 

As  I  ft.  It  is  called  prejumptiony  becaufe  the 
tranfgreflTor  is  internally  proud,  rebellious,  and  ob- 
ftinate;  he  fins  after  having  the  fentence  of  God 
from  the  prieft  and  the  judge  j  and  afts  contrary  to 
the  light,  knowledge,  and  conviftion,  that  he  has  re- 
ceived; who  is  faid  to  rebel,  and  defpife  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  to  reproach  his  Maker,  break  his  com- 
mandment, and  fin  with  a  high  hand,  which  is  the 
meaning  of  the  word  prefumption.  Now  he,  that 
defpifed  the  priefl:  and  the  judge,  defpifed  the  High 
Prieft  of  our  profejjion^  and  the  Judge  of  quick  and 
deadj  whom  they  perfonatcd ;  and  by  delpifing  the 
Word  they  defpifed  the  incarnate  Word,  and 
the  fentence  which  came  from  his  mouth  -,  and  by 
defpifing  the  word  of  Chrift  by  his  reprefentatives 
they  reproached  their  Maker^  their  Saviour^  their 
Prieft,  and  their  Judge.  And  furc  I  am  that  God 
the  Father  had  given  them  very  ftri(5l  cautions 
againft  this  perilous  ftn  of  prefumption.    Behold!  I 
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Jtnd  an  angel  bifore  ibee^  to  keep  ibet  in  tbe  way^  and 
to  bring  thee  into  tbe  place  wbicb  Ibave  prepared  i 
beware  of  bim,  and  obey  bis  voice,  provoke  bim  not, 
for  be  will  not  pardon  your  tranjgrefftonsyfor  my  name 
is  in  bim.  Exod.  xxiii,  ao,  a  i.  This  was  the  cau- 
tion,  and  the  unpardonable  Jin  is  in  it ;  but  they  pre« 
fumed^  and  rebelled  againft  him  at  the  entrance  of 
Canaan>  and  would  not  obey  hioi.  Aftsvii.  39^ 
Yea»  they  defpifed  him^  and  made  a  captain  over 
them>  to  return  again  to  Egypt ;  thus  they  refufed 
the  Captain  of  our  falvation,  and  then  provoked 
him  by  going  up  the  hiU^  after  be  had  fworn  in  his 
wrath  that  they  Ihould  not  enter  into  his  reft.  Thus, 
fays  Paul,  tbey  tempted  Cbrijly  they  provoked  and 
grieved  him  forty  years,  and',  by  choofing  a  new 
captain,  defpifed  him;  and  then  went  up  to  fight 
contrary  to  his  word,  oath,  and  commandment ;  and 
thus  they  provoked  and  defpifed  tbe  Rock  tbat  fol- 
lowed tbem,  and  tbat  Rock  was  Cbrift ;  fo  they  en- 
tered not  into  the  promifed  land  becaufe  of  un-- 
belief  J  for  he,  having  delivered  them  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  afterwards  dcftroyed  them  which  be- 
lieved not:  and  in  this  fenfe  it  may  be  truly  faid  that 
tbey  to  wbom  tbe  go/pel  was  firji  preacbed  entered  in 
not  becaufe  of  unbelief. 

This  fin  is  called  tbefm  unto  deatb,  becaufe  every 
other  fort  of  finners  have  had  repentance  unto  life 
granted  tbem  j  but  thefe  tranfgreffors^w^  no  place  of 
repentance,  yea,  //  is  impofjible  to  renew  tbem  again 
unto  repentance,  and  therefore  it  is  called  the  fin  unto 
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death  J  becaufe  fuch  an  one  fins  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  covenant  and  promife  of  life-,  yea,  againft  the  living 
God  in  Cbrifti  and  the  promife  of  life  from  him  j  againft 
the  Lord  Jssus  Christ,  and  eternal  life  by  him  \ 
againft  the  Spirit  of  Gody  and  all  his  quickening  ope- 
rations ;  and  againft  the  e-verlajling  gojpel^  and  all  life 
end  immortality  brought  to  life  through  that ;  and  to 
fuch  the  gofpel  is  the  favour  of  death  unto  death  in  the 
ivorft  fcnfe ;  for  the  finner,  being  dead  in  fin  and 
dead  in  law  when  the  gofpel  finds  him,  and  being 
guilty  of  the  great  tranfgreflion  againft  it  after  it  was 
profcflTed  by  him,  it  muft  then  leave  him  twice  dead, 
plucked  i^  by  the  roots  i  that  is,  dead  at  Horeb  and 
dead  at  Zion,  and  without  hope  either  in  the  law  or 
in  the  gofpcL 

It  is  called  doing  defpite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace  ^  which 
fprings  from  malice  in  the  abftraA,  with  infernal  ; 
hatred  and  anger ;  yea,  it  is  a  defying  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  refifting  his  will,  and  refenting  his  conduft, 
with  a  fixed  determination  to  counteradt  the  defigns 
of  him,  and  fruftrate  his  purpofes,  in  order  to  grieve 
himi  and  to  prejudice  every  favourer  of  his  powerful 
Operations ;  and,  as  much  as  poflible,  to  refift  and 
fight  againft  him,  from  a  fuppofition  that  they  are 
not  honoured  by  him  according  to  their  merit,  or 
fuppofcd  dcferts.  This  doing  despite  to  the 
Holy  Ghost,  thb  giver  op  the  law  op  life, 
is  the  great  tranfgrej^on.  Yea,  and  fuch  hate  Chrift 
with  defperate  hatred.  They  bavefeen  and  hated  both  me 
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»d  n0  Pother  i  anJj  being  not  witb  me,  tbey  are  againft 
ine  i  and,  gathering  not  witb  me,  tbeyjcatter. 

This  great  tranfgrefliion  k  called  a  crucifying  tbd. 
Son  of  God  afrejb,  and  putfing  Mm  to  an  open  Jbami. 
It  was  Judas^  one  of  his  profelTors  and  followers, 
yea^  his  purfc-bearer  and  apoftle,  that  betrayed  hioi ;, 
and.  it  was  his  own  profefling  people^  his  brethrca 
according  to  the  flefh^  that  condemned  him ;  and  the 
priefls,  fcribes,  and  pharifees^  that  deliyered  him 
over  to  the  fecular  power :  thefe  were  the  greateft 
profe0brs  of  God  and  religion  \  and  all.  of  them 
profcfled^  expefted,  yea,  and  longed  for,  the  pro- 
mifed  Messiah.  But  wo  unto  you  that  defiro  the  day 
of  the  Lord!  to  what  end  is  it  ?  The  day  of  the.  Lord  is 
darknejs  and  not  light,  as  if  a  man  did  flee  from  a  lUm^ 
and  a  hear  met  him*  Amos  v.  i8,  19^  And  ib  it 
came  to  pafs.  The  day  of  the  Lord  w^  darkncfs 
to  thofe  that  faid.  We  fee.  And  as  it  was  then  fo  it 
is  now*  All  that  have  committed  this  fin  haye  been 
profcflbrs  s  and^  in  my  judgment,  this  great  traoi^ 
greflbr  muil  be  a  profeflbr  of  religion^  as  thefcribes 
and  pharifees  were,  and  zealous  ones,  too  i  and^  like 
Judas,  they  muft  be  followers  of  Chrift,  and  be  in 
external  communion  with  his  church  and  people ; 
and  then  go  out  from  among  them,  that  it  may  be 
made  manifcft  that  they  are  not  of  them>  as  Judas 
did  i  and  then,  like  the  fvm^  which  have  bad  tba 
pearls  laid  before  tkem^  tbey  muft  turn  again  and  rend 
them  i  that  is,  turn  again  to  their  ungodly  compa* 
mons,  and  rend  the  church  of  Chrid,  his  ieamlefs 
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coat,  his  body  myftical^  and  rend  and  fcatter  the 
members,  ^ho  are  commanded  to  keep  the  unity  of 
the  Spirit  in  the  bond  ofpeaet.  They  rend  the  Sa- 
vioiir's  uniform  dodtrine  by  errors,  his  myftical  bo- 
dy by  divilions,  and  the  unity  of  the  faints  by  fow- 
ing  prejudice,  flander,  and  difcord;  and  fuch  fouls 
deal  with  his  body  myftical  as  the  Jews  did  with 
fais  bocfy  peribnfal. 

The  gracelefs  preacher,  with  his  blind  zeal  and 
deceitful  heart,  who  nerer  aimed  at  any  thing  but 
the  bag>  betrays  Chrift,  by  going  into  fonne  damna- 
ble herefy,  for  the  fake  of  ibme  worldly  applaufe  and 
more^  naoney,  as  Judas  did  to  get  a  good  name 
from  the  fcribes,  and  a  little  more  for  tte  pocket. 

Thofe  who  begin  with  gofpel  notions,  though 
never  ddivered  from  the  law,  under  all  their  preten- 
fi<M)s  to  the  faith  of  the  gofpel ;  whofe  fiery  zeal 
abates^  Whofe  knowledge  vaniflies,  and  whofe  abi- 
lities and  gifts  wither ;  who  go  back  to  the  flefh,  to 
Armikiianilm,  and  fb  to  the  legal  bondage  of  the 
lav,  trufting  in  human  merit ;  being  confcious  that 
God  has  done  nothing  for  them,  they  then  begin  to 
do  foixlething  for  God ;  and  from  hence  Iprings 
pride  and  implacable  hatred  to  the  experimental  and 
evangelical  preachers  of  the  gofpel ;  and  this  brings- 
coldnels  and  deadneis  upon  them,  and  at  lafl:  it  ter- 
ttiinates  in  envy  and  malice  againft  thoie  who  con- 
tend fcx:  the  fimplidty,  power,  and  truth,  of  the  cver- 
lafting  gofpeli  aifid  this  envy  and  malice  conceived 
is  no  lefs  than  murder;  for  he  that  was  a  mur-* 
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dcrcr  from  the  beginning  hath  fo  filled  their  hearts, 
that  they  arc  in  pain  and  labour  till  they  have 
brought '  it  forth :  this  •  is  lujiing  to  envy  j  and  luftj 
when  it  is  conceived^  bringetb  forth  fin  \  and  fin ^  when 
it  isfinijhed^  bringetb  forth  death. 

The  Lord  himfelf  dcfcribes  the  progrefs  of  this 
fort  of  fin,  and  the  danger  it  expofcs  the  finner  to  : 
But  I  fay  unto  yoUy  that  who/oever  is  angry  with  bis 
brother  without  a  caufefhall  be  in  danger  ofthejudg-- 
ment;  aud  whofoever  fhall  fay  unto  his  brother y  Rata, 
Jball  be  in  dang/K*  of  the  council  \  but  whofoever  fhall 
Jay^  I'hou  fooly  Jhall  be  in  danger  of  bell  fire. 

This  fin  is  called  blqfpbemy  againft  the  Holy  Ghofl^ 
zndfpeaking  againft  hint.  Hence  we  may  fee  that 
this  great  tranfgreffion  is  finning  with  an  high  hand 
againft  the  law  of  the  Holy  Ghofl: ;  for  the  gofpel  is 
called  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life.  Rom,  viii.  a.  This 
fin  is  wholly  againfi  the  power  of  godlinefs,  and  it 
fprings  from  dcfperate  heart-hatred  to  it,  attended 
with  fpeaking  againft  and  blafpheming  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  his  v^orks  and  operations  in  the  foiris  of 
men,  and  that  knowingly  and  wilfiilly  againft  all 
cohvidtions,  as  the  pharifces  did  when  they  faw  the 
mighty  power  of  Chrift  put  forth  in  his  miracles ; 
who  faid,  This  fellow  doth  not  caft  out  devils  but  by 
Beelzebub  the  prince  of  the  devils ;  to  whom  the  Lord 
anfwered,  IVherefore  I  fay  untoyou^  that  all  manner  of 
Jin  and  of  blqfpbemy  fhall  be  forgiven  unto  men,  but  the 
blafpbemy  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft  fbedlnot  be  forgiven 
unto  men :  Aid  whofoever  Jpeaketh  a  word  againft  the 
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Son  of  man  it  Jhall  be  forgiven  him,  but  whofoever 
Jpeaketb  agmnji  the  Holy  Gboji  it  fhall  not  be  forgiven 
binif  neither  in  this  world,  neither  in  the  world  to  come. 
Matt,  xii.  31,32. 

But  then  it  may  be  objefted  that  the  pharifees  did 
all  this  ignorantly  and  in  unbelief,  and  therefore, 
could  not  fin  knowingly  and  wilfully.  To  which  it 
may  be  replied.  The  miracles  that  Chrift  wrought, 
the  power  that  attended  his  miniftry,  the  wifdom  he 
difplayed  in  (ilencing  and  confounding  all  gainfayers, 
together  with  the  holinefs  of  his  life,  and  the  good 
deeds  that  he  continually  did,  convinced  them  of 
die  truth  of  his  divine  power;  for  the  hufbandmen 
f(Ud  among  them/elves.  This  is  the  heir,  come,  let  us  kill 
bim,  and  the  inheritance  fhall  be  ours.  Yea,  fays  Nico- 
dcmus,  fVe  believe  that  thou  art  a  teacher  come  from 
Godf  for  no  man  can  do  the  miracles  that  thouuloefi 
^cept  God  be  with  him.  John  goes  further.  Among 
tbg  chief  rulers  a^Jo  many  believed  on  him  ;  but^  becaufe 
if  the  pharifees,  they  did  not  confefs  him,  left  they 
fieuld  be  put  out  of  thefynagogue ;  for  they  loved  the 
fraife  of  men  more  than  the  prai/e  of  God.  John 
xii.  42. . 

Thus  by  Mofes  this  fin  is  called  prefumption.  Pro- 
voke not  my  angel,  fays  God,  for  my  name  is  in 
him,  and  he  will  not  forgive  your  iniquity  j  but 
they  did  provoke  him  and  grieve  him  forty  years. 
He  ordered  them  into  Canaan,  but  they  refufed  to 
go,  and  defpifed  the  land,  and  brought  up  an  evil 
report  of  it  I  yea,  they  threatened  to  ftone  Mofes, 
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Aaron,  Jofhuaj  and  Calebs  and  to  make  a  captain 
of  their  own  to  return  to  Egypt,  until  he  fwore  in  his 
vrath  that  they  fhould  not  enter  into  his  reft;  and 
then  they  would  go  and  fight,  contrary  to  his  worc}^ 
con)mand^  and  oath.  And  all  this  was  finning  wil<* 
fiilly  and  knowingly ;  for  they  had  feen  his  judg- 
ments in  Egypt,  and  his  wonders  in  the  wildemels^ 
and  his  glorious  majefty  on  the  mount,  and  had  heard 
his  voice  there ;  and  they  had  feen  his  fiery  and 
cloudy  pillar  day  and  night,  in  which  he  went  with 
them  for  forty  years  together :  the  finning  againf^ 
all  which  is  daring  and  perilous  prefumption. 

David  calls  it  the  great  trmfgreffion^  becaufe  it  is 
finning  with  a  high  hand  againft  the  covenant  of 
grace,  or  law  of  faith,  which  is  always  aj^lied  and 
made  known  and  written  on  the  heart  by  the  lAcAf 
Spirit  of  God ;  for  God  minifters  not  the  Spirit  by 
the  works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  hearing  of  feith. 
Now,  as  the  pfalmift  calls  the  covenant  of  grace  a 
law,  fo  he  calls  this  fin  a  tranfgrellion  of  it  j  He  bath 
rememhired  his  covenant  for  ever^  the  Wor  d  wbicb  be 
cwmanded  to  a  tboufand  generations^  ivbicb  be  made 
with  Abraham^  and  his  oath  unto  Ifaac  \  and  confirmed 
the  fame  unto  Jacob  for  a  'Law^  and  to  Jj/raelforanever" 
iafiing  covenant.  Pfaimcy.  8,  9,  io.  In  this  pafiage 
the  covenant  of  grace^  the  word  of  life,  and  the  law 
of  faith,  are  diftindUy  mentioned  j  in  which  cove- 
nant God  promifes  to  be  our  God  and  our  Father, 
and  to  give  us  the  heavenly  country ;  all  which  is 
revealed  and  made  known  to  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit  1 
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for  he  comes  by  virtue  of  this  covenant  of  pronaife, 
and  is  therefore  called  the  Spirit  ofpromife.  It  is  the 
covenant  of  grace  j  and  the  Holy  Spirit  that  comei 
by  this  covenant  is  called  the  Spirit  of  grace.  \i 
is  a  covenant  in  which  God  promifes  to  be  a  father 
to  us ;  and  the  Spirit  is  called  the  Spirit  of  adoption^ 
that  witnefieth  our  fonihip ;  and  to  commit  this  fin 
againfl  this  great  law  1$  committing  the  great  tra^f- 
greffion ;  all  which,  in  the  New  Teftament,  is  called 
tbejin  unto  deaths  bccaufe  the  Spirit  will  never  re- 
generate, quicken,  renew,  or  fanflify,  fuch  ^  finner  5 
and  without  this  there  is  no  feeing  the  kingdom  of 
God,  much  lefs  entering  into  it.  Paul  calls  it  doing 
t^te  to  the  Spirit  of  grace  i  and  Chrift  calls  it  hlqf^ 
fben^g  bimy  andjpeaking  againft  him. 

Now  every  fin  that  is  committed  againft  the  Holy 
Ghoft  is  not  this  fin ;  f6r,  as  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  a 
perfon  in  the  Godhead,  and  is  truly  and  properly 
God^  aU  fin  that  is  committed  is  committed  agdnfl: 
him  as  well  as  againfl  the  Father  and  the  Son.  And, 
if  every  fin  be  this  great  tranlgreffion,  then  all  would 
commit  it,  for  tbp'^  is  not  ajuji  man  upon  earth  that 
doetbgood  andjinnetbnot.  There  are  various  fins  alfb 
which  are  cxprcfsly  called  fins  againft  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  Sonne  are  faid  to  have  rebelled,  and  vexed  his 
Holy  Spirit,  Ifaiah  Ixiii.  1  o*  Some  are  faid  to  refift 
him  J  Te  do  always  rejifl  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  ai  your  fa^ 
tbers  didyfo  do  ye,  A6ls  vii.  51.  Others  are  faid  to 
quench  the  Spirit;  which  is  done  by  hardening  the 
heart  againft  all  the  reproofs,  rebukes,  counfe},  cau« 
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tions,  or  warnings,  that  are  given  under  his  influ- 
ence;  fo  that  he  never  takes  poflcflion  of  fuch  fin- 
ners,  nor  operates  upon  them,  but  leaves  theni  with- 
out cxcqfe    ^ench  not  the  Spirit,  defpife  not  propbejy^ 
ings.     The  Antediluvians  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
miniftry  of  Noah,  who  preached  under  the  Spirit's 
influence  j  and  they  pcrfifted  in  fin  till  they  wearied 
that  bleflfed  Spirit,  and  therefore  God  fays.  My  Spirit 
Jhall  not  always Jtrive  with  mit>t.  Now,  although  thef? 
are  exprefsly  called  fins  againfl:  the  Spirit,  and  arc 
crying  fins,  and  fome  of  them  damning  fins,  yet  I 
much  quefl:ion  whether  diey  all  come  up  to  what  is 
called  doing  dejpite  to,  or  blajpbeming  of,  the  Holy  Gboft. 
This  fin  is  chiefly  a  foul  fin  j  the  foul  is  principally 
concerned  in  it  -,  it  cannot  be  committed  by  any 
member  of  the  body  except  the  tongue,  and  even 
tliat  can  only  bear  a  part  in  it :  the  foul  conceives 
its  bitter  hatred,  which  is  defpite,  and  out  of  the 
abundance  of  malice  in  the  heart  the  mouth  Ipeak- 
cth.  lU  that  blqfpbemeih,  and  he  tbat/peaketh  againji 
the  Holy  Ghojl,  Jhall  not  be  forgiven,  faith  the  Lord, 

Paul  killed,  perfecuted,  and  blafphemed ;  but  be 
obtained  mercy,  kecaufe  he  did  it  ig7Joraritly  and  in  un- 
belief* 

Peter  denied  his  Lord,  and  fwore  to  it ;  but  this 
fprung  not  from  hatred  in  the  heart,  nor  was  it  done 
wilfully,  for  he  had  vowed  and  determined  to  abide 
by  Chrift  in  prifon  or  death;  he  fell  haftily,  (not 
deliberately),  and  that  through  fear  and  weaknefs  j 
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and,  when  he  came  to  himfelf,  it  occafioned  ch<r 
.  grcateft  grief  that  he  Iiad  ever  known. 

David  finned  grievouOy  by  his  adultery,  in  which 
htfmned  againji  bis  own  body,  i  Cor.  vi.  1 8.  And 
he  cut  off  Uriah  with  the  fword  of  the  children  of 
Ammon,  which  was  the  power  of  his  hand.  The 
firft  fin  was  through  a  violent  temptation,  and  the 
other  was  to  cloak  or  hide  his  Ihaijiej  the  firfl:  har- 
dened the  confcience,  and  the  fecond  crime  was 
done  deliberately.  But  yet  David  had  no  fpitc 
againft  the  perfon  of  the  Holy  Ghoift,  or  the  power 
of  godlincfs  in  the  fouls  of  men;  nor  did  he  fpeak 
againft  him,  nor  were  his  crimes  of  a  defperate  or 
fpiritual  nature,  fo  as  to  do  defpite  to  the  Spirit  of 
grace.  Did  he  fpeak  againft  him  ?  No.  The 
thought  of  his  being  grieved,  and  the  fear  of  his 
departure  from  him,  cut  him  to  the  quick.  "Take 
not  (by  Holy  Spirit  from  me.  Nor  did  he  refift  the 
Holy  Ghoft  when  he  reproved  him  by  Nathan,  but 
immediately  confefled  and  fell  before  him.  Let  the 
righteous  Jmite  me,  it  Jhall  be  a  kindnejs  j  let  him 
reprove  me^  it  Jhall  be  an  excellent  oil. 

The  incejluous  perfon  lived  and  cohabited  with  his 
own  father's  wife,  which  was  fuch  fornication  as  was 
not  named  among  the  Gentiles ;  and  this  was  done 
^d  continued  in  when  he  was  in  a  profeflion  of  the 
gofpei,  a  member  of  the  church,  and  in  communion 
with  it :  but  we  have  no  account  of  his  defpifing  re- 
proof, nor  rebelling  againft  his  fcparation  from  the 
frints  ^  nor  did  the  violent  temptations  which  he  fell 
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into  hautlen  his  heart,  fill  him  widi  malice  ag^ft 
the  church,  the  Spirit  of  God>  or  hi$  powerful  work 
in  the  faints  i  fo  far  from  it,  that  he  was  like  to  is 
/wallowed  up  with  overmuch  Jerrow ;  hence  he  was 
pardoned,  and  received  in  again* 

The  fin  of  Thomasj  in  giving  no  credit  to  the 
tcftimony  of  truth  by  the  many  perfona  that  had 
feen  the  Ijord  after  his  refurre£tion,  and  his  decla- 
ration never  to  believe  unlefs  he  (hould  thnift  his 
hand  into  his  fide,  was  doubdefs  going  great  lengths  i 
but  this  was  in  a  violent  fit  of  unbelief,  in  whith 
the  devil  had  the  chief  hand,  in  order  to  bar  his 
heart  againft  the  teftimony,  in  order  to  keep  hh 
foul  from  thtjcys  of  a  lively  bope^  by  the  re/urreBien 
efChrifi  from  the  dead:  but  here  was  no  hatred  to 
Chrift,  or  to  the  Spirit ;  for  he  thought  the  tidings 
were  too  good  and  too  great  to  be  true  \  not  could 
all  bis  infidelity  deftroy  the  fiiith  of  intereft  in  Jefus  i 
for  he  had  no  fooner  a  fig|it  of  him  iut  faiib  cried 
Mtj  My  Lord  and  my  God. 

From  what  has  been  faid  it  appears  to  me  diat 
this  perilous  finner  muft  be  a  profeflbr,  or  he  can- 
not be  guilty  of  this  great  tranfgreflion.  Catft  was 
a  profeflbr^  and  brought  his  offerings  to  God ;  but, 
trufting  in  his  own  perfornoances,  and  being  rejefted 
for  it,  he  became  an  open  enemy  to  grace  j  his  an- 
ger and  rcfcntmcnt  rofe  againft  the  power  of  godli- 
nefs  s  he  faw  the  approbation  of  heaven  and  the 
teftimony  of  God  given  to  his  brother,  and  was 
wroth,  and  his  countenance  fell :  the  work  of  fiuth, 

and 
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and  che  fiiiit  of  righteoufhefs,  was  that  which  o& 
fended  him.  Abel  looked  through  the  firftling  of 
his  flock  to  the  Lannb  of  God,  and  Cain  looked  to 
his  iheaf,  Abd  trufted  in  the  promifed  feed,  Caia 
to  the  work  of  his  own  hai)ds.  Abel  expected  ac* 
-cej>tance  for  Chrift's  fake^  Cain  for  his  own  peF« 
fonnancea.  The  Hrft  offered  in  faich>  the  latter  ia 
iofidelity^  Abel's  was  by  divine  appointment,  Cain's 
im  faumao  contrivance.  Abel  expected  admittance 
through  God*s  new  and  living  way,  Cain  by  the 
gate  where  the  drawn  fword  was  placed,  which 
was  g  rejedion  of  Chrift :  he  hated  the  work  and 
teftimony  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  his  brother  fought 
agaigft  God,  becaufe  God  refpe£led  the  one  and 
jejefted  th^  other ;  for  Abel's  was  evangelical  obe<«. 
diencC)  but  Cain's  was  fuperftition  and  will  wor* 
(hip  I  which  God  vindicates  upon  the  rules  of  equi^ 
ty,  and  appeals  to  his  own  confcience ;  If  thou  doji 
wM^Jhalt  thou  not  be  accepitdf  And^  ifnot^Jin  lUs  at  she 
4oar.  My  acceptance  of  Abel  ihall  not  infringe  on 
thy  pre-eaf)inence  as  the  firft-^born,  JSor  t^  tbeeJhaU 
U  his  defire  (or  he  fhall  be  fubjeft  to  thee),  and  thou 
foalt  ride  over  him.  But,  after  all  this  condefcenfion 
of  God,  and  communion  with  Cain  about  bis  con^ 
du&,  Cain  flew  his  brother,  only  becaufe  his  own 
works  were  evil  and  his  brother's  righteous.  The 
devil,  who  was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  in- 
fluenced the  one,  and  the  Holy  Ghofl:  the  other ; 
the  one  was  of  Gjod,  and  the  other  of  Satan.  This 
ym  the  firft  perilous  ftep^  and  Caia  was  the  fird 
♦  man 
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man  that  ever  broke  througli  the  .bounds,  or  trod 
the  path,  of  the  great  tranfgreffion  j  and  for  which 
he  was  banifticd,  or  excommunicated,  from  the 
church  of  God,  which  at  that  time  was  only  in 
Adam's  houfehold. 

Canaan  was  in  the  church  of  God  in  the  ark, 
but  he  got  his  curfe  after  he  came  out  of  it;  Ilh- 
mael,  Efau,  Korah,  Abiram^  and  Dathan,  and  Ahi-- 
thophel  alio,  were  all  in  the  church  of  God,  and  all 
of  them  were  profeflbrs  of  religion,  and  they  all  had 
expe<5lations  of  the  Mefliah.  Hence  it  appears  that 
this  great  tranfgrcffor  muft  be  (according  to  all 
the  precedents  that  are  fet  before  us  in  holy  writ) 
a  profeffor  of  Chrift ;  he  muft  be  enlightened  alio 
in  fome  meafure  into  the  myftcries  of  the  gofpel, 
and  have  fome  underftanding  of  fpiritual  things ; 
for  no  fin  committed  in  ignorance  and  in  unbelief  is 
this  gnaf  tranfffrejfton.  Paul  obtained  mercy  bc- 
caufe  he  finned  ignorantly. 

He  muft  have  had  fome  rebukes,  frothy  joys, 
rclifti  for  fpiritual  things,  or  fome  ftirrings  of  natu* 
ral  affeftions;  or  elfe  he  muft  remain  ignorant  of 
the  power  of  godlinefs,  and  thereby  cannnqt  fin- 
knowingly  and  wilfully.  Paul  fays  tbey  tafte  of  the 
heavenly  gifts.  Some  of  the  pharifees  rejoiced  in 
JohrCs  light  for  a  feafouy  and  others  tajlcd  of  the 
powers  of  the  world  to  come  ;  they  heard  the  wordy  and 
anon  with  joy  received  it.  Their  underftandings, 
fays  Paul,  were  enlightened,  and  they  were  drawn 
into  a  profeffion  (as  in  Hebrews,  chapters  iv.  x.) 

Perfonsi 
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I^crfons  thus  ftirrcd  up,  when  they  fct  ofF,  thcif 
2eal  blazes  forth,  a  reformation  enfues,  a  confellloti 
is  made,  ^and  a  gift  of  utterance  in  prayer  and 
fpcaking  follows;  and  then  church  feUowfliip  takes 
place,  the  unclean  Jpirit  goes  out,  enmity  and  preju- 
dice againfl:  the  truth  appear  to  vaniih,  and  all 
inward  oppofition  againft  Chrift  abates ;  carnal  eafe 
and  fccurity,  falfe  peace,  joy,  light,  fpeculativc 
knowledge,  untempcred  zeal,  falfe  confidence,  and 
feigned  love,  all  work  together  to  complete  the 
chara(^er  of  this  hypocrite  in  Zion. 

But,  when  the  undeanjfirit  returns  to  bis  boufe^  and 
begins  to  operate  upon  this  man's  unrenewed  mind, 
and  upon  his  undifcovered  and  unfubdued  lufts, 
his  joys  wither,  for  want  of  the  root  of  divine  love; 
hb  zeal  abates,  under  the  motions  and  ftirrings  of 
fin  and  fatan^  when  guilt  appears,  confcience 
awakes,  and  wrath  begins  to  work;  and  then  his 
diflcmbled  love  waxes  cold,  and  his  confidence 
ftaggers;  for,  as  Chrift  idiy^i/uchfor  a  while  believe  ^ 
and  then  the  lamp  goes  out,  and  his  falfe  heart  is 
diverted,  either  into  the  letter  of  the  law,  into 
ibme  abominable  herefy,  -or  into  the  world.  His 
aSedtions  being  abated,  and  his  zeal  quenched,  he 
aow  begins  to  find  his  feigned  love  alienated  from 
Chrift,  and  from  his  faints.  The  chriftian  who  knew 
him  purfucs  him,  and  entreats  him;  but  heremg^ins 
fallen  and  unmoved:  the  chriftian  at  laft  confiders 
him,  and  tells  him  honeftly  wherein  he  thinks  he 
was  deficient  in  his  profeflion;  at  which  he  imme- 
diately 
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cfiatefy  goes  into  ielf,  ielf^ieekii^,  and  feMlexalta'^ 
tbn^  with,  his  mind  alienated  from  die  juft^  and  zA 
affirfkion  to  them  earned  to  hatred :  he  theii  goes 
over  to  the  bond  children^  widi  whom  he  finds  an- 
VDiOD^ven  intbe  bonds  of  fervile  fear  and  l^Iifaife  r 
all  which  time  confbience  is  neither  fatisfied  nOr  filent^ 
but  acctifes  him>.  and  refufes  to  bear  a  teftimonjr, 
CO*  to  let  him  have  peace  in  any  dead  wort  or  legal 
perfornnance  done  by  him,  but  makes  his  counte« 
oance  teftify  againft  him:  this  knits  his  brows, 
and  beclouds  his  mind ;  wrath  works  in  bim>  and 
ibtan,  his  deceiver,  begins  to  reproach  him ;  the 
dbdlnnes  of  God^s  ibvereignty  are  oppofed,  and 
free-will  is  embraced  ^  imputed  righteoufneis  is  de* 
i|u(ed,  and  dead  works  are  pleaded  for;  divine 
energy  is  es^ploded,  and  human  ability  contendedfbr. 
Thele  bonds  of  iniquity  not  only  tie  him  to  the . 
bond-children,  .but  lead  him  to  fympathize  and 
feel  for  all  the  primidve  apoftatcs ;  his  bowels  found 
towards  them,  his  afiedlions  are  knit  to  them>. 
and  he  contends  for  them ;  and  in  this  channel 
luns  the  whole  current  of  his  affeftions.  Cain,  Efau, 
and  Judasj  become  the  objects  of  his  pity,  and  his 
companions,  till  the  congregation  he  is  in  union 
with  are  w  the  depths  of  belL  Now  goipel  fimpli- 
city  becomes  his  bane ;  the  gall  of  bitternefs  works 
in  him,  till  a  faint  with  a  broken  heart  provokes 
bim;  the  power  of  godlmefs  enrages  and  exafpe^ 
lates  him ;  and,  at  laft^  envy,  hatreds  and  malice^ 
overcome  and  pofiels  him'i  and  then  no  fimple  foul» 

1  no 
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fio  truo  penitent,  no  oiinifter  that  enforces  tnitlr^ 

and  iniifts  upon  the  Spirit's  work^  can  fland  before 

hinii  his  fouL  hates  Zionj  and  he  is  dejfblate:  every 

icport  of  che  a|^cadoa  of  truth,  and  the  iavoury 

enjoyment  of  power,  touches  him ;  and  //  is  avex^ 

aim  only  tQ  underfiani  the  report:  he  perceives  thac 

cvety  difcerning  chriftian  fees  his  nakednefs  atul  his 

ihame,    and  therefore  he    ihiins  and  hates  iho 

light;    the  meek  and  fimple  deportment  of  the 

juft  provoke  and  exafperate  lum ;  till,  at  lengthy 

no  charaAer  in  the  pulpic,  or  profeilbr  in  the  pew> 

dm  has  an  honeft  and  a  good  heart,  can  live  or  ftand 

before  his  envy  \  and  his  heart  fretteth  againft  the 

Lard:  he  cavils  at  him,  as  partial  and  unjufl ;  and 

imagines  himielf  injured  and  difhonoured  by  him : 

he  hates  the  name  of  his  fecret  decrees  and  coun« 

cils,  until  the  malice  of  his  heart  breaks  out  into 

words  and  actions  \  and  then  he  has  no  other  way 

of  eafing  his  mind  than  by  opening  his  mouth  to 

vent  his  fpleen  in  public  ridicule  and  (lander  before 

the  enemies  of  God,  which  is  called  a  crucifying 

of  Cbrift  afrejb^  and  putting  him  to  open  jhame. 

Satan,  having  thus  beaten  him  off  from  all  his 
prefumptuous  claims  upon  Chrift,  and  from  all  the 
profeQion  of  his  name  and  jtruth,  then  leads  him 
to  attack  and  oppofe  the  power  of  godlinefs  in  the 
fouls  of  the  faints ;  which  is  commencing  open 
hoftilicy  againft  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  that  know^ 
ingly  and  wilfully.  Simplicity,  meekneis,  tender^ 
nefs,  confcientioufnefs,  contrition,  humility,  godly 

forrowy 
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Ibrrow,  fervour,  pious  zeal,  carncftnefs^  cxpericftC^i 
Iioly  familiarity  with  God,  love,  joy^  and  peace,  arc 
thbgs  that  his  foul  hates ;  he  defpifes  them^  (peaks 
evil  of  them>  refills  them,  and  hates  all  thofe  who 
enjoy  them:  and,  if  he  is  at  any  time  inwardly 
checked  by  confcience,  and  for  a  few  minutes  he 
relents,  it  foon  goes  off,  and  the  heart  appears  more 
callous,  his  mind  more  (lubborn^  and  his  malice  and 
revenge  more  rampant,  than  ever*  An  apoftatc 
tl^us  armed  with  envy,  and  whofe  palate  is  thus  vi* 
tiated,  finds  no  entertainment  fo  fwcet  as  that  of  fe* 
ducing  die  faints  or  followers  of  Chrift.  If  he  can 
corrupt  a  weakling  from  the  fimplicity  that  is  in 
Jcfus ;  if  he  can  lead  any  believer  into  error  ;  if 
he  can  prejudice  any  againft  the  Lord  and  his  ways, 
and  alienate  their  minds  from  himj  if  he. can  dif- 
trefs,  rob,  ftrip,  or  plunder,  any  child  of  God  of  his 
peace  and  comfort;  if  he  can  fee  any  mifcondudfc 
in  an  eminent  believer,  or  hear  of  the  falls  of  any 
who  are  noted  for  faith  and  pra£Vice  -,  of  any  dif- 
cords  among  the  juft,  or  of  the  apoftafy  of  any 
.  that  have  ftood  high  in  profeffion ;  or  make  any 
oncmifcrable  who  has  walked  comfortably  :  thefe 
things  are  his  fweeteft  morfels  j  he  eats  up  the  fin 
of  God's  people ;  and  this  duft  is  the  ferpent's  meat, 
it  is  the  food  of  devils.  And  this  is  counterafting 
the  Spirit  in  his  work  and  operations,  and  is  doing 
defpite  to  him.  None  are  fo  hateful  to  him  as  hum- 
ble fouls  i  he  watches  for  their  halting,  and  magni-* 
fies  himfelf  when  their  feet  flip  ;  and  rejoices  if  God 

be 


be  but  diflionoured ;  and  if  he  hears  of  or  fees  the 
fucccfi  of  die  gofpel^   and  the  profperity  <jf  thofe 
whom  his  foul  hates,  it  inwardly  finks  and  grieves 
him;  and,  if  at  any  time  he  meets  with  reproof  or 
rebuke  for  his  madnefs,  and  is  clofely  prefTed  by  the 
ri^teous^  who  icontend  for  the  power  of  the  Spirit, 
and  who  upbraid  him  for  his  former  hypocritical 
profellion,  he  then  breaks  out  into  open  blafphemy, 
by  fpeaking  evil  of  the  .power  of  godlinefs  and  the 
poffcffors  of  it,  in  order  to  Hop  their  mouth ;  and 
this  completes  the  great  iranfgreffion^  for  it  is  blaf- 
phemy againft  the  Holy  Ghoft.     Such  a  finner  is 
in  league  and  union  with  fatan,  and  has  the  mind 
of  the  devil  hifnfelf)  as  Chrift  fays  of  the  pharifces, 
Tm  are  of  your  father  the  devil.     Such  are  influenced 
and  a&uated  by  him  as  they  were ;  His  works  ye  will 
do.    Such  rejoice  at  an  opportunity  of  doing  mif- 
chief  to  the  caufe  of  Chrift ;  This  isyourhour^  and  the 
powers  of  darknefs.     It  is  the  powers  of  darknefs  that 
drive  them  on,  as  it  did  the  pbarifees^  till  they 
called  the  mafler  of  the  houje^  the  Lord  of  Hofts, 
Beelzebub,   and    the  power  of    the   Holy  Ghoft 
infernal  agency  5   charging  the  Saviour  with  being 
influenced  by  zfouljpirit. 

The  evident  tokens  of  this  great  tranfgreffion  are 
various;  fbme  are  given  up  to  uncommon  light- 
oels  and  levity,  which  we  often  fee  in  perfons  pof- 
feffcd  by  an  evil  fpirit,  who  arc  filled  with  laughter 
for  an  hour  together.  .  * 

O  Others 
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Others  are  rc&rved,  gloom^i  and  rullen>  like 
thoft  pofleiled  of  a  dumb  devil. 

Others  are  given  tp  t$  work  all  wtclwmtfs  with 
ffeedinefs^  like  fome  perfons  in  a  mad-houfe»  who 
will  play  with  their  excrements. 

Some  are  led  into  fuch  a  thirft  for  money,  chat 
they  are  like  fome  perfons  who  are  worth  thou* 
fands,  and  yet  go  out  of  their  mind,  owing  to  % 
continual  fear  of  coming  to  want^  which  droiraf 
men  in  defirudbion  and  perdition* 

Some  are  driven  to  fuch  defperate  reb^lion  as 
to  defy  God  himfelf^  and  threaten  to  plead  with  htm 
at  the  day  of  doom. 

But  there  are  others  who  arc  given  up  rt  afear^ 
ful  looking  for  of  judgment  and  fiery  indignatien^  like 
thofc  in  a  mad-houfe  whom  we  call  raving  mad. 

While  fome  have  been  fo  influenced  by  him  that 
was  a  murderer  from  the  heginningy  that  they  have 
perfecuted  the  faints,  even  unto  blood>  and  thac 
"wilfully,  like  the  apoftate  Julian ;  and  fuch  foub 
imitate  thofe  mad  perfons^  who  are  always  watch* 
ing  to  do  mifchicf  by  violence,  cither  to  them- 
felves  or  others;  and  many  of  this  laft  defcrip* 
tion,  like  Judas,  go  out  of  the  world  by  fuiddc* 
Bpt,  whatever  kind  of  fpirit  it  may  be  that  infia- 
ences  this  great  iranfgreffary  it  is  a  kind  that  goeth 
not  out  hy  fraytr  andfajiing ;  for,  wherever  tbejevem 
Jpirits,   which  are  more  wicked  than  the  firji,  r#- 

•  ctiter^  the  laft  ft  ate  of  that  man  is  worje  than  the 

ftrft. 
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firji.    Keep  hack  thy  fervant  alfo  from  frefumftuous 
fins  I  let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me;  then  Jhall 
I  be  upright,  and  I  Jhall  be  innocent  from  the  great 
tran/greffion^ 


V  ^ 


*«  « 


t>  a  XIV.  CKEAT 


(    i9<5    ) 


XIV. 

Glt£AT    EXPLOITS    BY    SIMPLE    MEANS. 

Aid  Sam/on /aid J  with  f he  jaw-hone  of  an  ajs^  heaps 
upon  heaps,  with  the  jaw-bone  of  an  afs  have  IJlain 
a  thoufand  men.    Judges  xv.  16. 

Those  great  men  of  God  who  have  appeared  in 
the  world  at  difierent  times^  and  who  have  cut  fuch 
a  figure  and  performed  fuch  wonders  upon  earthy 
both  in  the  antediluvian  worlds  in  the  age  of  the 
patriarchs,  and  under  the  former  difpenfation,  all 
appeared  as  perfonating,  reprefenting,  and  intro- 
ducing, one  greater,  that  is>  Christ  Jesus,  in  whom 
•11  their  offices  and  characters  meet  and  centre. 

Mofes  reprefents  him  as  Mediator;  Aaron  as 
High  Prieft  of  our  profeffion  j  Jofhua  as  Captain 
of  our  falvation ;  the  Judges  as  Judge  of  quick  and 
dead ;  the  prophets  as  the  great  Prophet  of  his 
church;  David  as  King  of  Ifrael;  Solomon  as 
Prince  of  Peace  and  Builder  of  the  temple;  and 
Samfon  as  Ifrael's  great  Deliverer. 

There  was  an  almighty  power  put  forth  and  dif- 
played  in  the  conception  and  birth  of  this  hero ; 
the  Angel  of  the  great  council,  the  Lord  himfclfi 

reveals 
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reveals  it  to  the  wife  of  Manoah^  who  was  by  na- 
ture barren.  The  Lord  tells  her  this.  Behold^  now, 
tbou  art  barren  ^  but  thou  jhalt  conceive  and  bear  a  Jon : 
hence  it  is  plain  that  Santifon  was  a  child,  or  an  heir 
of  promife^  and,  as  he  was  to  fpring  from  one  who 
was  by  nature  barren,  it  is  as  plain  that  the  power 
of  God  was  put  forth  to  make  that  barren  tree  bean 
Chrift  alfo  was  the  promifed  feed,  and  a  greater 
power  was  difpkyed  in  the  wonderful  conception 
of  him. 

Samfon  was  to  be  a  Nazarite  to  God,  and  Jefua 
was  to  be  called  Netzer,  the  branch,  the  branch  of 
the  Lord,  which  is  beautiful  and  glorious ;  ian£tified 
and  devoted  to  the  fervice  o^God  from  the  womb. 

And  the  woman  bare  a/on,  and  called  his  name  Sam* 
Jon  i  and  the  child grew^  and  the  Lord  bkjfedbim.  And 
the  Spirit  of  God  began  to  move  him  at  times  in  the 
camp  of  Dan.  In  this  alfo  he  was  a  type  of  him  who 
had  grace  poured  into  his  lipsy  and  who  is  blefled 
for  evermore,  and  who  at  twelve  years  old  was  fo 
moved  by  the  Spirit  to  fpeak  as  to  aftoni(h  the 
Jewifli  dodors  with  his  underftanding  and  anfwers. 

Samfon  fees  a  woman  of  Timnah,  a  Philiftine, 
whom  he  loved,  and  defires  his  father  and  his  mo« 
thcr  to  get  her  for  him  to  wife.  Judges  xiv.  i,  2. 
This  was  qontrary  to  the  law  of  God  j  but  God  is 
above  all  law,  for  even-  this  thing  was  of  the  Lord* 
Judges  xiv.  4.  We  know  that  there  were  women 
enough  in  IfracI;  but  this  thing  muft  be  done  to  re- 
prcfent  what  his  antitype  would  do,  who  has  dorvc 

O  3  t'i- 
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xhe  fame  thing.  Chrift  fises  thr  de^  Gentiles^  aod 
falls  in  love  with  them ;  and  be  dtfii^d  his.  Father  wd 
his  mother  to  gei  tbtmfor  him  io  w^..  Weil,  &ys  the 
Father,  ji&  afmsy  and  Ifi^all  gfue  tJki  the  beatbmfir 
iinnt  inhmtante,  a»i  $bt  uttermoft-paris  efibt  tariit^ 
foriby  fojftffm^  P&lm  ii.  8.  Chrift  defirea  his  mo- 
ther (gofpel  Zion),  the  Jewilb  churchy  to /end.  forth 
Barnabas  and  Paul  to  the  Gentiles  y  and  ihe  did  fb^ 
and  defrayed  their  expenfcs  m  the  wotk ;  !)nS^  tam/ 
forth  for  his  name^sfakcy  taking  nothing  of  the  Gentiles  ; 
and  they  efpoufed  the  Gentilts  Poa^goodhifiandy^md 
ftrejinied  them  as  a  chufie  virgin  $0.  Cbrifi. 

But  in  Samfon's  cqut tlhip  thefe  was  a  liQn  in  the 
vtay-,  hut  Sam/on  rent  him  ^  be  wotdd  rend  a  Hd^ 
Ajid  there  was  a  alfo  a  Jion  in  Chrift's  way,  the  old 
itoaring  lion  of  the  hottomlefs  pitj,  who  roared  fadly 
s^inft  him  in  the  hearts  of  hitperfecutors,.  hi^  the 
Saviour  deftroyed  him  who  had  the  fower  of  deeub^ 
thai  is  the  devil  And  there  waa  a  young  lion  tha( 
roared  againft  Jefus  in  the  ixiiniftry  of  Paul,  I 
nnean  that  favage  bea^y  the  pagan  Roman  enc]pire« 
But)  faith  Paulj  1  vms  delivered  out  efjbe  mouth  of 
the  lion.  2  Tim.  iv.  17.  And  both  were  foon  reat. 
Many  of  the  Lord^s  oiurderera  weije  converged  at 
the  preaching  of  Peter,  Aftsii.  41;  and  the  Roman 
lion  waa  at  a  long  run  rent,  and  the  empire  under 
Conftantine  bec^^nie  chrillian, 

Samfon  returns  and  finds  honey  in  the  ear  cafe  of  the 
lion  I  and  fo  does  the  true  Deliverer  of  I(xacl ;  for,  in 
ipaiiy  a  rebcUioys  fiiiuer*s  heart,  which  has  been  the 
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flrong  iman*s  palace,  where  latan  has  leigoed  and 
ndftd;  and  out  of  wh<lfe  heart  and  mouth  faun  hath 
often  roared,  iberr  hak  hemfmmd  tbefwea  amfbia* 
ticns  of  the  Ihfy  Gb^^  an^ed  U  honey  (Prov.  xxiv. 
f  J  >  add  the  precious  promiTei  of  the  goipel,  wbid 
mofu^eeior  than  honey ^  and  the  bonefcmb.  Pfidm  xtx; 
to.  atbc.  lOg. 

Samfon  eats  Ibme  of  the  honey,  and  ib  doth  his 
&ther  and  mother  $  aixl  what  £ucb  our  great  DeU« 
vener  ?  Why  he  faith,  /  have  ea$e»  Wf  honeycomb 
^bmy  homy  I  eatj  O  friends.  Cant  v.  i*  Yea,  af^ 
ter  his  refurredion  from  the  dead,  as  fooft  as  he  had 
dcftroycd  the  old  lion,  they  gave  him  a  piece  of  hroH* 
edji/by  and  of  an  honeycomb.  Luke  xxiv.  4i:.  And 
Zionj  our  venerable  mother,  feeds  on  the  famef&re; 
yea,  and  even  our  heavenly  Father  is  better  pleaied 
with  our  fweet  favour  of  Chrift  than  with  fweet 
cane.  liaiah  xliii.  24.  He  taketh  pleafure  in  the  pro- 
iperity  of  his  fervants,  and  faith  at  the  return  of  the 
prodigal.  Let  us  eat  and  be  merry.  Luke  xv.  aj- 

Samfon'^  feaft,  and  the  riddle  put  forth  at  it,  were 
the  occafion  of  the  firft  difturbanccs  among  the 
Philiftine?  i  and  Chrift  has  ma^de  a  moft  delicious 
feafl:  for  his  bride  and  all  his  bridal  friends,  and  hath 
put  forth  a  riddle  that  hatfi  puzzled  the  moft  wife 
and  prudent  in  the  world,  and  all  others,  except  the 
few  that  plow  with  his  heifer.  And  fure  I  am  that 
the  dcftruftion  of  the  old  lion  by  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  the  deftrudion  of  fin  in  the  fouls  of  men 
by  the  bkflcd  Spirit  and  fweet  word  of  the  Lord,  is> 
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the  fubftance  of  the  gofpcJ  myftcrjr  to  this  day. 
Wbai  isftrmgtr  than  a  Um^  and  what  is/iveeter  than 
Jmey?  To  anfwcr  this  fpiritually*  and  experiment- 
ally^  is  a  good  explanation  of  the  dddle. 

But  Samfon*s  wife  was  given  to  his  companion, 
whom  he  had  ufed  as  his  friend.  The  lx>rd  Jefus 
was  a  huiband  to  the  whole  Jewilh  church  j  and 
they  called  him  fo,  and  boaficd  much  of  the 
MefTiah :  but  the  great  doftors  and  fathers  of  that 
national  churchy  by  their  rejection  of  Chrift,  and  by 
their  threatenings^  excommunications,  and  murders 
of  his  faints^  gave  themfelves  and  others  up  to  the 
law  and  to  Mofcs,  and  reje6bed  the  divine  wooer, 
for  which  ihe  was  put  awayj  and  rhus^^^  played 
the  harlot.     Hofea  ii.  5. 

The  Saviour  had  a  fpoufe  alfo  in  the  Roman  em« 
pire ;  but  a  pretended  friend  of  the  Lx)rd's,  fucli 
as  Samfon  had,  fcduced  that  national  church  toapof- 
tafy,  and,  under  the  charafter  of  the  Lord's  bilhop, 
became  the  Lord's  rival,  ftyling  \i\mk\itbe  bead  of 
the  church,  and  a  God  on  earth* 

And  what  did  Samfon  s  wife  get  by  her  condufl:  ? 
She  was  burnt  with  fire.  And  what  did  the  Jewifli 
fynagogue  get  ?  Why,  the  Romans  burnt  the  tem- 
ple and  many  in  it  with  fire ;  and,  if  the  Lord's 
threatenings  fell  upon  them  that  they  could  not  efcapc 
the  damnation  o/hell,  then  they  were  burnt  in  a  worfe 
fire.  And  fliall  the  great  whore  of  Babylon  efcape 
far  her  adultery  ?  No.  Shcjball  be  utterly  burnt  with 
fre^for  Jlrong  is  the  Lord  God  that  judged  her  $  and 

he 


(    aoi    ) 

he  will  judge  her  as  OQe  that  breaketh  wedlock 
is  judged.  The  law  requires  that  all  frUJ^s  4augbr 
tcrs  (as  the  Jcwifli  fynagogue  and  popifli  church 
2i€)yif  tbey  pla>f  the  whore,  fl)ould  be  burnt  wiib  fire. 
Levitt  xxi.  9. 

But  (to  be  (hort)  Samfon  was  railed«up  a  deliv- 
erer for  Ifrael,  and  he  fet  his  heart  upon  thdj*  de- 
liverance; and  he  fought  many  occafions  againft 
the  enemies  of  God's  people;  and  the  Saviour  bad 
tht  d^Pf  (fvengionci  in  bis  btart  tvben  tbeyear  of  his  r/- 
diemed.fuoas  come.  Samibn  admitted  even  harlots  to 
his  boioni,  and  re  vended  his  greateft  fecrets  to  them ; 
and  even  idolaters^  fpiritual  harlots^  as  well  as  pub* 
licansand  literal  harlotSj  have  been  taken  into  union 
with  our  great  Deliverer^  who  in  the  days  of  his 
fieib,  and  ever  fince,  bath  received Jinners  and  eaten 
with  them;  and  to  fuch  poor  miierable  creatures  the 
greateft  m)^eries  of  his  kingdom  have  been  and  ftiU 
are  revealed,  while  they  are  hid  from  the  wife  and 
prudent. 

Samfon  was  bound  and  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  his  enemies  by  his  own  people,  whom  he  was 
born  to  deliver;  and  fo  was  Chrift  bound,  and  fent 
to  Herod,  and  to  the  Roman  gcjvernor,  and  into 
the  hands  of  the  Gentiles.  They  blinded  Samfon^ 
and  they  blindfolded  Chrift;  the  former  ground 
in  the  mill,  and  the  latter  was  ground  himfelf,  to  be 
the  bread  of  life  for  his  people.  Samfon  was  put  in 
prifon,  and  the  Lord  was  taken  from  prifon  and  from 
judgment.    Samfon,  in  his  greateft  diftrefs,  was  called 
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fcnK  to  rMkt  fport ;  an<f  Chrift,  m  his  g^eattfft  ago* 
nicsy  i^as  bufieted^  finote,  mocked,  (pic  tipon^  cn- 
robcd,  crowned  with  thorns,  fceptercd  with  a  rccd, 
calkd  upon  to  prophely  who  fmoce  him ;  rfwey  bow- 
ed the  knee  to  him,  derided  him,  and  fpoke  bla^he- 
m^us  thing*  againft  him; 

Bist  Sartiibft  dkl  not  tong  make  Ipoit ;  the  jof  of 
thtte  hypocritical  Iportfmen  was  but  for  a  moment; 
he  bowed  widi  aH  his^might,  and  lifted  upthc  two 
Main  pillars  of  the  idoFs  tempfe,  and  turned  afl  dieir 
kughter  into  weeping  and  gnafhing  of  teeth,  though 
he  bwried  himfelf  in  the  ruins.  And  fo  the  greater 
Judge  of  Ifrael,  when  he  bowed  his  head,  threw  down 
Jh  and  death,  the  two  main  pillars  of  fatan's  king- 
dom, andtriumphed  orer  principalities  and  powers, 
and  owrcame  the  worW ;  and  by  the  rcfurrcftion  of 
fliany  of  the  dead,  the  appearance  of  them  to  many 
living  in  the  city,  the  dark  nefs,  the  earthquake,  and 
the  defcent  of  the  angels  from  heaven,  foon  put  a 
ftop  to  the  derifion  of  the  Jews,  and  made  the  Ro« 
man  centurion  fmite  his  bread,  and  the  fbldiers 
tremble. 

fFith  the  fa'^-hone  of  an  afs  have  I  Jlain  a  thoujand 
men*  The  (^5\%^  dull,  fluggifh,  head-ftrong,  ob* 
fiinate  animal;  and  to  this  creature  is  fallen  man 
compared ;  Vtnn  man  would  fain  be  wife,  though  man 

■ 

h  bom  like  a  wild^afs^s  colt.  Job  xi.  i  i .  Xhis  flug- 
gifti  animal  is  noted  for  ftrength,  and  feems  to  be 
dcfigned  chiefly  for  burdens  j  and  to  this  creature  Ja- 
cob compares  the  ftupid  tribe  of  Iflkchar.  Tffccbar  is  a 

pong 


(     1K>J    > 

Jirmg  i^$  cButbing  Awn  htwem  two  iurinu  ;  hifim^ 
Att  r^  was  gpod^Mdth land  that  ii  was ^qftau^  4«/ 
imoid  bis  Jhouidars  to  bemf,  ami  became  aferomt  H 
itttbati.  Gea^  xllx.  14. 

TI^  z&  under  the  lavir  was  cankoci  amoi^tiie  uii« 
clean  beafts^  and  was  never  to  be  offered  aa  a  fiK;ri<- 
fice,  when  bulls  and  he-goats  were ;  and  these  ai^ 
myftical  ^fTes  th^  wiU  never  fall  ^  ^erifiees  to  &* 
vine,  jviticcj  when  coaoy  fat  bulk  of  Baflaa  and 
goafs  will. 

Tbifirfilmg  cf  m^  afs  vios  fo  be  redeemed  uM  # 
l^i  4^>  iftbou  wUt  not  redeem  it^  tten  tboujbali 
break  its  met.  £xod«  xiii.  13.  And  there  are  myftical 
aflles  which  ate  redi^caaed  by  the  Lamb  of  God  1  and 
tbofe  that  are  not  wtU  have  their  necks  broke^i 
that  U^  all  their  BAk  confidences  and  their  £dfe 
claims  upon  Chrift  will  be  broken  off>  and  they  wil) 
be  feparatfid  from  him^  who  is  tbe  bead  oftbeeburcb. 
The  church  of  God  bears  the  name  of  this  beaft;  jf 
vriid  afs  ujed  to  tbe  mldernefs^  tbal/nuffeib  up  tbe  vHn4 
at  berfUa/urei  in  her  occafion  who  can  turn  ber  'wojf  ? 
^Itbey  tbat/eek  ber  tvillnot  weary  themfehes^^  in  her 
month  tbey^fi^ljhfd  ber.    Jen  ii,  a4. 

The  fcriprures  give  an  account  of  two  animala 
^t  have  fpoken  in  the  work},  the  Jbrpent  and  the 
afs.  The  voice  of  the  firft  was  todeftroy  manj  and 
to  bring  him  under  the  curfe  of  Gdd  \  the  veiee  of 
tbe  latter  was  to  rebnke  tbe  madnefs  of  a  prophet,^  who 
was  going  to  eurje  them  whom  tbe  Lord  bad  bhffed. 
The  devil  opened  the  mouth  of  the  ferfent^  but  God 
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opened  the  mouth  of  the  afs.  And  there  are  fer- 
jl^nts^  and  a  generation  of  vipers^  in  the  world,  that 
ipeak  fi>r  Satan  to  this  day ;  and  there  are  myftical 
ajfes  that  Ipeak  for  God.  What  the  ferpent  faid  was 
Hit 9  but'  the  whole  fpeech  of  the  afs  was  true ;  and 
Ihe  appealed  to  Balaam's  confcience  for  confirnna- 
tioB,  and  he  was  obliged  to  juftify  her  in  her  fayings, 
and  take  the  guilt  and  (bame  to  huT>felf. 
^Balaam  fmote  the  afs^  and  wifbed  for  a  fwoixi  in 
his  hand  to  kill  her,  only  becaufe  (he  turned  out  of 
the  .way  that  was  pcrverfc  before  God,  crulhed  his 
foot  againft  the  wall,  and  fell  uiKier  him,  rather  than 
carry  him  to  the  point  of  the  angel's  drawn  fword ; 
and  there  are  fome  in  the  world  now  that  would  be 
glad  to  fee  the  death  of  thofe  afles  that  want  to  pre- 
vent their  being  cut  afunderj  and  having  their  pw'tkn 
ofpmntei  with  hypocrites  and  unbelievers. 

The 'afs  is  a  creature  that  in  general  is  kept  for 
burden,  ftavcry,  and  drudgery ;  and  there  is  no 
heavier  burden  than  fin,  and  no  worfe  drudgery  than 
that  of  the  fervice  of  fatan.  But  who  hath  Jem  cut 
the  ^Id  qfs  freey  or  who  hath  loo/ed  the  bands  of  the 
wild  afs?  Job  xxxix«  5.  I  anfwer,  the  fame  glorious 
peribn  that  iaid  to  his  difciples,  Laofe  the  afs  and  the 
eolt,  and  bring  Jbem  unto-me ;  aTtd  if  the  owner  Jay  j  Why 
kofe  ye  them^Jay,  Becaufe  the  Lord  bath  need  ofthenty 
and  he  will  Jend  them.  And  it  is  a  bleffed  thing  to 
be  made  ^rt^  from  the  bondage  of  fin  and  death  $  and 
they  fiiall  furcly  be  loofed  which  the  Lord  hath 
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need  of;  and^  if  be  make  tbemfree^  tbeyjball  be  free 
indeed. 

Notwithftanding  the  meannds  of  this  creature» 
it  hath  been  ufed  and  preferred  before  the  horfe  by 
many  very  great  perfonages  in  the  world ;  the  vene* 
rable  patriarch  Abraham  rode  on  one  when  he  went 
to  oflfer  up  his  fon.  Gen,  xxiL  3,  5.  The  ram  was 
ofiered  upon  the  mount  for  a  iacrifice,  while  the 
fenrant  was  bid  to  abide  with  the  afs  at  the  foot. 
The  judges  of  Ifrael  ufed  to  ride  upon  white  ajfes: 
Judges  V.  10.  But  what  is  the  mod  remarkable 
in(lance>  is,  that  the  King  of  Ifrael,  the  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  fhould  choofe  this  delpi- 
cable  animal  to  ride  on ;  but  no  wonder,  when  he 
hath  chofen  the  wealc,  the  fooliih,  and  the  bafe 
things  of  this  world,  to  confound  the  mighty,  the 
wife,  and  the  noble. 

There  were  two  prophecies  that  went  before  con- 
cerning the  Lord's  appearance  on  this  creature  5  the 
tribe  of  Judah  was  to  have  a  hand  in  this :  Bind^ 
ing  bis  foal  unto  tbe  vine,  and  bis  qfs^s  colt  unto  the 
eboice  vine.  Gen.  xlix.  1 1.  And  ic  is  plain  that  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  living  vine,  was  fcen  upon  an 
a(s*s  colt.  R^ice  greatly,  O  daughter  of  Zion  j  Jheut, 
0  daughter  of  Jerufakm :  behold,  thy  King  cometb  unto 
thee :  be  isjuji,  and  having  falvalion ;  lowly ^  and  rid- 
ing upon  an  afs,  and  upon  a  colt  the  fole  of  an  afs. 
Zech,  ix.  9. 

Stupid  as  this  creature  is,  the  blind  and  ignorant 
Ifraelites  have  been  reproved  by  it,  and  fent  to 
fchool  to  it,    Tbe  ox  knoweth  bis  owner,  and  tbe  afs 
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Wj  snifter's  mi :  but  IJrael  dotb  tiof  know  (his  owner), 
my  people  dotb  not  conftder.  Ifaiah  i.  3.  And  hence 
wc  fee  that  young  affes  have  been  redeemed  wiib  a  lamb  i 
that  tbe  Lord  batb  opened  tbe  moutb  of  an  qfs  t9 
Jpeck ;  tbat  be  batb  fent  out  tbe  wild  qfs  freei 
ibai  tbe  Lord  bimf elf  ordered  tbe  ajfes  to  be  loofed  and 
brought  to  bim,  for  tbat  be  bad  need  of  them  \  and 
that  the  church  of  God  is  compared  to,  and  called 
by  the  name  of,  this  creature  :  yea,  and  about  the 
time  of  Jerufalem's  ruin,  when  the  judgments  of 
God  were  coming  on,  before  and  after  the  defola- 
tion  of  that  city,  when  many  eminent  minifters  of 
the  gofpel  were  fent  out  into  the  world  to  preach, 
and  many  inferior  ones,  fuch  as  ordinary  teachers 
and  helpers,  they  are  called  by  the  name  of  oxen 
and  aflcs.  fVben  itfhall  bail,  comng  down  m  tbe  fo* 
reft  I  and  tbe  cityfhdl  be  low  in  a  low  place.  Blijfed 
are  ye  tbatjow  bejide  all  waters ^  tbat  fend  forth  tbU 
tber  tbe  feet  of  tbe  ox  and  tbe  afs.  Ifaiah  xxxii;  1 9,  ao* 
The  hail  that  came  down  upon  the  forcft  was  the 
judgments  of  Chrift  upon  his  unconverted  enemies, 
who  were  not  trees  of  righteoufnefs  in  the  Lord's 
garden,  but  corrupt  trees  in  a  forcft  j  the  diy  in  s 
low  place  is  Jerufalem  in  her  calamities  and  dcibla- 
lions; /owing  befide  all  waters  is  preaching  the  word 
among  all  nations  \  fending  forth  the  feet  of  the  ox 
and  the  afs  is  fending  out  frelh  labourers  into  the 
Lord's  husbandry,  fome  in  the  yoke  and  fome  with 
the  crofs. 

Heaps  upon  beapSi  with  tbe  jaxK^-bone  ef  afs  bav€ 
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t  fidin  sAaufandmen..  But  Samfofi  flew  his  «ne« 
mies  not  with  a  live  afs,  but  with  the  jawr-boae  of  a 
drai  one.  True,  and  the  uiyfikal  a&  of  which  I  am 
ipcg^xng  i$  not  fit  for  the  lord's  work  till  he  is 
iud:  a Jbmer  aUve  iu  kimfdf^  mdalvoitofai^\&  oiicu:^ 
vS^  The  commoHdmM  ctttM^fm  revived^  and  Idied^ 
%s  Pauls  I  am  crucified  with  Chrift,  I  am  crucified 
to  the  world,  and  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me. 
Such  afles  are  of  ufe  to  carry  the  Lord,  and  to  bear 
him  among  the  Gentilea*  But  Samfon  flew  his  &es 
with  die  jaw-bone  of  this  creature.  TruCi  and  k 
doth  the  Lord.  And  this  gq^l  (f  the  kmgdom/ball 
tufreoibid  to  aU  nations  for  a  uninejs  again/t  tbem^ 
mid  then  /ball  the  end  come.  Real  minifters  in  the 
miqiftiy  are  made  the  favour  of  death  unto  deaths 
mid  of  life  unto  life.  But  con  a  man  preach  without 
mormg)m  jaW'bone?  I  fiippofe  not  Peter,  under 
one  feranon,  was  the  favour  of  life  unto  life  to  three 
thouiand  fouls.  A£b  ii.  41.  But  there  was  a  great 
eompaoy  of  mockers  who  charged  Peter  with  in« 
toxicadon.  Thefe  mockers  bad  tbeir  bands  madejlrong, 
Ifaiah  xxviii.  22.  And  to  how  many  of  thele 
was  Peter  a  favour  of  death  unto  death  ?  I  fuppofe 
Ac  Saviour  flew  more  by  the  movii^  of  Peter's 
jofuf'bone  than  ever  Samfon  did.  Samfon  flew  a 
thoufand  men  :  but  our  David^  by  the  fooliflinels  of 
preaching,  hath  flain.his  ten  thoufands.  HefbaU 
judge  among  the  heathen ;  hefhall  fU  tbe^ces  with 
the  dead  bodies  (as  Samfon  dU)  i  hefhall  wound  the 
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beads  over  mmtf  countries.    Ffalm  cx«  6.      This 
flaughter  is  heaps  upon  heaps. 

When  Samfbn  had  flain  his  enemies  a  violent 
thirft  came  upon  hhnf  which  was  fatisfied  by  a  rnira* 
cuious  fpring  of  water  j  and  when  Chrift  wounds  the 
heads  over  divers  countries,  and  fills  the  places  with 
the  dead  bodies,  it  is  added.  He  Jhall  drink  of  the 
irook  in  the  way^  thertforefiall  be  lift  up  his  bead. 
Pfalm  ex.  7. 

Samfon  flew  them  hip  and  thigh.  By  hip  I  un- 
derftand  foot  fokliers,  who  move  their  hips  in 
marching;  and  by  thigh  horfe  foldiers,  who  ufe 
their  thighs  in  riding:  hip  and  thigh  is  foot  and 
horfe.  And  this  work  is  not  over  yet ;  the  riders  on 
borfes  have  been  confounded  as  well  as  them  that  pad 
the  hoof*  Samfon  wilhed  to  be  avenged  of  his  ad* 
verfaries  for  his  two  eyes ;  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is 
called  e^eSy  Ifaiah  xxxviii;  and  his  church  the 
apple  of  his  eye.  Zech.  ii.  8.  And  for  the  fake  of 
thefe  he  will  be  avenged  of  his  enemies,  and  of  them 
that  hate  him,  and  hate  Zion.  The  mofl:  myfte- 
rious  judgment  executed  by  Samfon  was  burning 
the  harveft  of  the  Philiftines  with  fire-brands  car- 
ried by  foxes.  God  compares  falfe  prophets  to 
thefe  cunning  (linking  vermin.  O  IfraeU  thy  pro- . 
phets  are  like  the  foxes  in  the  defert,  Ezek.  xiii.  4.. 
And  falfe  doftrine  is  falfe  fire.  IFalk  in  the  light  of 
your  fire,  and  in  thejparks  that  ye  have  kindled  i  this 
fball  ye  have  at  my  handy  ye  Jhall  lie  domn  injinrrofo. 

Ifaiah 
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Ifdah  Lit.  Chrift  promifes  to  fend  not  only  three 
hundred^  but  many  of  thefc  falfe  prophets.  Andfalfi 
CbrifisfiHdl  ctme^yeliy  many  JbqfL  come  in  my  name^  arid 
fiaS  decihe  many.  And  tbefe  Jhall  Jet  fire  both  to  the 
tares  and  to  the  fiubble.  Samfon  is  ranked  among 
the  Lord's  worthies.  Hhe  time  would  fail  me  to  tell  cf 
GideoHy  and  Barak,  and  of  Samfon.  Heb.  xi.  32.  Heaps 
upon  heaps,  with  the  jaw-bone  of  an  of s  baue  IJkin  a 
ilmfandmen. 

Now  for  the  myftery  of  his  ftrength,  and  where 
it  was  concealed ;  not  in  his  back,  nor  yet  in  his 
Ihoulders,  nor  in  his  arms^  for  we  are  to  put  no  truil 
in  either  of  thefe.  Let  not  the  Jirong  man  glory  in  his 
ftrengtb.  Samfon's  ftrength  was  in  a  lock  of  his  hair-, 
a  ftrange  match !  the  greateft  power  in^thc  weakeft 
members.  Samfbn*s  hair  was  a  type  of  God's  elcft, 
as  fure  as  Samfon  was  a  type  of  Chrift.  Chrift  is 
the  head  of  the  church ;  and  all  his  members  ftick 
as  dole  to  him  as  Samfoh's  locks  did  to  his  head. 
But  the  locks  of  his  head  were  fhorn  off;  true,  and 
this  has  been  done  over  again  (ince  that  time  by  the 
cxprefs  order  of  God.  And  thou,  fon  ofman^  take  thee 
afbarp  knife,  take  thee  a  barber*s  rqfor,  and  caufe  it  to 
fafs  upon  thine  bead,  and  upon  thy  beard  i  then  take  thee 
balances  to  weigh,  and  divide  the  hair,  l^oufhalt  burn 
with  fire  a  third  part,  in  the  midji  of  the  city,  when  the 
days  of  thefiege  are  fulfilled  \  and  thoufhalt  take  a  third 
part,  and  f  mite  about  it  with  a  knife  \  and  a  third  part 
thou  Jhall  fcatter  into  the  wind,  and  I  will  draw  out  a 
fvoord  after  tbem.  Thoufhalt  alfo  take  thereof  a  few  in 
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tntmber^  and  hind  them  in  tlyjkirts.   fben  take  oftbem 
again,  and  caji  tbem  int$  the  midft  of  the  fin,  and  burn 
ikm  in  the  fire ;  for  thereof fbaU  afire  comeferth  into 
all  the  bmfe  oflfraeU    Ezekiel  v.  i>  2, 3,  4.    This 
prophet  is  a  type  of  Cbrift  the  great  prophet  in  his 
incarnation,  and  therefore  is  repeatedly  called  the  Jon 
of  man  from  one  end  of  his  book  to  the  other^  a$ 
Chrift  calls  himfelf  throughout  his  whole  golpd. 
Now  the  Mefiiah  had  caufed  the  national  church  of 
Ifrael  to  cleave  to  him,  their  king  and  head,  as 
Ezekiers  hair  had  cleaved  to  his  head  \  and  they 
were  as  helplefs  without  him  as  the  prophet's  hair 
when  fevered  from  his  head.     Cutting  off  the  hair 
prefigured  the  fword  of  war,  Chaldean  and  Roman^ 
and  Ifrael's  banilhment  and  feparation  from  God's 
temple,  and  his  prefence  there.     Weighing  the  hair 
ihewed  his  jufl  dealings  with  them  1    they  were 
weighed  in  the  balances  and  found  wanting.  Divide 
ing  the  hair  fhewed  their  different  calamities  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  their  crimes.     One  part  was  to 
he  burnt,  which  fhewed  the  fire  of  God's  jcaloufy, 
and  that  fome  fhould  be  burnt  in  Jerufalem,  and 
fome  roafted  in  the  fire  in  Babylon.     Jer.  xxix.  22. 
Another  part  was  to  be  /mitten  with  a  knife.    Tbtfe 
were  to  befcattered  into  the  wind,  and  numbered  to  the 
fword.    And  a  few  in  number  were  to  be  bound  in  the 
prophet's  fkirt.     Thefc  were  thofe  that  the  Lord  bid 
to  live  when  hepaffed  by  them  andfpread  hisfkirt  over 
them.     Ezekiel  xvi.  8.     Ncverthelefs,   even  thefd 
were  to  be  put  into  the  fire,  the  furnace  of  afflidion; 
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and  another  prophet  tells  us  who  they  were,  yind 
I  vnll  bring  the  third  part  through  thejire^  and  I  will 
refine  them  asjiher  is  refined^  and  I  will  try  them  as  gold 
is  tried:  tbeyjhall  call  on  my  name,  and  I  will  hear 
them  ;  /  will  Jay  ^  It  is  my  people  \  and  they  Jhall  Jay  ^ 
The  I/frd  is  my  God.  Zcch.  xiii.  9.  Andjrom  thefe  a 
Jire  was  to  go  out  into  all  the  houje  oflfraeU  And  this 
was  fulfilled  in  the  apoftlcs'  days  %  they  took  hold  of 
the  Jkirt  ofhitH  that  was  a  Jewy  and  he  made  them 
the  light  of  the  worlds  and  by  the  cloven  tongue  the 
Lord  nmde  theje  his  minijlers  a  flaming  fire,  and  the 
whole  houfe  of  Ifrael  that  oppofed  their  doftrine 
was  as  ftubhle  before  them  j  and  the  day  of  the  Lord, 
that  burnt  as  an  oven,  left  neither  root  nor  branch  of 
them  in  the  land  of  Ifrael.  Samfon's  hairs  were  his 
wcakeft  members,  but  here  lay  the  Lord's  power; 
and  {o  it  is  now,  the  weakeft  fouls  that  cleave  tof 
Chrift  have  the  greateft  fhare  of  promifed  ftrength. 
"Let  the  weak  Jay,  I  am  ftrong.  3V  them  that  have  no 
might  he  increqfeth  flrength,  for  his  ftrength  is  made 
pcrfeft  in  weaknefs.  Heaps  upon  heaps,  with  the  jaw- 
bone  of  anajs  have  I  flain  a  tboufand  men :  true,  and 
the  jaw-bone  is  flaying  ftill,  and  that  with  a  much 
greater  flaughter. 
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XV. 

THE  KEAVENLT  BBlDEGROOMj  AND  HIS  VIR6IK 

COMPANY. 

l^befi  are  tbey  which  were  not  defiled  with  women,  far 
they  are  virgins.    Rev.  xiv.  4. 

Iw  the  preceding  chapter  we  have  an  account  of 
the  beail  of  Rome  and  his  religibn,  of  his  admirers 
and  followers,  of  his  adherents  and  worfhippers  ; 
confiding  of  fuch  perfons  as  have  not  their  names 
written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life:  like  wife  of  the 
cruelty  the  pope  has  exercifed  upon  the  faints  in 
killing  thofe  who  would  not  fubmit  to  his  pernicious 
doftrines. 

In  this  chapter  we  have  an  account  of  the  everlafi^ 
ing  gofpel  being  preached  to  every  nation^  kindred,  tongue^ 
and  people  ;  of  the  hour  of  Chrift's  judgment  being 
come,  when  he  will  avenge  the  blood  of  his  faints 
by  executing  judgment  on  them  that  (hed  iti  and 
of  the  fall  of  Babylon.  After  which  we  read  of  a 
vaft  number  of  fouls  called  and  converted  to  Chrift, 
expreffcd  figuratively  by  an  hundred  and  forty  and 
four  thoufand  \  all  of  wliom  appear  in  an  open  pro- 
fefiion  of  faith,  and  are  reprefentcd  as  (landing  on 
mount  Zion,  which  is  the  militant  church  on  earth, 

•  diftin- 
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diftinguifhcd  from  the  triumphant  church,  which  is 
called  the  heavenly  Jenifalem, 

In  this  blelTed  company  the  Lamb  of  God  isjeen 
Jiandingy  he  being  the  head  of  the  church,  and  now 
Handing  up  to  plead  the  caufe  of  his  people  againfl: 
their  enemies,  and  as  gathering  them  together  to 
bimfelf.  The  various  voices  of  this  company  arc 
faid  to  be  from  heaven,  becaufe  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  was  already  fet  up  in  their  hearts;  and  be- 
caufe  their  birth,  happy  deliverance,  and  happy  ftate,  * 
were  all  from  heaven.  Their  voices  arc  compared 
to  many  waters,  expreffive  of  the  large  concourfc  of 
ibuls  now  flocking  to  Chrift;  and  to  thunder,  iigni*- 
fying  their  loud  acclamations  of  joy,  and  their  tri- 
umphs over  their  enemies ;  and  to  barps^  expreffive 
of  the  melody  of  their  fouls.  Aid  they  fang  a  new 
Jmgy  which  none  cculd  learn  but  thofe  that  were  with 
the  Lamb  on  mount  Zion.  This  is  peculiarly  one  of 
the  fongs  of  Zion,  which  cannot  be  fung  by  a 
ftranger  in  a  (Irange  land  ;  none  but  pardoned  fouls^ 
who  have  the,  application  of  the  atonement  on 
them,  can  lay,  7bou  baft  redeemed  us. 

nefd'  are  they  which  w^e  not  defiled  with  women, 
for  they  are  virgins.  At  firft  fight  thi&  company 
appears  a  perfect  band  indeed^  efpecially  if  we  coiv- 
iider  that  not  only  adultery  and  fornication  are  in* 
tended  by  this  defilemeni^  but  that  be  that  looks  onawo^ 
man  andlufts  after  her  bath  committed  adultery  with  her 
already  in  bis  heart..  To  be  free  from  this  defilement 
in  cy^ry  fcnfc,  ia  thought,  look,  defirc,  word,  and 
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deed,  is  efcaping  the  corruption  of  this  mijerabk  world 
with  a  witnefs.  Neither  Abraham,  Jacob,  David, 
or  Solomon^  could  (land  among  this  numbers  for 
they  had  all  of  them  other  women  befi(}es  their  law* 
ful  wives,  for  which  they  had  no  command,  leave,  or 
grant,  from  God ;  for  from  the  heginrdng  it  was  notfo^ 

Lamech  fet  this  6rft  bad  example,, who  is  not  to 
be  followed  in  any  fenfe>  beingof  the  race  of  Cain; 
he  was  a  polygamid,  and,  like  his  father,  a  mur-i 
derer.  The  example  God  fet  to  the  world  was,  form* 
ing  one  woman  for  one  man,  and  marrying  thefe 
two,  calling  them  no  more  twain,  but  one  fiefh^ 
Mai.  ii.  15. 

Virgin  is  the  pure  name  which  is  given  to  all  the 
followers  of  Chrift,  whether  gracious  or  graceleis. 
I'en  virgins  went  forth  to  meet  the  hidegroomfjlve  were 
tvi/e^  and  fhe  were  foolijb.  The  five  wife  virgins 
which  entered  into  the  marriage  chamber  had  oil 
in  their  veffels,  or  the  Spirit's  grace  in  their  hearts  ; 
and  the  foolifli  had  not,  on  which  account  they  were 
difpwned  by  the  bridegroom :  and  no  wonder,  when 
the  fcriptures  declare  that,  if  any  man  have  not  tb^ 
Spirit  of  Chrift^  he  is  none  ofhis^nox  will  he  ever  be 
acknowledged  by  him, 

Thefe  virgins  mentioned  in  this  paffage  ZKfpi^ 
ritual  virgins.  Thetf  bridegroom  is  the  Iqfi  Jdanh 
the  quickening  Spirit^  who  now  inhabits  zjpiritudl iody 
as  we  all  Ihall  at  the  end  of  time.  His  virgins  there* 
fore  are  not  earthly,  but  Ipiritual  or  heavenly  vir^ 
gins  J  for^  usisJbehfavenly^fucb  are  ihey  alfo  ttatm^ 

heavenly^ 
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hemtdy^for  they  hear  bis  image ;  and,  as  is  the  earthy^ 
Jmb  are  they  alfo  thai  are  earthy. 

A  wife  and  Ipiritual  virgin^  in  the  fenfe  of  fcrip- 
Xxxtty  is  one  that  is  a  partaker  of  the  Spirit  ofChriftj 
into  whofe  heart  the  word  of  iruth  has.  come  with 
power,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  i  who  believes  in 
Chrift,  has  a  heart  purified  by  faith,  and  by  faith  is  * 
juftifiedj  having  his  rigbteoufnefs  imputed,  appre- 
hended, and  enjoyed  by  the  faith  of  him.  Chrift  always 
itceives  his  fpoufe  in  the  wedding  garment  wliich  he 
has  wrought  out  for  her ;  this  is  c^tA  Jpreading  bis 
JIart  over  bert  entering  into  covenant  with  her,  andjbe 
becomes  bis.  £zek.  xvi.  8.  He  never  received  Adam 
nor  Eve  into  fellowlhip  with  himfelf  till  he  himfclf 
had  clothed  them  i  nor  the  prodigal  fon  till  the  bed 
robe  was  put  upon  him;  then,  but  not  till  then^  does 
he  feed  on  the  fatted  calf,  and  wear  the  ring. 

Furthermore,  a  fpiritual  virgin  is  one  that  has  the 
love  of  God  ihed  abroad  in  her  heart,  who  has  ipi- 
ritual afFe&ions,  who  loves  Chrift  and  cleaves  to 
him  I  for  this  is  the  bond  of  unipn,  and  luch  are  one 
fpirit  with  Jefus ;  he  loves  them,  and  they  love  him. 
For  I  have  ejfoujedyou  to  one  hujband,  that  I  may  pre-' 
Jent  you  a  'cbafte  virgin  to  Chrift.  2  Con  xi.  2*  Paul 
had  been  inftrumental  in  the  converfion  of  theie  Co«* 
rinthians,  and  be  bad  commended  them  to  the  hard  on 
whom  they  believed.  But  what  were  the  characters 
of  thcfe  Corinthians  previous  to  their  efpoufals  ?  I 
tofwer,  fo  bad,  that  they  will  bear  no  inveftigation. 
Know  ye  not  that  the  unrighteous  Jhali  not  inherit  the 
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king  Jem  of  God?   Be  not  deceived :  neither  fornicators^ 
nor  idolaters i  nor  adulter ersy  nor  effeminate^  nor  ahufers  of 
themfehes  with  mankind^  nor  thieves ^  nor  covetous^  nor 
drunkards  J  nor  revilers,  nor  extortioners  jjball  inherit  the 
kingdom  (f  God.  Andfucb  werefome  of  you  j  but  ye  are 
wajbedy  but  ye  are  fanSifiedy  but  ye  arejuftifiedin  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jefus^  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God. 
I  Cor.  vi.  9, 10,  II.     Here  we  may  fee  the  caufe 
of  their  virgin  purity  j  they  were  walhcd  in  Chrift's 
blood,  fanftificd  by  his  Spirit,  juftified  and  enrobed 
in  his  rightcoufnefsj  and  fuch  are  fpiritual  virgins. 
We  muft  confider  alfo  that  there  are  two  forts  of 
whores  mentioned  in  fcripture :  the  one  is  a  carnal 
whore,  that  defiles  the  bodies  of  men  i  He  that  com^ 
mits  fornication  Jins  againji  his  own  body,  and  makes  the 
members  of  Chrift  the  members  of  an  harlot :  the  other 
are  fpiritual  whores^  that  defile  the  fouls  of  men. 
Thcfe  Tstfalfe  churches^  bearing  the  name  of  Chrift 
without  being  partakers  of  his  divine  nature ;  as  a 
whore  takes  the  name  of  the  man  that  keeps  her,  to 
hide  her  (hame,  when  (he  never  was  lawfully  joined 
%o  him.  Hence  we  read  fo  much  about  thefe  fpiritual 
whores  in  the  Proverbs  j  who  call  to  paffengers  that 
go  right  on  their  way;  who  deceive  the  fimple ;  who 
talk  much  of  peace  offerings,  and  of  paying  their 
vows  i  who  coil  down  many  wounded^  and  have  flain 
many  (Irong  men  i  that  is,  not  ftrong  men  in  faith^ 
but  ftrong  in  themfelvcs.    Thefe  whores  arc  faid  to 
forfaie  the  guide  of  their  youth y  and  to  forget  the  covenant 
of  their  God  \  which  is  their  whoredom:  and  fuch 
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are  idolaters  and  heretics.  One  holds  falfe  gods, 
and  the  other  falfe  doftrinesj  and  both  have  tbeir 
gttefis  in  the  depths  of  bell. 

Thefe  whores  defile  the  mind  widi  herefy,  and 
make  fouls  drunk  v/ith  the  fpirit  of  error,  which  is 
called  the  wine  of  fornication.  They  throw  falfe 
gloffes  upon  the  fcriptures,  blind  the  underftanding, 
and  alienate  the  afFedtions  from  Chrift  and  his  co- 
venant ;  and  lead  fouls  to  truft ;  in  diemfelves,  in 
their  own  righteoufnefe,  in.  lies  and  falfchood,  and 
in  heart  to  cleave  to  the  father  of  lies.  And  all 
fuch  liars  will  go  with  the  devil  and  his  angds  at 
lafl;  for  no  liars  can  enter  the  heavenly  city* 

Hence  we  read  of  Jezebel  in  this  book,  who  calls 
herfelf  a  propbete/it  who /educes  the  Ijfrd's  /ervanis% 
and  of  the  wbore  ofBabyhn^  mlh  %vbomthe  iin^s  of 
the  eartb  have  committed  fornication^  in  circulating 
and  cftabli(hingp<?^^  in  theircountries  5  and  hence 
Ihe  is  faid  to  make  all  nations  drunk  with  the  wine  of 
her  fornication :  this  is  ipiritual  drunkennefr  and 
fpiricual  whoredom  i  and  both  of  the  devil,  who  ii 
a  foul  fpirit. 

But  thefe  Ipiritual  virgins  were  not  defiled  with  thefe 
fpritual  whores^  nor  with  any  open  or  fcandalous 
fins.  They  protefted  againft  them  and  their  un- 
cicannefs  j  they  held  the  myftery  of  faith  in  a  pure 
confcience,  and  perfevered  in  the  faith  of  Chrift  and 
in  newnefs  of  life,  and  worlhipped  God  in  fpirit  and^ 
in  truth;  neither  their  mind  nor  their  confciencc 
were  defiled* 

Moreover, 
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Mortblftry  we  muft  confider  that  the  virgifiity  of 
xKit  hearetily  company  is  menfloncd  in  th^  prcfent 
tcnfcj  they  are  virgins  ^  which  is  exprefllvc  of  what 
tJiey  are  in  Chrift  JefUi ;  and  what  they  are  is  all 
df  gi^acc,  hot  of  natuifc  j  for  all  by  nature  and  by 
fin  are  uncUan  ibifigs.  All  which  fliews  their  happy 
and  bleflcd  ftftte  in  Chrift.  Theft  are  they  which 
were  not  defiled  with  Women,  for  they  are  virgins. 
Thcfe  arc  they  Which  follow  the  Lamb  whitherib- 
ever  he  goeth.  iTheic  wtre  redeemed  from  ^fnong 
iii*D,  being  the  fiHt  frtiits  unto  God,  and  to  the 
liartib.  And  in  their  mouth  Ultras  foiind  no  guile ; 
for  they  ar^  without  fault  before  the  throne  df  God. 
Rev.  xir.  4,  5.  All  which  expreflcs  their  being  re- 
deemed and  cleanfed  from  fin  in  the  blood  of  Chrift ; 
Ae  purity  of  their  doflrinej  and  the  finccrity  of  their 
hearts^  being  free  from  bypocrify  or  guile  j  and  of 
their  ftandihg  h&  in  Chrift,  who  appears  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  God  for  them  j  and  they  are  complete  in 
him,  and  it  him  without  fault  before  the  throne  of 
God. 


XVI.   THE 


(    219    ) 


XVt 

THE  B0TALI8T  AND  TUS  HEBEL^  OR^  TH£  SOX 
OF  PEACE  IK  PERPETUAL  WAR. 

F^  I  know  that  in  me  {that  is  in  tnyfiejb)  dxbelktb  no 
good  thing  j  for  to  will  is  fnjint  with  ip/j  hut  how  ttt 
perform  that  which  is  good  IJind  not.  Rom .  vii.  i  S« 

This  chapter  has  been,  ^  ilill  ir,  a  fad  itum-* 
Uiog  block  in  the  way  of  ibme  perfons,  who  boaft" 
of  ability  to  perform  whatever  the  law  of  God 
requires ;  they  talk  not  only  of  a  will  which  the 
apoftle  had»  but  of  a  power  of  their  own>  which  is 
what  he  had  not*  The  intention  of  the  Holy  Ohoft 
in  this  chapter  is  to  encourage  thofe,  who  are  par^ 
takers  of  the  dirine  nature^  to  go  on  in  a  perpetual 
war  with  the  fie(h  without  difbouragement ;  and 
lil^ewife  it  is  intsended  to  foreftall  the  market  of 
thofe  boaftcrs^  who  haye  nothing  to  let  forth  but 
their  own  fufficiency^  and  to  prove  all  to  be  carnal 
who  pretend  to  any  confidence  in  the  ficfh.  To 
cvadcj  therefore,  the  light  and  force  of  this  chapter, 
feme  of  thefe  proud  doers  infift  upon  it  that  Paul 
i$  heit  fpeaking  of  what  he  himfclf  was  when  in 
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m  unconverted  ftate :  but  it  is  not  likely  that  he 
ihould  then  Jeligbt  in  the  law  of  God  after  tbt  inner 
many  when  there  was  no  fuch  man  in  him  >  or  that 
the  law  in  his  members  Jbould  war  againji  the  law  of 
his  mindj  when  he  was  alive  without  any  law  at  all. 
Others  conjefture  that  he  is  (peaking  in  the  perfon 
of  ibme  other  man^  who  is  in  an  unregenerate  ftate : 
but^  if  this  was  the  cafe^  Paul  could  not  call  the 
man  whom  he  perfonated  himfelf  as  he  has  done 
kcrc :  So  then  with  the  mind  I  myfelf  ferve  the  law 
§f  Gody  hut  with  theflefh  the  law  of  fin.  But  thefc 
things  need  iiot  be  wondered  at,  (ince  we  read  f(^ 
much  of  hard  hearts^  feared  confciences^  and  fouls 
paft  feeling.  Every  foul  that  is  engaged  in  this 
war  has  two  natures  in  him>  or  elfe  there  can  be  no 
war  at  all ;  he  is.  a  comfany  of  two  armies  (Song* 
▼i*  I3)>  having  a  love  to  God  and  a  ipirit  that  lufts 
10  envy;  a  fighting  faith  and  the  refiftance  of  un* 
belief;  a  good  principle  and  a  bias  to  evil ;  the  grace  * 
of  patience  and  a  natural  pccvifhnefi.  Where  this 
war  is  not  feen  there  is  no  light,  and  where  this  war 
is  not  felt  there  is  no  life.  Fleih  and  blood  nrmft- 
needs  boaft  and  triiimph,  becouie  there-is  no  grace 
to  fubdue  it.  That  king  walks  boldly  againji  whom 
there  is  no  rifing  up ;  and  that  king  is/;f,  which  Ihews 
itfelf  plain  enough  in  pride,  falfehood,  and  ielf-rrgh-- 
teoufncfs.  And  fure  I  am  that  a  man  need  no  worfe 
fins  than  tbefe  to  reign  in  his  mortal  body,  for 
cither  of  them  is  fufficicnt  to  exclude  him  from  the 
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kingdom  of  God.  But  the  apoftle  advanced  what 
he  knew  to  be  true ;  /  know  that  in  m^^  that  is  in 
myflejb^  dwelletb  no  good  thing.    This 

Knowledge  was  not  in  theory^  it  was  not  head 
knowledge,  nor  did  he  learn  it  at  the  feet  of  Gama- 
liel ;  for  in  his  natural  date  be  was  alive  without  the 
kw  i  and  Jin  was  dead^  and  lay  ftill;  and,  as  touching 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law>  he  thought  he  was 
blamelefs ;  and  he  lived,  after  the  moil  ftrideft  fed: 
of  the  Jewifli  religion,  a  pharifee  of  the  pharifees* 
This  was  Paul's  ftate  of  flelhly  perfeftion ;  and  this 
is  all  the  fleflily  perfedion  that  is  to  be  found  in  the 
world  now.  That  which  ffiripped  Paul  of  this  delu* 
five  covering,  and  expedation  of  life  from  the  law  of 
works,  was  the  Ipiritual  and  powerful  entrance  of  the 
law  into  his  heart;  then  iisjin  revived^  and  he  diedi 
before  this  he  was  alive,  and  Jin  was  dead:  it  was  this 
which  made  that  flrange  turn  in  aflFairs  with  Paul. 
Then,  as  foon  as  fin  revived  and  he  died,  the  Holy 
Spirit  quickened  his  foul  to  a  life  of  faith  i  and  the 
grace  of  God  waged  war  with  Paul's  reviving  fm ; 
and  it  carried  that  war  on  as  long  as  Paul  lived  in 
this  world.  The  flefli  lufteth  againft  the  ipirit,  and 
the  fpirit  againll  the  fle(h.  I  know  that  in  me^  that  is 
in  myflejb^  dwelletb  no  good  thing.  Paul  was  illumi- 
nated, fo  that  he  could  fee  the  law  of  the  Spirit,  and 
the  other  law  too ;  IJee  another  law  in  my  memhers^ 
toarring  againji  the  law  of  my  mind.  It  is  a  law  that 
calls  for  obedience,  it  wants  to  be  obeyed  in  the  lujls 
thereof  I  it  is  a  law  that  calls  continually,  more  or 
kis,  for  gratification ;  and  it  is  not  only  a  law  that 

calls 


(  til  > 

calls  for  obedience^  but  ie  is  a  law  chat  has  fomc 
power  to  enforce  its  commands ;  //  Mf^s  me  into 
captivity  to  the  law  ef  fin^  which  is  in  my  members. 
I  not  only  fee  it,  but  I  am  quiclcened  to  fed  it.  We 
that  have  the firft fruits  of  the  Spirit^  even  we  ourf elves 
groan  within  ourf  elves-,  groan,  being  burdened.  He 
not  only  faw  it^  and  felt  it,  but  his  foul  was  influenced 
to  hate  it.  Il^at  I  hate,  that  do  L  Yea,  h€  viewed 
it  as  the  iburce  of  all  his  miiery.  O  wretched  man 
that  I  am  !  who  pall  deliver  mi  from  the  body  of  this 
death  f  I  thank  my  God  through  Jefus  Chrifl. 

But  what  are  we  to  underftand  by  the  9iotAflefb 
in  my  text  ?  Not  his  body  ftriftly  fo  called,  for  there 
were  many  good  things  in  that*  He  loved  God ; 
and  he  that  loveth  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  dwelletb 
in  him.  He  lived  j  yet  not  he,  but  Chriji  lived  in 
him :  his  body  was  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  He 
had  the  firft  fruits  of  the  Spirit ;  yea,  the  life  alfo  of 
Jefus  was  manifeft  in  bis  mortal flefi.  2  Cor.  iv.  ii. 
He  had  the  myftcrics  of  God  in  him;  yea,  the 
fulnefs  of  the  bkffings  of  the  gofpel  of  peace, 
the  greateft  gifts,  and  every  needful  grace,  dwelt 
richly  irr  him.  He  had  all-  this  glorious  treafure 
in  his  earthen  veffel,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power 
might  be  of  Gody  and  not  of  him.  He  had  a  new 
heart,  and  the  law  of  God  written  upon  the  fleflily 
tables  of  it.  He  had  the  fear  of  God  planted  in 
him,  and  the  ftrength  of  God  was  made  pcrfeft  in 
his  weaknefs ;  therefore  by  flefli  he  cannot  mean 
his  human  body. 

Moreover,  the  body  often  Ihares  in  the  joys  of  the 
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Spirit;  and  the  very  countenance  of  the  bo^jr  wlH 
proclaim  the  health  of  the  fouL  If  the  foul  is 
lively,  happy,  andjoyfiil,  the ify^  watches  Providence, 
the  esr  hears  the  gofpel  with  pleafure,  the  feet  go 
cheerfully  to  the  houfe  of  God,  and  the  bandf  are 
willing  to  work,  and  ready  to  communicate  j  yea, 
ibe  members  of  the  body  (which  in  a  ftate  of  nature 
neere  injiruments  of  unrigbteou/nefs  u»Uofin)  through 
grace  areyielded  as  inftruments  of  right eoufnefs  unto  God. 
Rom.  vi,  13.  But,  when  the  foul  is  cbaftened for  fit^ 
the  beauty  of  the  body  confumes  like  a  motb  under  the 
rod  s  and,  when  it  is  in  a  ftarving  condition,  the 
body  feels  it,  and  complains.  My  foul  bmgetby  yea^ 
toen  fmntetb  for  the  courts  of  the  Lord:  my  heart  and 
nrffiefb  crieth  out  for  the  living  God.  Pfalm  Ixxxiv.  2. 
Befides,  the  Lord  is  thefaviour  of  the  body  as  well  as 
the  foul  J  therefore  this  body  cannot  be  what  the 
apoftle  calls  fiejh  in  my  text.  James  makes  a  dif- 
tinftion  between  the  members  of  the  body  and  fin 
that  works  in  them.  From  whence  come  wax^s  and 
^^tings  among  you  ?  Come  they  not  hence — even  of  your 
lujlsj  that  war  in  your  members  ?  James  xv.  i. 

This  evil  principle  goes  by  various  names  in 
fcripture.  It  is  called  the  tvil  imagination.  And 
Godfaw  that  the  wickednefs  of  man  w^s  great  in  theeartb^ 
and  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  bis 
beart^was  only  evil  continually.  Gen.  vi.  5.  Peter 
calls  \lflejbly  lujls^  which  war  againft  thefouL  James 
calls  it  lufts  which  war  in  the  members.  But  Chrift 
calls  it,  as  our  apoftle  doth,/^/^  j  T^at  which  is  bom 

of 


(  ^H  ) 

^tUJUJhU  JUfii  mi  that  which  is  horn  tfthe  Spi^ 
fit  is  J^t.  John  iii.  6.  By  which  the  Lord  doth 
AOt  mean  that  every  perfon  who  is  bom  into  this 
world  is  nodiing  but  flefli,  for  that  is  not  the  truth : 
a  man  is  boni  with  a  fpirit  as  well  as  a  body:  he 
comes  into  this  world  with  a  reafonable  foul  as  well 
as  a  body  of  flefli :  nor  d6th  he  mean  that  every  one 
who  is  born  again  is  nothing  but  fpirit,  for  that 
is  not  matter  of  [fa£):  %  becaufe  a  man  who  is  bom 
again  ftill  retjuns  a  body  of  flefh  and  blood,  and 
even  thaf  very  body  itfelf  is  called  tbt  temple  of  the 
Holy  Gbeft  who  dwells  in  him. 

And  it  (bould  be  remarked  that  the  Lord,  in  the 
above  paflage,  is  not  fpeaking  of  a  petftrnt  but  of  a 
thing :  not  of  a  man^  ftridly  confidered,  but  of  a 
principle  in  man ;  of  the  effedt  of  a  natural  birth, 
and  of  the  cScA  of  a  Ipiritual  birth ;  and  it  is  clear 
that  the  words  are  not  Ipoken  in  tht  t»a/culine  gender^ 
but  in  the  neuter.  He  doth  not  fay  be  or  him  s  but 
that  which  is  born  of  the  flefh  is  flefh,  and  that 
which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  fpirit.  To  be  fhort, 
the  Saviour  fhews  that  all  the  eledt,  as  well  as  others, 
come  into  this  world  with  nothing  in  them,  either 
in  body  or  in  foul,  but  fin ;  that  nothing  clean  can 
ctrne  out  of  an  unclean  thing  i  and  therefore  that  all 
who  fee  the  kingdom  of  God  mud:  be  born  again ; 
and,  when  they  are  born  again,  that  a  new  prhiciple 
of  grace  is  produced  in  them,  under  the  operations 
of  the  Holy  Ghofl:  5  and  that  even  then  both  thcfe 
principles  which  I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  that  of 
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the  flefli,  which  h  fkfli,  and  that  of  the  Spirit,  which 
is  fpirit ;  will  be  found  and  remain  in  that  very  re- 
newed man  as  long  as  he  is  in  this  world.  No«r 
for  a  man  to  refufe  to  gratify  that  which  is  born  of 
the  flclh,  Chrift  calls  a  dewfing  rfbimfelfi  and  to  bear 
the  oppofition  and  war  between  the  fkfli  and  the 
Spirit,  is  taking  up  bis  crojs  daily ;  which  war  is  the 
worft  part  of  the  crofs,  for  we  have  that  when  we 
lave  no  other ;  and  all  others  would  fit  eafy,  w^re 
we  free  from  that.  To  be  led  by  the  Spirit,  and  in- 
fluenced by  his  grace,  the  Lord  calls  a  coming  after 
hini.  He  that  will  come  after  me  let  bim  deny  bimfdf^ 
and  take  up  bis  crofs  daily  and  follow  me ;  and  where  I 
am  tberefhall  alfo  myjervant  be* 

Paul  calb  this  fle&ly  principle  a  law  in  his  mem- 
bers,  the  other  the  law  of  his  mind :  the  former  the 
old  man,  the  latter  the  new  man.  Peter  calls  the 
former  flcflily  lufts,  the  latter  the  bidden  man  of  tbe 
heart.  James  calls  the  one  lufis  in  tbe  members^  the 
other  tbe  wifdom  that  is  from  abovf,  which  is  peace- 
ai!e,  pure,  eajy  to  he  entreated^  without  partiality^  and 
without  hypocrify.  But,  when  Paul  would  make  the 
matter  quite  plain,  be  caUs  the  out  Jin,  and  tbe  other 
grace.  Sih  fl^all  hot  have  dominion  <roer you  i  Grac£ 
Jball  reign :  and  then  he  (hews  us  at  large  both  the 
one  and  the  other.  Now  the  works  of  thefiefb  are 
manifeft,  which  are  tl^Je ;  adultery,  fornication,  undean-^ 
nefsy  l^civioujhe/s,  idolatry,  witchcraft,  hatred,  vari^ 
once,  emulations,  wrath,  Jirife, /editions,  herefies,  erruy^ 
iffgfn  murder Sy  Arunkennefs,  reveUings.  Gal.  y.  ^g,  20, 
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1  r .  This  is  what  Paul  calls  thtflejby  and  the  works 
of  it,  in  all  which  dwells  no  good  thing.  The  new 
man  is  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  and  is  de- 
fcribed  as  the  fruit  of  him  thus:  But  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  is  lovfyjey,  peace,  long-fufferingy  gentlenefs,  good* 
mjsyfaithy  meeknefs,  temperance.  Gal.  v.  a2,  aj.  And 
then  follows  what  the  Lord  calls  a  denying  ielf,  and 
taking  up  the  crofs ;  Tb^  that  are  Cbrift* shave  cru- 
ciftcd  the  fiejhy  with  the  affe3ions  (pafllons)  and  lu/is. 
Here  the  apolUe  calls  the  above  evil  works  Jlejb 
again,  as  he  doth  in  my  text  j  and,  by -virtue  of  an 
union  with  Chrift>  and  the  iharp  exercife  of  a  daily 
crofs,  the  Befh,  with  its  lufts  and  pafllons,  are  cru- 
cified J  and  by  the  blefled  Spirit  they  arc  mortified ; 
If  ye  through  the  Spirit  do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  hody^ 
yejhall  live.  Thus,  and  thus  only,  it  is  that  the  old 
man  is  put  off\  but  not  finally,  fo  as  for  us  to  b^ 
perfect  in  the  flefh,  or  perfedly  free  from  him :  no{ 
only  with  rcfpeft  to  our  not  appearing  in  him,  liv- 
ing in  him,  walking  in  him,  or  gratifying  of  him. 
Tut  offy  concerning  the  former  covoerfatimy  the  old  man. 
£ph.  iv.  22.  In  times  paflye  walked  according  to  the 
courje  of  this  world ,  according  to  the  prince  of  the  power 
if  the  airy  thefpirit  that  now  works  in  the  children  of 
difobedience  i  among  whom  dtfo  we  all  bad  our  convert 
faticn  in  times  pafty  in  the  lufts  oftheJUJbyfulfilHng  tbf 
defires  of  theflejhy  and  of  the  mini\  and  were  hy  nature 
the  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others.  Eph.  ii,  2,  3, 
This,  faith  Paul,  was  our  former  converfation ;  but 
ppW  put  ye  on  the  Lord  ^efus  Chrift^  and  walkdii 
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him ;  yea^  piit  on  the  new  man^  and  put  off,  as  cm-» 
€eming  the  former  cofrverjation^  the  old  man  with  bis 
deeds  J  which  is  corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful  lufts. 
But  it  is  one  thing  to  deny  Jelf  daily ^  and  another  thing 
to  dcftroy  felf  utterly,  by  free-will  and  human 
power ;  which  indeed  are  the  principal  parts  oifelf^ 
and  are  commanded  to  be  put  off*  and  denied;  for  it 
was  free*  wilL that  caft  Jonah  into  the  iea>  and  it  was 
human  power  that  brought  poor  Peter  to  burft  forth 
into  curfing  and  fwearing.  It  is  one  thing  to  put 
off  the  old  man>  and  another  thing  to  cail  him  out 
of  the  heart  for  good  and  all  \  but  to  drefs  him  up 
and  make  him  perfeSl  muft  be  the  mailer  piece  of 
all  human  performances ;  which  wretched  work  is 
all  labour  in  vain  j  for  flejb  and  bloody  as  before  de- 
fcribed,  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  \  neither  doth 
corruption  inherit  incorruption  1  for  that  which  is  born 
oftkeftejh  is  flefbj  and  will  never  be  better  j  and  that 
vaibich  is  horn  of  the  Spirit  isjpirit^  and  will  ever  con^ 
tinue  the  fame.     Now  for  Paul's  will. 

For  to  will  is  prejent  with  me,  but  how  to  perform 
that  which  is  good  I  find  not.  But  how  came  Paul  to 
be  fo  willing  to  do  good  ?  Why,  the  Lord  had  made 
him  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power.,  But  what  power 
was  that  ?  the  power  of  his  wrath,  or  the  power  of 
his  arm  ?  I  anfwer,  that  which  captivates  the  will 
above  all  other  power  is  the  power  of  God*s  love 
difplayed  in  the  death  of  Chrift  for  US;  and  then  the 
love  of  Chrift  in  eondefcending  to  lay  down  his  life 
ibr  us :  this  dying  love,  operating  upon  the  mifera- 
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bic  foul  of  an  awakened  finner,  leads  him  at  once 
CO  a  godly  forrow^  and  true  repentance,  which  raakes 
hini  fincerely,  yea  thankfully,  willing  to  yiel4  th« 
obedience  of  faith.  Son^  go  work  today  m  my  vine^ 
yardi  bui  be  anfwered  and /aid,  I  will  not  j  kui  afier^ 
wards  be  repented  and  went^  and  did  the  will  of  bis  Fa* 
ther.  Thus  God  influences  the  poor  fanner's  will ; 
and  he  niuft  not  only  give  him  inclination,  but  mo-» 
tion  alfo,  or  elfe  he  will  never  go.  God  works  in  us 
Iqtb  to  will  and  to  do  of  bis  own  good  pleqfure  i  for, 
when  he  has  made  a  poor  tinner  willing  to  choofe 
the  better  part,  that  helplefs  tinner  ftands  (lock  ftill 
till  a  frelh  power  be  communicated,  fot  he  can  go 
no  further  (and  he  knows  it)  until  God  is  pleaicd 
to  influence  him  to  aft  :  both  thefe,  (he  wUl  and 
the  power^  are  of  God  i  and  Ibmetimes  we  c^n  find 
the  one  when  we  cannot  feel  the  other. 

D^vid  fets  his  heart  upon  building  a  houfe  for 
God,  and  is  determined  to  do  it ;  anJ  die  prophet 
tells  him  to  do'it,  for  God  was  with  him.  Here 
was  David's  will,  and  he  did  well  that  it  was  in  hi^ 
heart ;  and  God  promifed  to  build  him  a  fure  houfei 
yet  God  works  npt  in  him  to  do,  but  fays  befhail  noe 
build  it  i  bus  bisfonJhalU  David  drew  the  plan  of  it^^ 
and  made  provifion  for  the  building  of  it ;  then  bid 
his  fon  to  dojt,  and  told  the  elders  of  Ifracl  to  affift 
him  in  it ;  and  this  w^$  doing  all  th^t  E)avid  could 
or  might  do. 

Abraham's  will  was  to  kill  Ifaac,  and  the  will 
paflcd  for  the  deed.    The  poor  widow  too,  (he  was 
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willing  to  enrich  the  trcafury  j  but,  having  only  two 
mites,  it  went  but  a  little  way  in  fupporting  the 
fcfvice  of  God  and  the  prieftliood.  Some  are  wil- 
ling to  pntertain  a  poor  brother  in  the  faith ;  but, 
when  all  comes  to  all,  they  can  afford  no  more  than 
a  cup  of  cold  water  towards  it;  and  fuch  (hall  in  no 
wife  lofe  their  reward  j  for^  if  there  hefirft  a  willmg 
mind,  it  is  accepted  according  to  what  a  man  bat  by  and 
not  according  /«  what  be  bntb  not. — ^Whcre  noriiing 
.can  be  had  the  king  mufllofe  his  right    . 

Mary  was  determined  in  her  heart  to  perfume  and 
to  anoint  the  Lord's  body  after  his  death  j  but,  be- 
ing fearful  that  fhe  ftioold  not  be  able  to  perform  it, 
.(he  came  to  him  before  he  was  dead  and  did  it. 
The  Lord  faid.  She  bath  done  what  Jhe  could,  Jbe  is 
come  beforebandy  not  after  my  death,  to  anoint  me  to 
the  burial  t  not  after,  as  a  funeral  rite.  And  it  was 
well  taken.  IVhy  trouble  ye  the  woman  ?  She  bath 
*:orougbt  a  good  work  upon  me.  And,  if  the  apoftles 
had  known  the  inward  workings  of  her  mind,  and 
the  melting  love  of  her  foul,  they  would  not  have 
worried  the  poor  creature  as  they  did  about  the 
wafte  or  coft  of  the  ointment  What  can  be  wafted 
upon  the  Heir  of  all  things  ?  Or  what  is  three  hun- 
dred pence,  or  three  hundred  thoufand  million 
pounds,  when  compared  to  the  dying  love  of  Chrift 
in  the  heart? 

.  The  apoftles  were  willing  to  go  with  Chrift  both 
.to  prifon  and  to  death  j  and  they  all  faid  they  would 
,do  it.  Markxiv.  31 ;  but  the  Lord  did  not  work  in 
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them  to  do,  and  therefore  they  all  forfook  him  and 
fled ;  and  they  were  willing  to  watch  with  him^  but 
fcould  not;  and  they  were  fo  vexed  with  thcmfelves, 
and  fo  afliamed  on  account  of  it,  when  he  afked 
them,  IVbati  could  ye  not  watch  with  me  one  hour  ?  that 
they  wijf  not  what  to  anjwer  him.  Mark  xiv.  40. 
Their  Jpirit  was  willing^  but  their  flejh  was  weak. 
Thus  to  will  was  prefent  with  PauL  I  would  do  gQod\ 
hut,  when  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  frefent  with  me. 

And  bow  to  perform  that  which  is  good  I  find  not. 
Paul  could  not  do  except  God  worked  in  him  to  do* 
Paul  felt  his  need  of  divine  ftrength;  Icon  do  dll 
things  through  Cbrijl  whofirengtheneth  me4  Paul's  per- 
formances were  not  the  works  of  the  flefti,  nor  dead 
works ;  /  laboured  more  abundantly  than  they  all,  yet 
not  /,  but  the  grace  of  God  that  was  in  me.  His  were 
the  works  of  faith,  and  he  wanted  faith  in  exercife. 
He  calls  his  labours  the  labours  of  love ^  and  tells  us 
that  the  love  ofCbrift  conftrained  him.  His  ^ztfervice 
in  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit^  and  he  wanted  the  Spirit's 
adiftance,  influence,  and  operations.  How  could 
he  fpeak  without  a  door  of  utterance  given  to 
him  ?  How  could  he  pray  unlefs  the  Spirit  helped 
his  infirmities?  How  could  his  miniftry  prolper 
if  God  did  not  give  teflimony  to  the  word  of  his 
grace  ?  And  thefe  things  he  did  not  always  find 
powerfully  with  him.  Paul  knew  that  the  excel- 
lency of  the  power  was  of  God,  and  not  of  him, 

w 

This  wind  blows  when  and  where  it  lifteth;  and, 
•unlefs  it  doth  blow,   the  ipiccs  cannot  flow  out. 
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The  Spirit  beftdws  his  various  gifts  fevcrally  as  be 
will,  and  works  them  in  all  who  have  them  3  and  then 
he  works  in  and  upon  them  when  he  plcafeth.  Paul 
went  fometimes  bound  in  the  fpirit,  and  at  other 
times  he  had  no  reft^  becaufe  he  found  not  Titus; 
at  Rome  he  wanted  a  door  of  utterance ;  and  again, 
his  preaching  was  in  much  fear  and  trembling ;  fo 
that  how  to  perform  that  which  was  good  he  found 
notj  becaufe  evil  was  prefent  with  him.  His  will 
was  for  good»  and  he  with  his  mind  ferved  the  law 
of  God  I  andj  after  the  inner  man,  he  delighted  in 
it :  but  in  his  fleih  he  found  nothing  good,  it  hin- 
dered him  I  The  good  I  would  I  do  not  ^  but  the  con- 
trary, the  evil  I  hate^  that  do  I:  yea,  I  am  often 
.ftraitened  by  this  adverfary,  and  held  like  a  pri« 
foner,  contrary  to  my  will;  the  law  in  my  members 
wars  againft  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  brings  me  into 
eaptivity  to  the  law  of  fin,  which  is  in  my  members. 
But,  if  I  do  that  I  would  not,  it  is  no  more  I  that  do 
.  itj  but  fin  that  dwelleth  in  me ;  which  never  ihall 
be  imputed  to  me,  it  having  been  imputed  to 
Chrift ;  for  my  old  man  was  crucified  with  him, 
therefore  I  thank  my  God  through  Jefus  Chrift. 

This  old  man,  or  the  fielfa,  or  this  body  of  death, 
hath  occafioned  fpots  in  fome  of  the  brighteft  ch^- 
rafters,  and  blots  in  the  efcutcheons  of  many  who 
have  borne  celeftial  crowns  in  their  arms.  It  is 
impo£Gble  to  aflerr  all  the  gratifications  that  this 
old  man  calls  for,  or  to  fet  forth  the  various 
branches  of  obedience  that  this  law  in  the  mem- 
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l)er$  requires.  He  works  at  different  rimes^  uf 
every  member  of  the  body,  and  in  every  faculty  of 
the  foul ;  and  is  fure,  if  not  put  off,  to  work  by 
every  appetite  and  defire  that  is  common  to  human 
•nature,  fo  as  to  allure,  draw  away,  and  entice,  the 
poor  foul  beyond  the  bounds  that  God  hath  pre« 
ftribed. 

In  Noah  txcefs  ef  wine  was  tTxe  deception  by 
which  the  devil  and  this  ba(e  old  man  overcame 
him,  who  had  but  juft  before  overcome  and  con- 
demned the  world,  and  become  heir  of  the  jig^te- 
oufnefs  which  is  by  feith. 

It  was  this  old  man  that  worked  diftruft  in  the 
mind  of  the  father  of  us  all,  which  put  him  upon 
denying  his  wife.  It  was  this  old  man  that  in- 
fluenced Ifaac*s  inordinate  affeftion  to  love  the 
cunning  hunter  more  than  the  plain  man  who  dwelt 
in  the  tent,  even  to  bcftow  the  blefling  contrary  to 
the  revealed  will  of  God  j  he  being  biaffcd  thcrc-f 
unto,  not  by  the  love  of  God,  but  by  a  love  to/a- 
voury  meat  made  ef  venijon.  This  old  man  is  cor- 
-rupt  according  to  the  deceitful  lufts,  and  tbefc  lufts 
war  againft  the  foul. 

When  this  wayfaring  man  came  unto  David  (or  ai>. 
entertainment,  there  was  not  one  ewe  in  all  the 
Lord's  fold  that  David  had- the  rule  over;  not  one 
'  in  all  his  own  houie,  nor  one  in  all  the  houfe  of 
Saul  his  majler^  for  God  had  given  them  all  unfo^ 
David.  2  Sam.  xii.  8.  No,  not  one  in  a  virgin 
ftate  tliat  was  difengaged,  in  all  his  realm,  whith 

was 


(   ^33    ) 

was  iiifficient  /0  dre/s  for  Ms  wayfaring  man  ihA 
was  come  unto  him  5  nothing  would  do  for  this  old 
man  but  the  poor  man*s  ewe  lam^,  tobieb  was  all  that 
be  bad^  OH^wbi^h  ate  of  bis  meaty  drank  ef  bis  €ttp^ 
and  lay  in  his  bojomy  and  was  unto  him  as  a  daughter  : 
ibis  m^ift  be  drejfed  for  the  wayfaring  man  that  was 
come  unto  David,    a  Sam.  xii.  4. 

O  how  was  the  king  of  Ifrad  enraged  act  this 
man  \  jis  tbe  Lord  livetb^  she  man  that  hath  done 
this  thing  fhatl  furely  die.  And  this  prophecy  is  true 
in  the  beft  ienfe ;  for  David^s  old  man;  as  wdl  as 
cur's,  waS'Crucified  with  Davids  fon,  that  the  bodf 
of  fins  might  be  deftroyed,  that  bence£Mtfa  we&ould 
not  fervc  fin ;  yea,  and  David  himfelf  died .  in  his 
covenaint  head  \  for  Cbtifi  was  crsu^ed  for  tbe 
tranfgreffions  that  were  under  tbe  frft  iejiament^  as 
well  as  for  them  who  are  called  to  receive  tbe  eternal 
inheritance  under  the  new*  ft^e  are  crucified  with 
Cbrifi. 

Tbe  man  that  bath  done  this  things  fball  reft  ore  tbe 
lamb  four^fold^  becauje  he  did  this  things  and  becaufe 
he  bad  no  pity.  Ah  David  !  But  thou  art  tbe  man! 
And  diQU  muft  reftore  ten-fold.  Behold  i  I  will 
raife  up  evil  againft  thee  out  of  thine  own  houfe ;  4md 
1  will  take  thy  wives  before  thhie  eyes^  and  give  tbem 
unto  thy  neighbour^  and  hejball  He  with  thy  wives  in. 
Ibeftgbs  of  this  fun.  2  Sam.  xii.  ii.  jind  tbe  king 
Sook  tbe  ten  women  his  concubines,  whom  he  had  left 
to  keep  tbe  boufe^  dnd  put  them  in  ward.    Thus  the 
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ktilgreftored  the  lamb  ten-fold,  befides  the  VidlenM 
offered  to  hb  daughter  Tamar,  which  in  all  made 
it  good  meajure^  frejfed  dawn^  Jbook  together^  and 
running  over  1  for  with  what  meafure  ye  fnett^  it 
fiall  be  meajnred  to  you  again^ 

This  old  man  hath  for  many  years  been  a  potent 
and  tyrannical  monarch*  ^/>r  hath  reigned  unta 
death.  Rom*  v.  2i»  But  better  is  a  poor  and  wife 
cbild^  than  tins  old  andfoolijb  kingf  who  knowetb  net 
to  be  admoni/bedi  for  cut  of  frifon  be  ecmetb  to 
reign :  wbereas^  alfo^  be  tbat  is  bom  in  bis  kingdom 
hecometb  poor.  Ecclef,  iv.  1 3>  1 4*  There  is  no  poor 
and  wife  cbiU  in  this  world  but  what  is  plagued 
with  this  old  and'  fooUfb  king  \  for,  though  be  was 
condemned  in  Chrift's  flefh,  yea  crucified^  dcad» 
and  buried ;  yet,  fo  fure  as  Cbrifl  was  taken  from 
frijon  and  fron^  judgment y  even  fo  fure  this  old  king 
comes  out  of  bis  prifon  to  reign ;  and  that  not  only 
over  all  the  human  race,  the  ele£t  not  excluded 
while  in  a  (late  of  nature,  but  even  after  he  is  fub- 
dued,  and  in  a  great  meafure  confiiled  by  all-coA- 
quering  grace  i  yet,  as  Paul  allows,  he  feems  at 
times  to  break  loofe.  /  find  a  law  in  my  members 
warring  againji  tbe  law  of  my  mindj  and  bringing 
me  into  captivity  to  tbe  law  of  fin  which  is  in  my 
members :  O  wretched  man  tbat  1  ami  But  our 
bleffing  and  happinefs  lie  in  his  imprifonment :  he 
is  not  at  liberty,  but  a  prifoner  in  every  real  be- 
liever ^  fo  tbat  it  is  out  of  prifon  he  cometh  to  reign  ^ 
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whereas  be  that  is  born  in  bis  kingdom  hecometb  poor* 
The  poor  and  wife  child,  that  is  born  again,  bom 
an  heir  of  God's  kingdom,  who  is  nude  a  king  and 
a  prieft  unto  God,  hecometb  poor  i  poor  in  foul,  a 
dependent  upon  the  divine  bounty  of  heaven ;  and 
bklTed  are  fuch.  Blejfed  are  the  poor  in/pirif,  for 
ibein  is  tbe  kingdom  of  God. 
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XVII. 

GOSPEL  ZIONj    AND  HER  ET2KNAL  GLORY* 

^ht  glory  of  Lebanon  JbaU  be  given  unto  //,  the  excels 
lency  ofCarmel  and  Sharon :  they  Jball fee  the  glory 
ef  the  Lardy  and  the  excellency  of  our  God.   Ifaiah 

TfiE  prophet  in  the  33d  chapter  gives  a  glo- 
rious account  of  Zion,  and  of  the  Lord's  filling  her 
with  judgment  and  righteoufnejs.  He  treats  of  that 
wifdom  and  knowledge  which  fhall  be  her  ftabilicy 
in  the  times  of  the  gol'pel,  and  calls  them  thefhrengtb 
ef  her  Jalvatton.  He  fets  forth  the  energy  and  fer- 
vour of  Zion's  meffcngers,  calling  them  valiant 
ones^  who  Ihall  be  valiant  for  truths  and  ambaila- 
dors  of  peace;  dilpatched  from  the  court  of  heaven 
by  the  King  of  kings,  to  ere6t  his  ftandard,  difplay 
his  banner^  and  make  proclamations  of  pardon^ 
peace,  and  reconciliation ;  and  that  they  (hall  weep 
Utterly^  be  earneft  and  importunate  with  God  in 
prayer  for  fuccefs,  going  forth  weeping  and  bearing 
precious  feed.  This  is  expreflivc  of  their-mcek- 
jiefs,  humility,  contridon,  and  brokennels  of  heart, 
as  oppofed  to  the  whole-hearted,  the  hardened^  Jthe 
bold,  daring,  and  prefumptuous^  who  run  unfent 
j>fGod. 

Next 
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Next  the  prophet  calls  to  fenfible  finners^  to  look 
upon  Zion,  the  city  of  our  (blemnitics>and  promifes 
to  all  her  lovers  that  they  (hall  fee  her  quietucje  an4 
her  ftability ;  that  Ihe  (hall  never  be  taken  down^nor 
have  one  of  her  cords  loofed.    And,  as.  a  navigable  ^ 
river  is  an  ornament  and  a  great  blefiing  to  a  capital 
city,  on  the  account  of  trade  and  corKunerce,  and 
which  is  what  local  Jerqfalem  never  had,  the  Lord 
himfelf  promifes  to  be  tb  this  myftic  city  a  fhce  tf 
hood  rivers  and  JlreamSy  in  which  heavenly  mer-^ 
chants  may  trade  and  traffic  in  the  diSerent  bran^^ 
ches  of  godlinefs  \  in  which  thcFC-  is  grca^gain;  yet 
he  will  never  be  a  river  to  any  foreign  invader  of 
this  city ;  for  there  Jhall  go  m  gall^  wkb  cars,  wr 
gallant  flnps ;  all  the  tacklings  ofjuch  Jball  be  hofed^ 
they  Jhall  neither  Jlrengthen  the  maftyjpreadthejaily  twr 
lake  the  prey.    And  we  have  often  feen  thefe  veflel$ 
of  wrath,  who  haye  rigged  and  armed  themfelyes  to 
bcficgc  Zion*s  walls  and  bulwarks^  fadly  tolTed  and 
wrecked,  and  at  laft  drpwned  by  the  ftorms  of  diving 
vengeance ;  and  no  wonder,ypr  the  Lord  is  ourjudge^ 
the  Lord  is  our  lawgiver ^  the  Lord  is  our  king,  be  will 
Jove  its. 

The  a4th  chapter  is  filled  chiefly  with  a  defcrip-r 
tion  of  Zion's  enemies,  the  thrcatcniDgs  of  God 
Pgainft  them,  and  his  judgnrjcnts  upon  diem;  and 
in  the  35th  chapter  the  prophet  returns  froai  his 
digrcffion  to  his  former  fubjcft,  and  proceeds  to 
further  illuftrations  of  Zion's  glory, 

^e  wilder ne/s  and  Jblitary  place  JhalXhe  glad  for 
(kem^    The  wi}deruef3  qieans  the  gentile  world,  and 
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the  nidc^  wild,  barren,  and  uncultivated  ftatc  of 
thofe  fouls  which  arc  in  it,  on  account  of  their  being 
deftitutc  of  the  truth,  grace,  and  Spirit  of  God ;  foli- 
tary,  by  reafon  of  their  being  without  hope,  without 
2,  Saviour,  and  without  any  inward  peace,  joy,  hap- 
pinefs,  or  comfort.     Tbe/ijball  ie  glad  for  tbm  j  that 
ts,  they  fhall  be  glad  for  the  ambafladors  of  peace, 
and  for  the  good  tidings  of  falvation.    And  the  d^^ 
JertfljaUV^oice,  and  blojfom  astberofei  ver.  i.     Thi$ 
dcfert  implies  fuch  fouls  as  are  deftitute  of  the  til- 
lage of  heaven,  and  have  not  been  taken  in  hand 
by  the    Divine   Huftandman,    and  thereby   not 
properly  God*s  huhandry\  being  neither  dug  not- 
plowed  up  by  fpiritual  conviftions,  nor  dunged  or 
manured  byYpecial  grace :  and  yet  thcfc  fhall  r^^w 
end  bk/fm^  but  not  until  divine  love  operates  upon 
them,  and  enlarges  their  hearts  j  and  then  //  Jhall 
hlojfm  aiundantfy,  and  rejoice  even  with  joy  and/mging^ 
ver.  2.     And  this  ftiews  how  the  foul$  of  poor  fin- 
ners,  Ihut  up  in  ignorance,  blindncfs,  bondage,  and 
unbelief,  (hould  be  enlarged  and  brought  forth  from 
the  ftrong  holds  of  fatan,  and  the  joy  and  melody 
that  Ihould  be  found  in  their  fouls  at  the  time  of 
their  jail  delivery,  when  brought  forth  into  theglo^ 
rious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.    And  then 
comes  in  the  words  of  my  text. 

The  glory  of  Lebanon  fhall  be  ghm  unto  it,  the  excel- 
kncy  of  Carmel  and  Sharon :  they  fhall  fee  the  glory  of 
the  Lard,  and  the  excellency  of  our  God,     I  will 

I.  Oficr  my  thoughts  oi>  Lebanon. 

2.  On 
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2,  On  ibe  glory  of  Lebanon, 
J.  On  Carmel. 

4.  On  the  excellency  of  lu 

5.  On  Sharon^  and  its  excellency. 

6.  On  the  btlitvtr^sjtgbf.     They  Jball fee* 

7.  On  the  glory  qf  ibe  hori^  which  is  to  be  feca. 
And, 

8.  On  ibe  excelkncy  of  our  God. 

For  thp  firft  of  thcfc,  ^s  to  Lebanon.  This  motin- 
tain  ftands  at  the  extremity  of  the  holy  land.  The 
lands  of  Alher,  Naphtali,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Ma- 
naOeb,  are  all  joined  to  Antilibanqs.  It  is  a  very 
lofty  and  extenfive  mountain,  and  allowed  to  be  four 
n)i}es  \x\  height  above  the  plain  of  Damafcus ;  on 
which  accpimt  it  contains  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
(rioWj  its  top  afc^nding  fo  high  into  the  upper  le^ 
gions,  which  fervcs  as  a  refer  voir  to  water  the  val- 
leys and  all  the  country  below  it,  when  the  fun  melts 
it }  front)  whence  arifes  this  queftion^  Will  a  man 
l(ave  the /now  of  Lebanon^  wbifb  cometb  from  tbe  rock 
of  tbe  field?  or /ball  tbe  cold  flowing  waters ^  wbicb  come 
from  another  flacCi  he  forfaken  ?  Jer.  xviii.  14. 

The  top  of  this  mountain  is  famous  for  cedars, 
which  take  their  name  ofdiilinftion  from  it,  called 
Cedars  of  Lebanon  i  which  were  excellent,  as  you  read. 
^is  countenance  is  as  Lebanon^  excellent  as  tbe  cedars. 
?ongv.  15. 

The  foot  of  this  mountain  was  once  noted  for 
producing  fine  grapes,  which  afforded  the  bed:  of 
viqc ;  su)d  hence  it  is  that  we  r^ad,  Tbeyjhall  revive 
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as  the  cortiy  and  grow  as  the  vhte ;  the /cent  thereof Jball 
h  as  the  wine  of  Lebanon,  Hofea  xiv.  7.  At  the  fide 
of  this  mountain,  as  hiflorians  relate,  ifTues  a  famous 
fountain  or  fpringof  water;  which  falls  down  the 
rocks,  and  makes  a  mod  wonderful  cafcade;  and 
then  runs  through  the  city  of  Damafcus.  Near  this 
mountain  Solomon  built  anarmoury,calIedthehoufe 
of  the  forefl,  and  with  the  wood  of  it  he  built  his 
;  chariot.  Song  iii.  9.  And  it  was  this  mountain 
that  Mofes  fo  much  longed  to  fee.  Deut.  iii.  25. 
But  then  what  glory  doth  the  gentile  church  receive 
from  this  mountain,  or  from  any  thing  about  or  be- 
l^'^ging  to  it  ?  I  anfwer,  none  at  all  j  therefore  the 
Jlfory  of  Lebanon^  in  wy  texty  bath  another  meaning.  • 

Lebanon  fignifies  the  temple  of  God  at  Jerufelcm, 
which  wa»  firft  built  by  Soloiiwn,  of  the  wood  of 
this  mountain,  i  Kings  v.  14;  on  which  account  th^ 
temple  bore  the  name  of  Lebanon,  as  it  is  written, 
Open  thy  doors,  0  Lebanon  !  that  the  f  re  may  devour  thy 
iedars.  Zech.  xi.  i.  The  deftruftion  of  the  teni-^ 
pie  is  here  foretold.  ^  The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  whom 
they  fought,  was  fuddenly  to  come  to  his  temple ; 
and  the  prophet  predifted  thtir felling  him  for  thirty 
fieees  ofjlver*,  and  that  they  fliould  pierce  him,  ancj 
put  him  to  death,  and  look  at  him  whom  thef  bad 
fierced\  that  the  poor  of  the  flock  (hould  know  that 
he  was  the  incarnate  word  of  the  Lord,  and  that  they 
ftiould  be  fed  by  him  :  but,  as  to  the  others,  that  he 
ilioulcj  not  feed  them,  for  that  thofe  which  were  to 
die  fhould  die,  and  the  reft  Ihould  cat  every  one  the 

J  flelh 


\ 


iefli  of  aAottiep.  Add  that,  afur  tW  fword  had  been 
awakened,  and  had  fmicten  the  man,  God's-  fellow^ 
then  God  would  turn  his  hand  upon  the  little  qnes^ 
and  by  the  blood  of  the  covenant  fend  foith  the-pri-* 
ibaers  out  of  the  pit  wherein  is  no  Wdter;  and^  after 
all  this  had  taken ,  place^  that  then  (houkl  come  onr 
Jerufalem's  dcilruftion.    All  which  was  pundtually 
fidfiUed  in  and  'by.  Jefus  Chrift,  for  if^  tame  to  bis 
HmpU^  and  preached  in  it ;  yea,  he  appeared  to  the 
daughters  of  Jerufalem  as  their  kiHg,jufi,  md  having 
Jahationy  riding  upon  an  afsy  and  a  colt  the  f ok  (fan  ^s. 
He  fed  the  poor  of  his  flock  that  waited  upon  him; 
as  their  kiiig  and  Ihepherd,  with  a  iceptre  and  a 
crooks  the  one  of  which  is  called  ^^^»^/y,  and  the 
other .^tf;;i^,  or  binders.    But  his  perfon  and  offices 
were  defpifedand  rejedted,  for  they  fold  him,  pierced 
him,  and  put  him  to  death ;  and  thefe  he  would 
not  feed,  but  gave  them  up  to  judgment.     That 
which  dietbj  Ut  it  die ;  and  that  which  is  ta  be  cut  off^ 
kl  it  be  cut  off\  and  let  the  reft  eat  every  one  theflejb 
(f  another.  The  vail  of  the  temple  at  his  death  was 
rent,  and  their  houfe  left  unto    thena  defolate : 
and  foon  afterwards  the  Roman  army  came,  and 
Violations  quickly  followed.  Open  thy  doors,  O  Le^ 
boHon,  that  the  ftre  may  devour  thy  cedars.     All  of 
which  came  to  pafs  ;  for  the  doors  of  the  temple, 
as  Jofephus  relates,  opened  of  their  own  accord, 
and  the  Roman  foldiers  then  fet  fire  to  the  temple, 
and  to  all  the  cedar  work  of  it,.notwith(landing  all 
the  attempts  of  Titus  Vefpafian  to  prevent  it. 
'  R  Thus 
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S0Uml(f»  Oitbi  glory  $f  it.  There  was  nodii^ 
iq  die  tto^le  but  what  was  typical  aod  fignificanw 
which  the  New  Tdbuneot^  or  fome  parts  of  d^  OUL 
ei^laim  The  builders,  both  Solomoa  and  Cjr nis» 
feprefeoted  Christ.  The  ilones  of  it  were  tjrpical 
ff  aU  bdievers,  who  are  called  by  Peter  Gndjficssis^ 
hdlt  mp  s^^kitMal  houfi.  The  beams  of  it  repre* 
ienttdftro^geftablUhed  churches  I  fbelmmsifwt 
k0j/i0'$  ad0r^  and  our  r^fUrs  tffir.  The  hrasmjm 
fkt  ferdi  the  blood  c^  Chrift^  which  waihes  erery 
believbg  foul ;  ^  I  w§fi^  /bee  mi  iheu  Jufi  no  fart 
with  m.  The  twelve  exen^  on  which  the  lover  ftoodj 
prefigured  die  twelve  apoftles,  who  trod  out  the 
corn>  and  who  were  not  to  be  muzzled^  whidi  is 
dius  applied  by  Paul  bimfelf.  The  weUf  which  bocc 
Up  the  hremn/ea^  ftood  with  their  faces>  three 
towards  the  eaftt  three  towards  the  weftj  diree  co« 
wards  the  north,  and  three  towards  the  fouth; 
i^hkh  fet  ibrth  God's  revealing  oi  his  dear  Son  in 
the  twelve  apoft)es»  and  by  diem  making  him  knowa 
to  all  nations,  to  gather  his  eleft  from  ibe  eefi^  w^^ 
norths  Mdjbiob^  to  fit  do^n  with  //habam,  fftuu^  emd 
Joceb^  in  tbe  kmgdom  rf  Gad.  The  geldcn  toUe  pre« 
^gured  beUewi^  hearts^  called  flelhly  tables  i  and 
fiuth  is  called  gold,  becauie  fpiritual  riches  bekmg 
to  believers,  God  batb  cbojen  tbe  poor  rf  tbis  world 
ricb  in  foitb.    The  fiemhread  reprefented  Cbn^  tbo 

bread efl^e  iuall  the  iaints,  god  the  laints  thennftlvea 
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ifkk  Chrift  in  them.  fTe,  hmg  many^  are  tme  hreai^ 
The  ifKtiffe  reprefented  prayer;  the  difierent 
i|nces  of  which  it  was  compofed  were  embkma* 
tical  of  die  various  graces  of  the  blefled  Spirit ;  the 
firefignified  pure  and  divine  love;  the  Imoke  re« 
prefeoted  thofe  ftrong  defires  and  holy  long« 
idgs  which  gracious  fouls  breathe  forth ;  and  the 
gtdden  altar  upon  which  it  was  offered  fet  forthf 
Chriftj  upon  whom^  and  through  whom,  fpirituat 
prayers  and  praifes  afcend  up  ento  God  with  ac-* 
ceptance.  fbeir  hurm  Gjffihrmgs  and  tbehr/acnfic^^ 
laccepi  upon  wf  dtar  i  and  I  wiU  make  them  joyftd  in 
fty  bmfe  ofp'oyer.  All  thefe  were  in  their  fpiritual 
fignification  glorious  things.  But  thefe  are  not  all 
the  things  that  are  contained  in  the  glory  of  Lebanon  % 
for  the  glory  of  Lebanon  lay  in  the  Sbekinabj  the 
divine  Majefty  that  dwelt  between  the  cherubims, 
die  meny  feat^  and  the  Jeven  lamps  upm  the  golden 
eandlefiick.  The  Shekinah  "reprefented  the  glory 
of  God,  the  mercy /eat  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:^  and 
€^c  Jeven  lamps  the  Holy  Ghofl«  This  glory  of 
Lebanon  came  to  the  Gentiles^  as  you  read.  Grace 
he  witoyouy  andpeace^  from  him  which  is,  and  which 
was,  and  which  is  to  come ;  and  from  the /even  Jpirits 
which  are  brfore  his  throne,  and  from  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  is  the  faithful  witnefs  and  the  firfi^begotten  of  the 
dead,  and  the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth :  unto 
him  that  loved  us  and  wajbed  us  from  ourjins  in  his 
own  Uood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  pfiejls  unto 
God  and  his  Father ^^  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for 
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ever  and  ever.  Amen,  Rev.  i.  4, 5, 6«  This  wa$^ 
the  ghry  of  Lebanon.  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit^  One 
GoDj  was^the  jglory  and  the  Sun  of  the  Jewifh  na-. 
tion.  But^  alas ! '  Tbejtm  Jhall  he  turned  into  darknefs^ 
and  the  moninto  blood*  Joel  ii.  31.  And  the  fiars^ 
Jhall  withdraw  their  Jbining.  Joel  Hi.  15.  The  JLord 
Cx>d  of  Ifrael,  their  glorious  fun,  left  them  in^eed> 
and  then  a  dreadful  darkncfa  fucceedcdi  and  the 
moon,  their  national  churchy  was  turned  into  blood  by 
the  Roman  fword,  which  put  a  final  end  to  their 
church  ftato;  and  their  dodlors,  who  were  the  ftars 
of  that  nation,  withdrew  their  Jhining,  for  they  faid. 
We  fee.  Then,  Jaith  the  Lord^  Tour  Jin  remaineth ; 
therefore  for  judgment  I  am  come  into  this  world,  that 
they  whiehfee  might  be  made  blind.  And  under  that 
awful  eclipfc^  they  are  to  this  day,  with  the  vail  upon 
their  hearts 

But  where  is  the  glory  of  Lebanon  now  ?  Where 
is  God  the  Father  ?  Anfwer,  Shining  into  every  he- 
liever*s  heart,  giving  him  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
giory  of  God  in,,  the  face  of  Jefus  Chriji.  Where  is  the 
fun  of  righteoufiiefs  ?  IFhy^  he  is  rifing  upon  them  that 
ffar  his  name,  zvith  healing  in  his  beams.  And  where 
i§  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  feven  lamps,  and  ''the /even 
fpirits  of  God^  in  all  his  glorious  perfeftions,  and 
with  all  his  fevcn-fold  graces,  gifts,  and  operations  ? 
He  is  now  poured  out  upon  all  fejh,  namely,  the 
Gentiles ;  yea,  even  upon  Jervants  and  handmaids^ 
and  they  prophefy.  Separate  me  Barnabas  and  Paul 
(faith  he)  to  the  work  whereunto  I  have  called  them  ^ 

which 
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which  was  to  preach  the  gofpcl  to  the  Gentiles  J 
and  here  that  bleflcd  Spirit  now  is  with  all  his  feven- 
fold  gifts.  To  one  is  ^iven  hy  the  Spirit  the  'word  of 
wifdom ;  to  another  the  word  of  knowledge  hy  the  fame 
Spirit ;  to  another  faith  ;  to  another  prophecy  ;  and  to' 
another  gifts  of  healings^  working  of  miracles,  and  dif^ 
ceming  offpirits :  all  thefe  worketh  that  one  and  the 
felf'fame  Spirit,  dividing  to  every  manfeverally  as  hi 
vnlL  I  Cor.  xii.  Thofe  arc  his  gifts,  and  his  fruits 
are  thefe.  Love,  joy,  peace,  long-fuffering,  gentlenefs^ 
goodnefs,  faith,  meeknefs,  temperance.  Gal.  v.  22.  In- 
ftcad  of  the  appearance  of  the  moon,  wc  now  be- 
hold the  church  clothed  with  the  fun ;  and  the^^ 
fiars^  which  gave  light  to  the  fcven  candlefticks,  are 
ftill  in  the  hand  of  the  Mafter  of  our  affemblies.* 
And  this  concludes  my  defcription  of  Lebanon,  and 
the  glory  of  it,  which  is  come  unto  us  \  and  this 
brings  me  to  fpeak. 

Thirdly,  o^Carml.  Mount  Car mel  appears  to  he 
in  the  land  of  Judah.  Jolhua  xv.  55, 62.  This  moun^ 
tain  was  near  to  the  Mediterranean  fea,  Jer.  xlvi.  1 8. 
and  was  famous  for  many  things.  Here  it  was  that 
David  was  ftopped  by  Abigail  from  fhedding  of 
blood,  which  convinced  him  for  ever  that  vengeance' 
helongetb  unto  God-,  who  foon  after  fmote  Nabal,  and 
gave  David  not  only  what  Nabal  refufed  (I  mean 
foftcnance)  but  Abigail  into  the  bargain.  Judg- 
ment and  mercy,  providence  and  grace,  all  appear- 
ed here.  To  this  mount  the  poor  Shunamite  came' 
with  the  afs  and  cart  to  find  Elifha,  and  obtained 
his  afliftance,  and  had  her  fon  raifed  from  the  dead. 

R  3  There 
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There  were  many  pious  fouls  who  dwelt  about  tfab 
mountaiii>  in  whofe  behalf  a  prophecy  was  g^ven 
out^  and  which  was  evidently  fulfilled  by  Jeibs 
Chrift.  Feed  thy  peopU  wiih  tby  rodi  the  flo(k  of 
thine  heritage^  which  dweUfclitary  in  the  wood,  in  the 
im4/i  rf  Carmel :  kt  them  feed  in  Bajbm,  and  in  Gikad, 
as  in  the  days  of  eld.  Micah  vil  14.  And  now  I  am 
brought  to  fpeakf 

4thly«  Qlthe  extelUmy  of  Carmel.  The  miracle  of 
ntiracles»  which  excelled  all  the  reft  that  ever  were 
jperformed  upon  this  mountain,  was  the  miracle  of 
El^ah  thefrophet.  To  this  mount  he  ordered  Ahab 
to  gather  together  all  Ilrael,  after  a  drought  of  three 
years  and  fix  months.  1  Kings  xviii.  1 9.  Hither 
came  the  prophets  of  Baal,  four  hundred  andffty  \  and 
the  prophets  of  the  grove,  four  hundred  i  and  thus  the 
devil  had  his  hundreds  to  God*s  one :  but  here  it 
was  that  the  devil  and  his  fervants  were  brought  to 
the  teft,  for  they  were  all  to  offer  facrifices^  and  all 
were  to  pray  s  and  the  fuccefs  which  fliould  attend 
their  devotions  was  to  Ihew  who  were  true  and  who 
falfe,  Satan's  rabble  or  the  Lord*s  prophet  i  and  the 
criterion  was  to  be^  that  he  which  anfwerediyfre  was 
to  h  God. 

The  evil  workers  laboured  long,  and  travailed 
hard,  and  brought  forth  nodiing  but  wind ;  but  the 
prophet  prayed,  and  God  foon  anfwered  him  by  fire: 
at  which  miracle  thofe,  who  had  long  haUed  between 
two  opinions,  were  brought  to  be  at  a  point.  71^ 
Lord  he  is  God,  the  Lord  he  is  God-,  and^  being  thus 

convinced 
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eamihctd  of  the  truth,  and  of  dirir  having  been  (b 
gpo^y  duped  bj  Satan's  miniftersj  tbiy  took  tbm  t& 
ibe  trook  Xijbon^  and  killed  them  aU.  This  was  the 
eSkdi  of  an  anfwer  by  fire :  and  the  neset  miracle  ia 
an  aniwer  by  water  i  for  be  prsfod  agmn  (fiuth 
James)>  andobtmei  an  ahmdana  ofrmn. 

John,  the  Lord's  forerunner,  speared  in  die 
frofbel  E^ab  i  for  that  hmmg  mdjbwing  Ugbt  wat 
to  €ome  m  bis  Spins  andfowor.  Christ  was  exhi-i 
bited  in  ^Jatr^e^  and  a  fiery  anfwer  was  given  x» 
panfer  through  it ;  and  by  it  the  falfe  prophets  were 
diftovcred  and  flain,  and  poor  doubting  and  hnk^ 
ittg  fouls  brought  to  a  good  conclufion. 

Chrift  crucified  is  now  wkh  go(pel  Zion,  ami 
God  hears  the  prayers  of  his  faithfid  fervants,  and 
9ves  die  fiery  anfwers^  of  divine  love  to  the  hearts 
of  poor  miferable  finners,  which  makes  their  hearts 
bum  within  them,  and  by  which  he  difcovers  and 
makes  manifeft  die  minifters  of  Satan,  [unto  whom 
his  word  is  made  a  favour  of  deatb  unto  deatb,  white 
poor  baking  fbub  are  brought  to  the  truth  and  to  a 
glorious  confeffion  of  it ;  yea,  and  God  ftill  gives 
the  abundance  of  ram,  for  he  fours  water  on  tbem 
ibat  are  tbirfty^  and  foods  upon  tbe  dry  ground  %  and 
ibis  is  tbe  excellent  of  Carmd.  Read  Rev.  xi«  5>  6. 
And  now  I  am  brought  to  fpeak, 

Sthly,  Of  Sbaron.  This  pkce  was  noted  for  fitiit- 
fiUncfs ;  but  it  was  fometimes  made  barren  by  rea« 
Ion  of  the  abominable  idolatry  of  Ifrael,  of  which 
the  prophet  complains.    Sbanm  is  S^a  mldemtfff 
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an^'B^M^  ani  Carinsljhah  off  tlmrfrmis.    Ifmaih^ 
xxxiii.  9*    It  was  ^o  famous  for  its  rofes,  a  kind 
which  fooae  fay  had  no  thorns,  to  which  Chriil  com^ 
pares  himfelf;  /  am  the  rqfe  of\  Skaron*  and  the  Ui^ 
oftbev(dley.    Song  ii.  i«     It  was  alfo.  remarkable 
for  lying  in  the  kingdom  of  Sibon^  king  of  He/bbm^ 
.  which  was  the  firft  country  that  the  Ifraclites  took 
after  their  departure  from  Egypt,  (Pcut.  ii.)  an4 
which  was  gkoen  tO:the  half  tribe  of  Manaffeh.    Here 
it  was  that  God  difplayed  his  power  j  and  here  it 
was  that  the  Ifraelites  began  to  take  cour^ge^  and 
to  cxpcft  the  promifed  land.     Qi  this  country  the 
Hagarenes  were  in  pofllffion  in  the  days  of  Saul  5 
^ut  the  Reuhenites  made  war  with  them,  prevailed  o^er 
tbem^  and  dwelt  in  their  tents  in  Gilead  and  Bafhan^ 
^nd  in  all  the  fuhurhs  of  Sharon  \  for  the  Reuienites, 
Qaditesy  and  ManaJJitesy  forty  )houfandi  made  war  to^ 
getber  with  the  HagariteSi  and  tbsy  were  helped  againji 
(bem,  and  the  Hagarites  were  delivered  into  their  band^ 
and  all  that  were  with  tbem^  for  they  cried  to  God  in 
fbe  battle,  and  he  was  eiitreated  of  them,  becaufe  they 
put  their  truji  in  bim.  I  Chron.  Ivi.  lo,  ao.     It  was 
like  wife  near  this  fpot  that  Gpd  rebuked  Laban 
when  he  was  in  purfuit  of  Jacob  to  ftrip  him  of  all 
fhat  he  h^d.     Mizpah  and  (i^ount  Gilead  were  alfo 
clofe  to  it. 

.  6thly,  The  excellency  of  Sharon  is,  that  it  is  the 
fpot  where  Ifrael  obtained  their  firft  viftory,  had 
their  firft  views  of  Canaan,  and  their  beft  hopes  of 
enjoying  itj  and  it  is  this  excellency  of  Sharon^  or  th^ 
.  powei: 


(.  a»9    ) 

power  of  God  here  difplayed,  that  gives  uj'the-firft 
viftory  over  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world,  and  the  firfl: 
views  of  the  heavenly  country ;  at  which  time,  and 
on  which  blefled  fpot,  God  fweetly  appears  to  re-* 
buke  L^ban  and  all  our  enemies,  who  were  prefi- 
gured by  him.     Here  it  is  that  mount  Gilead  ap- 
pears, or  the  whole  cloud  of  witnefles,  fhewbg 
thcmfelves  in  our  behalf.    Mizpah  too,  our  watch-^ 
tower,  is  here  made  manifeft,  or  the  Lord  watching 
over  us  for  good,  and  againfl  them  that  hate  us ; 
for  the  enemies  of  God  are  here  rebuked,  and  the 
Ifraei  of  God  march  off  with  faith  glorioufly  en- 
couraged.    In  fhort,  the  firft  vifbory  obtained  by 
faith,  with  a  profpedt  of  tjiat  land  which  is  very  far 
ofi^  the  having  our  enemies  rebuked  and  filenced^ 
artd  our  faith  encouraged,  with  a  crying  unto  God, 
^nd  being  heard  and  helped,  attended  with  a  deli* 
verance  from  the  Hagarites,  or  the  children  of  the 
Tflefl),  fo  as  to  obtain  a  complete  vifkory  over  them, 
and  all  the  ftrivings  and  fruitlefs  toil  of  legal  work- 
mongers,  and  a  felf-righteous  fpirit,  is  produced  by 
the  Lx)rd  Jefus;  Chrift,  our  Refe  rfSb^ron^  who  often 
in  the  days  of  old  emitted  his  odours  there,  who 
pow  thus  appears  for  us,  and  delivers  us;  and,aft^r 
all  the  conflict  is  over,  we  find  reft  to  our  fouls,  for 
we  can  then  lie  down  in  peace,  but  not  before,  as  it 
is  written ;  Jnd  Sharon  Jhall  he  a  fold  for  flocks^  and 
the  valley  of  Acbor  a  place  for  the  herds  to  lie  dawn  in, 
for  ffff  people  that  have  fought  me,  Ifaiah  Ixv.  lo.  And 
thus  I  ihall  difmifs  my  defcription  of  Sb^rtm,  and 
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file  eufSkucf  of  it,  and  in  die  nei^t  ptace  proceed  td 
the  faintf  s  light. 

7Chly>  ^btf  fiaU  Jisi  thi  gkrj  of  the  Ijrd  md  ibi 
exciUauj  efcmr  God.  Various  are  the  views  that  the 
children  of  men  have  had  in  this  world.  Cain  &m 
his  crimey.his  banifhment  from  God's  prefence^  his 
cufftd  ftate»  and  his  juft  punifluncnt^  and  that  he 
deferved  deadi  at  the  hands  of  all  who  found  hm^ 
and  thetefere  his  cry  was,  Evny  mu  thai  faub  mi 
Jb4dljUf  me.  Efioi  faw  the  obedience,  phinnefiy 
and  bleifing,  of  Jacob,  and  went  from  bad  to  worie« 
Fharaoh  faw  the  miracles  of  Mofes,  the  folly  of  the 
magicians,  the  judgments  of  God,  and  the  wicked* 
nefs  rf  himfidf  and  his  people,  and  yet  hardened 
his  heart  the  more. 

The  eUers  rf^aelfww  dbe  glory  of  God,  and  the 
cekftial  pavement  tinder  his  foet,  as  the  body  of 
heaven  in  its  ckarnefs  i  but  all  of  them  iaw  him 
noe  as  Jbimng  mie  their  hearts,  nerMdthey  feel  hie 
fmfier^ferMpm  them  he  laid  net  his  hand.  It  was  one 
of  thefe  princes  that  brought  the  Midianitifh  woman 
mco  the  camp,  who  was  (lain  by  Phineaa  in  the 
mafter  of  Peor. 

Balaam  Jaw  the  vifiem  ^  the  Lord  Ged  JJmigbty^ 
but  never  fam  himfelf  i  he  alio  faw  the  (afety  of  If« 
nel  and  the  dcftniAion  of  Amalck,  and  the  aiBic- 
tkm  of  Eber,  or  the  folFerings  of  the  Hebrews  by 
die  ihips  of  Chittim  or  the  Romans  s  and  he  like* 
wife/4(v  the  ft  or  that  Jhotdd  arife  out  of  Jaeob^  and 
^  glorious  death  of  the  righteous  ^  and  he  wilhed 

to 
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to  6k  like  them ;  and  yet,  after  all»  he  never  fair 
bis  fin^  the  plague  of  his  own  heart,  nor  of  courfe  hit 
inceteft  in  God's  favoun 

Saul  (aw  that  God  was  widi  David,  and  that  he 
was  departed  from  him ;  he  alio  faw  that  David 
woidd  lureiy  be  king,  and  that  die  kingdom  woakl 
be  cftabfiihed  in  his  bandi  but  he  law  not  his  owit 
pride  and  rebdlion. 

Jehu  law  die  prophecies  that  ftood  upon  reooid 
agaiiifl:  the  houfe  of  Ahab,  and  the  juftice  of  God 
in  csecudng  vengeance  upon  hkti  and  aH  his  £imilf 
lor  idolatry  and  murder  i  and  he  could  (ee  his  own 
seal  for  God  i  but  he  could  not  fee  die  treachery  of 
Us  own  heart,  which  foon  led  him  to  commit  die 
fame  abominations. 

Our  Arians  can  fee  that  Chrift  is  man  by  the  light 
of  nature ;  but  they  cannot  fee  his  E^rnsi  Power 
and  Godhead,  becaufe  that  glorious  Sun  of  Righee-^ 
oufbcfs  hath  never,  no  never,  riien  upon,  nor  finned 
into  them. 

The  Arminian  too,  he  (as  he  fays)  can  &e  die 
power  of  his  own  arm,  and  the  pedeftion  of  his  own^ 
nature ;  but  he  cannot  fee  the  glory  of  an  imputed 
righteoufneis,  nor  his  need  of  it. 

Many  there  are  who  have  a  nodonal  knowledge 
of  God,  but  no  knowledge  of  themfelves ;  and  there 
are  multitudes  of  others  who  pmend  to  have  great 
light  in  die  fcriptures,  but  who  have  liever  expe- 
rienced the  power  and  force  of  one  truth  contained^ 
dierein*  Thefe  can  fee  timnfelves  wifer  than  others ; 

but 
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but  diey  cannot  fee,  much  le(s  efteem^  others  tetter 
than  tbemfelves.  They  have  all  light  without,  but 
none  within ;  they  can  fee  a  mote  in  another's  eye^ 
but  they  cannot  behold  the  beam  in  their  own 
eye. 

Now  the  light  of  God's  faints  differs  nnuch  from 
the  li^t  of  all  fuch;  for,  when  the  darknefi  is  f  aft 
and  the  true  light  Jbinetb^  they  fee  themfelves  and  the 
evils  of  their  own  hearts.  Ml  things  that  are  reproved 
etremade  manifeft  by  the  light  which  doth  appear y  for 
wbaifoever  doth  make  manifeft  is  light.  Such  know, 
and  all  the  churches  fljall  know,  that  Chrift  trieth  the 
reins  and  the  hearts ;  he  makes  a  man  know  what 
are  his  thoughts,  and  maketh  manifeft  the  councils 
of  his  heart. 

They  fee  the  (pirituality  of  the  law,  that  it  was 
ordained  unto  death,  and  never  meant  to  give  life  i 
they  fee  the  wrath  of  God  revealed  in  it,  and  flee 
from  the  wrath  of  it  to  the  refuge  and  hope  that 
God  hath  fet  before  them ;  they  forefee  the  evil  (of 
the  great  day),  and  hide  themfelves  till  the  calamity  be 
Wirp^ft »  but  the  wicked  pajs  on,  and  arepunifhed 

They  f^  the  lawful  ftate  of  the  world,  and  the 
danger  that  they  are  in.  Truly  our  feUowfljip  is  with 
the  Father  and  the  Son^  and  the  world  lieth  in  wick^ 
ednejs. 

They  dijcem  the  judgments  of  God  abroad  in  the 
earthy  and  fee  that  every  morning  be  bringeth  them  to 
light  i  but  the  unjuft  knowetb  nofbame. 

They  have  a  clear  view  of  the  igaoi-ance  of  all 

blind 
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blind  guides^  and  of  the  folly  of  dsCmnablc^^^ier^tics  i, 
but  thofe  heretics  cannot;,fc^  tjb^m*  &jb»ii  is  ^h 
ritu^  jud^k  all  things,  •  tut,  himfilf  iV  J§i4jSgdr.(f.  nsi 

Unto  tbimtt  is  given  to  kMoyttb^myfieries  ^ih  tin^^' 
dom  of  God  I  but  others  iasu&iA  in  pordhliiytfo^  Jifimg^ 
tkff  might  mt  fee i       •.'.  ' 

They  difcover  the Jeailiaga  ofdivine  prondeaor^ 
and  cxercife  feith  on ;«:» i\  wl^ch  they  iiave  a,  vievir 
of  the  gobdmfs  qf  God .  uotai^hem, :  for  he  makes 
his  goodaefs  to  pafs  before  ^chenr^  and  by  diis  their 
bve  is  drawn  forth  towards  hhh  with  gratitude  and 
thankfulnels,  which  abounds  at  every,  difcovery. 
He  that  will  obferve  tbtfe  things ^  even  be  jbedl  under-- 
fiand  /be  hving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord.  They  behold 
unfearchable  riches^  manifold  wifdom,  harmony, 
glory,  beauty,  and  a  moft  valuable  treafure,  in  the 
fcriptures  of  truth,  -when  the  day  dawn  and  day-Jiar 
mfe  in  their  hearts. 

Chrifl:  is  revealed,  manifeflied,  and  made  koo.wn> 
to  theni,  as  die  only  way  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  ^ 
and  they  abide  by  him,  and  in  him;  they  walk  in 
^e  faith  of  him,  and  in  love  to  him,  a^d  find  tbnr 
fath  Jbine  mere  and  more  to  perfeS  day. 
■  The  light,  that  ihines  into  them  leads  their  faith 
and  affe£tions,  their  mind  and  linderilanding,  to 
Qod,  who  accepta  them  in  his  beloy^qd  >Son^  and 
gives  them  the  light  of  the .  htowledge  of  the  ghry  of  God 
in  the  face  ffjefus  Cbrifi.    And  herein  the  Lojrd'^ 

pronufe.is  {^\kd  i  He  that  Hievefb  ott qeJb/ilinH 
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Aat  figlit  which  accompanies  eireriaftiRg  life,  of 
Kght  to  pve  them  to  fee  that  chey  are  qukkened^ 
ami  diat  their  fiuth  is  genuine,  that  repentance  imti^ 
fife  is  gtmnttd  to  them,  and  thit  juftificadon  unto 
life  hath  paflbd  on  thcrn^  and  that  Aey  themmTca- 
are  pa0ed  from  deadi  unto  life,  and  (hall  not  come 
into  oondenuiatbn*  nu  is  Urn  true  Mght  tlM  nom 
JhtBetb^BBdithOiiigbi^l^i  fer  fuchaieiSlgQirM 
Ae  Lari^  by  Tirtue  of  their  bdng  insereftDd  in  hi* 
loTC  and  finiflhed  wocfct  aadbjr  their  beiqg  enl^ht- 
ened  by  him  to  fee  ici  as  it  is  written  in  my  tex^ 
tbtyftfottjie^ 

Sthly,  ne  gkry  ^  thi  Lord  and  tbe  txcdlmcf  tfatt 
God.  Thefe  words  difeover  what  tbe  trndUncf  of 
Carml  and  Sharon  fignifies ;  namely,  tbe  gloiy  and 
excellency  of  the  Lord  our  God^  which  hath  beea 
displayed  on  thofe  hitb  and  in  thofe  countries.  The 
glory  of  the  Lord  is  firft  fecn  by  the  poor  finner 
after  he  hath  been  difciplined  by  the  terrors  of  the 
kW)  and  exercifed  with  the  chains  of  his  own  tranP* 
greflions  i  with  the  being  (hut  up  in  unbelief>  {on 
broken  in  the  place  of  dragons,  and  covered  widi 
the  fliadow  of  death.  Hr  thai  makiih  thrfivm  fiwrs. 
M  iMM  turnak  ny^Shefoadowrfdomh  iniotbimom^ 
i$og^  when  the  firft  dawnings  of  eternal  day  dart 
throi^h  thedtfk  vail  upon  the  finner's  heart  Jr^^ 
fime,  for  thy  Bgbi  is  €ome^  Md  tbe  gkry  of  tbe  Lord  U 
riptn  upon  tboe.  But  before  this  blefled  period  ar* 
lives  the  poor  (inner  is  fliut  up  and  kept  as  a  pri-* 
*    •  foncr 
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loner  in  the  dark;  and  what  che  Lord  is  about  to 
do  mfk  him  he  kooiveih  noCj  yet  he  is  to  know 
hereafter*  Ifowerer,  he  (eldom  dreaou  that  the 
l§rd  is  w^/bbig  kisfiet,  or  that  ^fitnuui  is  t$farg§ 
Us4irq/ii  but  when  dik  glory flitnes  into  bxtait  mak^ 
eth  darhufs  light  before  Um,  imd  creaked  tbings  flrmghi  i 
yca«  it  Spreads  a  ray  upon  all  the  path  that  he  hath 
coine»  and  makethall  aiq>arent  contradidions  to 
karmoniie.  All  hia  falfe  ooaftni&ions^  which  were 
befem  pot  upoD  die  irork»  are  then  taken  off^  and 
pafanfid  upon  his  own  ignorance  and  foUy^  and  the 
wfl^  <^die  Loid  appear  perfediy  right  j  his  eirone- 
oas  condufions  are  diicovered  to  be  the  effefts  of 
iofidelicy  and  carnal  reafon^  which  convinces  him  that 
God's  ibeughu  are  noi  bis  tbtmgbts.  He  fees  that  the 
way  wfaerdo  he  hadi  come  is  the  right  way,  and 
duttiks  his  God  for  leading  him  into  it^  and  keeping 
him  there  i  and  lodies  himielf  for  his  impatience 
sod  bafe  rebellion  under  the  kind  hand  of  his  hea- 
venly Father,  and  would  not  have  been  led  in  any 
other  path,  no  not  for  a  thouland  worlds^  becauie  he 
is  fitUy  perliiaded  it  is  the  way  that  leads  to  a  city  tf 
bahitatsan^  even  the  way  to  Zion^  the  city  of  che 
great  King. 

odly.  The  glory  of  the  Lard  appears  in  the  glo« 
rious  fchcme  of  falvation  by  Chrift  crucified  ^  for 
there  the  poor  finoer  is  led  to  look,  and  fee  that  by 
the  dear  Redeemer's  obedience  the  condemned  cri<* 
minal  is  freely  juftified ;  that  by  his  enduring  die 
curle^  and  asking  fatiafa^tiosn  unto  God  the  Fathtf  » 
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k  the  only  "v^af  wherein  God  and'man  are,-  cf  caii 
be,  reconciled,  an4  fin,  death,  and  devils,  vanquilh-- 
ed.and  overcome;  and  that  ic  is  in  this  way  alone 
that  finncrs  are  faved  in  the  Lord  with  an  ever-* 
lafting  faivation.  He  fees  tbefujfirmgs  ofCbrift  and 
the  glory  that  folhws.*-    ^ 

.  jdly,  The  influericci  of  grace  up6n  his  own  foul 
appears  glorious;  and  he  fees  and  feekthat  the  op^ 
pofition  of  the  fiefh^  the  old  man,  and  Satan,  are 
againft  it;  ahd  thatthey  unitedly  work  in  the  mem* 
bers  of  thef  body^  and  war  continually  agaii^  tfaq 
divine  woi-k  of  the  great  Potter;  and  how  it  is  that 
the  living  principle,  the  ^mn  &f  mujlardjeed^  fbands 
and  withftand^  every  ffaock,  is  furprifing  to  himi 
efpecially  when  at  times  he  himfelf  hath  even  loft 
iight  of  it,  yea,  and  even  .nothing  but  corrupt 
tion  hath  appeared  in  him ;  but  yet  there  are  times 
when  that  curfed  friend  of  the  devil  hides  his  head, 
and  keepeth  filence,  and  then  the  blefled  work  of 
God  appears  again  in  full  view,  and  that  with  clear 
evidence;  and  the  faint  of  God,  fees,  feels,  and  en- 
joys it,  and  chen  his  foul  triumphs  and  glories  under 
the  pleafing  fenfations  of  it ;  and  in  fuch  a  feafon  he  is 
often  afraid  of  lofing  this  blcffcd  oppofcr  of  fatan*s 
reign,  and  this  bleffed  dcftroycr  of  fatan's  works, 
or  that  it  ftiould  be  overpowered  by  his  own  cor-* 
ruptions;  fo  that  he  charges  them  all  ndi  iofiir  nor 
awake  his  bdoved  till  be  pUafe.  '  But,  as  tbe  cloudy 
pillar  abode  upon  the  ubernacle  by  day,-  and  a  fire 
by  night,  to  profeft  and  defend  all  the  fecret  €m-J 
I  blems 
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Uems  of  grace  that  were  in  it,  even  fo  funely  will 
God  protect  and  defend  this  work  of  his  own  hands, 
from  which  alone  he  receives  his  revenues*  For 
the  Lord  will  create  upon  every  dwelling  place  of  mount 
Zien,  and  upon  all  ber'ajfemhlies^  a  cloud  andfmoak  hy 
daj^  and  the  Jhining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night ;  for 
upon  all  the  glory  foall  be  a  defence.    Ifaiah  iv.  5. 

4thl7,  The  operations,  illumioations,  confbla- 
tionSj  revelations,  and  heavenly  fellowihip,  of  the 
ever  blefled  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  are  wonderful  to 
him,  and  can  never  be  defcribed  by  him.  The 
fweet  intelligence  that  he  brings ;  the  diilant  views 
that  he  gives;  the  meditations  that  he  leads  the 
mind  into ;  the  enlargements  that  he  produces ;  the 
fordtude,  ftrength,  and  courage,  that  he  equips  the 
foul  with ;  the  love  and  zeal  that  he  pours  into  the 
heart ;  the  quick  thoughts,  witty  inventions ^  nervous 
arguments,  conclufive  fentences,  and  elegant  ex* 
preffions,  which  he  brings  to  the  mind  and  memory, 
aftonifh  the  believer,  and  make  him  a  wonder  to 
bin^lf  s  and  with  amazement  he  is  ready  to  inquire 
bow  it  is  that  he,  the  bleilM  and  eternal  Comforter, 
<:an  indulge  fuch  a  poor  creature  with  that  free- 
dom and  familiarity  that  he  doth,  by  communing 
and  holding  fellowfhip  with  fuch ;  in  helping  their 
infirmities  and  making  interceflion  for  them  $  in 
iearching  the  deep  things  of  God,  and  krting  them 
know  thp  things  that  are  freely  given  unto  them  of 
God;  in  bearing  his  witnefs  to  their  fonfliip,  and 
enabling  them  to  claim  it ;  in  fcaling  their  fouls 
.1  S  with 
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wirh  a  comfortable  affkrance^  and  operating  as  tbe 
earneft  of  the  future  inheritance ;  together  with 
the  uqei^pede^  aif)  and  ^iftance  that  he  gives  to 
withftand  and  refill  ^n  opppfer  or  a  gUnfaycr  i  at 
which  time  of  need  h^  will  furnilh  the  hearty  and 
fill  the  mouth,  with  fuch  arguments  that  the  poor 
foul  never  thought  of,  and  he  begins  to  wonder 
where  they  came  from,  npc  knowing  that  fueb  trea- 
fures  were  in  his  heart.  Jf  you  are  perfecuied  fmf 
Cbrift^sjake^  happy  areye^  fir  ibc  Spirit  of  God  an4 
^  glory  refteth  upon  you. 

5thly,  This  glory  of  the  Lord  upon  his  £iints 
fpreads  fuch  a  radiance  that  it  cafts  a  luftr^  abroad, 
and  all  around  us,  infbmuch  that  it  ofcen  refleds 
fecret  reproofs  and  convii^ions  upon  beholders,  ap 
which  fomc  dart  and  draw  back,  being  ^nfnared  in 
boles^  and  under  fal/ehood  bide  tbemfehes  to  iliun  the 
rays.  Others  by  it  are  flirred  up  to  anger^  on  V^<- 
count  of  the  difquietude  raifed  in  tbeiTi  by  con- 
fcience,  which  is  roufed  up :  thefe  hate  the  ligbi^  and 
rebel  againft  it ;  and  by  words,  looks,  and  a6b-ions, 
difcover  their  implacable  enmity  i  ail  which  mdicate 
the  conviftions  they  have  received,  for  it  is  hdne^ 
confcience  curling  of  them,  that  is  tiie  caufe  of  tiieir 
opening  their  mouths  to  curfe  us.  And  others  arc 
ib  charmed  with  the  fight  of  this  glory,  that  they 
are  allured  into  a  pro£t:Sion  without  any  pplEbffion^ 
being  embalmed,  but  never  feafoned  with  iklc ;  var«. 
nifbed,  but  never  renewed ;  reformed,  but  not  con^ 
y^ted;  joyful^  but  never  iad^  GoK^teniKl,  but^ 
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ntttr  qtiickcned }  pleklcd,  but  never  plagued. 
Howcvtr,  in  behalf  of  G'od's  Idirlts  the  promife  is 
htrchy  fulfilled.  But  tbf  Lordjhall  arife  upon  tbee, 
anJ  bis  glory  Jhall  hi  feen  upon  tbee.  Ifaiah  Ix.  i. 
And  again.  All  that  fee  tbem  Jhall  acktrowiedge  tbefh 
that  they  are  the  Jetd  wbkb  the  Lord  bath  ilejfedj^ 
For  the  eleR,  which  cty  day  and  night  unto  their  Fa^ 
tbifr  J^er^tfyj  Jhall  be  re'Warded  openly  \  becaufe  hfe. 
twU  fhcw  to  \i\t  fervants  tokens  for  good,  that  thoffe 
who  hacc  them  may  fee  it  and  be  atfhamed. 

6rhly,  The  views  of  fuch  fouls  iricreafe,  widen, 
and  extend,  as  they  go  on,  until  not  even  the  an*- 
cient  fettlements  of  the  eternal  Three,  or  the  ftferct 
council  and  private  thoughts  of  thefr  Maker,  ^firape 
their  fight  j  for  the  fecret  of  the  Lord  is  with  the 
righteous^  who  rejtnce  that  their  names  apc  written 
in  heaven^  and  know  that  the  thoughts  of  God  fo^ 
wards  tbem  are  thoughts  cf  good  and  not  of  evil j  to 
give  tbem  an  exfeSe'd end.  And  they  know,  by  what 
they  feel,  that  the  thoughts  of  bis  heart  Jland  faji 
to  a  thou/and  generations ;  for  they  find  that  their 
thoughts  are  admitted  into  the  Holy  of  Holies', 
having  thetn  brought  into  captivity  to  the  obe- 
dience of  Chrift,  and  their  hope  fo  attraft^d  sW  to 
enter  within  the  veil  as ,  an  anchor  of  the  foul, 
fur^  and  ftddfaft ;  their  etjfeSlions^  too^  are  alkwei 
to  find  admittance  and  acceptance  at  the  right  band 
ifGod^  whire  Chrift  fitteth,  and  their  mind  to  be 
fiayed  upon  him  and  kept  irt  perfeS  peace  y  for  t*  bft 
heavenly  mindtfd  is  life  and*  ptactf •    And  tKus^  it  i* 

S  2  that 
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that  their  heart  is  where  their  treafure  is.  Their 
being  thus  raifed  up,  and  made  to  fit  together 
in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefusj  is  attended 
with  wonderful  enlargement,  havmg  their  fouls 
transformed,  renewed,  and  fo  divinely  in6uenced» 
^they  look  at  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  until  tb^y  are  changed  into  the  Jame 
image  from  gkry  to  glory ^  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God. 
And  now  to  conclude  as  to  my  obfervatiqn  on  the 
excellency  of  our  God* 

Sthly,  and  laflly,  Tbey  fhall  fee  the  excellencf  of 
our  God.  His  excellency  is  feen  in  various  things^ 
and  in  9  variety  of  inftaqces.  In  creation.  The 
things  of  God  from  the  creation  of  the  world  may 
he  clearly  Jeen^  being  underflood  by  the  things  thai  are 
ptade^  even  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead.  It  may 
be  feen  in  his  government  of  the  world,  by  putting 
down  and  fetting  up  kings.  In  his  judgments  which 
he  executes  upon  the  wicked,  by  vindicating  the  caufe 
of  thofe  who  have  been  injured,  wronged,  or  de- 
frauded i  and  alfo  by  the  terrible  confciences  and 
fearful  ends  of  many,  who  have  waded  'through  a 
iea  of  blood  after  ill-gotten  wealth  or  unjuft  gain. 
Thofe  who  obferve  thefe  things  will  fay,  Ferily  there 
is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth.  Again,  his  ex- 
cellency is  feen  in  his  kbd  providence  by  fending 
feed-time  and  harv^y  fummer  and  winter y  day  and, 
night  \  by  giving  food  to  alljlejb,  ^d  his  protecting 
care  over  all  his  works,  even  to  z.  Jparrow,  yca^to 
the  very  hairs  of  our  head^  for  neither  tf  thefe  fbal{ 
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fall  to  the  ground  without  the  will  of  our  heavenhf 
Father. 

Again,  It  is  further  feen  by  the  wifdom  that  he 
gives  to  rulers  for  .  the  good  of  a  nation^  as  David 
and  Solomon  to  Ifrael ;  and  by  the  various  gifts  of 
mechanical  genius,  as  to  Bezaleel  for  the  work  of 
the  tabernacle ;  and  alfo  by  the  difcretion  which  he 
beftows  upon  the  hufbandmen.     Doth  tbe^  plow-^ 
man  plow  all  the  day  to  fow  ?   Doth  be  open  and 
break  the  clods  of  his  ground  ?  When  be  bath  madt 
plain  the  face  thereof^  doth  be  not  caji  abroad  the 
fetcbesy  andjcatter  the  cUmmin^  and  caft  in  the  prin-^ 
cipal  wheat y  and  the  appointed  barley^  and  the  rye  in 
their  place  ?  For  his  God  doth  inflruSl  him  to  difcre- 
tion.   This  alfo  cometh  forth  from  the  Lord  of  Hofls^ 
who  is  wonderful  in  counfely  and  excellent  in  working. 
Souls  that  are  enlightened  may  fee  the  wonder- 
fill  things  of  God  in  the  law,  and  under  the  former 
difpeniation,  and  in  his  wonderful  dealings  with 
Ifrael'by  their  deliverance  from  Egypt,  to  their 
difperfion  by  the  Romans;  but  in  neither  of  thefe 
is  feen  the  excellency  of  our  Gody  for  in  one  work  he 
hath  excelled  all  thefe.     The  Patriarchs  and  Ifrael- 
ifes  had  Chrift  in  the  promife,   in  prophecy,  in 
types,  and  in  figures,  and  they  had  the  (hadows  of 
him  in  facrifice  j  but  they  had  not  feen  him  raanifeft 
in  the  flefli  as  we  have :  they  longed  to  fee,  and 
to  hear  him,  but  did  not  as  incarnate.    God  bath 
provided fome  better  thing  for  us,  that  they  without  us 
fhonld  not  be  made  perfeSt.    Abraham  cannot  be  the 

S  3  father 


(    262    ) 

father  of  many  nations^  until  the  nadons  receive  his 
faith.  All  generations  cannot  be  blefTed  in  him, 
until  his  bleffing  comes  upon  them.  Ifraelj  (?(pe- 
cially  the  remnant  among  them,  were  a  typical 
people,  which  cannot  be  made  perfe£t  without  the 
anti-typical  Ifracl  of  God.  God  hatb  provided fome 
fitter  thing  for  us.  Ifrael  had  the  law  and  the  glory 
of  it  \  hu^  the  glorious  gofpei  is  a  glory  that  cxcelletb. 
They  hfd  their  high  pricft,  and  other  priefts  to 
minifler;  but  Cirj/^  hath  obtained  a  more  excellent  mi^ 
nijiry^  which  is  not  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  command^ 
»ent^  but  after  the  power  of  an  endlefs  life.  They 
received  the  law  by  the  difpofition  of  angels ;  hut 
unto  the  angel^  hatb  he  not  put  in  JuhjeSlion  the 
goipel,  which  is.  what  the  Jews  uf?d  to  call  the 
vsorld^  /^  come^  whereof  wejpeak^ :  for  the  gofpd  began 
to  bejpfiken  by  the  Lord^  who  hath  by  inheritance  ob- 
Saine4  a  more  excellent  name  than  they.  And  indeed 
$he  angels  get  their  knowledge  of  the  gofpel  from 
Vs,  inftead  of  preaching  it  to  us,  as  it  is  writtein  i  to 
the  intent  that  now^  unto  the  principalities  and  powers 
in  heavenly  places,  might  be  known  by  the  church  the 
manifold  wifdom  of  God.  Tlie  Jcwifli  church  was 
much  under  bonjdag?  to  fearj  but  the  creatures ,  the 
GentileSy  are  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  cor- 
ruption, and  brought  into  the  glorious  liberty  of 
the  children  of  God>  and  to  walk  in  charity,  which 
is  the  more  excellent  way. 

In  creation  infinite  wildom  and  almighty  power 
are  difplaycd;  in  the  law  holinefs,  juftice^  and 
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ferribk  majefty,  are  feen ;  but  in  the  eternal  Blv^- 
don  of  poor  finners,  by  free  grace  through  faith  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  is  difcoTered  a  more  glorious  difplay 
of  every  perfeftion  of  the  Deity.  The  eternal 
coonfelj^  mercy,  and  goodneis,  of  the  eternal  Three» 
Fadzer,  Son,  :diid  Holy  Ghoft,  are  mod:  wonderfully 
dchibited  in  thn  ever  blefled  plan,  wherein  life  and 
immortality'  are  brought  to  light,  the  nnanifold 
ififdbm  of  Ood. unfolded,  and  in  which  he  hath 
adxiunded  towards  us  m  all  wifitomand  prudencd 
This  work  excelleth  all  his  works.  To  fee  by  the 
eyt-  of  faith  Chrift  crucified  for  us^  and  to  fee  him 
rtfen  and  glorified ;  ^oa,  in  our  own  nature  crowned 
^ith  glory  afmi  honour,  and  afcended  far  above  all 
heavens,  there  to  appear  in  the  prefcnce  of  God  for 
us,  is  feeii^  the  glory  of  che  Lord  with  a  witnefs  $ 
yea,  this  is  fuch  a  figbt  as  no  Old  Teitament  faint 
ever  bad  under  the  former  difpenfation^  and  there- 
fore blejfed  are  our  eyes^  for  they  fee  thcfe  things, 
which  are  what  the  ancient  faints  longed  to  fee,  but 
faw  them  not.  But  we  fee  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
*and  the  excellency  of  our  God-,  which  excellency  is 
the  clear  revelation  of  a  trinity  of  perfons  in  one 
nature,  united  in  the  one  Jehovah,  which  by  Chrift 
himfelfis  clearly  revealed;  and  which  eternal  Three, 
in  ineffable,  incomprehenfible,  and  eternal  union, 
is  the  one  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  the  One  God  of 
Abrabamj  Ifaac^  andjaccb. 

This  the  Saviour,  who  lay  in  the  bofom  of  the 
Father,  hath  revealed,  and  this  is  the  great  and  glo- 
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rious  obje(ft  of  that  faith  which  is  peculiar  to  God*s 
eled:,  all  of  whom  are  to  come  to  the  acknowtedgmeni 
cf  the  myftery  of  God^  and  of  the  Father y  and  of 
Chrifi.  ColoflC  ii.  (2.  And  to  make  all  men  fee  what 
Js  the  fellow/hip  of  the  myftery^  Eph.  iii.  9.  And 
fureJ  am  that  a  bcUeving  view  and  feeliiig  ienie  of 
the  eternal  love  of  God  the  Father,  a  dear  dif^ 
.covery  of  one's  intereft  in  the  finiflied  {alvation  of 
.God  the  Son,  with  light  to  fee,  and  life  to  feel,  the 
hope  and  bdefled  rencwuig  of  God  the  Holy  Ghoft^ 
is'Jeeing  the  exuUmcy  of  our  Gad. .  This  work  of 
God  excels  alLhis  works  ;  and  to  the  poor  perilhiiig 
broken-hearted  fmner  this  .is  God's  moft  excellent 
appearan  ce.  May  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jeftts  Chrift\ 
and  the  love  ofGod^  and  the  fellowflrif  of  the  Holy 
Cbojiy  be  with  my  reader  now  and  for  evermore. 
Amen  and  Amen,  fays  the  worft  of  all  finners, 
and  the  greateft  of  all  the  monuments  of  fovertign 
^nercv,  the  Coal  Heaver. 
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TTHB  PASSOVERFBASTj  AND  TBBPBOPEBGUE8T0. 

^Ifofo  eaietb  mjJUJh^  and  drinketb  my  hlood^  baib  eter^ 
nal  life,  and  I  will  raife  bim  up  at  the  lafi  day. 

John  vi.  54. 

At  this  Ipcech  the  Jews  take  very  great  ofibice ; 
yea,  and  numbers  of  the  Lx>rd's  nombal  difciples 
kick  at  it^  depart  from  him,  and  walk  no  more  with 
him ;  nor  doth  it  feem  that  the  Lord's  true  difciples 
were  altogether  pleafed^  but  rather  difgu^d  i  hence 
the  Lord's  inquiry,  Willjedf^ga  wmayf.  The  worda 
that  the  Lord  fpoke  were  Jptrit,  and  tbej  were  lif$j^ 
but  the  carnal  Jews  put  c&rnal  conftrudions  upon 
all  (hat  he  faid,  an4  took  it  for  graii^ited  that  ajil  whp 
thus  fed  upon  Chrift  muft  be  cannibals. 

Bringing  divine  myfteries  down  to  carnal  reafony 
which  can  neyer  reach  their  divine  fublimity,4s  thc; 
fole  caufe  of  making  Chrift  Jefus  aftone  offiumbling, 
and  rock  of  offence  %  for  by  carnal  reafon  they  cannot 
comprehend  t^em,  therefore  th^  take  ofience  at, 
and  rejcft  them,  and  fo  ftumble  at  the  wordy  being 
di/abedienti  wberemto  alfo  tb^  were  appointed.-  TJte. 
poor  woman  of  Samaria  pu?  her  conftrudlions  upon 
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Chrift's  living  water  as  thcfe  do  upon  his  Jlejb  and 
llood'y  for  (he  could  not  raife  one  thought  above 
*JacoFs  welly  nor  can  thcfe  raife  one  thought  above 
eating  real  flefh,  and  drinking  real  blood. 

That  depth  of  Solan,  called  tranfubjlantiation^  took 
Its  rife  from  fuch  fcriptures  as  thefe,  by  which  fool- 
ifh  notion  the  Saviour,  who  is  the  eternal  banquet 
of  poor  periihing  fouls,  is  turned  into  a  morfcl  for 
the  bowels,  which  (with  all  other  meats  that  perifh) 
is  caft  out  into  the  draught.  '     - 

•  But  one  might  think  it  ftrange  that  the  Jews, 
who  had  been  fo  long  under  the  ceremonial  law, 
and  fotbng'  accuftoined  to  offer  facrifices,  fhould 
fee  no  farther  than  thevidtim  and  the  altar,  when 
their  law  was  fo  full  of  accounts  about  fin  offerings, 
j?eace  olferrngs,  btrfnt  offerings,  and  atonements; 
and,  above  all,  thc-paflbver  offerings,  by  which,  and 
tindcf  the  blood  of  whieh>.Ifracl  efcaped  the  judg- 
ments of  God  ift  Egypt, 

*  Moreover,  und^r  tte^filw  fome  of  thci^  fatrifitJei 
were  va^ioufly  diftnbuicd :  one  part-  -wis  for  60^5 
which  pointed  out  fatisfafbioii' for  (ini  /  arib'thieF  pare 
went  to  the  priefts,  another  to  the  offltrel",  aod  ano- 
ther to  theyfe  who-  were  ibVitied  •,  aAd  thtiis  it  h  now,' 
Qirifl:  our  prieft  delighted  in  the  re^ttptSon  of  oui* 
Ibuh;  Bis  meat  was  tc  do  the  tviU  if  hdn  that  Jinf 
him,  and  tojkijh'  Bs  w&tk.  The  rofal  friejiboody  ail 
Pt^er  xalte  os,  and-  rfl  wha  arc  invited  and  eft (^-  * 
ally  called  to  rhd  htn^fcnly  feaft^  fiHd  nourifiiment 
and  fati;fa6tion  in  Cht^  tot  theJr  fouk« 
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Why  (hould  myftical  food  fecm  fuch  a  ftrangc 
thingi  when  there  is  fcarcc  a  pcrfon  living  who  doth 
liot  feed  myftically  upon  fomething  ?  The  covetous 
are  faid  KofmaUow  down  riches^  and  to  vomit  tbem  up 
ifflH.     Godjball  caji  tbetn  out  of  his  belly,  (Job  xx 
15)  as  Juda§  did  when  he  caft  the  thirty  pieces  of 
filvcr  down. in  the  tfempk,  that  is,  when  the  wrath 
of  God  had  made  him  fick.     The  whore  of  Babylon 
is  faid  ta  tbirfi  for  the  blood  of  the  faints,  and  to  be 
modi  drwfdt  with  it.    The  deftruftion  of  God*s  peo- 
pleis  a  fweet  entertainment  to  their  revengeful' fouls. 
The  mauih(f  fools  feedetb  on  foolijhnefs.  Prov.  xv.  15/ 
The  prodigal  would  fain  hanje  filled  his  belly  with  bujks^^ 
thiLt  is, -with  a  form  of  godlincfs  withoutthe  power. 
The  heretic  feedeth  on  afbes ;  a  deceived  heart  bath 
turned  him  afide^fo  that  he  cannot  deliver  his  foul,  nor, 
fay.  Is  there  not  a  lie  in  my  right  hand?  liaiah  xliv» 
20.    Of  Ephraim  it  is  faid,  when  he  went  to  idola- 
try, that  he  feedeth  on  wind,  and  followeth  after  the 
eaft  wind.  Hofca  xii.  i.  Thofe  that  hate  knowledgc>/ 
and  defpifc  reproof,  eat  the  fruit  of  their  own  wa^s, 
andarefiUed  with  their  own  devices.  Prov.  i.  31,  And 
tbefiuls  of  tranfgreffors  eat  violence.     Now  all  thefe 
feed  in  a  myftical  way,  and  all  of  this  is  faid  to  be 
fpending  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  labour 
for  that  which  fatiifieth  mt\  which  food  is  only  to 
gratify  the  carnal  mind,  or  the  evil  defires  of  the 
flefh,  for  it  can  ijever  fatisfy  the  defires  of  a  foul 
confcious  of  guilt,  and  fenfible  of  his  loft  eftaj^. 
Nothing  but  heavenly  food  will  do  for  fuch  a  dif- 
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trcffcd  finner,  who  is  fcarching  the  fcripturcs  car- 
neftly,  /;/  which  be  hopes  to  find  eternal  life  i  and  ihty 
are  they  (faith  the  Saviour)  that  teftify  of  me.  He 
finds  himfelfj  like  the  Ethiopian  eunuch^  too  igno^ 
rant  to  come  to  their  fpiritual  fcnfe,  except  Ibmc 
one  guides  him.  Now,  as  there  arc  fome  who 
perijhfor  lack  of  knowledge^  it  follows  that  knowledge 
muft  be  food  for  thofe  who  perifh  not.  Myfon^ 
eat  thou  honey ^^  hecaufe  it  is  goody  and  the  boneycqwbj 
which  is  fweet  to  thy  tafte :  Sojhall  the  knowledge  of 
wifdom  be  unto  thy  foul  when  thou  haft  found  it  i  then 
there  ftsall  be  a  reward^  and  thine  expeElatimfhailnot  he 
eutoff.  Prov.  xxiv.  13, 14, 

Ezekiel  eats  the  roll,  and  John  the  Uttle  hook ;  and, 
when  they  came  to  learn,  mark,  and  inwardfy  digeft, 
the  things  that  were  contained  in  them^  they  found 
them  zs  fweet  as  honey.  A  knowledge  of  Chrift  cm-  - 
cified  is  heavenly  food  ^  and  God  hath  promifed  to 
fendpaftors  after  his  own  heart,  that  Jball  feed  bispeeple 
with  knowledge  and  underftanding. 

Again,  the  felf-condcmned  foul,  who  knows  that 
he  hath  broken  every  precept  of  God's  law,  and 
ftands  condemned  by  it,  being  under  a  fenfc  of 
God*s  wrath,  he  hungers  for  righteoufnefs,  and 
Chrift:  crucified  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteouf-  . 
ncls  to  every  one  that  believes  i  and  it  is  in  this,  and 
this  only,  that  he  can  find  peace  in  his  confcience, 
or  acceptance  with  God. 

One  who  labours  under  the  intolerable  weight  of 

fin,  and  hath  nothing  before  his  eyes  but  his  own 
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tran%reffions,  with  nothing  but  bitter  refleftions 
within,  and  cxpcding  nothing  but  torment  in  the 
world  to  come ;  it  is  no  wonder  that  fuch  a  foul, 
bearing  that  the  blo0d  ofCbrifl  cleanfcs  from  aUfin^ 
and  that  the  dear  Redeemer  made'peace  and  recon* 
ciliation  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs,  I  fay  it  is  no  won- 
der that  fuch  a  poor  foul  thirds  for  the  atonement. 
MfJUJb  is  meat  indeed,  and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed. 
And  fo  it  is  to  tho'fe  who  feel  their  real  need  of 
them  i  for  fuch  a  foul  by  the  eye  of  faith  fees  Chrift 
under  all  the  fins  of  his  people,  bearing  the  weight 
pf  them  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree ,-  enduring  the 
wrath  of  God  and  the  curfe  of  the  law,  which  arc 
due  to  fuch  tranfgreffors  i  and  as  their  furety  paying 
the  dreadful  debt,  and  delivering  them  from  gQing 
down  to  the  pit  by  laying  down  his  own  life,  the 
price  of  their  ranfom, 

Tbe  vwrds  that  IJpeak  unto  you  arejpirit,  and  tbey 
are  Ufa.  They  arc  not  to  be  carnally  or  literally  un-*. 
derftood.  I  lay  down  my  life  a  ranfom  for  many, 
and  I  Ihal)  take  it  again,  and  afcend  into  heaven  in 
that  human  nature,  which  I  /hall  offer  up  a  facrifice 
for  fin,  and  the  heavens  will  receive  me  till  the  rejliiu* 
turn  of  aU  things,  and  yet  (as  the  omniprefent  G6d) 
I  am  with  you  always  to  the  end  of  .the  world ;  and, 
though  the  world  fees  me  no  morei  yet  y^  fee  me,  and  \ 
i?rill  manifeft  myfelf  to  them  that  the  Father  hath 
given  me,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our 
abode  with  him,  and  I  will  come  with  all  the  benefits 
of  piy  crof§>  affd  wiK/^p  wtb  him  and  be  with,  me ; . 

and 
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and  fuch  (hall  know  that  my  warJ  is  Jpirii,  and  ffiy 
word  is  Ijfe^  for  I  (hall  bring  my  reward  ^kh  mc. 
I  will  remove  the  veil  of  ignorance,  PLhd  feed  hint 
witli  the  knowledge  of  myfelf,  and  his  intereft  in 
me ;  his  guilty  confcience  (hall  be  fatisfied  widi  3 
joyful  fenle  of  the  remiffion  of  all  fins ;  his  dead 
i<ml  (hall  have  the  abundance  of  life ;  his  hard 
heart  (hall  melt  under  my  dying  love  to  him ;  and 
Be  (hall  abound  in  hope  toward  me«  I  will  fatisfy 
his  felf  condemned  foul  with  my  everlaftirig  righte- 
oufnefs ;  I  will  renew  his  mind  and  make  ic  hea« 
renly^  and  keep  it  in  perfe<5l  peace  Aayed  upon  me^ 
and  I  will  (ill  him  with  love,  joy,  and  canfoladon  : 
be  (hall  fee  me  as  his  alt  fuHicient  Saviour,  and  (hall 
truft  in  me  as  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs ;  and 
ftall  know  his  eleflion,  redemption,  and  reconci«< 
liation  i  ju(ti(ication,  fanftificadon,  and  renovation  i. 
and  have  an  a(rurance  of  his  eter/ial  glorification. 
I  will  live  in  him,  and  he  (kail  live  by  the  faith  of 
me  ;^  for  I  will  come  to  him,  and  will  dwell  in  him^ 
9nd  he  (haU  be  repleni(hed,  filled,  and  infinitely  fa-* 
tisiied  with  my  fulnefs,  and  with  my  goodnefs ;  and 
flmll  (ee  that  all  thofe  things  are  procured  k>  hiM 
by  my  facrifice,  and  afTured  to  him  by  the  fati^fac^ 
tion  I  have  made,  and  by  the  manifeftation  of  my** 
felf  to  him ;  then  (hall  he  know  that  myfiep^  is  meai 
indeed^  when  he  (ecs  me  to  be  a  (in-ofTering,  ancf 
that  I  was  made  a  curfe  to  fave  him  from  eter- 
nal death*     And  he  ihall  know  that  my  blood  is 

drink  indcedj  when  it  purges  him  fromidU  his.finsy 
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redeems  him  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  opens  a 
way  for  him  to  eternal  blifs ;  to  fuch  an  one  my 
word  is  fpirit  in  the  application  of  jc  to  him^  and 
by  the  experience,  power,  and  accomplifliment,  of 
it  in  him  \  and  my  word  is  life  where  I  thus 
quicken  a  foul,  and  fave  it  from  legal,  ipiritual, 
and  eternal  death.  And  I  will  raile  him  up  at  the 
laft  day. 


XIX.  THE 
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XIX. 

THE  HBAVEN-BORN  SOUL  IN  HIS  HIGHEST  CHA- 
BACTER  (considered  AS  HAVING  PUT  ON 
THE  NEW  MAN)^  DERIYING  THE  WHOLE  07 
HIS  PEDIGREE  PROM  THE  SINLESS  SEED  OF 
GOD. 

Whofoever  is  hem  o/Goddotb  not  commit  fin^forhis 
Joed  remaineth  in  him ;  and  ho  camwtjin^  becaufe  be 
is  born  (f  God.     i  Johh  iii.  9. 

Infant  innoccncy,  or  freedom  from  the  in-being 

of  fin,  or  from  every  commilfion  ofic^  cannot  be 

intended  in  this  text;  for^  iftve/ay  that  we  baoe  not 

fiwudy  we  make  God  a  Uar,  for  he  hath  declared  that 

we  have  all  finned. 

Nor  can  the  lying  notion  of  finlefs  perfeftion  be 
fupported  by  it  j'yZr,  if  we/ay  we  bave  nojin,  we  de^- 
eeive  ourjelves^  and  tbe  truth  is  not  in  us.  The  apof- 
tle  John  is  point  blank  againft  both  thefe ;  nor  can 
it  mean  that  a  foul  born  of  God  never  commits  fin ; 
for,  at  the  apprehcnfion  of  Chrift,  aU  tbe  difctplesfor- 
Jook  bim  andfied^  John  as  well  as  the  reft :  and  that 
was  contrary  to  what  they  had  all  avowed.  And  God 
fays.  Thou  (halt  pay  thy  vows.  Peter  6sc\xredL^Though 
IJbould  die  with  thee,  yet  will  I  not  deny  tbee;  Ukewife 
(dfojaidalltbedifciples.  Matt,  xxvi.  35.  This  wa$fin« 

and 
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arid  a  gfcat  (in  too;  moreover  the  apoftles  were 
]|;horanc  of  the  word  of  God,  as  well  as  others.  For 
dsytt  they  knew  mftbefiripfureSi  tbat  he  muft  rife  again  . 

0  f 

frifm  the  dead.  John  3cx.  9.    And  we  know  that  ig- 
norance is  fin.    A  facrificc  was  appointed  under  the 
law  for  the  fin  of  ignorance.     Nor  can  we  fuppofe' 
that  the  aipoftle  John  never  osfendefl  in  his  Converted . 
(fare ;   for  James,  the  great  paftor  of  the  gofpel 
church  at  Jerufalem, -is  perfonating  all  the  apoftlcs' 
and  difciples  of  Chrift,  affirms  that  in  maftjf  things 
'slfe  offend  ally  and  that  be  tbat  cffendetb  not  in  tongue  is' 
a'perfeSl  man,  tec.    Andi  as  it  is  here  granted  and' 
confeflfed  bjr  one  of  the  grcatcft  of  nlen  that  all  of- 
fend, fb  aMb  faith  the  wifdom  of  Gbd  }3^ttbertis 
not  a  juft  man  upn  earth  tbat  doetb  good  andjimeth 
not.  I  muft  corifcfs  that  this  text  ufed  often  to  ftumblc 
mc  J  nor  have  I  ever  met  with  a  preaeherj  or  fcr- 
mon  by  a  preacher,  nor  private  chriftian^  nor  com- 
mentator, that  ever  did,   or  could,  remove  this 
ftXimbHing  block  out  of  my  way  j  nor  did  the  conduft 
of  John  himfelf  remove  it;  for,  when  be  Jaw  the  Son 
of  God  in  the  midji  of  the /even  golden  candle/ticks  j  with 
bis  garmhtt  down  to  the' foot,  his  golden  girdle^  with  his 
hoary  head  and ftathing  eyes ;  his  feet  as  bumijhid  brafs, 
and  bis  voice  as  many  waters  j  he  dt  once  drops  at  his 
feet  as  one  deady  and  rifes  no  more  till  a  divine  arm  was 
laid  upon  him,  and  bis  fears  rebuked  and  removed  by  the 
Zj>rd  himfelf.    Rev.  i.  13,  14,  15,  16.      All   thefe 
things,  this  fervilc  fear,  this  panic,  this  dropping 
dtad,  and  fainting  away,  were  fo  many  indications 
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of  the  fall  of  man,  of  human  depravity,  of  the  in- 
being  of  fin,  and  of  a  fenfc  of  guilt  from  that  in- 
being,  and  of  dreadful  fear,  fliame,  and  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  divine  anger,  on  the  account  of  it ;  all 
which  fhc  Saviour  rebuked,  and  encouraged  him 
againft  J  Fearnot^  I  am  be  that  Ihetb,  and  was  dead, 
and  am  alive  for  evermore^  Amen,  and  have  the  keys  of 
hell  and  of  death.    There  was  no  caufe  to  rebuke 
his  fearsj  if  they  were  not  fervile,  nor  to  tell  him  he. 
had  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  deaths  if  he  had  no  fenie 
of  his  own  comelinffs  turning  into  corruption^  as  Daniel's 
did  at  the  fame  fight.    And,  when  Chrift  faid  to . 
him,  Fear  not>  it  was  to  difperfe  his  apprehenfions  of 
divine  anger,  to  the  which  he  yielded  through  fear ; 
and,  when  he  faid,  I  am  he  that  liveth,  it  was  >to  in« 
form  him  that  he  had  an  advocate,  and  an  everliy- 
ing  intercefifor,  with  the  Father  $  and,  when  he  told 
him  he  had  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death,  it  was  to 
deliver  him  from  the  fears  and  apprehenfions  of 
both*    All  which  prove  that  John,  though  the  be- 
loved difciple,  was  not  perfeft  in  the  flefli,  or  with- 
out fin  ;  though  he  might  be  kept  very  near  to  God, 
very  lively  in  his  frames,  and  have   uncommon 
light,  knowledge,  wifdom,  and  prudence  \  ytt  all 
this  was  from  Chrift's  fulneis.     His  natural  temper 
and  humility  might  exceed  others ;  and  that  he  was 
a  moft  affeftionate  lover  and  faithful  follower  of 
Chrift,  that  Chrift  (as  man)  loved  him  with  a  moft 
tender  affeftion  5  and  that  he  lived  longer  than  all 
the  reft  of  the  apoftlcs,  and  came  to  a  natural  endj^. 

which 
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which  the  others  did  not,  and  had  the  honour  of 
finifhing  the  canon  of  fcripturej  all  this  may  be 
true  of  him,  yet  all  gifts  are  from  the  God  of  nature 
and  of  grace.  And  yet,  as  a  fon  of  Adam,  he  was 
a  fiiiner ;  and,  as  Chrift  came  to  fave  finners,  yea, 
and  the  chiefeft  of  finners,  it  (hews  that  the  Lord's ' 
great  condefcenQon  to  John  was  to  one  that  was  a 
iinner,  as  all  are  both  by  birth  and  practice,  for  all 
have  finned,  all  are  enemies  to  God  (and  this  John 
owns,  not  that  we  loved  God)  5  all  have  come  fhort 
of  the  glory  of  God  j  all  have  revolted  'from  him 
(the  judgment  came  upon  all  to  condemnation)^ 
and  all  are  children  of  wrath,  the  one  as  well  as  the 
other ;  and,  inftead  of  the  Jews  exceeding  the  hea- . 
then  nations  in  righteoufnefs,  by  their  conduft  pro- 
fanenels  went  from  them  into  all  lands,  and  the 
name  of  God.  was  blafphemed  among  the  Gentiles 
through  them,  for  the  Gentiles  had  no  God,  but 
idols.  And  Ifrael,  who  only  had  the  true  God,  often 
fell  to  idolatry,  which  was  changing  their  glory  into 
Jbame^  and  leaving  the  fountain  of  living  waters  for  a 
ci/iem  that  could  hold  no  water. 

If  a  man  that  is  born  of  God  never  offends  in 
thought,  word,  or  deed,  the  old  man  muft  not  only 
be  crucified,  dead,  and  buried^  with  Chrift,  but  en- 
tircly  extin6t  with  rcfpeft  to  us.  But  with  tbeflejb 
Paulferved  the  law  of  fin;  Rom,  vii.  25.  John  him- 
fclf  cautions  believers  againft  fin,  which  fhews  the 
poflibility  of  a  heaven-born  foul  finning;  Xk^f^  things 
"ifrite  I  untoyouy  that  you  fin  not  5  and  yet  guards  the 
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beliei^er  againft  dcfpair,  fliould  thb  be  the  unhapp/ 
caie ;  J^j  {^^  mmfah  ^<^  ^^^  ^  advocate  wiib 
tbi  FatbtTi  Jejks  Cbr^  the  right  etms  i  and  be  is  tbf 
prepitiatum  far  our  fins. 

Furtbermorey  he  tells  the  ftanding  believer  bow 
to  z€t  with  a  falli^n  one  i  If  atg^  man  fee  bis  brother 
fin  a  fin  tobickis  noimio  death,  befi^aUiffiofGod,  and 
befiraBffue  him  V^  for  him  that  fins  not  unto  4&atb ; 
there  is  a  fin  unto  deaths  I  do  notfaf-  that  beftfoUfra^ 
farit^ 

Nor  do  I  believe  that  thi$  great  and  holy  apoftle, 
however  he  might  (like  Paul)  exercife  himfelf  day 
and  night  to  have  always  a  confcience  void  of  of- 
fence; yet  he  did  not  always  efcape  the  bar  of  equity 
without  iocM  ceniure,  reproof>  accu&tion>  or  re- 
proach I  wd«  this  may  be  gathered  from  his  own 
pen^  for  it  is  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  that 
the  mouth  fpeaketh.  For^  if  our  heart  condemn  us, 
God  is  greater  (ban  our  heart,  and  knowetb  all  things. 
Beloved,  if  our  heart  condemn  us  not,  then  have  we  con-^ 
fidenee  towards  God.  i  John  iii.  20j  21.  Hence  it 
appears  evident  that  John  was  not  unacquainted 
with  the  cenfiires  of  his  own  hearty  and  of  appeals  to 
God  in  fuch  cafes,  and  acknowledges  the  happy  en* 
joyment  of  a  good  oonfcience;  if  our  heart  conr 
demn  us  not,  &c. 

And  he  .is  thankful  alio  for  an  advocate,  and  he 
knew  the  ufe  and  value  of  Chrift  in  that  office ;  ff^t 
have  an  advocate  wiib  the  Father,  J^us  Chrift  the 
rigbfeous  \  and  he  is  tbe  fropitiatkn  for  our  fins.  From 
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all  which  we  may  conclude  diat  finlds  perfe£lioD^ 
or  perfedion  in  the  fle&y  is  neither  advanced  in  dxis 
text,  nor  intended  by  it. 

Sooie  have  been  ready  to  conclude,  firom  this 
portion  of  fcripture^thatbelievers^  bcczufc  f bey  would 
do  good^  and)  if  poffible^  would  g^ly  be  free  from 
all  fins,  yea,  from  the  very  in*being  of  fin,  that 
their  flip's  and  falls  are  no  fins,  and  becaufe  the  man 
U  bliffed  to  whom  the  Lord  wiU  not  impute  Jin^  But 
the  confefilons  and  groanings  of  all  the  faints  coii* 
Jradid  this  notion ;  befides,  they  are  called  fins, 
though  not  imputed  j  that  is,  they  are  not  imputed 
to  the  believer  fo  as  to  be  brought  forth  againft  him 
at  the  day  of  judgment,  becaufe  Cfarift  the  funety 
has  born  them,  and  made  fiitisfadion  and  anfwered 
for  &em  i  neverthelefs  they  are  brought  forth  in 
the  court  of  conscience,  and  procure  many  frowns, 
chaftilements,  defertions,  reproofs,  lois  of  comfort, 
dead[ne&  of  foid,  fliame,  and  confufion  of  face,  and 
for  which  they  are  often  detained  before  the  Lord  in 
the  court  of  equity,  till  the  blood  of  fprinkling  pro** 
cures  their  enlargement  and  re-introdu^ionto  God^s 
pre&nce. 

Others  have  thought  that  this^^  in  my  text  is 
&tth,  becaufe  it  is  iaid  that  whadbever  is  born  of 
God  overcomes  the  world  j  and  this  i>  the  viSory 
fbat  overcometb  tbe  world,  even  ourfaitb.  And  fome 
have  concluded  it  muft  be  the  j^ord  of  God,  becaufe 
that  is  caUed  incorruptible  feed.  Some  have  thought 
that  it  is  Chriit  formed  in  us,  as  he  is  called  a  feed, 
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the  feed  rfDavidy  &c.  And  others  call  it  the  im- 
plantation of  grace,  which  the  Spirit  plants  in  the 
ibul  which  is  called  a  bed  of  fpicesj  and  under 
whoft  influence  thcfe  various  graces^  or  fpices^  are 
made  to  flow  out  into  exercije^  and  ennit  their  odours^ 
fo  as  to  make  the  believer  a  fweet  favour  of  Chriftj 
which,  for  aught  I  know,  is  true. 

When  this  great  apoftle  treats  of  the  faint's  fpiri- 
tual  birth,  he  fays  that  he  is  born  not  of  bloody  nor  of 
the  will  of  tbeflejby  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God. 
God  of  his  own  will  begets  him  by  the  word  ap- 
plied, and  the  Spirit,  operating  with  it,  quickens 
him ;  and,  when  begotten  from  a  date  of  death  and 
infenfibility,  and  quickened  to  a  feeling  fenfe  of  his 
danger,  wrath  feizes  him,  and  awakens  all  his  fears 
about  Mm,  and  againft  him,  and  the  fenfe  of  wrath 
chains  his  heart  down  to  meditate  terror ;  his  mind 
is  chafed,  vexed,  grieved,  agitated,  and  torment* 
ed,  for  fear  hath  torment.     Wrath  and  guilt,  meet- 
ing together,  bring  on  the  labour ;  love,  meeting 
with  our  mifery,  and  operating  againft  it,  produces 
the  birth,  and  brings  forth  the  foul.     There  is  no 
fear  in  kve,  but  perfeSl  love  cajieth  out  fear,  becaufe 
fear  hath  torment-^  be  that  fearetb  is  not  made  per feS 
in  love,  and  be  that  lovetb  is  bom  of  God  and  knowetb 
God. 

We  know  that  God  hath  ufed  many  fimilitudes  in 
condefcenfion  to  human  weaknefs.  We  read  of  the 
feed  of  man,  which  is  man ;  and  of  the  feed  of  beafts, 
which  arc  beafts  j  and  we  read  of  Chrift  being  called 
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a  feed^  who  Is  God  and  man  in  one  perfon ;  and 
wc  read  of  CbriJPs  feedy  which  are  partly  flcfli  and 
partly  Spirit ;  Tbeflejh  luftetb  againft  the  Sprite  and 
the  Spirit  againft  theflejby  &c.  Now,  as  all  feed  has 
the  likenefs  of  thofe  from  whom  it  fprings,  and  the 
fame  nature,  this  feed  in  my  text,  whatever  it  is, 
muft  have  fome  refemblance  to  God ;  yea,  and  the 
nature  of  him  too.  But  then  what  is  God  ?  John 
anfwers,  God  is  love ;  and  he  that  loveth  is  bom  of 
God,  andknowetb  God;  and  he  that  is  thus  begotten 
of  God  lores  him  that  begets,  and  him  that  is  be- 
gotten of  him.  Hence  it  appearis  that  this  feed  is 
the  diftinguifhing  and  everlafting  love  of  God  the 
Father  Ihed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft; 
which  is  given  unto  us  j  for  John  always  afcribes  it 
to  God  the  Father.  Wc  read  of  the  love  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  love  of 
the  Spirit ;  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  and  of  all  grace, 
which  is  produced  by  the  Spirit,  and  diftin6kly  call- 
ed the  fruit  of  the  Spirit ;  and  wc  read  of  the  grace 
of  Chrift,  and  of  him  formed  in  the  heart,  &c.  &c. 
But  this/eed  is  the  everlafting  love  of  God  the  Fa- 
ther, diftinA  from  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  from  the 
love  of  the  Spirit ;  who  promifes  to  cireumcife  our 
hearts  to  hve  bim,  and  with  loving-kindnefs  to  draw  us. 
And,  as  God  of  his  own  will  begets  us,  his  feed  is 
in  thofe  begotten  of  him  i  and  Chrift  fays,  The  Fa; 
tber  bimfelf  lovietb  you  I  and  it  was  love  in  God  to 
fend  his  Son  s  and  this  love  is  diftmguilhed  by  John 
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himfelf  from  the  lave  of  ChrifL  aad  from  the  love 
of  the  Qoljr  Spirit^  whi^h  he  call^  the  anointing, 
•  It  was .  brought  with  power  and*  comfort  to  jpy 
foul  that  fJiis  is  thej2r^^;  and  no  wonder,  for  Joho 
pwns  that  this  feed  is  of  the  Father,  for  love  is  rfGo4 
( I  John  iv.  7),  and  God  is  love ;  and  be  that  dwelUtb 
in  lave  dwelletb  in  God,  OhdGodin  bim^  i  Jphn  iv,  i6» 
This  is  t\ic/eedy  this  is  the  di^ne  nqti^re,  this  1%  the 
-roof  pfthe  nutter  \  ip  Is  the  more  excellent  way,  and  it 
is  that  chatty  fbaj  nfoer  faUetb^  and  is  die  elder  fifiber 
of  the  thr.e^,  and  the  Cbul  of  all  the  re^ ;  for  faiib^ 
patience i  bumiliSy,  meeknefs^  temper a^ice,  and  ^ery  olbet 
virtue^  are  qfcribed  to  ber*  ^  Cor.  ^nu  4, 5,  $,  7.  Cb^* 
riiy  tbinkeik  no  evih  and  i$  therefore  a/(ud  that  am- 
pot  Jin.  He  tbat  is  torn  of  Godjn^fk  not^  Pa^l  de<t 
lighted  in  thel^w  of  Gp^  ^fter  (he  iqoer-m^ ;  t)w 
*4S  love.  That  ^bifb  is  born  oftbef(/b  isfiejh^  Cuth 
tlae  Saviour  \  and  tbat  wbi^  is  born  of  t^e  Spkii  is 
Spirit.  John  doth  not  def(;ribe  fully  the  old  p^ftf,  he 
only  mentions  the  faint  conGdered  9s  a  |iew  cccatun; 
that  fineeth  noty  and  tbe/eed  tkat  r^i^aiffs  in  bim  tbat 
cannot  Jn. 

Furtheroiorej  it  is  s^n  habitual  courfe  of  finning 
.(h^t  John  ftrikes  atj  as  appears  from  his  own  words^ 
Zbe  devil Jinnetb  from  the  beginnings  \  John  iiL.  6.  H? 
diat  doth  righteoufnefs  is  righteous^  even  a^  he  is 
.righteous  %  but  whofoeveri^/iv  not  righteoufnefs  is,  not 
fif  God,  neither  Ife  tk^  l<y^^tb  not  his  brrtber.  H^  chat; 
J^nncth  i;  of  the  dieyil>  he  that  is  born  of  God  finneth 
l^i  (a  courfe  of  finning  is  what  is  meant).    He 
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then  brings  forth  Citin  and  ^d  as  the  patterns  of 
thefe  two  fort$  of  perlbos,  which  he  calls  ^UJdr^n  tf 
Gody  andcbSdrcn  rftbed^vU.  C^n  was  iifthaS  zvick- 
edone^  and  flew  bis  brotberi  amiwbercforeflew  be  bimf 
heeaufe  bis  9wn  works  wereevil^  and  nothing  but  evil, 
and  bis  hrotber^s  works  were  rigbte^msi  and  betbat 
dab  rigbteou/h^s  is  of  God.  A  fervant  of  fin>  of  whoro 
Cain  is  the  pattern^  cannot  perform  works  of  righ* 
tpouihefs ;  he  is  ignorant  of  the  attribute  of  rightc- 
ouihei^  in  God,  aod  of  the  rightMufneis  which  thf 
law  require^  l  there  is  no  faith  in  hinfi,  nor  righte? 
oulhefs  on  hum,  and  therefoHre^ib  a/(rv(^  tffia  is 
free  from  rigbUoiifntfs.  Rom.  vl  ao.  Nor  can  fuch 
ever  ftrve  the  living  Cod  till  their  CQnfcienceis 
pur^  from  d^ad  worl{:9  by  the  blood  of  Chrift; 
Qcvertliel^rsy  fofh  a  £ervfnt  of  (in  m^  ha^e  many 
external  ihew3  of  rig^teouliieisy  and  all  the  ff>tvo&  of 
godlinelsy  as  Cain  brings  his  x>fferingf.  and  as  the 
pbariiees  appeared  ontwardly  righteous  before  mei^ 
yet  they  cannot  pleafe  God.  The  fervice  of  a  pha** 
rifee  is  the  rankeft  hypocrify.  Wicked  men  may 
perform  many  a&s,  %eak,  pray>  iacrifice,  and  do 
external  works  of  righiicoufheisi  in  outward  fhew, 
and  yet  in  heart,  in  foul,  and  in  the  fight  of  God,  be 
nothing  but  the  willing  flares  of  fin  and  Satan;  and^ 
on  the  other  hand,  a  real  iaint  may  flip,  fall,  back* 
Aide,  and  be  fo  carried  away  by  the  force  of  temp- 
tation and  inbred  corruption,  like  Samfon,  David, 
Peter,  the  incefiuous  peribn,  &:c.  till  they  look  like 

the  fervants  of  fin,  aqd  yet  at  the  fame  time  are  in 

faith. 
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feith,  in  grace,  in  will,  mind,  heart,  and  afFcdtion,' 

real  lovers  of  God;  and  fuch  as  ferve  hini  in  ncw- 

nefs  of  fpirit,  and  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter ; 

ferve  him  in  the  work  of  faith,  in  the  labour  of  love, 

and  in  the  patience  of  hope,  in  our  Lord  Jefus 

Chrift ;  which  are  the  true  and  genuine  principles 

of  evangelical  fervice,  and  without  which  it  is  im- 

poflible  to  pleafe  God.  A  real  faint  may  put  on  the 

old  man,  as  David  did  when  he  fwore  by  God  that 

he  would  cut  off  from  the  houfe  of  Nabal  all  that 

piffeth  againft  the  wall ;  and  as  Peter  did  when  he 

denied  the  Lord,  and  fwore  to  it.  And,  on  the  other 

hand,  the  vileft  finner  may  have  the  appearance  of 

putting  on  the  new  man,  as  Efau  when  he  wept, 

Ahab  when  he  humbled  himfelf^  and  the  way-fide 

hearer  when  he  rejoiced  in  the  word  of  truth :  but, 

after  all,  you  may  call  the  former  of  thefe  a  real 

Jbeep  in  a  goat's  fkin,  and  the  latter  a  real  wolfxn 

Ihecp's  clothing  j  the  former  a  fallen  faint,  and  the 

latter  a  varnifhed  hypocrite ;  and  hence  the  wife 

man's  faying  is  true.     There  is  a  vanity  which  is  done 

upon  the  earthy  that  there  bejufi  men  unto  whom  it  hap- 

peneth  according  to  the  work  of  the  wicked ;  again^  there 

he  wicked  men  unto  whom  it  happeneth  according  to  the 

work  of  the  righteous ;  I /aid  that  this  alfo  is  vanity. 

Eccl.  viii.  14.     Here  are  two  men  defcribed,  the 

bne  is  called  juft,  a  believer  in  Chrift,  and  a  juft  man 

that  lives  by  his  faith  ;  the  other  is  a  wicked  man 

dead  in  fin,  and  dead  to  God     The  vanity  of  the 

former  is,  that  it  happeneth  to  him  (to  do)  accord* 

ing 


(      2Z3      ) 

aig  to  the  works  of  the  wicked ;  this  is  vanity ; 
and  I  may  add^  it  is  the  vexation  of  his  foul  too : 
and  the  vanity  of  the  other  is,  that  it  happeneth  to 
him  (to  do)  according  to  the  works  of  the  righte- 
ous ;  but^  as  he  is  a  wicked  man,  his  hypocritical 
works  are  called  vanity.  David,  in  his  condud:  with 
Bathflieba,  and  in  making  Uriah  drunk,  exhibited 
the  former ;  and  Ahithophel,  in  giving  Dayid/ooeei 
£9unfeU  ond  walking  with  him  to  the  boure  of  God  m 
company,  did  exhibit  the  latter.     But  David  was  a 
jufl:  man  in  Chrift  Jefus,  notwithftanding  his  &Us : 
and  the  other  was  a  wicked  man^  notwithftanding 
all  his  high  attainments.     Saints  are  fometimes  ia 
appearance  what  they  are  not  in  hearty  and  fo  are 
finners.     The  mafter  and  father  of  the  iaints  has 
appeared  ere  now  in  difguife  $  for,  though  he  was 
fpotlefs,  and  perfectly  holy,  both  in  his  divine  and 
human  nature,  yet  Godjent  bis  own  Son  in  theUkaitfs 
vf  jinful  jUJb.    Rom.  viii.  3.     So  the  holy  feed  have 
at  times  appeared  difguifed,  by  putting  on  the  old 
man,  which  is  corrupt.    And  fo  the  mafter  and  fa- 
ther of  finners  is  transformed  into  an  angel  of  lights 
which  is  his  difguife ;  and  his  minifters  and  iervants 
have  been  transformed  into  the  likenefs  of  the  mi« 
niftcrs  of  righteoufnefs,  which  is  the  quinteffcnce  of 
infernal  hypocrify.     But  what  of  all  this  ?  Cbrift  is 
the  Holy  One,  and  ever  was ;  and  the  devil  is  the 
toi^ked  one,  and  ever  will  be.  Believers  are  the  holy 
feed,  notwithftandii)g  all  their  imperfcftions  and 
flclhly  infirmities,  and  ever  (hall  be  the  feed  wbicb 

God 


God  iafb  Ue/^idi  and  aU  liypocnies  are  die  chil- 
dicn  of  Satan,  who  karn  of  him  this  chetr  difguife, 
and  ever  (hall  be,  notwkhftanding  aU  their  preten- 
fioas  and  attainments.  The  prodigal  did  not  lofe 
hts  adoption  through  all  his  awful  faackfliding  $  nor 
did  die  elder  (on  gee  the  kid  by  all  his  long  fervice. 
It  is  true,  a  mf^/trvsMtJhalibave  rule  trvir  afm  thai 
XMjjtib  ftiome ;  and  JhaB  have  fart  of  the  inberi/mce 
smaig  the  hrnbreu.  Prov.  xvii.  ^.  This  is  often 
ieen.  Abialom.was  a  wife  iervant^  who  ftole  away 
the  hearts  of  lirad  j&om  bis  fkber,  and  for  a  time 
ruled  over  hiiHj  who  at  that  ticrie  was  afm  thai  bad 
aai^Jbami.  And  a  wife  fervant  is  often  feen  in  a 
imlpit ;  and  may  reprove^  rebuke^  and  fon3etimes» 
'with  the  reft  of  the  church,  exclude  or  excommuni-- 
caue,  afiH  that  caufithfiame^  and  himfelf  be  no  more 
than  a  bend-fervant.  And,  though  it  is  laid  that 
^icfa  a  wife  iomMfiaB  ia/oe  part  cfibi  mbirkmui 
among  the  hritbrm^  yet  it  is  only  a  gift,  not  grace  % 
fuch  a  part  as  Judas  had,  who  took  part  rftbis  mnri^ 
Jhy  wkb  us.  '  The  gifts  that  the  Prince  of  Peace 
giTes  to  his  ions  are  theirs  for  ever  i  but,  if  he  giv§ 
a  gift  to  cm  ofbisjirvants  (not  evangelical  ienrants, 
but  bond  fcrvants),  then  iifball  be  bis  to  tbeyear  rf 
Bierty ;  tfior  it  fiaU  ntun  to  the  princo.  Ezekiel 
xlvi.  17.  This  year  of  liberty  fcetns  to  be  the  time 
when  the  Lord  will  cohie  to  reckon  with  his  fcr- 
vants,  and  to  toko  awaj  the  tidmfrom  theflothful  om^ 
foAi  bad  dug  in  the  cartb^  and  bid  bis  lord s  money . 
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THE   SAIj^x'Sf  PAIXY    LABOUR^  AND    PRBSEI^Y 

PAY. 

Af.hts  day  thQ%  Jbalf  give  him  bis  hirsj  neither  p^ 
the  Jun  gp  down  upm  it,  foy  be  is^  pcor  aMdfHUtb 
bis  beart  upcn  ili, left  be  cry  againji  tbee  wUp  the  - 
Lardi  and  it  be  Jin  unt^  tbee.   Deut.  xxiv^  i  j, , 

In  this,  as  wdl  as  in  ten  thoufand  other  inftances, 
we  may  fee  the  tender  mercy  of  God  over  all  his 
works,  and  his  tender  ftelings  for.  the  poor  and 
needy*     How  confiderate  doth  he  appear  towards 
the  poor  diftrefied  laborious  ones,,  who  get  their 
bread  by  the  fweat  of  their  brow,  whofe  mouths  • 
crave  all  that  their  hands  bring  inj  and'who,  beiogv 
thus  poor,. let  their  hearts  upon  thdr  hire !  and  their 
kind  God.  will  not  fuffer  them  to  go  hooae  without 
it,  left  they  be.  driven  to  ran  in  fcore,  aixl  on  thae  * 
account,  hare  an  advantage  taken,  or  be:  impoiiad . 
upon  by  thofe  who  give  them  credit. 

This  law  is  a  difplay  of  Gpd's  anger  at  the  Cut  o£i 
covetoufneis  in  the  employer,  who  .was  not  to  keep  * 
the  labourer's  hire  after  he  had  earned  it,  nor  was  he 
to  keep  him  waiting  at  his  door,  or  (landing:  about : 

the 
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the  gate  until  midnight ;  a  time  when  every  (hop 
"was  likely  to  be  (hut  up,  and  nothing  to  be  bought. 
Thou  Jbalt  fay  bim  before  the  Jun  go  down^  or  it  JbaU 
he  Jin  unto  tbee.  However,  the  mercenary  and  the 
unrighteous  paid  but  little  regard  to  this  law,  for 
many  of  them>  inftead  of  paying  their  labourers 
before  the  fun  went  down,  never  paid  them  at  aU  ; 
and  the  excufe  that  fome  of  thofe  mailers  feem  to 
have  made  in  gofpel  days  was,  becaufe  fome  of  the 
labourers  were  believers  in  Jefus  of  Nazareth  :  but 
in  their  trouble  thefe  poor  defrauded  fouls  cried  to 
God,  and  obtained  an  anfwer  too.  Go  to  now^ye  rich 
meny  ^weep  and  bowl  for  your  miferies  that  JbaU  come 
upon  you }  your  ricbes  are  corrupted,  and  your  garments 
are  motb-eaten ;  your  gold  andftlver  is  corrupted^  and 
ibe  ruji  oftbemjhall  he  a  witnefs  againjiyou^  and  JbaU 
eat  your  Jlejb  as  it  were  fire :  ye  bave  beaped  treajure 
together  for  tbe  loft  days.  Behold !  the  hire  of  the 
labourers  which  bave  reaped  down  your  fields^  which 
is  of  you  kept  back  by  fraud,  crieth ;  and  tbe  cries  of 
them  which  have  reaped  are  entered  into  the  ears  of 
the  Lord  of  Sabaoth.   James  v.  i,  2,  3,  4. 

My  intention  and  bufmefs,  in  the  prefent  work,  is 
to  diicover  the  gofpel  that  is  couc)ied  in  this  text.  - 
Every  branch  of  the  ceremonial  law  reprefented 
Chrift^  and  thus  the  mailers  that  hired  theie  la- 
bourers prefigured  the  great  Lord  of  the  houfehold 
of  feith,  who  was  mailer  of  all  thefe  mailers  in 
Ifraelr  and,  indeed,  the  three  Persons  in  the  God- 
HSAD  are  called  majlers,  as  it  is  Y^xitten,  .'Ibe  pords- 
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dfihe  tvi/e  are  as  goads ^  and  as  nails  fafitmd  ly  tht 
najiers  ef  ajfemblies^  which  are  given  from  one  Shef^ . 
herd.  £cch  xii.  1 1 .     No  mailers,  except  thefe  di- 
vine perfons  called  watchers  and  holy  ones  (Dan. 
iv.  17),  can  give  a  piercing  point  to  thefe  goads^ 
or  clench  thefe  nails^  that  is^  ^pply  the  word  of 
truth  to  the  falvation  of  fouls  j  for  the  excillency  and 
tht  power  is  ofGod^  and  not  of  man.    God  hath  given 
us  a  particular  defcription  of  this  hired  lervant, 
T^bou  Jhalt  not  ofprefs  an  hired  fervant  that  is  poor 
and  needy ^  whether  he  be  of  thy  brethren ^  or  of  thy  , 
firangers^  that  are  in  thy  land  within  thy  gates.  Deut* 
xxiv.  14.     Wherein  we  find  that  the  ftate  of  thofe 
fervants  is  poor  and  needy,  and  where  it  is  thus, 
whether  the  fervant  be  Jew  or  Gentile,  his  heart  being 
Jet  upon  bis  hire,  he  is  to  be  paid  before  the  fun  goes 
down.     Now,  as  this  mafter  reprefented  Chrift,  and 
as  thefe  poor  and  needy  fervants,  fome  of  wliom 
were  Ifraelites,  and  others  ftrangers,  fct  forth  God's 
deft  among  Jews  and  Gentiles ;  and  as  Chrift  came 
to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs,  and  to  be  the  truth  of  all 
the  types,  and  the  fubftance  of  all  the  fliadows,  we 
muft  look  for  the  accomplifibment  of  this  branch 
of  the  cerenionial  'law  in  the  New  Teftament,  and 
there  we  (hall  find  it. 

For  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  man  that  is 
an  boufeholder^  which  went  out  early  in  the  morning  to 
hire  labourers  into  his  vineyard.  Matt.  xx.  i.  The 
Lord  hath  faid  that  he  would  once  more  fhake  not  only 
the  earthy  but  heaven  \  which  Ihaking  fignifieth  the 

removing 
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rcmdving  of  the  Mdfkic  difpcnfiticte,  trfiich  lipoid 
the  coming  of  Chrift  was  fliaktn^  ^axed  old;  and 
vanifhed  away^  diat  the  gbfpel  diipenfacibn  might 
take  place  i  which  is  never  to  beaboliflied^  or  fuc<- 
ceeded  by  another  difpenlatioDj  (o  long  as  the  world  * 
ftands^  and  which  is'  what  Chrift  here  Ityles  the 
kingdonn  of  heaven.  And  thus  Paul  explains  it, 
faying,  And  ibis  wordj  yet  once  mere^  Jignifietb  the 
removing  ofthtffe  things  that  arefiaken,  as  of  things 
that  are  made,  that  thoje  things  which  cannot  befiaken 
niay  remain.  fFherefore,  we  receiving  a  kingdom  which 
cannot  be  moved^  let  us  have  grace,  whereby  we  may 
Jerve  God  acceptably  with  reverence  and  godly  fear. 
Heb.  xii.  27,  28.  Now  the  preaclung  of  thegof* 
pelj  or  publifhing  the  glad  tidings  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  and  Chrift  going  forth  with  his  power  in 
the  miniftry  of  the  goipe],  to  make  it  effe&ual  to 
the  calling  and  converting  Jews  and  Gentiles,  is 
like  a 

Uoujeholder  which  went  out  early  in  the  morning  ta ' 
hire  labourers  into  his  vineyard.  The  houicholder  is 
Chrift,  who  is  the  king  ofZion  and  mafter  of  the 
houfehold  of  faith.  He  appeared  at  the  enc2  of  the 
Jewilh  difpenfation,  at  a  time  when  it  was  very 
dark,  both  in  the  Jewifh  and  Gentile  world.  At  his 
appearing  day  broke,  and  the  Jhadows  fled  away  i  arid 
then  it  was  that  the  Day-fpring  from  on  high  vijited 
the  world  i  for  the  Sun  of  righteonfnefs fhone  forth  with 
healing  in  his  beams  upon  thofe  that  feared  God*s  name, 
who  were  waiting  in  faith  for  the  confolation  of 

Ifraelj 
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JjttuuntJ  wereJbired,  There  arc  tW)*!brts  of  hired 
femani  tbe  .vorft  of  which  are  thofe  who  feed  tbem- 
jUvUy  hitf  fe^id not  ^  fiock  i  fuch  as  the  fcribcs'and 
pharilcMy  vc^ka  laboured^  but  it  was  after  the  mdm- 
tmjii  4xf  •tiopighetMulhefs,  and  not  in  feeking  the 
kingdom  €l(f6od^nd  !he  riglKeournefs  thereof;  theft 
totkd  in  devouring  widows^  heufes»  but  not  to  build 
up  cbe  hcRiiehold  of  fakh ;  chef  compalTed  fea  and 
iaad  to  make  one  prolelj^te  to  their  own  devices, 
and  they  laboured  as  hard  to  take  away  the  key  of 
kfiowlege ;  and  thofc  who  were  entering  tnto  the 
kingdcHXi  of  God  they  laboured  to  hinder :  thefc 
laboured  band  in  their  oAvn  traditions,  but  not  in 
the  ^ord  and  da6trine/ for  they  omkted  all  the 
weighty  matters  of  the  law,  fuch  asjudgrnent^  mcrcy« 
fioth,  and  ibe  lov«  of  God,  for  thefe  they  left  un- 
done :  tfaey  worked  hard  to  keep  the  vineyard  for 
themieh^s,  by  killing  the  f^n  of  God  the  heir  of  it» 
whom  diey  caft'out,  and  then  {citdi  {lis  inheritance t 
yea,  they  iloned  bis  fervants,  and  fent  them  away 
Aanocfiolfy  handled,  and  others  they  killed ;  in  which 
way  tbty  laboured  bard,  and  verily  they  bad  their 
rtfMrd.    Thefe  fklfe  hirfbandmen,  vain  (bribes,  and 
blind  leaders,  the  Lord  calls  hirelings ;  who,  fo  far 
iirom  carii^  for  the  flock,  that  they  looked  upon 
tiiem  aa  the  o£couring  of  the  earth,  and  as  (beep 
^  the  flaughter ;  yea,  they  thought  diey  •did  God 
fervice  when  they  kUled  tbeip^ 
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-  But  there  is  another  and  better  fort  of. hired  la* 
houters,  nifho  arc  hired  by  the  Lord  himfclf,  and  bf 
him  fenc  into  the  vineyard ;  and  tbefe  are  tbey  Mtho 
feek  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  d)e  rigbtfioufiieis  of 
it,  and  the  fubje£ks  of  it,  and  who  feek  the  honour 
of  their  great  King,  and  not  their  own,  and  who 
receive  the  fruits  before  they  labour  $  and  thefe,  and 
only  thele,.  are  willing,  after  a  godly  fort,  to  Ipend 
and  be  fpent  in  his  fervice  i  which  hired  labourers 
fre  worily  of  thiir  hire^  bccaufc  they  work  for  the 
Lord,  and  with  the  Lord  \ ,  and  the  Lard  works  wiib 
them^  and  confirms  bis  word  by  them  wib  marrffigns. 
But  it  may  be  alked 

What  is  the  labour  of  a  true  labourer  ?  To  which 
I  anfwer,  labourers  of  this  fore  are  found  to  labour 
hard  under  a  fight  of  fin,  and  a  feeling  fenfe  of  their 
own  guile ;  they  labour  againft  their  own  corrupt 
tions,  and  the  temptadons  of  fatan  to  evil,  and  under 
tlie  fears  of  wrath,  and  dread  of  future  torment ;  they 
labour  between  hope  and  fear,  mercy  and  judgment; 
goodnefs  and  f^erity,  grace  and  corruption,  and 
this  world  and  heaven  i  whidh  is  attended  with  la* 
bour  and  foul  travail,  being  in  pain  to  bring fbrib ;  for 
tbey  labour  and  are  beavy  laden,  podOfefling  an  anxiqus^ 
ardent,  and  godly  defirc  6f  entering  into  the  pro* 
mifed  reft^  and  fearing  dreadfully  left  they  (hould 
come  ihort  of  it.  They  fee  their  ftatc  and  fed  it| 
and  they  alfo  f<fe  the  fuitablenefs  and  all-fuAcimcy 
of  Tefus,  and  labour  bard  to  work  out  ibeir  falvation 
with  fear  and  tremhlingi  that  is,  they  ftruggle  againft 


fit))  c6nfcieocd,  guilt)  feaf,  wrath>  tdrmtnt,  the  kw 
of  God,  and  the  fiery  darts  of  fatan  s  and  alio 
againft  defpain  infidelity,  carnal  enmity^  rebellioAj 
and  the  frdwns  of  an  angry  God,  Thus  they  labouir 
to  pfttk  through  the  Crowd,  fo  lay  bold  of  the  bopi^ 
and  io  take  jbelter  in  the  refuge  tbat  God  batbjet  be- 
fore tbem:  they  alfo  flrive  and  labour  hard  at  the 
firmgbt  gate^  and  at  the  door  of  the  iheep-fold,  to 
jget  into  the  experience  of  the  juft,  into  the  liberty 
of  God's  children,  into  union  with  the  living  vine^  * 
,a0d  into  union  with  the  living  branches  of  that  vine; 
and  therefore  their  cry  is  like  David's ;  Remember 
me,  O  Lord^  with  the  favour  that  thou  beareft  unto 
thy  people!  O  vijit  me  with  tby  falvation,  tbat  I  may 
fee  tbe  good  of  tby  cbofen  j  tbat  I  may  rejoice  in  the 
gladnejs  of  tby  nation  \  that  I  may  glory  with  thine 
htheritancel  Pialmcvi.  4,  5. 

And,  when  they  get  into  the  vineyard,  having 
overconae  and  obtained  the  promifed  blelffing,  by 
finding  a  union  with  the  living  vine,  and  living 
branches,  they  then  find  plenty  of  labour  to  er- 
ercile  thpm  1  for,  if  tb^  are  not  made  keepers  of  tbe 
vineyarii  they  have  work  enough  to  keep  their  own^ 
yea^  and  that  \&  more  than  they  can  do  ;  and  (blefled 
be  God  for  his  goodneis)  it  is  more  than  they  are 
left  to  do  by  themfelves,  for  God  works  in  them. 
However,  their  own  corruptions  will  employ  them 
on  the  watch  tower^  and  alfo  with  the  pruning- 
book  of  motttfication,  and  that  continually.  And^ 
befidesj  the  little  fones  tbatj^oii  tke  vines  will  cauie 
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them  no  fmall  trouble,  I  mesin  &ch  as  hold  dani- 
Tiablc  hcrcfies ;  thcfe  oftcrt  make  them  ftink  like 
themfeNcB  with  theif  iU^avour  5  add  to  all  which, 
there  is  felf  to  deny,  and  a  daily  crofi  toi)ear,  while 
odiers  are  found  to  hkve  their  work  of  h^rd  lubout 
in  the  ward  and  da^rins.  In  Ihort,  there  is  not  one 
idJe  ifervant  aiTK>ng  them,  for  Chrift  hath  no  drone- 
bees  tn  his  hive,  not  one  Hothful  one  that  be  iends 
into  his  vineyard.  He  calls  them  laht&ers  not 
loiterers  j  and  labour  they  m\jft. 

j4nd^  when  be  had  agreed  with  the  labourers  fir  a 
penry  a  ddy^  he  Jent  them  into  his  vineyard.  Matt. 
XX.  2.  Whatever  this/<r;/«y  may  be,  the  labourers, 
who,  according  to  my  text,  are  ftw  and  needy ^  Jet 
their  heart  upon  it^  or  lift  Op  their  fouls  unto  it.  The 
Homan  penny  amounts  to  fevcn-pence  hal^enny 
of  our  coin;  but  the  fpiritual  labourers  in  the  Lord's 
vineyard,  bleffed  be  God,  arc  paid  with  better  ipecic 
than  that  of  goM  or  lilver.  This  penny,  in  oinr 
country,  may  appear  to  be  but  finall  wages,  though 
it  might  be  fufficient  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  I  havt 
been  informed,  if  die  report  be  true,  that  fbme  oF 
the  labourers,  who  were  employed  in  the  building 
of  St.  PauVs  Churchy  tad  but  a  penny  per  day,  and 
others  twopence.  And  it  is  alfo  reported  that  at 
that  time  a  perfon  could  buy  half  a  Iheep  for  ten- 
*pence :  if  true,  a  penny  would  enable  the  labourer  at 
that  period  tobuy  more  mutton  than  twenty  penct 
<per  day  will  now,  in  this  day  of  imparalWed  epprcf- 
^xwk.  -HiNVever,  the  prdeht  dayof^opprcffien  is  moft 
'  ^    ^  certainly 
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cerfiunly  a  prelti^  \o  tK^  fcoming  and  kiiigdofn  «f 
Cbiift,  for  it.  is  a  tisi^  tba$  people  are  (^fre£^di  ev.cty 
C9i  ky  anfitb$ri  apd  ^verj  one  iy  bis  neigbpaur  ^  Ifa^a/i 
^.51  which  isi  &nt  to  raife.thc  crie;:  of  the  poor 
M^  aeedfi  an^i.W  anfwer  to  the  cries  of  the  ppor> 
Ckrij^s  fir0  tmofi  wUl  be  to  bpeak  in  pieces  tbfi^ 
oppfejar.  Pfalm  Ixxii.  4. 

.  We  kpow  that  all  temporal  fupplies  are  promiied 
t(y  thofe  who  feek  the  kingdom  of  God,  yet  I  tbit^ 
itbat  d^e  tc^ipp^ral  pcnay  is  ^ot  the.  proper  wagp  ^f 
Hi^teous  j^boure^i^  If  w^^  f^Upw  the  Saviqw  i{i 
Us  conduct,  find  c^ferve  th^  pv@mi(ed  hire  whicii 
h^  agreed  to  give,  to  the  firft  labourers  he  bargaiaci^ 
withi  we  (halt  get  at  the  meaning  of  thts  penny  by  the 
terms  agreed  upon  between  him  and  the  I^xmnsr^. 
Then  anfivered  Psl^,  andjaid  uniQ  bim^  Beb<dd^  we 
Jbam  forffAen  all  ofii  folldwed  tbee^  ^bal  fialf  wf 
havf  ibere^r^t  Andjejusjaid  unto  tbem^  V^ikl  I 
Jaj  uiff^yen,  tbat  ye  v^bich  bc^oefoUo^e^  me  in  tbfrer 
j[en4r4(ion,  wbeu  tbe  Son  of  inan  JhaUJU  on  tbe  throng 
of  his  glory ^  ye  ^o.fikalljit  upon  t^mhoe  tbronesjudg^ 
ing  she  tif^eive  t  rib  fit  0/  [fraeL  And  fifiifry  pt^  that  batk 
fwjaken  bot^fes^  or  iretbren^  pr  M^h  pr  father^  or 
mother^  or  mfej  or  cbildreny  or  Unds^  far  my  namf 
Jahe^  finill  receive  an  hundredfold^  avdA^U  i^bfrit 
0verlajHi^  life.  Matt.  xbc»  27^  ^%^  a^  This  is  ibf 
lord's  prooDifcd  reward  to  the  firft  laboucen  Hwt 
Ufed^  and  his  anfwcr  to  Peter  kttm  to  be  th( 
«gtcc3nent  between  the  hotifeholder  and  the  l^r 
Innmcrs  i  and  xhi»  price  the  L^f 4  calls  A  pfuny  per 
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day.    Peter,  as  foreman  and  nnoutii  for  the-  others, 

afked  what  the  dear  Redeemer  gave  to  his  labourers^ 

or  i*hlit  wages  they  (hould  have  for  riieir  labour  \ 

and  the  above  fum  is' that  which  the  houfeholder 

promifed  to  give ;  and  that  fum,  according  to  my 

'-text,  is  wJiat  tbep-^or  labourer's  heart  is  Jet  upon^  and 

which  mufi  be  paid  him  before  the  fm  goes  down. 

-    -But  then  the  queftion  of  my  reader  may  be.  What 

lb  meant'  hy  following  of  him  in  the  regeneration  ?  1 

snfwer.  It  is  to  follow  him  in  faith,  and  not  in 

^legal  works ;  to  follow  him  out  of  the  law,  into 

the  gofpel  i  out  of  bondage,  into  liberty  j  out  of 

legal,  into  evangelical  obedience ;  out  of  deathj  into 

life;  out  of  wrath,  into  mercy i  and  out  of  fear, 

into  love. 

Thefe  difdphs  were  to  Jit  upon  twelve  thrones  judging 
the  twelve  tribes  of  Jfrael:  but  thefe  twelve  thrones 
da  not  pefpeiEl:  the  general  doom>  for  Chrifl:  is  ibc 
only  judge  of  quick  and  dead>  as  it  is  written,  For 
God  is  judge  himjelf  And,  though  it  is  true  Wfc  fhaU 
judge  angels,  and  the  world,  yet  only  by  the  tefti- 
tnony  that  we  have  borne,  and  as  witnefles  agalnft 
them.  Thefe  twelve  thrones  refpe^  them  as  apof- 
ties  in  their  minifteral  capacity,  and  not  as  judges 
in  the  day  of  judgment.  Thefe  thrones  alfo  point; 
out  their  great  authority,  being  kings  jind  priefts» 
and  having  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven^  Co 
m  to  admit  all  who  believed  their  teftimony  into  the 
houfehold  of  David,  and  to  keep  out  all  thofe  who 
did  no{|  to  difcover  what  was  Ijiwful  aod  what  un* 

lawful  J 
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ia^uli  tofbind  cte  one  to  the  obedience  of  ihe.gof-; 
pel,  and  to, Ipofe  the  other  by  their  tcftimony  from 
the  yoke  of  Jcwifh  traditions  and  legal  oerenioDies ; 
to  pronounce  the  fentencc  of  juftification  on  all  who. 
believed  in  Jefus,  and  the  fentence  of  damnation  on 
all  who  believed, not,  according  to. their  great  com- 
miflion  and  the  wordof  Chrift  j  If  I  by  Bedzehnb  cajl, 
mt  dfvils^  by  whom  do  your /cm  cafi  them  out  ?  tbere^ 
fsare  foall  they  be  your  judges^ 

Hence  we  may  iee  that  the  twelve  thrones  Ihew 
their  authority  as  Jkings  and  priefts^  and  as  apodies 
in  their  high  office  of  the  miniftry,  fpcaking  by 
Chrill's  Spiri^  and  perfonating  him  in  their  work^ 
whp  is  the  judge  of  all  men« 

Chrift,  who  in  bis  human  nature  i^a.glorious  throne, 
to  bis  Father's  hoif/i,  and  a  father  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerufalem  (Ifaiah  xxii.  ai,  22, 23),  was  formed  in  all 
their  hearts,  and  the  empire  of  grace  was  fet  up 
and  reigned  in  them,  and  the  feptence  of  life  and 
death  was  committed  unto  them  as  the  greateft  part 
of  their  miniftry ;  Go^  preach  thegpjpel  to  every  cream 
tjure  \  he  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  Jball  be  faivedy 
and  he,  that  believes  notjhall  be  danmed*  Thus  life  and 
death  "tvere  in  thepoiwer  of  their  tongue^  and  they  were  a 
fmet  fofoot/ar  unto  Gqd  in  thtife  that  peri/bed 9  and  in  tho/e. 
that  were  famed.  And  this,  with  their  commiflion  to 
go  and  preach  to  the  loiKbeep  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrad^ 
is  what  I  undcrftand  by  th^r  fitting  upon  twelve 
thrones  judging  the  twelve  tribes  cf  Jfrael^  which  is 
czprefilve  of  no  pre-eminence  above  other  (rommon 
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belie  vers ;  fd'^  B^iba$  ^vim^mk  (faith  thiik)fifM 
Jit  dowKWtb  me  upon  my  tforotte^  tven  as  I  ivercmne 
4nd  dmjtii  diihnmtbmy  Fat]^  hn'Uti  tbroH^^  "^Hkh 
h  better  thair  judging  the' twelve  tribei  6f  HradL 
And  the  Lord  adds. 

He  that  hath  foffaken  bmfer^  w  hrthreh,  ^fifiers^ 
dr  father^  or  fnotber^  $r  wifiyor  cbifdren^  orland^for 
fhy  name  fake^  Jhall  receive  in  this  life  an  hundredfold'. 
One  fingle  principle  of  rital  godfinefs  in  the  heart 
idmes  up  to  aH-  this,  which  is  the  lore'  of  Chiift. 
tie  tbatforfakes  boujts  is  one  whbr -loves  the  bdUfi  that 
hfrom  abovi  in  preference  tor  kny  other,  that  houiif 
fibiicli  is-  etmtid  in  the  heavens.  .  Again,  ht  tliat  ^br* 
fakes  carnal  brethren,  is  one  whb  lo^ve^  a  broth<ir  in 
the  f^ith  fartetten  Ftirther,  he*  that  for&kes  fif- 
terS,  is  one  who  loves  the  heavenly  family  in  fince^ 
rity.  He  aRa  who  leaves  a  father  for  Chriffs  lake, 
fs  one  who  loves  God  above  an  "earthly  parent; 
Moreover,  hi  whdfotfakcs  a  mother,  is  one  who 
loves  the  church  more  than  flic  that  bore  him,  if 
Ihe  is  in  a  carnal  fiate.  He  that  forfakes  a  wife,  hi 
one  who  loves  the  wife  of  the  Lamb  and  the  gofpel-* 
fupper  better  than  thaf  fool  did  who  faid,  I  have 
married  a  wife,  ^nd therefore  I  cannot  com^.  Again,  he 
that  in  faith  forfakes  Ms  children,  when  called  to 
fiifier  for  ChrJft*s  name,  hath  more  regard  for  the 
JionoDr  of  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  and  for  the  cfta« 
bfifliment  of  the  children  of  God,  than  he  hath  for 
his  own  family  j  and  provc§  himfeif  a  true  fon^  of 
Ahrah^D,  who  lottd  God  before  his  own  fonjt 

when 
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«n)m  calleii  tabc  oQ^rcd  up  4s  «  Ticrifictf  vipoa 
thefetviccof  the  faifiu'  hifhi  wd,b6yfh<i£or&k£% 
lands  for  Chrift^s  fake,  is  o^c  tbac  9^r^*  not  tfao 
iauiMijr  firoiB  wfaeacehe  Came  out,  bttc  feeksanJica-. 
vcfilT'OKj-Qonfeffing  bitnfblf  a  tcinger  andptlgrknf 
in  tbuC  And  now  iff  maj  be  alked  wiiat  can:  tbii 
jMngr.be  which  k  |«Qitvftli  ta.  the  kbourel-s  ?  ^ 
WfwciV 

ie  is  the  bv^  (fCbri^i.iof  whoare  thc^eth4fcfoI«. 
b>whimm  the  regeoerfttiaiK  but  chofe  heana-bora 
fixife  that  love  him?  F^^f  he  that  Ipvetk  id  bortx  of 
GixL  And  «ho  are  ihofe  that  for£dce  all  earthlf 
jGriendsjivithaUthe  adv«itiigetitisprofped»,  piesfiirea 
and  amuinmikis  of  this  wcdd^  No  onebvtthofe 
who"  fince^cly  love  heavenly  creafiu^  he4«fpQ)y^  ac^ 

ifmstxMf^^  and  t^a^eufy  ple^res.  And  wibn  are 
thofethtfihaU^ inherit eternal^ life?  Nkjmb^slin^ 
tb$  werid,  $r  ib^  fimga  ^tln  morUif^  the  kv^  ^God 
u  mim  tim%  as  it  is  «rittetK»  AJtkmli^tbe  wn^U  is. 
fb€  0Hmjf:ofGc£L  Jaiiuis  ^4.  Nor  tholb  th4t  hivm 
gifts  either  1  for  a  man  nnay  have  all  kn^mfec^,.  and 
WKlerftiind  all  myftes-iesyand  yet  be  deftitfUfc  of  Iqi^e^ 
and  be  dochiog  but  an  loftrucneDfi  without  life. 

The  k^ourer  in  my  iK%t  is  reprefeited  as  being. 
fw  md  nsedy  \  be  is  po^r,  beca»fe  he  is  by  naiMo 
dcftkute  of  all  true  riches,  and  truly  ieofifale  of  i^> 
ibr  he  is  confcious  that,  he  is  not  rich  in  faith,  or. 
rich  towards  God  -,  that  he  is  not  an  heir  of  the: 
grace  of  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  nor  yet  an  hdr 
of  pfomifc  in  the  ap^icatlon  of  it  1.  he  cannot  call 
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God  therpoittoli  of  bk  iibiil,  nor  find  his  heart  mti 
ftfFe£kions  in  heaven,  and  cheivfore  he  cannot^fiertf 
that  Wft  treafurc  is  chew.  : 
-  And  h^  is  needy ^  becaofe  he  feels  his  need  o£  all 
tbefe  things  which  I  have  defcribed,  and  diercfore 
hiJitxbU  hidrtupok  his  hire.  And  what  doth  iiich  a 
poor  fotil  want  abov^  all  things  I  Whyy  bpicowts 
eamijily  the  bejt  gift ;  and  what  is  that  but  cbarity  f 
He  doth  air th^t  he  can  to  obtain  a  fenfe  of  Chrift*s 
love,  and  would  gladly  give  aUthefubftance  ef  bis  b9u/i 
for  is.  But  it  is  not  to*  be  bought ;  Chrift'loves  ti» 
freely.  ^And  what  encouragi^  and  conftrains  the  la** 
bourer  to  work  i  Why,  it  isi^  bire,  upon  whk:h^ 
bis  bkttt  is  feu  And  whfltt  was  it  thitt  conftfained 
Pmtio  lahmr  more  ahndanfiy  4ban  tbey  idly  than  all 
the  1^  of  the  apoftles  ^  H0  tf  ik  you  KimMStbe^je 
ef  Cbrift  conflrainetb  me,  Evtry  poor  perifliing  (m^ 
ner  iBrft  labours  hard  to  obtain  a  fenfe  of  Chrift*9 
love;  and,  when  he  hath  received  it,  he  dieh  laboiirs 
as  hard  to  keep  it>  nor  can  all  the  current  coin  of 
hea<ren  fatisfy  him  if  this  pemy  be  wanting, 
(  Thefe  labourers  are  defcribed  and  held  forth  as 
landing idkinibe market-place.  They  were  idle,  be* 
caufe,  by  their  having  no  knowledge  of  Chrift,  they 
cootd  not  work  for  him  j  and  by  their  being  dif* 
contented  and  diftreOTed,  like  David's  regimeht,  tbey 
could  not  work  cheerfully  for  fatan^  and  fo  could 
not  ferve  either  God  or  mammon^  and  therefore  tbey 
ftand  idle. 

'  ^/id  he /aid,  Go  ye  alfo  into  the  vineyard^  and  w^ai^ 
■     '  /oever 
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pwer  is  rigbi.twt^pv€y0ui'andJbij^1i>M$Bik 
Matt.  xx«  4.  The  word  thutf -ftMs  cfatm  jQidcat 
them  obedient  at  'oxict^foc^tobeh' the  word  ^*aimg 
is,  Siper^is  pouf^i  whurb'we  ihay  dearly' diibovcr  ta 
^e  tonduft  of /^^  y^^^f^  J^,  wboai  fitfi  isdani 
^kai' biist>oiild mt  go isaothe^  vineford,  ha  iftihoirds 
iff  repmMl  ^d  «i^/i  >whicb  repracaoccMiQttriliAi 
Ad#^l]r/fqrrow>  oi^AiTdw  after  a.gGK9jr:lbct/:ii 
^rddtji^'^jr  a  difcovery!t>rdie  dfiHglm)i^  ^^fi^ 
(ox  W  tiPthit  ^^[mhmaku  lis  Mt^Jim  wBm  we  imsf 
fisrsM^  ieu^fimrnjhtbim^  a  fenle.of  which  itasduqei 
repeMMce  and  obedience .  too.  Whutjoiver  is  th^ 
tlMpoHye  recM}0\  Chrjft  fo  lo?cd  us  as  to  Xtsf 
down  his  life  for  os ;  and  he  calkaH  thofe  #ho  }^ 
hour  and  are  Ifeavy  laden  to  come  vnm  faml/and 
promifes  that  they  ihall  find  reft  coitfaehrfotils,  £» 
his  yoke  is  cafy  and  his  biuxlcn^  light,  tbot  who  are 
they  that  ihall  come  to  him  ?  Jeftufditlt^  ^1  iel^^ 
fdup  IwiU'd^aw  all  nmunto  '^i  but  there  is  q» 
drawing  us  (6  him  but  by  love,  and  chey  muft  and 
Ihall  find  reft  to  their  fouls ;  but  they  cannot  reft 
contented^  though  they  may  poflels  many  gifb^ 
without  a  fenfe  of  his  love*  *And  what  is:his  eafy 
yoke  ?  fVhy,  faith  that  worhih  by  love.  And  what 
will  make  the  burden  of  a  daily  cro&  light  ?  'Not 
flavifh  fear,  hut  Im  thai  €afts  ouifiar.  And  who  is 
this  promifed  to  ?  Why  7^  tbo^  ^bo  lahpur  and  are 
beofjy  laden.  And  is  this  promifed  to  fuoh  poor  mi- 
ferable  labourers?  Yes  it  is,  and  duit  by  one  who 
'  cannot  lie.    ThCP  it  is  no  more  than  riibt  that  they 
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lhattld-&aYeii;»  «Adfo.t{i«]r  i¥iill»  for  fa  itif  wricieiv 
MSb^tJMffm  n  vi^  timih^jA  rwipe. 

Sonic  of  theie  Ishourevs  lycre  hised  eirly^  otfafifs 
si  the  thiM  bour^  others  ai.tbe  fi^^tJii  wd  others  iK 
Ike  devencii  hoikr ;  lb  thtt  ibme  were  hiitd  at  fiVc 
e!eiQdL.iQ  the  moraing^.  -ochcn  at  «ikiei»  otbcm  U 
tvrelw;  ond.oriieni  at  fiveria'clock  invjth^  liiWf 90011:1 
arhaehrdffinsnt  ebncs, .  f  t3HiGmye»  mply^ihc^yioiw 
Ifc^eaof  Jifeaf  iir)^ckii9feivi)tporib^  aliened  t^ 
]gn«e^  J1&07  periana»  like  Samuel  Jc!fcd)Q4m> 
fim.  ami  Tknoth]?,  are  cdUed  early  \  mijmk  jrmm^ 
Ur  tbmr  Cnator  m  ibarjotoh^wbitttbi  mld/ffff^m 
mii  wrikeyioh driwiugk^  when tbouJMfyhJbmx 
mptu^tn inibm.  EccziL.  t.  Aad  otlM^lUiaA^ 
Vsirftqn  itt  irofr,  ave  calfed  at  thelileventk  hour; 
iiie.ftft  ofKfliidi  lad  a  Jbnfe  of  Chrtft'3  lovej  m4 
ihr  bft  hadthe-fame^  fw^  Viriijf  IJ^tf  wit&  Aei^  7> 
4fy^]t  tbm  ii  withmein pmr/tdifp.  Which  anfvcr 
to  Ae  :poorthier$.  ptayer  )iifa&  fiieh  m  ootevas  wm 
heaer  scccried  bjr  any  ibul  in  fvcb  CiFCumft^W^ 
cither  before  ChriA's  day  or  finee.  Ic  was  a^  fii^ 
ind  repkee  with  free  and  ibverei^  elemeocy^  both 
m.  the af^dicatioiijand  «ffe^$  of  itj  a^  ec^oai  low 
OQuld  noake  ic 

It  h  comeMm  for  money,  whieh  pa^s  current  10 
a  Ditu>fi>  to  beaif  the  imag?  of  the  fovereign  ruler  of 
the  people;  heoce  weread  of  C^ffur^s  imsgt  mtdjkr 
forfniftim  on  the  Roman  penny  which  was  broug^ 
eo  Chrift.  And  iucely  there  is  nothing  th^t  makei 
f  faint  appear  with  fo  much  of  the  image  of  J-cAif 

as 
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i  belkv6t}M€c^flalGnmi^iagiu«ft<kHiiltkf|^^ 
ftnking  aod  pfJAc^psd  id^fwe-rin  the  imigcaf  dbt 
A^/l^  Jifm^  c£&can  Ali^i  atd'of  ftU  bts  <ihiMpeit; 
t %tnU fm ^em/^ty iHweiH ^h  mdthf  Mwi^#^  mdk^ 

.  HcMir  thcie  l&bourm^  b^ng  pd^r  attd  needly^  aail 
iMMriogftttheir  bcatt  tipolk  their  iute,  thqr  we^  ^^vdl 
tny  tcszi^  ^o  he  pAidibpfiM^e  rtbc  fun  g^s<doim  $  icft 
ihejim  fiiUlt9t  p  idomt  Jipm  ii:  tonfmnUe  to 
which  our  great  HoufehoUer  afts;  f^r,  milm  ^Mt 
Mfs  €Me^  the  UNl  pfihe  vmytfrdfidib  uHt6  bisfitw 
€tdy  Coil  ihsJaiounrs,  anJgroe  thsm  their  hire^  iqjbi^ 
mgftmn  Ae  iafi  mxto  thtjkfi.  Matt.  tql.  8« 

This  fteward  is  a  ^ipel  miniibcr,  or  ^hc  whole 
doud  of  Witn6ir<ss  in  one  body^  ia  iJtiion  and  ^  h«'^ 
moiqr  togeihei'^  both  in  &ith  and  dodri Ae ;  who  art 
ctdted  JVfWi^f  tf  tht  mgfimis^  MiofAhemm^M 
p4M  if  Gdd.  But  then  it  may  be  objeded  «hat  if 
b  aoc  in'thdr  power  to^^  the  lnvt  cfX^mfiy  ^idl 
i  it^dily  igratit ;  yet  diey  are  faid  to  in'\>Ue  tbepe^plt 
md  to  Aid  Atffmfis^  and,  havingyT'^rfK  recehid^  fnseif 
^  MnS9  give  I  and  diey  ^re  faid  to  4?nng  forth  tbi 
kfi  rohf  thififou^  mdAt  rmg^  4o  put  m  the  froiHgid 
Jm\  that  is,  they  ans  to  preach  Chrift  crucified^  im«« 
^oted  righteoidhefs,  faiiii,  and  die  lore  cff  Chrif^i 
t5  liifh ;  and,  if  cbey  bring  forth  the  Hng^  why  not 
die  hire  ?  and>  if  they  grve  to  the  l)oufebold  a  fgr^ 
lim  tffmoalt  m  Jbufeafrn^  as  to  Jmagry  fouls^  Why  not 
the  fenwf  tp  the  kk^ims  ones  ?  I  ktngt^ff  tfiat  the  ex^ 
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HdkAcy  of  the  power  is  of  Godi  and  n6t  dt  mM  i 
ytt  Chrift  will  put  ah  honour  tipoA  tftte  rmntftir  of 
his  own  word,  ahd  upon  thoi^  minifters  iii  whom 
be  dweUs,  and  out  of  whom  he  IhineSi  and  by  whom 
he.  Q>eEk5 1  and  I  believe  that  moft  of  God's  people 
will  agree  with  me  in  thisi  that  they  hire  received 
kfae  ]oy€  of  Chrift  into  their  fouls  through  the  in* 
ftrutnentaltty  of  the  gofpd  min^y ;  for,  where  one 
feceivts  it  widiout  that  means,  there  are  an  hiindred 
diat  leodve  it  by  that  meanS)  or  by  die  kiftnimefi^ 
tafity  of  private  chriftians. 

.  TbeJitM  Jbdllnoi  go  dmm  upon  the  bin  afti^la^ 
hmrers.  By  the  fun  going  down  two  things  are 
meant ;  the  one  is  the  awful  departure  of  the  glo^ 
rious  .'light  of  the  gofpel  from  a  nation,  or  a  people^ 
who  have  been  favoured  with  it.  When  thejun  goes 
diwn  over  the  prophets y  and  the  day  u  dark  wer  them\ 
"Micah  iii.  6.  When  there  are  no  vifions,  and  people 
perifh  for  lack  of  knowledge  $  for  where  there  is  no 
viJioH  the  people  perijh.  Prov.  xxix.  1 8.  And  this  was 
the  cafe  with  the  Jews  when  their  jto  was  turned  into 
darknejs^  and  their  moon  into  bloody  at  the  awful  de* 
parture  of  the  Meifiah^  and  his  gofpel  from  them; 
'And  the  other  meaning  is,  when  people  conie  intt> 
a  ftate  of  death ;  for  that  \%the  night  wbieh  comethwhere^ 
in  no  man  can  work ;  and,  when  they  are  thus  gone, 
they  have  no  more  part  for  ever  in  any  thing  that  is  done 
under  thejun  I  for,  though  the  fun  is  not  gone  from 
them,  yet  they  are  gone  from  it,  like  Ifrael  into  their 
fiate  of  captivi^j  compared  tx>  a  valley  of  dead  men 

and 
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and  dry  bones.  She  thai  bath  hwmJfoenl(mpB^^^ 
M  ^b  fffkff*  uf  tbi  gbqfi^  bet  Jim  is  gone  dovsn.  Jer« 
Vf.  9.  - 

Tl^  hire  muft  be  paid  before  the  fun  goes  down. 
^befuH  mujl  not  go  down  upon  this  bin,  upon  ivbtck 
tbe  poor  (md  needy  Jet  tbtir  hearts*  And  dus  the  lord 
q(  the  houiehQld  owns,  to  be  right,  for  he  faith  at 
their,  going  into  the  vineyard,  Wbatfoever  is  ri^ 
ibatjtidl  ye  ttcHve*  And  what  is  to  make  a  thing 
fif^S  Qt^wrtmg^  but  fume  .tew  ?  And  the  law  fays,' 
Tbejunjball  not  go  down  upon  the  bire  ofa/enuuittiae^ 
is  poor  and  needy^  becaufe  Usbeart  is  Jet  upon  it.  He 
tmift  be  paid ;  and  therefore  the  houleholder  calb- 
his  ienrants,  and  oiiders  hi^  fteward  to  pay  them  ^  and 
that  zxfac  o^dock  too  \  for  he  that  was  bhred  at  tbt 
devtntb  bour^  or  at  five  o^clock,  had  wrougbt  hut 
one  bour,  and  yet  be  was  paidfirft. 

But  why  jnuft  they  be  paid  before  the  fun  goes* 
down  ?  Becaufe  God  will  have  it  fo  $  and  Chrift 
eame  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  fent  him,  and  to 
finifh  his  work}  yea,  he  delighted  in  it.  I deHgbt 
to  do  thy  wiUf  O  my  Godi  yea,  tby  law  is  within  my 
heart :  and  it  became  him  to  fulfil  all  righteouf-- 

Now  the  reafons  aiTigned  for  this  is  not  only  the 
appointment  of  God  the  Father,  but  it  is  what  God- 
the^  Son  undertook*  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upour 
me  i  ke  bath  fent  me  to  preach  good  tidings  to  the  meek, 
to  hindMp  the  broken-hearted,  and  to  preach  deliverance-  ] 
to  cdpfivjes.  But  I  know  not  of  any  good  tidings  to' 
.    J  the 


the  titeck  hot  dytng^nd  redeeming  I^r^e  $  nor<)o  t 
kipibw.  of  ABf  bandage  that  will  iwaddle  a  liesBt 
broken  with  the  terrors  of  God  but  the  lone  ti 
Chrtft*  And  'what  tran  ddiver  a  captive  but  diac 
love  which  cafteth  out  fear  i 

Again,  bhrikif  dfidiMs  that  4xc8pi  s  mm  k  iont 
again  hi  tMnot/a  the  kiogdom  of  Gad\  biat  bow  <w^ 
be  be  bora  again  who  nerer  taftes  o£  dmne  love, 
leeii^  that  it  is.  }^Md  oily  be,  that  inub  that  h^ham 
c/Gpd^  0ui  knam/b  Gedifarbe  tbat'  latntb  wot  hmp* 
itbnat  G^fir  G$dsi  broe* 

Once  morCiCbti/l  tame, to  ddhertbofitwbo^ihriM^ 
ibe  fear  ofdeatb^  were  all  their  Jifo^time/ubjeS  toim^ 
doge.  If  he  came  on  pnrpofe  to  delxiw  foch  ib«lK 
as  thefe,  no  doubt  but  he  wtll<lo.it  s  but  then  what 
can  deliver  them  from  this  bomiage  to  the  fear  of 
death  ?  I  anfwer,  notUng  but  km  cm  cafi  outfiar  atid 
tom^nt.  £7  which  it  appears  that  the  abibkite  will 
of  Godj  the  underu^ung  of  Chrift  to  perfoma  hia 
wtll«  the  neceflity  of  a  fpi ritual  birth  in  order  to  aa 
admittance  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  which  is 
impoflible  without  it»  and  tlxe  miffion  and  <t>miiii£* 
(ion  of  Chrift  to  preach  deKverance  to  captives^ 
and  to  deliver  thofe  who  through  the  fear  of  death 
were  all  their  life-time  fubjed:  to  bondage ;  thefe 
thtng%  I  lay»  make  it  indi^enlably  neceffary  to  pay 
the  petwy  to  the  labourers  befere  the  fun  goes 
down^  ibr  it  is  tbmr  bire^  and  iktf  are  foot  aad 
needy^ mdjet  their  heart li^miti  nor  can  their  fouk 
ever  be  &tisfied  without  it^  for  it  is  love,  andiiothing 
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eHe>  that  fatlsfies ;  and  therefore  the  Saviour  Hds  them 
^for  ity  that  their  joy  might  be  full  y  fpr  what  can 
fill  the  heart  with  joy  but  love  ?  I  anfw^r.  Nothing ; 
for  no  man  can  be  filled  with  joy  but  he  that  loves 
the  thing  enjoyed ;  there  is  no  joy  in  any  thing  that 
a  man.  hates,  but  rather  grief. 

^bis  hire  is  a  fenny  fer  day^  which  is  expreflive  of 
die  conftanty  immutable,  and  everlafling  love  of 
Chrift  to  his  people,  which  is  the  fame  yellerday,  to 
day,  and  for  ever.  And  without  this  penny  be  en- 
joyed in  the  labour,  there  is  no  fatisfa£tion.  Let  the 
f^int  have  what  difplays  of  providence  he  may,  let 
him  have  never  fo  many  diftant  views  of  the  co-> 
Tenant,  and  let  the  preacher  have  never  fuch  great 
light  and  liberty  in  his  fubjeft,  yet,  if  there  is  no 
fcnfe  of  love,  no  penny  per  day^  he  is  not  fatisfied,  he 
will  conclude  that  he  is  to  be  put  off  with  a  portion 
in  this  Ufe  i  or  elfe  he  will  take  it  for  granted  he  has 
a  gift  without  grace,  and  that  he  is  to  preach  the 
Ifijpel  to  other  Si  and  himjelf  to  he  cafi  away  at  the  lafi. 
Nothing  but  doubts  and  fears,  jcaloudes  and  fufpi- 
ciops,  will  work  within  i  and,  the  more  he  fees  orhcrs  * 
bleflied  under  him,  the  more  the  vehement  flame  of 
jealoyfy  will  burn,  for  jealoufy  is  cruel  as  the  grave, 
and  love  is  the  jropt  of  it  5  for  where  there  is  no  love 
there  is  no  jealoufy,  except  it  be  like  that  of  Sau]*$, 
whoifras  jealous,  of  human  applaufe,  and  who  wifhed 
Samuel  to  honour  him  before  the  people,  in  order 
y^  obtain  it  and  keep  it.;  but  Saul  was  no  faint. 

But  wiien  dide/labourers  were  pai4  ih^y  murmur  e4 
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agabiji  the  good  man  of  the  boufift  hecaufe  the  lafi 
uen  paid  Jirji^  and  becauji  all  received  a  ferny  alike. ' 
This  is  often  fcen  by  fuch  fouls  as  arc  called  at  the  • 
eleventh  hour,  and  die  in  their  Jirft  love ;  and  thus  • 
thofe  who  are  called  late  are  more  indulged  than 
thofe  who  have  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the 
day.  This  penny,  or  this  loye,  is  not  to  be  bought 
cither  with  labour  or  all  the  fubftancc  of  a  man^s 
houfc  J  both  thefe  arc  utterly  contemned  when  oflFcr- 
cd  to  be  given  for  love,  either  for  the  difplays  of  it 
or  the  enjoyment  of  it. 

For  this  murmuring  only  a  gentle  reproof  is 
given,  for  no  houfeholder  can  be  offended  at  the 
envy  and  aim  of  his  fcrvants  when  they  ftrivc  to  be 
uppermofl:  in  his  affections;  nor  is  it  likely  that 
Chrift,  our  dear  Redeemer,  who  loved  his  fpoufe 
better  than  his  own  life,  ihould  be  offended  at  her 
cordial  affcdioq  foj  him,  or  jealoufy  over  his  love 
to  her.  The  mqrmuring  of  thefe  fervants  feems  to 
ipring  from  a  legal  fpirit,  conceiving  that,  as  they 
liad  toiled  under  die  heat  and  burden  of  the  day, 
they  merited  more  than  others  who  had  worked  but 
one  hour;  againft  which  fpirit  runs  the  whole  current 
of  tjie  gofpel  i  yea,  even  againft  the  very  name  of  it; 

Fqrthermpre,  the  fervants  by  this  fpirit  take 
upop  thepi  rather  to  command  than  obey,  which  iU 
becomes  cither  a  fervant  or  a  wife,  who  are  ordered 
to  be  in  fubjeftion,  the  one  to  his  mafter,  and  the 
other  to  her  own  hufband  i  befides,  this  murmur* 
jng  alters  not  the  matter  ^  the  laft  are  firft  and -the 
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drft  laft  s  be  that  humbles  himfelf  as  a  little  child  is 
the  greateft  in  the  empire  of  grace ;  he  that  takes 
theloweft  room  ihall  go  up  higher ;  he  th^t  thinks 
hioiielf  th^  laft  ihaU  be  firft ;  and  he  that  is  the  leaft 
in  bis  own  eyes  (hall  be  one  of  the  heads  of  the  tribes 
of  Urael.  God  will  dwell  with  the  broken  and  coa- 
trite  he^rt^  and  look  at  thoie  for  good,  even  with  a 
loving  heart  ^d  helping  handj  who  tremble  at  his 
word.  I  wel)  know  that  all  the  fcuffle  and  content 
tion  that  arifes  among  God*s  real  faints,  now  is,  and 
ever  hath  been,  which  (hall  be  the  greateft^  or  which 
(ball  (land  highefl  in  the  Lord's  favour.  But  God 
,  our  Saviour  is  without  partiality  i  he  loves  all  his 
cbildren  alike;  nor  (hall  there  be  any  difierence  be* 
tween  theni  in  ultimate  glory,  though  there  are  and 
mi^y  be  many  difputes  about  it  in  this  worlds  in 
order  to  provoke  the  jealoufy,  and  to  ftir  up  the  di- 
ligence^  of  all  to  be  ambitious  in  excelling. 


THE   END. 
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LIGHT  SHINING  IN  DARKNESS* 


I. 

THE  ENVIED  MAN's  R£TINUE>AND  THB  HOKOUR^ 

ABLE    MAN*S   BEGGARY. 

H  thai  is  deffifedy  and  hath  a  Jew  ant  ^  is  better  than 
be  that  honouretb  himfelfy  and  lacketh  breads 
Prov.  xii.  9^ 

It  is  not  a  form  of  godKfiefs  without  the  power, 
nor  an  empty  profeflion  void  of  pofTeflion  $  Aor  is 
it  a  dry  barren  miniftry,  whether  heterodox  or  or- 
diodox;  that  will  incur  the  djfpleafure  of  theic 
dclpifers. 

A  pYofeflion  made  under  the  influence  of  the 
fpirit  of  this  world,  and  a  fyftem  of  goipel  trutht 
preached  by  the  children  of  the  flefli,  wiU  make 
but  little  ftir  among,  thefe  enemies.  Hypocrites 
and  impoftors  are  the  bed  friends  the  devil  has ; 
for  by  thefe  he  counterfeits  the  kingdom  of  God 
to  fupport  his  own  empire.  Men  may  preach 
about  creation  and  providence,  about  election  and 
redemption,  about  juftification  and  fan£Hfication : ' 
Satan  cares  nought  about  that  \  for  all  thefe  m^y  be 
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in  the  head  while  the  (Irong  man  reigns  in  the  pa« 

lace.     Satan  knows  that  the  kingdom  of  God 

ftands  not  in  word^  but  in  powers  and. nothing  but 

divine  power  can  dethrone  and  difpofiefs   him. 

The  above  things  have  been  and  dill  arc  enforced 

by  many  who  are  eneoites  to  God,  in  alliance  with 

Satan,  and  in  union  with  thofe  whole  guefts  are  m 

the  depths  of  bell.  Prov.  ix,  i8.    By  fuch  inftru- 

ments  he^  communicates  liardnefs  of  hearty  impe- 

nitency,  daring  boldnefs^    arrogance,   blind  zeal, 

falfe  faith,  and  perilous  prefutnption ;  all  which  are 

profitable  to  the  devil  And  this  may  be  called  fpi- 

ritual  wickednefs  ^  for  it  is  the  influence  of  Satan 

counterfeiting  the  full  aflurance  of  faith  in  the  un- 

fanftified  fouls  of  hypocriccs.     That  which  makes 

a  man  defpifed,  and  which^  by  Satan's  help,  fills 

the  deipifer  with  all  his  rage,  is  the  £uth  of  God's 

dedi  which  faith  is  both  God's  gift  and  God's 

Vork :  it  flows  from  God's  eternal  )ove»  throi^h 

Chrift  the  mediator,  and  is  wrought  in  the  foul  by 

the  powerful  arm  of  God  revealed.     This  faith 

deals  with  the  Lord's  atonement,  and  purifies  the 

l^eart  by  it ;  it  puts  on  an  imputed  righteoufhcis, 

gives  the  finner  an  exiftencc  in  the  heart  of  Chrift, 

and  Chrift  a  dwelling-place  in  the  Tinner's  heart. 

This  faith  overcomes  the  world,  and  explodes  the 

Ijoirit  of  ir,  and  purifier  the  head:  from  the  root 

of  aU  evil,  and  lays  hold  of  the  love  of  God,  and 

works  by  it,  which  is  the  root  of  all  real  gpdlineis : 

it  applies  the  promifes,  it  attends  our  pettcionsy. 

mixes  irfelf  wjth  the  word  preaclied,  alfures  us  of 
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our  fonihip,  and  is  always  attended  with  the  wit« 
ncfs  of  the  Holy  Spirit.    Take  fitith  io  a  twofi:dd* 
point  of  light :  firft  as  a  grace  from  Chrift  adhog^ 
and  uke  Chrift  as  the  objeft  of  faith  afted  upon, 
and  faith  is  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for ;  for 
what  can  a  fenfible  finner  hope  for  but  the  enjoy- 
ment of  Chrift  ?     Faith  is  the  evidenee  of  things 
not  feen^  which  things  are  the  glories  of  heaven ; 
and  the  firft  fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  the  eameft  of 
that  glorious  barveft ;   and  faith  is  one  of  thole 
firft-fruitSj   and  is  our  alTurance  of  it^   and  is 
wrought  in  our  fouls  to  perfuade  us  that  the  pro* 
mifed  inheritance  is  fure  to  all  the  feed.    Now  all 
this  being  God's  own  work  in  us,  it  muft  be  de* 
fpi&d.    Behold,  ye  d^pifers,  and  wonder ^  andperifi^ 
fir  I  work  a  work  in  your  days^  a  work  which  y4 
fiaU  in  no  wife  betievCy  though  a  man  deelare  it  mta 
you.   A£ts  xiii.  41.    And  this  may  be  feen  in  Paul 
at  Jerufalem.     While  Paul  declared  his  extrac«» 
non,  his  education,  manner  of  life,  and  his  per« 
fecution  of  the  Chriftians,   they  heard  him  with 
all  attention ;   but^  ^  when  he  delivered  his  con* 
verfion,  and  call  to  preach  to  the  Gentiles>  then 
they  Hfted  up  their  voices  and  faid,  Awojf  wkb 
fuch  a  fellow  from  the  earth,  for  it  is  not  fit  thai 
he  fhould  live.    Make  hafte,   faid  the  Lord^  and 
get  thee  out  of  Jerufalem,  fer  'they  will  not  reeerun 
thy   tejlimotrf  concerning  me.      That  which   thefe 
men  defpife  is  not  us,  but  God's  work,  God's  deac 
Son,  and  God  himfelf  for  revealing  him  in  us^ 
and  fo  fays  the  Lord  himfelf.  He  that  dejpyetb  you 
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de/Pffetb  me;  and  he  that  de/pijetb  me  d^fetb  him 
^atjent  me.  Luke  x.  16.  But  each  of  theft  dc- 
fpifed  ones  hath .  got  a  fer vant ;  therefore  he  is 
better  than  he  that  honoureth  himfelf,  and  lacketh 
bread. 

I  muft  now  dcfcribe  the  fervant.  Our  Jacob,  the 
everlafting  father  of  Ifrael,  ferved  for  a  wife,  and 
for  a  wife  he  kept  (hecp.  Nor  is  he  afhamed  to  be 
called  our  hufband ;  for  he  made  himfelf  of  no  re- 
putation, but  took  on  him  the  form  of  a  fervant, 
and  in  that  form  he  ferved  for  his  wife,  and  ob* 
taincd  her  as  the  reward  of  his  work.  Hence  fhe  is 
called  the  travail  of  Vts  JouL  To  purchafe  her, 
difcharge  her  debts,  and  to  refcue  her  from  the 
hands  of  thieves,  robbers,  and  ufurpers,  was 
all  his  labour  and  travaiL  ^he  Son  of  man  came  not 
to  ie  minifiered  untOy  but  to  minijier.  Matt.  xx.  28. 
He  wafhes  her  from  all  her  fins  in  his  own  blood ; 
and,  \{  he  wafh  us  not,  we  have  no  part  in  him : 
yea,  he  difdained  not  to  wafh  his  difciples*  feetj  and 
td  wipe  them  with  fhe  towel  wherewith  he  was  girded. 
John  xiii.  5.  And  this  is  repeated  again  and  again, 
for  he  makes  us  feel  the  need  of  it  often ;  and  we 
are  as  fenfibk  of  it  when  ic  is  done.  And,  after  his 
refurfeftion,  his  difciples  found  a  fire  on  the  fca- 
coafl,  and  fifh  laid  thereon, -and  bread;  himfelf 
made  the  fire,  and  drefled  the  dinner,  and  he  called 
his  difciples  to  it,  faying  unto  them.  Come  and 
dine.  John  xxi.  1 2.  fFhetber  is  greater,  he  that 
JStieth  at  meat,  or  he  that  ferveth  ?  Is  not  he  that 
fittetb  at  meat  ?  but  I  am  among  you  as  be  that 
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firvetb.  Luke  xxii.  ly.  This  is  the  angel  that  re* 
deemed  Jacob,  and  the  God  that  fed  him  all  hit 
life  long.  And  furely  wafhing  us>  wafhing  our  feet» 
making  a  fire,  drefling  our  meat,  and  calling  us 
tonhe  entertainment,  is  the  menial  work  of  a  fer* 
vant.  But  what  is  that  which  divine  and  invariable 
love  will  not  do  ?  Nor  does  he  flop  here,  but  he 
puts  on  our  clothes,  and  all  our  trinkets ;  for  we 
have  neither  eyes  to  fee  them,  nor  hands  to  apply 
them,  ourfelves.  /  will  greaily  rejoice  in  the  Lord^ 
my  foul  Jball  be  jtxyful  in  my  God\  for  be  balb  do f bed 
me  witb  tbe  garments  of  Jalvation^  be  bath  covered  tm 
witb  tbe  robe  of  righteoufnefsy  as  a  bridegroom  decketb 
him/elf  witb  ornament  s^  and  as  a  bride  adometb  berjetf 
witb  ber  jewels.  .  Ifaiah  Ixi.  lo.  The  crown  upon 
her  head,  the  chain  upon  her  neck,  the  bobs  in 
her  ears,  the  bracelets  on  her  hands,  and  the  fhoes 
on  her  feet,  are  of  his  preparing  and  putting  on« 
Ezek.  xvi.  9—12,  All  her  inward  glory  and  out- 
ward ornaments,  the  provifion  of  Zion's  table,  and 
the  furniture  of  her  toilette,  the  powder  of  her  hair, 
and  the.  perfumes  of  her  robe,  are  all  prepared  and 
provided  for  her.  Wifdom  prepares  her  bread,  kills 
her  beads,  mingles  her  wine,  fumiflies  her  tahlcj 
and'  bids  her  gucfts,  faying,  ComCy  ear  ofnrf  breads 
and  drink  of  the  wine  that  1  have  mingled^  This  is 
the  provifion  of  her  table.  And,  as  for  her  apparel, 
he  fays,  Thou  art  comely  through  my  comelinefs  that  I 
have  put  upon  their.  He  is  her  watchman  by  nighty 
and  her  guardian  by  day,  and  never  flumbers  nor 
flceps ;  he  refrefhes  her  every  moment,  and  keeps 
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her  by  his  power  ^  (he  is  indebted  to  him  for  both 
her  food  and  her  phylic ;  and  he  makes  all  her  bed 
in  her  ficknefs  (Pfalm  xli.  3) ;  he  fupports  her  oii 
the  bed  of  languifbing,  and  he  attends  her  both  in 
the  furnace  and  in  the  bath^  to  keep  the  flame 
from  kindling,  and  the  waters  from  overflowing  1 
nor  will  he  relinquifli  his  endearing  attention  till 
the  folcmnization  of  the  eternal  nuptials  takes 
place.  Let  your  loins  be  girded^  and  be  like  to  mm 
tvaitingfor  their  Lord^  when  be  will  return  from  the 
wedding.  Luke  xii.  36.  .  Ble/fed  are  tbqfe  Jervants 
whom  the  Lord  when  be  cometb  Jball  find  xoatcbing  : 
verify  I  Jay  unto  you^  that  be  fcaU  gird  bimfelf^  and 
make  tbem  to  fit  down  to  meat,  and  will  come  forth 
and  Jehe  tbem.  Luke  xii.  37.  Oh,  unparalleled 
condefcenfion !  He  will  gird  himfelf  with  ^U  the 
powerj  glory,  and  majefty,  of  infinite  deity,  raife 
his  church  from  the  dend,  form  it  and  fafhion  it 
like  unto  his  own  glorious  body,  prefenc  her  to 
himfelf  without  fpot,  wipe  all  tears  from  her 
eyes,  lead  her  to  living  fountains,  feed  her  with 
his  own  fulnefs,  and  fet  her  down  amldft  all  the 
realities  and  dainties  of  paradife.  A  defpifed  onej, 
that  hath  fuch  a  fervant,  is  better  than 

He  that  honour etb  himfelf y  and  lacketb  bread.  Ar^ 
we  blind alfo?  fay  the  Pharifccs.  O  no; — burning 
and  fhintng  lights.  They  ihine  in  the  counter* 
feited  rays  of  Saun,  and  burn  in  rag^  againft  Chrift 
as  he  did.     They  do  the  works  of  their  father. 

Stand  by  thyfe^^  come  not  near  unto  me,  for  1 
am  holier  than  thou^    faid   anodier*     Tiefe  many 
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je€rs  do  I  fitoi  thee,  fatd  the  elder  (on  in  the  pn- 
nbic,  oftd  never  at  any  iime  iran/gre/^ed  I  iky 
cammandmenis*  AH  tbeje  have  I  kept  fivm  mj 
ymib  up^  faid  the  young  man ;  tybai  lack  I  yet  f 
All  thefe  honoured  themfehres,  and  received  ho-^ 
nour  one  from  another.  And  we  have  plenty  of  fucb- 
in  our  days.  The  papift^  whofe  obedience  ex« 
ceeds  the  demands  of  the  law  %  the  perfedbioqift; 
who  is  complete  in  the  flefh  %  the  felf-righteous, 
with  all  his  ftock  of  natural  power  and  inherent 
grace ;  and  thofe  who  boaft  of  all  their  light  within, 
but  have  none  without:  thefe  all  honour  them« 
felvesj  and  are  therefore  in  unbelief; '  for  How  can 
ye  believe  wbo  receive  honour  one  of  another,  and 
feek  not  the  honour  which  cometbfrom  God  only  f  John 
V.  44.  Thefc  muft  want  bread,  becaufe  they  can-> 
not  believe.  /  am  the  bread  of  lifCf  fays  Chrift ; 
and  be  that  believeth  on  me  hath  everlafiing  life.  But 
how  can  you  believe  ?  And,  if  they  have  no  faith, 
they  have  no  bread. 

Their  pride  will  attend  them  out  of  the  world, 
for  they  will  honour  themfclves  at  the  great  day. 
ff^ben  faw  we  thee  an  hungered,  or  athirfi,  and  did 
not  minijler  unto  thee  f  And  again «  Lord,  have  wt 
not  prophefied  in  thy  name^  and  in  thy  name  ca/l 
out  devils,  and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful 
works  f 

The  grand  conteft  between  God  and  all  gracelefs 
profefibrs  is,  who  (hall  have  the  glory  of  a  linfter^s 
falvation.  This  glory  God  claims,  and  will  never 
give  to  another;  nor  will  the  felf-righteous  ever 
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give  it  €0  him.    Hence  the  Saviouri  whd  ftood  in 
the  gap  and  n>ade  up  the  breach,  is  reje&ed^  and 
any  thing  fubftituted  in  his  room. .   Free  agency  is 
oppoied  to  his  fovereignty;  the  workings  of  a  na« 
tural  conlciencc  are  called  inherent  grace,  and  are 
fet  up  in  oppofuion  to  the  Liord's  fulnefs  i  desd 
works  (land  as  a  rival  to  his  fpotlefs  obedience  $ 
and  finlefs  perfe£tion  in  competition  with  his  fan£ti« 
fication :  while^  on  the  other  hand,  the  Lord  feeka 
the  loft*,  fhines  upon  the  blind,  quickens  the  dead^ 
gives  power  to  the  feint,  faves  the  vileft,  heals  the 
fick,  and  juftiiies  the  ungodly.     And  tliis  is  the 
glory  of  God's  eledl,  while  all  others  labour  in 
vain*     It  is  going  about  to  eftablifli  their  own 
righteoufnefs,  being  too  blind  to  (ee,  and  too  proud 
to  fubmit  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.    Svch  JbaU 
fumble ^  and  faU^  and  he  Jnared^  and  be  broken^  and 
ie  taken.     They  ftumblc  and  take  offence  at  the 
Son  of  God  i  they  are  broken  off  from  both  cove- 
nants, and  taken  in  their  own  craftinefs  \  for  what 
qan  men  hang  upon  who  rcjcdt  Chrift  ?     And  this 
is  now  the  cafe  with  the  Jews ;  they  are  driven  to 
fuch  fhifts  as  to  pray  on  their  death -bed  that  their 
own  death  may  atone  for  their  fins.    Thefe  are  the 
men  who  honour  themfelves,    and  yet  lack  the 
bread  of  life,  and  will  perifli  to  all  eternity  in  their 
wants.     It  is  intolerable  to  them  to  have  their  h6« 
hour  laid  in  the  duft,  and  therefore  it  mud  lie  in 
the  flames ;  for  be  thai  exalt etb  bimfelfjball  be  abafed, 
At  the  great  day  it  will  be  feen,  and  ihall  be  ac« 
knowledged  by  aU|  that  be  that  is  dejpifed  and  bath 
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afervanty  is  ietier  than  be  thai  bonountb' bimfelfy  and 
lacketb  bread. 

He  tbat  is  dejptfed  is  better  tban  be  tbat  bonouretb 
bimfelfy  &c.  -  Bleflcd  are  they  that  are  reviled  and 
perfecuted  for  Chriff  s  fake,  for  great  is  their  re- 
ward in  heaven.  But  the  Lord  pronounces  I}i» 
wo  upon  profeilbrs  when  all  men  ipeak  well  of 
them. 

But  a  member  of  the  Laodicean  church,  who  is 
rich,  increafed  with  goods,  and  in  need  of  nothing, 
thinks  it  (Irange  to  be  invite^  to  buy  wine  and 
milk  without  money  and  without  price ;  and,  even 
if  at  any  time  confcicnce  pinch  him,  he  turns  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  divine  bounty.  Wkerefore 
dp  ym  jpend  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread  \  (tnd 
your  labour  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not  ?  Hearken 
diligently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  t^hich  is  good^  and 
let  your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs.  Ifaiah  Iv.  a. 
AU-fuch  kind  invitations  are  loft  upon  a  free- wilier. 
^be  full  foul  loatbeth  the  honeycomb.  And  therefore 
wo  unto  them  that  are  full,  for  they  (hall  hunger. 
All  that  come  to  the  feaft  mud  be  brought  \  a 
bare  invitation  brings  no  gueft.  Not  one  that  %va^ 
bidden  fball  tafte  of  my  f upper ;  therefore  bring  in  the 
poor^  the  maimed,  the  baity  and  the  blind,  that  my 
boufe  may  be  filled  with  guejis.  Thcfe,  thcfe  fhall  eat 
bread  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  when  many  fhaii  beg 
in  harveft,  and  have  nothing.  Better  is  he  that  is 
defpifed  and  hatb  a  fervant,  tban  he  that  honour eth 
bimfeJft  and  lacketb  bread. ,  . 
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THI  niATENLY  IHTXKCOVRSB  OPBNBO,  AMO  THS 
OOIRS  AHD  COMIRS  DSSCRIBZO. 

* 

Aid  hi  faith  unto  bim^  Verily^  Virihf^  IJafuntoyou^ 
hereafter  ye  fball  fee  heaven  epen^  and  the  angels 
cf  God  afcendmg  and  difcending  upon  the  Sim  of 
man.    John  i.  31* 

Therb  are  few.  texts  in  the  Bible  that  have  ap«* 
peared  more  dark  and  obfcure  to  me  than  this>  and. 
that  for  various  reafons. 

.  I.  There  is  nothings  that  I  know  of»  follow- 
ing this  paflage  in  the  New  Teitament^  which 
appean  to  me  to  explain^  or  that  leads  to  the  fenfe 
of  it,  as  is  frequently  the  caie  in  other  matters ;  as> 
ibr  inftance»  when  the  Lx>rd  faidj  There  are  fcma 
Jtanding  here  which  fhall  not  te^e  of  death  tiJl  thef 
have  Jeen  the  kingdom  of  God  come  with  power* 
Again:  John  truly  baptized  with  water^  but  you 
Jball  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghofi  not  numy  days 
hence.  On  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  when  the  Holy 
Spirit  defcended  as  a  cloven  tongue  of  fire^  and 
abode  upon  the  apoftles,  and  filled  them^  they 
were  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  with  fire. 
And*  as  the  kingdom  of  God  ftands  in  righteouf- 
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ocfs,  pe^c,  and  joy,  in  the  Holy  Ghoft^  the 
kingdom  came  at  thb  rime  with  power,  and  thoie 
that  were  enlightened  faw  it  and  felt  it.  Bot 
where  have  we  any  account  in  the  New  Teftamenc 
of  the  angels  of  God  being  feen  afcending  and 
defending  as  here  defcribed^  except  in  the  fore* 
gQing  paflage  f 

2.  Whatever  be  the  meanbg  of  the  paflage^  it 
ceouuns  a  promife  of  fomething  to  be  ken  by 
Nathanielj  though  perhaps  not  to  the  exclufion 
of  others.  The  matter  in  the  text  is  e^^prefllve  c^ 
fomething  exceeding  great;  for  upon  Nathaniel's 
confeffion  of  faith  this  promife  was  given.  Rabii^ 
ihm  art  the  Son  of  God,  thou  art  the  king  of  IJiraeU 
In  anfwer  to  which  Jefus  replies^  Becaufe  I  faid 
unto  thee,  I/aw  thee  under  the  fig-tree,  believeft  tbouf 
thou  Jbalt  Jee  greater  things  than  tbefe,  Nathaniel 
had  feen  the  Son  of  God  and  king  of  Ifrael  with 
the  eye  of  faith j^  and  with  the  eyes  of  his  body  he 
ikw  him  in  the  f}elh;  he  believed  in  him,  and 
confefl<;d  his  faith  in  him  as  bis  own  faviour,  king^ 
and  lord«  and  was  accepted  and  approved  j  and  he 
obuined  a  good  report^  through  faith,  tllat  be  was 
^«  Ifraelite  in4eed,  in  whom  is  no  guile. 

And  what  fight  under  heaven  cap  be  greater 
than  this  ?  What  are  apgels  ? — the  work  of  the 
Saviour's  hands,  thp  creatures  of  his  care,  and  his 
moft  noble  and  hopourabie  fervants.  Curfure  I 
am,  that  a  fight  of  all  the  angels  together,  botl^ 
afcending  and  defcending,  can  never  equal,  mucl^ 
Icfs  cxcel^  a  believing  view  of  Chrift,  as  Chrift 

(l?clarcsi 


(  ««  ) 

declares  this  fight  fball :  Becaufe  IJaii^  J /aw  tbee 
mnJer  thefig-treey  helieveji  tbau?  tbm /halt  fee  greater 
iUngs  than  tbe/ei  for  verily^  verify^  I  Jay  unto  you, 
hereafter  you  Jball  Jie  heaven  open,  and  the  angels  of 
God  qfcending  and  dejcending  upon  the  Son  of  man. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fcnfc  of  this  text,  it  is 
plain  that  it  is  fomething  to  excite  Nathaniel's  ad* 
miration,  and  to  encourage  his  faith  and  hope; 
whereas  a  view  of  angels  has  often  awakened  the 
fears  and  terrors  even  of  the  beft  of  faints,  and  has 
rather  frightened  than  encouraged  them.  Daniel's 
comelinefs  turns  into  •  corruption,  and  he  faints 
away,  at  the  fight  of  one.  Daniel,  loth  chap.  Za- 
charias,  at  the  fight  of  an  angel,  was  troubled,  and 
fear  fell  upon  him  (Luke  i.  12);,  and  Manoab 
concluded  that  he  ihould  furely  die,  when  an  angel 
had  appeared  to  him.  And  even  Jacob  him  (elf, 
who  really  faw  the  angels  of  God  afccnding  and 
defcending  upon  a  ladder,  and  from  which  vifion 
the  words  of  my  text  arc  taken,  even  he  was 
afraid,  and /aid,  How  dreadful  is  this  placet  Gen, 
xxviii.  17. 

4«  I  have  at  times  doubted  whether  the  appear* 
ance  of  angels  has  been  To  frequent  under  the 
gofpel  difpcnfation  as  under  the  law.  The  law  was 
given  by  the  difpofitioh  of  angels ;  //  was  ordained 
hy  angels  in  the  hand  of  a  mediator^  (Gal.  iii.  19). 
But  not  iO  the  gofpcl,  for  that  at  the  firfi  began  to 
be  fpoken  by  the  Lord^  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by 
them  that  heard  him.  Hcb,  ii.  3.  Hence  the  gof- 
pel  of  the  Mefiiah,  which  the  Jews  always  called 
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tbe  world  to  come^  dividing  the  world  into  three 
periods:  the  firft  before  the  law;  the  fecond  under 
tho  law ;  tlie  third  the  world  to  come,  or  the  days 
of  die  Mefliah.  But  unto  tbe  angels  bath  be  not  pit 
m  fidjeSion  tbe  vjorld  to  come^  wbereof  we  Jpeak. 
Hcb.  ii.  5. 

5.  The  next  difficulty  that  appears  to  me  in 
this  text  is^  the  angels  afcending  and  defcending 
upon  the  Son  of  man.  The  ele£t  angels  never 
finned*  God  and  they  were  never  at  a  di(Unce  $ 
nor  were  they  ever  at  enmity^  fo  as  to  ftand  in  need 
of  a  mediator  s  nor  are  they  included  in  his  me* 
diation ;  -and  it  is  certain  that  Chrift  took  not  on  bim 
tie  nature  of  angels y  but  tbe  feed  of  Abrabam.  Hcb. 
ii.  i6.  Tbere  is  one  God,  and  one  mediator  between 
God  and  man,  tbe  man  Cbriji  Jefus.  i  Tim.  ii.  5. 
He,  by  his  blood,  is  the  new  and  living  way, 
which  he  hath  new  made  for  us  (Hcb.  x.  20)  j 
and  tbe  redeemed  Jball  walk  tbere.  Ifaiah  xxxv.  ix. 
The  office  of  Chrift  as  mediator,  and  his  whole 
work  of  mediation,  being  appointed  for  men,  and 
confined  to  men,  it  appears  (Irange  to  me  to  find 
the  angels  afcending  and  defcending  oa  the  Medit- 
ator, or  in  that  way  which  is  confecrated  for  us. 

It  is  true,  every  fpiritual  bleffing  from  God  the 
Father  comes  to  us  through  Chrift,  and  every  ac^- 
ceptable  facrifice  goes  up  from  us  to  God  the  fame 
way,  and  no  other ;  but  then  the  angels  do  not  go 
and  come  on  the  Son  of  man  in  this  workj  for  it 
is  not  angels,  but  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  brings 
every  promife  and  bkiTmg  through  Chrift  to  us. 

Some 
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Some  (ay  the  fcnfe  i^^  dut  there  would  be-  tfitone^ 
diately  made  fuch  clear  difcoveries  of  his*  perfon 
and  grace  by  his  miniftry^  and  fuch  miracles  would 
be  wrought  in  confirmation  of  it^  that  it  would 
look  as  if  heaven  was  open^  and  the  angels  of  God 
were  continually  going  to  and  fro,  and  bringing 
ire(h  meflages^  and  performing  miraculous  oper*» 
ations  I  as  if  the  whole  hoft  of  them  were  con* 
ftahdy  employed  in  fuch  fervice.  But  their  bring- 
ing meiTages^  and  performing  operations,  is  what 
I  do  not  underftand.  And  their  faying  that  it 
would  look  as  if  heaven  was  open,  &c.  that  ^and 
that  hok,  or  mere  appearance,  does  not  feemto 
require  the  double  afleveration  of  Verily^  verUy^  I 
Jay  unta  you.  Befides,  the  Lord  does  not  fay-  that 
k  (hall  look  as  if  it  were  fo  and  fo,  but  Verily ^  verify^ 
youJbaUJee  heaven  open^  &c. 
•  The  heavens  opening  at  certain  times  is  what 
we  often  read  of,  as  in  EzekieK  He  tells  us  firft 
chat  the  heavens  were  opened  to  him,  and  that  he 
few  vifions  of  God.  Ezek.  i.  i.  In  which  vifion 
he  faw  a  whirlwind,  the  emblem  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  God,  and  a  fire  enfolding*  or  catching  irielf  in 
after  every  breaking  forth ;  which  fire  reprcfentcd 
the  word  and  grace  of  God,  which  are  to  inflame 
the  fouls  of  God*s  faints  as  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
pleafed  to  communicate  them ;  and  upon  the  back 
of  every  breaking  forth  there  fucceeds  a  catching 
in ;  and  this  every  child  of  God  knows  and  la- 
ments. Out  of  the  flames  came  four  living  crea- 
tures, quickened  and  inflamed  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  % 

which 


(  t^  ) 

^ittdi  yme  hkrog^hical  reprdctitadons  of  goipel 
mimflers,  boroing^  and  Ihining  lights.  Read  Jer* 
vi.  a*  Rev.  v.  ii,  is*  .  On  the  fides  of  the  living 
crattures  were  wheels,  prefiguring  the  churches  of 
Cjuift,  called  Gilgalj  or  rollings  and  becaufe  thejr 
iirere  ^iritually  circumcifed,  and  their  guilt  and 
the  reproach  of  it  were  rolled  away  from  tbenn. 
(Joih.  V.  9) ;  and  fo,  being  dilburdened  of  their 
fins,  and  fired  with  love,  they  were  like  the  cha-- 
riots  of  Amminadib,  the  chariots  of  my  willing 
people.  Song  vi.  1 2.  Thefe  living  creatures  be- 
ing inipired  by  the  Spirit  of  life  and  love,  the  ipirit 
of  thele  living  creatures  was  in  the  wheels  1  hence 
they  move  in  concert ;  if  one  went,  the  other  went; 
if  one  rofe)  the  other  rofej  they  rife  and  fall  toge« 
ther,  as  all  minifters  and  churches  do,  if  they  arc 
of  God's  ipiritual  family;  for,  if  the  eye  qf  the  body 
myftical  be  fingle,  the  whole  body  will  be  full  of 
l^t  (Matt.  vi.  2%) ;  and,  if  the  preacher  be  a  hy-* 
pocritCj  fo  will  his  followers ;  for  then  fl^aU  bCy 
like  people^  like  fr'ufi.  Hofea  iv.  9.  Above  all  theie 
there  is  a  throne  exhibited,  and  gpon  the  throne  a 
man  in  a  fiery  appearance,  which  was  the  Son  of 
God  on  a  throne  of  glory,  attending  the  chtirch 
with  his  prefence.  And  all  this  was  fulfilled  on  the 
day  of  Pentecoft,  when  the  heavens  were  opened 
by  Chrift's  fd^rifke^and  fatisfa£lion,  and  by  his 
mediation  and  incercefiion ;  when  the  Holy  Ghoft 
defcended  like  a  ruihing  wind  and  a  cloven  ton^^ 
and  abode  upon  all  the  apofiiles.  Then  was  the 
^rd  feen  over  them ;  the  ari^ows  of  his  quiver 

went 
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went  forth  like  lightning,  and  pierced  the  hearts 
of  rebels.  The  great  trumpet  was  then  blown  to 
call  perifhing  (inners  to  the  facrifice  $  and  he  went 
forth  with  whirlwinds  of  the  Ibuth,  which  heavenly 
gale  is  for  the  regeneration  of  his  own  ele£t.  Read 
Zech.  ix.  1 4.  Thus  are  the  heavens  opened^  and 
a  new  and  living  way  confecrated  through  the  vieil 
into  the  holiefl:  of  all ;  which  wof  was  not  made  ma^  ^ 
mf eft  while  the' Jirft  tabernacle  was  ftanding.  Heb. 
ix.  8. 

a..  By  the  heavens  being  opened  is  fignified  a 
glorious  breaking  forth  of  gofpel  light  and  power, 
after  a  long  eclipfe  of  darknels,  deadnefs,  errors, 
and  herefies,  which  often  obfcure  the  church,  and 
almoft  bring  her  into  the  fmokc  and  fmother  of  igno* 
ranee  and  confufion,  and  make  her  look  like  the  chaff* 
ftid  ftubble  of  carnal  and  outer-court  worihippers. 
But,  when  it  pleafes  God  to  pour  down  his  Holy 
Spirit,  and  to  revive  his  caufe,  and  raife  up  his  poor 
opprefled  fiimily,  he  (hines  into  their  hearts,  opens 
the  heavens  to  them,  and  f^ows  them  afrefli  the 
Hjyfterics  of  his  covenant,  Ati  the  temple  of  Gad 
was  opened  in  heaven^  and  there  was/een  in  his  temple 
fbe  ark  of  his  teftament  \  and  there  were  lightnings^  and 
voices  J  and  thunderings,  i3c.   Rev.  xi.  1 9. 

3.  The  heavens  are  faid  to  be  opened  to  Peter, 
when  in  vifion  he  faw  a  large  veflel  knit  at  the 
four  corners,  and  filled  with  beads,  fowls,  and 
fcptilcs,  rcprefenting  God's  eleft  among  the  Gcn- 
dles ;  and  he  Was  bid  to  Arife^  kill,  and  eat^    A£ts 

4.  The 
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4.  THe  fame  opening  of  the  hearens  appeared 

to  Scephexi»  when  the  fencence  of  death  and  th% 

ciecution  of  it  was  coming  upon  him :  And  bt 

Jtidf  Behold^  I  foe  the  heavens  t^enedj  and  the  Son  of 

I 

mmftan£ng  on  the  right  band  of  God.  A6ks  vii«  5, 6« 
This  was  to  inform  the  martyr  that  the  heavens^ 
the  holieft  of  all,  were  opened  to  hirti,  and  that  faia 
Loid  was  ready  to  receive  him^  aild  that  he  fhould 
commit  his  departing  foul  to  him,  as  to  a  faithful 
Creator^  his  covenant  Godj  and  his  Saviour.  And 
they  Jloned  Stephen^  calling  upon  God,  and  faying. 
Lord  y^us^  receive  myjpirii*   Afts  vii.  59. 

5.  Something  of  this  ibrt  appears  to  every  con^ 
Vifted  finner  upon  his  converfion ;  for,  while  he  is 
labouring  under  the  legal  bondage  bf  the  law,  the 
heavens  over  him  appear  to  be  brafs^^^aixl  the  earth 
that  is  under  him  iron  (Deut.  xxviii.  23) ;  fb  that 
he  can  neither  afcend  to  God  in  prayer^  nor  .hide 
himielf  from  his  terrible  majefty.  And  it  is  as 
ienfibly  felt.and  enjoyed  by  the  poor  finner,  when 
God  rends  the  heavens^  and  comes  down  and  makes 
the  mountains  to  flow  down  at  his  gracious  preience* 
Ifaia'h  Ixiv.  !•  Drt^  dozvn^  ye  heavens,  from  above ^ 
and  lei  thefiUs  four  down  rigbteoufnefs :  let  the  earth 
open,  and  let  them  bring  forth  Jalvatiorty  and  let  righte* 
oafnefs  Jpring  up  together  i  I  the  Lord  have  created  it^ 
I/aiah  xlv.  8. 

But  this  opening  the  heavens,  in  my  text,  figni* 
fies  the  new  and  living  way,  which  was  opened  by 
our  forerunner,  when  reconciliation  was  made,  and 
he,  fi?om  the  tomb»  trod  the  path  to  unmortal 
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fife;  wfam  meriy  and  truth  met  tcgetber,  when 
tigbteoufnefs  and  feace  kijfed  each  other-  Truth 
fpruhg  out  of  the  earth  at  the  refurre&ion  df 
Chrift,  and  rigbteoufrefs  looked  down  from  heaven 
propitious.  Then  the  Lord  gare  that  which  was 
good,  by  Tending  his  Holy  Spirit>  and  the  barrea 
land  yielded  a  ipirituai  increafe;  righteQulheis  went 
fcefors  the  Mediator,  to  procure  hb  acceptancej  and^ 
when  imputed,  or  placed  to  our  account,  it  fets 
iis  in  the  way  of  his  fteps.  Pfalm  bucxv.  lo — 13. 
,  1  nov^  proceed  to  fhew  what  theic  angels  are$ 
which  I  take  to  be  not  angels  by  nature,  but  angeb^ 
by  office,  or  fpiritqal  meflengers ;  fi>r,  if  the  four 
generak  of  the  Turkifh  armies  were  called  angels,' 
as  thq^  are  in  Rev.  ix.  14;  and  if  the  name  of  an-* 
gel  is  given  to  fuch  a  meiTpnger  as  Abraham's 
ficward,  when  he  went  to  efpouie  Rebekah  to 
Haac,  (iCor.xi.  10;)  furely  the  name  muft  be 
much  more  applicable  to  the  faints  of  God,  who 
are  called  fpiritual  men.  The  minifiers  of  the 
churches  of  Afia  are  called  the  angels  of  the  Jevm 
churches.  Rev.  i*  ao.  And  the  apoftles  and  evan* 
gelifts  which  Chrift  fent  fbrth  to  preach  bis  goipel, 
being  fpiritual  mefTcngers,  bear  the  fame  name. 
And  he  Jball  Jend  his  angels  with  a  great  found  qf  a 
trumpet y  and  they  Jhall  gather  together  hif  eleff  frono 
the  four  winds,  from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  oiber^ 
Matt.  X3UV.  3 1 .  This  trumpet  Is  our  jubilc  trump  i 
it  proclaims  a  rel^fe  to  fenfible  debtors^  and  ih-%1 
vites  us  to  the  feafl  of  our.  paflbver,  aiKl  is  a  ful- 
filment of  that  prophefy.  And  it  fimll  eome  to^fafs  - 


in  that  i^^  thai  ibf  great  trumpet  Jba^  be  hlcm^  and 

fbey  JhaU  tome  ^hicb  were  ready  to  ferijbin  tbe  land 

^AJJjria^  and  the  outcajis  in  the  land  rf  Egypt,  and 

JbaU  worjhip  tbe  Lard  in  the  bofy  mount  at  Jerujakm. 

Ifaiah  xxxi.  13.      And,  Blejfed  is  tbe  peopk  that 

know  the  joyful  found:  they  fhall  waSk,  0  Lord,  in 

tbe  light  of  thy  eountenanee.    In  thy  name  fhall  they 

rejoice  all  the  day ;  and  in  thy  rigbteo^fs  fiaU  thef 

he  exalted.    Pfaln\  Ixxxix.  15,  \S.     All  God*s  eleft 

arc  compared  to  angels :  For  in  the  re/krreStion  they 

neither  marry,  nor  are  ffmen  in  marriage,  hut  are  as 

tbe  tntgels  of  God  in  heaven.   Matt,  xxii,  30.    Thcfe 

are  the  meifengers  that  make  ufe  of  die  Mediator 

in  all  their  approaches  to  Qod ;  and  thefe  are  die 

angels  for  whom,  and  for  whofe  fake,  the  heavens 

are  opened ;  the  way  through  the  vail  of  Chrift's 

flefh  is  confecrated  for  us ;  and  thefe  afcend  and 

deicend  upon  the  Son  of  man;  nor  can  diey  afcenct 

any  other  way.   /  am  the  door:  by  me  if  my  man 

enter  in  he  fhall  befaved,  andfhailp  in  and  out  and 

fnd  pafture.    John  x.  9.     If  it  fhould  be  afked 

what  this  going  in  and  out  ntieans^   Paul  tella 

lis,  that  through  him  vje  both  hme  accefs  by  one 

Spirit  unto  the  Father.    £ph.  ii.  i8»    Our  Lord 

informs  us,  in  the  Lord's  prayer,  thaCf  God's  reli- 

dence  is  in  heaven ;  Our  Father,  fvbich  art  in  hea- 

tfen.    This  is  the  holy  habitadon  of  God ;  and 

Paul  fays,  that  through  the  Mediator  we  have  an 

accefs  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father;  and,  when 

indulged  with  this  fweet  accefs.  We  enter  is  and 

find  pafture ;  but,  when  this  fweet  «ccefs  is  defiled 

C  a  w> 


(    *o    ) 

I 

OS,  then  wc  go  out  again,  cryipg.  My  Uanne/s^  my 

kannefsi  wa  unto  mc!  until  we  are  permitted  to 

go  in  again.     And  the  weakeft  foul  in  the  houfe- 

hold  of  faith  is  up  to  this  going  in  and  out  \  it  is 

£3  conipicuous,  that  even  his  countenance  pro-* 

claims  it ;   for^  when  it  is  denied,  like  Jofeph*s 

fellow  prifoner^  he  looks  fadly ;  and  when  granted 

his  face  fhines  1  the  Lord  being  the  health  of  his 

countenance  and  his  God.    Pfalmxlii.  lu    And 

this  aicending   and  defcending  on   the   Son   of 

man  is  expreflive  of  the  glorious  raptures  of  the 

milid,  when  furnilhed  with  the  law  of  faith,  and 

influenced  with  the  quickening  Spirit  of  God  1  un-* 

der  which  fweet  operadbns  the  mind  is  much  in 

hearen,  meditating  on  heavenly  things ;  and  while 

the  mind  is  ftayed  on  thefc  it  is  fwcetly  enriched 

and  entertained,    T't?  be  fpiritually  minded  is  life  and 

pace.    And  it  is  faid  that  God  bath  raifed  us  up 

together^  and  made  us  Jit  together  in  heavenly  places  in 

Cbrift,   Eph.  ii.  6. 

a.  This  afcenUing  and  defcending  is  expreflive 
of  the  exercifc  of  grace  upon  God  the  Father^ 
through  the  Mediator;  for  faith  and  hope  both 
centre  in  God,  through  Chriil,  as  faith  the  apoftle 
Peter ;  pyho  by  him  do  believe  in  God  that  raifed  bim 
up  from  the  deady  and  gave  him  glory  ^  that  your  faith 
and  hope  mighty  be  in  God.  1  Peter  i.  ai*  Now^  if 
faith  and  hope  through  Chrift  are  both  in  God,  and 
if  our  affedlions  are  to  be  fet  above  on  the  right 
hand  of  God,  where  Chrift  fitteth,  this  afcending 
and  'defcending  refpefts  the  hcavenly-mindednefs 

of 


of  the  faints  when,  in  their  mod  rapturous  frames, 
and  in  their  mod:  devout  and  lively  aAs  of  devotion^ 
and  in  the  exercifcs  of  faith,  hope,  love,  and  joy 
they  approach  Ood.  And,  when  any  minifter  of 
the  ipirit  in  his  work  is  thus  afcending,  it  is  per- 
ceptible to  Ipiritual  worfhippers,  for  fuch  afcend  and 
dcfccndwith  hinri;  fo  t"hat  many*  in  the  prefent  day, 
as  well  as  Nathaniel  of  old,  fee  this.  Yea,,  there  are 
enemies  that  behold  this,  as  well  as  fpiritual  wor« 
ihippcrs ;  for  the  afcenfion  of  faints  to  heaven,  after 
dreadful  confli£ls  and  perfecutions,  (mentioned  in 
the  Revelation)  is  nothing  elfe  but  fouls  afcend* 
ing  to  God  upon  the  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit, 
which  quickens  the  poor  lifclefs  witneffes,  after 
dieir  long  lifelefs  flate  of  abfolute  iilence.  And^ 
ifter  three  days  and  an  half^  thejprit  of  life  from  Goi 
entered  into  them:  and  they  fiood  upon  their  feet ^  and 
^eat  fear  fell  upon  them  which  f aw  them.  And  thy 
heard  a  great  voice  from  heaven^  J^yi^^g  ^io  them^ 
Come  up  hither.  And  they  qfcended  up  to  heaven  in  a 
cloudy  and  their  enemies  beheld  them  (Rev«  xi,  1 1 , 1 2) ; 
if  fo^  much  more  their  friends. 
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III. 

THB    LOKB'S    book    OF   WARS,    AND    TH|5    "PAM 

OF  THB   LORD. 


mertfore  Uisjmd^  in  tlfe  ^ock  tf  thi  wars  if  fbe 
Lord,  what  be  did  in  ibe  Red  Se^,  andifl  A(  ^^h 
ofAnm.    N^mhers  ip^  14. 

• 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  vender  with  (bme  where 
Jude  got  the  prophefy  of  Enoch  from,  which  i^ 
mentioned  in  the  14th  yerfe  of  his  epifllej  and  I 
Jbavc  heard  of  fome  who  formerly  offered  a  l^ge 
fum  of  money  for  ttiat  book»  if  it  was  eictant,  and 
could  be  procured  i  and  that  a  gentleman  vnz&  im« 
pofed  upon  by  a  fpurious  compoQtion,  which  pailcci 
for  Enoch'is  prophefy.  1  have  read  alf2^  io  Mr. 
Bruce,  that  he  brought  a  book^t  qalled  EnocF»s 
Propbe^,  from  the  city  of  Gondar,  in  Atxyilinia. 
The  account  that  he  gives  of  it  is  as  follows: 
<  There  are  other  books  of  lefs  fize  and  conle* 
^quet^ce,  partictilarly  the  Organon  Denghd,  or, 

*  The  Virgin  Mary's  Muiical  Inftrument,  com- 
1  pofed  by  Abba  Qeorge  about  the  year  144O3 

*  much  valued  for  the  purity  of  Its  language, 
^  though  he  himfelf  was  an  Arminian.     The  laft 

*  of  this  Ethiopic  library  is  the  bool^  of  Enoch. 

€  yppn 
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^  Upon  hearing  this  book  firft  mentioned,  many* 
'•  literati  in  Europe  had  a  wonderful  dcfirc  to  fee  it,' 
thinking  that,  no  doubt,  many  fecrets  and  un- 
known hiftories  might  be  drawn  from  it.     Upon 
^'this,  fomc  impoftor,  getting  an  Ethiopic  book 
into  his  hands,  wrote  for  the  title,  ^be  Tropbefies;' 
cf  Enocb,  upon  the  front  page  of  it.     M.  Pierife 
no  fooner  heard  of  it  than  he  purchafed  it  of  the 
mipoftor  for  a  confidcrable  fum  of  money.  Being 
placed  afterwards  in  Cardinal  Mazarine's  library/ 
wherc  Mr.  Ludolf  had  accefs  to  it,  he  found  it 
was  but  a  Gnoftic  book  upon  myfteries  of  heaven 
and  earth,  but  which  mentioned  not  a  word  of 
Enoch   or    his    prophefy,    from    beginning   to' 
end;    and,  from  this  difappointment,  he   takes 
upon  him  to  deny  the  etiftcncc  of  any  fuch  book 
any  where  elfe.     This,  however,  is  a  miftake  / 
for,  as  a  public  return  for  the  many  obligations  I 
had  received  from  every  rank  of  that  moft  hu- 
mane, polite,  fcientific  nation,  and  more  cfpecially 
from  the  fovereign,  Louis  XV,    I  gave  to  hi* 
cabinet  a  part  of  every  thing  curious  I  had  col- 
le6ted  abroad,  which  was  received  with  that  de-* 
gree  of  conlideration  and  attention  that  cannot 
fail  to  determine  every  traveller  of  a  liberal  mind 
to  follow  my  example.    . 
*  Amongft  the  articles  I  configned  to  the  library 
at  J^ai^is,  was  a  very  beautiful  and  magnificent 
dopy  of  the  Propbefies  of  Enocb^  in  large  quarto; 
another  i%  amongft  the  books  of  fcripturc  which 
brought  home,  ftanding  immediately  before  thfe 
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«  book  of  Job^  whict^  is  it3  proper  place  in  the 

*  Abyflinian  canon  i  and  ^a  third  copy  I  have  pre- 

*  fented  to  (he  Bo41eian  (library  4c  Qj^ford,  by  the 
^' hands  of  Dr.  Douglas,  the  Bifliop  of  CarIifle,^ 
And,  concerning  the  paflage  in  Jude^^  he  fays  as 
follows :  ^  And^  indeed;^  the  qqotanon  is,  word  for 
^  wordj  the  fame  in  the  fecond  chapter  of  the  book/ 
Brucis  Travels^  folio.  Vol.  I.  p.  497-:-499.  I  will 
not  tell  my  reader  how*  much  my  ears  have  itched 
to  hear  the  contents  of  that  book. 

But,  as  for  the  book  in  my  text,  I  believe  it  ta 
be  no  odier  than  the  writings  of  Mofcs,  whiclx 
contain  feveral  wars  of  the  Lord^  and  efpeciall/ 
thefe  two  that  ane  mentioned.  : 

I.  What  he  did  in  the  Red  Sea. 

a.  What  he  did  in  the  brooks  of  Arnon:  bojtH 
of  which  are  recorded  in  the  writings  of  Mofcs^ 
If  it  be  objeded,  that  Mofcs  wrote  five  books,  an4 
the  book  in  the  text  is  but  one ;  it  (nay  be  an-^ 
fwered,  that  Moies  himfelf  called  all  his  writings 
a  book :  Tet  tiowj  if  ibcu  wilt  forgive  their  fin ;  and, 
if  not ^  blot  me^  I  pray  tbee,  out  of  thy  book  which  thou 
baft  written.  And  the  Lor df aid  unto  Mofes^  Whofo'^ 
ever  bath  finned  againft  me,  him  will  I  blot  out  of  wf 
book.  Exod.  xxxii.  Z'^yZZ*  The  mind  of  Mofes^ 
fecms  to  me  to  be  this :  What  I  have  written  ha$ 
been  by  thy  command,  and  under  the  influence  of 
thy  Spirit;  and  thou  haft  proclaimed  thy  name 
before  me,  and  I  have  written  thine  own  procla-* 
mation,  T^be  Lord  God,  gracious  and  merciful,  abun-^ 
dant  in  goodnefs  and  truth,  forgiving  iniquity,  and 
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irav/'grfffbn^  and  fit.  Aod  now»  if  thou  wile  not 
fpi^ive  the  fin  of  this  people,  blot  my  name  ouc» 
tfid  let  it  not  ftand  in  that  bQok,  nor  let  it  ever  be 
known  th^t  \  am  the  writer  pf  \t.  Which  ihews 
great  wifdom  in  Mofes,  s^nd  woi^derfuJ  condefcenv 
$on  in  thp  Almighty,  to  fufFer  a  poor  frail  worm 
tp  make  fo  free.  But  Mofes  reprefented  ;he  great 
lyfediators  and  a  pnediator  muft  draw  near  to  b«)th 
parties.  Apd»  whofoever  declares  qr  wages  war, 
the  Captain  of  our  ffilvation  is  the  Qod  of  arnriies ; 
he  muft^reih  the  forces^  nqipbers  the  |lain  to  the 
fwordj  and  gives  the  vidtory*  An4  I  Jaw  beavof^ 
cpen^d^  and  heboid^  a  wbiu  borfei  and  be  tbat  Jal 
upm  bim  was  called  faithfyl  and  irue,  and  in  rigbte^ 
(m/nefs  b^  dotb  judge  and  make  war.  ](^v,  xuc«  lu 
And  we  read,  in  the  book  of  Genefis,  of  the  wars 
of  the  confederate  kings,  who  fought  in  the  plains 
of  3pdoiT|,  wher^  the  fiyp  kings  were  overthrown^ 
and  all  the  cities  of  the  plain  plundered,  and  the 
people  led  into  captivity,  whom  Abrahanri  ^nd  his 
confederates  refcued.  But  the  wars  in  my  teitt 
fecm  chicBy  to  intend  the  in^rs  of  ^gypt.  God 
l)ad  fent  Jofeph  into  th^t  country,  who  had  made 
known  to  the  king  of  Egypt  God's  intention  of 
fending  feven  years  plenty,  and  of  the  feven  years 
famine  that  was  to  fucceed.  In  the  feven  years 
iamine  Jofeph  had  bought  up  all  the  lapd  of  Egypt 
(except  the  land  of  the  prieft^)  for  the  king.  The 
king,  being  in  poiTefnon  of  the  whole  country,  fends 
for  Jacob  and  all  his  family,  bidding  them  not  regard 
^cir  fiufi^  for  0ie  good  Qf  ^  the  land  qf  E^ypt  was 

theirs^ 
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Aeirs.  But  foihe  of  the  furtcciiftg  kingj  «wif 
heirs  of  the  land  of  figypt  knew  not  Jofeph,  though 
they  enjoyed  the  land  which  Joffeph  had  bought  up' 
ibr  the  crown.  One  of  thefe  heirs  of  the  crown 
and  country  pays  no  regard  to  the  promife  of  hii 
predeceflbrs,  but  turns  his  guefts  into  flaves.  This 
people  being  the  people  of  God,  Ood,  like  the 
king  and  fovereign  of  his  people,  fends  his  am- 
biifikdof  to  demand  his  fubjeds  from  thraldom^ 
This  his  juft  requeft  being  denied,  he  wages  war 
with  the  king  of  Egypt.  Hence  it  is  faid  that  God 
took  him  m  nation  from  the  midji  of  another  nation 
ty  temptations^  hfiff^^^  ^^^  h  bonders,  and  hy  war. 
Deut.  iv,  J4.  And  he  proceeded  as  great  generals 
often  do,  who  frequently  diftrefs  the  invaded  by 
cutting  off  Of  poifoning  their  waters ;  fo  God  turns 
t\\  iht  waters  of  the  river,  ponds,  and  brooks,  into 
blood,  fo  that  they  could  not  drink  thereof, 
Exod.  vii.  44. 

He  difitrefied  them  in  their  cattle  alio,  by  fend^ 
ing  a  grievous  murrain  among  them.  And  he 
brOiJght  fuch  inftrurtients  of  death  forth  from  his 
armoury  as  are  not  in  the  power  of  an  earthly 
|)rince  to  furnilh  out. 

Nor  Was  the  beginning  of  this  war  army  againft 
army,  but  rathci*  fingle  combat.  The  Lord  of 
hods  fought  the  field;  his  troops  were  making 
brick  in  Golhen,  He  fent  frogs,  lice,  pcftilence, 
liail^  and  fire,  into  the  land,  which  deflroyed  their 
Corn,  trees,  and  vines  i  then  he  fent  darknefs ;  and^ 
laft  of  allj  fmhcs  the  belr  apparent,  and  all  the' 
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firft«*born  of  the  land  >  aodj  faaving  humbled  them^ 
and  ipoilcd  them  of  their  trealucej  he  enriched  his 
own  fubjefts  with  the  fpoiL  He  led  his  armies  out 
with  an  high  hand>  and  with  the  full  confent  of  the 
truly  mortified  king  of  Egypt 

But  he,  repenting  of  his  fubmifiionj  and  of  dif 
eompulfive  terms  he  had  agreed  tO|  purfues  them 
with  all  his  ftrength^  Moles,  as  their  leader,  at 
the  head,  feeing  they  were  likely  to  be  furrounded^ 
calls  €0  his  Sovereign  for  aid«  He  i^  ordered  to 
divide  the  iea,  and  lead  the  armies  of  the  Lord 
^ito  it  j  and,  they  being  hid  as  in  an  ambufcade, 
their  enemies  purfue  \  but,  left  the  purfuers  (bould 
travel  too  faft  for  the  purfued,  the  wheels  of  tht 
war  chariots  drop  from  ;heir  axles,  and  this  trou- 
bles the  hoft,  and  impedes  their  march*  The 
grmies  of  God  gain  the  fliore,  when  the  returning 
waves,  like  Ibldiers  in  mnbuib,  fall  upon  their 
enemies  in  the  rear,  and  overwhelm  them.  This 
laifes  the  Lord's  honour,  and  ipre^ds  his  fame: 
And^  in  Vfry  i^ed^  for  this  cauje^  Jays  Godj  havi  / 
Tittfid  tbei  up^  io  foew  ng  power  in  tbie^  and  ibai 
py  name  may  be  declared  tbrcugbout  tbe  earth.  And, 
indeed,  it  is  upon  this  ftroke  that  Jethro  fo  much 
fKimires  him :  Now  I  know  that  tbe  Lord  is  greater 
than  aU  gods :  for,  in  the  thing  wherein  they  deals 
froudfy^  he  was  above  them.  Exod^xviii.  1 1.  And 
upon  this  alfo  the  Almighty  got  a  new  title ;  Th$ 
Lord  is  a  man  of  war:  tbe  Lord  is  his  najne.   Exod. 

XV.  J. 

^Qd  upoQ  this  vidorj  was  that  famous  fongj 

fompofcc^. 
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compofedj  which  will  be  fuiig  once  more  upon  the 
deftru&ion  of  another  Egypt,  and  upon  the  com- 
pktion  of  a  better  falvation :  Tby ,  right  band^  O 
L$rdy  is  hecem^  gh/rious  in  power  i  thy  right  bani^ 
O  Lord,  hath  dajhed  in  pieces  the  enemy.  Tbeu  Adjk 
ihw  with  thy  wind^  the  fea  covered  them ;  tbejt  Jimk 
ms  lead  in  the  mighty  waters.  Exodus  xv.  The 
manner  of  Ifrael's  obtaining  this  viftory  is  worthy 
of  our  obiervation.  Ifrael  wins  the  day  by  fear* 
^Si  ^n^i^^g)  ^d  running  away;  while  Pharaoh 
loies  the  battle,  his  own  life,  and  that  of  all  his 
army,  by  triumphing,  boafting,  and  purfuing. 
And  what  army,  except  the  Ifrael  of  God,  ever 
made  fuch  a  flaughcer  without  blood,  without  a 
iword,  and  got  fuch  a  viftory  without  a  blow  ? 
And  we  are  under  the  fame  captain,  commander, 
and  leader,  now.  Our  Lord,  (ingle-handed,  [wtth« 
out  any  to  help,  overcanr^e  Satan,  and  all  his  devih 
with  him;  He  overcame  the  world,  and  all  thft 
fcrpent's  feed  that  is  in  it.  He  overcame  death 
and  the  grave,  and  then  afcended  to  heaven  with 
a  fti6ut  i  the  Lord  with  the  Jound  of  a  trumpet ; 
and  led  captivity  captive ;  and  then  fends  his  Spirk 
upon  rebels,  telling  them  that  his  vidories  are 
placed  to  our  account:  Be  of  good  cheer  \  J  have 
overcome  the  world.  And  our  vidtory  in  every  fkir- 
milh  depends  upon  fearing  the  Lord,  crying  for 
help,  and  running  to  him  for  fupport,  fuccour, 
and  iafety.  And  he  that  confides  in  his  Lord's 
love  not  only  wins  the  fields  but  never  diminifbes 
«ught  of  his  ftrength  i  for  we  nre  more  than  conquerors 
7  through 
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though  bim  that  bath  kvtd  us.    So  much  for  the 
war  at  the  Red  Sea. 

Now  for  the  brooks  cfjimoni  where  we  hav£  an 

arcount  of  another  war  of  the  Lord,  and  of  another 

viftory  obtained.    Rife  up,  take  your  JQUnuy,  and 

pa/s  over  the  river  Amon :  Behold^  I  have  ffven  im^ 

thy  band  Sibon  the  Amorite,  king  ofHefihmi  and  bis 

land:  begin  to  fojjejs  it,  and  ctmtind  vntb  him  in  bat^ 

tli.    fbis  day  wiU  I  begin  to  put  the  dread  of  tbm 

and  the  fear  of  thee  upon  thenatims  that  are  under 

the  whole  heaven^  tobo  jball  bear  report  of  tbee^  and 

P>aU  trembUy  and  he  in  angmjb  becaufe  of  tbee,   Deuc 

ii.  24,  25..  The  wonder  that  appears  in  this  ac-* 

count  is,  that  the  Captaia  of  our  falvation  had 

given  into  their  hand  Sihon  before  they  had  (een 

him.    He  had  given  them  alifo  his  land  before  thejr 

entered  into  it,  and  the  victory  before  the  fword 

was  drawn*    The  next  wonder  is  the  quick  dif* 

patch  of  the   meffengers  of  dread  and  of  fear, 

which  were  to  reac4i  the  nations  that  were  under 

the  whole  heavens.     All  thefe  wete  to  hear  the 

report  of  Ifrael,  and  ihould  tremble  and  be.  in 

anguiih  becaufe  of  them*    And  I  do  not  think  this 

war  is  quite  ended  yet ;  for,  although  it  be  true 

that  the  earth  is  gk0en  into  the  hand  of  the  wicked: 

he  coveretb  the. faces  of  the  judges  thereof:  if  not, 

where,  and  who  is  he?  (Job  ix.  24);  yet  I  think 

that  God's  Ifrael  arc  ftill  fighting  to  gajn  the  pof- 

fefllon  that  God  has  given  them.     There  is  a  new 

earth  that  we  look  for,  according  to  his  promife» 

wherein  dwcllcth  righteoiflhefs,  or  righteous  perfons, 

or 
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or  perTons  po&ffing  righteoufnefs.  The  heirs  of 
promife  look  for  this,  Blejfed  an  tbe  mak^,  for  tbgy 
fiaU  inherit  thr  iarth.  This  promife  is  by  no  means 
fulfilkd  in  the  prefrnt  ftttc  of  things  i  for^  if  there 
he  any  of  the  meek  and  quiet  who  have  any 
vrorldly  poflfeiSoos,  none  fall  a  prey  to  the  litigious 
fd  mueh  aa  thefe.  But  there  is  another  earth: 
Behold,  (fays  God»)  lirea/e  ncv  heavens^  and  a  mw 
emrtb.  Bni  he  ymi  ghd  and  r^^i  for  ever  in  thai 
which  I  crente:  for,  hehold,  I  ereate  Jen^alem  a  re^ 
jmmg^  and  her  pofie  a  joy.  liatah  \xv.  17,  i8. 
Hence  we  read>  jn  John's  vifions,  of  the  new  Je« 
niialem  being  let  down  from  heaven  as  a  bride 
adorned  for  her  huA)and»  and  of  a  great  (hout  on 
the  occaiion,  &ying,  Tbe  tabemaele  of  God  is  with 
men^  and  be  wiil  dwell  ammg  them. 

Thb  Jerufalem  is  the  covenant  of  grace  (GaL- 
iv.  34)  \  and  all  the  eled  are  called  tbe  children  of 
tbe  cwenant  (A£ts  iii.  25),  being  fecured  within 
tbe  bonds  of  it.  Thefe  are  the  brkle,  the  Lamb's 
wife ;  for  there  can  be  no  lawful  wife  without  a 
marriage  covenant.  And,  as  tbe  new  heavens,  and 
tbe  new  ear  A,  which  I  will  make^Jhall  remain  before 
me,  fath  the  Lord,  fojhall  your  feed  and  yowr  nam 
renudn.    liaiah  Ixvi.  22. 

Jerufalem  is  created  to  be  a  rejoicings  and  her 
people  a  joy$  and  indeed  there  can  be  nothing 
elfe;  corruption  being  put  off,  and  incorruptioa 
put  on ;  vile  bodies  changed,  and  glorious  bodies 
faihioned ;  death  fwallowed  up,  and  immc^tal  life* 
hroi^ht  to  light*  A  fulnefs  of  love  within  fttrniflies' 

A  out 
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tout  an  evcrlafting  joy  to  the  daughters  of  this  Je- 
mfalem ;  and  Jerufalem  herfelf  is  to  be  a  rejoic* 
ing,  becaufe  endle(s  love,  joy,  and  gladnefs,  are 
promifed  in  this  covenant,  and  treafured  up  in  the 
covenant  head  and  huiband  of  the  church :  and  it 
will  be  the  hu(band*s  delight  to  fill  the  foul  of  his 
lAfc  with  it. 

The  monfter  that  reigned  in  this  country^  by 
the  river  Arnon;  was  Sihon ;  and  neither  he,  iv>r 
any  of  his  fubje£ts,  would  fufier  Ifrael  to  pals 
through  their  land,  though  on  foot;  no  bread 
would  they  fell  them  for  money,  nor  one  drop  of 
water,  though  Mofcs  offered  to  pay  for  them. 
And  Satan  and  his  feed  ferve  Ifrael  the  fame^way 
how. 

y&s/e,  (fays  God,)  anJpqfs  over  the  river  Am&n^ 
mid  cmtittd  with  them  in  battUe  And  this  is  war. 
And  fure  I  am  that  this  long  and  lafting  campaign 
is  not  finiflicd  yet.  The  world,  the  fklh,  anc^the 
devil,  are  dill  engaged.  And  there  is  a  kingdom' 
for  which  we  aHb  fuflfer ;  and  one  branch  of  that 
kingdom  is  the  thoufand  years'  reign  in  the  new 
earth ;  and  we  muft  pafs  through  this  prefent  world 
to  it,  and  fight  our  way,  in  order  to  gain  and 
poflefs  it. 

Sihon,  and  all  his  princes,  and  .all  his  people, 
#ere  delivered  into  the  hand  of  Ifrael  to  be  (lain. 
Satan  and  all  his  principalities  are  to  be  bruifed 
under  our  feet  (hortly;  and  power  is  given  us  to 
t^cad  on  ferpents  and  fcorpions,  and  over  all  the 
^wer  of  the  enemy  i  and  in  this  confli&  thcrs 
I        • '  will 
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IviH  not  be  the  lofs  of  one  fingle  foldier^  fir  9Mimg 
{fays  Chrift)  ^all  by  any  means  buriyou.  Yea»  t^r 
fiatt  judge  an^elsy  fays  Paul ;  and  deftru£fcion  fhall 
iucceed  the  judgment  pafled.  But  the  gofpel  of 
ChrUt^  and  the  preachers  of  it,  and  the  real  pro- 
fefibrs  of  it>  and  the  very  profeflion  that  they  make^ 

• 

aU,  allj  are  a  favour  of  death  unto  death,  both  to 
Sihon   and   to  the  Amorites.     But  it  ihall  be 

« 

preached  and  profefled  in  all  the  world  for  a  wit« 
nefs  I  a  witnefs  in  behalf  of  fome>  and  a  witneia 
jgainft  others.  And  Mofes  and  his  forces  utterly 
deftroyed  the  whole  country,  king  and  people,  wo<« 
men  and  children ;  they  lefc  none  alive. 

But,  for  the  prefent,  we  mufl:  do  under  our 
Mediator  as  Ifrael  did  under  Mofes.  And  IJetU 
mejfengers  out  of  the  wUderne/s  ofKedemotb^  unto  Sibm 
king  of  Eejhbon^  with  words  of  feace^  faying^  Let  me 
pq/s  through  thy  land:  I  will  go  along  by  the  bigb^ 
way^  Thou  Jbalt  Jell  me  meat  for  momyy  that  I  mjf 
iat ;  and  give  me  water  for  monsy^  that  I  may  drink: 
only  I  will  p  aft  through  on  my  feet.  But  Sihon  king  ff 
Hejbban  would  not  let  us  pafs  by  him :  for  the  Lord 
thy  God  hardened  biijpiritt  and  made  his  heart  obfti^ 
nate^  that  he  might  deliver  him  into  thy  band^  as  ap^ 
pear^  this  day.  Deut.  iu  26,  27,  28,  30.  Am-- 
b^fladors  of  peace,  and  fons  of  peace,  mud  ftiU 
fend  and  found  out  mefTages  of  peace :  and  it  i» 
ftUl  feen  that  words  of  peace  are  rejeded.  God 
hardens  the  fpirit,  and  makes  the  hearts  of  thou* 
fands  obftinate,  even  when  words  of  peace  arc 
fouoding  in  their  cars.    Behold^  ye  de/pi/erSf  and 
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Mdperijh :  far  I  work  a  work  in  your  d^s^ 
m  wcrk  that  you  fiiott  in  no  wfe  Mieve,  tbongb  s  man 
4$dare  if.  To  fuch  we  are  a  favour  of  death  iint0 
death.  The  Lofd  flay^  thefe  with  the  word  of  his 
mouth.  And,  when  all  diefe  defpifera  are  ibiii^ 
and  the  fword  of  the  Spirit  returns  to  its  fcabbardi 
a  Umi^rfal  dread  and  fear  wilt  go  through  tht 
world ;  for  eveh  the  in6ft  daring  defpffen  of  tht 
witocfles  WfU  dread  the  witnefifes  thef  have  de^ 
ipilcd;  for  they  will  fee  diele  enter  the  marriage* 
ehamber,  and  themfelres  ihut  out«  And  I  believe 
diis  wedding-chamber  (in  which  ovr  Loid  will 
prefent  his  church  to  himlelf  ^  a  glorious  churchy 
havkig  neither  fpot  nor  wrinkle)  wfll  be  this  hew 
earth  promifed  to  us«  in  which  the  giroona  ami  hia 
hride  will  enjof  each  other  a  thobiand  yeafs^ 
ThciH  then  fhall  be  brought  to  pafs  thefe  fayiags 
ihac  are  written :  non  fiM  Jirufdem  bo  bofyr  and' 
Aero  jbaU  no  granger  pafs  throng  ber  airy  nwr§» 
Joel  iti;  zj.  And  in  tbat  day  tberofiall  be  no  more 
Ibe  Xlanamdie  in  tbe  beufe  if  ibe  Lord  ef  bofts:^ 
Zech^xtr.  »• 

But  befoi«  aO  this  takes  place  the  wonders 
wrought  ki  tlw  Red  Sea  wili  be  re*aAed  in  a  future 
period*  .The  14th  chs^er  of  the  Revelack>n>  de« 
ficrihfii  the  deftrufiion  of  Myftery  Sabyloiiy  and 
dke  ViAory  of  the  Lamb  o(?er  her  is  exprefled  by  n 
wine-pfefs  of  bhKxl^  and  h<f  dreadful  end  by  $he 
Jmdca  of  boF  iermenie  a/tending  fer  ever  amf  eut^. 
Btfv^xiv.  1 1»  ao.  Upon  the  deflrudion  of  Fharaob 
atd»E9d'SGa.the£;)jie^o£KlQicsW»iuigr    Thri 
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iiibjeft  matter  of  the  fong  was  God*$  poweSr  Urti 
glory,  thtir  own  deliverance^  and  the  deftru£tioii 
of  their  enemies.  All  this  is  yet  to  be  fung  again 
in  truth,  as  the  former  was  in  type.  jhJ  Ifaw  as 
iifoerea/ea  of  glafs^  nrnglid  with  firei  and  them 
that  bad  gotten  the  viScrj  over  the  beaft^  and  over  bis 
mage^  and  over  bis  mark,  and  over  the  number  of  bis 
name,  fiand  on  the  fea  of  glafs,  booing  tbe-  harps  of 
God.  Aad  thejjing  the  fong  of  Mofes,  thefervani  of 
Cod^  and  tbe  fong  of  the  Lamb.  Rev.  xv«  a j  3. 
Thefe  are  fome  of  the  contents  of  the  book  of  the 
wars  of  the  Lord,  and  of  what  he  did  in  the  Red 
Sea. 

And^  if  I  am  not  much  miftaken,  there  will  be 
a  repetition  of  the  wonders  performed  at  the  brooks 
of  Amon ;  for  the  next  country  which  Ifrael  took 
in  the  iame  war  was  all  tbe  regions  ofArgob.  Deut. 
Ui.  4k  And  thefe  two  kii^doms  bear  tbe  nanoet 
of  Gilead  and  Bafhan :  j{nd  we  took  at  that  /ime  oat 
of  the  band  of  tbe  two  kings  of  tbe  Amorites  tbe  land 
that  was  on  this  fide  Jordan,  from  tbe  river  ofAman 
unto  Mount  Herman :  all  tbe  cities  of  tbe  plain,  and 
all, Gilead,  and  all  Bafian.  Deut.  iii.  8— lO.  There 
is  a  fingular  prophefy  to  the  inhabitants  of  Gilead 
and  Balhan:  Feed  thy  people  with  thy  rod,  the  fiotk 
^  thine  heritage,  whieb  dwell Jbtitary  in  the  wood,  im 
tbe  midfi  ofCarmel:  let  them  feed  in  Bafintn  and  Gi^ 
lead,  as  in  tbe  days  if  old.  Micah  vii.  14.  For,  aa 
the  new  earth  is  to  be  given  to  the  faints,  who  can 
icU  but  that  part  conquered  by  Ifrael  will  be 
the  chief  paradife^  and  Chcift  receive  the  liq^heft 
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Italics  where  he  fufFered  the  greateft  (hame  ? «  Th# 
prophet's  requeft  is»  that  the  chief  Shepherd,  with 
his  crook  and  fceptre,  would  feed  the  flock  of  his 
herics^  ia  Gilead  and  Ba(han  as  in  the  days  of  q^ 
when  he  gave  Ifrael  all  that  country,  and  the  trea* 
fUres  of  it.  And  true  it  is,  that  the  Lamb  in  the 
midft  of  the  throne  will  feed  themj  and  lead  them 
to  living  fountains  of  water ;  and  when  we  are  thus 
fed  we  (hall  be  perfed  in  knowledge,  and  able  to 
comprehend  the  contents  of  this  book  of  the  wars 
of  the  Lord  i  and  what  he  did  in  the  Red  Sea,  and 
m  the  brooks  of  Arnon.  Until-  then,  the  good 
Lord  the  Spirit  direfb  our  hearts  into  the  love  of 
'God,  and  into  a  patient  waiting  for  Chrift 
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THI   IMIUlltTiiMCE   Of   THIS  W|$ij    4ND.TH4 
P&OMOTiOli  OR   EOOL8. 


T'i^/  fc^  fiall  inberit  glory:  hut  Jbam  Jball  he  ibe 
prtmotian  offiols.    Frov.  iii.  jjj^. 


There  is  no  greater  folly  thaa  to  put  away  tBc 
evil  day,  and  caufe  the  feat  of  violence  to  come 
near.  The  beginning  of  wifdom  with  us  is  when 
God  brings  our  (ins  and  his  lawj  death  and  judg- 
ment^  home  to  our  mind  and  confcience,  and  lets 
them  all  before  our  eyes.  O  tbat  tbty  were  xvife^ 
tbat  tbey  underftood  tbis,  tbat  tbey  would  cotter 
tbeir  latter  end!  Deut.  xxxii.  29.  Thefe  thbgs 
brought  home»  and  deeply  imprefled  on  the ,  ibul, 
are  attended  with  great  conftemation  and  fear  $  and 
although  this  fear  is  coupled  with  much  bondage 
and  flavery,  yet  it  is  attended  with  a  deiperate  war 
againft  fin,  and  with  a  departing  from  it,  and  fix>m 
all  our  companions  in  it.  Tbefear  of  ibe  Lord^  tbat 
is  wifdom,  tmd  to  'depart  from  evil  is  underfiandmg. 
Job  xxviil  a8.  And  to  this  agrees  the  wife  man ; 
A  wife  manfearetb,  and  departetbfrom  evil;  but  tbe 
fool  ragab^  md  is  coi^idcntt    Prov,  xiv,  16. 
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The  next  ftcp  tliat  the  wife  man  takes  is  W 
fearch  the  fcriptures^  to  fee  if  there  be  any^  grotind 
rf  reltcf,  ihflruflion,  encouragement,  or  hope  j 
which  he  moft  earneftly  defires  becatiie  he  is 
deeply  fenfible  of  his  need  of  thefe.  ^Ihvugb  itfin 
n  man  having  Jeparated  himfelf^  Jeeketb  and  inter^ 
meddletb  with  att  tvifdom.  Pro  v.  xviii.  i.  And  as 
furc  as  the  word  of  God  becomes  his  ftudy,  fo  Ibrft 
Will  the  faints  of  God  become  his  chofen  and  moft 
fevDisrite  company.  Hr  that  walketB  with  wifi  mn 
fiall  ii  Wife:  but  the  tomf  anion  vf  fools  jbaii  h  de^ 
Jlroyed.  Pror.  xiii.  ao.  All  Conviftions  that  cotat 
from  God  by  the  Spirit  will  be  complied  with  and 
yielded  to  by  the  convided  (inner;  he  will  and 
fhuft  comfe  to  the  light  of  truth,  that  his  deedi 
may  be  made  manifett  that  they  are  Wought  id 
Ood*i  power,  and  under  God*s  influence.  The 
word  Is  a  light  to  9ur  feet,  and  a  lamp  to  our  path ; 
and  the  fcriptures  are  able  to  make  us  wife  unto 
fatvation,  through  faith  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus. 
iTim.  iii.  15.  All  foul  trouble  which  does  not 
drive  us  to  the  light,  to  the  word  of  God>  to  the 
miniffry  of  it,  to  the  fervants  and  faints  of  God, 
are  fore  to  leave  us  where  they  find  us— both  fools 
and  blind.  Lo,  tbey  bave  rejeSed  tbe  word  of  tbe 
tffrd^  and  what  mfdom  h  in  tbm  ?  Jer.  viii.  9. 
fty  the  word  of  God  preached,  read,  or  meditated 
cn^  is  wifdom  conveyed  to  the  foul;  hence  the 
word  is  catted  tbi  word  of  wifdom  (i  Cor.  xii.  8) ; 
and  that  part  of  it  which  is  called  the  gofpel,  is 
f^  vAfdom  ofGpd  in  a  myjtery.  t  Coj.  ii.  7,    When 
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the  Spirit  of  God  opens  up,  and  applies  the  pn>» 
mifes  with  power»  the  hungry  foul  reliflies  thenr, 
feeds  and  feafts  fwectly  upon  them ;  no  honey  to 
the  mouth  fo  fweec  as  the  words  of  life  to  the  ibul« 
Tby  words  were  founds  and  I  did  eat  them ;  and  tby 
word  was  unto  me  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  mine  beartm 
Jen  XV.  1 6*  My  fony  eat  thou  honey ^  hecaufe  it  is 
goodi  and  the  honeyeomb^  which  is  Jweet  to  thy  ti^e  : 
Jo  jhaU  the  knowledge  of  wijdom  be  unto  tby  foul :  when 
thou  bafi  found  it,  then  there  JhaU  he  a  reward,  and 
thy  expeSation  JhaU  not  be  cut  off.  Prov.  xxiv.  1 3>  14, 
The  entrance  of  the  word  of  Wifdom  gives  hope, 
it  refpefts  the  future  and  great  rewards  and  the 
cxpedation  founded  on  hope  is  not  to  be  cut  off" 
from  the  reward  promiled.  And  it  is  an  ezpe^ 
rience  of  comfort  by  the  word  that  brings  hope : 
experience  worketh  hope,  but  not  the  experience 
of  bondage,  fear,  and  wrath  ;  theie  work  defpain 
It  is  the  entrance  of  comfort  that  brings  hope. 
For  whatfoever  things  were  written  aforetimtf,  wer^ 
written  for  our  learning,  that  we  through  fatience  audi 
contort  of  the  Jcriptures  might  have  hope,  Rom*  xv,  4. 
The  next  mod  noble  branch  of  fpiritual  wifdom 
lies  in  taking  the  gofpel  lamp  in  the  hand  of  faith^ 
and  oil  in  the  veflel  to  feed  the  flame.  The  foolilh 
virgins  which  took  their  lamps  took  no  oil  with 
them.  The  beft  account  of  the  faints*  lamp  is  as 
follows :  For  Zion'sfake  I  will  not  hoUpryfeace^  and, 
for  Jerusalem' s  fake  I  wiU  not  reft,  until  the  righteouj^ 
nefs  thereof  go  forth  as  brightnejs,  and  the  JahuOien 
thereof  as  a  lamp  that  biemeth.  Ilaiah  Ixii,  i«    Zioi^ 


(    39    ) 

and  Jerufalem  here  afe  the  ekft  of  God»  and 
(be  covenant  of  grace  which  God  has  made  with 
Chrift  in  their  behalf.    Read  Heb.  xii.  a2>  23. 

There  are  two  things  in  this  text  that  go  forth 
hand  in  hand ;  and  they  always  cqme  to  the  heart 
of  poor  fmners  together :  the  one  is  righteoufnefs ; 
die  other  is  falvation.  A  divine  radiance  attends 
the  one,  and  a  flaming  fire  attends  the  other. 
Righteoufnels  goes  forth  as  brightnefs,  and  falva*. 
tion,  as  a  lamp  that  burneth.  This^  this  is  the  wife 
virgins*  lamp.     But,  then,  what  is  falvation  ? 

It  is  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  the  knowledge 
of  its  sts  it  is  wrkten,  To  ghe  the  knowledge  of  fal- 
vation unto  his  poipUy  hy  remiffion  of  their  fins^ 
through  the  tender  mercy  of  our  Gody  vohereby  the 
day^ffring  from  on  high  hath  viftted  us,  to  give  light 
to  them  that  ^t  in  darkne/s,  and  in  thefiadow  of  deaths 
to  guide  our  feet  into  the  way  of  peace.  Luke  i.  77 — 79. 
The  fire  that  attends  this  faivation  is  the  love  of 
God  (bed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft ; 
for  the  fulled  difcovery  and  fweetcft  enjoyment  of 
divine  love  are  made  known  to  the  foul  at  the  dme 
of  pardon  and  forgivenefs;  and  this  overflowing  of 
divine  love  in  us  inflames  the  whole  foul  .witi>  )ove 
to  God  again  c  or,  to  fpeak  more  evangelically^ 
the  Holy  Spirit  filling  us  with  God*s  love  through 
Chrift,  his  love  is  refledled  back  again,  attended 
with  the  renewed  afTcAions  of  the  pardoned  finner. 
Hehce  it  is  faid.  Where  much  is  forgiven^  the  fame 
oveth  muchi  and  where  little  is  forgiven,  the  fame 
joveth  kttU.  Luke  vii.  47.    Sin  is  removed  by  faitl^ 
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in  a.  SjLviour's.  blood.  This  heak  the  confcleneey 
and  brioga  health,  and  cure;  while  love  bind^  up 
the  broIgcQ  beart»  and  filk  it.  with  joy  and. peace. 
This  is  falvatton,  and  the  burning  flame  that  zu 
lends  it;  and  juftification  always  goes  with  it;  for 
the  fanoe  faith  diat  purifies  the  heart  puts  on 
the  wedding-garment;  the  fatted  calf  and  the 
beft  robe  are  brought  forth  together.  Luke  zv. 
ta,  2j.  Tl)e  prophet. afcribes  fire  to  falvation« 
and  brightncfs  to.  rightcoufiiefs ;  and  no  wonder  s 
for  when  God  accepts  us  iq  his  Son  as  clean^ 
and  in  his  righteouCiefs  as  juftj  he  reveals  his  dear 
Son  in  us,  with  all  bis  faving  benefits,  and  with  aU 
bis  fulnefs :  and  this,  is  called  the  fun  of  righte* 
oulheis  rifiog  upon  us.  with  healing  in  his  beams, 
ajttended  with  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Pardon 
rerrovcs  fin^  and  hghteoufnefs  removes  the  curfeji 
and  all  condemnation.  In  this  work  we  arc  bap-» 
tized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  with  the  fire ;  with 
God  the  Father's  love»  through  Chrift ;  for  this  is 
&ed  abroad  in  our  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Rom, 
V.  5.  Hence  the  Holy  Spirit  is  called  ibs  Spirit  rf 
turning.  I  faiah  iv.  4.  The  word  of  life»  in  the 
love  of  it,  is  a  live  coal  from  the  altar.  Ifaiah  vi  6. 
And  joy  in  the  heart .  is  the  fiame  that  biases  forth 
fi-om  this  lamp,  and  is  exprefsly  called  light :  Tb$ 
Ugh$  of  the  righteous  rejoicetb  tuben  tbe  laafi  <f  iha 
wicked  is  put  out.  Pro  v.  xrii.  9.  This  lamp  of  fa)^ 
vation  will  afiford  a  blase  of  joy>  when  aU  joy 
yaifed  by  moving  the  |)a0k>ns  M^itt  be  put  out; 
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a-  coafcioufiiels  of  fin,  and  the  apefiadoit '  of 
wrath,  are  fure  to  extinguUh  it.     The  ground  and 
foundation  of  this  joy  in  my  text  is,  iirll;,  the  for« 
givenefs  of  (ins.    Andjuch  worjbiffers^  Mce  furgid, 
Jball  have  no  more  confciemt  rf  fins.    Heb.x.  2. 
Thus  ffroil  Jball  bt  Javed  in  the  L^d  wiib  4H  ^wr* 
lafimgjalvation^  Ifaiah  xlv*  17.    The  believer  puts 
on  an  tverU^ing  rigbtiw/nrfs*    Dan;  vl  94*     Thi^ 
iays  the  prophet,  goes  fordi  as  brightneis,  as  being 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God»  and  in  which  the  rigbiious 
fkdl  Jbine  forth  us  the  Jm  in  tbs  kingdsm  of  that 
Faibcr.    Matt.  xiii.  43.    And  both  the  atoncnoeoC 
and  the  bed  rpbe  arc  brought  nigh,  and  applied 
by  the  holy  Spirit  of  God ;  for  we  arejuftijiid  in  tbi 
name  of  the  Lord  Jejus^  and  by  the  Sfirit  ef  out  G^iL 
I  Cor.  vi.  1 1«    Which  nu^ft  holy  and  blefled  Spirk 
is  a  comforter  that  abides  with  U4  for  ever.    Thua 
falvation  is  attended  with  the  fire  of  love^  and 
rigbteoiifners  with  (he  brigbteft  flames  of  heavenly 
joys  as  it  is  written,  1  mil  greatly  rejoiee  i»'  tba 
^Lordt  9ty  foul  fiall  be  joyfttl  in  nty  God\  for  be  bath 
slothed  me  wtb  the  garments  of  falvation^  be  batb 
fOiffred  me  with  the  r$be  of  righteoufnefs  ^  as  a  bride 
adontetb  ber/ef  with  her  jewels.     Ifaiah  Ixi;  to. 
Here  }S  the  wife  virgin,  made  wife  to  ialvation^ 
going  forth  to  meet  her  gieat  Redeemer,  who 
hath  waQied  her  from  her  fins  irt  his  own  blood« 
She  is  going  to  meet  her  dearly  beloved  with  hb 
love  fbed  abroad  in  tier  hearts     She  fets  out  in  Ikt 
wedding  robe  to  meet  her  bridegroom^  ike  goes 
f^  si^et  ber  head  of  iifflueicej  uad^r  the  influence 
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of  bis  Spirit;  and  flie  rejoices  in  hope  of  an  endle6 
enjoyment  of  her  own  hu/band.  Nor  is  flie  in  any 
danger  of  her  lamp  going  out;  for  fhe  has  th« 
promife  ofreiurning  to  Zion  withjongs^'ondeverlajl* 
iffgjcy  upon  her  bead,  Ifaiah  H.  1 1.  And  fo  far  is 
file  from  being  (hut  out  of  the  marriage-chamber, 
that  it  is  with  gladnefs  and  refoicing  fie  fiail  be 
inugbt^  andfiall  enter  into  the  kings  palace.  Pfalm 
iIt.  1 5*     So  much  for  the  wifdom  of  the  wife. 

Now  for  the  glory — the  wife  (hall  inherit  glory. 
ThoT  is  a  glory  already  put  upon  the  wife,  and  it 
begins  with  the  firft  entrance  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
into  the  heart.  Under  his  firft  operations  the  poor 
finner  begins  to  feparate  himfelf  from  the  world. 
This  brings  the  odium  of  the  world  upon  him :  If 
ji  he  reproached  for  the  name  of  Cbrif,  happy  are  ye  ; 
/or  the  Spirit  of  ghry  and  of  God  reftttb  upon  you. 
I  Peter  iv,  14. 

a.  The  light  of  God^s  countenance,  in  which 
eor  fecret  fins  appear  (Pialm  xcviii.);  the  light 
mbicb  makes  manifeft  all  things  that  are  reproved 
(Eph.  ▼•  13),  and  which  fiines  upon  the  fare  word 
efpropbeff  till  the  day^davm^  and  day^ar  arife  in  the^ 
heart  (2  Peter  i.  19);  even  this  i^  no  lefs  than* 
glory  $  yea,  and  the  glory  of  God  too.  Arife^flnm^ 
for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  r^ea 
upem  thee.  For,  behold,  the  darknefs  fidtt  cover  the 
garth,  and  grofs  darknefs  the  people :  hut  the  Lord 
fiaSarifi  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  fiaU  he  feen  upon 
rine.    Ifaiah  Ix.  i,  2. 

J.  There  is  a  wonderful  difplay  of  divine  ^lory 

in 
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in  the'  dtntion;  amd  formation  of  the  new  tnatb 
God  ihining  upon  the  foul,  and  giving  us  a  difco^ 
very  of  his  own  glory  in  the  face  of  Chrift,  refle£fct 
the  image  of  God  upon  us;  and  under  this  glorious 
riling  and  (hining  is  the  new  man  formed,  and  the 
divine  image  imprinted  on  the  fouL  But  wi  aU^ 
noiib  cp^facey  biboUing  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  iki 
Jjoriy  are  changed  into  the  fame  imagu^  from  glory  i9 
glory ^  iven  as  by  the  Spirit  pf  tke  L»rd.  z  Cor.  iii.  x8. 
The  love  that  fills  (he  jbul  at  this  tinie^  and  the 
unutterable  joy  that  fprings  from  love,  hasj  accord* 
ing  to  Peter,  a  fulnefs  of  glory  in  it.  If^im  havif^ 
notjeaty  yo  love;  in  wbom^  tbougb  now  ye  fee  bim  not^ 
yet  betievingy  ye  rejoice  mtb  joy  un^eakable  and  fult 
ofghry^  I  Peter  i.  t.  Glory^  as  mentioned  in  the 
fcriptures  in  the  gepenU,  means  lights  /  tould  not 
fee  (fa]rs  Papl)/0r  tbf  gf/ory  oftbat  light i  and  again, 
The  LoTfi  JbaU  be  wfto  tb^e  an  overlaying  light,  and 
thy  God  thy  ghry  |  and  again*  Arife,  fiino^  for  thy 
Ugbt  is  eome,  and  tke  glory  ofGodis  rifen  npontbe^. 

The  word  kgbt  iq  fcripture  fignifiet  various 
things, 

\.  It  fignifies  the  light  of  faith.  By  faith 
^ofes  (^w  him  that  is  invifibie.  The  patriarchs 
faw  the  promifes  afar  oQ^j  and  were  perfuaded  of 
them,  aqd  embraced  thenu  And  again.  He  thai, 
beUeveth  on  me  Jbad  not  abide  in  darhujs,  but  fiaU 
have  the  light  of  life. 

2.  Sometimes  it  means  love.  He  thai  bateth  b^, 
kr9tbir%  is  in  darknefs,  and  walketb  in  darknefs  |  kif 
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it  thai  koah  bis  tr^fbef  4kdeth  in  ibi  l^bt,  aUd 
fbiri  is  mne  otxa/hn  tf  ftamUing  in  bim. 

3*  It  fignifies  enlightening  the  underftanding  t6 
difcern  fpiritual  things.  Call  to  remembrofUe  tbefbr^ 
met  daysi  inwbicby  a/her  ^e  were  iUsmhtated^  ^e  en^ 
dated  a  great  fight  (f  affiiSims.  Heb-  x.  3  2.  Again, 
Vbe  tyes  of  yoter  underftanding  being  enUgbtened^  tbat 
ye  may  know  wt^t  is  tbe  bope  of  bis  caUingy  and  wbat 
tbe  riches  of  tbe  ghry  of  bis  inheritance  in  tbe  faints. 
Eph.  i,  1%. 

4«  It  fignifies  joy  and  gladnefi  of  heart.  Ug^ 
hf own  for  tbe  righteous  y  and  gladnefsfor  tbe  uprigbi 
in  heart.  Again,  Tbe  light  of  tbe  righteous  rejoicetb^ 
^fffben  tbe  lamp  of  tbe  wicked  Jball  he  put  out. 

5*  Wonderful  deliverances,  and  profperitjr  upon 
vty  are  called  light.  When  Haman  was  caught  in 
his  own  trap,  and.God  turned  his  violent  dealings 
Iip6n^  his  own  pate,  it  is  faid  that  tbe  Jews  bad 
lights  and  gladntfSy  and  joy,  and  honour.  Efthef 
Tfii.'  i6.  So  much  for  th?  wife  man's  begun  glory^ 
eren  in  this  life.  We  read  alfo  of  a  glory  that  is 
to  be  put  upon  the  bodies  of  the  faint^  at  th^  re« 
fbrr^dion  of  the  dead ;  that  Chrift  ftali  cl^ange 
our  vile  bodies,  and  Ihall  fafliion  them  like  untq 
his  own  glorious  body.  We  read  alio  of  a  crowq 
of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away.  And  I  believe  f 
maj^  m- » few  words,  fct  forth  both  the  glory  of 
Chrift,  and  the  glory  of  the  laints.  Tht  glory  of 
Chrift  is  his  chtmch-:  Thote  Jbalt  a^b  hd  crown  of 
j^bfty  in  fht  band  of  the  Lord^  ttttd  cs  ftjcd  diadems  bi 
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die  faiaca  ft^llovs:  1^  tUa  d^  fi^  tht  L^d  ^ 
hifii  he  fw  a  nrwm  rf  ^flry^  and  fir  4  diadm  ^ 
kion^^  ¥nHh  ski  rtf^dm  of  his  fnpk.  l&iab  uviu.  $. 
Thifli  it  the  gkxy  of  thd  wifc^  and  the  wUe  toMk% 
crown  of  gloryi  29A  be  that  can  find  cut  God 
(into  pcfffe£^ioa»  he  maf  defcribe  k;  aa  iior 
fne»  I  cai¥iM<  Btit  thsia  much  I  may  fiijr>  Aat 
whatew  ID  the  word  of  God  i^  called  a  crowoi 
W^j^  b  the  bigheft  kfA^  be  leferced  to  Cbrift 
Jefi^  For  iaftance^  Th0  howy  head  is  a  crozmt  ^ 
^fifrfs  if  i^  bif^md  ia  the:  way^  of  righteoitfwfi.  Pror. 
]Vvi.  ji.  Chrift  is  the  ancieitf  of  de^s^  andtba  bait 
if  bis  bead  Slut  fmrt  uwiji  Dzmtiviu^.  Tbtpnt^ 
dfini  are  a^omned  mth  knowledge.  Pror.  xiv«  iSi 
Cbrift  ia  wade  of  God  woto  ua  wifiiam  f  and  oa 
know  God^  and  Jefus  Chrifl:  y^hMti  be  hath  jent^ 
i^  life  Uim»k  We  read  of  a  croum  ef  righteoi^efs 
hid  op  for  aU  that  iovr  his  afpearing.  2  Tbn.  ir«  fc 
Jehovah-taidkenUp  Chr0  is  tht  Lord  oar  rigb^otjf^ 
lUfs.  Jer.  xxHi.  6^  the  snmn  ef  tht  xmfe  is  tiiei^ 
tSshes.  Prov..  xiv.  04.  The  Lord  ia  the  poitioii. 
of  our  $^s.  We  read  of  being  crowned  wisb 
leftnng-bfndne/s  and  temkr  mercies*  Piahn  ctit.  4* 
^Mft  tt  loire»  he  is  kindnefi>  and  aU  the  fare 
m^cies  of  David  are  in  him*  Theie^  ia  f«ch  a 
thing  as  the  erown  of  I^.  Jaofies  i*  la.  ChriSt  ia 
oOr  life ;  and  xvben  Cbrifi^  wbois.our  Sfe^  JbaBr of^ 
fear,  then  Jbatt  ye  ayb  appear  mtb  bim  h  jfiryc 
Ag^in :  ^nd  ^hea  the  chief  Shepherd  fbaH  appedri  ye 
fbM  rscvoe  a  6rawn- of  ^ory  that  fadit^  net  mmwfk 
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t  Peter  v.  4*  But  this  text  that  follows  tncludcft 
md  contains  the  fubftance  of  all  the  above :  In  Aat 
4ayJbaU  the  LcrJ  of  hefts  he  fir  a  crown  ofgkryi  and 
firu  diaJem  of  beauty^  unto  the  refidue  ofhUpeopk^ 
Ifiuah  xxyiii»  5.  This  is  our  cap  of  ftate,  our  joy, 
the  crown  of  our  rejoicing,  the  glory  of  our  head> 
and  our  eternal  honour,  dignityi  and  majefty. 

I  come  now  to  defcribe  the  word  creatures  in  aU 
d)is  worlds  except  the  devils ;  and  thefe  are^  chat 
fort  of  fools  which  are  mentioned  and  meant  in  my 
text :  for  there  are  feveral  forts  of  fools  defcribed 
in  the  word  of  God  i  but  that  fort  in  my  text  is 
not  an  underftrapper ;  he  is  not  one  of  the  loweft^ 
nor  one  of  the  fecond  clafs>  but  of  the  higheft  rank^ 
being  exalted  above  every  other  denomination  or 
ipecies  of  fools;  for  fo  lays  my  text.  Shame  fiaU  he 
tbt  promoOm  of  fools. 

I.  There  is  a  fort  of  fools  that  are  mere 
'  ffluckwormsj  who  are  fo  blinded  and  buried  in 
the  earth  as  never  to  fpcnd  one  thought  either  upon 
God  or  confcience.  And  hefpake  a  parable  unto  them^ 
faying^  The  ground  of  a  certain  rich  man  brought  forth 
plentifully.  And  he  thought  within  himfelf^  f^^fittg^ 
WbAtft^all  Ido^  becaufe  I  bofoe  no  room  where  to  be- 
ftow  myfruitst  Andhe  faid^  This  willldoi  IwiM 
pull  down  ny  bams,  and  build  greater^  and  there  wiS 
Jbiftow  all  my  fruits  and  my  goods.  And  I  will  fay 
to  myfeuU  Soul,  thou  haft  much  goods  laid  tip  for  many 
years,  take  thine  eqfe,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry.  But 
God  f aid  unto  him.  Thou  fool,  fhis  night  thy  foulftufU 
be  required  of  thee:  the^  wh^e  JbaUtho/e  thingr  be 
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^hich  thou  haft  provided?  So  is  he  that  tayeth  Mp 
treafwre  far  bimfdfi  and  is  not  rich  towards  Godm 
Luke  xii.  16-— 2  r. 

a.  There  is  another  fort  of  fools  wliich  are  bjr 
iiature  fo ;  that  is,  peribns  of  weak  inceilefts  and 
of  iSiallow  capacities,  and^  as  we  connmonty  Ay, 
foft  and  fimple  i  and  there  are  not  a  few  of  this  fort 
among  the  eleft  of  God.  For  ye  fee  your  callings 
hrethren,  how  that  not  many  wife  men  after  the  fleflf^ 
not  many  mighty^  not  mawf  noble,  are  called:  but  God 
bath  chofen  the  fooUJb  things  of  the  world  to  confound 
the  wifei  and  God  hath  chofen  the  weak  things  of  the 
world  fo  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty ;  and 
bafe  things  of  the  worlds  and  things  which  are  dejpifed^ 
hash  God  chofen,  yea,  and  things  which  are  not,  t§ 
hrh^  to  nought  the  things  that  ifre.  i  Cor.  u  26 — 28. 
Now  this  (on  of  fools  are  fo  naturally,  and  are 
Called  the  foolifli  things  of  the  world. 

3«  There  is  another  fort  of  fools,  that  are  not  fo 
in  reality,  but  are  nick-named  fo ;  and  their  god- 
fathers that  gave  them  this  name  are  not  mea 
truly  wife,  nor  wife  in  the  judgment  of  God,  nor 
in  the  opinion  of  wife  men  ;  but  they  are  wffe  in 
their  own  conceits  (Rom.  xi.  25 )j  like  the  Jewiili 
fcribes  and  pharifees  of  old,  who  became  vain  in 
eheir  imaginaim,  and  their  foolifh  hearts  were  dark^ 
ened.  Proffffing  themfelves  to  be  wife,  they  became 
fools.  Rom.  i.  21,  22.  Now,  though  thefe  men 
were  fools  in  grain,  fools  in  the  abffrad,  and  the 
very  quinteflence  of  folly,  yet  thefe  became  the 
godfathers  of  men  that  were  truly  wife,  and^  out  of 
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tbetr  great  hatred  to  God,  call  fouls,  that  Qod  hat 
IDfpircd^  fools.  Tif^  frapbet  is  a  fad^  tbi/pmSuul  wum 
is  mady  for  the  muUitude  of  thine  iniquity,  and  the  great 
batrid.  Hofea  ix»  7.  And  thofc  10  the  New 
Teftament  which  Chrift  fays>  faw  and  hated  both 
him  and  his  Father  (John  xv.  24),  gave  the  fiunc 
Otle  to  the  apoftles,  as  Paul  relates^  we  oFefodsfar 
CMfi's  Jake,  i  Cor*  W.  la  And  thde  fook  God 
undertakes  to  lead»  protect,  ^md  gaide^  in  his  wajrs 
and  takes  fucb  pains  to  make  the  road  plain,  that 
ibeje  wof^f earing  men,  tbougb  foob,  fbuU  not  err 
therein*    llaiah  xzxv.  S. 

A  fourth  rank  of  fools  are  fuch  as  make  a  ptro* 
feffioa  without  pofleflion.  Neither  driven  to  thrift 
by  a  icnfe  of  guilt  and  wrath,  nor  drawn  to  him 
by  a  fenfe  of  mercy  and  love,  they  ieem  to  mc  t<| 
be  volunteers  10  religion.  They  think  it  an  honour 
to  have  the  name  of  being  devout  ChriftianB ;  ot 
dfe,  what  could  induce  the  foolifli  virginj^  to-  fet 
out»  and  to  fet  off,  to  meet  die  bridegroom,  feeing 
diey  h^  no  knowledge  of  him,  no  love  to  him,  no 
icnfe  of  their  need  of  him,  nor  any  ooe  promile  of 
life  from  him.  They  had  not  his  Spirit  in  them, 
nor  one  grace  from  his  fukefs,  to  influence  theaa/ 
They  had  no  un^lion,  no  oil,  no  aooiadag  from 
him ;  for  they  tock  no  oil  with  thesA»  Theft  am 
called.  fooUfh  virgins. 

5.  The  next  clafi  of  fools  are  fuch  as  arc  blindc<^ 

influenced,  puflied  on,  and  pufied  up,  by  Satan,  t* 

aflfume  and  inveft  themfclivQ  vitb  the  office  of  tho 

sunifl3ersQfC|ui&  Andtherrareman]Fofthen»ibi 
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duped,  Minded^  and  inflamed^  with  a  falfe  zeal  bjr 
the  devil,  as  to  think  that  God  really  fent  them  i 
and  they  often  challenge  the  Almighty  for  their 
ibvereign  and  their  patron,  as  Balaam  did  when  he 
laid.  If  Balak  would  give  me  his  boufis  full  of  fiver 
and  goldf  I  cannot  go  beyond  the  word  of  the  Lord  nrf 
God^  to  do  lefs  or  more.  Num.  xxii.  i8.  This  dais 
of  fools  fo  effeftually  mimicked  the  fervants  of 
Chrift  as  to  make  many  hearts  glad  who  were  the 
fimple  followers  of  the  Lamb.  Of  fuch  (imple 
believers  Paul  farcaftically  lays,  Toujuffer  fools 
gladly^  feeing  you  yourfelves  are  wife.  2  Coc  xi.  19* 
Wife  you  muft  be,  becaufe  you  gladly  fuffer  falie 
apoftles  to  lead  you.  But  the  fool  in  my  text  is  a 
more  exalted  charafler  than  any  cf  thefe ;  he  is 
ranked  in  the  higheft  clafs,  and  is,  in  his  own  con* 
ceit,  the  wifeft  creature  in  all  the  celediial  or  cer- 
reftrial  globes;  for  he  attributes  folly  to  both 
worlds,  as  will  appear  in  the  following  account  of 
him.  We  are  to  I910W  this  fool  from  all  others 
by  the  appellation  that  is  joined  to  his  name.  Proud 
and  haughty  f corner  is  bis  name^  who  deaktb  in  proud 
wrath.  Prov.  xxi,  24.  Proud  and  haughty  fcorner 
is  his  name ;  pride  and  wrath  lie  at  the  bottom  of 
all  his  hard  fpeeches.  And  fcorning  eafes  the  bur« 
den  of  his  heart,  and  affords  him  fome  defperate, 
infernal,  and  momentary  delight.  Thefe  fcorners 
are  faid  to  delight  in  their  fcorning;  and,  though  fools, 
yet  they  hate  knowledge.  -Prov.  i.  2  2. 

This  fort  of  fools  make  a  mock  at  fin.    Prov. 
xiv.  9.^   And,  in  doing  this,  they  mock  at  all  the 
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anger,  vtntlny  and  juft  indignation  of  God.  Thejr 
mock  at  all  the  dreadful  threatehings,  fentences^ 
and  curies,  of  a  broken  law ;  yea,  they  mock  at 
all  the  weeds,  briers,  and  diorhs,  on  the  earth,  and 
at  all  riie  toil  of  'man  in  rooting  them  u^,  and 
keeping  them  under.  They  mock  at  all  the  chains 
and  torments  of  devils ;  at  all  the  labour,  toH,  and 
mifery,  of  men ;  at  all  the  fufferings  and  agonies 
of  the  Son  of  God ;  at  all  the  ibrrows  and  affitc* 
tions  of  the  faints ;  at  the  day  of  judgment  -,  at  the 
awful  fentence  of  God  j  ;and  at  all  the  groans  of  the 
damned ;  for  not  one  of  thefe  had  ever  been  either 
revealed,  threatened,  feared^  felt,  b6me,  or  endured, 
if  fin  had  not  entered  into  the  world. 

A  fcorning  fool  is  one  that  feoffs  a(t  all  real  reli- 
gion, and  makes  a  jeft  of  the  worfhip  and  wor- 
fhippers  of  God,  The  very  preaching  of  Chrift, 
Paul  fays,  is  the  power  of  Gody  and  the  m/dom  of 
Cod;  'and  even  this  the  fcorning  fool  calls  the 
weaknefs  of  God,  and  the  foolifhnefi  of  God.  Se 
if  foy  fays  Paul  \  the  foolijhnefs  of  God  is  wijer  than 
men^  and  the  weaknefs  of  God  is  ftronger  than  meft. 
I  Cor.  i.  2  5.  Thus  this  fool  fets  his  mouth  againfi 
the  heavens y  and  his  tongue  walks  through  the  earth. 
He  fets  his  mouth  againft  th&'  heavens  by  infulting 
his  Maker,  and  ridiculing  his  gofpel,  which  is 
from  above,  and  by  defpifing  thofe  that  are  bom 
,  from  above;  and  his  tongue  walks  through  the 
earth  by  his  pupils  and  admirers,  who  zealoufly 
circulate  his  bold  and  arrogant  fpeeches. 

We  are  forbidden  to  offer  any  advice  or  counfel 
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Id  this  charaAer :  Speak  not  m  the  ears  of  a  fool,  for 
bi  mUd^fe  the  wifdom  of  thy  words.  Prov.  xxxiu  ^ 
Ko  reproof  nor  rebuke^  no  judgments  nor  afflic- 
tions,  can  have  any  humbling  or  foftening  effects 
upon  himi  he  is  fo  completely  in  league  with  Sa-* 
tan,  and  fo  hardened  under  his  influence*  Though 
thou  Jbouldft  tray  this  fool  in  a  mortar  among  wheat 
ioUb  a  pefile,  yet  foiU  not  his  foolijbnefs  depart  from 
him  (Prov.  %tv\u  22)^  it  is  fo  interwoven  in  his 
foul* 

I  come  now  to  (hew  his  promotion,    in  every 

dais   of  rational  creatures  there  are  fome  pro« 

moted  above  the  reft.    We  read  of  angels  and 

archang^s  in  heaven  i  and  of  thrones  and  domi-* 

nioos^   of  principalities  and  powers;   and^  eveo 

among  fallen  angels,  wc  read  of  a  hisfg^  which  is 

Satan^  and  his  inferiors,  who  dre  in  fubje£)ion  to 

him.     And  we  read  of  Beeizehuh,  the  prince  of  de^ 

uhs  yea«  Paul  fays  that  Cbriji,  iy  bis  death,  fpoikd 

principalities  and  pov^s  upon  the  crofs,  and  made  a 

fiow  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  it.    And 

£0  in  bodies  politic^  and  in  all  fenates  and  civil  (b-^ 

cietieSi  there  are  promotions.    Hence  we  hear  of 

emperors  and  empires  i  of  kings  and  kingdoms  1 

of  princes  and  principalities*    The  boufe  of  lords 

hath  a  fpeaker,  the  houfe  of  Commons  the  fame  1 

and  all  aflemblies  and  clubs  of  inferior  xankj  even 

ithefe  have  a  chairman. 

Now,  the  fool  in  my  text ^  which  Solomon  dc-» 
fcribes  to  be  a  fool  that  delights  in  fcoming,  and 
hates  koowkdgfi;^  this  dignity  diat  he  is  in,  this 
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promotion,  is  rcfufed  by  all  but  the  fcormng  fooF, 
according  to  Jotham's  parable  j  for,  when  all  the 
corrupt  trees  went  to  anoint  a  king  over  them,  every 
plant  in  the  wood  begged  to  be  cxcufed  but  one. 
Th^  /aid  to  the  olive-tree^  Reign  thou  over  us.  But 
^  the  olive-'tree /aid.  Should  I  leave  my  fatnejs^  where ^ 
tvitb  hj  me  they  honour  God  and  man,  and  go  to  be 
promoted  over  the  trees  ?  And  the  trees  Jaid  to  thefig^ 
tree.  Come  thou^  and  reign  over  us.  But  the  Jig-tree 
/aid  unto  them,.  Should  I  forjake  myjweetnefs^  and  my 
good  fruit,  and  go  to  he  promoted  over  the  trees  ?  Then 
faid  the  trees  unto  the  vine^  Come  thou,  and  reign  over 
MS.  jhd  the  vine  /aid  unto  them.  Should  I  leave  my 
wine,  which  cheereth  God  and  man,  and  go  to  be  pro^ 
moted  over  the  trees  ?  All  thefe  trees  ftem  to  (how 
fome  regard  either  to  God  or  man,  and  therefore 
refufe  promotion.  But  the  next  offer  is  made  to 
the  feorning  fooU  then  faid  all  the  trees  unto  the 
bramble.  Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us.  And  the  bramble 
faid  unto  the  trees.  If  in  truth  ye  anoint  me  king  ever 
you,  then  come  and  put  your  truft  in  ntf  Jbadow^ 
Judges  ix.  8 — 15.  None  in  all  this  parable  would 
accept  of  promotion  but  the  bramble,  and  that  is 
a  badge  of  God*s  curfe  upon  the  earth,  and  a  lively 
type  of  that  fort  of  finners  called  briars  and  thorns, 
which  are  njeSted,  and  are  nigh  unto  curftng,  and 
whofe  end  is  to  be  burned.  Heb.  vi,  8.  The  fame 
choice  has  been  put  to  this  fort  of  trees  (ince,  and 
the  choice  was  the  fame :  Not  this  man,  but  Barab- 
has.     Now  Barabbas  was  a  robber. 

Among  all  the  claffes  of  finners,  heretics,  hypo- 
crites* 
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crites;  impollorsj  mammonifts^  and  worldlings^ 
there  are  none  promoted  fo  high  as  the  fcorning 
fool.  He  is  the  chairman;  he  fiands  firft  and 
higheftj  and  is  at  the  front  of  all  that  enter  the 
gates  of  death.  Biejed  is  the  man  that  walketb  not 
in  the  council  of  the  ungodly^  nor  ftandcth  in  the  wajf 
of  finners^  nor  ftttctb  in  the  feai  of  the  fcomfuL 
Fialm  i.  i. 

I  read  of  no  exalted  chair^  or  feat  of  promotion, 

among  finners>  but  the  above^  which  is  called  the 

feat  of  the  fcomfuL    And,  as  this  chairman  is  furc 

to  have  many  pupils,  followers,  and  admirers,  fb 

^  he  is  fure  to  gain  many  profelytes ;  many  of  which 
look  up  to  him,  and  wiih  they  could  imitate  him 
in  art  and  craft,  in  eloquence  and  fluency,  in  parts 
and  abilities,  in  wifdom  and  knowledge.  This 
perfon  being  a  ringleader,  and  gaining  much  ap- 
plauie  by  mocking  of  God,  it  is  but  right  that  he. 
fhould  be  fupreme  in  milery,  as  well  as  fupreme 
in  wickednefs.  And  God  declares,  in  the  very 
verfe  preceding  my  text,  that  he  will  deal  with 
this  iinner  as  he  has  dealt  with  God.    Surely  be 

fcornetb  tbe  f corners :  but  be  giveth  grace  unto  tbe 
lowly.  Tbe  wife  Jball  inberit  glory ^  but  Jbame Jball  bi 
tbe  promotion  of  fools.  And  as,  in  this  world,  thofe 
that  dcfpife  Chrift  fhall  be  lightly  efteemed,  fo 
thcfe  fcorners,  at  the  day  of  judgment,  will  be 
defpifcd,  deftroycd,  and  abhorred,  even  by  their 
own  profelytes  and  admirers ;  and  they  will  hate 
him,  and  curfe  him,  and  torment  him,  to  all  eter- 
nity, as  their  worft  enemy,  and  foul  dcftroyer.    And 

E3  God 
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God  declares  chat  he  will  pay  him  in  his  tmn  ccim  | 
that  is»  he  will  laugh  at  bis  calamity,  and  mdck  tcbe^ 
his  feat  ctmeth.  His  own  atrocious  crimes^  and 
the  heinous  guilt  of  them  \  his  fears^  anguifii^  an4 
torments ;  (hall  be  his  promotion  iq  the  great  day^ 
as  foon  as  the  laft  trumpet  ihall  be  blown..  MaXf 
if  tbem  tbatfleep  in  $be  Aifi  of  ibe  earth  fiaU  awake^ 
fame  to  everlafting  Ufi,  andjme  tofha/M  and  everlaft^ 
ing  contempt.  Daniel  xti.  t.  Shame  and  everlafting 
contempt  will  be  the  promotion  of  this  fooL  Hi$ 
chiefeft  glory  has  been  in  his  own  ihame,^  and  ihamt 
Ihall  be  his  future  promotion. 


bodV 
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V. 


•OI>*S  CftBATSST  TBSASVRB    IH   MAH's  WOftST 

PAKT. 

r 

F^r  ^«r  r^w^^  p<ffis  have  no  need:  tut  God  hath  tem^ 
feted  the  body  together ,  having  given  more  abundant 
honour  to  that  part  whigh  lacked:  that  there  Jbould 
be  nofcbi/m  in  the  bodj  i  but  that  th^  members  Jbould 
have  the  fame  care  gne  for  another,    i  Cor.  %iu 

34,  ^5- 


The  apoftle,  in  thi$  chapcerj  is  comparing  the 
church  of  Chrift  to  a  human  body^  and  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  body  as  reprefenting  fb 
many  particular  members  of  the  church.  And  a$ 
there  is  an  union^  both  in  (icih  and  fpirit^  between 
Chrift  and  his  people^  firft,  by  his  incarnation^ 
and,  fecondly,  by  our  regeneration,  (for  by  the 
former  he  took  our  flelh,  and  by  the  latter  we  are 
made  one  Ipirit  with  him^  and  the  Saviour  and  his 
church  being  hufband  and  wife  j)  fo  they  are  for 
ever  one,  as  man  and  his  wife  are  one.  Hence 
ihe  bears  his  name,  and  is  exprefsly  called  Chrift : 
For  as  the  body  is  one,  and  hath  many  members,  and 
all  the  menders  of  that  one  body  bein^  mang  are  one 

£4  bodyi 


C    S6    ) 

hodyi  Jo  alfo  is  Chriji^  Verfc  12.  Now,  as  Chrift 
(ignidcs  anointed^  the  un6tious  Spirit  of  God 
being  upon  all  believers,  the  church  bears  this 
name,  for  we  are  'nted  with  the  fame  Spirit; 
as  it  is  written,  Noii  he  which  ejiablijhetb  us  with 
ym  in  C/Jrijly  a,:d  hath  anointed  us^  is  God.  %  Cor. 
L  2 1.  Far  by  one  Spirit  are  we  all  baptiztd  into  one 
body,  «/i!  et^er  we  us  Jews  or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be 
hon.'^  or  free  i  and  have  been  all  made  to  drink  int& 
that  one  Spirit.  Verfe  1 3.  This  fpiritual  baptilm 
that  Chrift  came  to  adminiftcr,  to  which  John 
himfclf  gave  teftimony,  when  he  faid,  Hejhallbap^ 
tize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  with  fire,  is 
what  the  Saviour  promiied  juft  before  his  being 
apprehended,  you  JbaU  be  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Gkojiy  not  many  days  hence.  And,  on  the  day  of 
Pentecoft,  the  Spirit  was  mod  plentifully  poured 
forth  upon  the  apoftles,  which  made  them  minifters 
of  the  Spirit,  not  of  the  letter.  They  all  drank 
into  one  Spirit,  according  to  the  Lord's  promife. 
Xheir  poor,  dry,  barren,  lifelels,  and  thirfly  fouls 
came  to  him,  and  drank  freely  of  the  well-fpring 
of  life;  and,  in  their  miniftry,  out  of  their  bellies 
flowed  rivers  of  living  water,  This  /pake  he  of  the 
Spirit,  which  they  that  believe  on  him  fhould  receive. 
To  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  tp  be  re- 
generated and  renewed  by  the  Spirit  of  God ;  and 
to  be  baptized  with  fire  is  to  have  the  love  of  God 
Jhed  abroad  in  the  heart  hy  the  Holy  Ghqfi  given  unto 
us.  Rom.  V.  5.  And  this  moft  holy  Spirit  being 
one  in  them  all>  made  them  all  one  in  themfelvcs, 

and 
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and  members  one  of  another.  Far  the  hcdy  is  H6t 
Me  member^  but  manf*  i  Cor.  xii.  14.  The  human 
body  confifts  of  various  pares,  and  each  member 
is  afligned  to  its  own  proper  ufe  and  office  in  tho 
body ;  and  though  their  offices  may  differ^  yet  they 
are  intended  for  the  mutual  ufe^  aid,  and  affiftance^ 
of  every  member.  Now,  as  the  different  members 
of  the  body  are  of  different  ufes,  fo  are  the  different 
members  of  Chriff's  myffical  body.  If  the  foot 
foall  fay^  Becaufe  I  am  not  the  hand,  1  am  not  of  the 
body;  is  it  therefore  not  of  the  body?  Verfe  15. 
The  foot  moft  certainly  is  the  greateff  flave  in  the 
human  body,  becaufe  it  bears  the  greateft  weight, 
and  is  the  loweft  member  in  the  whole  frame ;  and 
perhaps  may  miean  one  in  the  loweft  ftage  of  grace» 
with  fome  life,  faith,  hope^  and  expeftation,  and 
yet  not  a  little  burdened  wjch  corruption^  tempta- 
tion, doubts^  and  fears,  as  fome  are  all  their  life- 
time in  bondage  through  the  fear  of  deaths  and 
mifgivings  of  heart ;  and  fo»  like  the  foot,  are  the 
loweft  and  meaneft.  And  fuch  are  often  leaft  and 
laft  of  all  in  their  own  eyes^  and,  like  the  feet> 
much  prefled  down  to  the  earthy,  and  feldom  joy- 
ful, or  heavenly-minded  5  and  yet,  like  the  foot, 
diligent  in  the  means  of  God's  appointment; 
^though  often  ftaggering,  halting,  limpings  and 
meeting  with  fo  much  oppoficion,  they  are  often 
difcouraged  becaufe  of  the  way.  However,  the 
feet  belong  to  the  body ;  and  if  thefe  be  out  of 
ofder^  all  the  members  are  in  a  concern  about 
them,  for  the  whole  is  confined  from  travelling. 

And 
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And  fo  the  foot>  in  the  body  myftical^  kw€M 
to  excite  the  pity^  compaffion^  yea,  and  the  pa- 
tience too,  of  thofe  members  that  are  more  ftrongi 
for  they  are  often  lain  with  a  weight  upon  the 
minds  of  others ;  hence  we  read  of  (bme  wbo  ar4 
iome  upon  the  Jides^  and  dandled  upon  the  knees,  ef 
Zim  I  which  would  not  be  the  cafe,  if  they  had 
Imt  good  ufe  of  their  own  feet.  /  was  feet  to  tb$ 
fame,  fays  Job*  Confirm  the  feeble  knees,  fays  PauL 
The  feet  feem  to  want  the  moft  attention  of  any; 
for  they  are  the  fame  in  the  body  as  the  ewe  greai 
with  young  is  in  the  flock.  And  the  devil  oftea 
bruifes  this  heel  of  Chrift,  as  Amalek  did  in  the 
wildernefi,  who  could  not  reach  the  front,  but  fell 
upon  the  rear,  and  eut  off  ^U  that  were  faint,  amf 
feeble ;  and  God  fwore  that  he  would  have  war  with 
him  for  ever  for  fo  doing,    Exod.  Kvii.  i6. 

Becaufe  I  am  not  the  band,  I  am  not  of  the  kkfy^ 
The  hand,  to  me,  appears  to  be  one  whole 
faith  is  come  to  fome  degree  of  maturity,  who 
hath  laid  hold  on  eternal  life,  and  who  holds  /aft 
and  abides  clofe  by  the  covenant^  head.  He  holds 
faft  the  form  of  found  words,  and  continues  fied^ 
fad  in  the  apoftles*  dodrine,  and  is  able  at  times 
to  hold  forth  in  private  the  word  of  life,  a  word  of 
reproof,  ioftrudion,  counfel^  admonition,  exhorta-i* 
tion,  comfort,  or  encouragement^  to  others.  And 
he  may  be  called  a  hand,  becaufe  of  his  ability  to 
afli(l>  and  wiUingnefs  to  communicate^  *  to  the  ne<p 
ceflltousi  as  wifdom  defcribes  the  church  aa 
reaching  out  her  hand  to  the  poor  and  oeedy* 
7  The 
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The  foot  at  times  may  b^  provoked  to  jealouQrt 
^nd  be  led  by  Satan  to  envy  the  happinefs  of  fuch 
who  leem  to  es^cel,  and  to  draw  coqclufions  frocQ 
thence  that,  becaqfe  I  am  not  the  hand,  I  am  not 
of  the  body ;  But  is  it  therefore  not  of  the  hody  t 

And  if  the  earjballf^y  Beeaufe  I  am  not'  the  eye^ 
lam  not  of  the  body  -,  is  it  therefore  not  of  the  hody  i 
1  Cor.  xii.  1 6.  The  ear  appears  to  be  an  attentive 
hearer.  And  how  delightful  is  a  wje  reprover  upon 
(m  obedient  ear ;  an  ear  that  is  circumcifed  to  hear 
^nd  xmderiland  the  Shepherd's  voice  i  an  ear  that 
pan  try  the  word  as  the  mouth  tafteth  its  meat  | 
which  can  difcover  and  difrelifh  perverfe  things, 
fuch  as  the  allurements  of  defigning  men,  who  lie 
in  wait  to  deceire ;  and  who,  knowing  the  joyful 
found^  is  2^blc  to  dete6t  the  k  here^  and  lo  there^  of 
^he  minifter  of  Satan,    The  ear  ia  not  to  iay, 

BeCauJe  1  am  not  the  eye^  I  am  not  of  the  body. 
The  ^e  appears  to  me  to  be  a  real  minifter  of  the 
go(pel,  or  a  cherubim,  one  of  John's  living  crca* 
tures,  fuU  of  eyes  before  and  behind^  who  have  the 
firft  views  and  difcoveries  madi  to  them  of  the 
inyfterics  of  the  kingdom,  and  whofe  work  is  to 
call  others  to  come  and  fee.  Hence  John  is  called 
a  burning  andafhining  lights  becaufe  he  let  his  light 
fliine  before  men.  And  if  thine  eye  be  fingk^  faith 
the  Lordj  liberal  and  bountiful,  feeking  Chrift^s 
honour,  and  the  good  of  his  cholen  (for  it  is  a 
bountiful  eye  that  will  pity  the  poor,  Prov.  xxii.  9), 
and  deal  out  tryly,  freely^  and  bountifully,  the 
truthsji  promifes,  and  bleflings,  of  the  everlafting 

gofpel, 
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gbfpel,  to  the  enriching  and  cnJargirtg  the  poor  m 
Ipirit ;    fuch  an  eye,  Mng  Jingle,   the  whole  body 
Jball  he  full  of  light,  as  when  the  bright  Jhining  of  a 
candle  doth  give  the  light.     But,  if  the  eyeibe  evil^  the 
whole  body  is  full  of  darknefs ;  as  arc  many  congrc-^ 
gations  of  poor  formalift  Arminians,  heretics,  and 
hypocrites,  like  the  kingdom  of  the  beaft  of  Rome^ 
fiiU  of  darknefs.     The  ancient  name  of  a  minifter 
fcnt  of  God  is  that  of  a  feer,  bccaufe  the  light  of 
God  fhined  into  hiai«     And  another  name  is  tha( 
of  a  watchman,  who  requires  eye-fight  to  fee  into 
the  dark.defigns  of  thieves  and  robbers,  and  look 
after  the  fafetyof  the  citizens.    The  name  of  fhcp«- 
herd  alfo,  which  takes  the  overfight  of  the  flock. 
'Another  of  their  names  is  that  of  fcraphaim,  which 
fignifies  inflaming,  becaufe  the  Lord  makes  his  m j  - 
nijters  aflame  of  fire,  to  warm,  enlarge,  and  inflame, 
the  fouls  of  the  faints.     And  much  fire  fuch  want 
sn  order  to  fet  forth  the  ever-blcflcd  Spirit  of  God> 
the  eternal  love  of  God,  the  joy  of  God,  and  the 
comforts  of  God.     And  this  Are  gives  a  true  light 
to  them ;  and  much  light  they  want  in  order  to 
look  into  the  myfleries  of  God,  into  arch  impoftors 
and  deceivers,  who  are  minifters  of  Satan  trans* 
formed.     And  they  want  eyes  to  difcern  fpirits, 
falle  from  true;  and  to  read  hypocrites  and  faints, 
to  diftinguifli  the  vile  from  the  precious^  and  a 
work  of  grace  from  devilifm ;   which  is  Satan!s 
craft,  intended  to  imitate  the  work  of  God  upon 
the  foul,  that  he  mdiyfow  tares  among  the  wheat,  in 
order  to  deteiyc,    A .  near-f^hted  Jeer,    a  blind 

watchman^ 


watcbmM,  and  a  jhepherd  that  cannot  mderjland^  are 
Zion*s  worft  enemies.  And  this  was  Ifrael's  cafe, 
as  God  complains:  His  watchmen  are  blind-,  they 
are  all  dumb  dogs^  they  cannot  bark;  Jleepingy  lying 
down,  loving  to  Jluniber.  Tea^  they  are  ^greedy  dogs 
which  can  never  have  enough,  and  they  are  Jhepberds 
that  cannot  underftand.    Ifaiah  Ivi.  lo,  ii. 

If  the.  whole  body  were  an  eye,  where  were  the  heart- 
ing ?  If  the  whole  church  were  miniftcrs,  where 
would  be  the  hearers  ?  God  gives  the  difccrning 
eye  to  his  churchy  that  his  people  may  be  fed  with 
knowledge  and  underftanding ;  and  he  gives  the 
obedient  car  alfo  :  As  Joon  as  they  hear  of  me,  they 
Jball  obey  me.  And  the  Lord  hath  bleffed  both : 
Blejfed  are  your  eyes,  for  they  fee ;  and  your  ears, 
for  they  hear. 

If  the  whole  body  were  hearing,  where  were  the 
fmeUing?  The*  myftical  body  of  Chrift  is  not 
without  a  Dofe,  This  is  twice  commended  by  the 
Lord  in  the  feventh  chapter  of  the  Song  of  Solo- 
mon* All  Chr\/i*s  garments  fmell  of  myrrh,  aloes,  and 
caffia;  and  the  whole  of  his  facrifice  is  a  fweet- 
fmelling  favour,  a  favour  of  life  unto  life  to  all 
that  believe;  and  a  quick-fcented  believer  is  of 
great  ufe  in  the  body,  in  fmelling  out  wolves  and 
foxes,  who,  like  the  flies  in  the  apothecary's  oint- 
ment, fend  forth  a  Jlinking  favour. 

And  the  eye  cannot  fay  unto  the  hand,  I  have  no 
need  of  thee ;  nor  again,  the  head  to  the  feet,  I  have  no 
need cf you.  T\vt  head o( the  church  is  Chrift;  and 
4hough  it  is  true  we  have  all  need  enough  of  him, 

yet 
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yet  I  do  not  know  that  it  can  be  faid  of  him  that 
he  ftands  in  need  of  us.  Howc^er^  the  mediatorial 
King  will  have  his  fubjeAs ;  the  great  Shepherd 
will  have  his  flock ;  the  Captain  of  falvation  will 
have  his  good  foldiers  i  the  Kuft)and  will  have  his 
wife ;  the  everlafting  Father  will  have  his  children 
about  him ;  and  the  Head  will  have  his  body.  Theie 

« 

charaflers,  which  he  is  pleafed  to  afTume,  make  the 
other  neceflfary.  And  fure  I  am^  that  the  covenant 
Head  never  will  lay  to  his  little  ones,  no  not  to  the 
kaft)  I  have  no  need  of  thee  i  though  perhaps  the  moft 
ancient  and  mofl:  honourable  members  in  a  church, 
who  are  fometimes  called  elders,  may  be  meant 
here  by  the  head,  huauje  the  ancient  and  the  hmwur-- 
able  be  is  the  head  of  a  (bcicty ;  and  the  prophet  thai 
teacheth  lies  ke  is  the  tail-,  but  Chriit's  body, has  no 
fuch  tails  to  it.  However,  the  moft  ancient  and 
honourable  member  cannot  fay  to  the  leaft  and 
loweft  I  have  no  need  of  thee  f  for  without  fuch 
there  would  be  no  increafe,  no  (ucceflion,  and  of 
courfe  the  church  muft  difcontinue. 

Nayy  much  more  thofe  members  of  the  body  which 
feem  to  be  more  feeble  are  necejfary.  I  know  of  no- 
thing belonging  to  the  human  body  that  are  more 
feeble  than  the  hairs  of  our  head ;  and  yet  even 
thefe  are  all  numbered ^  and  not  one  of  them  fhdll  perifh. 
Matt.  X.  JO.  Lukexxi«  18.  And,  as  weak  be^ 
lievers  are  fometimes  compared  to  thefe,  a  third 
part  of  the  hairs  cut  oflF  from  the  prophet's  head 
were  to  be  bound  up  in  his  Ikirt.  Ezek.  v.  3. 
Hairs   are   given   for  ornament,    and  fo  weak 
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believerSy  who  are  in  the  (implicity  of  the  gofpeU 
arc  the  ornamental  hair  of  the  church :  Tby  hair  it 
us  a  flock  of  goats  from  Gikad.  Song  vi*  5,  And 
thefe  often  appear  in  the  ornament  of  a  noeek  and 
a  quiet  fpirit^  which  is^  in  the  fight  of  God,  of 
great  price.  Hairs,  though  feeble,  ftick  cloie  to 
the  head ;  and  I  know  of  none  who  ftick  cloier  to 
the  Head  of  the  church  than  the  weak  and  feeble 
ones.  He  gatberetb  the  lambs  with  bis  arms,  and  carrie$ 
them  in  bis  bofom,  and  gently  leadetb  tbofe  that  are 
mtb  young.  And  who  ftick  clofer  to  tlie  heart  of 
Chrift  than  thoie  who  ride  in  the  boibm  of  love? 

jind  tbofe  members  of  tbe  body  wbicb  we  think  Jefi 
bomarabky  upon  tbefe  .we  beftow  more  ubundam  bo^ 
mur.  The  back  parts  of  tbe  human  body  4irt 
deemed  lefs  honourable  than  the  face,  neck,  hands, 
and  arms  5  but  upon  thefe  we  beftow,  or  put  on, 
more  abundant  honour  than  we  do  upon  tbe  face 
or  hands,  by  covering  them ;  as  Aaron's  garments 
were  made  for  glory  and  beauty,  to  ornament  :and 
adorn  him.  And  fo  we  read  of  the  raiment  kj£ 
Solomon,  which  aftonifhed  the  Ethiopian  queen  ^ 
and  even  the  Lord  calls  this  his  glory :  Even  Solo^ 
mon,  in  all  bis  glory ^  was  not  arrayed  like  tbe  lily\ 
'becaufe  Solomon's  glory  was  artificial,  but  that  of 
the  lily  is  natural  to  itlclf.  The  poor,  weak,  ig- 
norant, and  foolifh,  of  this  world,  are  feprefented 
by  thefe :  But  God  batb  cbofen  tbe  foolijh  to  confound 
tbe  wife^  and  tbe  weak  to  confound  tbeflrong,  and  tbe 
bq/e,  and  tbofe  ligbtly  efteemed\  yea,  the  ofF-fcouring 
of  the  earth ;  and  has  fent  his  gofpel  to  them,  and 
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chofen  them  rich  in  faith,  and  hath  made  them 
heirs  of  his  everlafting  kingdom,  having  adopted 
them  into  his  family. .  And  it  is  often  feen  that 
the  pooreft  and  weakeft  faints  are  much  more  fa* 
voured  with  the  life,  power,  prefence,  comfort, 
and  countenance,  of  God,  than  thofe  who  are 
brighter  in  parts,  and  better  in  circumftances. 

jAid  our  uncomefy  parts  have  more  abundant  cameli'^ 
nefi.  When  (in  entered  into  the  world,  and  £;uilt 
and  ihame  followed  upon  it,  and  confcience  began 
.  to  reproach  our  firfl:  parents,  they,  being  (tripped  of 
all  righteoufnefs  and  innocency,  immediately  in- 
vented a  covering  for  the(e.  But  the  Lord  con- 
defcended  to  make  them  a  better  one  him(elf; 
prefiguring  thereby  an  imputed  righteoufnefs, 
.which  juftifies  from  all  things,  and  efFeftually  co- 
vers from  all  (in  and  filth,  from  guilt  and  (hame. 
Thefc  parts,  fome  have  thought,  reprefcnt  back- 
Hiding  and  fallen  believers,  who  bring  a  reproach 
and  fcandal  upon  the  church,  and  who  require  a 
deal  of  love  to  cover  and  hide  their  (in  and  (hame 
irom  the  world,  that  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord  be 
not  evil  fpoken  of.  Though,  for  my  part,  I  ra- 
ther think  that  tho(e  parts  of  the  human  body 
which  diftingui(h  the  fexes  have  a  much  higher 
and  a  more  noble  meaning.  We  read  of  the 
church's  pregnancy,  and  of  her  pain  and  travail 
to  be  delivered ;  and  we  read  of  gofpel  minifters 
begetting  many  to  Chrifti  as  it  is  written,  though 
you  have  ten  tkoujand  inJiruSlorSy  yet  have  you  not 
many  fathers  (fays  Paul) :    /  have  begotten  you. 

Zion^ 
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Zioh,  in  the  my&ery,  h  not  widiouf!  her  fruitful 
womb :    Shall  I  cmfe  to  travail^  and  ndt  caufe  t(t 
kring  firth  t  JbaUl  bring  to  the  hirth,  amljbut  the 
tvomhf  faith  thy  Go4.    Nor  are  the  miniftcrs  of 
the  Spirit^  which  the  Lord  fends^  deftxtuir  of  di^ 
Tine  powdr;  nor  yet  dcftituce  of  the  incorrupdbld 
ieedj  the  word  of  God»  which  fiveth  and  abideth 
for  even    Hence  it  appears  to  me»  that  the  u(efiil«< 
nefs  of  a  minifter  in  comrertbg,  and  the  increaft 
of  alively,  fruitful  church,  are  fignifiedrfoy^theib 
parts ;    though  it   may  be  obj^fted, .  that  iuch 
preachtrs  and  churches*  caiinoc  be  called  the  )im* 
comely  parts.    To  which' it  may  be- replied,  thai 
fuch  are  the  moft  deQ>icable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
worlds  oreUc  they  wotdjd  not  call  fuch  fixutM  i 

fouls  as  the  apoftles  the  fit b  and  off/cottrmg  rf  ^i 
'  tartb.    A  dead  preacher^  «nd  a  barmy  iifeidb  t 

congregatibh^  do  not  inctir  the;  ii^orld's  difpfaa-^  5 

lure  I  they  gbnerally>^get  the  name  of  pimts^  ho« 
nourabkj  moderatei  cabdid^  quiet,  and  inofienltee 
people.  Under  fuch  preacher^  the  devil  keeps  his 
captives,  and  the  wdrld  keeps  it$  conripanioas  \  and 
as  thefe  fufbtiil  no  lofs,  lb' the  ocben  have  noi  ^*^ 
feeution.  But  let  the  Spirit  of  God  be  pomtd  out 
upon  fuch  a  preacher,  and  upon  fuch  audiences  1 
let  the  work  of  begetting,  conceiving,  breedings 
travailing,  and  bringing  forth,  goon  among  them  » 
and  away  goes  the  world's  good  word  for  ever^ 
more ;  and  they  would  appear  to  be  the  mtomefy 
farts  at  once.  Hence  I  conclude,  that  powttflil 
preachers,  who  are  owned,  honoured,  'and  much 
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blefled  ID  this  Work,  and  churcbcs  which  are  t(if 
moft  fitiitful  to  Gody  are  intended. 

T'htfi  bmv€  mere  abmukni  cimeJiutfj.  AU  tbat  ar^ 
called  by  them,  love  aOd  hdoour  ihem  for  ibcir 
work's  fake^  What  ts  morfe  delightful^  (0  the  real 
lov^  and  fnends  of  Chrifit,  than  tt^  .icQ  a  iuccefs* 
M  pscafcher,  and  a  fruitful  diurch^^  And  wheQ 
Addi  friends  of  ^c  Bridqgpoom  br big  ^^orj  Uiodj 
igmnant  ibuls»  or  perfims  prejudiced  ^gainft  the 
vtotd^  lihdcr  the  hieans^  and  it  plca(e3.God  to  (end 
the  word  hqbie  to  iheni»  boiv  i^eaftd  fuch  are  to 
find  At  poor  finner  t$  cau^t  io  (^  neti  aA4 
upon  fuch  youdg  fruity  juft  Iprung  from  d^e  wooabj 
they  alfe  waiting  upon  tisat,  WafchiQg  Over  them  i 
hnd,  when  the  work  appean  geoiiin^j .  tboy  efteem 
ihtm^  in  their  fimpltcity  and  httfniUt}r»  better  than 
tbem(elvn»  And  fat  (helb  the  heft  rgbe,  rin^ 
koc^  oal^  and/fbib5,i  aire  .brought  fqrt^j  which  ii 
the  eomdinfefs  of  Chrifl;»  t ndf  ia  put  upon  theai» 
which  foch  fouls.  Aeed|^;ahdwhkih  ^¥09.  tkfm  mm 

'  For  9ur  wmefy  p4ns  h^tk  n&  Mf^i  The  face, 
diccksi  eyes,  c6otith,«fid.  ftofe^  of  thpr!^p|i}aa  body^ 
hard  fiO'iifed  of  a  c^^voFing  topreffer^  th^i  (br 
thcfe  cooiely  parts  are  Uitffnded  tip  |>e  feexi,  and  to 
&t  off  and  recommm4  the  wbo)e%)4y.  An^  by 
Ach.the  apoftLe  means  real  and  coafqH#tiou$  £wt% 
wiiQ*are;fiheere  ib  hoarr;  and  circuiTi^fpyedl  v\  \\ki 
like  one  who  veors.  the  mma^Csdifi  kiSi/orehea^. 
The  cheeks  mcah  the  oi(>de(lt  v^d  .i^tuow  faint, 
'who  will.t^keih»D€i  and.blWh  u  this  dK>ughts  c^ 
- i  bringing 
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bringing  any  rq>roach  upon  the  caullb  of  ChriSt  i 
of  whom  the  Lord  fays,  !>/  me  bear  ffy  voiced  k( 
ffi  Jtethj  face  \  for  fweet  is  tist  ^oice,  amf  ^  ^dwir^ 
tenance  is  comely^ 

The  ej^j  the  nofej  &c.  haye  been  before  de(cribe4 
as  the  difceming  preacher  and  qutq^-fccntec)  b^* 
lieven  But  thefe  comely  parts  have  no  n^ed,  ig 
the  jfeple  the  others,  h^ve  i  for  their  iniquiiy  i$  for^: 
^ven,  and  their  fin  is  covered,  and  the  grace  of 
God  is  abundant  upon  them  ^  thefe  are  all  fair,  anc} 
there  is  nofpot  in  tbem, 

Btft  God  bath  tempered  the  iiufy  togetberp  By  joift^ 
ing  high  and  low,  ftrong  and  feeble  memben,  -ii) 
p^  covenant^  vft  one  myftical  bodyj;  apd  hath 
|oapted  them  together  in  judgment,  touching  their 
ruin  in  Adam,  and  reftpration  by  Chrif): ;  apd  fe« 
^gefting  tl}eir  condemnation  by. the  law,  an^  jufti^ 
fication  by  die  gofpel  i  an4  hath  bound  and  brace^ 
them  together  in  the  unity  of  one  faith  in  Ch^dft, 
jn  the  bond  of  peace,  and  in  the  more  j^f^rfed  bpn4 
of  love ;  and  hath  tried  them,  humbled ;  thetn^ 
melted  them,  mcckened  them,  and  foftened  them, 
by  humbling  di^eniadons,  which  makes  the  heatf 
contrite  s  and  by  which  means  he  hath  cemented 
them  together,  that  they  may  need  each  othcx*9 
^fliiftance,  feel  for  each  other's  infirmities,  bear  eacb 
other's  burins,  and  fo  fulfil  the  law  pf  ChriA; 
and,  by  adminiftering  coipforts  by  t^  .Spu'it^ 
which  jfupplieth  every  parr,  the ,  wholf ,  ed^fyinjf 
^tfclf  in  love,  and  increafeth  with  the  increafe  gf 
God*    The  worft  part  of  this  myftical  body  is 
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the  narural  bead  of  it^  I  mean  Adam.  The  firft 
Adam,  in  his  &llen  ftate,  corrupted  it  all ;  and  the 
body  muft  be  infbdcd  with  the  leprofy  while  the 
plague  is  in  the  head,  Levit.  xiii.  44.  For  Adam, 
tiaving  loft  the  image  of  God,  be  begat  Jons  in  bis 
oftm  likenefs.  Gen.  v.  3.  Not  in  lightj  but  in  dark« 
tlefi ;  not  in  righteoufnefs,  but  in  condemnation ; 
not  in  love,  but  in  enmity;  not  in  holinefs,  but  in 
fin }  not  in  wifdom,  but  in  ignorance.  And  this 
earthly  image  God  defpifes.  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  20.  Wc 
are  conceived  in  Cm,  and  fhapcn  in  iniquity ;  for, 
through  the  difobedience  of  Adam^  judgment  came 
lipon  all  men  unto  condemnation.  Hence  the 
ele(9;  arc,  by  naturCj  the  children  of  wrath,  eVert 
as  others.  Now  the  children  of  the  flejb,  tbefe  are. 
not  thi  children  cf  God\  hut  the  children  of  the  pro^ 
wife  are  counted  fr  the  feed.  And  over  thiis  feed 
God  ha!s  appointed  a  new  head^  a  fecond  Adam^  the 
quickening  fpirit,  the  Lord  from  heaven.  He 
takes  part  of  the  children's  flefh  and  bloody  and  is 
born  undei^  the  law.  He  obeys  the  law  that 
Adam  broke;  he  bears  our  fins  that  Adam  com- 
municated, and  erulures  the  curfe  that  Adam  in« 
cufred*,  fatisfies  the  juftice  of  God  that  Adam  had 
offended,  and  fiifFers  the  wrath  brought  on  us  by 
Ac^am's  fall,  and  dies  the  death  denounced  on 
Adam's  fin.  In  this  bufinefs  the  devil  will  be 
bufy,  and  makes  better  hafte  than  good  ijpeed; 
/  and  of  the  wifeft  of  all  fcrpents  he  becomes  the 
greateft  fool.  He  gains  both  Jew  and  Gentile  to 
aifift  him  againft  the  Son  of  God,  and  works  in 
■  '  them 
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them  all  to  confpirc  his  death,  the  death  of  tb^ 
crofs.    And  here  the  devil  falls  ii\  his  owq  piti^ 
the  mod  artful  fowler  is  taken  in  his  own  ihare. 
and  all  his  violfsnt  dealings  return  on  his  own  pate. 
To  the  crofs  the  Saviour  nails  the  law  of  death  ^ 
upon  the  crofs  he  takes  away  the  fting  of  death  i 
9ndj  by  redeeming  man>  he  through:  death  deftroys 
(as  a  ufurper)  him  that  had  the  power  of  death, 
that  is,  the  devil.    On  the  third  day  he  nies/rom 
Che  dead  j  righteoufnefs  looks  down  from  heaven, 
well  pleafed,  and  truth  fprings  out  of  the  earth  in 
eternal  triumph ;    to  heaven  he  reafcends, .  |ord 
both  of  the  dead  and  of  the  living,  and  b^rs  the 
keys  both  of  hell  and  of  death;  ancl,  upqn  taking 
his  throne  as  king  mediator,  he  receives  and  fends, 
fordi  his  moft  holy  Spirit  of  promife  to  blot  out 
the  inuige  of  the  earthly  Adam,  and  to  reinftamp 
his  own,  confiding  of  glorious  light,  right^ulbefsj 
bve,  holineis,  and  Ipiritual  knowlec^ ;  and  to  let 
up  an  empire  of  grace,  fupported,  ordained,  andl  > 
eftablilhed,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which,  prefcfves 
this  image,  and  fupports  this  empire  for  evermore. 
Thus  is  all  the  ele£b  reftored  and  reinftated  io 
God*s  love,  and  in  the  image  of  the  iecpnd  Adam; 
while  the  devil  and  his  angels  (togetl^r  with  all 
the  feed  of  the  ierpent,  who  ha;e  the  church  and 
her  feed),,  are  left  in  the  chains  of  fin^  and  under 
the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  dominipn  of  endlefs 
death* 

"  *  m 
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Nothing  pf  Satan's  ufurped  dominion  remainf 
in  theekftof  God  l?ut  the.  body  of  .death,  the 
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«ffd  ibiin.  This  remains  to  magnify  the  gradib  of 
God,  to  ke^  the  faints  watchful,  humble,  and  dili* 
gent,  and  to  make  the  glories  of  another  world 
appeir  an  eternal  weight.  At  death  the  old  maii 
is  removed';  at  thte  tefurreftion  mortality,  dorrup- 
tibn^  and  dekth,  are  {wallowed  up;  the  devil  and 
Kus  adherents  judged  and  dan^ied,  a  new  heaven 
and  a  new  earth  appear,  in  which  righteous  per- 
ibns  fliall  dwell ;  and  this  will  be  the  deilrufltoil 
of  the  devil  and  aH  his  works.  Thus  have  I 
ihewed  the  neW  head  of  the  church  Chrift  Jefus, 
4yho  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels  for 
Oie  filtering  death,  now  crowned  with  glory  and 
honour,  God  having  put  more  abundant  honour 
Upon  that  part  that  lacked.  But  diis  glorious  Head 
muft  be  loved,  honoured,  adored,  and  always  up-» 
))ermoft  ih  the  heart  and  affections  of  his  tkints. 
'  Another  piart  which  much  lacked  is  the  hearty 
whith  is  thie  ftrong  man's  palace,  a  (Atn  of  di^- 
^6ns,  a  cii^  'of  unclean  birds ;  from  whence  evil 
dibughtS)  ifhefts,  bhifpheniies,  adultery,  fornication, 
covetou(hcft,  enmity,  malice,  rebeAton^  infidelity, 
iuid  every  other  evil,  procecfd.  But  abundant  honour 
is  put  upon  this:  Chrifi  dwells  in  iBe  htmrt  iyfaiih. 
With  the*  heart  man  believes  unto  righteouinefi. 
The  heart  is  tirtunxcifed  to  love  God.  Here  the 
laws  of  God  are  written  i  and  here  the  fear  crf'Gdd, 
the  word 'of  God,  and  the  grace  of  God,  are  put; 
yea,  God  dwells  with  the  broken  and  contritt 
beart,  Afi  which  is  abundant  honour;  and  it  is 
put  upon  that  prt  whifh  li^dked,    Npt&ing  can 

be 
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bea:grcBteriionQttrto.a|>por  finqcr  th^A  i^r  oC 
wdopdotu  To  be  n  fpn  of  Qod*  ivlMt  ca^  .«f||ii9 
op  to  it  I  jA«<,  ;»r<iiir0  ym  cite  JifiSy  <Qt4.fffi^Jif,t 
forth  the  Sfkit  of  Ins.  Smwtp  -jfiwt  A<yw^  ffytnf^^ 
jtbbtty  Father: .  Hcit  »!%bf  $pMt  oC  %d.ip  ^ 
heart,  claiming  in  m:%hii^hofl9f»^  a^^pa^pt  aii4 
teariDg  fais  .ii6tol:(s  to  ctte  truth  oC  -ji.  Upw 
this  abandant'honolsr  tft  given  to  {hat  pait  v(M((4| 
lacked. 

no  diirifion  or  fi^arauon.  Aad  tho^  wbf^  am 
united  in  heart  to  Chrif^  and  mfidp  itof  ffifig^ 
with  him,  and  who  knoMr  dChe  plagne  of  their  o^n 
bearty  and  whoTe  hearts  have  been  n^e  br^lMll 
and  contxtoci  itf  whofe  hea^.Chiift  the  heft  «C 
glory  b  formed;  and  who  are  of  one  judgment  ja 
Ihe  trutb;  wlio  are  of  one  heart  and  out  foulj 
who  are  cemented  together  with  tnoekne&9  ttyi* 
demels,  iuid  humility,  aad  faouod  up  together  to 
die  bundle  of  l¥e  with  die.Lood  their  God  i  theiri 
in  hearty  will  ckave  dofe  to  Quift  and  to  oqje  an*- 
other,  even  when  die  cfaaiF  is  falowo  away ^  tbit 
vile  l^rated  from  the  precious^  the  hcoetic  difco* 
vered,  and  the  hypocrite  baniflied  fi!OQ0  tlte  pre.^ 
fence  of  Godj  as  we  fee  by  ^  the  apo^lea  when 
;Juda&  was  gone;  ;by  the  friends  of  ]>^vid  ^licli 
Ahicbophe)  was  .made  manifefti  and  byjhe.feat 
that  fell  upon  the  churches  when  Analiiad  and 
Sapphira  wtrc-ftnt  o^t-of  the  ^world*  For  4t  to^ 
times  God  gives  n^bre  .  grace  ^  to  hU  :0Vn  d^ 
childrcq,  ^b^tbe  wseak  My >gr  1 0m  firmg^  wbea 
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Ae  towers  fall,  and  eron  after  fimning  cimei« 
which  are  fuficred  in  order  to  purge  the  floor;  at 
which  times  the  Lord  often  vifitt^  his  own  peoj^ 
with  more  of  his  pre(ence>  which  n^akes  the  union 
of  tbcf  fltidts  die  ftrotiger,  and  therr  afieftions  to  each 
Other  waxt^  WarMef^  dnd  abound, 

^at  0he  makers  JbouU  hsve  tbijme  csre  me  fir 
0nMeri  a.  conccrh  for  each  othei^sIwoUhre,  bear^ 
ing  a  part  of  their  burdens  when  in  .trouble^  and 
Aiaring  clieir  joys  when  in  profperitjr.  If  one 
fuflfers,  all  the  members  fufier  with  it; 
if  ohe  member  be  honoured^  all  the  members 
rejoice  with  iu  Souls  bound  together  in  the 
tiireefold  cord  of  everlafting  love»  live  in  concord* 
|U)d  move  in  concert  $  and  if  one  is  in.  affliftion 
s|ie  Spirit  will  touch  the  hearts  of  the  rett  to  put 
up  their  prayers  fyr  it,  and  mingle  tboir  (ympathy 
wkh  him  J  and  when  God  comforts  Ephmim,  be 
eom^rts  his  mourners  ahb,  Daniel  jis  ii^  danger 
of  being  (lain  with  the  wife  men  of  Babyloni  and 
he  requefts  his  three  friends  to  affift  him  in  defirr 
ing  mercy  of  the  God  of  heaven  concecmng  the 
iecret  of  the  king's  dream*  The  three  friends  of 
D^iel  get  into  the  furnace;  Daniel  is  ou^  that 
he  may  pray  for  diem*  Daniel  goes  into  the 
lions'  den  $  the  three  friends  are  out  to  pray  for 
fAm^  P^ter  gets  into  prifon;  prayer  by  the 
church  is  made  to  God  without  cegfing  for  him* 
Pectr  is  let  out;  and  they  open  pot  the  door  Ibr 
joy  at  the  fight  of  him.  B^old,  bow  g$o4  and 
kcw  fkifant  it  is  fir  irtAfM  M  dwM  tog^ibcr  i^ 
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wiity!  It  is  like  th^  mtment  upM  the  bead,  weft 
AaratCs  head^  thai  ran  down  to,  his  beards  and  went 
to  the  jkirts  of  his  clothing ;  it  is  like  the  dew  ^ 
Hermon^  on  the  mountain  of  Zlon  i  where  G^  eom^ 
mandedtbe  hUffing^  even  Ufefv  evermore. 


*       p 


>    .  : 
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VI. 


THI    WONDBSFUt    CLXMAX,    OK^    THB   eHAIII   OF 

HBAV£N   AND   BA&JH, 

jinJ  U  JbaU  came  to  pafs  in  thai  daj^  1  rviJl  kear^ 

Jaiib  the  Lard%  I  mil  bear  the  biovens^  and  tbif 

Jhall  btar  the  earib  i  and  tbe  eartb  JbaU  hear  the 

eern,  and  the  wine,  and  tbe  ail^,  and  the;  JbaU 

hear  Jeasreeh    Hofea  ii.  ZU  22. 


Thb  day  here  fpokea  of  does  not  appear  to  one 
to  be  the  time  of  Chrift*s  appearing,  when  the  day* 
fpring  from  on  high  vificed  us,  to  guide  our  feet 
into  the  way  of  peace.  The  ten  tribes  were  then 
in  captivity;  and  where  they  now  are^  ieems  to 
be  a  myftcQr. 

Nor^  is  the  day  here  fpoken  of  the  day  in  which 
the  gofpel  was  publifhed  to  die  Gentiles^  when  the 
apofHes  became  a  tabernacle  far  tbe  Jun  %  which  is 
as  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of  bis  chamber^  and  re^ 
joiceth  as  a  Jirong  man  to  run  a  race%  when  their  line 
went  out  through  all  tbe  earth,  dnd  their  words  /# 
tbe  end  of  the  world.  Pfalm  xix.  ^  $.  Rom.  x.  1 8  • 
The  day  fpoken  of  in  my  text  is  yet  to  come. 
3  For 
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For  although  fomc  few  of  the  ten  tribes  might  be 
gftthefred  in  when  the  gofpel  was  preached  in  and 
about  the  countries  where  the  ten  tribes  wcnc  fcat- 
fered,  ^nd  a  church  ele<Sbed  together  Was  founded, 
even  in  Babylon,  i  Peter  v.  i j  j  ytt>  as  a  bodf , 
they  b^ve  hot  been  reftored  to  the  favour  of  Gbd 
by  the  gofpel ;  nor  will  they  be  until  the  fulneft 
of  the  Gentiles  comes  in,  Then  /aid  God,  Call  *». 
name  Lo^mmi ;  f$r  ye  are  not  wy  fetfle\  and  I  wUl 
not  be  your  God.  Tet  the  number  of  the  children  af 
IJraelJball  be  as  the /and  of  ibe/ea,  ftfbieb  cannot  be 

•  *  • 

meafured  ncr  numbered:  and  it  jball  come  to  fiffi^ 
that  in  the  place  where  it  was  /aid  unto  them^  Te  art 
not  my  fecpte^  there  itjhall  he  f aid  unto  ^them^  Ye  art 
the  Jons  t>f  the  living  God.  ThenJhaU  the  children  tf 
Judah  and  the  children  of  Ifrael  be  ^athtred  together ^ 
and  appoint  tbemfehes  one  head,  and  they  Jball  const 
up  out  of  the  land:  for  p^eatjhall  be  the  "day  of  Je»^ 
reel.  Hofca  i.  9 — 1 1 .  Here  SVe  have  the  rejeftibh 
of  Ifrael  with  a  Lo-ammi  put  upon  them,  which 
ftill  continues ;  next  we  have  the  adaption  of  tlifc 
Gentiles,  formerly  fiot  a  people,  but  now  the  f6ns 
of  the  living  God ;  and,  when  the  fulneft  of  the 
Gentiles  be  come  in,  then  the  Deliverer  gofes  forth 
out  of  Zibn,  and  turns  ungodlineft  from  Jacob; 
and  fo  Ifrael  is  faved  at  laft.  And  to  this  agrees 
Ifeiah  r  ,^d  in  that  day  there  Jhall  be  a  root  of  Jejfe^ 
^hicb  Jball  Jiand  for  an  enjipi  <f  the  people  5  to  it 
fbatl  the  Gentiksjeek :  and  his  reft  Jball  be  glorious. 
/M  It  JbaU  come  to  pafs  in  that  day^  that  the  Lard 
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Jb4ll  fii  bis  hMd  again  ibe  /n^d  iimi  to  rtcwffr  the 
Mnmmt  of  hit  po4pU  thatjball  be  kfu  from  4Bj^'^t  ^^ 
from  Egypt^  and  from  Patbros^  akd  from  Cufh^  and 
from  EJam^  amdfrom  Sbinar^  and  from  Uamath^  and 
frem  the  ifiands  of  tbejea.  Andbefballjetupaneiifign 
for  the  nations y  andfball  ajfembk  the  outeafts  oflJraeU 
and  gather  together  tho  difjjirfcd  of  Judab  from  the 
fmr  corners  of  the  earth.  Ifaiah  xi.  lo — 19.  Ac 
thi^  time,  fays  Hofea,  the  chUdren  of  Judah  and 
of  Ifrael  (hall  be  gathered  together^  aod  appoint 
themielves  one  head ;  that  \&y  they  (hall  both 
unite,  and  embrace  Chrift  Jefus  and  his  gofpel. 
/  the  Lord  mil  be  their  God,  and  my  fervant  David 
a  prince  amof^  them:  I  the  Lord  have  fpoken  it. 
£zek»  xxxxr.  24.  Under  this  head  they  fhall  re- 
turn to  their  own  country;  chey  Ihall  come  up  out 
of  the  land ;  for  great  JbaU  ie  the  day  of  JezreeL 
This  great  day  is  the  day  fpoken  of  in  my  text,  in 
the  which  /  wiU  bear^  faith  the  Lord. 

J  xmll  bear  the  heavens.  The  heavens  are  to  in- 
tercede for  Jezreel  whenever  thb  great  day  comes. 
And  by  the  heavens  being  heard  we  are  to  under- 
ilafid  th^  interceiCon  of  Chrift ;  the  Holy  of  ho- 
lies, eternal  in  the  heavens,  is  his  fan<Eluary  %  into 
the  moft  holy  place  he  entered  with  his  own 
blood  i  and  there  to  this  day  his  facrificc  and  iatis- 
£i6lion  abide  a  fweet  fniclling  favour  to  God. 
And  it  is  with  the  abundance  of  his  .grace,  and 
with  the  fwect  favour  of  his  grand  oblations,  that 
all  pur  prayers  are  perfumed  to  this  d^y,  if  they 
%V^x^  ^ce4id  with  acceptance  to  God. 

Moreover^ 


C    77    ) 

Moreover^  as  Chrift,  in  the  days  of  hi$  flcih, 
prayed  for  all  his  eleft,  fo  his  prayers  muft  be 
anfwered  for  them  all.  Neither  fray  I  fin*  tbefi 
idone,  but  fir  tbem  aljo  which  jball  hiieue  m  me 
through  thnr  wordi  that  they  all  ma;  heme;  as  thou^ 
Father^  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  a^o  may 
he  one  in  us.  John  xvii.  20,  ai.  The  many  pro- 
mifes  that  are  madfe  to  Cbrift  and  his  feed  are  all 
yea  and  amen  in  him;  and  therefore  muft  be  ful* 
filled.  The  petitions  put  up  by  our  High  Prieft 
in  behalf  of  all  his  ele&  muft  be  heard  and  an* 
fwcred  The  facrifice  ofiered^  the  fatisfaAion 
made  on  their  account,  and  the  ranfom-price  paid 
down  for  them,  the  whole  of  which  being  now  in 
the  pr eience  of  God  for  u^,  demands  and  calls  for 
the  eternal  falvation  of  all  the  fheep,  whether  Jews 
or  Gentilesi  and  that  on  the  footing  of  truth  and 
holinels,  law  and  juftice.  And  to  this  God  pro^ 
mifes  the  ftrideft  attention,  and  enforces  it  with  a 
repetition,  /  will  hear,  faith  the  Lord,  I  will  hear 
the  heavens. 

a.  The  heavens  are  in  the  plural.  And  by  thde» 
in  the  next  place,  we  are  to  underftand  the  church, 
which  is  often  fo  called,  our  high  birth,  dodrine, 
and  worlhip,  being  all  from  above.  Hence  the 
gofpel  church  is  called  a  wonder  in  heaven.  Rev. 
xii:  I.  The  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  is  fct  forth  by 
an  angel  flying  in  the  midft  of  heaven,  and  preach- 
ing as  he  flies ;  and  yet  he  preaches  it  to  them  that 
dwell  oh  the  earth.    R«v.  xiv,  6.    The  great  red 

dragon. 
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dnigpn^  Viih  tfs  ^vcq  he«d;  wd  oen  horm»  1$  Cllted 
«  ttTM^r  Mr  i^4rc^,  Rcv.xii.i3*  In  all/vbicli 
pla^s  the  go^  cJKurCh.  is  qneai^t  Now  thU  is  QHf^ 
(>f  the  heavens  that  is  to  pray  for  Jezreel  wbenevfrr 
ber  dsiy  conies  on.  And  this  will  i)e  th?  bouadeit 
4ut]r  of  the  Gentile  church  i  for  (h^  JcwUb  church 
prayed  f  i|t>licly  for  the  Gentiles  fitun  qg?  to  ^, 
]Sven  Ifoafa  bfougiit  ip  J^pb^th  in  his  predictions  i 
Itfoies  tdls  the  Gentiles  to  rejoice  W^th  God's  peo* 
pie  i  Splomoo  puts  yp  bis  prayer  for  us  ( i  Kingy^ 
yiii,  41 — ^43)  I  and  thf  Jewifh  church  pr^ya  fftr 
)ier  little  lifter  ths^t  had  no  breaf^,  and  proaiifes 
(o  preach  to  her,  and  to  bpild  her  up»  as  fbo^  as 
^e  Me(fi«h  (hould  fend  put  orders  to  call  her 
(SpQg  viii«  8>  9)>  which  Hhe  LQl-d  did  (Matt,  sviii. 
Ifl)  f  aod  wHich  promife  d^  Jews  fulfi)lpd  vl^ei^ 
^ley  Ifot  t^ir  minifters  to  the  Gentiles^  and  J^re 
tbisir  chdrgps  themfehres  i  for  bis  n^m$^s  Jake  tbej 
fPWifortby  taking  nothing  of  the  GtniiUs.  3  John  ^. 
Now  t\^  Jews  ^e  to  be  prayied  for,  when  this  great 
day  comes  on,  -  by  the  Gentiles ;  for  out  of  Gen- 
tile  ^loa  deliverance  is  to  go  to  Jacob  i.  and  the 
xnercy  of  Chrift  is  to  go  to  them  through  the 
mercy  of  the  Ge^itiles,  For  as  yfi  in  times  pa^ba^ 
Mff  bilifu^  Gq^i  y^  ^W^  90IV  oktaimd  mercy  tbrcugb 
fbiit  uffhtief:  i^mjo  have  tbeje  dfo  now  not  kelievedy 
ibat  tbrougb  your  mercy  tb^  alfo  m^  oktain  jmrcy. 
Rom*  ^i«  JO,  3 1 «  And  when  this  great  day  of 
Jeai^el  comes,  and  the  Gentile  church  has  her 
\^yifM  of  i)ncrcy  ftirred  up  in  behalf  of  the  Jews, 

then    ^ 
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that  &a&  Ac  Jews,  wh0  ftriik  carried  the  go^l  to^ 
tbie:  Gicntilesi  coiw  to  the  Geotiic$  toTeoeive  the 
goQpd  buk  again.  JB^id!^,  /  ^M  maii  than  <f  tb* 
Jynagt^e  t^  SaSsm  (wbiAjay  then  are  Jewr^  ofd  m^ 
m,  but  4^  li$)j  iibMi,  I  wiU  mahi  $bem  ip  ame  4md 
%o0rjbip  h^e  thffjUt^  ^md  t0  hfpw  $bai  Ibasi^  Im^ 
thu.  Rev.  iii.  9.  But  "we  muft  delccnd  t^ren 
times  more  before  this  g-eat  dajr  of  Jezr^d  aod  hec 
cry  comes  ops  for  fb  fays  my  text,  /  ^iU  hior^ 
Jmth  the  Lotdj  I  will  bior  tbe  beavtns* 

And  Aey  Jbail  bear  tbe  sartb^  &c.  By  the  eaith 
is  meant  God's  eleft  xincallcdy  unconverttd^  in 
their  deadi  carnal,  earthly-minded  ftace^  being  by 
fin  earthly ^finJndydiviUfli.  Now  this  heap  of  earth 
is  to  cry,  and  the  heavens  are  to  hear  the  erf  of 
the  earth.  But  will  fuch  a  dead  lump  of  earth  wA 
fin  ever  cry  to  the  heavena  for  help?  Noi  thry 
will  not  till  they  are  compeUed^and  unlefs  God  fmite 
them,  and  quicken  them  to  &el  theftroks;  and 
this  he  promifes  fivaU  be  done  by  the  King  ^ 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  \  and^  if  cqount  Sioai 
trembled  at  the  voice  of  God,  it  is  no  Wonder  if 
this  aoin)&ted  clay  ihoukl  cry  uiider  his  alarming 
i^rcdcci  fwbeJbaUJmtetbi  eartbwkbtbe  redofbit 
mutb,  and  wiib  tbe  breatb  rfbisliftfiuiU  kefiau  ike 
vncked.  Ifaiah  xi*  4,.  The  perfon  thai  is  to  fcUtiia 
the  earth  is  the  King  of  iaints ;  thp  rod  is  ,^ 
^eeptre,  the^^^el,  which  is  the  minjilr^oii  ^  die 
Spirit^  hia  word  is  ^rit,  and  it  is  life,  With  this 
ax)d  of  Jiis  m(>uth  the  earth  is  to  be  fmitijcn^  repr^ Vjed# 

rd?ukcd| 
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Rebuked,  fbourged,  and  cimftened  i  -  and  to  thefe  tc 
is  riic  fzYont  of  life  unto  life  i  but  to  the  unbe« 
Keying  and  uncked  it  is  the  favour  of  death  unto 
death;  with  the  hreatb  of  bis  Ups  be  fidU  JUtf  tbe 
wUhJ.  '  The  earth  being  fmitten  is  to  ciy.  This 
may  be  fecn  m  Peter's  audience;  they  being 
finitten^  and  the  force  of  truth  reaching  the  heart, 
they  cried  out^  J^g  ^^o  Peter^  and  tbe  reft  of  tbe 
0tfoftUs^  Mtn  and bretbren^  wbatfi)aUwe  do?  A£b 
^i«  37*  '^^^  P^^oi*  jftilori  when  he  was  finittenj 
cries  alfoi  faying,  Sirs^  ivbat  mufti  do  to  be/avedf 
AAs  zvi.  30*  You  fee  what  is  meant  by  fmiting 
the  earth ;  and  you  have  heard  the  cry  of  die  earth 
when  it  is  fmitten.  And  here  I  muft  drop  a  few 
thoughts  which  have  juft  come  flying  into  my 
heiBul.  A  little  before  this  cry  was  made  Chrift 
was'  praying  to  the  Father,  and  he  was  anfwering 
him  by  a  voice  from  heaven.  Soon  after  that  the 
apoftles  were  praying  that  figns  and  wonders  might 
be  done  by  the  name  of  the  holy  child  Jefus.  And 
here  is  the  earth  crying  out  to  the  apoftles.  Men 
and bretbren^  wbat  muft  we  do?  Sirs,  what  muft  I 
do  to  befaved?  Now  my  text  fays  tbat  tbe  beavens 
fisiU  bear  tbe  eartb\  and  ib  they  do.    As  foon  as 

1 

Ae  earth  cried  out  the  heavens  heard  and  anfweredr 
JMtftv  on  tbe^  Lord  Jefus  Qmft  for  tbe  remifion  of 
fms^  and  you  ft>aU  receive  tbe  Hofy  Gbtfi  as  well  ofi 
we  I  for  tbe  promife  is  to  you,  &c.  Believe  on  tbe 
Lord  Jefus  Cbrift,  fays  Paul,  andtbouft>idt  befaved; 
and  all  tby  boufe^  and  be  rejoiced ,  beUeving  in  God 

mitb 
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*bili  ail' bis  bsufe.  Thus  God  hears  theapoftle^, 
ztiA  the  apofUes  hear  the  poor  finnefs  crying  out  o^ 
the  duft.  There  :is  one  obfenration  in  my  text 
which  I  would  by  no  means  orerlook.  There  is 
no  fort  or  clafs  of  men  under  heaven  that  feel  their 
need  fo  deeply  as  poor  Utnd  finners,  when  firft 
Imitten  and  wouhded  by  the'  word ;  and  there  is 
no  fort  of  men  that  cry;  in  all  my  text,  that  have  fo 
many  attending  to  the  voice  of  fupplication  as  that 
of  the  earth.  All  and  every  thing  of  God  that  has 
a  voice,  muft*  attend  when  the  earth  begins  to  cry. 
God  makes  the  moft  provifion  for  them  that  arc 
ready  to  pertfli.  God  hears  the  heavens ;  that  cry 
comes  from  two  quarters;  but  the  cry  of  the  earth 
has  no  kfs  than  five  different  voices  anfwering  to 
it;  for  ib  fays  my  text,  ^^Tbe  heavens  JbaS  bear  the 
earihi  end  the  earth  fiitt  hear  the.com^  ihe  wine,  and 
the  oiL  The  high  prieifl:,  the  church,  the  corn, 
wine,  and  oil,  are  all  to  heai*  the  earth's  cry.  But 
dicn  what  voices  can  come  from  com,  wine,  and 
oil?  • 

The  com  moft  certainly  has  a  voice.  The 
death  and  refurredion  of  Chrift  is  compared  to 
corn  fown,  and  fpringing  up  with  much  fruit. 
Verify^  verifyi  I  Jay  unto  youy  Except  a  c»ht  of  wbeai 
fail  int(^  the  grmmd  and  dity  it  ahidetb  alone :  but  if  if 
diii  it  iringetb  forth  wuib fruit.    John  zit.  24. 

a.  By  cam  is  meant  the  word  of  God,  eipe« 
dally  the  promifes,  which  are  the  words  of  life. 
TbmJbgU  n9t  wtxxle  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the  com. 

G  That 
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Th*t  (lays  Paul)  hj^okm  ftr  our  faikes  no  dmhl. 
^reading  out  the  corn  is  explaining  tfale  ward  of 
God.  Dcut.  XXV.  4.  1  Cor.  ix.  9.  CrniJhaU  mak$ 
^be.  ymng  mm  cbc$rfuff  af$d  nfu^f  wine  the  maids. 
Zech*  ix.  17. 

3.  The  children  of  Gpd  are  compared  to  wheat, 
and  the  children  of  the  wicked  one  to  ures^  in  our 
ford's  parable.     And  again :  iw-^  Zp,  1  fviU  ami* 
mandj  and  I  will^t  the  boufe  rf  1/rael  anfong  all  na- 
iiaus^  lih  as  com  is  Jified  if/i  afiev4y  jet  Jhall  noi,  the 
lea/i  piain  fali  upon  the  earti^.    Amps  ix*  9^    The 
death  of  Chrift  has  an  attrading  voic^  to  poor 
finners.   Jnd  I^  iflbeltfud  ^%  will  draw  all  mm^ 
utUc  me.     The  promifei  are  God's  alluring  voice 
to  fenfible  foulsgr  who  feel  thenr  need  of  mercy ^ 
Nor  is  there  any  date  tli^t  the  ele£t  of  God  can  be 
in,  unto  whom  thepromifes  of  God  are  fo  innuoEier* 
able,  and  to  whom  J^ty  fpeak  fo  fw^edy  endear- 
ing and  encouraging,  a^  to  awakened  fini^rSj  who 
tremble  at  the  law^  and  are  bo^h  poor  and  needy. 
7be  fromije  is  to  you^  fays  Peter ;  and  Paul  brings. 
forth  the  promifes  made  to  th^  Gentiles  in  lus.  mi- 
niilry:  And  when  the  Gentiles  bford  it^  tbef  were^ 
glad,^  and  glorified  the  zv&rd  of  the  Lord.    Adss  xiii. 
47,48.    Every  true  believer  ip  Ghrift,  whether 
weak  or  ftrong,  has  an  ea^r  to  attend  V>  thQ  voice 
of  awaken^d^  f^pners.    J^  (^9  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^ims» 
faying  unto^  bimp  B4,  ^  go^d  epn^i^riy  rife  i  be  collet b 
tbee.   Mark  x.  49,    Ai)d  xhl^s  the  cruciR;ijk>n  oC 
Chii^l,  the  promifes  of  Iife>  and  eyery  Jiyii)g:^iati 

6  have 
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Kave  a:  voice  of  good  news  to  the  poor  awakened 
finner/  Therefore  let  the.  e^iTth  hear  the  voice  of 
the  corli.    - 

11.  The  tarib  is  to  bear  tbe  mm.  To  wine  the 
cleanfing  blood  of  Chrifl;  is  compared  i  and  it  is 
fet  forth  by  this  emblem  in  the  Lord's  fupper,  and 
was  by  the  Lord  himfclf^  who  fays,  My  blodd  is 
drink  indeed.  Aad  there  is  a  voice  in  this;  and 
it  is  called  ibe  bhod  of  fprinkling,  ibat  /peafeth 
better  tbings  tban  tbat  of  Abel.  Heb.  xii.  !24.  It 
fpeaks  pardon  and  cleanfing^  reconciliation  and 
fnendihip  with  the  Lord^  the  abundance  of  peace 
an^  commxinion  with  God  through  ChriiL  Add  no 
Ypice  {o  fuitable  as  this  to  a  convinced  and  con* 
yi£led  (inner,  when  firft  awakened ;  and  with  this 
voice  the  apoftles  went  forth.  And  tbat  repentMCi 
emd  remiffion  (fjins  Jboidd  be  f  reached  in  bis  name 
among  aU  nations^  beginning  at  Jerufalem.  L^ike 
xxiv.  47.  Let  the  earth  bear  the  voice  of  the  wine. 

Again :  by  wine  we  are  to  underftand  the  k>ve 
of  God  in  Cfariil  Jefus.  This  is  wine  on  the  lees 
well  refined.  Let  him  hfs  me  with  tbe  ki/fes  pf  bit 
mouth :  for  thy  love  is  better  tban  wine.  Song;  i.  2i 
Now  my  text  fays,  that  beJhaUJimte  tbe  earth  mtb 
tbe  rod  of  his  enoulb ;  and  it  is  moft  certain  tha< 
there  ii  a  voice  that  attends  the  rod.  Hedr  ye  tbi 
rodf  and  who  both  appointed  iti  Micah  vi.  9.  The 
wine  hath  her  iirft  voice  to  us  in  the  rod.  As  inatef 
4s  Hove  [there  is  the  wine]^  /  rebuke  and  cbajhni 
be  malous,  tbertfore^  andrepeni.    Ret;  iu*  19. 

O  a  3;  Th« 
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J.  The  oil  alfo  has  a  voice  to  the  earth.  And 
by  oil  we  are  t6  underftand  the  Holy  Ghofti  for 
with  this  oil  of  gladne(s  was  Chrift  anointed  above 
all  his  fellows ;  and  the  Spirit  fpeaks  an  invitation 
to  all  that  feel  their  need*  The  Spirit  and  the  bride 
Jay^  Comi.  Yea,  the  Spirit  is  held  forth  to  all  that 
Chrift  fmites.  Turn  you  ai  my  reproof  \  heboid^  I  will 
pour  out  my  Spirit  unto  you.  Prov,  i.  23.  Again : 
by  oil  we  are  to  underftand  joy  -,  for  Chrift  gives 
us  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning.  Now  the  oil  of 
joy  has  a  voice;  it  has  a  voice  to  all  mourners;  for 
they  that  mourn  ihall  be  comforted.  In  tbe  day  of 
adverfity  confider ;  but  in  tbe  day  of  prosperity  be  joy^ 
fid:  Cod  bos  Jet  tbe  one  over  againft  tbe  other. 
Eccles.  vii.  14,  The  voice  of  joy  and  comfort 
always  fpeaks  to  the  afflifVed ;  he  fliall  comfort  all 
that  mourn.  As  ye  are  partakers  of  tbejufferings,  Jo 
fhaUye  be  alfo  of  tbe  confolations.  2  Con  i.  7,  And, 
laft  of  all, 

Thefe,  all  thefc,  are  to  hear  the  voice  of  Jezrcel, 
whenever  Jezrcers  great  day  Ihall  come  on.  God 
himfclf  will  hear  her  in  time  to  come.  For,  as 
touching  tbe  eleSion,  tbey  are  beloved  for  the  fathers 
fake.  Rom.  xi.  28.  Chrift  will  hear  Jecreel  when 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  is  come  in.  ForJerufaUm 
fball  be  trodden  down  of  tbe  Gentiles  until  the  times 
of  the  Gentiles  be  fulfilled i  but  no  longer.  JLuke 
rxxx.  -24.  Then  the  Jews  fball  Jerve  tbe  Lord,  and 
David  their  king,  whom  I  will  raife  up  unto  them* 
Jer.  xu.  9.    The  Gentile  church  ihall  hear  Jezred 

cry, 
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ciy,  and  fie  Jhdl  obtain  mercy  through  their  mercy. 
Yea»  the  cornj  the  wine,  and  the  oil,  (hall  hear 
the  cry  of  Jczrccl.  What  a  day  miift  that  be  with 
the  Jews  when  the  Mefliah,  whom  their  fathers 
reje£led  and  murdered^  and  whom  their  pofterity 
ever  fincc  have  deipifed  and  blafphemed;  when 
thefe  come  to  unite  together,  and  to  appoint  by 
choice  this  covenant  Hes^  over  them ;  when  they 
join  with  the  Gentiles  in  ferving  the  Lord,  and 
David  their  king,  whom  God  will  reveal  to  them ; 
and  that  fame  Saviour,  that  has  been  loaded  with 
ib  many  blafphemies  by  them,  (hair  with  one  heart 
receive  him  as  the  moft  bleiTed  and  only  Saviour 
of  them.  And  fure  I  am  they  (hall  never  fee  the 
Lord  Jefus  as  he  is,  nor  (hall  they  embrace  him 
as  their  Meffiah,  until  this  time  comes,  and  they 
are  prepared  to  heap  ten  thoufand  bleffings  on  him. 
Behold^  your  bouje  is  left  unto  you  dejolate.  For  I  fay 
unto  you^  Te  fhall  not  fee  me  henceforth^  till  ye  fball 
fay^  Blejfed  is  be  that  cometb  in  the,  name  tf  the  Lord. 
Matt,  xxiii.  38, 39.  Hence  I  conclude^  that  the 
voice  of  God  in  his  covenant,  the  voice  of  Chrift 
in  the  promifes,  the  voice  of  faints  in  their  prayers^ 
the  voice  of  the  atonement,  and  the  voice  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  will  all  attend  to  the  cr^,  and  fpeaH 
to  the  comfort  of  Jezreel. 


fi  3         »  THE 
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VII. 

TH^  WISE  PUPIL,  AND  HIS  POMESTIC  TUTQRf 

fbe  heart  cf  the  wife  teachetb  bis  mepby  and  dddetb 
learmng  tp  bis  Hps.    Proy,  xvi,  23. 


For  method's  fakc>  and  to  tnfoim  mf  reader's 
judgmenc,  and  to  aflill  his  memory^  t  will  lay 
down  my  intended  plan  of  operation  in  the  fol* 
lowing  manner,  and  execute  it  un^cr  the  following 
heads. 
I.  Treat  of  this  man^s  wifdom ;  the  betfri  of  the 

wife. 

'  11.  What  we  are  to  underftand  by  the  heart  1 

for  it  18  his  heart  that  teacheth  his  moi|th» 

II L  Who  it  is  that  ftrniflies  this  man's  heart 
^ith  all  this  wifdom^  and  thefe  mighty  works. 
And, 

IV.  The  progrefi  that  he  makes  in  learning ; 
his  heart  not  only  teacheth  his  nK>uth»  but  add$ 
learning  to  his  lips. 

Firft,  I  have  treated  largely  of  the  wiidom  of  the 
wife  in  this  little  work  before ;  but,  as  that  fubjeft 
\s  copious,  niuch  more  may  be  iaid  upon  it. 

It  lays  principally  in  thefe  four  things : 

I.  In 
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I.  In  the  divine  inftrudion  t/lnqh  is  gii^n  06 
the  foul  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  all  grace  when  hs 
condefdends  to  regenerate  and  renew  the  ibul^  and 
to  lead  it  into  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Chrift  The 
mjdomthatis  fr^  aiirw  isfirjifurt^  thm  pt^uahU^ 
gentit^  andtqfy  to  he  entrtatid^  fuU  tf  merty  and  go^ 
Jmis,  wHb$ut  fatiiality^  Mi  tukbout  byfocrij^^ 
Aid  ibefruii  of  rigbfioti/kefi  Ufam  in  fcAce  if  ihm 
tbst  make  peace^    James  iii.  ty,  i8. 

1 .  That  the  Holy  Spirit  and  his  grace  are  iheanc 
in  die  above  paflagCy  appdird  plain9  by  its  being  firft 
pure*  God  Q>rihkl^  clean  water  upon  ii9>  which  i% 
his  Spirit^  in  order  to  purify  tis;  and  tb^  cleanfe  u$ 
from  all  our  filthinefs,  and  from  all  (Kir  idols. 

2.  The  Spirit  ceftifies  of  Chrifl  as  eur  peace* 
makers  and  l>ne  f^uit  of  the  Spirit  himfelf  is  peaces 
for  he  filk  us  with  joy  and  pette  in  b^^eving. 

3*  Gentle.  It  is  tnder  die  Spirit's  humiliating 
and  meeketiing  c^ratio)is  th^t  thi  turbulent  foul 
is  tamed  and  made  traftabie,  The  -^off  dfi 
JhaU  dveeH  wkb  ibe  iambj  and  tbe  kbpard  ^^ 
dotifH  wiib^  tbe  Iddy  andihk  xeif  hid  tbe young  lion  and 
fbe  fatHng  togeiber^  ind  a  Mh  xbild  fiiall  lead  tbem. 
liaiah  xi,  6.  .^    i  -  '     . 

4.  This  wi^om  diat  b  from  above  is  eafy  to  ie 
entreated^  but  cannot  be  driven ;  as  may  be  ieen  in 
die  prophet  Elijah,  who  had  much  of  the  fpirft  of 
pewer  upon  him.  t^r^  wheh  king  Ahaziah  fent 
a  captaih  of  fifty  With  hli  fifty  to  the  prophet  with 
this  meflftgc,  thou  man  of  God^  tbe  ting  batb/aid^ 

G  4  Comt 
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Cemi  down,  Elijah  anfwered  and  faid  to  die  captain 

of  fifty^  If  1  he  a  man  of  God,  tbem  lei  fixe  comi 

down  from  heaven  and  confume  thee  and  thyffiy\  and 

there  came  down  fire  from  bcamn  and  cofifumed  Km 

and  his  fifty.    Again  alfo  hefent  unta  hm  another 

captain  (f  fifty  with  his  fifty  t\  and  he  anfwered  and 

faid  unto  him,  O  man  qf  Gody  thus  hath  the  Idngjaid, 

Come  down  quickly.     And  Elijab'  df^wered  and  Jmd 

unto  them.  If  I  be  a  man  of  Gp4^  let  fire  come  down 

from  keav^n  and  confume  thee  and  iby  fifty,    /bid  ike 

fire  of  God  came  down  from  heavfnand  costumed  him 

and  his  fifty  ^    And  befmt  ,agam  a  captaij^  of  the  third 

fifty  .with  his  fifty :   iinjd  the  third  captain  of  fifiy 

went  up,  and  came  and  fe^  m  bis  hees  hefore  Elijah^ 

and  befought  him,  and  faid  smto  him^  O  man  of  God, 

J  pray  thee,  let  my  life,  -and  the  life  of  ihefe  fifty  thy 

fervants^  be  precious  in  thy^ fight.    Behold,  there  came 

fire  do^n  frcm  heaven^,  and  burnt  up  the  two  captains 

of  the  forntar  fifties  ^»tk  thm,  fifties:  tbirefdre  let  my 

life  now  bje  precious  in  thy  fight* .   And  the  angel  <f  the 

Jjord  f^d  unta EUjtd?^  Go  dfiwtf  with  bim\  ke  not 

afraid  of  him.     And  hiff^^ffi  oftd^  went  doftm  with 

Ifim  unto  the  king.   2  KiAg?}  chap.  j.    By  all  which  it 

appears^  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  eafy  to  be  en* 

created,  b^  he  is  not  tp  bjC  coipoiandedj  niQch  Jef^ 

driven.  .  ,  . 

5.  This  wifdom  is  fio^  tO'  be  j%//  of  mercy  i  for 
the  fure  nc^cies  of  Dav;d^  y^^^^h  are  E?iade  fure  to 
Chriftj  who  is  of  the  keji  of  Pavid»  an4  fure  to. 
ps  ip  bini^  ar^  revcftlcd  to  ys  by  the  lioty  S{>irit  4 

hence 
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hence  it  is  faid,  that  according  to  bis  m^cy  he  faved 
us,  hy  the  wa/hing  of  regeneration^  and  renewing  of 
the  Hohf  Gkofiy  which  befhed  on  us  abundantly  tbrou^ 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Saviour.    Titus  iii.  5,  6. 

6.  This  wifdom  hfuU  of  good  fruits.  The  fruit 
ef  the  Sfirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  Img-fuffering,  gentle^ 
nefsf  goodnefs^  faith^  meeknejs^  temf&anee,  &c.  GaL  v^ 

7.  This  wifdom  is  without  partiality.  It  will 
never  juftify  the  wicked,  nor  condemn  the  juft.  It 
influences  a  man  to  love  God^  and  to  love  thole 
that  love  him.  Every  one  that  lovetb  bim  tb/it  begat^ 
lovetb  bim  alfo  that  is  begotten  of  bim.  i  John  v.  !• 
It  is  this  fpirit  of  wifdom  that  makes  a  man  a  free- 
born  citizen  of  Zion ;  and  the  charafter  of  fuch  a 
citizen  is,  that  in  bis  eyes  a  vile  perfon  is  contemned  i 
but  he  honouretb  them  that  fear  the  Lord.    Pialm 

XV.  4. 

8.  This  wifdom  is  without  hypocrijy.  It  makes 
the  heart  honeft  and  iincere ;  it  deals  not  deceit- 
fully with  God,  nor  with  man ;  nor  will  it  fufFer  a 
man  to  appear  to  be  fomething  when  he  is  no- 
thing }  nor  yet  to  lie  againji  bis  right  (Job  xxxiv.  6), 
when  the  Spirit  bears  witnefs  to  his  (bnfliip. 

II.  The  fecond  general  head  of  this  difcourfe  is, 
the  wifdom  of  divine  revelation,  efpecially  the  co- 
venant of  grace,  or  what  is  called  the  golpel.  7o 
the  intent  that  now  unto  the  principalities  and  p(fwers 
in  heavenly  places  might  be  known  by  the  church  the 
pf4mfold  wifdom  of  God.   Eph.  iii.  lo.     The  folds 

of 


bf  this  wifdom  arc  many.  They  begin  with  God's 
appointing  the  fecond  Adam  before  the  firfl.  Adam 
was  formed — By  his  fixing  his  eternal  love  upon  us  in 
Chrift  before  we  incurred  the  wrath  of  God  by. the 
dreadful  fall  of  our  firlt  head.  By  giving  us  eternal 
life  in  a  hew  covenant  head  before  the  entrance  of 
death  by  fin  into  the  world.  In  his  appointing  us 
to  obtain  mercy  through  Jefus  before  the  curfe 
and  condemnation  of  the  law  took  place,  and  de- 
claring his  meny  to  be  from  everlafting  to  cverlaflif^ 
Upon  them  that  fear  him  (Pfalm  ciii.  17).  In  pre^ 
4efiinaiing  us  to  the  adoption  of  children  (£ph.  i.  5), 
before  we  hccs^tnt  fervants  of  fin,  and  appointing  us 
to  he  conformed  to  the  image  rf  Chriji  (Rom.  viii.  29), 
before  the  image  of  God  was  loll  in  Adam.  In 
fetdng  forth  the  myftical  union  between  Chrift  and 
the  church  by  the  marriage  of  Adam  and  Eve, 
fTe  are  ofhisjlejb,  and  of  his  hones.  This  is  a  great 
my  fiery :  hut  IJpeak  concerning  Chrifi  and  the  church. 
Eph.  v.  3  a.  In  making  known  the  appointed  in- 
carnation of  Chrift  as  foon  as  man  fell.  The  feed  of 
the  woman  JbaU  bruife  the  ferpenfs  head.  In  ap- 
pointing falvation  to  be  of  grace,  not  of  work$, 
that  it  might  be  fure  to  all  the  (eed.  In  choofing 
the  poor,  the  fooliJh,  the  weak,  and  the  bafe 
things  of  the  world,  for  the  fake  of  magnifying  his 
own  free,  fovtreign  grace  and  mercy.  In  fending 
forth  his  own  Son,  made  of  a  woman;  which 
glorious  incarnation  of  Chrift  made  God.  and  man 
fnorc  clofcly  united  than  cv6r  they  were  before, 

God 
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• 

God  and  man  being  but  on^  perfon.  Iti  the  worlt 
of  redemption,  in  which  the  glorious  grace  and 
mercj  of  God  appear,  and  yet  the  juftice  and  ho- 
liiiefs  of  God  are  highly  honoured.  In  the  death 
pf  ChVift^  in  which  Satan  is  out^lhot  in  his  own 
bow^  fin  is  condemned  in  the  flefli  of  Chrift ;  Sa-* 
tan»  fin^  4nd  deaths  are  deftroyed }  and  finful  man 
iaved.  In  the  forgivenefs  of  Cins^  which  is  accord^ 
ing  to  the  f iches  of  his  grace ;  and  yet,  by  its  conn- 
ing to  us  through  the  atonement  of  Chrift,  we 
receive  ic  on  thi^  footing  of  ftridt  juftice*  Go  J  is 
faubfki  andjuft  toforgrpe  us  our  fins ^^  md  to  cleanje  n$ 
frtm  dl  unriglteoufnefs.  I|i  the  aboundings  of  fiq 
being  fupplanted  by  the  fuperaboundings  of  grace^ 
the  vileft  pf  (iqners  are  cleanfed  from  fiqi  yet  ven« 
geanpe  is  taken  of  their  inventions.  In  the  impu<» 
tatiqa  of  ^n  everl^fting  righteoufnelS)  in  which 
God  appears  ftri<5lly  juft,  and  yet  he  juftifies  the 
finner  from  all  his  ungodlinefs  upon  his  believing 
in  Jefus,  The  faint  is  a  veflel  of  free  mercy,  and 
yet  he  is  bought  with  a  price.  God,  of  his  own 
good  plea^ire,  works  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  d0| 
and  yet  God  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget  our  work  and 
labour  rf  kve^  which  we  have  Jhowed  to  bis  namf. 
Heb.  vi.  lOb  The  Lord  will  give  grace,  and  he 
will  give  a  crown  of  glofy,  even  to  the  chid"  of 
finners ;  and  yet  it  is  the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge, 
that  gives  that  crown,    a  Tim.  iv.  7. 

III.  The  third  branch  of  wiidom  is  Chrift  him- 
|blf.   Hi  is  made  of  God  unto  us  wifdo^  I  Con  i.  30W 

Chrift. 
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Chrift,  in  his  highcft  nature,  is  the  eflential  wifdom 
ef  God  J  hence  he  is  called  the  power  of  God^  and 
the  wifdim  of  God.  i  Cor.  i.  2,  4.  All  his  children 
are  called  fook,  and  the  foolifli  things  of  the 
world  I  ^nd  it  required  great  wifdom  to  deliver 
ihem  i  and  this  was  done  by  wifdom.  The  poor 
wife  man  by  his.  wildom  delivered  the  city..  Then 
faid  /,  fPydom  is  better  than  Jirengtb.  Eccles.  ix.  i6. 
To  this  'the  New  Teftament  agrees :  Chrift  was 
crucified  through  weaknefs.  2  Cor.  xii.  4.  And  yet 
there  was  fuch  wifdom  difplayed  in  this  weakneis 
as  deftroyed  all  the  powers  of  this  world,  and  all 
the  power  of  Satan,  of  fin,  death,  and  the  gsrave  i 
and  all  this  by  weaknefs  and  wifdom. 

2.  Chrift  crucified  is  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a 
myftery.  And  this  wifdom  God  ordained  before  the 
world  to  our  gLry.  i  Cor.  ii.  7.  And  God  forbid^ 
fays  Paul,  that  IJhould  glory^fave  in  the  croff  of  our 
Jjord  Jefus  Chrift^  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified 
unto  mcy  and  I  unto  the  world.    Gal.  vi.  14. 

IV.  The  fourth  branch  of  this  wifdom  of  the 

wife  lies  in  the  experience  of  thcfe  things.     The 

wiic  man  is  a  partaker  of  the  Holy  Spirit.     The 

Spirit  teftifies  of  Chrift  to  him,  and  forms  Chrift 

the  hope  of  glory  within  him,  and  leads  him  into 

all  truth,  and  efpecially  into  all  the  truth  of  the 

promifes,  which  are  all  yea  and  amen  in  Chrift,  to 

the  glory  of  God  by  us.    And  with  the  promifes 

come  all  the  fpiritual  blefiings  with  which  Gfod 

blefied  us  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus,    I 

come  now. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  to  my  next  general  head,  which  is  t6 
treat  of  the  wife  man's  heart;  for  it  is  the  keart  of 
tht  wife  that  teachetb  bis  mouth.  By  the  hearty  in 
fcripture,  various  things  are  meant* 

1.  Sometimes  it  fignifies  the  will.  And  they  came^ 
hth  men  and  womeny  as  many  as  were  wilUng-bearted^ 
imd  brought  for  tb  bracelets  and  ear-rings j  and  rings  ^  and 
tableiSj  aU  jewels  of  gold:  and  every  man  that  offered^ 
offered  an  offering  of  gold  unto  the  Lord.  Exod.  xxxv,  22. 

2.  Sometimes  by  heart  is  meant  the  memory. 
And  tbcfe  are  they  by  the  way-fide^  where  the  word  is 
fown ;  but  J  when  they  have  beard ^  Satan  cometh  im- 
mediately^ and  taketb  away  the  word  thai  was  fown 
in  their  hearts.    Mark  iv.  1 5. 

3.  Sometimes  by  the  heart  is  meant  the  under- 
ftanding.  Make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat,  and 
make  their  ears  heavy y  and  fhut  their  eyes  \  left  they 
fee  zvitb  their  eyes^  and  hear  with  their  earsy  and  un- 
derfhnd  with  their  hearty  and  convert y  and  be  healed^ 
Ifaiah  vi«  10. 

4.  Sometimes  the  heart  is  put  for  confcicnce. 
For  if  our  heart  condemn  usy  God  is  greater  than  our 
hearty  and  knoweth  all  things.  Belovedy  if  our  heart 
condemn  us  not,  then  have  we  confidence  towards  God. 
r  John  iii.  20,  21. 

5.  By  the  heart  the  aficdtions  are  often  intended. 
And  the  Lord  thy  God  will  circumcife  thine  hearty  and 
the  heart  of  thy  feedy  to  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
mU  thine  heart,  and  with  all  }hy  foul,  that  thou  nu^efi 

live. 
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live.    Dtut,  XXX.  6.     And  again :   Per  ^bire  fly 
^eafuri  is,  there  will  thy  heart  be  a^b* 

6.    Sometimes  knowledge  is  afcribcd  CO  the 
heart.    Tihe  heart  knowttb  its  own  bittemefsy  and  a 
Jlranger  intermeddleth  not  viith  bis  joy.     And  again  J 
jind  IwUlpve  them  an  heart  to  know  me^  that  J  am 
the  Lordi  and  they  Jhall  be  my  people^  aud  I  wilt  be 
their  God:  for  they  Jhall  return  unto  me  with  their 
whole  heart.    Jcr.  xxiv«  7,    Now,  according  to  all 
thde  fcriptures,  it  feems  as  if  the  heart  meant  the 
whole  foul  of  man,  and  every  Acuity  of  it  5  fo  tha: 
the  mouth  and  the  lips  of  a-  wife  man  proclaim 
nothing  elfe  but  the  inward  fenfations  and  ipriiigs 
of  the  foul.     And,  indeed,  that  wifdom  is  but  of 
litde  ufe  that  floats  in  the  head ;  God  requires  it 
in  the  heart.    Behold,  thou  deftrefi  truth  in  the  in- 
ward  farts  \  and  in  the  hidden  fart  thou  fialt  mdse 
me  to  know  wifdom*    Ffalm  li.  6«     So  that  tbe  pro- 
per feat  of  wifdom  is  the  hidden  parts  and  true 
wifdom  properly  fcatcd  and  eftablifhed  there,  is  no 
lefs  than  tbe  hidden  man  of  the  hearty  even  that  which 
is  not  ofrruptible.    1  Peter  iii.  4.     There  is  a  divine 
treafure  in  every  wife  man's  heart,  which  is^  th« 
Holy  Spirit  and  his  grace,  and  the  pure  word  of 
God,  and  the  promifes  of  life.    Eiveryfmbe,  vMch 
is  inJlruQed  unto  the  kingdom^  /f  heaven,  is  like  unto  a 
man  that  is  An  hottfeholder,  zvHch  bringeth  fmb  Mt 
of  bis  treafure-  things  nei^  and  old.    Matt.  xiii.  52* 
Again:  4  pod man^  od^cf  the  good  treafure  rf  Hi 

hearty 
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iearfy  hingetb forth  go$d  things.  Matt.  xii.  ;^^.  The 
Holy  Spirit  furnilhes  and  inlays  the  foul  with 
his  grace^  and  eflablifhes  it  there^  and  confirms  his 
own  work,  by  giving  us  an  underftanding  m  the 
word  of  God^  which  always  agrees  with  the  Spirit^s 
work.  And  hy  the  various  operations  which  ho 
makes  us  experience^  the  heart  moves  in  con- 
cert with  the  mouth.  The  Spirit  is  deeply  con* 
cerned  in  all  the  teaching  that  the  heart  of  the  wife 
conveys  to  his  mouth. 

I.  He  forms  the  word  in  the  heart  before  it  be 

conveyed  to  the  mouth.     Which  things  dfo  we 

jpeak^  not  in  the  words  which  mans  iiifdom  teachcth, 

bta  which  the  HqIj  Ghoft  teacbctby  comparing  Jpiritual 

things  mtb/piritual.    i  Con  ii.  13. 

3.  It  is  the  Spirit  which  teacheth  the  mouthy 
and  even  pronounceth  the  word.  I  create  the  fruit 
rf  the  lips  \  Peace y  peace  to  him  that  is  afar  off^  and 
to  him  that  is  near^  faith  the  Lord ;  and  I  will  heal 
him.  Ifaiah  Ivii.  19.  /  will  give  you,  faith  the  Lordf 
a  mouth  and  wifdom,  which  aU  your  adverfaries  fialt 
not  be  able  to  gcinfay  nor  refift  (Luke  xxi.  15)  %  for 
it  is  not  ye  that  fpeak^  but  the  Spirit  of  your  Father 
which  fpeaketh  in  you.    Matt.  x.  20. 

3,  The  Holy  Spirit,  under  hrs  influence,  gives 
'  the  foul  a  feeling  fcnfe  of  the  matter,  which  is 
fpok^n.  Words  from  the  head  are  always  dry, 
Ught,  atK}  b^ren;  but  what  the  Holy  Spirit  fends: 
feith  from  the  heart  are  fent  with  energy,  being 
attended  with  power  y  hence  they  ara  f^id  to  be 

feafoned 
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panned  with  Jolty  and  to  minijier  grace  to  the  heurd^iA 
Ught  inflrufts  the  underflandxng,  and  knowledgej 
dearly  uttered/ informs  the  judgment;  but  it  ii 
the  power  of  the  Spirit,  the  favour  of  grace,  and 
the  dew  of  divine  life,  that  refrefhes  the  bowels  of 
the  faints.  This  enlarges  thtir  licart,  revives"  their 
£iith  and  hope,  encourages  the  foul,  and  conveys 
comfort  to  them  which  warms  their  aflFetEtions; 
All  gifts,  and  even  fpiritual  gifts,  will  wither  and 
die  without  this  inward  furniture.  It  is  the  Spirit, 
and  his  continual  communications  of  grace,  wliich 
feed  the  wife  man's  gift.  The  Spirit  of  grace  is  a 
Springing  well,  and  the  words  of  wifdom  a  flowing 
brook  \  nor  can  that  brook  dry  up ;  for  God,  in 
Chrid,  is  a  fountain  of  livmg  water  i  and  it  hatk* 
pfeafed  him  that  all  fulnefs  fliould  dwell  in  our 
Mediator;  and  from  the  Saviour's xfulnefi  there  is 
a  continual  emanation  to  the  believing  fouL  I  will 
mater  the  vineyard  every  moment ;  /  will  keep  it  night 
and  day.  Ifaiah  xxvii.  3.  An:l  this  never* failing 
river  of  pleafure  flows  for  evermore,  and  furnifhes 
tlie  heaven-born  foul  with  endlefs  fupplies.  Bui 
wbofoever  ft:aU  drink  of  the  zvater  that  I  Jball  give 
hinty  Jhiill  never  thirji  j  but  the  zvater  that'I JhaR ghe 
bifn  Jkall  be  in  him  a  tvell  of  Tcater  Ringing  up  iuto 
iverlajling  life.  John  iv.  14.  When  all  tl>efe  fup- 
pUes  can  fail,  when  this  fountain  and  river  ceafe 
to  flow,  then  may  the  believer's  fprings  become 
dty  I  biTt  not  till  then.  His  gifts  (hall  not  die,  his 
leaf  Hi  all  never  wjtber,  inor  (hall  he  ever  ceafe  fr^m 

^      '  yielding 
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yielding  fruit  i  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hafh 
ipoken  it.  The  heart  of  the  wi/e  teacbetb  bis  moidb* 
And  much  teaching  doth  the  wife  man  need];  for 
he  hath  many  perfons,  and  various  Cafes^  to  ipieak 
to,  and  not  two  exa£lly  alike. 

Far  tbougb  I  be  free  from  all  men^  fay»  Paul,  yet 
bave  I  made  my/elf  Jervant  unto  all^  tbat  I  might  gaim 
the  more.    And  unto  the  Jews  I  became  as  a  Jew,  that 
I  might  gain  the  Jews ;  to  them  tbat  are  under  the 
laWf  as  under  the  law,  that  I  might  gain  them  tbat 
are  under  the  law  i  to  them  that  are  without  law^  as 
without  law,  tbat  ^  might  gain  them  that  are  without 
law.     To  the  weak,  became  I  as  weak,  that  I  might 
gain  the  weak :  I  am  made  all  things  to  all  men,  thai 
I  might  by  all  means  Jave  Jome.    i  Cor.  tx..  19—22. 
To  the  Jew  Paul  difcourfed  of  the  law,  and  of 
Chrift  the  end  of  that ;  of  the  prophecies,  and  of 
Chrift  the  fubftance  of  all  the  predictions ;  of  the 
promifes  made  to  their  fathers,  and  of  the  actom* 
pliihment  of  them  all  by  Chrift,  and  of  their  being 
all  yea  and  amen  in  him,  to  the  glory  of  God,  by 
the  ialvation  of  us.    Paul  (howed  that  the  feed  of 
Abraham  was  to  be  found  among  the  Gentiles  1 
that  every  heir  of  promife  is  an  Ifaac,  and  every 
ijnrkual  worfhipper  of  God  is  an  Ifraelite ;  that  he 
is  Dot  a  Jew  which  is  one  outwardly,  but  he  is  a 
Jew  which  is  one  inwardly  j  namely,  a  regenerated 
foul,  formed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  for  God*s  ufir,  and 
fandified  to  fet  forth  his  praife  \  that  circumcifioii 
ftands  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the  i^ns  of  the 
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Rcihj  or  the  old  man,  bjr  the  cnicumcifi6h  of 
Chrift^  who  to6k  our  fins  od  himi  and  in  tetnov- 
ing  the  ignorance  and  enmity  df  the  heaity  and  hf 
enlightening  of  us  to  fisethe  fuitableilds  of  Chrift, 
and  inflaming  otir  hearts  to  love  and  adtfrt  him. 
Thus  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  becomes  a  Jew  to 
the^ews,  but  (till  miakes  Clirift  the  fabfhiricfe  and 
fubjeft  matter  of  his  whole  miniflty. 

To  ibem  that  are  under  the  taw^  as  Unitr  tiiiafu. 
To  thcfe  poor  prifoners  (though  ndt  'prifoncrs  of 
liope)  Paul  went  back  to  his  former  ftate  of  bor- 
age, wlien  he  warned  finners  for  three  yteafs  toge* 
ther,  night  ^nd  day,  l^ith  tears ;  he  brought  'forth 
the  matter  of  his  cQnverfation  with  thefe^  from  the 
bondage  of  his  'fotil  in  former  days  %  'he  brought 
forth  his  former  esfercifes  'ii^en  labouring  under 
wradiy  terrorsj  afad  horrors  of  foulj  bis  doubts, 
deipondings,  and'mifgivihgs  of  llc'arts^^work'* 
ings  of  unbelief,  carnail  tfhihity,  and  all  manner  of 
concupifcence ;  his  legal  ftri ving,  and  bad  fuccels 
at  it,  oil  he  was  informtd  that  6od*s  grace  was 
fuifiicient  for  him,  ^d  thjtt  his  ftrength  Was^f* 
played  in  human  weakneis,  which  made  the  caofe 
of  his  former  grief  to  be  the  joy  of  his  foul.  Al^ 
gladly  tberefare  will  I  glory  in  ynint  iffiftniiks^  tHU 
ibe  power  of  Cbrift  may  reft  upon  nte  i  for  ^oftov  /  im 
weak^  tben  ain  Iftrong. 

To  tbem  that  are  witboui  lazi\  as  wi^boki  km. 
Paul  argued  with  thefc  with  found  reafdnillg,  arid 
with  the,  workings  of  ihcir  own  thdtighcs  ^uki  con* 
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Ssiknfps^  ,aiy|  how  }(hicf!p  jtccuffd  pr  excuiird  each 
ofUer;  f^^  {^sAVcry  ppqr  ^cjithen  is  fvpamoned 
Jio  >^?  ftyu;  of  <flqitjr  by  ;hi^  Pvn  t^pughts,  that  he 
9»y  liftep  ftp  the  ftniepse  of  coofQi^noc,  and^  when 
lirptight  4p  guilty,  the  rQftleflbe&  j^nd  dif<iuietudc 
of  the  ipw^,  twhvi  4*13  ,«Rn  jptj^cnt  t;akes  placq. 
4i\l  fOf  (which  ihpvs  that  confcieoce  is  an  umpire, 
hsifi  f^l  rpiffiqc  aillgped,  fio^  is  ernpowered  to  ad 
jin4er  Ope  ,if hp  ,is  jijgher  .th«|i  cpqiQcnce ;  and  that 
.this  '^bupal  is  dai^  ,held  ypder  Gpd^  ;ind  wi)l  at 
J^ft  cod  in  z  ^p^  ,%»d  .uniyerfaljuc^tnent,  and  diat 
^  Qod  Jynifelf.  ^^\A  ibpwed  to  thefe  he^theM 
.their  ^natvve  .we^knefs,  and  .the  ^power  of  fip^  aqji 
rtbeir  propenfity  to  .evil,  ,evep  when  their  refplu* 
,tioQS  .md  ,de^f(nlnaQpos  .w^re  againft  lU  !Paul 
(^pwtd  the  ,rifc  pf  ihU  CviU  and  from  whence  ;t 
.qvpe,  4Ad  the  jcmediy  that  Gp<I  had  .provided 
jigiunft  it,  Md  ^e  iini)^r>  nnfis^  pf  that  tj^Gfe^y, 
mb^<;hh  the  )>lppd  of  Chrilt  tOjiHir^  |t,  and  t^e 
gew^  of  God  to  fubdpe  jt.  ' 

Andyto  $ke  iveak  JMcame  .fls  wak,  ,tifat  I mkbt 
g/fin  the  pictik.  To  thefe  ,Pa^l:|poke  of  his  former 
^HBBH^V^  ^tpvii^  unbelief,  of  die  ipf^ability  pf 
his  hope  ,and  Ipve,  pf  his  dim  light,  :and  (hallpw 
cpQoipceben^QS,;  of  hit  Uviq^  on  the  bres^  of 
^onfotatipnt  the  fipc^re  pc^lk.pf  the  word,  and  of 
his  rifif^  ,^  .faUipg,  believipg  .apd  difbelieviqg, 
laecordiqg ,  tp  bis  t];an&ent  fiod  mppoenraiy  cpip^ 
forts  J  ihat  be  w^is  ,^  th#t  time  >inflcijf>}l  in  j^ 
mpxdi  of  ripb^ufod^  bq^$,  x^  aU  Pthcr^^at&ft 
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are^  a  babe ;  that  he  thought  as  a  child>  aod  fpake 
as  a  childy  and  underftood  as  a  childy  till  he  be- 
came eftabliihed  in  the  £uth^  and  grew  up  to  be  a 
man  in  underftanding.  And  Aire  I  am  that  we 
need  truth  and  wifdom  in  the  hidden  parts  of  the 
heart  to  difcourfe  to  the  edification  of  all  thefe. 

It  is  the  heart  of  the  wife  that  leacheth  his 
mouth«  The  heart,  when  furnifhed  with  the  choice 
experience  of  God*s  Holy  Spirit  and  his  grace,  is 
a  ftrange  thing  i  eipecially  when  it  is  brought  far- 
ingly  to  know  God ;  for  it  moves  in  concert  with 
the  light  of  God's  glory  fhining  in  the  face  of 
Chrift;  juft  as  the  moon  does  in  the  face  of  the 
fun.  The  heart  rifes  with  joy,  and  finks  with 
griefi  it  enlarges  with  love>  and  contrafts  with 
fear;  it  is  courageous  in  Chrift's  prefence,  and 
fails  at  his  abfence ;  goes  forth  at  the  approaches 
of  Chrifti  and  draws  back  at  his  departure.  It  is 
fwoln  with  grief  at  the  Lord's  frowns,  but  over- 
jBows  with  glee  at  his  fmiles ;  it  is  fmitten  and 
withers  like  grafs  when  God  appears  angry,  but 
teems  at  his  approbation,  good«wiU,  and  pleafurc. 
It  trembles  at  his  judgments,  but  waxes  bold  at 
the  outgoings  of  his  mercy  and  loving-kJndne(s  ^ 
it  admires  his  clemency,  but  ftaods  m  awe  of  his 
terrible  majefty.  It  is  deeply  concerned  for  God's 
honour,  and  it  highly  refents  every^  affi-ont  and  in- 
fult  offered  to  him ;  it  embraces,  upon  the  firft 
Sight,  every  fmcere  friend  of  his,  and  is  clofely 
baited  agairift  every  enemy  of  Godj  and  even 
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moves  alternatdy  with  love  and  hatred  while  ft 
doubtful^  dubious,  and  fuipe£ted  charafter  appears 
before  it,  until  judgment  and  confcience  bring  in 
their  verdidt ;  then  the  heart  opens  or  fliuts,  em- 
braces or  rejects,  according  to  the  imperfe<St  but 
faoneft  decifion  of  thefe  feeble  judges* 

There  is  an  unftion  and  an  anoindng  from  the 
Holy  One  i  and,  as  he  is  pleafed  to  inftrud  us,  to 
we  know  all  things  efienual  to  be  known.  And  in 
his  anointing  two  things  are  manifeft :  the  one  is 
the  motion  of  the  Spirit  upon  the  heart;  the  other,' 
his  illuminating  rays  upon  the  underftanding*- 
Hence  it  is  (aid  that  holy  men  in  old  time  f^ake'as 
they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  and  fuch  are 
called  ieers,  becaufe  they  were  enlightened  to  &e 
into  futurity.  Love  and  joy  in  the  he^rt,  and  the 
rays  of  i;  (hining  into  the  underflanding,  are  what  is 
meant  by  the  unftious  teaching  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Many  are  the  Itflbns  which  the  heart  of  the  eled 
receive  from  God  the  Father,  from  God  the  SoUf 
and  from  God  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Blejid  (fays  Da* 
vid)  is  fife  man  tvbom  God  ebqftenetb^  and  teacbetb 
bim  out  of  bis  law.  It  is  by  the  powerful  applica* 
tion,  and  un<Ier  the  influence  of  the  law,  that  the 
human  heart  is  laid  open.  Its  terrors  bring  the 
ibul  into  bondage;  its  rigorous  demands  fet  the 
foul  to  its  legal  ftrivings  to  balance  the  enormous 
account ;  the  fear  that  it  works  brings  amazement 
into  the  foul  and  the  terrors  of  endlefs  death  i  and 


Ac  uttrnfifiod  ddntnclft'  6f  the  laW  (ets  At  poor 
finoer  to  ^orkbg  for  life;  but  all  in  Vaui.  k  i* 
under  this  application  and  divinfe  tcichin^  that  the' 
pliqgue  of  the  heart  is  fek  i  the  enniit  j>  f be  dc^* 
ndod^  the  inflexibiHty>  the  iiiirelendngae&  of  dm 
hearty  its  ftubbomnefs,  and  it^  i^ild  dtftraftions  are 
ftiired  up,  manifeftcd^  and  made  to  boil  up  itid 
efctRo^^  and  difcoter  itfelf,  to  the  unuffienlbie 
aftdnifiiment  of  the  awakened  finneh  But  God 
has  made  his  nloft  gracious  promifcs  to  them  that 
kno^  die  pl^igoe  of  their  own  hfeart^  acknowlcc^ 
their  dilbbcdience>  tnd  call  upon  his  holy  name.. 

Thefd  18  alfd  the  bitterncfs  of  thd  h^art,  as  wdl 
as  th^  plajgue  of  it  Tbi  bm^t  kMwnb  ks  iwn  Ui^ 
nrit^y  mdd  fiVtmgtr  inhYmidkth  n$t  wtib  bis  j¥fs 
ft^  the  wife  mart.  The  bitterners  of  the  heart 
fifes  up  when  guih  and  wratby  law  and  confcieAce, 
the  enmity  of  the  miiidi  and  the  difpteafiire  of 
God,  meet  together.  I'hefe  make  fad  work  with 
the  pool-  firmer^  and  ire  always  attended  with  the 
bittemefe  of  death.  And  the  iJbnd  appearing  to 
efofs  the  fihner  in  all  his  inteddons^  to  refift  him 
in  all  his  approaches  to  him,  and  in  providehce  to 
walk  contrary  to  him;  thefe  things  increafe  dni 
bittetafcfs  of  the  heart.  However,  thefe  things 
tirath  the  fitiner  this  whokfohie  kfibn,  that  he 
which  trufteth  in  hi^  own  heart  is  a  fooL  And 
fure  I  am  that  none  are  mone  evang^ical^  none 
more  pure  fiiom  confidence  in'  the  flcfh,  none 
deave  nM>re  efavfely  to  Chrift>  nor  favour  more  of 

him» 


fajin,  japr  Imtb  ihcmffflvqs  tpoic  in  their , own  iightj 
tb^ft  thoi&  wha  have  bcea  difc^lji.ned,  with  fuch 
4is^p  e«rci^ 

l)f^f(  fnd  bi»  nfiqwth  mufl;  go  $og^tber.  He  4lW3C; 
iMltM^^pe;  wJbjttbf  dqdi  nftt  tjelievc,  nor  pretend 
to,  ^iQJe  joys  i^hicli,  he  ncyer  ^It,  ^  fom?  dp^ 
^feo,^  ^  Pw)  i^ys,  glory  in  apife.«rmfie^  k^  np^  in 
kfiOfty  Cm  Qf  the  abMnimi^e^  iff  the  b^art ,  ihe 
mtifk  jjf^aicfb*  V  the  he^rt  t>c  purified  by  faic^ 
^  precious  ^t^ncrne^t  pf  thp  Sojp  of  Qo^,  tt^ 
ekanfing  efl^cacy  of  the  blood  of  the  coyenantj^  t|jie 
ce^tai^uy  of  forgivencls,  and  the  h?|>px  enjoyment; 
of  ic^  will  be  the  leading  topic  ip  a  y^ife  map*$ 
conversation,  which  is  called  4  gocJ  cotiv^Jt^tio^^  in 
Cbr(fi*  With  the  beofrt  man  believetb.  untQ  rigbH" 
mffaffsi^  and  with  the  mouth  mf^im  ix  m,a4e  unto 
Jaivation.  Here  the  heart  and  the  nnpi)ch  arc  \i\ 
harmony;  what  the  heart  embnices^  the  mputh 
9cktu>wledges  4Qd  proclain^s.  The  hea^rt  le^d^  the 
v;mi,  imd  the  mouth  brings  up  the  rear.  With' 
the  J^eart  man  believes  unto  right^oufnefs  to  th^ 
juftiQcation  pf  his  foul  freely  and  f^Hy  frqm  all 
things^  ^d  the  mamh  confcflVs  that  the  foul 
0teni^}y  faved. 

Ag^tq  *  i^  is  ^ich  ip  the  heart  th%(  furni(betli 
the  mouth.  /  bflirueJ,  therefore  have  Ifpokfn,  fays 
Pavid.  fTe  believe*  mui  therefore  ftf^h^  f^y^  P*W^ 
And  faith  regylates  the  tpputh;  fp  (hat  the  believer 
prophefies  according  to  the  prQp9r(ipa  of  faith ; 
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ftTp  if  he  be  weak  in  faith^  he  will  ipeak  doubt- 
fully about  his  own  perfonal  intereft  in  the  things 
of  Chrift ;  yet  be  will  not  fpeak  doubtfully  about 
the  truth  of  the  things  which  God  has  revealed. 
Pivine  revelation  is  yea>  yea ;  but  weak  fiudi  is 
ye^  and  nay.  To  prophely  according  to  the  pro* 
portion  of  &ith,  is  to  fpeak  of  what  we  have  got, 
and  to  fpeak  of  that  as  our  own,  of  which  we  are' 
the  tpoft  fure^  If  the  heart,  like  the  heart  of  Da- 
vid, be  fixed,  tru(ting  in  the  Lord,  we  fhall  fpctik 
of  the  things  which  concern  the  Lord  Jefus  with 
all  confidence.  Confidence  is  the  Juhftance  iff 
things  bcped  for^  and  the  evidence  of  things  not 
feen.  There  is  eternal  life  in  true  faith  ;  and  that 
is  the  thing  hoped  for ;  while  faith,  as  an  evidence 
of  things  not  feen,  affurcs  the  confcicnce  of  them, 
and  filences  all  gainfayers ;  and  this  brings  peace 
and  quietude.  In  quietnefs  and  confidence  Jhall  he 
your  Jirength^  fays  the  prophet. 

//  is  a  good  thing  (fays  Paul)  that  the  heart  ke 
eftabUJhed  with  grace.  There  arc  fcven  things 
which  eftablifh  the  heart.  The  firfl  is,  having  the 
heart  fprinkled  frbai  an  evil  confcience.  2.  Hav^ 
\ng  the  fentence  of  juflification  paffed  in  the  court 
of  confcience,  upon  which  the  finner  pafles  from 
death  to  life,  3,  To  have  the  peace  of  God  rul- 
ing in  the  heart  i  for  peace  is  the  effbdt  of  pardon, 
^d  the  fruit  of  righteoufnefs.  4.  A  comfortable 
degree  of  alTurance,  fufEcibnt  to  claim  an  ioterefl 
|n  God ;  To  as  maty  as  received  Qbriji^  to  them  gavi 
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be  power  to  hecome  the  fom  ^  Got.  No  lefs  dan 
dirine  power  can  work  this  faidi  in  the  heart  of  an 
mfidel ;  and  it  requires  the  power  of  aflurance  to 
enable  fuch  a  fenfible  finner  to  claim  this  his  fon* 
Ihip.  5.  The  love  of  God  Ihed  abroad  in  th^ 
heart,  which  cafteth  out  all  fear,  and,  in  fome 
meafure,  keeps  it  out.  6.  A  good  hope  through 
grace>  or  a  firm  expedation  of  the  glory  that  is  to 
be  revealed  ^  ffHricb  hope  is  as  an  anchor  of  ibejouit 
hoth  fun  andfiedfafty  and  enters  into  thai  within  the 
vail.  The  feventh  and  laft  thing  is  the  infallible 
witneis  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  he  that  ieUeveib  bath 
the  wiinefs  in  bimfeJf;  and  this  witneis  both  tefti- 
fies  to  the  heart,  and  (peaks  by  the  moutti.  .  He 
bears  witneis  with  our  fpirits  that  we  are  the  chil« 
dren  of  God ;  and,  becaule  we  are  Tons,  he  is  fenc 
forth  into  the  heart,  crying,  Abba,  Father.  A 
heart  thus  eftabliOied  with  grace,  will  furniih  the 
mouth  with  everlafting  themes.  Not  fo  the  im^ 
poftor,  not  fo  the  hypocrite  i  for  fuch  often  travel 
contrary  ways,  even  at  once.  He  promiies  and 
]HX>claims  liberty^  but  he  communicates  nothing 
but  bondage ;  the  mouth  glories,  but  the  counte- 
fWice  falls.  Such  glory  in  appearance,  but  not  in 
heart.  Even  in  laughter  the  heart  is  Jorrowful\  and 
^  end  of  that  mirth  is  beamefs.  Prov.  xiv.  i  j. 
Here  is  laughter  in  the  mouthy  forrow  in  the  heart, 
mirth  in  the  way,  and  heavinefs  in  the  end.  But 
God  makes  the  heart  of  the  wife  honed  i  and  an 
hooeft  heart  is  a  faithful  gonfcience  %  a  confcience 
3  that 


(      K)6     > 

ttittt  will  magnify  kft  ofice>  bjr  dc»ding^  j^iftllt^  u^ 
bearing  a  true  tdtimoay^  Accoidios  to.  the  tnw 
Hate  of  ebe  heart,  and  a'ccordtjog  to  tlie  gQod  t|€flr* 
fur e  of  k,  and  according  to  the  frame  of  it^  io.  tb^ 
mouth  fpeafes.  The  forrow  of  the  bt^t  fills  shft 
mouth  with  complaiots.  Ao  enlarged  hearlr  c^umft 
the  mouth,  and  fills  it  with  joyfol  acciamaOOM^ 
Oye  Cormthkms,  fays  Paul,  out  mmh  is  ^pmed  4Wtf 
jwr,  our  btari  h  enUrgi(L  Te  0r»  mt  JiniNmA  Ji 
MSy  ht^  ye  an  Jhmtimd  in  j^ur  wm  ^awc&.  DU**^ 
ftrent  frames  fend  forth  different  voices,  7%ftt 
faitk  the  Lord,  then  fiedl  be  beard  in  ibis  plm0  fbi 
voice  (fjoy,  and  the  voiee  of  gladaefs  i  the  fm^e  of 
the  bridegroom,  md  the  ^tUce  of  the  bride  %  the  vmdt 
6f  them  that  fhM  bring  ^  facfifice  of  pra^e  m/»  /Ai 
houfe  of  the  Lord.  For  I  will  eaufe  to  retttm.  fAf 
capthiiy  of  the  land.    Jcr.  xxxtii.  lo,  i  !• 

The  real  door  of  die  heart  is  the  moutiu  If  th« 
heart  be  overcharged  with  grie(  the  lips  arq 
elofed.  Thou  holde/i  mine  eyes  waking:  I  am  Jk 
troubled  that  t  eannot  Jpeak.  Pialm  Ixzvii.  4,  But 
when  the  heart  is  enlarged,  then  the  mouth  14 
open.  Our  mouth ,  is  tfen  unto  you^  otfr  heart  is  0H 
larged.  2  Cor.  vi.  1 1.  The  treafure  of  the  heart  19 
brought  forth  by  the  mouth }  for  out  of  the  abun*^. 
dance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  fpeaketh.  And  diia 
ihows  us  what  our  Lord  means  when  he  £iy^ 
Behold,  I  Jiand  at  the  door  and  knock :  if  any  man 
hear  nfy  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  wiU  coma  in  in 

him,  and  will  f up  with  him^  and  be  with  me.    Rer. 

••■ 
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iit.  TOi  The  Lord  doth  not  knock  as  we  do ;  we 
knock  with  the  hand>  but  the  Lord  knocks  with 
hb  Yoice«  li  is  the  ^oiee  tf  m^  bikved  that  kmcketb^ 
fKf%  the  ipoufe.  The  word  of  Chrift  is  a  hamnnec 
that  breaks  the  rock  in  pieces;  his  reproofs  are 
ktf  knocks.  He  fmites  with  the  rod  of  his  mouthy 
and  tcUs  us  that  if  we  hear  his  voice,  and  open  the 
door,  &at  hi  will  come  in  unto  us.  To  open  the 
door  is  to  open  our  mouth  to  him  by  confeflion^ 
by  inquiry,  and  by  prayer,  as  Samuel  did,  when 
ke  faid,  Sfiak^  Lord^  fir  tby  firvrnt  bearetb  v  and 
a>  Paul  did  when  the  Lord  knocked  at  his*  door^ 
who  fald^  fVbo  art  thm^  Lcrd?  And  tbt  Lord /aid ^ 
I  am  Ji/ns^  lobom  tbeu  ferfecuteji.  And  be  /aid, 
Lard^  itfbat  zvilt  tbou  bave  me  to  do  ?  And  tbe  Lord 
fidd  unto  bim,  Arife,  and  go  into  tbe  city^  and  it  /haU, 
he  told  tbee  wbat  tbou  tkufi  do.  Afbs  ix.  5,  6,  And 
after  this  inquiry,  and  the  information  that  the 
Lord  had  given  him,  Paul  fell  to  praying;  and 
the  Lord  heard  his  prayer,  and  fent  Ananias  to 
bim,  that  he  might  receive  his  fight,  and  be  filled 
with  the  Holy  Ghofl.  And  thus  Paul  opened  as 
foon  as  Chrift  knocked ;  and  by  the  Spirit  Chrift 
entered  into  Paul  when  Paul  fweetly  fupped  upon 
the  fiurrifice  and  fatisfaftion  of  his  long-fufFering 
Lord  %  and  Chrift  fupped  upon  the  prayers,  praifes, 
blei&ngs,  and  thai&fgivings,  of  Paul,  his  former 
enemy^  but  now  afie6tionate  friend.  BefiJcs,  it  is 
our  Loitl*s  meat  to  do  the  will  of  him  riiat  fent 
him,  in  faving  the  obje<Sls  of  his  Father's  choice^ 

for 
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for  it  is  not  the  will  of  our  Father  that  one  of  his 
little  ones  ihould  perifh. 

And  thus  it  appears  that  all  the  favour,  fweet- 
nefs,  life,  and  power,  that  attend  the  word^  comes 
from  the  heart.  Let  your  words ^  fays  Paul^  be  Jea* 
Jmei  with  Jali^  that  they  may  minifter  ^ace  to  the 
hearers.  Have  Jolt  m  yourfehes^  fays  Chrift^  and  be 
at  peace  one  with  another.  fVith  all  thine  ifferingSy 
lays  God,  thou  Jbalt  offer /alt  \  nor  Jbalt  thou  fyffer 
the  fait  of  the  covenant  of  thy  God  to  be  lacking  from 
thy  burnt-offerings.  It  is  a  good  thing  that  the  heart 
be  eftablifhed  with  grace.  He  that  loveth  purenefs  of 
hearty  and  hath  grace  in  bis  lips^  the  king  fbaU  be  his 
friend.  Pro  v.  xxii.  1 1.  Without  the  new  crufe 
and  fait  in  the  fpring-head,  all  is  death.  The  let- 
ter kllleth,*  whether  it  be  taken  out  of  the  Old 
Teftament  or  out  of  the  New;  but  the  Spirit 
giveth  life.  All  gifts,  without  grace,  have  their 
feat  in  the  mind,  will,  and  underftanding  \  hence 
we  read  of  aflefbly  mind  puffed  up  \  and  of  voluntary 
humility  and  wilUworfhip ;  and  of  underftanding  all 
myjleriesy  and  yet  being  nothing.  The  feat  of  God 
in  Zion,  and  the  throne  of  the  King  ef  kings,  and 
the  eternal  refidence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are  in  the 
confcience,  and  in  the  afFcdtions  of  the  laints. 
God  dwells  in  the  contrite  heart,  or  in  the  tender 
confcience ;  and  he  circumcifes  the  heart  to  love 
him  I  and  he  that  loveth  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  iH 
him.  Hence  >ye  fee  that  all  minifterial  gifts,  with«^ 
out  charity,  and  without  the  fpringing-wcU  of  grace 

to 
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to  feed  them^  wither  and  die ;  and  carnal  men  ga« 

thcr  fuch  branches  into  their  company,  and  they 

are  burnt.    Prophefying,  light  in  the  tinderftand* 

Jng,  working  miracles,  gifts  of  tongues,  gifts  of 

'  ipeech,  like  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels ; 

reformation,  a  fair  fhow  in  the  flefli,  fiery  zeal,  and 

found  notions  without  grace;    together  with  til 

temporary  faith,  the  joy  of  natural  affefbions,  and 

diflembled  love;  are  nothing  but  bodily  exercife, 

a  &ir  fhow  in  the  flefh,  and  having  a  name  to  live 

while  dead :  fbe  ktfer  kilktb^  hut  the  Spirit  givetb 

life.     It  is  by  an  eager  embracing  of  thefe  things 

that  many  fail  of  the  grace  df  God,  and  come  fhort 

of  the  promifed  reft;  as  may  be  fceh  by  the  knocks 

and  calls  of  the  foolilh  virgins,  and  by  the  plea  of 

thofe  who  plead.  Have  we  not  propbefied  in  tBy  name, 

and  in  tby  name  cajl  out  devils^  and  done  many  zvon^ 

derful  works  ?  and  who,  notwithftanding  all  thefe 

gifts  and  performances,  are  lent  away  with,  Depart 

from  me,  I  know  yon  not.     But  to  be  plain,  honeft, 

and  faithful,  in  thefe  things,  incurs  die  hotteft  dif- 

pleafure  of  empty  profeffors,  and  expofes  one  to 

all  the  reproach  and  fcandal  that  Satan  can  invent, 

or  malice  propagate. 

Thirdly.  But  I  come  now  to  (how  where  the  wife 
man's  heart  gets  all  this  wifdom ;  why  God  tells  us 
that  he  will  make  the  feed  of  his  dear  Son  to  endure 
for  ever,  and  that  he  will  build  up  his  throne  to 
all  generations.  Now  we  know  that  it  is  God's 
work  to  root  up,  and  to  throw  down,  to  build  and 

to 


ix>  pban^  Xheie  U  noae  under  faaveo  tlwtt  bnildp 
4IS  up  in  a  l|untiial  fcnfe  but  God*  ^  aita  God"^ 
h^fiawdry^  and  jft  mt  Qod^s  iuildrng-  AM  the 
jprincipal  graces  that  are  employed  in  canning  up 
the  building  of  mercy  are  firft»  /^th.  jBui,  s^M- 
flwed^  tuiUing  iff  joitr/klves  m  ygyr  ptofi  Jndj  /mtkt 
ifK^^fhg  hi  tbe  Holy  Gb^.  Jvde  20.  And  it  4$ 
\€b0r'ity  that  W|fir/^»  Charity^  or  Ipvq,  raifes  the 
edifice,  or  builds  tbe  foul  i)p  in  God ;  rfor  j«re 
4raws  the  whole  ibul  outof  ttieIG  aod^awB  itintp 
God»  till  the  whole  grows  1^  into  an.  holy  .temple 
in  the  JLord.  And  this  growing  up  is  e^lained 
by  Chrift  of  havii\g  our  treafure  where  our  heart 
is  I  and  Paul,  calls  it  fetdqg  our  af&t^ons  abovCi 
at  the  right  hand  of  God*  where  Chrift  itfieth. 
And  fure  I  am>  that  ^lobcn  Gad  htdlds  tfp  ZtP»  da 
Jball  4i$piar  in  bis  glofy.  The  heart,  in  Ihorf;,  is 
theieat  of  the  mod  holy  and  ever-adorable  Triniqr. 
God  dwells  in  the  heart  by  love;  (or, be. tbut  lov^ 
dweUitb  in  God,  cmd  God  in  bim^  Chrift  dwells  in 
the  heart  by  faith.  This  Paul  witneflcth  Mrhon  he 
lays^  Ilive\  jHnoi  4  ^  Cbrift  livetb  in .me:.£nd 
Jbe  tiff  xvbicb  I  now  £ve  injhflejb^  I  live  b^Jbefakb 
of  tbe  Son  of  God^  who  loved  me,  Mdgaue.biwffdf.fir 
:me.  And  the.Holy  Gholl  dwells  in  us  by  the^it- 
nefs  that  he  bears  to  our  adoption!  and  by  the 
ftediaft  and  cooftant  cry  o(  Jb&ay  Father.  Frapi 
the  in-dweUing  of  tbefc  adorable  divinCjpetiiwQs  hath 
the  wife^man'ls  heart  all  this  wifdom,  and  ^tl^e 
mighty  works ;   which  makes  the  wife  avvi  a 

wonder 


iMxnAer  to  manjr,  and  a  woiMkr  to  hlm^lf. '  And 
"Aus  *mr  ^fifffidemsf  is  §/  God.  And  it  is  ^oVff 
'omng  to  the  bodgr^  being  the  ^ennple  ^f  G^,  and 
"At  facfiitt  being  the  ieac  and  throne  ^df  Ood»  diat 
tdm  t«ifiiom  of  the 'wife  man  is  diffdayed  in  the 
wwld.  Zion^  iays  God,  «r  <iBigr  ft^:  hsre  wiU  I 
dwell  for 'ever ^i  f&r'Jbave  d^ed  k.  Out  of  2ion 
%be  (Lord  roars,  and  ucteps  his  voice  from  Jcruia*- 
lenvi  which  jemfalem  isnothii^elfebut  his  cove- 
nant^ and  the  vied  of  God  in  it.  Out  of  Zion, 
•the  perfection  ^f  beauty,  God  hath  and  will  for 
p9tT  ibinei  but  this  fliintng  is  into  our  hearts^  to 
give  us  the  light  of  the  ^knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God  in  the  face  of  Je(u$'Chri(t. 

Fourthly*  But  the  wife  man's  heart  not  onlf 
taacheth  his  mouth,  but  it  udiktb  lemmkg  to  bis  tips. 
Akfxonder  Pope  lays  that  there  is  difference  between 
karning  and  languages;  and  perhaps  there  is.  There 
isadeal  of  difference  between  the  wifdom  of  God  in 
a  myftery,  and  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  that  comes 
to  nodiing.  We  read  o(  all  the  ttmUs  rftbis  life,  in 
the  Adsi  and  we  read  cf. great  fweUing  werds  of 
vanity y  in  Peter.  Homer's  IHad^  which  is  fo  oouoh 
efteemed,  is  (till  of  fiich.  They  aoe  empty  founds, 
like  bladders  full  of  wind;  .prick  them,  and",  IHce 
ether,  they  evaporate  into^air.  And  the  whqle  ac« 
count  is  nothing  elfe  but  thepotiberds  of  the.eardi 
ftriving  with  che  pot(heiuis  for  maftery.  He  \  tells 
us  of  the  moumaifis  iof  :thc  dead,  the  ample  Ihield, 
dnd  reeking'gove ;  and  of  the  earth  treinblingjat 

the 
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the  fall  of  his  warriors*    The  word  of  God  catts 
all  thefe  the  drop  of  a  buchti^  w$ms  of  the  eanb,  the 
duft  ef  a  baknci^  grafijofpers^  and  the  crufinng  ^  ^ 
mQtb*  Job  !¥•  1 9.    Hiefe  words  debafe  fallen  men 
to  ^  level  with  the  meancft  creatures,  when  Homer 
exalts  them  to  be  almoft  as  gods.    But  as  the  wiP* 
dom  of  this  world  is  oppofed  to  the  wildom  of 
God,  fo  the  words  which  God  teacheth  are  oppoied 
to  the  words  of  human  wifdom.    Which  things  alfo 
we  Jpeaky  not  m  the  words  which  matis  mfdam 
teacheth^  but  which  the  Hofy  Ghojt  tekeheih ;  compmr-^ 
ing  fpiritual  things  wkh  ^^riiuaL     1  Cor.  IL  i  j. 
The  glorious  things  which  the  ancient  prophets 
faw  in  the  vifions  of  God,  and  have  left  upon  re- 
cord, are  as  puzzling  to  the  learned  as  to  the  illi- 
terate.    And  the  vifion  tf'aU  is  become  ttntoyou  as  the 
words  of  a  book  that  is  feaUdy  which  men  delher  to 
one  that  is  karned^  fvit^g^  Rtad  this,  I  pray  thee: 
and  hejaiihf  I  cannot  i  for  it  isfedled.     And  the  book 
is  delivered  to  him  that  is  not  leamedy  fayingy  Read 
this^  I  pr^  thee :  and  he  faithy  I  am  not  learned. 
Ifdah  xxix.  II,  II.    The  fcholar  that  could  not 
read  this  book  of  vifions  was  a  man  of  huoian 
learning,  and  he  contains  that  the  book  is  iealed^ 
Ho  that  he  owned  that  ipiritual  things  cannot  be 
difcerned  but  by  the  Spirit  of  God.    Hence  it  ap^ 
pears  that  divine  teaehing  is  oeceflkry  in  order  to 
undcrftand  divine  things.     And  God  has  made 
provifion  for  this  alfo.    He  tdls  us  that  the  law  is 
fchodmafter  i  and  he  will  chaften  us  and  teadi 
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Us  but  of  his  law.  ^  And  Chrift  fays  that  imerj  cne 
thai  btaretb  and  leametb  of  the  Father^  cometb  unto 
me  I  that  wc  liiay  fit  down  at  his  feet,  and  receive 
of  bis  ikrord ;  for  the  words  of  eternal  life  are  in  his 
mouth ;  as  Job  faiths  IVbo  teacbe:b  likt  bim  ?    Job 

The  things  which  we  are  i6  learn  are  iii  the 
fcripttires  of  truth,  f^or  wbatjotvcr  tbings  v^tr^t 
written  aforetime  were  written  for  vur  learning ;  ibat 
we  tbrougb  pati^e  and  comfort  of  thefcriptures  migbt 
baue  hope.  Rom.  xv.  4,  The  fcriptures  are  our 
books  of  learning  i  and  God  promifes  to  teach  us 
out  of  thefe  books ;  *and  this  fort  of  learning  is  to 
be  held  faft>  and  to  be  highly  efteemed.  But  con^ 
4inue  tbou  in  the  things  wbicb  tbou  haft  learnedy  and 
bqft  been  affured  of^  knowing  of  whom  tbou  baft  learned 
tbem.  2  Tim.  iii.  14^  The  chief  branch  of  this 
divine  learning  is  ChriH:  Jefus.  He  is  the  wifdom  of 
God  in  a  myftery,  and  the  great  myftery  of  god* 
linels.  Hence  we  read  of  fome  who  gave  them« 
ftlves  6ver  to  all  uncleannefs;  and  of  others  who 
not  fo  learned  Cbrift.  Eph*  iv.  20.  Human  learn- 
ing and  divine  learning  are  diftinguiihcd  the  one 
from  the  other  in  the  fcHpturcs.  The  apoftles ., 
themielves^  xhough  taught  of  God,  are  called  un- 
Jearnedj  bedaufe  they  had  not  got  human  learning. 
Now  when  they  faw  the  boldnefs  of  Peter  and  Jobn^ 
etnd  perceived  that  tbey  were  wleqrned  and  ignorant 
men,  they  marvelled,  Afts  i v.  1 3.  Thefe  are  called 
unlearned,  becaufe  they  had  not  human  learning ; 
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fo  there  arc  others  that  are  called  unkarned,  bc- 
caufc  they  have  no  divine  teaching.  But  if  allpro^ 
fbefyy  and  there  come  in  one  that  believeth  noty  or  one 
unlearned,  be  is  convinced  of  all,  be  is  judged  of  all* 
I  Cor.  xiv.  24.  And  Peter  tells  us  that  in  Paul's 
cpiftles  there  are  fome  things  bard  to  be  underfiood, 
ivhicb  they  that  are  unlearned  and  unftable  wreji^  as 
they  do  alfo  the  other fcriptures.    2  Peter  iii.  16. 

The  heart  of  the  wife  teacbeth  kis  mouthy  faith  nny 
text,  and  addeth  learning  to  his  lips.  God  teacheth 
the  heart,  and  the  heart  teacheth  the  mouth.  Di- 
vine learning  doth  not  lie  in  great  fwelling  words  of 
vanity y  but  in  words  weighty  and  powerful  i  weighty 
becaufe  they  come  from  God,  and  lead  to  the 
enjoyment  of  an  eternal  wdght  of  gkry.  They  are 
faid  to  be  powerful,  becaufe  they  influence  the 
foul,  bow  the  will,  and  conftrain  to  obedience. 
That  which  commonly  pafTcs  for  learning  among 
us,  confifts  in  ftoring  the  mind  and  memory  with 
the  natural  and  acquired  parts  and  abilities  of  the 
ancient  heathens.  But  divine  teaching  widely 
diflfers  from  this.  It  lies  in  the  deep  things  of 
God.  The  Spirit  Jearcheth  all  things ;  yea,  the  deep 
'  things  of  God  And  this  is  •  done  that  wc  might 
know  the  things  which  are  freely  given  us  of  God. 
The  fecret  of  his  decrees  is  with  the  righteous. 
The  depths  of  his  ancient  councils  are  made  known 
at  our  converfion,  which  is  called  the  purpoie  of 
God,  and  the  myftery  of  his  will;  he  having 
predeftinated  us  to  the    adoption   of.  lbns>   and 
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fending  his  Spirit  into  the  heart  to  make  it  known 
to  us.    His  exalting  his  dear  Son,  from  all  eternity, 
to  be  our  future  head,  king,  and  mediator,  is  the 
depth  of  divine  wifdom,  which  God  ordained  before 
the  world  unto  our  glory  j  which  none  of  the  princes 
of  this  world  knew.    Predeftination  to  the  adoption 
of  children,  and  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of 
Chrift,  and  to  eternal  life  and  glory  by  him,  arc 
fuch  deep  things  as  cannot  be  learned  but  by  the 
Spirit  of  God.    God  making  us  accepted  in  Chrift, 
and  admitting  us  into  his  grace  and  favour  by  the 
faith  of  him,  and  under  the  influence  of  his  Spirit, 
is  a  moft  precious  branch  of  divine  learning.  Com- 
munion and  fellowfhip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
an  underftanding  of  this,  the  enjoyment  of  it,  and 
to  be  enabled  to  fet  it  forth  to  others,  is  the  beft. 
wifdom  and  learning  in  all  this  world.    But  then  al| 
divine  fubjefts  are  unfavoury  to  men  in  a  ftace  of 
nature ;  and  every  branch  of  human  learning  is  dry, 
lifelefs,  and  unfavoury,  to  a  foul  quickened  of  God. 
In  fliort,  there  are  no  depths  to  be  compared  to  the 
fecret  purpofes  and  all-wife  councils  of  God.     No 
heights  like  thofe  of  divine  love;  no  wifdom  to  be 
compared  to  the  deftruftion  of  Satan,  fin,  and  death, 
by  the  myftery  of  the  crofs.     No  learning  fo  fatis- 
fa&ory  as  that  which  leads  us  to  a  knowledge  of 
God,  and  of  our  intereft  in  him.     This  learning  i$ 
unftious,  favoury,  and  fatisfying,  haviqg  the  dew  of 
divine  favour,  the  grace  6f  God,  and  eternal  life,  in  it. 
Sometimes  the  wonderful  performances  of  God 
are  let  forth  poetically,  that  they  may  be  adorned 
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With  the  flights  of  heavenly  poetry,  as  in  the  third 
chapter  of  Habakkuk.  And  fometimes  all  created 
nature  is  ranfacked  for  images  to  fet  forth  the  glory 
of  Chrifty  the  beauty  of  the  church  in  him,  their 
mutual  love,  and  eternal  union,  as  in  the  Song  of 
Solomon.  And  it  is  thought,  by  fome,  that  the 
moft  eloquent  orator  in  the  fchool  of  nature  nev^r 
could  find  out  fuch  a  variety  of  words  to  exprefs 
one  and  the  fame  thing  as  are  to  be  found  in  the 
119th  pfalm.  ^be  heart  of  the  wife  teacbetb  Us 
mouthy  and  addtth  Uaming  to  bis  lips.  The  flrength 
and  art  of  oratory  may  warm  the  imagination,  and 
move  the  natural  paflions>  but  words  of  truth 
and  peace,  which  convey  the  power  of  cUvine  grace, 
and  minifter  fluth,  hope,  and  love,  are  the  only 
learning  that  can  fuit  a  hungry  foul,  convinced  of 
his  natural  blindnefs  and  ignorance.  Such  God  pro- 
mifcs  to  fired  with  knowledge  and  underllanding, 
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VIII. 

T«S   BA&INO   HIARTj   AND    GOD's    UNXRRIMO 

WAYS. 


^bej  do  alway  err  in  their  heart ;  and  they  have  not 
knowri^my  ways.    So  I /ware  in  my  wrath,  ^ey 
Jball not  enter  into  nty  reft.    Heb.  iii,  lO,  ii. 


There  arc  innumerable  ways  in  which  men  err; 
and  even  the  bcft  of  men  err,  and  that  in  many 
things.     Who  can  underftand  his  errors?    Cleanfe 
thou  mt  from  Jecret  faults.    Pfalm  xix.  1 2.     Every 
thing  that  is  contrary  to  the  revealed  will  of  God 
is  crror#     Some  err  in  vifion>  feeing  vanity  and 
divining  liess  fome  err  in  judgment;  fome  err  in  . 
ipiriti  and  others  in  practice  s  and  in  many  ,  things 
(fays  James)  we  offend  all.    But  every  error  is  not 
perpetual,  like  this  in  my  texti  nor  is  every  error 
feated  and  rooted  in  the  heart,  as  this  is.    This 
error,  in'  my  text,  is  the  damning  fin  of  unbelief, 
as  may  be  fcen  in  Ifrael  of  old;  who,  living  under 
the  found  of  God's  voice,  and  beholding  God's 
miraculous  power  as  they  did ;    and  feeing  the^ 
cloudy  pillar  over  their  camp  by  day,  and  the  pillar 
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of  fire  by  night;  and  to  be  cyc-witncflcs  of  the 
power  of  God  which  they  beheld  in  Egypt,  at  the 
Red  Sea,  and  in  the  wildcrnefs,  for  forty  years  to- 
gether ;  and,  under  all  thcfe  difplays  of  goodncfs 
and  fcverity,  to  be  fo  rooted  in  unbelief  as  to  offer 
their  Jacrijices  to  devils^  after  whom  they  went  a  whor- 
ing (Levit.  xvii.  17);  and  fo  to  harden  their  hearts 
in  infidelity,  as  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of 
God,  both  in  his  mercies  and  in  his  judgments. 
Thefe  tilings  are  left:  upon  record  as  the  greatcft 
of  provocations,  and  to  warn  all  profefling  people, 
in  the  days  of  the  gofpel,  againft  their  bad  exam- 
ple. To-day,  while  the  fun  of  righteoufncfs  ihines, 
^O'day^  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice ^  harden  not  your 
heart,  as  in  the  provocation,  and  as  in  the  day  of 
temptation  in  the  wildernefs :  when  your  fathers  tempted 
me,  proved  me^  and  f aw  my  work.  Forty  years  long 
was  I  grieved  with  this  generation,  and /aid.  It  is  a 
people  that  do  err  in  their  heart,  and  they  have  not 
known  my  ways.  Pfalm  xcv.  7 — ^10.  That  the 
heart-error,  in  my  text,  is  unbelief,  is  plain,  both 
from  the  Old  Teftament  and  the  New,  And  the 
Lord /aid  unto  Mofes,  How  long  will  this  peopie  pro- 
voke me  ?  and  how  long  will  it  be  ere  they  believe  me, 
for  all  the  figns  zvhicb  I  havefhewed  among  them  ?  I 
will  fmite  them  with  the  peJliUnce.  Num.  xiv.  11. 
Again,  Add  when  the  Lord/aw  it,  be  abhorred  them^ 
he^aufe  of  t  e  provoking  of  hisfons,  and  of  his  daugh* 
ters.  And  he  /aid,  I  will  hide  my  face  from  them,  I 
wiUJee  what  their  end  fhall  he :  for  they  are  a  very 
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froward  generation,  •  children  in  whom  is  no  faith. 
Deut.  xxxii.  19,  20.  Again,  "The  Lord  your  God^ 
which  goeth  before  you  y  he  Jball  fight  for  you,  accord- 
ing to  all  that  he  did  in  Egypt  before  your  eyes  i  and 
in  the  wildemefSj  where  thou  haft  Jeen  how  that  the 
Lord  thy  God  bare  tbee^  as  a  man  doth  bare  his  fon, 
in  all  the  way  that  ye  went^  until  ye  came  into  this 
place.  Tet  in  this  thing  ye  did  not  believe  the  Lord 
your  God.    Deut.  i,  30 — ^32. 

Without  faith  it  is  impoffiblc  to  pleafc  God,  bc- 
caufe  unbelief  is  a  giving  God  the  ]ie  in  all  that  he 
fays,  and.  in  all  that  he  does.     It  gives  God  the 
lie    in    all    he   fays.     He  that  believeth  not  Gody 
hath  made  him  a  liar;  becaufe  he  believeth  not  the 
record  that  God  gave  of  his  Son.    i  John  v.  10.     It 
gives  God  the  lie  in  his  works  alfo,  as  he  com- 
plains.    Hotv  long  will  it  be  ere  they  believe  me,  for 
all  the  figns  that  I  have  fhewed  among  them  ?    And 
it  is  furprifing  how  many  wife  and  learned  heads 
have  laboured  and  toiled  at  that  difplay  of  divme 
power  which  God  put  forth  in  dividing  the  Red 
Sea,  in  order  to  leflen  and  eclipfe  the  glory  of  God 
in  it.    They  endeavour  to  prove  that,  at  certain 
feafons,  a  powerful  wind  blows  in  one  diredion, 
and  this  performed  the  operation.    Others,  that, 
at  low  water,  one  part  is  fordable ;  and  that  Mofes 
was  acquainted  with  thefe  things,  and  knew  the 
times,  and  fo  embraced  the  opportunity  of  cro£Ging 
it  at  thofe  feafons.    So  fearful  are  thefe  fobs  of  ir- 
fidelity  that  God  fhould  have  any  glory  from  Ks 
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own  works.  But  truth  tells  us  that  God  divided 
the  Red  Sea  into  parts.  This  is  the  truth  of  Godi; 
and  that  faith  which  comes  from  God  believes  it  i 
for,  as  Mr.  Bruce  fays,  we  may  jufl  as' well  deny 
that  God  made  the  fea,  as  to  deny  that  hfi  haa 
power  to  divide  it. 

It  was  this  fin  of  unbelief  that  kept  Hrael  out  of 
'die  promifed  land,  according  to  Paul's  epiftle  to 
the  Hebrews  j  for  he  aflcs,  jinJ  to  wham  /ware  ha. 
thdt  theyjbould  not  enter  into  his  reft^  bui  to  them  that 
helieved  not  ?  So  we  Jee  they  could  not  enter,  in  be^. 
cattfe  of  unbelief.  Heb.  iii.  i8,  19.  This  fin  not. 
only  kept  theiti  out  of  the  promiied  lane},,  but 
it  procured  their  eternal  d&ftru6i:io;i.  •  For  the 
Jjord^  having  faved  the  people  out  of  tie  land  of  Egypt, 
^erward  defir^yed  them  that  believed  not.   Jude  5. 

That  which  makes  this  fin  of  unbelief  fb  very 

aggravating  is,  that  the  unbeliever  doth  not  gt?^ 

the  God  of  truth  that  credit  that  he  ^ves  to  fi'ail 

man;  thou^  God  be  true,  and  every  man  a  liar. 

The  Egyptians,  that  could  not  believe  the  reality 

of  the  miracles  of  Mofes,  believed  th^  miracles  of 

the  magicians ;  and  the  Ifraelices,  that  oniJd  not 

believe  the  report  that  God  gave  of  the  promi&d 

land,  of  its  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  yet  they 

credited  and  firmly  believed  all  them  that  brought 

up  an  evil  report  upon  the  good  land ;  and  their 

&ith  in  thefe  lies  was  attended  with  fijch  zeal,  that 

Ibey  even  threatened  to  ftone  Joihua  and  Caleb 

for  contradifting  it.    An  unbeliever  will  not  give 
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that  credit  and  ths^t  hearty  ai&nt  to  truth  as  he 
will  to  lies ;  nor  give  that  honour  to  God  which 
he  gives  to  Satan^  /  am  come  (lays  Chrift)  in  my 
F^uber"^  uamcy  and  ye  receive  me  not:  if  another  Jball 
(ome  in  bis  own  tiame,  him  ye  will  receive.  John  v*  4  j. 
And  they  that  ^ame  in  their  own  name>  were  feot 
by  Satan,  Hence  it  appears  to  me,  that  thai: 
branch  qf  unbelief  which  was  the  deftruftion  of  the 
Jewifh  nation,  was  not,  ftriftly  fpeaking,  the  want 
of  that  faith  which  is  peculiar  to  God's  eleft ;  for 
|io'  man  can  exercife  a  grace  which  he  never  pof* 
fei&d«  But  their  unbelief  was  this,  that  they  did 
not  give  that  credit  and  honour  to  Chrill:  which 
fhey  gave  to  men,  and  to .  men  nocorioufly  evil. 
They  did  nof  give  that  hearty  affent  to  the  words 
of  the  Son  of  God,  norconfefs  him,  nor  receive 
))im,  nor  honour  him,  with  that  affedion,  regard, 
fear,  and  homage,  which  they  ^aid  to  men,  to 
deceivers,  hypocrites,  impoftors,  and  eyen  to 
devils. 

The  Jews  had  in  their  hands  the  oracles  of  God, 
the  law,  covenants,  prophecies,  and  promifes. 
They  had  the  line  and  genealogy  of  Chrift  from 
bis  birth  to  his  feffion  at  the  right  hand  of  God; 
the  families  he  was  to  defcend'  from,  even  from 
Adan)  to  Jofeph  and  Mary;  the  doftrine  he,  was 
CO  preach,  the  miracles  he  was  to  perform,  the 
death  he  ihould  die,  and  the  glorious  redemption 
of  his  people  by  it ;  the  glory  that  fliould  follow, 
^nd  xhfi  falvatioi)  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  by  it.   And 
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thofe  very  men  who  were  the  writers  and  ex- 
pounders of  thefe  oracleS)  and  the  mailers  and 
teachers  of  the  people,  and  who  boafted  fo  much 
of  their  light,  underftanding,  and  wifdom,  as  to 
afk  Chrift  himfelf,  Are  tve  blind  aljo?  and  affert, 
that  this  people^  who  knozvetb  not  the  law^  are  curfedi 
that  this  people,  who  alone  were  intruded  with 
the  oracles  of  God,  and  who  had  thefe  to  guide 
.  them,  and  thefe  to  try  every  pretender  from  a  true 
prophet  by  Deut.  xviii.  a^j  and  yet  thefe  very 
men,  with  all  their  boaded  light,  aded  contrary. 
to  all  that  they  read,  and  pretended  to  believe  and 
revere;  as  it  is  written.  For  they  that  dwell  at 
Jerufalem^  and  their  rulers^  becauje  they  knew  him 
voty  nor  yet  the  voices  of  the  prophets  which  are  read 
every  Jabbath  day^  they  have  fulfilkd  them  in  condemn-^ 
h^g  him.  And  though  they  found  no  caufe  of  death  in 
bim^  yet  defired  they  Pi' ate  that  he  might  be  fUun. 
And  when  they  had  fulfilled  all  that  was  written  of 
him,  they  took  him  down  from  the  tree^  and  laid  him 
in  a  fepulchre.  But  God  raifed  him  from  the  dead. 
Afts  xiii.  27 — 30.  But  it  appears  that  their  infi- 
delity was  magnified  ftill  higher  in  that  our  Lord's 
holy,  fpoclefs,  and  obedient  life;  his  fcriptural 
vindications  of  himfelf,  his  charafter  and  condu6t^ 
by  which  he  had  always  put  them  to  filence  j  the 
miracles  of  mercy  that  he  wrought,  the  gracious 
change  that  appeared  in  his  poor  followers,  his 
continual  labour  in  doing  good ;  were  fo  evident, 
powerful,   and  convincing,   that  even  their  own 
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confcicnces  bore  witnefs  to  him  j  fo  that  xvben  the 
bujbandmen  Jaw  the  foriy  they  /aid  among  them/elves j 
nis  is  the  heir ;  come,  and  lei  us  kill  bim^  and  let  us 
Jeize  on  bis  inheritance.  Matt.  xxi.  38.  Nicodemus 
confcffed,  as  the  mouth  of  all  the  chief  rulers, 
that  Jcfus  was  a  teacher  that  came  from  God,  and 
that  no  man  could  do  the  miracles  that  Jefus  did, 
except  the  Lord  be  with  him.  John  iii.  i.  And 
it  is  farther  declared  that  among  the  chief  rulers  alfo 
inany  Relieved  on  him ;  hut  becau/e  of  the  Pbarifees 
they  did  not  confefs  him^  left  they  fbould  be  put  out  of 
the  Jynagogue :  for  they  loved  the  fraije  of  men  more 
than  the  praife  of  God.  John  xii.  42,  43.  The 
truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  our  Lord's  doftrine^ 
miracles,  holy  life,  and  tiie  irrefiftible  force  of  his 
anfwers  and  refutations  that  he  gave  them  and  all 
gainfayers,  were  fo  powerful,  and  attended  with 
fuch  convincing  proofs  and  cutting  convi£bions, 
that  their  own  hearts  and  confciences  were  as  fully 
perfuaded  o£>  the  truth  of  his  mefliahQiip  as  the 
devils  themfelves  were,  who  believe  and  tremble, 
and  afk  if  he  was  come  to  torment  them  before 
the  time,  faying,  H^e  know  thee  who  thou  art^  the 
holy  one  of  God.  Thus  devils  believed  and  con- 
fefled,  tut  the  Jews  believed  and  denied.  Their 
thirft  for  human  applaufe,  their  felf-love,  the  en- 
mity of  their  minds  at  being  fo  expofcd,  and  their 
rage  and  jealoufy  in  defence  of  their  own  honour, 
carried  them  into  defperation,  which  bore  down 
even  the  teftimooy  of  their  own  confcience  \  hence 

they 
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they  alk,  Have  any  of  the  rulers^  or  rffbe  Pharifees^ 
believed  on  him  ?  John  vii.  48.  A  nd  yet  it  is  (aid, 
that  among  the  chief  rulers  alfo  many  beUeved  on  him ; 
tut  becaufe  of  the  Pbarifees  they  did  not  comfefs  him. 
John  xii«  42.  What  conicicnce  believed  the  mouth 
denied^  enmity  bore  down  aH  conviftion^  and 
offered  violence  to  the  decifions  of  their  own  con* 
fcience.  Neverthclefs  the  convictions  which  con- 
jcience  received  of  the  truth  of  Jefus  incrcafed,  and 
grew  ftronger  and  ftronger  upon  them ;  firft,  by 
the  conviftion  and  confeflion  of  Judas,  who  brought 
back  the  money  to  tbem»  threw  it  down  before 
Aem,  and  who>  in  black  defpair,  confefled  that  he 
had  finned  and  betrayed  innocent  blood,  and  then 
went  and  hanged  himfelf.  And  this  was  known  to 
aU  that  dwelt  at  Jerufalem  %  infomuch  as  the  field 
which  they  bought  with  the  money  is  called  the 
£eld  of  blood, 

a«  Confcience  received  addidonal  ftrength  at 
the  crucifixion  of  Chrift>  by  the  earthquake,  the 
darknefs  which  overfpread  the  land,  the  rending 
of  the  rocks,  the  report  of  many  dead  bodies  rifing 
out  of  their  graves  and  appearing  to  many;  befides 
the  rending  the  vail  of  the  temple  from  the  top  to 
the  bottom. 

3.  The  watch  which  they  fet  to  guard  the 
tomb.  Thefe  coming  to  the  chief  rulers  filled 
with  terror  and  confternadon ;  telling  them  of  the 
defcent  of  the  angels,  of  their  fhining  appearance, 
and  rolling  away  the  ftone^  and  telling  the  wemen 
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rfiat  hi  is  not  here  \  hut  is  ri/en.  Conies  Jet  the  plau 
where  the  Lord  lay.  Confcience  could  not  reccivJC 
a  much  fuller  conviftion  than  this.  'And  here  the 
Lx)rd  fulfilled  his  promife  to  them :  When  y^have 
lifted  ftp  the  Son  ofman^  then /boll ye  know  that  1  am 
be.  John  viii.  iZ.  But  neither  doth  this  ftop 
them.  They  knew,  and  they  believed ;  but  they 
aAed  contrary  to  both,  by  bribing  the  foldiers  and 
forging  of  lies.  Confcience  believed,  but  the  heart 
never  embraced.  They  had  the  follcft  conviftions 
of  the  truth  that  nature  could  have  from  the  mod 
undoubted  evidences ;  but  the^  continued  ftill  to 
fight  againft  both  God  and  confcience. 

/  come  in  tny  Father's  name-,  fays  Chrift,  and  you 
receive  me  net ;  another  JhaU  coke  in  bis  own  name^ 
him  ye  will  teceive.  Two-  impoftors  came  befose 
Chrift's  time.  Thefe  our  Lord  calls  thieves  and 
robbers.  But  the  fheep  did  not  hear  them;  but 
many  of  the  others  did.  And  the  two  arch  de^ 
ccivcrs  that  came  among  them  after  Chrift's  refiir* 
rcdion  were  received  by  a  multitude  of  the  Jews* 
And  this  (ecms  to  be  the  damning  unbelief  of  that 
people,  that  falfe  prophets  were  received  and 
Ipoken  well  of;  yea,  impoftors,  deceives,  and 
falfe  ChriftSjWcre  all  received,  extolled,  and  ho* 
noured,  though  they  came  in  their  own  name,  and 
fent  by  Satan ;  when  Chrift,  who  came  with  all 
the  charaftcrs  of  the  Meffiah,  was  rcjeded,  tliough 
God  bore  witnefc  to  him  three  times  by  a  voice 
from  heaven.    Hence  we  may  fee  that  confcience 
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may  receive  convidlion  by  the  force  of  truth,  and 
be  compelled  to  aflcnt  to  that  which  cannot  be  de- 
nied, when  tlie  affeftioris  never  embrace,  nor  even 
dcfire,  the  things  believed.  Hence  the  chief  rulers 
arc  laid  to  believe  on  him,  but  not  to  receive  him, 
nor  to  confcfs  him*  If  they  had'  embraced  him  in 
their  affeftions,  they  would  have  confcfled  him 
with  their  mouth. 

,  And  here  the  juft  judgment  of  God  appears, 
that  when  men  wilfully  fhut  their  eyes  againft  God's 
ways,  and  choofe  their  own,  he  choofes  their  de- 
lufions.  Thefe  rejeftcd  Chrift,  and  God  in  him  i 
falfe  Chrifts  come,  and  are  received,  and  Satan  in 
them  i  that  as  they  received  r.ot  the  love  of  the  fruib, 
thai  they  might  be/avedy  God  fends  them  ftrong  delu^ 
Jioiiy  that  they  fhould  believe  a  lie^  that  they  all  might 
he  damned  who  believe  not  the  truth.    2  ThefT.  ii. 

11,  12. 

Whatfoever  (fays  Paul)  ,ts  not  of  faith  ^  is  Jin  i  fo 
that  the  unbeliever  can  do  nothing  but  fin.  Hence 
my  text  (ays  that  he  always  errs  in  his  heart.  He 
always  errs ;  and  he  errs  in  all  he  does.  Faith  is 
a  going  out  of  felf  into  Chrift ;  and  the  more  the 
believer  gets  into  Chrift  the  more  he  favours  of 
him,  and  the  more  he  loves  him  i  and  the  more 
he  adores  him  the  more  he  honours  him,  and 
feeks  the  honour  of  him  i  and  fuch  God  honours, 
and  will  honour.  But  unbelief  abides  in  the  flelh, 
and  works  by  felf-love,  and  feeks  the  approbation, 
applaufci  and  honour,  of  men  i  and  how  can  fuch 
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believe?  How  can  ye  believe  which  receive  honour 
9ne  of  anothir^  andjcek  not  the  honour  that  come tb  from 
God  only  ?  John  v.  44.  Lovers  of  God,  and  lovers 
of  themfelves,  divide  the  profefling  world.  If  God 
reigns  jn  the  heart,  felf  is  dethroned  ji  if  God 
comes  into  the  affedtions,  felf  goes  out ;  if  God 
rifes,  felf  falls ;  if  God  be  adored,  felf  is  abhorred ; 
if  God  be  followed,  felf  is  denied  -,  if  God  be  all, 
the  believer  is  lefs.than  nothing. 

Unbelief  is  Satan's  own  feed,  his  darling,  his 
fliield  and  buckler ;  it  bars  the  heart  againft  every- 
thing that  comes  from  God,  but  embraces  all  that 
comes  from  Satan.  Ic.rejedts  God,  and  Chrift, 
the  Holy  Spirit,  the  gofpel,  the  minifters  of  it, 
and  the  followers  o£  it ;  but  falfe  prophets,  falie 
Chrifts,  ftrong  delufions,  blind  guides,  falfe  apoftles, 
and  deceitful  .workers,  thefe  it  receives.  They  do 
dhvay  err  in  their  heart  i  and  they  have  not  known 
my  ways, 

I  (hall  now  endeavour  to  purfue  and  ex- 
plain a  vein  of  truth  which  has-  often  appeared 
precious  to  me ;  and.  it  is  a  patk  which  is  little  un- 
derftood .  And  I  Ihall  begin  with  Abraham,  whofe 
religion  and  profeflion  ivere  ipiritual  and  evangeli- 
cal, even  upwards  of  four  hundred  years  before 
the  miniftration  of  death  upon  tables  of  ftone  was 
given.  ^  Abrabami  fays  God,  obeyed  nrf  voice,  and 
kept,  my  charge^  my  commandments^  myjiatutes^  and  my 
laws*    Geri.  xxvi.  5. 

When  God  called  Abraham  out  of  bis  country, 

and 
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and  out  frotii  the  children  of  this  worlds  by  faith 
lie  obeyed  and  went»  not  knowing  whither  he  went« 
This  was  the  obedience  of  faith  to  the  voice  of 
God. 

Hi  kept  my  charge.  •  7  How  btm,  thai  be  will  com^ 
mand  bis  children  and  bis  boiifehold  after  bim^  and 
ibey  JhaU  keep  the  tvay  of  the  Urd^  t9  do  juftice  and 
judgment  I  tbatJfie  Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraham  that 
tobicb  be  balb/pokiM  of  him.  Gen.  xviii.  19.  jLod 
all  Abrahanf^s  fpiritual  children  do  the  works  of 
Abraham;  and  this  is  manifeft^  becaule  God 
brii^  upon  Abraham's  children  diat  which  he  hath 
l^okeh  of  him  $  namely^  the  l)lei]lng  of  Abraham 
comes  upon  the  Gentiles  through  &ith;  for  as 
many  as  an  offaitb  are  bkjfed  with  faithful  jfbra* 
kam.  V  Gal.  iii.  9. 

He  kept  God's  comma(idments.  He  was  cir« 
cumcifed  himfelf^  and  all  his  houfe»  on  the  day 
that  God  commanded  it.  This  Paul  calls  the  fign 
of  circumcifion\  and  love  to  God  in  the  heart  is 
the  fubflance  of  that  fign ;  for  they  are  the  true 
circumcifion  who  love  God,  and  worfliip  him  in 
the  Spirit. 

He  kept  my  fiatutes.  I  am  the  aimigbty  God:  walk 
before  me,  and  be  tbou  perfect.  Gen.  xvii.  i«  I  am 
thy  ftneldy  and  thy  exceeding  great  reward*  Gen.  xv.  u 
To  walk  before  God  is  to  walk  in  his  imnciedkte 
prefence,  and  in  the  light  of  his  counteoanpe;  it  is 
to  live  in  a  filial  fear  of  his  goodneis»  in  peace  and 
equity;  or^  in  other  words^   in  firiendihip  with 

him^ 
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him,  and  with  a  good  cohfcicncc  towand  God^ 
To  be  upright  before  God  is  to  truft  in  him,  to 
cxercife  faith  upon  him,  and  to  love  him  With  all 
the  heart.  The  upright  man  is  the  juft  riian  (Hab; 
II.  4) ;  and  he  is  upright  that  loves  God.  5ong  i.4* 
There  is  no  liprightnefs  but  in  faith  and  love; 
Unbelievers  and  enemies  to  Chrift  are  Terpen ts^ 
and  a  generation  of  vipers,  crooked  and  pirverfe 
in  all  their  ways. 

Abraham  kept  my  taws^  fays  God.  tJe  kept  the 
law  of  faith  (Rom.  iii.  27),  the  law  of  love  (Gal. 
vi.  2),  and  the  law  of  liberty  (James  i.  25).  That 
Abraham  kept  thefe  laws  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
prove. 

Upon  God's  call  to  AbrahanA  Paul  fays,  By 
faith  be  obeyed^  and  went  outy  not  knowing  whither  b6 
went.  This  was  the  beginning  of  his  obedience* 
And  when  God  promifed  that  his  feed  (hould  ht 
as  the  ftars  for  multitude,  he  believed  Gdd,  and 
he  counted  it  to  him  for  righteoufnefs.  And  that 
he  kept  this  law  to  the  laft  is  plain,  becaufe  it  li 
affirmed  of  him,  that  be  died  in  faith.  Heb'.xi.  13. 

Abraham  kept  the  law  of  love.  He  was  dotingly 
fond  of  Hagar,  of  Ilhmael,  and  efpecially  of  Ifaac ; 
but  he  loved  his  God  above  thefe,  and  all  the 
world  befides ;  for  at  God's  command  he  turned 
Hagar  and  Ifhmael  both  oflt  of  doors  j  ahcl  arfaN 
ther  ordefs  he  ofiered  up  Ifaac.  Arid  yoii  may  fee 
the  fpring-tide  of  his  love,  at  that  veiy  time,  by 
the  overflowings  of  his  joy :  Tour  father  jibraham 
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rgoiced  to  fee  my  day :  and  he  Jaw  ity  and  was  glad. 
John  viii.  56,  Though  Abraham  faw  not  JcfuB 
in  the  flclh,  yet  he  faw  his  dayj  whom,  having  not 
feen,  he  loved  j  and  though  he  faw  him  not,  yet, 
believing,  he  rejoiced  with  joy  unfpcakablc  and 
full  of  glory ;  yea,  he  rejoiced,  and  v^as  glad.  All 
which  proves  that  he  kept  the  law  of  love,  loving 

God  above  all. 

Abraham  kept  the  law  of  rcleafe,  or,  die  law  of 
liberty.   Paul  tells  us  that  the  gofpcl  was  preached 
to  Abraham,    Gal.  iii.  8.     And  the  intent  of  the 
gofpel  is  to  fet  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruifed. 
And  that  Abraham  kept  this  law  is  plain  by  his 
purgbg  his  houft.     The  Holy  Ghoft  tells  us,  by 
Paul,  that  Sarah  and  Hagar  were  the  two  covenants  i 
that  Sarah  was  Mount  Zion,  the  heavenly  Jcru- 
falem  j   but  Hagar  Mount  Sinai,  and  Jerufalem^ 
that  now  i$.     That  Hagar  was  in  bonds,  but  that 
Sarah  was  free,  in  every  fenfe,  being  the  lawRil 
wife,  and  being  blcffed  of  God.     That  Hagar's  fon 
was  a  bond-child,  but  Ifaac  was  by  promife;  nay, 
farther,  that  be  that  was  born  after  tbefteftf  perfecuHd 
bim  that  was  born  after  the  Spirit  j  even  fo  it  is  now. 
Gal.  iv.  2if.     There  had  been  a  fourteen  years 
ftrife  between  the  bond-woman  and  the  free,    Ha- 
gar, through  pride,  exalted  herfelf,  and  defpiied 
her  miftrcfsj  for  boafting  is  never  excluded  by 
the  law  of  works*    No  fooner  was  the  heir  of  prOf 
mife  born,  but  both  mother  and  fon  began  i^n 
himi  ib  that  thefe  two  fons  and  the  two  mothers'. 
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wrath  and  tove^  bondage  and  liberty^  jjedily  chil-^ 
drcn  and  fpiritual  children,  would  have  kept  Abrsl^ 
ham's  tents  in  a  continual  fmoke  with  wrath,  ftrifci 
and  contention.  And  therefore  God,  who  i^  not 
the  author  of  confufion,  but  of  peace  in  all  chufches^ 
ordets  that  the  old .  covenant,  and  the  bond-childi 
{hould  both  be  caft  out;  that  fervile  fear,  the 
works  of  wrath,  and  legal  bondage,  (hould  be 
chafed  from  his  tents.  Caft  out  this  ionj-woman  and 
herjbn :  for  the  Jen  of  this  bond-wotnan  Jhatt  not  hi 
heir  with  n^fon,  even  with  Ifaac.  For  if  they  which 
are  of  the  law  be  heirs ,  faith  is  made  void,  and  4hi 
prtmdfe  made  of  none  effeS.  Cdft  out  the  f corner  (fays 
wifdom),  and  contention  fi)aU  go  oUti  yea^  JMfe  and 
reproach  fhaU  ceqfe.  2tov.  xxii.  lo.  All  the  time 
that  Abraham  cleaved  to  Hagar  he  cleaved  to  the 
broken  covenant ;  and,  while  he  doted  upon  Rh- 
mad,  he  favoured  the  things  that  be  of  men^  for 
he  was  born  after  the  flefh ;  but  when  God  and 
Sarah  both  orderbd  thefe  to  be  call  out,  he  did  it 
at  once.  He  purged  his  houfe  of  all  the  four 
leaven  and  bitter  waters  of  ftrife;  and  then  his  di- 
vided afiedions  went  back  to  the  better  covenant^ 
to  the  free  woman,  and  to  the  heir  of  prottiife^ 
where  they  ought  ta  bCi  Ahd  as  it  was  in  the  be^ 
gintnig,  fo  it  is  now,  and  ever  ihall  be  s  that  is| 
ferfeB  love  caftetb  out  feat  and  torment.  It  was 
Abraham's  conjundion  with  Hagar  that  brought 
aO  this  wind  and  confufion  into  his  tents ;  his  Union 
with  her  brought  on  a  fpiritual  bondage.    Theft 
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4re  the  two  covenants  (fays  Paul)  j  tbeone  from  the 
Mount  Sinaij  wbkb  genderetb  to  hondagey  whkb  if 
Agar.  Gal.  iv.  24.  And  this  bondage  was  com-- 
municated  to  Sarah,  and  filled  her  with  wrath, 
r^ge,  and  jealoufy;  fo  that  Abraham  found  that 
the  law  not  only  gendereth  to  bondage,  but  that 
bondage  gendereth  ftrife,.  aTlm.  ii.  23.  Abraham 
having  a  regard  both  for  Hagar  and  her  Ion,  as 
well  as  for  Sarah  and.Ifaac,  he  wifhed  to  unite 
them  and' keep  them  together,  Sarah  lie  knew 
was  blcfled  of  God,  and  he  knew  that  God^ 
blefljng  of  life  came  by  the  covenant  and  promife 
that  God  had  made  with  him ;  but  he  intended  to 
have  kept  Hagar  alio,  as  a  rule  of  life;  but  (he 
tyrannifed  and  ruled  with  fuch  rigour  as  to  weary 
him  and  Sarah  both  -,  and  therefore  Sarah  ordered 
both  her  and  her  fon  out  of  doors.  But  this  was 
too  grievous  to  Abraham  to  be  complied  with  till 
orders  came  from  a  higher  court.  And  God  Jaid 
unto  Abraham^  Let  it  not  he  grievous  in  tbyjigbt  be^ 
caufe  of  the  lad^  avid  becaufe  of  thy  bondswoman ;  in 
all  that  Sarah  bath  faid  unto  tbee  hearken  unto  her 
voice:  for  in  Ifaacjhall  thy  feed,  be  called.  Gen.  3pd.  1 2* 
I  will  be  called  tie  God  ofj/aacy  not  of  lihrnael; 
and  the  God  of  Jacobs  but  not  of  Efau.  Tifcir  is  mj 
name  for  ever^  and  this  is  my  memorial  unto  all  gene- 
rations. Exodus  iii.  15.  The  day  that  Abraham 
purged  his  houfe  of  chefe»  glorious  liberty  came  to 
him;  and  when  Ifaac  was  born  liberty  came  to  Sarah. ' 
Hence  it  is  faid  of  Zion,  that  wbm  God  turned  her 
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captivity  her  mouth  was  filed  with  laughter j  and  her 
toffgue  with  ftngin^.  ^  And  when  God  turned  the 
captivity  of  Sarah  by  the  birth  of  Ifaac,  and  the 
cxpulfion  of  Hagar,  Sarah  Jaidy  God  hath  made  me 
to  hugh^  Jo  that  all  that  hear  will  laugh  with  me. 
Gen.  xxi.  6.  Hence  the  prophet  fets  thefe  things 
before  us,  and  couples  Sarah  and  Zion  together : 
Look  unto  Abraham  your  father ^  and  to  Sarah  that 
bare  you ;  for  I  called  him  alone ^  and  blejfed  himy  and 
increqfed  him :  for  the  Lord  Jhall  comfort  Zion.  I  fa. 
li.  2,  3.  Now  as  Abraham's  love  had  caft  out 
flavifli  fear,  and  the  tornnenter  of  liis  houfe,  and 
the  whole  of  his  afFeftions  were  goneJback  to  the 
free  woman,  which  Paul  calls  the  better  covenant, 
and  is,  in  a  figure,  the  heavenly  Jenifalem  above, 
which  is  the  mother  of  us  all,  he  made  it  manifefl: 
that  he  held  faft  the  law  of  liberty;  and  as  he 
knew  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  heavenly  Jerufa- 
lem  above,  and  being  juftified  by  God  himfelf,  he 
knew  that  he  had  a  right  to  all  the  privileges,  inri- 
itiunities,  and  treafures,  of  that  wonderful  and 
myfterious  city  j  and  it  is  fpoken  by  the  Spirit,  to 
Abraham's  eternal  honour,  that  he  looked  for  a  city 
which  bath  foundations^  whofe  builder  and  maker  is 
God.    Heb.  xi.  10. 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  laws  which  Abraham  - 
kept  were  the  law  of  faith,  the  law  of  love,  and 
the  perfeft  law  of  liberty.     Thefe  all  come  from 
the  better  covenant,  which  Paul  calls  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem,  which  is  free,  and  which  is  the  mother' 
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pf  all  true  believers.  And  as  all  grace  cofines  from 
th^  city,  fo  all  grace  leads  to  it ;  and  tbofe  who 
^rc  ftrangers  co  this  cityj  and  to  thefe  ways,  do 
alway  err  in  their  heart,  not  knowing  the  ways  of 
God;  and  therefore  they  labour  in  vain.  The  la- 
tour  of  tbefpoUJb  wearietb  every  one  rf  tbem^  becaufe 
be  knowetb  not  bow  to  go  to  tbe  city.  EccK  x.  1 5. 
If  this  city  be  the  covenant  of  grace,  as  Paul  fays 
it  is,  the  way  into  it  is  Chrift,  for  he  is  the  medi- 
ator of  the  covenant ;  and  there  is  no  way  of  enter- 
ing into  covenant  with  God  but  by  the  faith  of 
him*  This  is  the  faint's  ftrong  city.  Salvation  mU 
God  appoint  for  walls  and  bulwarks.  Peace  be  within 
fby  wallsi  and  projperity  within  thy  palaces.  For 
my  cotnpanions^  Jake  will  I  now  Jay^  Peace  b^  within 
thee\  and  he  that  will  enter  in^  let  him  take  hold  of 
W  ftvfngthy  faith  tbe  Lord^  and  he  Jball  make  peace 
with  me.  jChrift  is  the  power  of  God  i  he  is  the 
Son  of  man  made  ftrong  for  himfelf.  And  it  is  the 
union  that  fubfifts  between  the  godhead  and  man- 
hood chat  gives  this  Son  of  man  all  this  ftrength, 
Let  him  take  bold  of  my  ftrength^  and  be  fbatt  make 
Pface  with  me.  Taking  hold  is  believing.  Let  hioi 
pmbrace  and  cleave  tq  the  power  difplayed  or  put 
forth  by  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  by  alarming 
providences,  or  by  awakening  judgments;  whe- 
ther it  be  reproving  power,  rebuking  po,wer,  heart- 
feareh^ng  power,  convifting  power,  condemning 
pqwpr,  Qr  humbling  power,  let  him  receive  if,  and 
pmf  to  the  light  and  force  of  truth^  and  let  him 
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wait  for  my  law,  and  he  fhall  make  peace  with 
me ;  for  faith  Hands  not  in  the  wifdom  of  men^ 
but  in  the  power'  of  God.  Chrift,  as  mediator  of 
the  covenant,  is  the  only  way  into  it.  No  man 
can  come  to  God»  as  a  God  in  covenant,  but  by 
Chrift.  He  is  the  way^  the  trutb^  and  the  life.  All 
the  promifes  of  the  covenant  are  yea  and  amen  in 
him ;  and  all  the  life  promifed  is  in  him :  this  life 
li  in  the  Son.  The  labour  oftbefoolijb  wearietb  every 
Me  of  them.  The  foolifli  labouk  But  it  is  not  by 
working  but  believing;  not  by  works  but  by  fiiith, 
that  men  go  to  this  city;  This  labour  of  the 
foolifh  are  the  works  of  the  law.  Tbere  is  a  way 
ntbiib  Jeemetb  rigbt  unto  a  man ;  hut  tbe  end  tbereof 
arethewaysof  deatb,  Prov.xiv.  12.  This  law  blinds 
the  eyes ;  to  this  day,  when  Mofes  is  read,  the  vail 
is  upon  the  heart.  This  is  the  rcafon  that  the 
wife  man  calls  thefe  labourers  fools.  And  as  he  is 
working  to  earn  life,  inllead  of  receiving  it  as 
God's  gift,  he  calls  him  a  labourer ;  but  the  re* 
Ward  is  not  to  him  that  worketh,  but  to  him  that 
worketh  not.  And  as  the  law  is  fure  to  tire  them 
€][uite  out  with  its  juft  exactions  and  unlimited  de- 
mands, he  lays  tbe  labour  of  tbe  foolifh  wearietb 
ei)ery  one  of  them.  They  are  fure  to  get  out  of 
h^eath^  out  of  (Irength,  and  out  of  heart  too,  at  a . 
long  run;  for  though  this  way  feems  right  unto  a 
rtian,  yet  the  end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death. 
Let  him  labour  as  hard  as  he  may,  and  travel  as 
£tft  as  he  can>  the  fling  of  deadi,  the  fnares  of 
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death,  the  fcDtcnce  of  death,  the  fears  of  death, 
and  he  that  has  the  power  of  dpath,  will  all  purfue 
him,  and  at  length  find  him  out.  entangle  him, 
enter  into  him,  and  prey  upon  him ;  for  aU  his  per- 
formances are  nothing  clfe  but  dead  works,  *per. 
formed  by  men  dead  in  fin,  criminals  in  chains, 
driven  on  by  the  wrath  and  curfe  of  a  broken  law 
to  merit,  by  eye-fervicc  and  bodily  cxer?ifc,  the  in- 
valuable gift  of  eternal  life.  Uej  do  alw^  err  m 
their  bfarti  and  they  bifve  not  known  my  ways.  Q  my 
people,  they  which  lead  thee  cau/e  the(  to  err,  and  de- 
fir  y  the  way  of  thy  paths.    lia.  iii.  1 2. 

No  leader,  however  wife  or  learned,  can  ihow 
the  way  to  this  city,  pqr  the  gates  of  it,  nor  the 
pnvUegcs  of  it,  nor  the  glorious  things  that  arc 
fpoken  of  it,  unlefsGod,  by  his  Spirit,  difcover  them, 
and  l?ad  the  foul  by  faith  into  them.    Go  through, 
go  through  the  gates ,  prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  peo- 
f^i  ffi  HP,  (aft  up  the  highway;  gather  out  the 
ftonts;  Uft  up  aftandardfor  tb^ people.    Ifa.  Ixii.  10. 
I  liaye  faid  before,  in  this  little  work,  that'  the 
choice  things  of  this  city  are,  firft,  the  tree  of  life- 
fecondly,  thefne  linen,  clean  and  white,  ^hich  is  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  faints;  and,  thirdly,  perfeft  liberty 
The  heayeply  Jcrufalem  is  free,   and  fhe  is  the 
mother  of  us  all.    So  then  w(  are  not  children  of  th^ 
hnd-wgman,  but  of  the  free.    Life  lies  in  the  fe, 
vour  of  God.     He  thatfindetb  me,  ftndetb  life,  fays 
Chrift,  and  fi>aU.  obtain  favour  of  the  Lord.    Chrift 
M  mcdutor,  is  the  gate  of  life,  th?t  leads  ys  intq 
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the  love,  favour,  and  grace,  of  God.  fVe  have 
Accejs  to  God  ly  the  faith  of  him. 

Chrift,  as  the  truth,  leads  us  into  liberty.  iZf« 
eeivt  the  trutby  and  the  truth  Jhall  make  you  free ; 
and  if  the  Son  make  you  free^  you  fhall  he  free  indeed. 
Open  the  gates^  that  the  righteous  nation  which  keepetb 
the  truth  may  enter  in.  Ifai,  xxvi,  2.  Hence  it  is 
evident  what  the  law  of  releafe  was,  namely,  the 
truth  in  a  figure ;  for  as  the  moral  law  promifed 
life,  but,  for  want  of  human  obedience,  it  could 
never  give  it,  no  not  fo  much  as  the  continuance 
of  life  in  the  promiied  land  ^  fb  the  ceremonial 
lawj  which  ordered  many  facrifices,  aiyl  prooiifed 
many  pardons,  never  efFe£bed'  any  one  thing  as 
pertaining  to  the  confcience.  ^e  law  made  nothing 
perfeS^  with  refpe&  to  the  removing  of  (ins,  hue 
the  bringing  in  of  <i  better  hope  did^  by  the  which  we 
draw  nigh  unto  God;  for  the  blood  of  Cbrift  makes 
us  nigh  by  pardon,  who  were  afar  off  by  wicked 
nforks. 

Chrift,  as  the  Lbrd  our  righteoufhefs,  leads 
us  to  the  happy  enjoyment  of  the  wedding  gar- 
ment, the  clean  linen»  white  and  clean*  it  is  God 
that  juftifies ;  and  to  us  the  obedience  of  Cbrift 
fhall  be  imputed  if  we  believe  on  him  that  raifed 
Chrift  from  the  dead.  God  accepts  us  in  his  dear 
Son  ^  juft,  but  he  will  accept  us  in  no  other  way* 
Thefe  are  the  gates  that  lead  to  this  city;  and 
Chrifty  as  mediator,  is  the  only  way  into  it;  and 
Christy  ii)  his  covenant  characters,  is  the  g^tes  of 
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it ;  and  he  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  all  the  iweet 
enjoyments  of  it,  Chrift  is  the  tree  of  life  which 
the  faints  live  on.  He  is  the  end  of  the  law  for 
righteoufneis,  in  which  the  faints  ihall  for  ever 
ftine.  And  as  their  furety,  he  is  the  difcharger  of 
all  their  debts  i  their  gaol-delivery  is  by  an  a5l  of 
grace  in  him ;  and  their  eternal  enlargement  and 
perfeA  freedom  is  by  the  blood  of  his  covenant, 
and  the  embracing  of  his  truth.  Ga  through,  g$ 
through  the  gates ^  fays  God ;  caft  upy  cafi  up  the  bigh^ 
way.  But  this  joyful  (bund  is  not  attended  to; 
the  voice  of  thefe  citizens  is  rejeded ;  and  thefe 
ways  of  Zion  are  too  high  for  them  that  are  under 
the  old  vail.  The  way  of  Ufe  is  above  to  the  w^e, 
that  be  may  depart  from  hell  beneath.  They  Jo  alway 
err  in  their  heart ;  and  they  have  not  knoztm  my  ways. 
Sa  Ifioare  in  my  wrath,  that  tbq/ft>ould  not  enter  into 
my  reji. 

.  The  blindnefs  of  the  heart  is  the  chief  caufe  of 
all  this  continual  erring.  Man»  poor  frail  man, 
thinks  that  God  is  juft  fuch  an  one  as  himfelf,  and 
that  he  can  balance  accounts  with  him  as  he  d6es 
with  an  earthly  creditors  yea  more,  that  a  few 
alms,  tears,  or  a  few  legal  performances,  which  are 
no  more  than  bodily  exercife,  are  fufficient  to  pro- 
cure him  an  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

.  Gody  fays  the  Pfalmift,  is  the  portion  of  my  foal. 
Fear  not,  Abrabatja:  I  am  tbyjbield^  and  thy  exceeding 
great  reward.  Gen,  xv.  t.  But  what  proportion 
caa  there  be  between  God  as  an  exceeding  great 
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reward,  and  the  merit  of  men^  vrhAk  obedience  is 
nothing  but  eye<-fervicej  dead  works,  and  bodily 
exercife  ?  all  of  which  a  man  muft  be  purged  from 
before  he  can  ferve  the  living  God.  Nor  is  he  fit 
for  this  fervice  when  he  is  purged  (som  thefe  dead 
worksj'  for  God  requires  worlhip  in  fpirit  and  in 
truth  i  and  fervice  in  the  newneis  of  the  fpirit,  and 
not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter;  which  the  man  of 
God  muft  be  furni(hed  for  by  the  influence  and 
operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife.  Tbay  dQ 
ahvay  err  in  tbiir  heart  \  and  tbey  have  not  known  my 
wofS.  So  IJware  in  my  wrath,  they  Jball  not  enter 
into  my  refi. 

The  above  is  the  abpminable  delufion  of  the 
felf*righteous  and  felf-fufficient  Arminian.  He 
dreams  of  merit,  and  thinks  he  can  appeafe  the 
wrath  of  God,  and  obtain  his  favour,  by  his  own 
legal  performances.  But  let  the  wicked  forfake  his 
way^  and  the  unrighteous  man  bis  thoughts  z  and  lei 
him  return  unto  the  Lord^  and  he  will  have  mercy 
upon  him ;  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly 
fardon.  For  my  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts ^  nei" 
ther  are  your  ways  my  ways,  faith  the  Lord.  For  as 
the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  fo  are  my  ways 
higher  than  your  waySj  aHd  nrf  thoughts  than  your 
thoughts.  Ifa.  Iv.  7 — 9.  Tb^  do  alway  err  in  their 
heart ;  and  thcf  have  not  knawn  my  ways.  So  If  ware 
In  my  wrath,  that  they  fbaU  not  enter  into  my  reft. 

The  wicked  man  will  never  forfake  his  way^ 
jftnd  cotne  into  the  ways  of  God,  till  he  comes  to 
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hope  in  the  only  mediator,  who  is  the  wdy^  the 
truths  and  the  life.  Nor  will  the  unrighteous  man. 
fbrfake  his  vain  thoughts  till  (in  the  bufinefs  of 
falvation)  all  his  thoughts  are  brought  into  captivity 
to  the  obedience  of  Chrift.  The  unutterable  delufion 
of  human  merit,  and  the  unaccountable  vanity  of 
thinking  to  balance  accounts  with  God  without  a 
furety,  and  to  truft  in  our  own  performances  with- 
out confidence  in  the  obedience  of  the  Mediator, 
are  fuch  vain  thoughts  as  muft  be  pulled  down; 
and  this  God  does  by  the  power  of  the  gofpel. 
For  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal;  hut 
mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  dozjcn  of  Jtrmg 
holds :  cafting  down  imaginations^  and  every  high  thing 
that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God,  and 
hringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of 
Chrift.  2  Cor.  x.  4,  5.  ^h'ey  do  ahvay  err  in  their 
heart ;  and  they  have  not  known  my  ways.  So  I /ware 
in  my  wraths  that  they  fhall  not  enter  hito  my  reft. 

God,  ever  fince  man  fell,  has  purfued  one  con* 
ftant  and  uniform  method  or  way  of  faving  finners, 
which  is  by  grace,  through  faith  in  Chrift.  *  Abel 
the  firft  by  faith  ofFcred  a  more  excellent  facrifice 
than  Cain,  by  which  alfo  he  obtained  witncfe  that 
he  was  righteous.  And  all  godly  fouls,  from  that 
tinK  to  this,  that  have  been  enabled  to  believe, 
have  had  the  fame  witnefs  in  themfelves.  All  the 
faints  in  the  antediluvian  world  obtained  a  good 
report  through  faith ;  and  he  that  belicvcth  not  is 
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on  him.  And  this  will  be  the  (late  and  cafe  of  all 
unbelievers  as  long  as  the  world  (lands.  Tbey  Jo 
ahfuiy  err  in  ibeir  heart ;  and  they  have  not  knczvn 
my  ways.  So  I  Jware  in  my  tvrathy  that  they  fiaR 
not  enter  into  my  reft. 

And  the  parched  ghoundJhaU  become  a  pool^  and/bt 
ehirfy  land  Jprings  sf  water :  in  the  habitation  ofdra^ 
gons  where  each  lay,  Jbail  be  grajsy  with  reeds  and 
mfins.  And  an  highway  jhall  be  tbere^  and  a  way^ 
and  it  JbaU  be  eaUed,  The  way  of  holinefs ;  the  unclean 
Jhall  not  pqfs  aver  it}  hut  it  JbaU  be  far  thofe:  the 
wayfaring  men,  thou^  fools,  JbaU  not  err  therein.  No 
lion  JbaU  be  there i  nor  any  ravenous  beafi  Jhall  go  up 
thereon,  it  JbaU  not  be  found  there :  but  the  redeemed 
JbaU  walk  there.  Ifa.  xxxv,  7 — 9.  This  is  (as  Paul 
lays)  God's  bufbandry.  The  dry  land  JbaU  become  a 
pool.  The  Gentile  world  (hall  have  a  (landing  mi* 
niftry  of  God's  grace  and  Holy  Spirit ;  and  thirfty 
fouls^  that  come  to  it,  (hall  drink  the  waters  of 
life  and  falvation ;  and  this  (hall  fpring  up  within 
them  as  a  well  of  living  waters,  fpringing  up  into 
everlafting  lift  i  in  the  habitation  of  dragons  where 
each  Iqy.  The  Gentile  cities  were  holds  of  foul 
jfpirltSy  as  Myftery  Babylon  is,  and  is  a  cage  of  every 
unclean  and  hateful  bird.  Rev.  xviii.  a.  Companies 
of  young  converts,  in  a  lively  and  thriving  (late^ 
are  compared  to  grafs  (Pfalfn  Ixxii.  16);  more 
liable  foulSf  who  are  able  to  teach  others,  are 
compared  to  reeds  (Matt.  xi.  7);  and  the  fag  txA 
#f  a  nation,  fuch  as  the  poor,  weak»  fooli(h,  and 
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defpicable  of  the  worlds  which  God  has  chofeOy 
are  called  the  ru(h,  as  the  uppermofl  fort  are 
called  the  branch.  Ndsber  JbaU  there  be  any  ^mrk 
for  Egyfty  which  the  bead  or  tail^  branch  or  rujb^  mof 
Jo.  Ifaiah  xix.  15.  In  the  habitations  of  dragons 
cohere  each  lay^  (hall  be  this  grafs,  with  reeds  and 
rufhes.  The  pleafant  palaces  of  Babylon  are  pro* 
mifed  to  dragons  (Ifa.  xiii.  aa) ;  and  fo  is  Bozrah^ 
the  capital  of  Edom.  Ifa.  xxxiv.  13.  Now,  as  thefe 
defolated  cities  were  left  io  ruins»  and  thele  ruins 
becanne  dens  for  wild  beads,  fo,.  oiyfticaliy,  the 
dwelling-places  of  the  Gentiles  wjcre  dwelling* 
places  of  evil  ipirits  i  for  idolatry  was  the  fal&  reli* 
gion  that  prevailed  mnong  them  \  aod  Paul  affinns 
that  the  things  Kvhich  the  Gentiles  facrfficed^  they  fa^ 
cr^ed  to  devils^  and  not  to  Ged^  Yet  among  tbe& 
habitations  of  dragons  there  lay  not  a  few  of  God's 
ele&2  as  in  the  city  of  Corinth,  where  Paul  is  bid 
to  fpeak  boldly;  for^  faid  the  Lord,.  /  bin;e  much 
feofle  in  this  city.  Here,  fays  God,  Jball  be  grafs  j 
many  (hall  be  quickened,  revived,  and  brought  to 
enjoy  the  heavenly  fhowers  and  reirefhii^  fprings 
of  Mount  Zionj  and  in  this  city  they  Jball  Jlowrijb 
like  graft  of  the  earth  (Pfalm  Ixxii*  1 6) ;  and  not 
only  grafs,  but  reeds,  which  are  ftronger  than 
grafs,  though  bruifed.  The  bruifed  reed  be  Jball  not 
break,  and  the  fmohing  flax  JbaU  be  n^jjuencb:  he 
Jball  bring  forth  judgment  unto  truth:  and  the  t/ks 
ftfoU  wait  for  bis  Ifto.  Ifa.  xlii.  3,  4.  In  thele  ha* 
Imitations  of  dragons,  where  each  of  God's  elefi:  lies, 
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the  ways  of  God  fliall  be  made  known  i  for  fo  fakh 
the  Lord ;  yind  a  higkivayJhaU  bi  tberet  and  a  may. 
But  tliefp  ways  of  Go4  are  fuch  as  we  cannot  fin4 
out  without  the  divine  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit^^ 
and  all  convinced  finners  are  m^dc  fenfible  of  this* 
Hence  we  hear  them  confeljing  their  ignorance, 
and  encouraging  one  another  in  hope  of  this  teach- 
ing.  Come  ye^  fay  they,  and  let  us  go  up  to  ibe 
mountain  of  the  Lord^  to  the  bouje  of  the  God  of  Jacob ; 
and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk 
in  his  paths :  for  out  of  Zion  jhall  go  forth  the  law^ 
otid  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerufakm.  Ifa.  ii.  3, 
Whatever  thefe  ways  of  God  are,  they  are  fuch  as 
never  can  be  difcovercd  by  the  li^t  of  nature, 
though  the  fervants  of  God  ihould  cad  them  up 
(as  Mofes  did),  and  make  thenn  never  fo  plain; 
for  God  declares  of  Ifrael,  in  my  text,  that  they" 
always  erred  in  their  heart,  and  have  not  known: 
nay  ways.  There  never  was  a  man  in  the  world, 
fince  Adam  fell,  that  ever  did  or  could  find  out, 
by  the  light  of  nature,  the  faints*  way  to  glory. 
There  is  a  path  which  no  fowl  knowetb,  and  which 
the  vulture's  eye  hath  notfeen:  the  lions  whelps  have 
not  trodden  it,  nor  the  fierce  lion  pajfed  by  it.  Job 
xxviiL  7,  8. 

However  da^k  and  obfcure  this  path  may  be, 
God  leads  ppor  blind  fouls  into  it  when  he  has 
convinced  them  of  their  ignorance,  and  of  their 
need  of  a  divine  guide.  /  will  bring  the  blind  by  a 
way  that  they  knew  noty  I  will  lead  them  inpa^s 
4  that 
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that  they,  have  not  kncwn :  I  will  make  darknejs  light 
hef ore  them ^  and  crooked  things  ftraight.  ^hefe  things 
mil  I  do  unto  rhem,  and  not  forfake  them.  Ifaiah 
xlii.  1 6. 

Now  come  I  to  thcfc  ways.  And  a  highway  Jhcli 
he  thercy  and  a  wajy  and  it  Jhall  be  called^  The  way 
of  holinefs ;  the  unclean  Jhall  not  pafs  over  it ;  hut  it 
Jhall  be  for  thoje :  the  wayfaring  men^  though  fools, 
fi)all  not  err  therein.  ,  No  lion  Jhall  he  there^  nor  any 
ravenous  beajl  Jhall  go  up  thereon  \  it  Jhall  not  be  found 
there:  but  the  redeemed  Jhall  walk  there.    Ifa.  xxxv. 

I.  Here  is  the  promife  of  an  highway.  This 
highway  is  Chrift  Jcfus-.  /  am  the  way,  and  the 
truths  and  the  life :  no  man  Cometh  unto  the  Father 
hut  by  me  (John  xiv^) :  Havings  therefore,  brethren, 
holdncfs  to  enter  into  the  hoUeJl  by  the  blood  of  Jefus, 
iy  a  new  and  living  way,  which  he  hath  confecrated 
for  us  through  the  vail,  that  is  to  fay  ^  hisflefh.  Heb. 
X*  19,  20.  •  There  was  a  vail  that  hung  between 
the  fanftuary  of  the  priefts  and  the  moft  holy 
place.  Through  this  vail,  or  by  it,  once  a  year,  on 
die  day  of  atonement,  the  high  prieft  went  in  j  and 
he  entered  it  by  death,  by  the  death  of  the  beaft 
that  was  offered  in  facrifice,  the  blood  of  which  he 
took  within  the  vail,  for  he  dared  not  enter  in 
without  blood.  And  it  was  death  to  any  perfon 
that  fhould  enter  there,  except  the  high  prieft ;  nor 
did  he  enter  in  but  once  in  a  year. 

When  he  entered  he  turned  the  yail  afide,  and 
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when  he  was  entered  the  v^il  clofed  again ;  for  fo 
it  is  written,  Bui  into  the  Jecond  went  the  high  priejl 
alone y  once  every y ear ^  not  without  bloody  which  be  offered- 
for  bimfelf  and  for  the  errors  of  the  people :  the  Holy 
Ghoft  this  Jignifyingy  that  the  way  into  the  holiefl  of  all 
was  not  yet  made  manifefty  while  as  thefrji  tabernacle 
was  yet  flanding.    Heb.  ix.  7,  8.     That  moft  holy 
place  was  that  in  which  God  promifed  his  prcfence;  - 
and  through  the  vail  he  fometinnes  fhined,  in  lift-  - 
'ing  up  the  light  of  his  countenance  upon  them  that 
loved  and  feared  him.     Hence  David  prays.  Thou  * 
that  dwelleji  between  the  cherubims^  Jbine  forth  (Pfalm  • 
Ixxx.  i)  ;  and  again,  Lordy  lift  thou  up  the  light  tf  - 
thy  countenance  upon  us.    Pfalm  iv.  6.     Now,  the 
tabernacle  and  temple  being, 

I.  A  type  ofChriftj 

a.  A  type  of  heaven  i  fo  Chrift  calls  his  human 
nature  a  temple.  Deftroy  this  temple^  and  in  -  three 
days  I  will  raife  it  up.  But  bej^ake  of  the  temple  of  • 
bis  body.  .  And  as  the  holy  of  holies  was  called  the 
dwcUing-place  of  the  Moft  High,  fo  in  Chrift 
dwells  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  godhead  bodily.  And 
as  out  of  the  holy  place  God  fent  anlwcrs  to  his 
people's  prayers,  and  the  wonderful  difplays  of  his 
power,  by  fending  them  help  from  the  fanftuary, 
and  ftrengthening  them  out  of  Zion;  fo  Chrift 
gave  anfwers  to  all  that  prayed  to  him,  and  mani« 
fefted  forth  hia  glory  in  the  miracles  that  he 
wrought  in  anfwer  to  the  cries  of  poor  finners. 
And  as  God  often  (hined  forth  from  between  the 
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cherubims^  fo  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  (hined  foitb 
upon  his  difciples  through  the  vail  of  his  flefh  upon 
the  mounts  when  he  was  transfigured  before  them. 

Moreover,  as  the  tabernacle  and  its  mod  hoty 
place  was  a  type  of  heaven,  for  fo  (ays  Paul,  Seeifig 
then  tbia  we  have  a  great  bigb  prieft  tbat  is  paffed 
into  the  beavens,  Jejus  tbe  Sen  of  God,  let  us  boldfafi 
cur  prof effim.  Heb.  iv.  14.  Again:  the  vail  was 
a  feparation  between  God  and  men ;  and  even  the 
real  worfhippers  of  God  were  kept  a(  a  diftance 
by  it ;  which  had  never  been  the  cale  if  man  had 
not  finned.  It  is  fin  that  ieparates  between  God 
and  the  foul,  God .  being  angry  at  it,  it  being  a 
breach  of  his  laws  \  and,  to  (how  his  anger,  he  hides 
his  face,  and  dwells  behind  the  vaiL  But  God 
lending  his  Son  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefh,  and 
fin  being  condemned  in  his  flefh,  and  removed, 
God,  as  well  pleafed,  rents  the  vail,  and  Ihines 
again  in  Chrift.  At  the  death  of  Chrift  the  vail  of 
the  temple  was  rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom,  and  the  mofl  holy  place  laid  open,  to 
Ihow  that  the  way  into  heaven  itfelf  was  now  clearly 
revealed.  God  had  long  nr^ade  darknefs  his  fecret 
pavilion  i  offended  juftice  revealed  nothing  but 
wrath  in  a  broken  law  againft  the  unrighteoufiiefs 
of  men;  but  Chrift  having  trodden  the  wine^prefs 
of  his  Father's  wrath,  and  appeafed  his  anger  by 
his  facrifice,  God  being  well  pleafed,  and  recond* 
liation  being  made,  we  have  .accefs  to  God  through 
the  vail  of  Chrift's  flefti  i  for  God  fiincs  wio  out 
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keartSy  to  give  us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jejus  Chrifti    2  Cor.  iv.  6. 
God  was  in  Chrifl:  reconciling  the  world  to  hini- 
fclf  i  in  Chrift  God  is  well  plcafcd.     When  Chrift 
was  pierced  on  the  crofs  full  atonement  was  ^lade^ 
the  vail  of  his  flcfh  was  rent,  the  killing  ipear 
brought  on  death,  and  death  is  a  rending  or  fepa- 
rating  the  foul  from  the  body ;  and  the  ranfom 
price  being  paid  by  the  Redeemer  God  in  Chrift: 
is  well  pleafedi  and  fhines  into  our  hearts^  and  en- 
lightens us  to  fee  (lis  glory  in  the  Saviour's  face^ 
This  draws  us  to  Chrift,  and  God  accepts  us  iq 
him,  and  fuffers  us  to  draw  nigh  again;  for  through 
him  we  both  have  an  accefs  by  one  Spirit  unto  the 
Father.   Eph.  ii.  18.     Under  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  this  accefs  granted;  faith^  hope^  and 

• 

love,  pafs  through  this  vail  to  God.  And  this  is 
the  accefs  that  is  granted  to  all  believers,  who  by 
him  do  believe  in  God  that  raifed  him  up  from  the  deai^ 
and  gave  him  glory ^  that  your  faith  and  hope  might  be 
in  God.  I  Peter  i.  2i.  Now  Paul  calls  this  a  new 
way,  in  oppolition  to  every  way  whereby  men 
think  of  entering  by  the  covenant  of  works.  The 
glory  of  God  was  upon  Adam  while  he  ftoodj  and 
he  had  accefs  to  him,  and  communion  with  him  1 
but  he  finning,  and  we  finning  in  hin[)>  that  glor]^ 
was  loft  by  difobedience ;  for  all  have  Jinned^  and 
cmefbm  of  the  glory  of  God.  Rom.  iii.  23.  God^a 
glory  is  now  feen  in  the  face  of  the  Sun  of  righte- 

L  2  oufnels; 


(     148     ) 

oiifncfs ;  and  through  this  facnfice,  called  the  vail 
of  bis  flejh^  God  (hines  again  propitious. 

Paul  calls  this  a  living  way.  Chrift  is  our  life, 
yea,  the  refurrcftion  and  the  life,  through  whom 
we  enter ;  and  he  that  finds  Chrift  as  the  way,  finds 
favour  with  God,  in  whofe  favour  is  life.  He  thai 
findith  me  J  findetb  life^  and  Jhall  obtain  favour  of  the 
Lord.  Prov.  viii.  35.  Moreover,  he  is  the  Spirit 
of  life  that  guides  us  into  this  way  i  and  he  that 
believes  hath  everlafting  life  already  in  himfelf. 
And  it  is  in  the  exercifes  of  faith,  hope,  and  love, 
that  he  goes  in  and  out  upon  this  neW  and  living 
way;  and  there  is  life  in  all  thofe  three  graces;  fo 
that  we  may  well  call  this  a  living  way,  and  fay, 
with  the  wife  man,  that  in  this  way  of  rigbteouf- 
nefs  there  is  life {  and  in  the  pathway  thereof  there 
is  no  death.  Prov.  xii.  1%.  Faith,  hope,  and  love, 
are  admitted,  through^Chrift,  to  centre  in  God. 
Prayers,  praifes,  and  thank-ofi^erings,  go  through 
this  vail ;  and  all  *grace,  and  gracious  anfwers  to 
prayer,  and  every  good  ahd  perfeft  gift,  and  all 
the  fpiritual  bleflings  of  the  covenant,  flow  to  us 
in  this  fame  channel.  And,  as  this  is  the  living 
way,  the  fins  that  attend  our  moft  holy  things  fhall 
not  pafs  to  God  through  a  mediator;  nor  fhall  any 
wrath  or  curfe  from  God  pafs  through  Chrift  to 
them  that  believe  j  for  God  has  fworn  that  he  will 
not  be  wroth  with  us,  nor  rebuke  us. 

Vf  tigbwa^  Jhall  be  ibere,  and  a  way  -,  and  it  fiall 
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he  called^  The  way  of  bolinejs.  Ifa.  xxxv.  8.  Ha?r 
ing  ihowed,  as  well  as  I  can,  the  highway,  I  fhall  now 
Ihow  this  way,  which  is  called  Tlie  way  of  holinefs. 
Chrift  is  the  highway  of  life ;  and  this  is  the  way 
of  holinefs  \  there  Jhall  be  a  highway y  and  a  way. 
This  holy  way  is  regeneration,  and  nothing  clfe* 
Then  anfwered  Petery  and  Jaid  unto  him.  Behold ^  we 
have  for/aken  all,  and  followed  thee ;  what  fljall  we 
have  therefore  ?  And  Jefus  Jaid  unto  them.  Verily  I 
Jay  unto  you,  that  ye  which  have  followed  me,  in  the 
regeneration,  when  the  Son  of  man  fhall  fit  in  the  thrme 
of  his  glory,  ye  aljo  Jhall  fit  upon  twelve  thrones^ 
judging  the  twelve  trihes  of  Ifrael.  Matt.  xix.  27,  %%. 
This  following  Chrift  in  the  regeneration  fignifies 
two  things. 

I.    In  the  days  of  Chrift  the  old  difpenfation 
paflcd  away,  and  all  things  became  new.     The. 
new  covenant  took  place,  new  ordinances  were, 
brought  in,  and  the  Gentiles,  a  new  people,  were- 
called  to, the  fellowftiip  of  Chrift;  a  new  heart  and: 
a  new  fpirit  were  given ;  and  fcrvice  in  the  new- 
nefs  of  the  fpirit  was  required ;"  and  all  fervice  in 
the  oldnefs  of  the  letter  was  rcjedied.     Here  is  a 
new  birth  of  things,  a  regeneration  of  ordinances 
and  inftitutions.   Now,  the  apoftles  followed  Chrift 
into  thefe  things  j    but  the  fcribes  aqd  phariiees 
abode  by  the  old  types  and  ihadows,  until  God  put 
a  final  ftop  to  their  proceedings  by  the  Ronian 
fword.     And  though  their  heart  is  ftiil  inclined  to 
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the  offering  of  facrifices,  yet  they  arc  prevented  by 
two  things : 

1.  Their  genealogies  arc  all  burnt,  fo  that  they 
are  at  po  certainty  who  is  and  who  is  not  of  the 
tribe  of  Levi ;  and  they  are  threatened  with  the 
deftru£tion  of  Korah  and  his  company  if  any 
Jiran^er^  who  is  net  if  tkefeed  ofAaron^  offer  incenfe. 

Num.  xvi.  40. 

2.  There  is  an  interdiftion  that  lies  in  the  way 
pf  facrificing,  which  is,  Take  heed  to  tbjfelf  that  thou 
offer  not  thy  iumt^efferings  in  every  place  that  thou 
feeft :  but  in  the  place  which  the  Lord  Jhall  choqfe  in 
vne  of  thy  tribes^  there  thou  Jhalt  offer  thy  burnt- 
^erings^  and  there  thou  foalt  do  all  that  I  command 
fbee^  Deut.  xii.  13,  14*  The  genealogies  being 
burnt,  the  tribe  pf  Levi  not  known,  and  Jerufa- 
lem,  where  God  put  his  name,  being  now  in  the 
band  of  ftrangers ;  and  the  Jews  in  a  land  not 
theirs;  and  the  above  threatenings  and  prohibi* 
^ioos  lying  in  the  w^y;  and  Chrift*s  facrifice  being 
yejcftcd  by  them  \  an  ancient  prophcfy  is  fulfilled 
in  them,  For  the  children  of  Ifrael  Jhall  abide  many 
days  without  a  king,  and  without  a  prince^  and  with- 
out a  facrifice f  and  without  an  image,  and  without  an 
0phodj  and  without  terapbim.  Hofe£t  iii.  4.  Thefc 
elder  fohs  abode  without,  they  came  not  into  a 
coniplianpe  with  the  will  of  God)  but  the  apoftle$ 
fiid}  they  followed  Chrift  into  this  change,  into 
f  bi$  regeneration  of  things,  when  old  things  paJQre4 
away^  and  all  things  became  new. 

Further- 


Furthermore,  they  followed  Chrift  out  of  the 
old  Adam's  family,  even  out  of  the  fle(h ;  and 
they  pafled  into  the  adopted  family  of  God^  and 
into  the  houfehold  of  faith,  by  a  regeneration  of 
foul ;  they  followed  Chrift  in  the  regeneration,  by 
which  they  were  made  new  creatures  in  him,  and 
fo  pafled  as  fuch  into  a  new  family*  And  a^  Chrift 
is  the  highway  that  leads  to  God,  fo  this  is  the 
way  of  holinefs,  which  leads  us  to  the  enjoyment 
of  God,  and  makes  us  meet  for  the  heavenly  in« 
heritance.  We  cannot  follow  Chrift  (piritually 
without  partaking  of  his  Spirit;  nor  will  Chrift 
own  any  but  fuch ;  for  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift y  he  is  none  of  bis.    Rom.  viii.  9. 

Regeneration  is  a  change  wrought  in  every  part 
or  feculty  of  the  foul  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God ; 
in  which  fome  things  are  removed,  and  things  that 
were  corrupted  by  fin  arc  fct  right  again  i  hence  it 
is  called  walhing  and  renewing ;  that  is,  cleanfing 
and  making  new  again.  According  to  his  mercy  he 
faved  usy  hy  the  wafbing  of  regeneration^  and  renewing  . 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Titus  iii.  5.  And,  as  God  is 
faid  to  give  teftimony  to  the  word  of  his  grace, 
this  he  does  by  cauGng  his  Spirit  to  attend  and 
apply  the  word  preached,  which  is  God's  feal  to 
the  mefiage.  Tou  received  the  Spirit^  fays  Paul,  not 
hy  the  works  of  the  iaw^  hut  by  the  preaching  of  faith. 
Hence  the  word  goes  to  God's  ele6l,  as  it  doth  not 
to  others  \  to  others  it  goes  in  word  only,  but  to 
the  ele£t  in  power ^  m  the  Holy  Ghoft ^  and  in  much 
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ajfurance-i  which  makes  manifeft  who  are  the  elcft 

and  who  arc  not.    The  word  preached  is  the  m  ans 

of  conveying  the  Spirit;   hence  it  is  faid,  that 

Cbrjfi  loved  the  churchy  and  gave  bimfeif  for  iti  that 

I  $  might  JanElify  and  cleanje  it  with  the  wajhing  of 

water  by  the  word ;  that  be  might  pefent  it  to  himfelf 

a  glorious  churchy  not  having  f'pot^  or  wrinkle,  or  any 

/tub  thing ;  but  that  it  faould  he  holy^  and  without 

blemijh.    Eph.  v.  15 — 27.     Now,  as  this  way  is  to 

be  called  the  way  of  holinefs,  it  •  Ihows  that  fin  is 

purged  and  removed  out  of  the  way,  and  real  ho- 

linei's  brought  into  the  foul  of  thoie  who  follow 

Cbrift  in  the  regeneration. 

I.  There  is  a  cleanfing  of  us  by  the  Spiiit  of 

God.    ^ben  will  I  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and 

ye  fball  be  clea  \ :  from  all  your  filthinefsy  and  from  all 

your  idols ^  will  I  cleanfe  you.     A  new  heart  alfo  tiill 

I  give  you^  and  a  new  ffirit  will  I  put  within  you. 

Ezek.  xxxvi.  25,  26.     They  muft  be  cleanfcd  that 

walk  in  this  wj^y  j  as  the  prophet  fays,  //  fhall  be 

calkdy  The  way  of  boHnefs  \  the  unclean  fhaU,  not  pafs 

over  it,  (Ifa.  xxxv.  8)j  but  they  th^t  ^re  cleanfcd 

fhalL     There  is  no  one  thing  that  the  Holy  Ghoft 

does  in  the  fouls  of  God's  children,  but  that  work 

is  put,  as  a  name,  upon   the  way  in  which  thty 

walk ;  as,  iq  the  aboye,  the  prophet  fays  the  un-* 

clean  Ihall  not  pafs  over  the  way  of  holinefs.     But 

the  regenerated  foul  walks  in  a  clean  way,  becaufc, 

he  is  clean.    PFherewithal  fhall  a  young  man  cleanfe 

hh  a7?)z?    By  taking  heed  ib^reta  according  to  thy 

lixrd.    Pfalm  cxix.  9. 

a.  The 
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2.  The  Holy  Spirit,  in  his  work  of  regenera- 
tion, removes  the  vail  of  ignorance  from  the  uh- 
dcrftanding;  hence  our  Lord  tells  the  Laodicean 
church  that  he  counfcls  her  to  buy  of  him  eye- 
falvc  to  anoint  her  eyes,  that  (he  may  fee.  Rev. 
iii.  1 8.  And,,  when  this  anointing  takes  place,  we 
have  fome  glimmering  views  of  God's  ways,  and 
not  till  then ;  for  we  are  exprefdy  faid  to  be  blind 
before,  and  to  be  going  we  know  not  whither.  / 
Kvill  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they  knew  noti  I 
V)ill  lead  tbeni  in  paths  that  they  have  not  known :  I 
will  make  darknefs  light  before  them.  Ifa  xlii.  i6. 
And  this  light  which  breaks  into  us,  and  breaks  out 
bef  )re  us,  is  called  the  morning-ftar  (Rev.  ii.  28), 
the  beginning  of  glory.  Now,  our  path  to  heaven 
takes  its  name  from  this  illuminating  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  The  path  of  the  jufl  is  as  the  fhining 
light,  which  Jhineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfeSl 
day.    Prov.  iv.  18. 

3.  In  the  work  af  regeneration  fpiritual  life  is 
infufed  into  the  foul.  //  is  the  Spirit  that  quiekeneth. 
John  vi.  63.  And  that  part  of  the  foul  which  firfl: 
feels  the  quickening  energy  of  the  Spirit  is  the 
confcience,  or  what  the  fcriptures  call  the  heart; 
and  hence  it  is  that  we  often  meet  with  fuch  en- 
cou raging  words  as  thefe,  The  humble  fhall  fee  this, 
and  be  glad ;  and  your  heart  fhall  live  that  feek  God 
(Pfalm  Ixix.  32) ;  which  appears  to  me  to  mean 
this,  that  the  life-giving  conviftions  of  the  Spirit 
ih^ll  not  die  away  from  the  confcience  of  God's 
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tlc&L.  It  is  that  quickening  power  of  the  Spirit 
that  makes  the  confcience  fo  fufceptible  of  every 
imprcffion  and  of  every  innpulfc  nrade  by  the  re- 
proofs, rebukes,  contentions,  frownings,  or  con- 
trary walkings  of  God,  toward  it.  It  is  made  fore 
and  tender,  it  is  chafed  and  wounded ;'  it  is  made 
fick  of  fin,  and  is  like  a  thorn-hedge  to  the  finner : 
if  he  adds  to  the  load  that  it  feels,  or  to  the 
wounds  already  inflidled,  it  cries  out.  The  energy 
of  the  finncr's  prayers  fprings  from  this  life  j  he 
cries  day  and  night,  and  hungers,  thirds,  longSj 
craves,  and  faints,  till  he  can  believe  and  apply 
the  atonement.  Nor  can  any  one  thing  under 
heaven  feed  confcience  but  the  blood  and  rigbtc- 
cufnefs  of  Chrift.  The  Spirit  purges  the  confcience 
from  dead  works  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  $  and  fuch 
a  confcience  knows  the  Lord's  meaning  well  when 
he  fays.  My  blood  is  drink  indeed.  Moreover^ 
righteoufnefs  mufl  be  brought  into  the  confcience 
before  confcience  can  be  fed  fo  as  to  be  fatisfied. 
With  the  heart  man  beUevetb  unto  rigbtemfnejs^  and 
with  the  moutb  confejfion  is^  made  unto  Jalvation.  Rom. 
X.  ID.  Thus  the  good  Spirit  quickens  the  dead 
foul ;  and  the  way  that  fuch  a  living  foul  walks  in 
"When  quickened,  is  called  the  way  of  life.  Hbewof 
of  life  is  above  to  tbe  wife,  that  be  mof  depart  from 
hell  beneath.    Prov.  xv.  24. 

4.  The  good  Spirit  is  called  the  Spirit  of  rcve* 
lation.  That  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jejus  Cbrifi,  the 
Father  of  glory ^  may  give  unto  you  tbe  Spirit  of  wif^ 
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iom  and reveiatim  in  the  knowledge  of  him:  the  eyes 
-of  your  underfianding  being  enlightened i  that  ye  may 
know  what  is  the  hope  of  his  calling.  £ph.  i.  17,  i8# 
It  is  the  work  and  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
teftify  of  Chtift,  and  to  take  the  things  which  are 
his,  and  to  reveal  them  to  us.  We  difcern  no* 
thing  but  what  he  exhibits ;  nor  have  we  any  ex- 
perimental enjoyment  of  Chrift  or  his  fulnefs  but 
what  the  Spirit  applies  i  and  fometimes  both  our 
diicoveries  and  enjoyments  appear  fmall  i  but  they 
ihould  by  no  means  be  overlooked  i  for  who  batb 
dejfifed  the  day  of  fmdll  tbings  ?  God  does  not,  nor 
fliould  we.  There  is  in  the  foul  renewed  a  keen 
appedtc  for  knowledge ;  and  God  promifes  to  fend 
paftors  after  his  own  heart  to  feed  us  with  it.  And 
there  are  fuch  depths  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  myfte* 
ries  of  his  kingdom*  that  they  cannot  be  fathomed. 
But  every  glimpfe  or  diftant  view  of  Chrift,  how- 
ever tranfient,  is  of  infinite  worth  to  the  inipired 
foul ;  and  fo  is  every  frefh  difcovery  of  his  peribn 
or  works  that  is  made  to  us  in  the  word*  of  God ; 
it  is  meditated  on,^  eat,  digefted,  and  treafured  up 
in  mind  and  memory  for  ever.  And  this  blefled 
Spirit  of  wildom  and  underftanding  goes  on  to 
guide  and  guard  the  mind  throughout  our  whole 
pilgrimage,  till  we  come  to  a  perfeAion  of  know- 
ledge above.  And  this  divine  teaching  gives  an- 
other name  to  the  iaint's  way ;  forfake  the  fooJ^ 
and  Uve,  and  go  in  the  way  of  underftanding.  Prov« 
ix.  6.  *' 
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5.  Furthermore,  as  the  Holy  Spirit  takes  up 
his  abode  in  the  believer,  on  which  account  we  arc 
denominated  holy,  bccaufe  of  the  indwelling  of 
the  Hcly  Ghofl:,  fo  he  is  faid  to  fandlify  us ;  That 
the  offering  up  of  the  Gentiles  might  be  accepted^  being 

JanBified  by  the  Holy  Gboft.  Rom.  xv.  16.  And 
this  fanclification  is,  firft,  by  his  moft  gracious  pre- 
fence ;  and,  fecondly,  by  the  pure  and  purifying 
grace  which  he  implants;  and,  thirdly,  by  the 
image  which  he  ftamps  y  and,  fourthly,  by  his  con- 
tinual renewing  operations  which  he  prckluces,  and 
which  the  bclieyer  is  fenfible  enough  of  5 '  for,  how- 
ever dejeclcdpi:  difinayicd  before,  upon  the  freflt 
operapons  and  influences  of  the  Spirit  on  the  foul, 
he  thanks  God,  arid  takes  courage.  This  woric  of 
f^ndlificacion  going  on  by  the  Spirit  in  the  believer, 
qv  working  real  holinefs  in  him,  gives  the  faint's 
way  another  name;  and  a  way  Jball  be  there \  and  it 
Jball  be  eaUed^  The  way  of  bolinejs.   Ifa.  xxxv.  8. 

6.  As  i<;  is.by  pardon  fealed,  and  by  righteouf- 
nefs  imputed,  that  the  foul  finds  peace  with  God, 
fo  all  the  time  that  the  mind  e^^crciics  its  confi- 
dence upon  the  atonement  and  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift  for  acceptance  with  God^  the  fouF  becomes 
calm,  compofed,  and  tranquil,  reclining  and  reft- 
ing.  on  t^e  Saviour's  full  fatisfadiion,  and  on  the 
divine-veracity  of  God  in  him,  i:bou  wilt  keep  him 
in  perfeSl  pe^eewbofe^mhid  is  ftayed  on  thee  i  becaufe  ' 
be^;trujietb  iH  tbee.  Ifa.  xxvi.  3.  And  this  gives 
arWther  name  to  the  faint's  paths  :  fFifdoms  ways 
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are  ways  of  peajantnejs ^  and  all  her  paths  are  peace,  • 
Prov.  iii.  17.  And  what  is  that  which  makes  wif- 
dom's  ways  plcafent  ?  why,  drinking  of  the  river  of 
God's  pleafure.  And  what  is  that  river  but  the 
love  of  God  Ihed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  the  comfort  of  love  when  we  enjoy  it? 
And  the  various  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  arc 
the  fir  earns  that  make  glad  the  city  of  God. 

7,  Now,  as  the  crowning  work  of  regeneration 
is  being  made  in  fome  meafure  perfect  in  Jove,  fo  as 
to  caft  out  fear  and  torment,  which  always  attend 
upon  unbelief,  lb  love  is  fuch  a  full  fatisfaftion  to 
the  foul  about  the  fafety  of  its  ftace,  as  enables  the 
believer  to  joy  in  God  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
And  as  I  love  is  the  crowning  work,  for  he  that 
kveth  is  born  of  Gody  and.  knoweth  God^  fo  charity, 
or  love,  is  called  the  mod  excellent  of  all  ways. 
But  covet  earneftly  .the  hefi  gifts  \  and  yet  fhew  I  unto 
you  a  more  excellent  way  ( i  Cor.  xii.  31);  fellozj 
after  charity ;  for  that  is  the  more  excellent  way ; 
or  walk  in  love\  as  Chrijl  hath  loved  us.  This  is  the 
way  of  holincfs. 

Furthermore,  the  Holy  Spirit  takes  names  to 
himfelf,  according  to  his  operations  on  the  faints. 
God  makes  us  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power; 
and  the  Spirit  is  called  the  Spirit  of  power;  and  as 
fuch  he  bows  the  will  to  yield  obedience.  The 
Spirit,  fubdues  the  enmity  of  the  mind,  and  renews 
it,  and  works,  faith  in  it,  and  leads  it  into  the  • 
truth ;  and  he  is  called  the  Spirit  of  a  found  mind;; 

In 
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In  fliort,  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  a  fpirit  of  revelation 
to  the  underflianding;  a  fpirit  of  judgment  to  them 
that  fit  in  judgment  upon  themfelvesj  a  fpirit  of 
faith  to  our  mind  and  heart ;  a  fpirit  of  love  to  our 
afieftions ;  and  a  (pirit  of  fupplications  to  all  pray- 
ing fouls.  He  removes  ftubbornnefs  from  our 
wills,  enmity  from  our  minds,  darknefs  fronri  our 
underftandings,  impenitency  from  our  hearts,  guilt 
and  infenfibility  from  the  confcience,  and  love 
and  delight  in  fin  from  the  afFedions.  And  this  is 
the  waihing  of  regeneration. 

The  renewing  of  the  Holy  Gboji  is,  in  fhort^  as 
follows:  He  gives  power  to  the  will  to  make 
choice  of  Chrift  above  all  things  elfe;  he*per(uades 
the  mind,  and  this  yields  the  obedience  of  faith  i 
arid  under  this  power  the  finner  does  the  will  of  his 
Father.  He  gives  an  undlion  to  the  underdand- 
ing,  which  is  an  eternal  light  to  its  and,  though 
the  believer  at  times  may  fit  in  darknefs,  yet  the 
Lbrd  the  Spirit  is  itill  a  light  unto  him,  and  always 
brings  him  forth  to  the  light  again,  and  makes 
him  Ihini  the  brighter  after  every  feerning  cclipfe. 
He  g^ves  information  to  the  judgment^  fo  that  be 
that  is  Jpiritual  judgetb  all  things^  but  be  bimfelf  is 
judged  of  no  man.  He  gives  life  alfo  and  peace  to 
the  mind ;  and  to  be  spiritually  minded  is  life  aud 
peace.    Rom.  viii.  6. 

The  mind  of  man  is  a  mod  bufy  faculty ;  it  is 
tlwayi^  at  work  s  and  the  enmity  of  it  alienates  it 
from  the  life  of  God ;  therefore  vanity  poflieflcth 
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it.  The  natural  adtivity  of  the  mind  is  called  the 
fpirit  of  it.  Be  ye  renewed  in  ibefptrit  of  your  mind. 
£ph.  iv.  23.  To  renew  it  is  to  purge  the  drois 
and  enmity  from  it»  to  influence  it  with  faith,  and 
to  flock  it,  inlay  it,  and  furnifh  it  with  the  word 
of  God,  with  the  life  of  grace,  and  with  the  en- 
joyment of  peace,  and  fo  to  iet  it  to  work  upon 
high  and  heavenly  things ;  and  the  more  it  works 
on  thefe  things,  the  more  lively  and  peaceable  ic  is. 
Again:  the  Spirit  furniflies  the  confcience  with 
his  own  witnefs ;  and  by  that  confcience  is  kept 
under  the  tuition  and  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit; 
fo  that  confcience  and  the  Spirit  bear  one  tefti- 
mony;  hence  we  read  oiconfciinee  bearing  witnefs  in 
tie  Holy  Gboft.  And  again :  If  our  heart  coudemn 
us  not,  then,  have  we  confidence  toward  God.  And 
again :  Our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  tejiimony  of  our  con-- 
Jcience. 

The  Spirit  influenceth  our  afi^edions  alfo  with 
the  love  of  God,  H^e  love  bimy  becaufe  befaft  hoed 
us.  And  we  read  oi  Jetting  our  affeRions  an  things 
above,  at  the  right  band  of  God,  where  Chrift  Jittetb^ 
By  obfsrving  theie  things  the  believer  may  per- 
ceive  ibmething  of  the  renewing  work  of  the  Spirit 
on  bimfelf,  and  come  to  fome  certainty  and  fatis« 
fadlion  about  it. . 

And  thus  have  I  fhewed  the  highway^  which  is 
Chrift;  and  the  way,  which  is  regeneration.  And 
as  every  quickened  (inner  is  ieeking  and  feeling 
after  light,  life,  faith,  peace,  joy,  love  1   for  bis 
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^hole  foul  is  ict  upon  thefe  things ;  fo  God  fays 
the  wayfaring  nnen,  that  is,  all  fuch  men  as  are 
found  walking  in  this  way,  though  ifools  in  them- 
felvcs,  yet  they  (hall  not  err  in  this  way.  Ifaiah 
XXXV.  8.  No  lionjhall  be  tbera  no  enemy  to  God, 
nor  perfccutor  of  the  faints  :  nor  any  ravenous  beafl 
Jhall  go  up  thereon  \  no  wolf,  nor  fox,  who  try  to 
deftroy  the  Iheep  and  lambs  of  Chrift  by  errors 
and  herefics  \  ihefe  Jhall  not  be  found  there.  Ifaiah 
XXXV.  8, 9.  And  I  doubt  not  but  all  believers  will 
confent  to  this,  that  they  never  faw  an  unclean 
perfon ;  a  roaring  lion,  like  Nero  \  an  envious  fox, 
like  Herod ;  or  dcftroying  wolves,  like  the  popiih 
tribes,  walking  in  Chrift  the  highway,  or  follow- 
ing him  in  the  regeneration.  They  do  alway  err  in 
their  heart  j  and  they  have  not  known  nry  ways.  So  I 
/ware  in  my  wrath  that  they  Jhall  not  enter  into  my 
rejl. 

I  come  now  to  treat  of  the  faint's  reft.  The 
firft  account  chat  we  have  of  this  is  at  die  conclu- 
fion  of  the  work  of  creation,  jind  on  the  feventb 
day  God  enjed^his  work  which  he  had  made ;  and  he 
rejied  on  the  feventh  day  from  all  his  work  which  he 
I  had  made.  Gen.  ii.  2.     This  feems  to  intimate  that 

the  Lord,  upon  a  furvey  of  the  diiplaysof  his  own 
wifdom  and  power,  ccafed  creating,  feeing  all 
things  complete,  and  refted,  well  pleafed  with  the 
work  of  his  own  hands.  And  from  thence  he 
.  appointed  one  day  in  the  week,  the  feventh,  to  be 
a  day  of  reft  to  man  and  beaft.    This  day  of  reft 
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Stems  to  be  fet  forth  as  reprefenting  fometbirig  yet, 
to  come«    Let  no  ntan,  thertforey  judge  you  m  meat^ 
tr  iri  drinky  or  in  reJpeS  <f  an  bolydajt,  mr  of  the  new 
moon^  or  (f  the  Jabbath  days ;  iMch  are  a  Jbadow  of 
things  to  tome.    CoL  ii.  16,  17* 
<    2.  The  promt  fed  land  is  let  forth  in  the  word 
of  God  as  a  reft  to  the  liradites^     They  had  been 
in  hard. bondage  in  Egypt,  and  had  been  alfiided 
there  four  hundred  years.  Gen.  zv.  13.    And  after 
this. they  had  long,  wearifotne,  and  painful  journies 
for  forty,  years  together  in  the .  wildernefs,    and 
found  no  city  to  dwell  ii^  no  refldng  plaCd;  and^ 
even  after  they  came,  into  thepromifed  ]and>  diey; 
had  long  wars,  and  contbual  fight^  tiUitho  eotitX'^ 
try  was  fubdued  before. thtm^    Thtn/ithcr;lncl 
refted  from  war^  and  Hfradir' from  fightifig.  .-j1/MI 
the  Lerd:gate  UntaJ^ael  altJht  lami  wUckrieJindre 
to  give  untaJtw  fibers  %  tmdtbey  fifffedr^it^  >ifadl 
dweb  tUrew.  \  And  the  Lord  ga/^  tkm  rt^:rimi 
aioutf  aeiording  to  alt  that  be  /ware  junia  tbeir-fd^ 
tbers ;  and  ^Kre  ^W  net  ,0\man  of  all  tbar  enemies 
hfurethim. .  Jolh."  xxi.  43, 44.    This  land  may  be 
a  figure  of  die  heavenly  country  which  Abraham 
foTTght;.  that  Jand  which,  as  Ifaiah  fays,  isyetyfar 
vff.^  Butlfrael  which  came  firft  to  the. bojiders  of 
it,  entered  not  in,  becaufe  of  unbelief  i   they  failfsd- 
both  of  this,  couptry  and  of  the  heavenly  one^j  for 
Judc  (ays  that  God^  having  faved  the  people  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt ^  dfterwards  defiroyed  them  that  be^ 
lieved  not^  I  Tq  thefe  be /ware  in  bis  watb,  that  tbt!y\ 
..I  M  fiould 
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^^14  not  enUr  fyto  bis  r^*  But  there  is  one  myi^ 
toy  that  I  fliall  t^e  npcice  of  before  I  finifh  tUs 
work,  ai)d  thgc  is»  that  Moles  himiclf  entered  not 
ipco  the  kind  of  pronjtfe,  but  died  on  ^e  march 
as  well  as  the  rebels  ^  and  yet  be  founds  reft  oi)  the 
other  fide  Jordan.  Nw)^  ihertfnrer  %fi  Mofes,  / 
frttf^  tiee,  ^  I  have  found  grace  in  thyfi^t^  fiffio  tn 
now  tiy  way,  that.  Lmof  kn^tp  tbee,  that  I  may.  find 
gtaci  in  ttyjiik^i  andamfidn  t^atthis  natim  is  thy 
fitoph^  And.he^  faid^.  My  prefince  Jball  go  tstiti.  tbee^ 
and  I  mU'givi  tkee  njl.  Exod.  xxxiiL  13^  14* 
«  .5«  Moreoyec,  the  labernade  which  David 
pitched^  and  the  teqiple  whicb'Soloipon  t»iik,  are 
catted ceAing-places  fi>r  dteaiic^ofGod)  wjikh  be^ 
im  moiaedfrom  place  to  pkbe^  and  had  no  fettled 
abode,  Moiieover,  the  ^oSl  lad  been  in  ■  the .  hand 
.  of  the*  Philiftines  for  ibme  tin^ej  of  whych  Daidd 
Uiy  e  cotaipl^ri^s*  Por  tbcy  ^  frmokid-  him  u^  angtr 
Wah  thikr^bighflncBs^  and  mekkd Bm  tajealoufy  with 
thU^  pmjt^^magis*  fVhekGod  befnrd:4bis.b(.xoai 
wxtthy  and  greatly  akborr^ J  ^ael :  fo  ti^t  bts  fbifiok 
the  tidnrnack  tf  ShiMy  tie- tent  vf^ich-be^piaeei 
among  f»§n ;  and  delivered  hjs  ftrength  hto^  captivity f 
and  his  glory  into  the  enemies  hand.  I)falin;lincvi5. 
58— ^Xv  A«d'  when  the  Philiftines,  being  forelf 
plagued  by  the  ark,  feot  k.  back,  yet  it  was  ^  loi^ 
before  it  refted.  And  it  c4me,  to  fafs^  while  the 
t^k  aiode.  in,  Ktrjath^e^rm^  tSat  the  time  vtts  iong^ 
for '  it  ions  twenty  yearsr  and  all  thphoufe^ef  f/rael 
kmented afierthe  Lord.  1  S^m,  yii«  2*  ^  IXpon^das, 
3  David 
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b^'itf  M5t^  a  cibernade  for  i^,  vtrhich  tit  caTr(^ 
the  Lbrd's  reft,  ff^e  will  go  into  ks  tdherndcUs  i  we 
^bill  Wtrfiiip.at  bis  feotfteol.  Ari/e,  O  Lord,  into  Ihy 
refti  tbou,  dndtbe  ark  oftbyftrmgtb.  Plalm  cxxxii. 

But  to  proceed  a  little  further:    when  Noah' 
cfifered  his  facrifice  and   thank-offerings  for  the 
preservation  of  himfelf  and  family  in  the  ark,  as  it 
i^  faid,  And  Noah  buildeS  an  altar  unto  the  Lord^  and 
tdok  of  every  clean  be  aft ^  and  of  every  clean  fowl ^  ana 
offered  hutnt-offerings  on  the  altar.     And  the  Lord 
fuelled  a  J^our  of  reft  j  and  the  Lord  fatd  in  his 
hearty  I  tuill  not  again  cufje  the  groiind  arty  more  for 
^an*s/ake  j  for  the  imagination  of  man's  heart  is  evil 
frcfh  his  youth :  neither  will  I  again  ftnite  my  mre 
Aery  thing  living.  Gen.  viii.  20,  21.     Here  we^havc* 
aH  account  of  God's  juft  dilpleafure  in  drowning 
the  world  of  the  ungodly.     Upon  the  back  of  this, 
Koah  in  th<i  faith  of  the  Meffiah,  ahd  in  t^pc  of 
his  grand  facrifiCe,  offered  his*  offering  to  Gods 
upon  which  God  fmelled  a  favour  of  reft  j*  and 
upon  this  promifes  that  he  will  drown  the  world"* 
no  more.     Now  all  thefe  things  are  no  more'tharT 
ihtrbduftory  to  fomething  far  greater. 

•  The  Creadon  of  the  world  is  a  wonderful  ditplay^ 
of  divine  Wifdoiti  arid  power.  Upoii  a  furvey'  of 
this  God  refted  frbfti  his  ^orks  of^  creation. 

The  drowhirt^  the* old  World  exhibited  his  terrible^  • 
frtajdly  and  juft  indigniation ;  biit  in  the  fbvereigri' 
dMplay  of  his  nidrcy  to  No2ih;  arid  in  his  gratcfur 
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acknowledgments  ^of  it  by  facriBce,  a  favour  of 
reft  is  fmelled,  and  a  promifc  of  no  more  deluge. 

In  delivering  Ifiael  out  of  Egypt,  and  in  his 
fore  judgments  upon  that   nation,    the  goodneft 
and  fcverity  of  God  are  wonderfully  difplayed. 
After  which  he  takes  up  his  reft  in  the  tabernacle 
of  David,  and  in  the  temple  of  Solomon,  where 
all  the  typical  facrifices  that  he  appointed  were 
offered;  but  when  the  people  by  their  fins  pro- 
voked him,  and  foolifhly  imagined  that  his  offended 
jufticc  could  be  fatisfied  by  bcafts,  and  that  God 
would  drink  the  blood  of  goats,  and  turned  his 
houfe  of  prayer  into  a  den  of  thieves,  he  gave  it 
up  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Babylon.     Thus 
faith  thi  Lcrd^  The  heaven  is  my  thhne^   and  the 
earth,  is  my  fcotjiool :  where  is  the  houfe  that  ye  build 
unto  me  ?  and  where  is  the  flace  of  my  reft  ?     Ifaiah 
Ixvi.  I. 

But,  after  all  this,  God  fpeaks  of  another  day, 
and  of  another  reft.  For  though,  in  the  creation 
of  the  world,  he  had  difplayed  his  wifdom  and 
power,  and  in  the  deluge  his  wrath  and  indigna- 
tion, and  in  his  judgments  on  Egypt,  and  in  th« 
deliverance  of  Ifrael,  his  goodnels  and  feverity; 
yet  his  higheft  favour  and  his  grace,  his  wonderful 
compaflSon  and  mercy,  and  his  everlafting  love,  in 
which  his  foul  delights,  are  ftill  behind;  and 
offended  jufticc  and  a  broken  law  ftand  in  the  way 
of  thefe,  until  the  day  of  Chrift's  appearing.  And 
of  this  God  fpeaks.    To  day ^  if  ye  will  bear  his 
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voicf,  harden  not  your  hearty  as  in  the  frbv0* 
cation.  Pfalm  xcv.  7^  8.  The  dcftruftion  of  fin 
and  Satan  by  Chrifti  and  the  work  of  redemption, 
are  the  things  which  he  fet  his  heart  upon  from  all 
eternity.  And  this  appears  from  Chrjft's  being  fet 
up  from  everlafthig ;  his  goings  forth  arc  faid  to  be 
from  eternity  \  and  his  mercy  and  his  love  are  from 
everlafting  to  everlq/iing  upon  them  that  fear  him. 
Upon  thefe  things  the  Almighty  fet  his  heart  and 
foul  from  eternity  i  and  in  the  difplay  of  thcfe 
things  he  delights,  and  therefore  fays,  that  mercy 
fball  be  built  up  for  ever,  and  his  faithfulnefs  fhaU  be 
eftablijhed  in  the  very  heavens  \  and  that  will  be  the 
cafe  when  God  difplays  the  riches  of  his  grace  in 
glory  by  Chrift  Jefus.  The  Saviour's  errand  into 
this  world  was  to  open  a  way  for  the  difcovery  of 
thefe,  and  for  our  enjoyment  of  them  in  and 
through  him ;  for  there  can  be  no  reft  to  divine 
juftice  without  fadsfa6lion,  as  fings  our  fublimc 
poet: 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  <<  Dre am  Dot  of  their  fight. 

As  of  a  duel^  or  the  local  wounds 

Of  head  or  heel :  not  therefore  joins  the  Son 

Manhood  to  godhead,  with  more  Ibength  to  foil 

Thy  enemy )  nor  fo  is  overcome 

Satan,  whofe  fell  from  heaVo,  a  deadlier  bruife 

Difabled  not  to  give  thee  thy  death*s  wound  : 

Which  he>  who  comes  thy  Saviour,  (hall  recure. 

Not  by  dellroying  Satan,  but  his  worki 

In  thee  and  in  thy  feed.     Nor  can  this  be. 

But  by  fulfilling  that  which  thou  didA  wanf» 
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pbedif  oce  to  the  law  of  God,  impqsd 

On  penalty  of  death,  and  fuflfVing  death. 

The  penalty  of  thy  tranrgrellion  due, 

And  due  to  theirs  which  out  of  thine  will  grow : 

So' only  can  high  juftice  reft  apaid."— — Miltok. 

So  ^eaks  the  poec»  and  fpcaks  truth.  Fo^  as 
Ibdn  as  ever  Chrift  appeared  in  the  world,  what 
propitious  tokens  do  attend  bini!  Th?  ^ngek 
fing,  Glory  kt  God  in  the  higbeji^  on  earth  peace^ 
good*'wUl  toward  men;  and,  at  his  entrance  upon 
his  miniftry,  a  voice  from  the  Lord  God  bimfelf» 
iayifig,  This  is  my  Moved  Son,  in  whom  lam  weU 
pleqfed.  This,  with  the  vifible  defcent  of  the  Holy. 
Ghofi,  is  all  exprelBve  of  infinite  plcafure  and  de^ 
light.  The  law  he  magnifies  and  fulfils,  and  God 
is  well  pleafed  for  his  righceoufnefs  fake.  He  dies^ 
udjuftice  i&  fatisfied^  man  is -redeemed,  aipd  a 
gaol-delivery  is  procured.  At  death  he  fays,  i 
bave'/et  the  Lord  always  before  me :  becaufe  he  is  at 
my  right  hand,  I  fiall  not  be  moved.  Therefore  ffgt 
heart  is  glad,  and  my  glory  rejoiceth ;  my  fUfh  alfo 
fiioll  reft  in  hope :  for  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in 
belli  neither  wilt  thou  fuffer  thine  holy  One  to  fee  cor^ 
ruption.  Pfalm  xvi,  8—10.  High  juftice  here,  as 
Milton  fays,  refted  apaid,  and  th^  I^ord's  flcfli 
refted  in  hope;  in  hope  of  a  glorious  rcfurredion, 
and  of  a  fulncfs  of  joy  in  heaven,  and  of  pleafures 
for  evermore.  At  the  refurrcAion  of  Chrift,  truth 
fprings  out  of  the  earth,  and  righteoufnffs  looks  down 
from  heaven.    Righteoufn^s  goes  b^for^  bm^  and  Jets 
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us  ij^  the  tb^  tf  his  ft^s.    Pfalm  lxxiv«  li,  ij/^ 

Herein  doth  the  everlkfting  love  «f  God  appear^ 

in  appointing  his  dear  Son  to  aflbihe  our  nature; 

and  to  be  God  with  te  in  that  nature  for  K;vhr% 

atvd  in  appointing  him  io  be  a  iacrifice  for  usi  and 

in  giving  him  for  a  covenant  to  us«    God  Jo  Ihii^ 

the  worlds  that  be  gave  bis  only  begotten  S0t,  that 

f^hojoever  Mieveti  in  bm  Jhould  not  pir^,  but  bavi 

everlafiing  Ife.    John  ifi.  16.     In  this  God  hath 

abounded  toward  us  in  all  wifdom  and  prudence; 

and  in  Chrift  he  has  di^layed  all  the  good  pleafurc^ 

of  his  will,  his  eternal  mercy,  grace,  6ithfulne(sj 

and  truth.    And  here  jufttce  refts  fadsficd,    A€ 

law  honoured,  and  the  lawgiver  gtonfied  for  ever^' 

more.     And  in  this  his  love  and  good- will  he  ref^^ 

delighted  and  well  pleafed ;  and  fo  it  is  written,  3s 

that  day  itJbaS  be/aid  onto  Jeirirfalemi  Fiar  tbdu  neti 

and  to  ^ion^  Let  not  thine  bands  be  flack,     fbe  Lofst 

tby  God  in  tbe  midfl  of  tbee  is  mighty  %  be  wilifihe^ 

be  will  rejoice  over  tbee  mtb  Joy;  be  wiS  reft  i^ 

m 

bis  love ',  be  will  Joy  over  tbee  with  fining.  Zeph; 
Hi.  16, 17.  In  this  God  refts  for  ever,  namely,  in 
the  dilplays  of  his  own  love  5  in  the  falvatibn  of 
WS  cleft  by  Chrift ;  and  in  rejoicing  over  them  t«r 
d&  tlhem  good. 

But  again  :  upon  th^  holy  hill  of  Zion,  as  kiny 
of  faints,  and  covenant  head  of  the  churchy  he  fcts 
his  anointed  king,  crowned  with  glory  and  honour, 
invdled  with  all  power  in  heaven  and  eardi,  as 
fAediator,.  abd  fole  heir  of  all  things.    And  iii 
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gathcriag  fouls  to  him,   in   making  his  people « 

billing,  in  fulfilling  the  good  pleafure  of  his  wiU 

in  theni3  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power,  and : 

ia- drawing  fouls  to  him,  and  in  revealing  Chrift 

in  thenrij  is  his  hand  enga^d  to  this  day.  And  this . 

mighty  hand  made  bare  refts  upon  them  all ;  none 

is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  his  hand.     And  fo  it . 

is  written,  jhd  it  Jball  be  JaU  in  that  day^  Lq^  this 

is  §urGoJi  we  have  waited  for  bim,  and  be  will. 

Jave  lis :  this  is  the  Lordi  we  have  waited  for  bim^ . 

we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  bis  falvatum.     For  in . 

tbis  mountain  Jball  tbe  band  of  tbe  L$rd  rejij  and 

Moab  fiidll  be  trodden  down  under  bim^  even,  as  ^raw 

is  trodden  down  for  tbe  dungbUL    Ifaiah  xxv.  9,  10. 

Upon  this  reft  the  Almighty  fets  the  love  of  his 

heart ;  in  this  our  falvation  refts  the  power  of  his 

arm ;  he  refts  in  his  love  fet  upon  Zion>  and  the 

aim  of  his  power  refts  on  the  fame.    For  tbe  Lord 

hatb  cbofen  Zion ;  be  batb  defired  it  for  bis  babita^ 

turn.     Tbis  is  my  refifor  ever:  bere  will  I  dwell;  for 

I  bave  defired  it.    Pfalm  cxx^cii.  13,  14,     The  reft, 

therefore,  of  God  is  in  his  own  everlaftjng  love 

toward  us  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  in  the  power  of  his 

grace  in  our  falvation.    And  to  this  it  is  that  the 

prophet  point%  the  rebellious  Ifraelites,  To  wbom  be 

Jaid^  ms  is  tbe  reft  wberewitbye  may  caufe  tbe  weary 

io  reft  i  (otd  tbis  is  tbe  refrejhing :  yet  tbey  would  not 

bear.    liaiah  xxviii.  12. 

.  And  it  is  plain  that  every  foul  that  God  the 
Father  takes  in  hand  to  difcipline  and  teach  out  of 
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the  law,  it  is  intended  to  make  them  feci  their  need 
of  this  reft  which  he  has  provided,  as  it  may  be 
fcen  in  the  fpllowing  paffage :  Blejfed  is  the  num 
whom  tbm  cbaftenefty  O  Lard,  and  Uachtfi  htm  out  ^ 
tby  law  i  that  thou  may  eft  give  him  reft  from  the  days  of 
adverfityy  until' the, pit  be  digged  for  the  wicked*  Pfalm 
zciv.  12,  13.  This  law-teaching  difcovers  our  fin^ 
and  the  wrath  and  bondage  of  the  law  tpake  fin 
an  intolerable  burden ;  and  the  dread  of  hell  tor- 
ments  fills  our  fouls  with  anguifli ;  and  this  fees  us 
to  labour  with  all  our  might  s  and  the  more  we 
ftru^le,  the  tighter  we  are  bound.  And  ic  is  m 
fuch  fouls,  who  are  under  the  teaching  of  the  law 
as  a  fchoolmafter,  that  Jefus  Chrift  calls :  Come 
tmto  moy  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden^  and 
IwiUgiveyou  reft.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you^  and  learn 
rfmei  for  lam  meek  and  lowly  in  heart:  and  ye  flmll 
find  reft  unto  your  fouls.  For  my  yoke  is  eafy^  and  my 
burden  is  light.  Matt.  xi.  a8 — ^30.  Here  reft,  is 
promifed  freely,  /  will  give  you  reft  \  and  the  invi- 
tation is  to  the  burdened  (inner,  who  is  labouring 
under  his  burden  againft  the  riflng  corruptions  of 
his  heart,  in  order  to  fubdue  them,  and  at  keeping 
the  commandments  in  order  to  appeafe^the  dif- 
pleafure  of  God,  and  to  obtain  a  righteoufnefs 
which  he  hopes  will  recommend  him  to  God*s  fa- 
your,  and  to  work  hinifelf  up  into  a  holy  frame  of 
heart,  which  he  imagines  to  obtain  by  ftiiving, 
and  by  which  he  expefts  to  be  made  .meet  for  the 
blcQi^d  inheritance.    But  this  is  not  acting  lil(e  a 

pauper 


piuper  upon  (he  throne  of  ffrt^y  not  is  it  re^eitiftg 
reft  as  the  gift  of  Chrift^  which  is  teildcrcd  to  us 
in  the  above  kind  invicationr  This  reft  is  obtained 
bjr  believing.  Ifrael  of.  old  came  fliort  of  it 
through  unbelief;  while  Mofes  obtained  it  hf 
liiith,  though  he  entered  not  into  the  promi^ 
land.  Mffifs,  fays  God,  is  faithful  in  all  tnf  baufd ;  and 
Wff  frefmcey  fays  God  to  him,  Jball  go  mtb  tbee^  aaJ 
J  wHl  give  fbie  refi.  And  io  it  is  now  i  this  reft  if 
obtained  by  believing.  For  im  which  have  beUi^idi 
do  imer  into  refti  as  he  faid^  As  1  bavefuWH  in  aff 
wraib^  If  they  Jball  enter  info  my  f^.  Hcb.  iv.  J. 
But  it  may  be  aflced  whac  we  reft  front. 

The  fou}  finds  reft  from  the  intolerable  burdeflf 
of  fin  in  the  dying  k>ve  and  in  fhe  dConing  bi($od 
of  Chiirft.  We  find  reft  from  the  gaHing  yoke  of 
precepts,  from  the  irritating  power  of  the  law,  amd 
fcQxXi  its  dreadful  feittcnce^  in  the  righreoufBe&  of 
Chrift.  We  find  reft  fronri  th«  aecufations  o€  Stf- 
mr  and  confcience  in  the  witnefs  of  fmh ;  and  wi 
reft:  fi'om  fiavift  fear,  perpkxing  doubts,  afid  \t^ 
bondage,  in  the:  lovtt  of  Gad  in  Chrift  -,  and  we^ 
reft  from  open  war,  rebellion,  and  all  koftiiities- 
agsinft*  God,  by  the  enjoyment  of  peace  and*  fincrid* 
ftip  with  God  through  Chrift.  -We  reft^  fecorc  in- 
the  purpofc  of  Godj  and  in  his  decree  of  ele£Hon, 
which  was  made  in  Chrift;  and  we"  rtH  fatisfied; 
contented,  and  well  pleafed,  with  the  etelHal^  faU* 
vadon  of  Chrift.  This  is  the  faint's  evcrlaftii^ 
icfti  nor  can  they  find  ir  any  where  elfe.    And  alt 
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Ictttr  preachers,  who  labour  againft  diefe  plaiii 
thing^j  do  but  fpoil  thefe  refting-places  which  God 
U^  appointed  and  provided  for  his  poor  chiidreiu 
JLay  not  waif,  O  wicked  man,  againjl  the  dw^ing  iff 
tk^  rigbteoHs ;  fpoil  not  bis  reftlng-flace :  for  a  jujt 
ma»  fdktb  /even  times y  md  rifetb  up  again :  but  tbi 
vwhd  fioall  fall  into  mif chief.  Prov.  xxi v.  15,1 6, 
And  fure  I  am  that  all  who  deny  the  godhead  of 
our  dear  Lord,  ami  thofe  who  fet  light  by  his  great  . 
tfonemeot,  and  tbofe  who  deny  the  imputation  of 
his  everlafting  righteoufnefs^  and  thofe  whd  enforce 
fixial  apoftafy  from  the  grace  of  God,  do  all  cbac 
ia  them  lies  to  fpoil  the  refting*  place  of  the  juft; 
for  they  may  fall  into  decays  of  fpiritual  lifr,^  and 
iroxn  their  own  ftedfaftoefs,  and  from  their  firft 
V^ve,  and  into  extreme  poverty,  and  inta  fins^ 
through  wealcne(%  as  Peter  did,  and  into  dee^ 
tinoublea ;  as  it  is  written,  Aid  they  that  imderftand 
among  the  people  fhall  inJiruSi  many ;  yet  th^  fhali 
fail  by  the  /word,  and  by  fame^  by  Captivity,  and  fy 
fitoUy  many  days.  Now,  when  they  fhiUl  fall  tbey^ 
/ball  be  bolpm  with  a  Utile  help :  but  nMty  fball  cleavi 
tQ  them,  wiih  flatteries.  Dan.  xi.  u,2%  34*  And  thi» 
little  help  promifed  will  fupport  them,  and  liflf 
tibem  up  again  too ;  and  they  will  then  get  back 
again  into  their  reft,  as  others  have  done  who  have 
fallen  iadly  and  foully^  but  not  finally.  It  i&  one 
thing  to  fall  dowj),  and  another  thing  to  fall  away. 
Hcb.  vi*  6.  The  Lord  preferveth  the  fimplet  Iwas^ 
brought  hw 9  and  he  helped  me.    Return  unto*  thy  refll 
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O  my  foul  I  for  the  Lord  bath  dealt  bouniiftdhf  with 
thee.  For  tbeu  baft  delivered  my  foul  from  deatb^ 
mneeyes  from  tears  y  and  my  feet  from  falling.  Pfalm 
cxvi.  6 — 8. 

Many  who  Ut\  their  need  of  this  reft  fceni  to 
come  Ihort  of  it,  or  reft  in  legal  ati^ainmencs,  out* 
vard  reformation,  or  in  an  empty  profcflion,  being 
fct  down  at  eafc  by  the  miniftry  of  the  letter,  in 
the  hands  of  men  unflcilful  in  the  word  of  righte* 
oufheis.  This  fiifles  their  convi(5tions,  benumbs 
their  Ibuls,  and  they  reft  in  head  notions,  and  in 
their  moral  conduft,  and  in  the  judgment  and 
witnefs  of  men  who  pretend  to  feed  them.  But 
(ev  dare  noti  fays  Paul,  make  ourfelves  of  tbe  number^ 
or  compare  curfelves  witb  fome  tbat  commend  tbem-' 
fohes:  hut  tbey,  m^afuring  tbemflves  by  tbemfolves, 
and  comparing  tbemfelves  among  tbemfelves^  are  not 
wife.  2  Cor.  X.  1 2.  And  I  may*  fay  of  fuch  a  reft 
as  the  prophet  of  old  did,  Arife  ye^  and  depart  i  for 
tbis  is  not  your  reft :  becaufc  it  is  follutcd^  it  fhaU  de* 
ftroy  you^  even  witb  afore  deftru3ion.  Micah  ii.  lo. 
Hope  or  expectation  the  Lord  often  gives  to 
the  fccking  finncr,  to  encourage  him  to  diligent 
attention  and  watchfulncfs,  and  to  excrcife  his 
patience  j  yet  fure  I  am  that  there  is  no  real  and 
folid  reft  ftiort  of  the  remiflfion  of  (ins,  and  in  a 
fpiritual  birth.  And  there  is  a  glory  in  this  reft. 
Every  attribute  of  God  harmonizes,  confpires,  and 
ihines  together  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  God, 
^hen  the  foul  confies  to  rcH:  in  the  bofom  of  the 
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chief  Shepherd,  and  to  take  up  its  fweet  repofe  iti 
his  dying  love,  which  will  never  end,  but  be  glo- 
rious to  eternity.  And  in  that  day  there  Jball  be  a 
root  of  Jejfe,  which  Jhall  ft  and  far  an  enjign  of  the 
people ;  to  it  fhaU  the  Gentiles  feek :  and  bis  reft  fhdil 
be  glorious,    Ifajah  xi.  lo. 

Thus  have  I  Ihowed  my  reader  that  unbelief 
wherever  it  prevails,  is  a  continual  erring  in  the 
heart.     I  have  alfo  endeavoured  to  point  out  the 
ways  of  God,  and  jhe  reft  which  the  believer  finds 
in  thofc  ways.     And  the  very  oath   of  God  is 
againft  them  who  harden  their  hearts  in  unbelief 
againft  thefe  things,    ^o-day^  if  you  will  bear  his 
voice,  harden  not  your  hearts,  as  in  the  provocation, 
and  as  in  the  day  of  temptation  in  the  wildernefs :  when 
your  fathers  tempted  me^  proved  me,  and f aw  my  wcrk. 
Forty  yearsy  therefore,  I  was  grieved  with  that  gene* 
ration,  and  Jaid,  It  is  a  people  that  do  alway  err  in 
their  heart,  and  they  have  not  known  my  ways :  Jo  I 
fware  in  my  wrath,  that  they  fhould  not  enter  into  my. 
reft. 
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TBX   BBST  OF  FATHERS,    XNIX  RlH  COMMANA; 
THB  MYSTIC  MOTHBX,  AH1>^  HER  LAVt. 

m 

Afjr  ^/r,  it^'  /i&y  father's  commanimenti  and  fcrfah 
net  the  law  of  thy  mother :  hind  them  amtinuaUj 
upon  thine  hearty  and  tie  them  about  thy  neck. 
When  thou  goeji^  it  fhall  lead  thee;   when  thou 

m 

fUefeJiy  it  fhall  keep  thee ;  and  when  thou  atvakefi, 
it  fhall  talk  with  thee.    Pro  v.  vi.  ao — a  a. 

_  ■ 

Tite  firft  thing  that  I  have  to  treat  on  in  this  text 
i»'thcchara6lar  or  ride,  which  is  that  of  a  fon'-.  My 
JkH^ac.  Fn  the  proverbs,  lays  l?aul,  God  fpeaks  to 
Ik  ad  to  chrldren  j  M^fon^  defpiferribt  tbou  the-chafieh- 
ing  of  the  Lord;  nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked  of 
bim,  &c.  But,  as  there  are  various  clafles  of  fon- 
Ihip  in  fcripture^  I  muft  diftinguifh  this  from 
others. 

Angels  are  called  ions,  being  fo  by  creation. 
The  morning  Jiars  fang  together,  and  all  the  f&ns  of 
God  fhouted  for^joy.    Job  xxxviii.  7. 

In  this  fenfe  all  niankind  are  the  fons  of  God. 

Have  we  not  all  one  father  ?  bath  not  one  God  created 

Hs?    Mai.  ii«  10. 
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I&ad  was  a.  foo ;  bxit  thca  h  was  only  by  i»« 
tioaal  adoption,  and  not  in  tint  beft  iien&.  j^ttf 
/j60«  Jkalf  fay  mio  Pharaoh^  Thus  Jaitb  the  Lord^ 
Jfra^l  is  n&  forty  esoen  my  farfi-lmrn.  And  IJ^  tmtm 
tbuj  Lettfipfi/m  go,  that  be  mqf^Jerve  ms:  and  if 
tboti  r^ufe  to  let  bim  gOy  heboid^  I  wUhfltg  thy  Jm^ 
ewtL  tbj/L  firfirlwn^.    Exod;  iv«  aa^  2j,     . 

Magifirates  are  called  childrpn of  God;  but  then 
it  appears  to  be  in  office  Only,  zsl  the  words.  Ihow, 
721^  hum  no('y  neiibir  will  they  underfiand^.  they 
wait  m  in  darlwfii  all  the  foundatims  of  she  eartk 
gfe  out  of  fourfe^  Jba^efaid^  Te  are  gods ;  and  ail 
of  ymL  art  children: of  ibe  mofi.  Uigb.  But  ye  fball. 
die  like  men,  and  fall  like  one  of  the  princes. 
]?fidm  Ixxxii.  5 — 7- 

There  is  another  rank  of  fons^.  which  obtain 
tbis:.chara6tcp  by  profefllon  doly^    Audit  came  to^ 

pfs,  when  men  began  to  multiply  on  tbe.face  (^  the 
earth  %  andidougblers.  were,  bom  unto  tbem^  that  the- 

foBSj  of  G^djamitbeidaugbters  of  men  that  sbep  Oftf^' 

faki   and  tbey  took,  tben^.uuvex  of\all.'S8iiebutief^ 
chefo.     Judfhe  Lotdfaidi  My  Spirit  fbedl  not  akeetys^^ 

fltivt  wiib  mofi^for  that,  he.alfois^fiej^i     Gea.  vi«. 

Thoie  are^  iw%,  who  are  pve^ppoinced  to.bear'* 
t}^i&  ckicadbei;!  ivnd  thacffom^  eveiiafting.  Hmngj 
pred^nated^usK  to  tbe\  adoption  of  cbildrem  by  ^^A> 
Qm^te  Mmfdf  according  ti>  the  good  pl$afime^of' bis- 
wU^  ta  the  praife  of  ibe  ghry  of  bis  gyase^  vAmeher^ 
b%  bafh^  made  us  accepted^n  tbeJ^doufed^  £pb«  i-  5^  6^ 

And 
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And  it  IS  on  this  account  that  the  poor  Gentiles  were 
tailed  fbns,  long  before  they  had  any  real  know-^ 
ledge  of  their  Father.  /  txnll/ay  to  the  nortby  Give 
4ip ;  and  to  the  Joutb^  Keep  not  tack  :  hring  my  Jm» 

m 

from  far,  undwy  daughters  from  the  ends  of  the  earths 
jfyd  it  ftfoU  come  to  pafs^  that  in  the  place  where  it 
was  faid  unto  tbim\  Ye  are  not  my  people^  there  it 

fiall  be  /aid  unto  them,  Te  ere  the  fins  of  the  Irmig 
God.    Hoiea  i.  lo*          ' 

•  But  now  I  will  come  nearer  honie^  and  defcend 
as  low  as  the  word  of  God  will  bear  me  out,  and- 
keep  nle  company.  And  it  is  not  in  my  power^ 
according  to  my  prefcnt  light,  to  come  any  lower 
than  Paul  does  in  the  following  paiTage :  Where^ 

forcy  come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  feparate, 

fmtb  the  Lord^  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing ;  and 
I  will  receive  you^  and  will  be  a  father  unto  you,  and^ 
yt'Jhall  be  my  fons  and  daughters,  fenth  the  Lord 
God  jllmighiy.  a  Cor.  vi.  17,  18.  Here  is  the 
&me  call  that  God  gave  to  Abraham,  Come  out 

from  among  them.    And  here  the  apoftles  begun  ^'. 
as  (bon  as  any  were  difcipled  they  feparated  the- 
difciples,  and  formed  them  into  congregations  or 
churches  by  themfelves.     But  then,    it  may  be> 
t&ed.  What  is  the  unclean  thing  that  we  are  for- 
bidden to  touch?  .  I  anfwer^  it  is  either  idolatry,** 
nhich  then  prevailed  in  every  place>  according  to , 
God*s  char^  which  he  brings  agaioft  Ifrael^  calling 
idolatry,  fornication,  whoredom,  and  pollutmg  ttem- 

Jclv.s  wch  idcU ;  or  elfe  what  Peter  calk  efcapmg 

the: 
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^i  cwrruption  that  is  in  the  world  through  luji  (2  Peter 
i.  4) ;  which  is  prevalent  in  all  by  natul-e,  as  all 
JUJh  hath  corrupted  its  way.  Some  luft  after  wealth, 
<Kbers  after  honours  and  pleafures,  others  after 
empire,  and  others  after  the  grati^cation  of  every 
unhallowed  defire.  Come  out  from  among  thefe 
people,  and  leave  thefe  things,  and  he  promifes  to 
receive  you. 

But  the  iecret  of  our  adoption  to  fonfliip  is 
made  manifeft  by  our  being  enabled  to  believe  in 
Chrifti  for  to  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave 
be  power  to  become  the  Jons  of  God,  even  to  them 
which  helieve  on  his  name.  And  the  firft  appearance 
of  this  work,  called  receiving  him,  difcovers  itfelf 
by  having  the  heart  touched  with  love  to  his  chil- 
drcn*  For  he  that  receiveth  whom/oever  I/end^  re* 
ceiveth  me* 

Sonihip  is  to  be  difcovered  by  love;  for  all 
God's  children  are  taught  of  him ;  and  one  of  the 
leflbns  which  he  teaches  the  apoftle  fays  is  this, 
/>  arc  taught  of  God  to  love  one  another.  1  Theill 
iv,  9*  And  love  is  a  fi-uit  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
difcovers  itfelf  by  a  love  to  the  truth,  a  love  to  the 
brethren,  and  by  love  to  God  and  his  ways. 

There  are  many  appellations  which  attend  this 
tharafter  of  fons,  which  are  intended  to  affift  the 
believer  in  making  his  adoption  clear.  When  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  rent  the  vail  of  ignorance,  dark- 
nefs,  and  confvfion,  from  their  heart,  and  illumi- 
Bated  ditir  undcrftandings,    they  are   called  the 
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children  of  light.  For  the  children  of  this  morli  are^ 
in  their  generation^  uijer  than  the  children  of  light. 
Luke  xvi.  8. 

It  is  difcovercd  by  the  honcfty  of  their  hearts, 
and  by  their  coming  to  the  light,  and  by  loving 
the  truth,  and  adhering  to  it,  hating  flattery, 
daubing,  and  being  built  up  in  falfehood.  They 
are  not  like  the  hypocrites,  who,  as  Peter  lays,  are 
willingly  ignorant i  and  love  to  be  deceived.  But 
God  makes  his  people  revere  and  embrace 
his  word  J  For  hefaid.  Surely  they  are ,  my  people^ 
children  that  wiU  not  lie :  fo  he  was  their  Saviour, 
Ifaiah  Ixiii,  8. 

Son  (hip  appears  in  the  peace  which  is  found  and 

enjoyed  in  the  ways  of  God.    Into  wbaf/bever  bouje 

ye  enter,  firflfay.  Peace  be  to  this  houfe.     And  if  the 

fon  of  peace  be  there^  your  peace  fhall  reft  upn  it. 

Luke  X.  5,  6. 

It  appears  by  the  reverence,  aw€,  and  fear,  the 
believer  has  of  God.  J  fon  bonouretb  his  fasherj 
and  afervant  his  mqfter :  if  then  I  be  a  father^  whitt 
is  mine  honour  ?  Mal.  i.  6. 
.  My  fon^  hep  thy  father's  commandment.  This 
commandment  is  the  word,  or  promife  of  life  \  and 
this  I  fhall  endeavour  to  ihake  plain;  and  do  you 
obfervc.  He  hath  remembered  his  covenant  for  ever, 
the  word  which  he  commanded  to  a  thotf/and  getKrn' 
tions :  which  covenant  he  made  with  Abraham^  and 
his  oath  unto  Ifaac ;  and  confirmed  the  fume  unto  Jor 
cob  for  a  law,  and  to  Tfraelfor  an  cverlafting  covenant, 

f(ying^ 
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fayingy  Unto  thee  will  1  give  the  land  of  Canadn^  the 
ht  of  your  inheritance:  when  thiy  were  but  a  few  men 
in  number ;  yea^  very  few ^  andjiremgers  in  it.  Pfalm 
cv.  8 — 12.     In  this  pfalm  here  is, 

I.  A  covenant;  and  this  is  called,  The  word 
which  he  commanded  to  a  thoufand  generations. 

This  word  is  confirmed  iy  an  oath  to  Ifaac^  and  io 
Jacob  for  a  law,  and  to  IfraHfot  an  everiafting  cove^ 
nant.  All  "which  amounts  to  this,  Unt^i  you  will  I 
give  the  land  of  Canaany  th:  ht  of  your  inheritance. 

Now  this  covenant  is  called  the  covenant  of 
promife  i  and  the  land  of  Canaan  is  called  thcpro- 
mifcd  land.  For  if  the  inheritance  be  of  the  laWf  it 
is  no  more '  of  promife :  but  God  gave  it  4o  Abraham 
by  promife.  Gal.  iii.  t8.  In  this  covct^ant  there  arc 
two  things  promifcd ; 

i.  A  bleffing  to  all  Abraham's  fpiritual  feed. 
In  thee  and  ht  thy  feed  Jhall  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  be  bleffed.  This  bleffing  is  eternal  life.  7  am 
the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Ifaac^  and  the 
God  of  Jacob.  God  is  not  the  God  cf  the  dead  (for 
that  is  the  God  of  this  world),  but  the  God  of  the 
living.  Matt.xxii.3i.  Now  Paul  fays  that  the  blefling 
of  Abraham  came  6n  the  Gentiles  through  faith.  S0 
'then  they  which  be  of  faith  are  bleffed  with  faithful 
Abraham  (Gal.  iii.  6)}  and  he  that  believeth  on  the 
Son  bath  everlafiing  life.    John  iii.  36.  • 

2.  Ih  this  covenant  God  promifed  the  holy 
land  td  Abraham  and  to  all  his  natural  feed ;  but 
Abraham  himfclf  never  enjoyed  any  inheritance  in 
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it,  no  notfo  much  as  to  Jet  afoot  m\  Abraham^^ 
a  better  country ;  that  is,  an  heavenly  one.  And  this 
God  promifcs  to  all  Abraham's  ipiritual  feed ;  he- 
gives  both  grace  and  glory.  Hence  this  covenant 
is  called  the  covenant  of  life  and  peace. 

But  then  it  may  be  afked  why  this  covenant  of 
promife  and  this  word  Ihould  be  faid  to  be  con- 
finned  to  Jacob  for  a  law  ?  I  anfwcr,  becaufe  it  ia 
the  law  of  faith,  which  excludes  boafting,  and  it 
requires  the  obedience  of  faith.  And  this  is  the 
word  which  was  prtached  to.Ifraels  ^  it  did  not 
frojit  them,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in  them  that 
Iheard  it.  .They  entered  not  in  becaufe  ofmAelief. 

Furthermore^  this  covenant^  or  wofd>  is  laid  to 
be  commanded  to  a  thoi^and  generaiions.  God  gave 
this  word  Jn  the  days  of  old^  and  great  was  the 
con^aty  of  thofe  thatfuhUfied  it.  Pfalm  Ixviii.  lu 
Mofes  and  all  the  prophets  preached  this  word  or 
promife  of  life.  And  it  is  plain  that  Chrift  re- 
ceived the  fame  commandment;  for  when  God 
fet  his  king  on  his  holy  hill  of  Zion  he  com-' 
manded  the  blefling  to  be  put  their  i  for  upon 
mount  Zion  God  commanded  the  bleffing^  even  life 
for  evermore.  Pfalm  cxxxiii.  3.  And  our  Loid 
tells  you  that  he  received  this  commandment  from 
the  Father.  For  I  have  notjj^ken  ofnrjfeJfi  but  the 
Father  which  fent  me,  he  gave  me  a  commandment 
what  IJbould  fay,  and  what  I  Jbouldfpeak.  And  I 
know  that  his  commandment  is  life  everlafting.  John 
xii.  49,  50. 

And 
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And  Chrift  gave  the  fame  commandment  to  the 
apoftles^  Go  yt  into  all  the  worlds  and  preach  tbi 
pjjpel  $0  every  creature.  A  nd  this  may  be  further 
(een  in  Paul's  epiftle  to  the  Romans.  But  now  is 
made  man^ftj  and  by  the  fcriptures  of  the  prophets^ 
according  to  the  commandment  of  the  everlaJHng  God, 
made  knozvn  to  aU  nations  for  the  oh£ence  of  faiths 
Rom.  xvi.  26. 

Take  the  whole  thus :  the  blefSng  of  everlafting 
life  was  promifed  to  Abraham  and  to  all  his  (pi- 
ritual  feed.  This  promife,  or  word  of  life,  is  the 
contents  of  God's  covenant  with  Abraham ;  and 
this  God  commanded  to  be  made  known  to  ^ 
nations  as  .a  law  requiring  the  obedience  of  faith. 

My  fon,  hep  thy  father* s  commandment  j  for  God 
has  commanded  the  promife,  or  word  of  life,  to  be 
publifhed  to  every  creature,  and  he  applies  it  to^all 
the  fons  and  heirs  of  promife.  This  word  mud  be 
reeeived  and  kept  $  received  in  the  light  of  it,  fo 
as  to  underftand  it ;  in  the  power  of  it,  £b  as  to  be 
quickened  by  it  j  in  the  faith  of  it,  fb  as  to  obey 
It ;  and  in  the  love  of  it,  fo  as  to  embrace  i(  and 
hold  it  fail,  profefs  it,  and  abide  by  it.  Jefus  an-- 
Jwered  and  /aid  unto  him.  If  a  man  love  mCy  he  will 
keep  my  words :  and  my  Father  will  love  him^  and  we 
will  come  unto  him^  and  make  our  abode  with  him. 
John  xiv.  23.  This  will  make  manifeft  who  they 
are  that  receive  and  keep  the  word  of  life,  and 
who  not.  Chrift  will  come  and  dwell  iq  their 
hearts  by  &ith,  and  God  the  Father  will  come  and 
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dwc;ll  111  their  hearts  by  lave ;  and  fuch  will  BsxAk 
to  be  what  Peter  did,  the  word  of  eternal  life  pand- 
as it  operates,  gfpws,'  and  prevails^  freedom  of 
foul  will  attend  it.  'Then  Jaidjejus  to  thofe  Jews' 
which  believed  on  lin^  If  ye  continue  in  ng,  wordy 
then  are  ye  my  difciples  indeed  %  and  ye  flfoll  know  the 
truths  and  the  truth  fiall  makeyaufiefi.     Joha  viii. 

Let  my  reader  take  notice  of  this>  that  the  cba* 
rader  in  imy  text  is  that  of  a»  fon^  and  be  that  gave 
the  commandment  is  a  father;.  ap4  therefjre  it  is 
not  a  legal;  commandment  to  a  bond-fervant,  but : 
an  evangelical  one  to  a  fan.  All  that  are  under 
the  law  are  fervants^  and  not  (bus ;  tn.  the  Qeib, 
and  not  in  the  Spirit;  and  the  children  of  the  fiefh^ 
thefe  are  not  the  children  <f  God-,  but  the  cbUdnn  <f 
the  promife  are  counted  for  thefeed^ 

And  by  this  thou  wilt  know  whether  thou  art  a 
iervant  or  a  fon :  if  a  fervant,  thou  wilt  cleave  to 
the  law,  and  to  thine  own  performances,  and  to 
the  citizens  of  this  country,  to  letter  preachers, 
even  if  thy  confcience  be  half  in  hell ;  and  thou 
wilt  dcfpife  all  that  are  happy  in  Chrift  Jcfus ;  for 
the  law  worketh  wrath,  and  that  will  ftir  up  thine 
enmity,  But  if  a  fon,  and  an  heir  of  promiici., 
thou  wilt  expe£|;  no  comfort  but  what  the  promifes 
afford  i  thefe  will  be  thine  only  br^^s ;  and^  indeed, 
there  is  nc>  milk  in  any  other. 

,  Now  for  the  mother,  and  her  hw.     Forfakc  mf: 
tk  hw  of  thy  mother.   Thi^  motbci:  dotlv  not  oieaa 

our 
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tJur  natural  parent;  for  all  believers  have  not  right- 
eous mothers ;  many  of  the  faints*  natural  mothers 
arc  la^lefs  and  difobedient.  Nor  is  Hagar  the 
mother  that  is  meant  in  my  text ;  fhe  was  an 
Egyptian,  and  her  fon  was  born  after  the  flefh, 
and  perfecuted  him  that  was  born  after  the  Spirit ; 
and  his  mother  helped  him;  for  which  God  turned 
them  both  out  of  doors.  Bedde^  (he  was  bought 
dnd  fold  like  a  flave,  and  her  fon  was  a  wild 
man. 

Nor  is  the  earthly  Jerufalem  that  now  is  this 
mother ;  for  (he  is  in  widowhood^  and  dejolatty  and 
fitteth  on  the  ground^  and  is  in  bondage,  and  all  her 
children. 

Sar^h  is  the  mother  of  this  fon  in  my  text.  And 
God /aid  unto  Abrabami  As  for  Sarai  thy  wife,  thou 
Jbdt  not  call  her  name  Sarai^  but  Sarah  Jhall  her 
name  be.  And  I  will  ble/s  her^  and  give  thee  a  Jon 
alfo  of  her  j  yea,  I  will  blefs  her^  and  fhe  Jhall  be  a 
mother  of  nations ;  kings  of  people  jhall  be  of  her. 
Gren.  xvii.  15, 16.  Hence  it  is  that  w^  are  com- 
ittanded  to  hearken  to  the  Lord  about;  this  matter. 
Hearken  to  me^  ye  that  follow  after  right eoufnefs  i  ye 
ibat  Jeek  the  Lord^  look  unto  the  rock  whence  ye  ari 
hewn^  and  to  the  hole  of  the  pi  whence  ye  are  digged  t 
look  unto  Abraham  your  father ^  and  unto  Sarah  thai 
bare  you  i  for  I  called  him  alone ^  and  bleffedbim,  and 
mcrec^ed  him :  for  the  Lord  Jhall  comfort  Zion.  Now 
this  mother  being  Abrahanys  lawful  wife  by  a 
itiarriagd  covenant^  or  a  covenaht  of  wedlock^  and 
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being  blefled  of  God  with  the  promife  and  blefling 
of  everlafting  life,  and  being  a  partaker  alfo  of  the 
Holy  Gboft,  for  Ihe  fpake  as  the  Spirit  moved 
her  when  (he  faid,  Caft  eui  this  baud-woman  and 
her  /on:  for  the  /on  of  this  bond-woman  JbaU  not  he 
heir  with  my  /on^  even  with  Ifaac*  Jnd  God  /aid^ 
In  aU  that  Sarah  hath  /end  hearken  to  her  voice :  for 
in  T/aac  Jball  thy  /eed  be  called.  So  alfo  her  o6f- 
fpring  was  an  heir  of  promife,  and  born  after  the 
Spirit.  And  Sarah  gave  fuck  to  her  fon  even  in 
her  old  age  i  and  (he  is  called  the  free  woman,  and 
her  fon  a  free-born  heir ;  and  in  all  thefe  things 
(he  was  the  covenant  of  grace  in  a  figure.  The 
bond-woman  and  the  free :  ^be/e  are  the  two  cove-- 
nants  \  the  one  from  mount  Sinai,  which  gendereth  tp 
bondage,  which  is  jigar.  But  the  yerufalem  which  if 
above  is  free,  which  is  the  mother  of  us  all.  Gal.  \v. 
24,  26.  All  which  teaches  us  this  lefTon,  that 
Sarah's  freedomj,  Sarah's  promife,  Sarah's  fpiritj 
Sarah's  life.  Sarah's  blefling,  Sarah's  fon,  and  Sa- 
rah's faith,  all  came  to  her  from  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  (he  received  them  as  a  free  gift.  Through 
faith  al/o  Sarah  her/elf  received  Jlrength  to  conceive 
/eed^  and  was  delivered  of  a  child  when  fbe  was  fejt 
age,  btcau/ejhe  judged  him  faithful  who  hadpromi/ed^ 
Heb*  xi.  II. 

And  we  may  obferve,  that  the  commandment 
of  the  father,  and  the  law  of  this  mother,  come 
both  from  this  covenant  of  grace.  Faith  is  called 
the  law  of  theSj^it  of  Ufe  in  Cbrifije/us,  which 
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makes  us  fre^  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death.  And 
as  the  Holy  Spirit  writes  the  law  of  faith  in  the 
heartj  and  is  called  the  Spirit  of  faith  on  that  ac^ 
count,  fo  the  word  of  life  is  applied  by  the  fanie. 
And  it  is  a  truth  that  the  Spirit  of  f^th>  and 
the  promife  of  life^  both  come  from  the  fame 
covenant  -,  and  they  always  come  together.  As  for 
me^  this  is  my  covenant  with  them,  faith  she  Lordi  Afy 
S fir  it  that  is  upon  thee^  and  my  words  which  I  have 
put  in  thy  mouthy  JhaU  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth, 
nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feed,  nor  out  of  the  mouth 
of  thy  feeds*  feedy  faith  the  Lord^  from  henceforth  and 
fqr  evfr.  Ifaiah  lix.  2i.  Here  is  our  mother,  the 
covenant  of  grace^  the  heavenly  Jerufalem ;  an^ 
here  is  the  word  of  life  and  of  faith  which  w^ 
preach  \  and  here  is  the  Spirit  of  faith,  which  is 
promiied  to  all  the  feed.  Myfon^  keep  thy  father's 
f^nmandftunt  i  and  forfake  not  the  law  of  thy 
mother. 

Bind  them  continually  upon  thine  heart.  We  may 
have  a  ilill  perfuafion  in  our  own  mind  of  the  truth 
we  bear  j  and  this  Paul  allows  $  let  every  man  be 
fuBj  perfuaded  in  bis  own  mind.  Rom.  xiv.  5.  And 
this  perfliafion  comes  from  God :  God Jball  perfitade 
Japbith,  md  he  fhall  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Shem. 
Gen.  ix;  17*  But  the  heart  is  not  fixed  till  it  purge 
the  confcien(:e. 

We  read  alfo  of  others  who  for  a  while  helieve, 
ha  f»  Hm  of  temptation  fall  away.    Jhis  is  tcm- 

j)orary 
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porAry  faith,  which  abides  but  for  a  feafon,  and 
when  moft  wanted. fails. 

And  we  read  of  miraculous  faith,  which  will 
remove'  mountains,  but  bring  no  charity  with  it. 
Now  faith  in  the  mind  may  ftay  it,  and  keep  a 
perfon  in  firm  hope  and  expectation,  and  it  may 
abide  there  for  fome  time,  and  yet  things  are  not 
clear,  nor  found,  nor  is  the  foul  firlly  fatisfied, 
fettled,  and  firm;  far  from  it.  But  when  faith 
readies  the  heart  or  confcience,  by  applying  the 
atonement  there,  which  Paul  calls  having  the  heart 
fprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience  (Hcb.  x.  2  a),  this 
makes  clear  work,  even  at  the  very  bottom.  Here 
is  pardoning  grace  in  the  heart,  removing  evil  from 
tTie  confcience.  And  furc  I  am  that  it  is  a  good 
thing  to  have  the  heart  eftabltjhed  with  grace.  Bind 
them  continually  upon  thine  heart. 

Faith  is  a  law,  and  laws  are  binding ;  but  &itn' 
muft  lay  hold  of  love,  for  that  is  the  bond  that' 
binds.  Faith  is  a  uniting  power:  you  read  of 
the  unity  of  the  faith.  When  the  grace  of  faitli 
takes  root  in  the  heart,  and  works  by  love  thej%, 
and  pleafingly  affures  the  foul  of  its  intereft  in  - 
Chrift,  it  fweetly  conftrains  to  obedience,  aiid 
powerfully  engages  the  whole  foul  with  God. 
There  is  fuch  a  thing  as  a  growth  in  faith  i  arid  a 
growing  exceedingly  in  it;  which  is  done  by  obferving 
the  agings  and  ejccrcifes  of  faith ;  by  ufing  of  it, 
and  flirring  it  up  in  conftanc  and  continual  ap- 
*  4  proachcs 
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proAches  toGod^  cTpeC:ially  in  umes  of  trouble ;  ia- 
obicrving  its  workit^s,  its  fuccefTeSj  and  the  re- 
turns that  are  granted  to  the  prayer  of  faith ;  in 
obferving  the  livelinefs  of  it  at  foaie  times,  and  its 
deadnefs  at  others;  its  ftrongeft  efforts,  and  its 
apparent  declenfions.     It  grows  by  cherifhing  it 
and  nourishing  it,  by  reading,  hearing,  converting, 
and  Oieditating ;  by  praying  for  an  increafe  of  it, 
siDd  that  it  may  not  fail  -,   and  in  watching  and 
guarding  againft  thofe  befetting  fins  which  weaken 
and  difcou rage  faith.     David's  faith,  with  a  good 
co&fcience,  faced  the  Goliath  of  Gath,  but,  with 
a  bad  one,  fled  from  Abiklom  his  own  fon.  -  To 
bind  faith  on  the  heart  is  to  encourage  its  powerful 
coofb-aints;   for  it  bows,   bends,   influences,  and^ 
draws  the  heart  to  cleave  to  Chrift ;  it  brings  in 
frefh  power  from  Chrift,  and  we  are  kept  by  that 
mighty  power  through  &ith,  and  made  to  &mdr 
faft  in.  him  by  faith.     To  bind  the  word  of  pro«** 
miie  to  the  heart  is  to  receive  the  love  of  the 
trudi,  and  truth  in  the  love  of  it>  which  is  called^ 
binding  up  the  tijlimf^.     Love  is  a  flrong  cord ;  a 
thing  loved  is  held  faft>  and  cannot  be  forced  away . 
from  love  as  long  as  love  lafts..    And  what  we 
love  is  uppermoft  in  our  thoughts,  alwajrs  preient, 
much  meditated  on>  and  greatty  delighted  in.    And 
the  Holy  Spirit  leading  the  mind  into  the  word, 
and  giving  us  an  un^ous  experience  of  the  truth, 
truth  becomes  familiar  to  us,  and  very  cheering 
Md  Mtertiiiiiaig;  and  it  makes  the  miod  fpiritualf 

and 
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and  life  and  peace  attend  a  fpi ritual  mind.  Satan 
is  fadly  foiled  at  a  fpiritual  mind ;  he  cannot  get 
our  attention.  The  corruptions  of  the  heart  are 
much  put  off,  and  their  inclinations  and  rcquefts 
much  weakened,  where  truth  is  held  faft  in  love, 
and  meditated  on,  and  delighted  in,  which  fwectfy 
entertains  the  foul  with  knowledge  and  underftand- 
ing.    Bind  them  continually  upon  thy  heart. 

And  tie  them  about  thy  neck.  The  believing  Ibul 
that  embraces  the  gofpel,  the  promifes  and  blef- 
fings  of  the  covenant,  is  efpoufed  as  a  chaile  vir- 
gin to  Chrift.  And  it  is  well  known  that  the  neck 
is  a  beautiful  part  of  the  body,  and  efpecially  if 
fair.  You  read  of  her  fair  neck  (Hofea  x.  1 1); 
and  in  the  Song,  Thy  neck  is  as  a  tower  of  ivory 
(Song  vii.  4) ;  and  ivory  is  very  white.  More- 
over, the  neck,  efpecially  of  a  bride,  is  commonly 
adorned  with  beads,  gold  chains,  pearls,  neck- 
laces, and  ibmetimes  with  a  necklace  of  diamonds. 
The  do6lrines,  promifes,  and  bleflings,  of  the  gof- 
pel, which  are  all  promifed  to  faith,  together  with 
the  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are  our  ornaments 
and  adornings ;  hence  you  read.  Thy  neck  is  comely 
with  chains  of  gold.  Song  i.  10.  Thou  haft  ravifoed 
my  heart  with  one  chain  of  thy  neck.    Song  iv.  9. 

Some,  like  the  Galatians,  think  that  they  are 
not  ornamented  with  the  gofpel  without  going 
over  to  the  law;  they  begin  in  the  Spirit,  but  muft 
be  made  pcrfeft  by  the  flefhi  whereas  the  chain  of 
harmonious  truths,  and  the  gnJdeh  links  of  divine 

graces^ 
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graces,  are  the  only  things  which  ad-  rn  theLorcTs 
ipoufe;  and  with  thefe  his  heart  is  ravifhed  and 
charmed. 

Again:  bondage,  flavery,  and  captivity,  are 
called  the  bands  of  the  neck ;  and  fo  diey  are  to 
thofc  that  are  under  them.  Loofe  thyjelf  from  the 
hands  of  thy  neckt  O  captive  daughter  of  Zion.  Ifaiah 
lii.  a.  Now  thefe  bands  were  a  difgrace ;  Ihe  was 
bound  with  thefe  for  her  idolatry*  But  to  yield 
the  obedience  of  faith  is  to  take  the  yoke  of  her 
Lord  upon  her,  who  is  meek  and  lowly,  and  to  be 
obedient  to  her  heavenly  hufban^.  Again :  rebel- 
lion is  called  a  ftiff  neck :  Spiak  not  with  a  ftiff 
neck.  Pfalm  Ixxv.  5.  Difobedience  is  what  Chriit 
complains  of^  and  fays  to  fuch,  Thy  neck  is  an  iron 
Jinew^  and  thy  brow  brqfs.  Ifaiah  xlviii.  4.  Now, 
humble  fubmiflion  and  cheerful  obedience  is  the 
reverie  of  all  this.  Now^  be  ye  not  ftiff-necked^  as 
your  fathers  were^  hut  yield  yaurf elves  unto  the  Lord^ 
and  enter  into  hisfanSuary.    2  Chron.  xxx.  8. 

But  again :  the  neck  is  that  part  which  joins  or 
unites  the  head  to  the  body.  Chrifl:  is  the  head  of 
the  church,  and  the  church  is  the  body  of  Chrift. 
Hence  fome  are  fharply  rebuked  for  not  holding  this 
beady  from  which  all  the  body  by  joints  and  bands^ 
having  nourijhment  minifleredy  and  knit  together ^  in^ 
creajeth  with  the  increqfe  of  God.  Col.  ii.  19.  The 
neck,  therefore,  is  the  emblem  of  union  between 
Chrifl:  the  head  and  his  church.  Hence  a  good 
woman  is  often  reprefented  without  a  head,  having 
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'no  head  erf  her  own.     The  head  of  the  woman  & 
the  man;  and  as  a  good  wonnan  fubmics  to  her 
hufband,  who  is  the  head  of  her,  and  gives  up  her 
own  will-to.his^  fo  an  obedient  believer  does  the: 
will  of  his  Father.     Solonnon's  advice  to  his  fon 
is,  to  ainn  at  union  with  the  covenant  Head  j  Keep 
f  by  father's  comraandmenty  fays  he.     Gad  has  in  tbefe 
laft  diys  Jpoken  to  us  by  bis  Son.     He  has  com* 
manded  his  Son  to  fpeak  the  word  of  life  to  us ; 
and  this  word  keeps  Chrift  and  his  people  together. 
If  ye  abide  in  me^  and  my  words  abide  inyou^  yeJbaU 
ajk  zvbat  ye  wiU^  and  it  Jhall  be  done  unto  you.    John 
XV.  7. 

For/ah  not  the  law  of  thy  mother.  Faith  gives 
Chrift  poflfcflion  of  our  heart  j  he  dwells  in  the 
heart  by  faith;  and  by  faith  we  dwell  in  him. 
But,  as  love  is  the  bond  of  all  perfedtnefs^  and  as 
real  faith  works  by  love^  and  love  being  called  a 
cord,  Solomon  would  not  that  love  ihould  be 
lacking  in  our  faith.  We  ha^e  (fays  John)  known 
and  believed  the  love  that  God  bath  to  us  i  and  Paul 
fays,  /  am  perfuaded  that  neither  life  nor  death  JbaU 
Jeparate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Chrifi 
yefus  our  Lord.  In  the  word  of  life  God  promifcs 
to  love  us  freely,  and  that  this  his  love  fhall  draw 
us  to  Chrift.  Faith  receives  the  proipife,  and  be- 
lieves in  the  love  of  God,  and  works  by  it.  Tie 
thefc  about  thy  neck.  Thefe,  like  a  neck,  will 
hold  thee  and  Chrift  together.  And,  by  virtue  of 
this  union,  Chrift  will  adorn  thee  with  all  grace 

and 
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and  truth,  which,  ]ike  the  chains  of  a  bride's  neck^ 
wiH  charm  the  bridegroom,  and  be  the  ornaments 
of  thy  profcffion.  My  Jon^  keep  tby  father's  com^ 
mandment^  and  forfake  not  the  law  of  thy  mother : 
iind  them  continually  upon  thine  heart,  and  fie  them 
about. thy  neck. 

When  thou  goejl,  it  fball  lead  thee.  AU  along  wc 
have  had  two  things  to  treat  of,  the  command  of 
the  father,  and  the  law  of  the  mother ;  but  now 
ihcfc  two  are  become  one ;  not  thefe  or  them,  but 
I/;  when  thou  goeft,  //  Ihall  lead  thee.  The 
apoftle  tells  us  to  be  followers  of  Cbriji  as  dear  chil- 
dren i  and  it  is  by  faith  we  wal^,  and  not  by  fight. 
Fortune,  luck,  and  chance,  are  banilhed  out  of 
the  government  of  this  world  by  faith.  The  be* 
liever  is  led  by  faith  to  watch  the  hand  of  God  in 
all  things.  He  difcerns  the  univerfal  providence 
of  God.  And  what  is  providence  but  the  good* 
nefs  of  God  difplayed  in  providing  for  all  his 
<?reaturcs  ?  All  fcek  their  meat  from  God.  Faith 
leads  him  to  obferve  all  the  goodnefs  of  Gctd  that 
pafles  before  him.  He  that  will  obferve  thefe  things^ 
even  he  Jball  underjiand  the  Joving-kindnefs.  of  the 
Lord,  Mofts  all  through  the  wildernefs,  Jacob 
yrith  his  ftafF,  and  the  apoftles  without  purfe.  or 
$:rip,  were  led  by  f^ith  to  obferve  this,  and  found 
their  account  in  it,  and  fupport  by  it.  And  ai 
feith  leads  us  to  obferve  thefe  things,  fo,  upon 
<very  kind  providence  that  appears,  faith  leads-  the 
bcjievcr  to  acknowledge  it  by  praifes  and  thamkf- 

givings, 
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^vings^  which  faith  leads  the  foul  to  believe  will 
be  acceptable  xo  God  through  Chrlft;  and  by  thefe 
things  faith  giiks  glory  to  God.  Should  God  ap- 
pear to  walk  contrary  to  us,  as  in  the  three  years 
Tannine  for  the  blood  of  the  Gibeonites,  Ihed  by 
^ul  in  the  days  of  David  -,  or  (hould  his  hand  go 
out  againft  us,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Naomi  i  or  Ihould 
providence  run  counter  to  the  promife,  as  with 
Ifaac  and  Rebekah  (the  promile  to  Abraham  wa^ 
that  his  feed  by  Ifaac  Ihould  be  as  the  ftars  of  hea- 
ven, but  behold  Rebekah  is  barren);  faith,  at  fucb 
ieafons,  leads  us  to  inquire  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
entreat  the  Lord  i»  and,  when  thefe  are  removed, 
we  are  led  by  faith  to  love,  ble(s,  and  adore  the 
Almighty  for  making  crooked  things  ftraight. 

When  any  arch  enemy,  who  lays  in  wait  to  de* 
ceive,  brings  or  prefents  any  new  and  llrange 
things  to  our  ears,  or  if  it  comes  from  a  poor  fim" 
pie  foul,  who  is  charmed  with  every  word,  and  we 
ftand  in  doubt,  not  knowing  whether  right  or 
wrong,  whether  to  rcfufe  or  choofe,  we  ftand 
ftill,  pray,  watch,  and  wait  i  but  as  foon  as  a  ray 
appears,  (for  he  that  believetb  on  me  JbaU  pt 
sbide  in  darknefs)^  faith  leads  the  mind  into  this  and 
that  truth,  which  fees  the  whole  matter  afide  as 
fpurious ;  and  where  faith  leads  the  mind  follows ; 
and  thoufands  of  fnares  does  the  faint  efcape  by 
this  leading ;  for  his  heart  cannot  embrace  what 
faith  doth  not  credit ;  for  wbatjoever  is  not  rf  faith 
is  Jin. 
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When  the  mind  of  a  believer  is  led  to  alter  his 

-ftatio^  or  ficuation  in  life,  to  alter  his  ftate  and 

condition,  the  footfteps  of  providence  are  fought 

after;  and  if  the  path  feems  to  be  in  deep  waters, 

and  the  Lord's  footfteps   are  not  known,    faith 

waits  for  his  counfel,  knowing  that  when  he  futtetb 

forth  his  own  Jheep  be  goetb  before  them ;  the  Jbeep 

hear  bis  voice^  and  foUow  him.     Nor  can  he  move 

till  thefe  things  are  difcovercd ;  for  though  things 

may  appear  plain  and  plaufible  to  reafon,  yet  he 

muft  have  an  inward  perfuafion  that  it  is  of  the 

Lord ;  for  we  walk  hy  faith ^  not  by  fight ;  we  walk 

by  the  confidence  of  God,  and  not  by  the  light  of 

nature.    So,  under  any  temptation  tx>  fin,  faith 

leads  the  faint  to  the  eye  of  the  Lord  \  and  this 

calls  up  fear  and  confcience  againft  him,  and  thelb 

withfland  him,  and  keep. him  in  awe;  and,  when 

the  fharc  is  broken,  faith  leads  the  foul  to  exult  in 

God,    The  fnare  is  broken^   and  we  are  delivered. 

Thus  faith  leads  the  foul  to  the  great  deliverer,  and 

to  acknowledge  the  deliverance. 

Furthermore,  there  is  peculiar  to  moft  believers 
fomethiog  which  erodes  their  wills  above  every 
other  crofs ;  as  fore  eyes  to  Leah ;  deformity  to 
Paul;  a  feeble  tabernacle  to  Timothy;  a  particular 
(icknefs  to  Eliflia ;  barrennefs  to  Hannah ;  a  thigh 
out  of  joint  to  Jacob ;  a  plague  all  day,  and  a  rod 
every  morning,  for  Afaph.  Some  have  a  perfe- 
cuting  wife,  another  a  furious  hufband ;  fbme  con* 
cinual  poverty;  another  is  under  a  cruel  oppreflbr; 

O  and 
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ind  fome  arc  all  their  days  in  bondage;  they  can 
hold  nothing  faft  but  their  chains,  nor  da^r  they 
give  up  their  hope.    There  are  times  when  feith 
declares  to  the  heart,   and  leads  fuch  to  confefs 
with  their  mouth,  that  it  is  good  for  them  to  be 
thus  affli6ted,  and  to  confefs  that  i«  very  fMbfulnefs 
ibou  hafi  affiSttd  me ;  yea,  and  to  plead  it  in  their 
own  behalf  in  time  of  trouble :  Tbou  baft  known  my 
Jbul  inaJverfity.    Yea  further,  fuch  are  often  led 
to  notice  their  fcUow-profcffors  who  are  not  tried 
in  this  way;  and  they  fee  they  arc  like  a  Ihip 
without  ballad,  or  a  rider  on  a  fiery  ftced,  with 
reins  to  his  bridle ;  and,  under  thcfe  confiderations^ 
hug  the  crofs,   and  blefs  their  God;   though  at 
other  times,  when  unbelief  works  ftrbng,  and  car- 
nal reafon  catches  the  reins  of  government,  rebel- 
lion,  murmurings,  and  peeviQinefs,  work  fo  power- 
fully as  to  fill  the  foul  with  confufion.    But  even 
in  the  midft  of  this  ilorm  faith  fpeaks,  but  fpeaks 
foftly,  coolly,  quietly,  and  undifturbcdly,  without 
fear,  and  widiout  fright ;  and  the  foul  knows  it, 
and  hears  it ;  but  enmity  fprihgs  up,  and  carries  all 
before  it.    Neverthelefs  the  foul  is  obliged  to  come 
back,  and  iattend  to  the  voice  of  faith,  which  always 
leads  the  foul  to  God  j  and  to  God  fuch  a  foul 
is  obliged  to  go,  and  to  confefs  and  bewail  his  ad-> 
herence  to  unbelief  and  to  carnal  ^eafon,  and  his 
wretched  rebellion  as  the  evil  efFeAs  of  it*    And 
thus  faith  leads  him  to  abide  by  Chrift  and  truth, 
and  to  take  part  with  thefe;  fir  be  ibat  is  noi  againft 
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nSy  hys  Chrift,  is  on  our  fide.    Faith  can  rcafoA, 
and  reafon  well;  and  fhe  always  reaibns  coolly. 
We  JhaU  Jurely  die,  fays  unbelief,  bec^iuje  we  bofbe 
Jeen  the  Lord-^  no,  fays  faith,  if  God  meant  to  deftroy 
iis,  be  would  not  have  Jhewed  us  Juch  things  as  tbeje. 
I  know  that  thou  wilt  not  hold  me  innocent^  fays 
tinbelief;  I  know^  fays  faith,  that  I  Jhall  he  jnfti^ 
ficd:  Who  is  he  that  will  pliad  with  me?     And  thus 
alfo  are  we  led  by  faith  to  view  the  judgments  6f 
God  abroad  in  the  earth,  the  providence  of  God 
over  all  creatures,  the  government  of  God  in  the 
world,  the  kind  dealings  of  God  with  his  children, 
which  lie  within  the  con^pais  of  our  knowledge;  his 
judgments  abroad  among  the  nations ;  the  evident 
tokens  of  perdition  that  fall  upon  notorious  rebeh, 
heretics,  and  hypocrites ;  the  countenances  and  aw- 
ful ends  of  apoftates  and  prefumptuous  fouls  in  the 
tniniftry  and  in  profeflion :  and  the  believer  im- 
proves upon  every  one  of  thefe.    And  he  is  led 
dlfo  to  God's  kind  dealings  with  his  own  family ; 
fea,   with  them  all,   however  weak,   fimple,   or 
dark  they  may  be  ;^  and  generally  according  to  the 
private  and  pre-judgment  of  the  believer  i    and 
according  to  his  belief  fo  it  falls  out.     Faith  leads 
the  feint  to  notice  ftriftly  the  dealings  of  God  with 
himfelf^  both  within  and  without;  and  horwever 
counter  to  his  wi(h  God*i3  dealings  with  him  may. 

be,  yet  he  fees  that  in  the  moft  minute  affairs  he 

» 

can  difcem  the  hand  of  God  with  him,  his  wifdom 
and  goodnefs^:  fometimes  in  putting  the  laws  of 
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jjctaliation  in  forte,  and  at  other  times  countcrafk- 
ing  his  dcfigns,  to  hide  prjdc  from  his  eyes ;  and 
fometimes  cutting  ofF  tbofe  fupplies  v^hich  take 
him  off  from  his  dependence  upon  God  i  and^  in 
ihort,  every  weight  laid  on  is  intended  to  counter^ 
poife  fome  afpiring  thought  or  towering  imagina- 
tion>  and  to  mortify  and  bring  down  the  loftinels 
of  men,  fo  that  God,  by  his  Spirit,  may  ftill  dwell 
with  the  humble  and  contrite  heart  j  and  when  he 
is  maft  emptied  of  thefe  things,  then,  then  has  he 
moft  of  his  God.  So  it  is,  believcrj  deny  it  if  you 
can.  Now  God  declares  that  all  things  do  work 
for  good  to  them  that  love  God ;  and  there  is  no 
believer  of  any  time  Handing  who  has  not  got  that 
promife  in  his  faith.  Faith  credits  the  word,  and 
brings^  honour  to  herfelG  by  leading  us  to  fee  that 
her  obedience  is  according  to  truth,  and  that  all 
her  leadings  are  in  the  way  of  truth.  Myfon^  keep 
ihy  father* s  commandmenl^  and  forfi^e  not^ibe  law  of 
thy  moiber  \  bind  them  continualfy  Htpon  ibine  heart; 
and  lie  ihem  ahut  thy  neck.  When  ilou  goefi,  itfindl 
lead  thee. 

When  thoujleep^/i^  H  jhaU  keep  thee.  Two  things 
I  (hall  obferve  upon  this  head.  Fird,  treat  of  the 
characters  of  thofe  whom  the  Lord  promifes  to 
keep  I  or,  to  be  more  plain,  what  he  calls  them 
whom  he  makes  his  charge.    And, 

Firft*^  it  is  called  a  city :  Except  the  Lord  keep  the 
eity^  the  watchman  v>aketh  but  in  vain.  Pfalm 
cxxvii.  I.    H^Tc  the  church  is  called  a  city,  as  it 

is 
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is  the  city  of  the  great  king;  and  glorious  things 
have  been  and  ftill  are  fpoken  of  this  city  of  God. 
But  then,  as  it  is  called  a  royal  city,  a  free  city, 
the  faithful  city,  and  the  city  of  the  living  God, 
they  muft  be  friends  and  fubjefts  of  the  king  who 
dwell  within  it*  None  but  free  men  are  men  of 
this  free  city.  Fellow-citizens  of  the  faints  are  par- 
takers of  God's  truth,  and  of  God's  fpirit,  and  arc 
in  love  and  friendlhip  with  God's  children;  en- 
vious dogs  are  without,  and  can  get  no  nigher 
than  the  walls  of  it.  It  is  called  a  faithful  city,  to 
fhow  that  they  are  believers  who  do  belong  to  it ; 
and,  as  God  is  the  king  of  it,  they  muft  be 
friendly  to  him  that  dwells  in  it ;  and  this  may  be 
eafily  known  by  this  fimple  evidence.  He  that  is 
nol  with  me  is  againji  me ;  and  be  that  gatberetb  noi 
with  mejcatteretb  abroad.  Matt*  xii.  30.  This  is  a 
fimple  but  a  found  touchftone.  They  that  are  on 
Chrift's  fide  againft  the  world  Ipng  to  draw  others, 
and  are  glad  at  every  addition  to  his  moft  righteous 
caufc ;  but  the  hypocrite,  that  is  a  lover  of  himfelfi 
and  a  fceker  of  his  own  honour,  he  not  only  de- 
parts fiom  Chrift,  his  truth,  his  miniftry,  and  his 
family,  himfelf,  but  labours  to  prejudice  and  draw 
away  all  that  h^  can  \  and  this  feeds  the  enmity  of 
his  heart  \  and  it  is  the  fame  food  that  cherifheth 
the  ferpent  \  for  as  duft  Jball  be  the  Jerpenfs  meat 
(Ifaiah  Ixv.  45),  fo  the  diet  of  this  fcatterer  is  of 
the  fame  fort :  Hs'feedetb  on  ajhes:  a  deceived  beart 
kalb  turned  bim  ajide,  that  he  camtot  deliver  bis  foul, 
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nor  Jay y  Ts  there  not  a  lie  in  mf  right  handf 
xliv.  ao. 

Again :  My  help  comith  from  the  Lardy  which 
made  heaven  and  earth.  He  will  notjuffer  thy  foot  to 
be  moved:  be  that  keepetb  thee  will  not  flumber.  Be^ 
hold^  be  that  keepetb  Ifrael  Jball  neither  ftitmber  nor 
fleep.  ?falm  cxxi.  2 — 4,.  AH  Ifraclitcs  arc  praying 
fouls,  fouls  that  put  their  cruft  in  God,  and  who 
call  upon  hi.n  for  help  in  every  tinie  of  trouble; 
as  may  be  feen  in  Jacob  when  he  obtained  thi« 
name.  He  was  in  a  great  ftrait  from  the  report 
of  his  brother  coming  to  meet  him  with  four  hun- 
dred men ;  at  which  he  doth  not  flee,  nor  feek  any 
help  from  an  arm  of  flefh,  He  fends  all  his  houle* 
hold  over  the  brook,  with  all  that  be  had,  and 
wifely  prepared  for  the  worft,  fetting  them  that 
were  leaft  efteemed  at  the  front  of  the  batde,  and 
the  choiceit  of  the  goods  in  the  rear;  ordering 
that  when  the  front  rank  was  cut  off  that  the  centre 
ihould  flee :  but  if  front  and  centre  both  feU,  that 
then  the  rear  fhould  efcape  \  but  at  the  fame  dnoe 
himfelf  days  behind,  and  craves  that  the  comman4 
pf  this  expedition  might  devolve  upon  the  Lord 
God  of  hoftsi  and  the  Captain  of  falvation  ap* 
peared  tq  him,  and  informed  him  that  the  batde 
was  won ;  and  that  as  a  prince  he  had  power  both 
with  God  and  man,  and  had  prevailed.  Hence^ 
^s  God  is  the  keeper  of  Ifrael,  it  appears  that 
IfraeUtes  are  praying  fouls,  and  that  they  ajre  fucl\ 
gs  put  tlicir  truft  in  hinr). 

Again; 
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Again ;  ^  tkai  dof  ftng  ye  unto  beti  A  vineyard 
^  red  wine.  I  the  Lord  do  hep  iti  t  wUl  water  it 
every  moment  i  left  arrf  hurt  it^  1  wiU  keep  it  night 
4znd  day.  Ifaiah  xxvii.  2,  3.  Now  by  this  it  ap- 
pears that  thofe  whom  God  engages  to  keep  night 
and  day  are  called  a  vineyard.  But  there  are  none 
that  bear  this  name  now  but  thofe  who  come  to 
Chrilt  for  life  and  falvation^  and  to  him  alone.  I 
am  the  true  vine,  and  my  Father  is  the  bujbandman. 
Every  branch  in  me  that  heareib  not  fruit  be  taketb 
away ;  and  every  branch  that  bear etb  fruit  be  purgetif 
it,  that  it  may  bring  forth  more  fruit.  John  xv.  i,  2, 
Now  it  is  eafy  to  tell  what  our  mind  and  heart  is 
fixed  upon  for  falvation  i  and  whether  this  falvation 
hath  any  weight  upon  us  or  not;  and  which  weigheth 
heavieft  on  our  mindsj  this  world  or  our.  foul's  fal- 
vation ;  and  which  is  uppermoft  in  our  afFeftions^ 
the  pleafures  of  fin,  or  the  glory  of  Chrift.  Here 
I  have  fliown  my  reader  who  they  are  that  God 
promifes  to  proted:  and  keep.  And  we  may  well 
fay  that  they  are  well  kept  whom  God  keepeth. 
But  thenj  as  God  promifes  to  keep  us  by  his  power^ 
there  mull  be  in  us  a  fenfe  of  our  own  weaknefs  ; 
for  thofe  who,  like  the  prodig^^  can  Ihift  for 
themfelves  do  not  feel  their  need  of  this  keeping, 
^  God  gives  power  to  the  faint,  and  to  them  that  have 
no  might  be  increajetb  ftrengtb.  But  fuch  as  are 
ftrong  in  themfelves  the  power  of  God  is  not 
engaged  to  fupport,  but  rather  to  pull  them 
down :  ^ven  the  youths  JbaU  faint  and  be  wearj^^ 
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and  the  young  men  Jhall  utterly  fall.  Ifaiah  xl.  ^o^ 
That  denunciation  is  not  againft  youth,  but  againit 
felf- confidence.  It  is  an  honour  to  find  young 
folks  in  the  ways  of  God^  as  may  be  feen  in  Sa- 
muel^ Timothy,  Jofiah,  and  others  j  and  God 
fays.  Remember  now  thy  creator  in  the  days  of  tby 
youth,  while  the  evil  days  ccme  not,  nor  the  year s^  draw 
nigh,  when  thou  Jhaltfay,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  them. 
Eccl.  xii.  2.  The  glory  of  old  men,  fays  Solo- 
mon, is  the  grey  head,  the  glory  of  children  in 
their  fathers,  and  the  glory  of  young  men  in  their 
ftrength.  Let  not  the  wife  man  glory  in  his  wifdom, 
nor  theftrong  in  hisftre^-gth  \  hut  let  him  that  glorietb 
glory  in  this,  that  he  underftandeth  and  knowetb  me. 
Here  is  the  foundation  of  all  real  glory ;  and  in 
this  all  believers  may  glory,  whether  young  or  old. 
In  all  this  we  may  fee  that  God  has  not  engaged 
his  power  and  faithfulnefs  in  behalf  of  unbelievers, 
who  never  feek  after  him,  nor  call  upon  him, 
much  lefs  put  their  truft  in  him.  It  is  the  law  of 
the  mother  that  is  to  keep  us. 

in>en  thoufleepeft,  itJhaU  keep  thee.  For  although 
it  be  God's  power  that  keepeth  the  foul  in  fafety, 
yet  it  is  faith  that  lays  hold  of  that  power.  Let  him 
take  hold  of  my  ftrength,  fays  God,  and  he  flsall  make 
peace  with  me.  The  inheritance  is  for  them  who 
are  kept  hy  the  pouoer  of  God  through  faith  unto  Jal^ 
vatior,  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  laft  times,  i  Peter 
i,  5.  Thus  God  promifes  to  keep  us  by  his  power, 
and  faith  receives  the  promife,  and  confides  in  this 
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promifed  ftrehgth.  You  (hall  now  Jce  one  who  is 
going  to  bed  in  the  cxcrcifc  of  faith,  and  hear 
what  he  (ays :  /  will  both  lay  me  down  in  peace^  and 
fieep :  f(nr  thou^  Lardy  only  makejl  me  d:vell  in  fafety. 
Pfalm  iv.  8.  It  is  faith  that  difcriminates  thofe 
that  arc  God's  charge,  and  thofe  that  are  not.  His 
family  is  the  houfehold  of  faith;  and,  as  father 
and  mailer  of  this  houfehold,  he  keeps  it.  ff^ile 
I  vfas  with  them  in  the  world  I  kept  them  in  thy 
name :  thofe  that  thou  gaveft  me  I  have  kept^  and  none 
of  them  is  lofty  but  the  fn  of  perdition  \  that  the  f crip- 
ture  might  be  fulfilled.  John  xvii.  1 2.  Thofe  that 
believed  on  the  Lord  he  kept ;  but  he  that  be- 
licveth  not  is  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath 
of  God  abideth  on  him ;  and  the  Lx)rd  will  not 
prcfervc  and  keep  in  fafety  the  fons  of  perdition. 
My  forty  keep  thy  fat  he*  's  commandment  y  and  forfake 
not  the  law  of  thy  mother :  bind  them  continually  upon 
thine  hearty  and  tie  them  about  thy  neck.  fFhen  thou 
goeft  it  fhall  lead  thee  i  zvhen  thou  fleepeft  it  fball 
fceep  thee. 

Jnd  when  thou  awakeft  it  fhall  talk  with  thee. 
The  language  of  faith  is  in  high  or  low  ftrains, 
according  to  her  ftature,  and  according  to  the  be- 
Kever*s  attainments^  and  the  difficulties  fhe  has  to 
cope  with  i  and  this  may  be  feen  in  David. ,  And. 
the  king  faid  unto  Zadoky  Carry  back  the  ark  of  God 
into  the  city :  if  I  fhall  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord,  he  will  bring  me  again,  and  fhew  me  both  it 
and  his  habitation.     But  if  he  thus  fay — /  have  no 
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Jfligbl  in  thee— behold^  bcre  am  I,  kt  bim  do  ia  me  as 
Jeemth  good  unto  him.  2  Sam.  xv.  25,  a6.  There 
'  the  voice  of  faith  is  heard  dubioufly,  and  yet  with 
much  humiliation  and  fubmifCon.  And  thu$  we 
fee  faith  never  works  alone,  but  has  her  handmaids^ 
her  attendant  graces  with  her  j  fo  that,  if  (he  can- 
not work  by  joys,  which  are  the  flames  of  love, 
Ihe  will  work  by  humility  \  and  ihe  is  fure  to  con- 
quer work  how  (he  may.  Sometimes  we  hear  her 
voice  with  fuch  fortitude,  and  in  fuch  refolutc  and 
determined  (trains,  as  if  (he  would  die  on  the  field 
before  (he  would  yield  fo  much  as  even  to  fear. 
Though  an  bojt  Jhould  encamp  againft  me,  my  beari 
Jhall  not  fear ;  though  war  Jhould  rife  againfi  me,  in 
this  will  I  be  confident.    Pfalm  xxvii.  3. 

The  voice  of  faith  is  heard  fometimes  on  the 
hills,  and  fometimes  in  the  vallies.  Upon  the 
hills:  And  in  my  profperity  I  Jaidy  1  fhall  never  be 
moved.  Lordj  by  thy  favour  thou  bafl  made  my 
mountain  to  fland  flrong.  Pfalm  xxx,  6,  7,  Next 
fhe  fpeaks  in  the  vallies :  But  1  am  poor  and  needy  \ 
yet  the  Lord  tbinketh  upon  me.    Pfalm  xl.  1 7. 

Sometimes  faith  (peaks  in  the  fire,  and  fome- 
times in  the  water.  In  the  fire :  But  be  knowetb 
the  way  that  I  take :  when  be  hath  tried  me^  I  JbaU 
^ome  forth  as  gold.  Job  xxiii.  10.  Her  voice  is 
^  ^Ifo  in  the  waters :  Deep  calletb  unto  deep  at  the 
noife  cf  thy  waterfpouts :  all  thy  waves  and  thy  bii- 
lozvs  are  gone  over  me.  Yet  the  Lord  will  command 
bis  Icvitfg-kindnef  in  the  day-time,  and  in  the  night  his 
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fongjhall  be  with  me^  and  my  prayer  unto  the  God  of 
my  life.  Pfalm  xlii.7,  8.  Soipecimcs  (he  fpeaks 
in  darknefs^  and  fometimes  in  the  light.  In 
darknefs;  Rejoice  not  againft  me,  O  mine  enemy: 
when  I  fall  1  fhdlarife\  when  I  fit  in  darknefs  the 
Lord  fhall  be  a  light  unto  me.  -He  will  bring  me 
forth  to  the  lights  and  I  fhall  behold  his  righteotifaefs* 
Micah  vii.  8,  g.  Sometimes  fhe  fpeaks  in  the 
light :  I  have  more  underfianding  than  all  my  teachers: 
for  thy  tefiimonies  are  my  meditation.  Pfalm  cxix.  99.. 
Sometimes  faith  fpeaks  from  the  frontiers  of  hea- 
ven, and  fometimes  from  the  depths  of  hell :  ^/« 
though  the  fig-tree  ft>all  not  blnffomy  neither  J^all fruit 
be  in  the  vine  i  the  labour  of  the  olive  fhall  faiU  and 
the  fields  fhall  yield  no  meat  5  the  flock  fhall  he  cut 
off  from  the  fold^  and  there  fhaU  be  no  herd  in  the 
fialls :  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the 
God  of  my  falvation.  The  Lord  God  is  my  Jlrength^ 
find  he  will  make  my  feet  like  hinds  feet,  and  he  will 
make  me  to  walk  upon  mine  high  places.  Hab.  iiu 
17- — 19.  Sometimes  ;lhe  (peaks  from  the  depths 
of  hell :  Then  Jonah  prayed  unto  the  Lord  his  God 
out  of  the  fifljs  belly  y  and  faidy  I  cried  by  reqfon  of 
mine  affliSicn  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  heard  me ;  out  of 
the  belly  of  hell  cried  I y  and  thou  hear  deft  my  voice. 
Jonah  ii.  i,  2. 

Now  the  voice  of  faith  to  the  believer*s  con- 
fcience  is  high  or  low,  ftrong  or  feeble,  according 
to  the  believer^s  growth  or  ftature.  Faith  works 
by  love ;  and  if  faith  has  brought  love  into  the 
heart  fo  as  to  caf):  out  all  fear,  then  her  voice  is. 

He 
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« 

He  laved  mcy  and  gave  bimfelf  fcr  me.  If  well  cfta-^ 
blifhed  in  the  faich,  and  built  up  In  die  Lord,  (he 
grafps  things  future  as  well  as  things  prefent.  The 
elders  which  are  among  you  I  exhort,  who  am^ffo  an 
elder,  and  a  witnefs  of  the  fufferings  of  Chrrjl,  and 
alfo  a  partaker  of  the  glory  that  Jhall  be  revealed. 
I  Peter  v.  i.  All  that  faith  can  bring  in  (he  gives 
to  the  foul;  all  that  faith  claims,  therefore,  is 
ours.  *And  when  he  was  come  into  the  kotjfe  the 
Uind  m:n  came  to  him :  and  Jefus  faith  unto  them. 
Believe  ye  that  I  am  able  to  do  this  ?  They  faid  unto 
him.  Tea,  Lord.  Then  touched  he  their  eyes,  faying, 
jfccording  to  your  faith  le  it  unto  you.  Matt.  ix. 
98,  29.  Here  we  fee  that  according  to  our  feith 
fo  it  is  to  be  with  us.  Whatfocvcr  Chrift  fpeaks 
to  us  by  the  Spirit  faith  rcflefts  it  to  us.  When 
faith  purifies  the  heart,  faith  fpeaks  pardon,  yts 
far  as  the  eaft  is  from  the  wejl,  fo  far  hath  he  re^ 
moved  our  trarfgrejfions  from  us.  Pfalm  ciii.  \i. 
The  mouth  is  no  more  than  faith's  echo.  Faith's 
voice  is  to  the  heart;  and  out  of  the  abundance  of 
the  heart  the  mouth  fpcakcth :  /  believed ;  there-^ 
fore  have  I  fpoken.  IVith  the  heart  max  beUeveth 
unto  rigbteoufnefs,  and  loith  the  mouth  cmfefjion  is 
made  unto  falvaiion.  Here  faith  fpeaks  juftification 
to  the  heart,  and  with. the  mouth  this  is  confcfled. 
Faith's  voice  to  thofe  who  receive  and  embrace 
Chrift  is  that  of  adoption.  We  are  the  children  of 
Ood  bv  faith ;  and  to  them  which  believe  on  his 
ijarae  he  gives  power  to  become  the  Tons  of  God. 

And 
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And  when  this  power  of  faith  is  gr<Jwn  up,  the 
believer  vvjil  cry,  Abba,  Father.  Pjjrifyfng  faith, 
therefore,  fpeaks  pardon  j  juftifying  faith  fpcaks 
peace ;  joyful  faith,  that  applies  love,  and  works 
by  it,  fpeaks  deliverance  from  all  fear.  The  Lord 
batb  appeared  of  old  unio  m^y  fiyi^gi  Tea^  I  have 
loved  thee  with  an  everljfting  love.  But  the  voice 
of  (riumphant  faith  is  the  voice  of  viftory,:  Nay^ 
in  all  tbefe  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through 
bim  that  loved  us.  Yea,  and  even  feeble  faith, 
when  under  fenfible  decays,  has  a  voice :  Though 
I  walk  in  the  mid/lof  trouble,  thou  wilt  revive  me  \ 
thou  Jbalt  ftretch  f  rtb  thine  hand  againft  the  wratb 
of  mine  enemies^  and  thy  right  hand  Jhall  fave  me. 
TCbe  Lord  will  perfeSi  that  which  concemeth  me :  thy 
mercy ^  O  Lord^  endureth  for  ever:  fcrfake  not  the 
works  of  thine  own  bands.  Pfalm  cxxxviii.  7,  8. 
There  is  the  voice  of  faith  under  many  doubts, 
fears,  and  mifgivings  of  heart :  jlnd  in  that  day 
thou  Jbalt  fay  J  O  Lord,  J  ibill  praife  thee :  though 
thou  waft  angry  with  me,  thine  anger  is  turned  away, 
and  thou  comforteft  me.  Behold^  God  is  myfalvation  % 
Iwilltruft,  and  not  be  afraid.  Ifai.ih  xii,  1,  2.  By 
all  which  it  appears  that  whatfoever  comes  out  of 
the  mouth  in  truth,  comes  from  the  heart ;  and 
that  all  the  confidence  which  the  mouth  of  a  good 
man  utters  is  the  voice  of  faith  to  his  heart  \  and 
this  voice  i^  to  God's  honour  and  our  comfort  1 
and  whatfoever  faith  Ipcaks  God  will  ever  own 
and  honour.   Myfon,  keep  thy  father's  commandment, 

and 
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and  forjake  not  the  law  of  thy  mother.  Bind  tbent 
iontinually  upon  thine  heart,  and  tie  them  about  thy 
neck.     When  thou  goeji  it  Jhall  lead  thee  \  when  thou 

Jleepejl  it  JbaU  keep  thee  y  and  7then  thou  awakefi  it 

Jhall  talk  with  thee. 

A  PLAIN  CONTRADICTION  IN  TERMS. 

He  that  commit teth  fin  is  of  the  dtvil  i  for  the  devH 
finnethfrom  the  beginning,  i  Johniii.  8.    1  will  from 
thcfe  words  endeavour, 

I.  To  prove  that  every  one  that  finneth  is  not  of 
the  devil ;  and, 

a.  Infift  upon  it  that  every  one  that  finneth  is  of 
the  devil.  There  moft  certainly  are  two  fanailies 
of  children  in  this  world ;  and  •  both  thefe,  by  the 
word  preached,  are  niade  manifcft.  fVbofoever  is 
lorn  of  God  doth  not  commit  fin -,  for  bis  feed  r/- 
maineth  in  him :  and  he  cannot  fin,  becaufe  be  is  bom 
cf  God.  In  this  the  children  of  God  are  manifefty  and 
the  children  of  the  devil,  i  John  iii.  9,  10.  Now, 
as  fome  are  faid  to  be  of  the  devil,  io  others  are 
laid  to  be  of  God ;  and  our  Lord  diftinguifheth 
them  in  the  following  paflagc :  He  that  is  of  God 
hedretb  God^s  words :  ye,  therefore^  hear  them  not, 
becaufe  ye  are  not  of  God.  John  viii.  47.  Now 
thefc  are  faid  to  be  of  God,  not  by  creation  only, 
for  fo  are  all  men ;  the  Lord  both  made  aU  things 
for  bimjelfi  yea,  even  the  wicked  for  the  day  cf  evH 
(P)*ov.  xvi.  4) ;  but  they  arc  faid  to  be  of  God^ 
being  of  God's  cTioofing,  and  of  God*s  preferving, 
cf  God's  reconciling,  and  of  God's  redeeming^ 
6  God 
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God  liath  called  them,  juftified  them,  fanftified 
them,  regenerated  them,  and  renewed  them,  or 
created  them  anew,  and  made  them  new  creature* 
in  Chrift  Jelus ;  and  therefore  thcfc  be  of  God* 
They  arc  his  houfehold  and  family,  his  children, 
and  his  peculiar  treafure.  And  thefe  have  all 
linned ;  yea>  and  do  fin ;  for  there  is  not  a  juft  man 
upon  earth  that  doeth  gocd,  and  finneth  not.  Eccl, 
vii.  20,  Noah  finnec^  after  he  came  forth  from  the 
ark ;  and  fb  did  Mofes  at  the  waters  of  ftrife,  aikl 
fufFered  for  it.  So  did  David,  and  fb  did  Solomdn 
by  his  idolatry ;  and  Peter,  among  the  apoftles  i 
and  Paul,  and  all  the  apoftles ;  for  in  many  things 
(fays  James)  we  offend  all  (James  iii.  1)5  or  wc 
all  offend  in  many  things.  And  yet  we  cannpt  (5[y 
that  Noah  and  Mofes,  David  and  Solomon,  Peter 
'and  others,  were  of  the  devil.  They  Were  God's 
children,  and  God's  fervants;  and  w^re  wafheU 
from  all  fin  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  were  favctl 
fully  and  everlaftiilgly  by  grace  through  faith  in 
the  Son  of  God.  Now  with  refpeft  to  thefe,  Jta 
one  fenfe,  they  finned  not;  for, 

I  •  Although  they  all  had  an  old  man,  a  body 
of  fin,  and  carried  a  body  of  death  about  them, 
yet  Chrift  becoming  man's  furcty,  taking  man's 
nature,  and  appearing  in  the  likenefs  of  finful 
^flefh,  God  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us  who  kneV 
no  fin.  Our  old  man,  the  whole  body  of  fins,  as 
well  as  our  aftual  tranfgrcfl[ions,  were  placed  tt> 
his  account,  and  laid  upon  him  \  and  they  were 

taken 
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taken  from  us  when  they  were  charged  on  him; 
and  this  was  done  ac  Chrift's  circumcifion;  for  by 
his  fiibmilTion   to  that  ordinance   he  was  made 
debtor  in  our  room.    In  whom  alfo  ye  are  circum^ 
cijed  with  the  circumcifion  made  without  bands^  in 
putting  off  the  body  of  the  fms  of  the  flefit  by  the  chr^ 
cumcifton  of  Cbriji,    Col.  ii.  1 1.     In  Chrift  our  old 
man  received  his  fentence^  and  was  executed^  and 
died  in  the  death  of  Chrift>  and  was  deflroyed^ 
Knowing  this,  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with  him, 
that  the  body  of  fin  might  be  deftroyed^  that  henceforth 
wefhould  not  ferve  Jin.  Rom.  vi.  6,     At  the  refur- 
reflion  Chriil  our  furety  left  all  nailed  to  the  crois; 
and  God  gathers  us  together  again  in  him,  who 
were  fcattcred  when  the  Shepherd  was  fmitten; 
and  we  are  lA  him  complete :  Te  are  complete  in 
himy  which  is  the  head  of  all  principality  and  power. 
Col.  ii.  lo.     And  in  this  point  of  light  you  mufl: 
confider  the  believer  when  the  following  pallages 
are  applied  to  him:    Thou  art  aU  fair,  my  love; 
there  is  nojpot  in  thee  (Song  iv.  7) ;  yea,  without 
fault  before  the  thrme  of  God.    Rev.  xiv,  5.     But 
then   this   mud  be  underftood  of  our  being  in 
Chrift,  who  appears  in  the  prefcnce  of  God  for 
vs. 

2.  Take  the  believer  in  his  regenerate  llate^  as 
walhed  in  Chrift's  blood,  and  enrobed  in  his  righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  as  all  glorious  within  by  the  in* 
dwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  as  having  put  off, 

foncerning  'the  former  converfation,  the  old  man,  which 
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is  corrupt ;  and  having  put  on  the,  new  tnan,  whkb 
afttt  God  is  created  in  right eoufnefs  and  true  holinejs 
(Eph.  iv.  24),  as  fuch  he  finneth  not.  Old  things 
by  this  change  paffing  away,  and  all  things  be- 
coming new,  he  is  denominated  a  new  creature  j 
and,  as  fuch  confidered,  he  is  not  a  finner,  becaufe 
all  finning  in  or  by  fuch  is  without  the  renewed 
mind  and  will,  which  never  can  be  drawn  to  adt 
in  Satan*s  caufe. 

3.  It  fhould  be  remarked  how  the  apoftle  ex* 
prcffeth  himfelf.  He  that  is  born  of  God  ftnnetb 
not ;  and  he  that  finneth  is  of  the  devil ;  for  the 
devil  finneth  from  the  beginning,  which  is  ex- 
preflive  of  continual  drudgery  in  finj  of  being. the 
fcrvants  of  fin,  and  of  nothing  elfe ;  and  fuch  itx^ 
vants,  Paul  fays,  are  free  from  right  eoufnefs  (Rom«  ^ 
vi,  ao) ;  deftitute  of  all  righteoufnefs,  both  in  heart 
and  life  \  and,  being  the  fervants  of  fin,  they  do 
nothing  elfe  but  fin ;  and  being  in  unbelief,  and 
under  wrath,  all  their  thoughts  and  ways,  words 
and  works,  are  «vil,  and  nothing  but  evils  and 
every  fijch  fervant  of  fin  finneth  continually,  and 
is  denominated  a  fervant  of  fin  on  that  head :  and 
this  is  the  meaning,  and  the  red  meaning,  of  the 
apoftle.  But  otherwife  the  beft  faint  under  hea- 
ven, as  confidered  in  the  flelh  (for  of  a  faint^  irt 
this  fenfe,  Paul  fpeaks,  for  though  ^e  toalk  in  the 
Jlejb,  we  do  not  war  after  the  flefh^  2  Cor.  10. 3)4 
yet  the  befl:  of  faints  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan, 
being  burdened^   fin  is  in  them,  and  works  in 
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thcixii  and  pfccn  captivates  them^  and  brings  them 
into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin  which  is  in 
their  members.  Rom.  vii.  23.  And  here  is  the 
difference  between  the  fervants  of  God  and  the 
fervants  of  Satan:  one  is  a  new  creature,  the 
other  in  his  old  (late ;  one  is  in  Chrift,  the  other 
in  Satan ;.  one  is  in  the  Spirit,  the  other  in  the 
flelh  i  one  is  a  fervant  of  God,  the  other  a  fervant 
of  fin  ;  one  wars  after  the  fiefii,  and  the  other  de- 
nies its  requeds,  and  wars  againfi:  iti  the  one  finneth 
continually,  the  other  with  his  renewed  mind  and 
will  fervcs  God,  and  none  elfe,  and  finneth  not  at 
all ;  and  fo  fays  God  of  all  fuch  poor,  honeft,  and 
renewed  fervants,  who  l^ve  his  law  after  the  inner 
man :  BleJeJ  are  they  that  keef  bis  tefiimonuSy  and 
that  Jeek  bim  with  the  wbole  heart.  Tbey  idfo  do  ng 
imquity :  they  'tvalk  in  bis  ways.  Pfalm  cxix.  a,  3* 
In  all  other  points  of  light  but  thefe  the  belt  of 
men  fin.  If  we  fay  wc  have  no  fin  wc  deceive 
ourfelves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us ;  and  if  we 
fay  we  have  not  finned,  we  make  God  a  liar;  and 
he  that  fays  he  is  perfe6^  in  the  fleih,  has  oiade 
him  a  liar  alfo ;  for  in  man,  that  is,  in  man's  flefli, 
dwelleth  no  good  thing ;  for  that  which  is  born  of 
the  fleih  is  flefli  1  and  flelh  and  blood,  being  defii- 
tute  of  all  good^  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God. 
]  Cor.  XV.  50.  Therefore  a  new  birth  is  eflentialf 
hence  truth  itfelf  afilerts,  that  except  a  man  be  hem 
again^  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  qf  God.  John  liL  j- 
No  faint  that  is  ip  the  fle(b,  no  juft  man,  however 
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holy  and  devout,  no  foul  in  this  oiilitant  ftate,  e? cr 
lived  without  offending  in  thought,   word,   and 
deedi    no,  not  even  John  himfelfj   for  he  was 
going,  no  lefs  than  twice,  to  fall  into  rank  idolatry, 
by  falling  down  to  v/orfhip  an  angel;    but  the 
angel,  in  the  utmoft  hafle,  forbad  him.     Yea,  and 
he  often  himfelf  needed  the  cleanfing  fountain  that 
God  hath  opened,    and  the  advocate  too.    And 
hereby  we  know  that  %oe  are  of  the  truiby  and  Jhall 
ajfure  our  hearts  before  him.     For  if  our  heart  con* 
demn  us,  God  is  greater  than  our  hearty  and  knowetb 
all  things.     Beloved^  if  our  heart  condemn  us  noty  then 
have  we  confidence  toward  (jod.^    i  John  iii.  19 — 21. 
God  himfelf  declares  that  every  imagination  ofman^s 
heart  is  only  evil  continually.    Gen.  vi.  5,     Now  this 
evil  we  received  not  in  our  creation,  as  from  God, 
for  all  his  wbrks  were  good;  Satan  infufed  this 
Into  itian  at  his  fall;  and  Chrift  came  not  to  repair 
this,    or  to  change  this  vile  principle  into  any 
thing  better ;  he  doth  not  drefs  nor  vamp  up  the 
old  man  which  is  corrupt ;  that  which  is  born  of 
the  flefh  is  flefli ;  he  came  to  deftroy  it  by  his 
deaths  and  to  impart  a  new  nature  by  his  Spirit ; 
to  dethrone  fin  by  his  grace,  and  to  work  it  all.  out 
of  the  foul  at  our  death,  and  out  of  the  body  at 
our  refurreftion,  and  to  leave  it  upon  the  head  of 
the  devil  and  all  his  feed  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
that  it  may  reign*  in  them  and  over  them  in  hell 
to  all  eternity.     This  is  the  work  of  Chrift.     But 
the  work  of  the  Arminians,  and  of  the  aflerters  of 
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Univerral  grace,  is  nothing  elfe  but  varni(hing, 
whiccwafhing,  embalming,  adorning,  perfuming, 
and  decorating  the  old  man,  which  is  the  image  of 
the  devil  in  fallen  man ;  which  fets  them,  like  the 
pharifces  of  old,  farther  from  the  kingdom  of  God 
than  either  publicans  or  harlots;  for  they  that  fanc* 
tify  themfelves  and  purify  themfelves  (hall  be 
confumed  together,  as  well  as  them  that  roll  in 
the  mire.  Now,  as  corrupt  nature  doth  nothing 
but  fin,  fo  by  grace  it  fuftains  no  change,  but  is 
ftill  evil,  and  prclent  with  every  child  of  God 
when  he  woiild  do  good.  And  from  this  corrupt 
mafs  fprings  all  evil;  and  which,  in  thought,  word, 
look,  or  deed,  difcovers  itfelf  daily,  and  that  in 
the  beft  of  men,  and  in  every  man ;  for  the  thought 
of  foolipjnejs  is  Jin  (Pro v.  xxiv.  9) ;  and  if  the 
thoughts  be  fin,  what  arc  looks,  words,  and 
aftions  ?  No  call  for  a  high  prieft  to  bear  the 
iniquities  of  our  holy  things  if  this  corrupt  mafs 
was  removed.  But  an  advocate  with  the  Father, 
a  mediator  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us,  and  our 
command  to  afk  the  Father  in  his  name,  and  the 
prayers  of  all  faints  being  perfumed  by  the  incenle 
of  his  oblation,  ihow  plain  enough  the  indwelling 
of  fin  in  every  faint  of  God. 

2.  I  come  now  to  prove  that  every  one  that 
finneth  Is  of  the  devil,  as  are  all  men  that  are  in 
an  unregenerate  ftate.  Sin,  which  is  the  iced  of 
the  devil,  is  in  them,  and  reigns  in  them  j  hence 
our  Lord  fays  they  arc  of  their  father  the  devil, 
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being,  as  finners,  begotten  by  him.  They  bear 
the  likenefs  of  him  both  in  heart  and  aftion.  They 
are  the  fubjefts  of  the  devil;  fin  rules  in  their 
hearts ;  and  they  have  their  converfation  in  him, 
according  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air^  the 
Jpirit  that  vow  wcrketh  in  the  children  of  difohedience : 
among  whom  alfo  we  all  had  our  converfation  in  times 
faft.  Eph.  ii.  a,  3.  Now  fuch  can  do  nothing  but 
fin  any  more  than  an  Ethiopian  can  change  his 
Ikin,  or  a  leopard  change  his  (pots ;  for  fuch  are 
taken  captive  by  him  at  his  will.  2Tim.ii.a6. 
Now,  according  to  this  account,  all  of  us,  while 
in  a  ftate  of  nature,  can  do  nothing  but  fin ;  God 
is  not  in  all  our  thoughts ;  in  our  ilefh  dwells  no 
good  thing ;  and  every  thought  of  the  imagination 
of  the  heart  is  only  evil.  Such  an  one  finneth,  as 
the  devil  does,  and  that  without  intermillion  %  and 
he  that  thus  finneth  is  of  the  devil. 

But  again :  as  the  faint  of  God  never  fins  with 
the  renewed  mind  and  will,  as  the  apoftle  aflerts 
when  he  fays,  1  would  do  good^  and  the  good,  that  I 
would  that  do  I  noti  fo  he  avows,  that  with  the  mind 
I  myfelf  ferve  the  law  of  God^  but  with  the  flefh  the 
law  of  fin.  Rom.  vii.  25.  So  that  the  apoftle  makes 
a  diftinftion  between  felf  and  felf.  There  is  a 
fmful  felf  to  be  denied  daily  by  all  them  that  fol- 
low Chrifti  and  there  is  a  felf  th:it  is  not  to  be 
denied,  or  mortified,  or  put  ofF:  So  then,  with 
the  mind  I  myfelf  ferve  the  law  of  God.  Rom. 
viL  25.  *  This  felf  confiders  the  faint  a  new  creature 

Pj  and 


(    «H    ) 

and  a  fervant  of  God,  a  new  man  in  Chrift  bf 
grace ;  but  there  is  a  flefhly  k\f,  that  ferves  the 
law  of  fin.  ^ence  it  is  plain  that  he  that  finneth 
\s  of  the  devil,  as  all  finful  men  by  nature  are. 
And  he  that  finneth  in  every  faint  is  of  the  devil 
alfo  i  for  it  is  what  l^aul  calls  the  fielh^  or  the  fins 
of  the  Aefli,  in  man^  communicated  to  us  by  na* 
tural  birth^  which  he  calls  corruption  and  the  old 
man }  and  it  is  corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful 
lulls.  This  does  nothing  elfe  but  fin^  and  is  to  be 
denied  dailyj  and, to  be  put  off  again  and  again} 
and  is  alfo  to  be  mortified  through  the  Spirit.  This 
is  he  that  is  of  tlic  devil.  For  that  which  I  do  1 
allow  not:  for  "johat  I  would^  that  I  do  not ;  but  what 
I  hate,  that  do  L  If  thin  J  do  that  which  I  would 
noty  I  conjent  unto  the  law  that  it  is  good*  Now 
then,  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it^  but  Jin  that  dwelUtb 
in  me.    Rom.  vii.  15 — 17, 

It  may  be  aflccd  why  fin  fhould  be  called  the 
flefli  ?  for  certainly  fin  is  often  meant  by  the  word 
fle(h  i  that  zvhtcb  is  born  of  the  flejb  is  flejb ;  and 
again,  the  fie fb  lujletb  agui  tji  t»  e  Sprite  and  the  Spirit 
againft  the  fitfb^  Anfwer :  there  was  no  more  evil 
in  the  body  than  there  was  in  the  foul  when  God 
made  us  \  both  were  very  good.  And  it  is  plain 
that  all  God's  worknrianftiip  will  Be  faved.  //  is 
the  will  of  God  that  of  all  that  the  Father  hath  given 
me,  fays  Chrift,  I  Jbotdd  lofe  nothings  but  rai/e  it  up 
at  the  laji  day  -,  by  which  the  bodies  of  the  faints 
jnuft  be  n^ant.     Yea  more  i  the  very  hifirs  of  your 
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eai^  faith  \i/ty  sre  ailnumhredi  which  (hows  liqw 
much  God  re^edts  the  work  of  his  own  hands. 
But  the  body^  the  flefh^  flridlly  fpeakingj  is  the. 
loweft  and  meaneft  part  in  man.  Its  origin  is 
mean ;  it  is  of  the  earth :  but  the  ibul  is  by  far  the 
nobleft  parts  its  origin  is  Godi  it  is  of  God i  and 
he  is  the  Ged  oftbe/pirits  of  allftejb.  Num.  xvi.  22. 
Now  it  was  this  lower  part  in  man  that  wa(!5  the 
chief  in  our  firft  parents'  fin.  The  eyes  of  the 
body  faw  the  forbidden  fruit,  and  the  appetite 
craved  it.  It  was  the  hand  of  the  body  that  took 
it,  and  the  mouth  of  the  body  that  ate  it ;  and  the 
ftomach  and  belly  received  it.  And  I  have  no 
doubt  but  the  foul  was  awfully  alarmed  at  all 
this;  and  even  confcience,  being  then  pure, 
and  fomilhed  with  the  law  of  God,  which  they 
received  by  inlpiration,  did  its  office  j  for  Eve 
knew  the  forbidden  tree,  and  God's  command 
about  ie,  and  mentions  it;  which  knowledge  is 
peculiar  to  the  foul ;  but  the  flelh  gained  the 
afcendeney,  and  carried  all  before  it ;  on  which 
account  the  evil  corruption  in  man  is  called  the 
flefh.  And  ever  fince  Adam  fell  it  appears  plain 
that  whatfoever  is  the  moft  ftriftly  forbidden 
the  flelh  is  the  moft  apt  to  crave.  Hence  God 
complains,  All  flefh  bath  corrupted  bis  way.  And 
as  that  nature  that  i^  generated  from  one  to  an- 
other is  fieih}  \t  is  faid  that  that  which  is  born  of 
the  flelh  is  flefh ;  and  as  fin  in  the  human  body 
works  in  a  lafcivious  way,  fo  it  is  called  the  flefh 
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tbatluftech  againft  the  Spirit;  and  we  are  exhorted 
to  abilain  from  flefhly  lufts^  which  war  againft  the 
ibuL 

Again:  as  thoughts  and  confcience  often  bear 
their  proteft  againft  the  works  of  the  flefh,  and  cen^ 
furc  them,  and  condemn  them,  thefe  being  onXjod's 
fide,  and  againft  the  lufts  of  the  fleihj  this  makes 
finful  flefh  the  more  culpable  and  blameworthy  ftilL 
Thefe  are  the  reafons  why  fin  is  fometimes  called 
flefh  in  fcripture  ^  becaufe  fin  began  here,  and  be- 
caufe  this  is  the  nature  that  Adam  communicated 
to  all  his  feed ;  for  Adam  is  not  the  father  of  fouls, 
Qr  of  ipirits,  but  of  bodies,  or  of  the  flefh  :  God 
givetb  to  all  li/e,  and  breath ,  and  all  things  i  mdbaib 
made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  aU 
the  face  of  the  earth.  Afts  xvii.  25,  26.  But  one 
foul  Is  not  generated  of  another  \  we  read  of  fathers 
after  the  flelh,  and  of  the  Father  of  fpirits,  in  one 
yerfe :  Furthermore,  ix:e  have  bad  fathers  ofourfiefif, 
which  corre3ed  us,  and  we  gave  them  reverence :  JbaU 
we  not  much  rather  be  in  fubjeSlion  unto  the  Father  of 
fpiritSy  and  live  ?  Heb.  xii.  9,  We  fhould  diftin- 
guifli  between  the  body,  or  the  fleCb,  as  it  is  God's 
workmanQiip,  and  the  corruption  of  the  flelh,  which 
is  the  evil  work  of  that  arch  apoftate  the  devil. 
Confider  it  as  the  work  of  God's  hands,  formed  out 
of  the  e^rth,  and  it  is  curioufly  and  marvelloufly 
made.  And  the  body  is  now  the  temple  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft ;  and  as  fuch  regard  it :  For  no  man 
per  yet  bated  his  own  flefh,  but  nourifljetb  and.  cbtri/hetb 
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//>  even  as  the  Lord  the  church.  Eph»  v.  19.  Confider 
*it  alfo  in  its  depravity,  as  corrupted  by  the  devil, 
and  then  in  wy  flejh  dwelletb  no  good  thing.  But 
all  that  is  ilieant,  in  fhort,  concerning  the  flefli  is 
comprehended  in  this  text.  But  if  ye^  through  the 
Spirit y  do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  bodj^  ye  fhall  live* 
Rom.  viii.  13.  The  evil  luftings  and  cravings  of 
fin  in  the  hody,  called  the  deeds  of  it,  is  what  is 
meant  by  fle(h  when  it  is  fpoken  of  in  an  evil  fenfe. 
Hence  I  conclude  that  every  one  that  finneth  is  of 
the  devil ;  for  he  that  is  ftill  in  a  date  of  (in,  and 
deftitute  of  grace,  is  of  the  devil's  lineage,  and  does 
the  devil's  work.  And  the  remains  of  indwelling 
fin  in  every  faint,  which  is  called  the  old  man, 
13  of  the  devil  alfo,  becaufehe  oppofes  all  that  is 
good,  and  wars  againft  God,  and  againil  the  (bul ; 
and  therefore  is  of  the  devil,  and  the  devil  works 
ip  him. 
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X. 


THE  VlOLESfT    STORM^   AKD    HEAVENLY    CALM. 


O  fboH  affliSfed^  tojfed  with  tempeji^  and  not  comforted! 
ieboldy  1  Zi'ill  lay  thy  Jlcnes  with  fair  coloicrsy  and 
lay  thy  foundations  witbjappbires.    Ifaiah  liv.  1 1, 

Im  this  chapter  the  Jewifh  elc£k,  the  children  of 
God  who  pafled,  under  the  miniftry  of  Chrift,  out 
of  the  old  covenant  into  the  new,  are  bid  to  break 
forth  into  finging,  and  cry  aloud,  though  they  did 
not  travail  with  child,  but  came  forth,  as  it  were, 
at  an  inftant ;  for  although  they  had  been  barren, 
and  not  borne,  yet,  being  now  a  gofpel  church, 
(he  is  the  married  v^ife,  and  not  thofc  who  abide 
in  the  old  covenant,  though  the  Jerufalem  that 
now  is  hid  more  children  than  the  heavenly  Jeru- 
falem. Thofe  that  abode  by  the  old  covenant  are 
defolate,  and  had  no  hufband ;  and  a  large  family 
of  children,  without  a  huftand,  was  no  honour 
to  her,  but  rather  a  fcandal.  She  is  bid  to  enlarge 
the  place  of  her  tent,  to  ftiow  the  church  is  port- 
able, and  to  flretch  forth  the  curtains  of  her  habi- 
!  t  uion.     One  of  the  coverings  and  curtains  of  the 
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ancient  tabernacle  was  fine  twined  linen,  which 
I  think  was  typical  of  the  righteoufncrs  of  the 
faints,  called  white  lin$n^  clean  and  zvhite.  Rev. 
xix,  8-  .  And  the  fpoufe,  when  adorned  with  this» 
lays,  /  am  blacky  but  comely^  0  ye  daughters  of  Jeni-^ 
faUm ;  as  the  tents  ef  Kcdar,  as  the  curtains  of  Solo^ 
msn.  Song  i.  5.  This  is  the  covering  robe  of  the 
whole  church ;  and  bleffcd  is  he  whofe  iniquities 
are  forgiven,  and  whofe  fins  are  covered  with  it. 

She  is  bid  to  lengthen  her  cords  of  faith,  peace^ 
and  love,  and  to  flrengthen  all  the  flakes  that  em~. 
brace  and  bind  thefe  cords  about  them.  And 
God  proniifes  that  fhe  Ihall  break  forth  on  the 
right  band  and  on  the  left,  and  that,  her  feed  fliould 
inherit  the  Gentiles,  and  make  the  defblate  cities, 
which  had  been  without  God,  now  to  be  inhabited 

* 

by  God  in  his  faints.  Two  things  God  comforts 
her  againlt,  which  lay  heavy  upon  convinced  (in* 
ners,  the  (hame  of  their  youth,  which  is  grievous 
when  the  (ins  of  youth  are  fct  before  us :  Remember 
not  the  fins  of  my  youth  y  nor  my  tranfgreffions^  fays 
one.  Pfalm  xxv.  7,  He  comforts  the  Gentiles 
againft  the  reproach  of  their  widowhood.  The 
Jews  ufed  to  call  the  Gentiles  the  forfaken  and  the 
defolate  i  but  God  promifes  to  wipe  away  this  re* 
proach,  and  to  give  them  better  names:  ^hou 
fhalt  no  more  be  termed^  Forfaken  5  neither  Jball  thy 
land  any  more  be  termed^  Defolate :  but  thou  Jhalt  be 
called  Hepbzhbahy  and  thy  land  Beulah :  for  the  Lord 
deUgbtetb  in  thee,  and  thy  land  fbaU  be  married. 
6  Ifaiah 
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Ifaiah  Ixii.  4,  The  name  forfaken  is  changed  for 
the  name  of  God's  delight ;  and  inftead  of  defolate, 
ic  is  wedded.  And  fo  it  follows :  For  thy  Maker 
is  thine  bujbakdi  the  Lord  of  hojis  is  bis  name:  arid 
thy  Redeemer  the  holy  One  of  Jfrael  j  The  God  of  the 
whole  earth  fhall  he  he  called.  But  I  will  come  to 
my  text,  which  is  full  of  comfort  to  thefc  poor 
Gentiles. 

O'thou  affllSlcd!  Many  arc  the  affli^ions  of  the 
righteous ;  and  thefe  poor  Gentiles,  upon  their  re- 
ceiving the  gofpel  and  turning  to  God  from  idols, 
were  wretchedly  ufed  by  thofe  that  abode  by  the 
old  idolatry.  Thefc  fell  violently  upon  them.  The 
devil  (lined  up  the  whole  world  to  make  new 
gods,  and  to  oppofe  the  golJ>el,  and  perfccure  its 
converts;  as  it  follows:  The  iflesfaw  it,  and  feared; 
the  ends  of  the  earth  were  afraid^  drew  near^  and 
came.  They  helped  every  one  his  neighbour :  and  every 
one  faid  to  his  brother^  Be  of  good  courage.  So  the 
carpenter  e*c  our  aged  the  gc/d/mith,  and  be  that 
fmootheth  with  the  hammer  him  that  fmote  the  anvily 
frying.  It  is  ready  for  tie  Jodering :  and  be  fajlened 
it  with  nails,  that  it  Jbould  not  be  moved.  Ifaiah 
'  x'i.  5—^7.  But  God  encourages  Gentile  Zion  un- 
der all  this:  Fear  thou  nrt^  for  I  am  with  thee;  be 
not  dijmayed^  for  I  am  thy  God.  •  Beheld^  they  JbJl 
Jurely  gather  together i^  but  not  by  me :  who/oever  fkeil 
gather  together  againfl  thee^  fhall  fall  for  tby  fake. 
Ilaiah  liv.  15.  Dreadful  w^re  the  perfccutions 
wiiich  thcfe  poor  creatures  endured.     But,  befides 
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all  this,  they  were  forely  afflifted  within;  for, being 
bred  up  in  idol  worfhip,  and  this  being  deeply  en- 
graved en  the  heart,  the  word  niuft  cut  as  deep  as 
the  root,  and  pierce  and  wound  dreadfully  before 
this  falfe  religion  could  be  cut  off  at  the  fibres,  and 
deftroyed  in  all  its  branches  -,  no  lefs  than  a  mighty 
power  could  effeft  it.  Many  alfo  of  ibem  which  ufed^ 
curious  arts,  brought  their  books  together ^  and  burned 
them  before  all  men:  and  they  counted  the  frice  of 
tbentj  and  found  it  fifty  thouf and  pieces  of  Jilver.  So 
mightily  grew  the  word  of  God^  and  prevailed,  A£ls 
xix.  19,  20.  Again:  when  the  falfe  gods  which 
they  had  been  led  to  worfhip  and  adore  were  dif- 
covered,  by  divine  revelation,  to  be  nothing  but 
vile  creatures,  apoftate  angels,  devils,  the  enemies 
of  God,  and  the  only  deftroyers  of  men,  this  muft, 
when  charged  home,  and  thefc'  charges  feconded 
by  an  enlightened  confcience,  make  dreadful  work 
within ;  efpecially  when  the  fall  of  man  was  dif- 
covered,  a  broken  law  underftood,  and  fins,  by 
that  glafs,  fct  in  the  light  of  God's  countenance. 
O  thou  affliSfed^  toffed  ijcith  a  iempeft^  and  not 
comforted  ! 

The  holy  law  of  God,  when  the  Almighty  ap- 
plies it  in  all  its  purity,  holinefs,  and  fpiritqality,  to 
the  confcience  of  the  poor  finner,  is  a  figurative 
tempeft,  as  Paul  calls  it,  a  mount  burning  with  firt^ 
blacknefSy  and  darknefSy  and  tempeft.  Heb«  xii.  iS. 
For,  as  in  a  tempeft  the  heavens  are  black  with 
clouds,  fo,  while  this  ftorm  lafis^  there  is  nothing 

but 
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but  cloudy  ahd  dark  days.  Ezck.  xxxiv.  1 2.  There 
is  in  the  foul  a  grofs  darknefs,  yea,  a  horror  of 
great  darknefs ;  darknefs  that  may  be  felt,  and  is 
felt;  and  God  himfclf  feems  hid  in  terrible  clouds 
alfo,  which  appear  to  keep  us  more  and  more  at  a 
diftance,  when  we  arc  labouring  night  and  day  to 
draw  nigh,  and  endeavouring  to  find  acceptance, 
Tbeu  baft  covered  thy/elf  with  a  cloudy  that  our  prater 
Jbould  net  pa/s  through.    Lam.  iii.  44, 

In  a  tempeft  there  is  generally  a  ftrong  wind; 
hence  it  is  called  a  windy  ftorm:  O  that  I  bad 
wings  like  a  dove  /  f(fr  then  zvould  Ifij  away^  and  he 
at  reft.  I  would  haft  en  my  ejape  from  the  imndy 
ftorm  and  tempeft.  Pfalm  Iv.  6,  8.  The  dreadful 
fpirit  of  bondage,  which  is  called  the  north  wind, 
makes  the  finner  tremble,  and  is  attended  with 
fuch  horrors  and  terrors  that  the  foul  is  abalbed^ 
confufed,  bewildered,  and  confounded,  and  neither 
knows  what  he  is,  where  he  is,  nor  what  he  is 
about.  And,  under  all  this  difmal  and  horrible 
gloom,  there  is  a  dreadful  Jound  in  his  ears  (Job 
XV.  2 1 )  J  terrors  take  hold  on  him  as  waters ^  a  tem- 
peft ftealetb  him  azioy ;  and^  as  a  ftorm^  threatens  to 
hurl  him  out  of  his  place.  Job  xxvii.  20,  a  i .  The 
curfcs  Jtnd  threaten! ngs  of  the  law,  like  violent 
daps  of  thuTider,  roll  over,  one  after  another, 
God  anfwers  the  finncr  in  the  fecret  place  of  thun- 
der, and  proves  him  at  the  waters  of  ftrife.  Pfalm 
Ixxxi.  7.  At  fuch  times  every  minifter  of  Chrift  is 
2  Boanerges,  a  fon  of  thunder.  Mark  iii.  17.    And 
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it  is  wich  the  finner  as  it  is  defcribed  in  the  6th 
chapter  of  the  Revelations;  at  the  opening  of 
every  feal  there  is  nothing  heard  from  the  cheru- 
bim^ but  the  noife  of  thunder^  crying,  Come^  and 
Jee.  Rev.  vi.  i.  And  fometimes  it  appears  as  if 
feven  thunders  had  uttered  their  voices  all  at 
once. 

Moreover,  the  law  is  a  fiery  law ;  it  reveals  the 
hot  difpleafure  of  God  at  all  the  unrighteoufnefs  of 
men,  and  like  lightning  flaihes  cutting  convi<5Uons, 
which,  being  attended  with  the  piercing  fword  of 
the  Spirit,  wound,  fcorch,  wither,  and  dry  up, 
the  fpirits  \  for  by  fire  and  by  bis  /word  will  the 
Lord  ^lead  with  all  flejh :  and  the  Jlain  of  the  Lord 
fhall  be  many.  Ifaiah  Ixvi.  1 6.  God  himfelf  com- 
pares the  cafe  of  the  poor  Gentiles,  under  thefe 
their  affliftions,  to  the  deluge  in  the  days  of  Noah : 
For  this  is  as  the  waters  of  Noah  unto  me:  for  as  I 
have  /worn  that  the  waters  of  N^oab  pould  no  more 
go  over  the  earthy  Jo  have  I  /worn  that  I  would  noi 
be  wroth  with  tkee^  nor  rebuke  thee.  For  the  moun* 
tains  fhall  depart ^  and  the  hills  be  removed  i  but  my 
hindnejs  fhall  not  depart  from  thee^  neither  fhall  'the 
covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed^  Jaith  the  Lard  that 
hath  mercy  on  thee.  Ifaiah  liv,  9,  lo.  According 
to  the  above  account  the  wrath  of  God  is  the 
thundef  and  lightning  which  had  attended  Gentile 
Zion  in  this  dorm  and  temped;  and  this  God 
owns :  For  a  JmaU  moment  have  J  forfaken  thee  i  but 
itfith  great  mercies  will  I  gather  thee.     In  a  little 
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turath  I  bid  my  face  from  th§e  for  a  moment  \  hut 
voith  everlafting  kindnefs  will  I  have  mercy  on  thei. 
I(aiah  liv/7,  8.  And,  in  order  to  comfort  her*, 
and  to  calm  her  fears^  and  di/Tolve  her  doubts,  he 
fwcar§  to  her  that  he  never  will  be  wroth  with 
her  nor  rebuke  her  in  a  vindidtive.way  any  more. 

Now,  as  God  compares  the  great  inundation  of 
the  Gentiles*  affliftion  to  the  deluge  in  the  days  of 
Noah,  I  (hall  drop  a  few  words  upon  that  fubjed, 
or  upon  the  account  of  God*s  proceedings;  in 
which  it  is  faid,  The  fame  day  were  all  the  fountains 
of  the  great  deep  broken  up^  and  the  windows  of  hea- 
ven were  opened  (Gen.  vii.  \i)\  fo  that  the  torrents 
from  above,  and  the  fountains  from  beneath,  both 
confpired  together.  And  juft  fo  it  appears  to  be 
with  the  poor  (inner  when  God  takes  him  in  hand. 
It  is  faid.  Upon  the  wicked  he  fhall  rain  fnareSy  fire 
and  brimfione^  and  an  horrible  tempeft.  Pfalm  xi.  6. 
Aod  the  beginning  of  fuch  a  ftorm  the  conviAed 
finner  feels,  and  he  fears  the  whole  contents  \  for 
this  raining  fnares  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  heavens 
revealing  our  iniquity.  Job  xx.  27,  Sins  arc  the 
fnares  of  the  foul ;  and  what  has  been  kept  fccrct 
in  the  book  of  God's  remembrance  is  revealed  and 
fet  in  order  before  the  finner*s  eyes  when  God 
takes  him  in  hand,  and  in  the  light  of  God's 
countenances  and  they  appear  more  in  number 
than  the  hairs  of  our  head  \  and  ftrength  fails  un* 
Jer  the  load.  But  this  is  not  all  i  for  as  fure  as 
God  applies  his  law,  attended  with  his  hot  dif* 
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pleafure  at  fin,  and  difcovers  our  iniquity  in  that 
.  glafs,  fo  furc,  at  the  fame  time,  do  all  the  cor- 
ruptions of  the  heart  boil  up,  and  difcover  them- 
felv^s  too }  enmity,  rebellion,  defperation,  unbelief, 
every  concupifcence,  and  Satan*s  rage,  all  rife  up 
together;  for  as  a  fount  ait  caftetb  oUt  her  waters y  fa 
the  heart  cafleth  out  its  wickednefs  (Jer.  vi.  7);  or, 
as  Ifaiah  ftith,  the  ivicked  are  like  the  troubled  fea^^ 
when  it  cannot  rifly  wbqfe  waters  caft  up  mire  and 
dirt.  Ifaiah  Ivii.  10.  So  that  the  podr  finner  has 
a  torrent  from  ^bove,  and  si  great  deep  broken  up 
beneath;  and  between  thefe  two  he  is  at  his 
wits  end.  But  this  teaching  ihows  him  and  aflfures 
liiiti  how  matters  will  go  with  the  wicked  in  the 
great  day ;  for  as  fure  as  Abraham,  by  offering  up 
his  fon,  faw  Chrift's  day,  fo  fure  does  a  finner,  thus^ 
taught  of  God,  fee  the  day  of  judgment. 

0  thou  affliSledy  tojfed  with  teinpefty  and  not  com^ 
fortidl  I  cannot  help  thinking  but  this  word 
/^ii' alludes  to  the  ark  of  Noah,  which  went  upon 
the  face  of  the  waters,  for  that  muft  meet  with  a 
good  deal  of  tofllng  upon  a  fea  without  a  (hore  9 
jtrid  all  veflels  are  much  tofled  upon  the  waves  and 
fWells  of  the  fea,  efpedally  when  the  waters  are 
agitated  with  ^  violent  (torm  a:nd  tempeft,  fuch  as 
God  compares  the  church's  troubles  to  in  my 

O  thou  affliSledy  tojfed  with  tempefi^  and  not  com-- 
fdrtedl  afflifted  both  in  body  and  foul,  tofled  in- 
a  tempeft,  and  deftitute  of  all  confolation.    And 


(    %i6    ) 

fo  the  mind  of  a  poor  finncr  is  tofled  from  one 
thing  to  another ;  firft  upon  a  broken  law^  which 
works  death  and  wrath ;  then  into  his  own  heart. 
Inhere  he  fees  nothing  but  enmity,  impenitenqr^ 
and  rebellion  ;  then  to  his  paft  life,  to  his  own  evil 
way,  which  was  not  good,  and  there  he  meets 
with  a  thoufand  crimes ;  then  he  looks  forward  to 
the  day  of  judgment,  and  nothing  is  to  be  feen 
ihere  but  an  inexorable  judge  to  confume  the  ad* 
yerfaries.  If  he  looks  to  the  earth,  trouble  and 
anguifh,  and  if  to  the  heavens^  they  appear  as 
iron  I  if  he  looks  to  bis  own  performances,  there 
is  fin  In  them  all  ^  and  if  to  the  encoun&ging  pro- 
mifes,  the  accounts  of  impoftors  and  apofiates 
meet  him  there  i  if  he  looks  to  the  faints,  their 
CA  and  happy  ftate  provokes  him ;  and  if  he  look» 
to  his  finful  companions,  they  fhun  and  ridicule 
him  i  fo  that  the  vilenefs  of  his  nature  witbiq,  and 
the  fight  of  his  pad  foUies  without;  the  accufa-* 
tions  of  confcience,  and  the  darts  of  Satan ;  keep 
him  full  of  toffinis  to  and  fro^  both  by  day  and  by 
night.  Job  viL  4«  Befides  this,  he  is  tofled  frota 
one  human  invention  to  another.  He  tries  alms, 
forms  of  prayer,  vows,  and  resolutions ;  and  go^ 
for  counfcl  to  all  the  divines  and  religiow  cha^ 
radiers  that  he  knows ;  and  fome  cry  one  thing, 
and  fome  another;  lo  here,  and  lo  there i  and. he 
trks  all  their  advice,  and»  like  the  woman  with 
her  iflue,  gets  worfe  inftead  of  better  $  for  there 
arc  but  a  few  iateiprettrs  who  uoderftand  this 
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liand-ti^riting  I  nor  are  landfnnen  of'  much  uie  in 
this  ftorm.  Neverthekfi,  all  this  helps  forward 
this  worki  though  it  appears  to  us  only  to  help 
forward  our  calamity  i  for  it  makes  us  fick  of  an 
arm  of  flefh,  and  it  teaches  us  to  kiiow  the  unikil* 
lulnefs  of  fuch  phyficiansj  and  this  makes  the 
Saviour  the  more  precious  when  he  appears  i  and, 
beii^  a  friend  in  need^  be  is  mych  prized  i  and  he 
that  does  the  whole  work  fhall  receive  the  whole 
glory.  O  thou  ofiiBed^  tojfed  with  tempeft^  and  not 
amfotted!  No  comforters  among  men^  no  com- 
fort firom  the  promifes^  no  comfort  from  the  Spirit^ 
no  comfort  of  hope,  no  comfort  of  love,  no  com- 
fort in  the  world,  no  comfort  in  life,  no  comfort  in 
diyfelf,  no  comfort  from  God* 

Beboid  I  will  lay  tbjf  ftmei  with  fair  colours*  I 
irili  turn  thee  from  a  veflel  on  the  waves  into  a 
binldtng  of  mercy «  /  bane  laid  in  Zum  for  a  foun^ 
doArni  a  ft(me^  a  tried  ftaae^  a  precious  comer  ftone^ 
afiarefoimdatimx  and  upon  that  rock  ihalt  thou 
be  built,  and  neither  fin  nor  death  fhall  ever  prevail 
i^inft  either  thee  or  that.  And  in  doing  this//^^* 
meat  alfo  wiU  I  lay  to  the  liue^  and  rigbteoujnefs  tojbe 
fbmmet:  and  the  bail  fludlfa^ep  awof  tbe  refuge  of 
UeSf  and  tbe  waters  Jball  over/low  the  MiSng^place. 
Ifaiah  xxviii.  17.  Judgment  affo  will  I  lay  to  tbe 
line  I  I  will  exa&  foil  fatisfaftion  of  thy  Surety  for 
every  breach  of  the  line  of  pttcept:  and  rigbteouf* 
nf/i  wHl  I  loftotbe  plummet ;  I  will  exaft  a  per^ 
Mt  obedience  m  uprighmefs  >  fo  that  Zion  JbaS 
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h  fedcemtd  with  judgment  executed  on  her  Suretjr, 
and  her  converts  with  rigbteou/nefs  perfe6kcd  by  her 
covenant  Head.  And  you  that  lie  unpoliJhed  in 
the  quarry  of  fallen  nature  (hall  come  to  this  foun-* 
d^ftion  that  I  have  laid  in  Zion^  and  as  lively  ftones 
I  will  build  you  up  a  fpiricual  houfe^  an  holy 
prieilhood^  to  offer  up  fpiritual  facrifices^  accept- 
able to  God  by  Jefus  Chrift.  Wherrfore  aljo  it  is 
contained  in  the  Jcripture^  Beboldy  I  lay  in  Zion  a 
chief  torner-ftonei  ele£i^  precious:  and  be  that  heUevetb 
on  him  Jhall  not  be  confounded,  i  Peter  ii.  5,  6.  I 
will  lay  thy  Jlones  uitb  fair  colours ^  and  make 
thee  and  thy  daughters  as  comtr^ftones^  policed  after 
the  fimilitude  of  a  palace.  Pfalm  cxliv.  1 2.  God 
laid  the  foundation,  and  God  takes  from  the  quarry 
of  the  impenitent  race  of  mankind  whom  he  will, 
and  brings  them  to  Chrift,  when  he  hach  polifhed 
them  for  his  purpofe,  and  lays  them  upon  the 
foundation,  nr>aking  them  one  in  him,  and  one 
among  themfelves,  and  builds  them  up  a  fpiritual 
houfe,  a  palace  for  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords  i  hence  called  a  temple,  an  baUtatiou  of  God 

through  the  Spirit. /  will  lay  thy  ft  ones  witb.fidr 

colours/^  it  (hall  be  a  building  of  every  precious 
ftone  that  adorns  the  diadom  of  princes ;  as  it.  is 
written,  ^he  Lord  of  hofts  Jhall  drfend  them ;  and 
they  Jhall  devour^  and  fubdue  with  JUng-ftones ;  and 
they  JbaU  drinks  and  make  a  noife  as  through  wmci 
and  they  fball  be  fiUed  like  bowls ^  and  as  the  comers 
rf  the  altar.    And  the  Lsrd  their  God  Jhall  fave  them 
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in  that  day  as  the  flock  of  bis  people:  f&r  they  Jbatt 
he  as  tbeftones  of  a  crown,'  lifted  tip  as  an  enflgn  upon 
bis  land.    Zcch.  ix.  15,  \6.     Here  we  fee  the  ma- 
terials of  this  building,  and  what  fort  of  ftones 
they  are;  not  Portland,  nor  marble,  but  the  ftones 
that  adorn  a  crown  of  ftate^  or  jewels;  as  it  is 
written,  ^en  they  that  feared  the  Lord  fpake  often 
one  to  another \  and  the  Lord  hearkened,  and  heard  it: 
and  a  book  of  remembrance  was  written  before  him  for 
them  that  feared  the  Lord,  and  thai  thought  upon  his 
name.     And  tbeyjhall  he  mine,  faith  the  Lord  cfhofts, 
in  that  dcg  when  I  make  up  my  jewels  %  and  I  Ui;ill 
fpare  them,  as  a  man  fpareth  his  own  fon  thatfefn)etb 
him.  Mai  iii.  16, 17.    Here  are  the  ftones  of  which 
the  church  is  compofed ;  and  God  will  lay  them 
with  fair  colours,   that  they  may  anfwer  to  the 
foundation,  which  is  of  fapphires.     Now  there  are 
various  colours  in  tbefe  precious  ftones  1  and  we 
fee  that  the  brcaftplate  of  the  high  prieft,  and  the 
materials  of  the  foundation  of  the  New  Jerufalem, 
the  Lamb's  wife,   were  moftly  the  fame  fort  of 
ftones.     O  thou  affiiSled,  toffed  with  tempeft,  and  not 
comforted  I    Behold,  I  will  lay  thy  Jitmes  with  fair 
colours. 

Now  thcfe  precious  ftones  require  a  deal  of  cw- 
ting  and  polifliing  before  the  beauty  and  luftre  of  ^ 
them  appear,  which  is  the.  principal  caufe  of  their- 
being  fo  violently  teflfcd  in  the  above  tempcft. 
And  as  the  foundations  of  the  heavenly  Jcrulalcm 
were  the  fame  as  were  fet  in  the  breaftplare  ^of 
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judgment^  and  in  which  ftones  were  all  the  naifiea 
of  the  twelve  tribes  engraved^  this  lerves  to  (how 
us  that  the  twelve  brilliant  ftonesj  at  the  foundatioq 
of  the  heavenly  Jerufalcmj  (hould  fend  their  liiftrc^ 
and  ihine  with  all  their  glory,  thfoiighout  that 
myfterious  fabric  cajled  the  brid^^  the  ILAnnb'i 
wife.  God  fays,  in  my  text,  that  he  wi}l  lay-Geq* 
tile  Zion's  ftones  with  fair  colours.  Aqd  here  I 
muft  be  beholden  to  the  ftudents  of  nature  fof 
fomc  of  the  colours  of  thefe  ftones.  Aful  before  I 
begin  I  will  obferve  this,  that  anDong  all  the  ya* 
rie(y  of  colours  that  are  found  amopg  thefe  ftones 
there  is  not  one  {hat  is  black :  /  am  blacky  hit 
f0nefy.  Song  i.  5,  Black  was .  her .  natural  coofi- 
plexion  i  her  comelinels  is  borrowed.  Nor  is  any^ 
of  their  colours  that  of  pale,  which  is  ^  fign  pf 
ficknefs,  guilt,  and  death :  Md  1  looked^  and^  ke^ 
bold  J  a  pale  borje ;  and  he  thatjai  on  him  was  deaib^ 
Rev«  yi.  8.  Pale  is  the  colour  of  a  foul  6ck,  and 
0ck  of  fin ;  which  colour  is  to  be  changed  at  the 
ai^earance  of  grace :  Tker^are  tbusjfaitb  the  Lord^ 
wbp  redeemed  jibrabamy  eonceming  tbe  boufe  of  Jacob ^ 
Jacob  Jhatt  not  now  be  ajbamed^  neifber  Jball  bis  face 
now  wax  f ale.  But  wben  bffeetb  bis  children^  th 
work  of  mine  bands^  iff  tbe  midji  of  bim^  they  Jball 
fanSlify  nfy  name,  |faiah  xxix.  22, 2j.  By  all  which 
it  appears  that  God's  prf^cnce  and  God's  work 
make  a  change  in  Jacob's.pfjie  countenance.  Nor 
do  1  find  any  of  the  roug^  which  fuch  as  Jezebel 
^,  who  painted  I^r  face  an^  looked  out  of  tbe 

palac9 


J 


palace  window  to  charm  Jehu,  who  ordered  Kef  M 
be  hurled  from  the  window  for  the  horfcs  to  trsto* 
pie  on  J  and  the  dogs  to  eat.  2  Kings  ix.  30.  The 
colours  of  theie  ftohes  feem  to  fet  forth  the  things 
#hich  are  common  and  natural.  /  will  lay  tbyfiones 
mtbfair  colours. 

The  dtanrand  is  the  richeft,  hardeft,  and  mod 
^aluable^  of  all  the  ftones  in  nature;  its  natural  co- 
lour is  white.  This  colour  is  applied  to  the 
church :  Though  yokr  fins  be  as  fcarlet^  they  fi>att  he 
as  Jhow.  Ifaiah  i.  i8.  And  Jom  of  them  of  under^ 
fianiing  fiall  fall^  to  try  them^  and  to  purge^  and  ti 
make  them  white.  Dan.  xi.  35.  And  when  thele 
are  purged  and  Separated  from  the  wicked^  th^ 
dianK>nd  itfelf  doth  not  exceed  diem :  tVben  the 
Lord  fcattered  kings  in  itj  it  was  white  as  fnow  in 
Sahnm.    Pfalm  IxTiii.  14. 

Jacinth  is  a  purple  colourj  worn  by  fbvcreign 
princes  %  And  purple  raiment  was  on  the  kings  of 
Midian.  Judges  viii.  26.  This  h  the  royal  colour; 
and  he  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God^ 
and  we  (ball  reign  for  ever  and  ever.  Hence  our 
Lord,  who  compares  the  members  of  his  church, 
which  cfcave  unto  him  who  is  the  head  of  it,  to 
hair  of  this  colour :  Thine  head  upon  thee  is  like  Car^ 
mel,  and  the  hair  of  thine  head  Kke  purple.  The  king 
is  held  in  the  galleries.  Song  vii.  5,  /  will  lay  thy 
Jlones  with  fair  colottrs. 

Topaz,  a  beautifiil  yellow.     And  this  gold  co« 
Jour  is  the  colour  of  feith :  I  will  make  a  man  more 
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precious  than  fine  gold  -,  even  a  man  than  the  golden 
Kvedge  ofOfhir.  Ifaiah  xiii.  I2.  This  is  the  colour 
pf  faith,  or  faithfulnefs :  /  counfel  ibee  to  imj  of  me 
gold  tried  in  the  fire^  that  thou  mayefi  he  ri^b.  Rev. 
iii.  1 8 .  Fie  was  girt  about  the  pafs  with  a  golden 
girdle.  Re7.  i.  13.  Truth  was  his  girdle  as  a  pro- 
phet; faithfulnefs  his  girdle  as  a  prieft;  and  righ- 
teoufnefs  his  girdle  as  a  king:  uind  rigbteaufnefy 
Jhall  be  the  girdle  of  his  loins,  and  faithfidnifs  the 
girdle  of  Lis  reins.     Ifaiah.  xi.  5. 

Sardius,  or  fardfne,  a  bloo4  colour.  Not  only 
die  the  faints  red,  being  wa(hed  in  the  blood  of 
Ci.i  ill,  Lvijt  red  with  the  blood  of  martyrs.  And  of 
this  colour  is  the  church  defcribed :  In  that  day 
fing  ye  unto  her^  A  vineyard  of  red  wine.  I  the  Lord 
do  keep  it  J  1  will  water  it  every  moment  i  left  any 
hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it  night  and  day.    Ifaiah  xxvii, 

Jafper.  The  beft  is  green ;  an  emblem  of  Jifc 
Every  thing  in  the  creation  is  green.  Bleffed  is  the 
man  that  truftetb  in  the  Lord:  he  Jball  be  as  a  tree 
planted  by  the  waters,  and  that  fpreadeth  out  her 
roots  by  the  river  \  her  leaf  fhaU  he  green  \  and  Jball 
not  he  careful  in  the  year  of  drought,  neither  JhaU 
ceafe  from  yielding  fruit.  Jer.  xvii.  7,  8.  And  our 
Lord's  command  to  the  devouring  locuft  of 
Turkilh  preachers  is,  T!bat  they  Jbould  nott  hurt  the 
grafs  of  the  earthy  neither  any  green  thing,  neither  any 
tree  \  but  only  thofe  men  which  haue  not  thefeal  of  God 
ijf  their  foreheads^     Rev.  ix.  4. 
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Sardonyx,  redifh,  bordering  on  white ;  the  true 
virgin's  colour,  fuitable  to  fouls  elpoufed  t;o  the 
Son  of  God.  /  have  efpoujedyou  to  one  hujband^  thai 
I  may  prefent  you  as  a  chafie  virgin  to  Chriji.  2  Cor, 
xi.  2.  And  this  modeft  and  blufhing  colour  is  the 
caufe  of  the  Lord's  kind  entreaty :  Let  me  fee  tby^ 
countenance y  let  me  bear  thy  voice  \  for  fweet  is  thy 
votccj  and  thy  countenance  is  comely.  Song  ii.  14.  It 
is  the  colour  of  a  bluibing  countenance,  fuch  as 
they  have  who  are  tender  lovers  of  God,  as  may 
l)e  feen  in  Ezra :  /  am  ajhamed^  fays  he,  and  blujb 
to  lift  up  my  face  to  thee,  my  God:  for  our  iniquities 
are  increqfed  over  our  head.  Ezra  ix.  6.  I  might 
mention  the  chryfolite,  dingy  green,  as  expreflive 
of  young  converts,  jufl:  quickened,  and  that  is  all; 
and  the  beryl,  pale  green,  a  pale  countenance ;  for 
fuch    fouls    have  no  life   but  in  their    convic« 

r 

tions  and  appetite ;  and  yet  by  thefe  things  dieie 
poor  fouls  live,  or  are  kept  alive :  And  in  all  ihefe 
things i  and  in  thefe  only,  is  the  life  of  their  fprits^ 
liaiah  xxxviii,  i6« 

A  chalcedony,  a  pale  caft  of  blue  j  dcfcriptivc 
of  their  cafe,  who  are  juft  verging  out  of  the  ftorm, 
finding  the  clouds  blowing  over,  and  the  blue  flcy 
juft  appearing.  Take  it  altogether  thus :  my 
church  is  as  brilliant  as  the  diamond  by  fandbifica- 
^ion  in  Chrid:  \  in  the  fliining  majefty  of  reigning 
grace  as  purple  as  the  jacinth ;  in  purifying  faith 
as  rich  and  as  yellow  as  the  topaz;  under  the  grqat 
Atonement  as  red  as  the  fardius  \  in  life  and  verdure 
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tt  green  as  the  ja^r ;  as  a  chafte  rirgin  as  fair 
and  blufhing  as  the  fardonyx  ^  and  even  the  leaff 
of  all  the  familj,  under  the  influence  of  my  Spirit, 
are  full  as  green  as  the  chryfoiice,  or  the  bery}>  not 
dried  up,  but  verdant ;  and  every  foul  upon  which 
the  true  light  Oiines,  like  the  chalcedony,  has  got 
ii  tinge  of  the  rainbow,  and  b  coming  into  peace 
with  me. 

And  thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  (how  my  reader 
tbefe  ftones  which  the  word  of  God  holds  forth ; 
and  he  promifes  to  lay  them  wich  fair  colours. 
All  the  colours  which  I  know  any  thing  of  I  have 
hinted  at.  And  I  woukl  to  God^  that  the  light  of 
my  undcrftanding  could  but  keep  pace  with  the 
energy  of  my  foul;  my  reader  would  have  a  much 
fuller  account.  But  this  word  has  often  been  both 
a  caution  and  a  fupport :  If  any  mem  /peak,  Ut  bim 
JPeak  as  the  oracles  of  God-,  if  any  man  minifter^  lei 
bim  do  it  as  of  the  ability  which  Godgivelb ;  that  God 
in  all  things  may  be  glorified  through  Jefus  Cbrift :  to 
whom  be  praife  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 
1  Peter  i V.  1 1 .  0  tbcu  affliifed^  tojfei  with  tempefi^ 
and  not  comforted!  behold^  I  zvilf  lay  tfy  floras  with 
fair  colours, 

And  lay  thy  foundations  with  fapphires.  Here 
muft  be  an  aftonifhing  change  to  come  from  the 
tempcft  of  Sinai,  and  from  the  deluge  of  Noah,  to 
be  built  as  a  diamond  or  ruby  upon  a  faundatbn 
bid  with  lapphires.  But  the  whole  of  this  myftcry, 
both  of  the  ftorm  and  of  the  fbtmdacion,  is  takeit 
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from  Tomething  of  the  fame  fort  that  was  ezhibiced 
pncc  before  this^  in  view  of  the  fons  of  men;  as 
will  appear,  at  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  at  what 
was  diiplayed  afterward.  The  ftorm  and  tempeft 
gre  taken  from  Sinai,  and  froni  the  flood  of  Noah. 

Firft^  from  the  giving  of  the  law.    jhd  Mqfes 

krougbt  forth  thf  people  out  of  the  camp  to  meet  with 

God  i  and  they  ftood  at  the  nether  part  of  the  mount. 

And  mount  Sinai  was  altogether  on  a  fmoke,  becaufe 

the  Lord  defcended  on  it  in  fire ;  and  the  fmeke  thereof 

afiended  as  the  Jmoke  of  a  furnace^  and  the  whole 

mount  quaked  greatfy.    And  when  the  voice  of  the 

trumpet  founded  long^  and  waxed  louder  and  louder^ 

Mojes  fpake^  and  God  anfwered  him  hy  a  voice.    And 

fhe  Lard  came  down  upon  mount  Sinai^  on  the  top  tf 

the  mount :  and  the  Lord  called  Mofes  up  to  the  top 

of  the  mounf  $  and  Mofes  went  up.    And  the  Lord 

Jaid  unto  Mojes^  Go  down^  charge  the  peopht  lefi  tb^ 

break  through  unto  the  Lord  to  gaze,  and  many  cf 

them  perijb.    And  let  the  pr lefts  alfo^  which  come  neat 

to  the  Lord,  fanSify  themf elves ^  left  the  Lord  break 

forth  upon  tbent.    And  Mofes  fmd  unto  the  Lord^  The 

people  cannot  come  up  to  mount  Sinai:  for  thou  charge^ft 

fts,  faying.  Set  bounds  about  the  mount,  and  fanBify 

ft.    And  the  Lord  faid  unto  him.  Away,  get  thee 

down-,  and  thoufbcdt  come  up,  thou,  and  Aaron  with 

thee:  but  let  net  the  priefts  and  the  people  break 

fbrougb  to  come  up  unto  the  Lord,  left  he  break  forth 

upon  them.     Exod.  xix.  17 — 24*     And  after  the 

hv  was  given  it  is  iaid»  And  all  the  people  faw 

-  «• 
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the  tbunderingSy  aid  the  lightnings ^  and  the  ncife  of  the 
trumpet y  and  the  mountain  Jmoking:  and  when  the 
people  Jaw  it ^  they  removed,  and  flood  rfar  off.  And 
thrf  Jatd  unto  Mo/es,  Speak  thcu  with  us^  and  we 
will  bear:  but  let  not  Cod  /peak  with  us^  left  we  die. 
Exod.  XX.  i8i  19.  "This  is  fuch  a  ftorm  as  never 
appeared  in  this  world  before,  nor  will  ic  ever  ap- 
pear again  till  the  general  doom,  when  the  tru.npet 
of  the  archangel  will  raife  the  dead,  and  the  voice 
of  the  law  be  callAl'  over  again,  in  all  its  real 
meaning,  and  be  enforced  with  fire,  and  brimftone, 
and  a  horrible  temped,  which  mud  be  the  portion 
of  their  cup  who  cleave  to  a  covenant  of  works, 
and  yet  break  that  covenant.  •  Read  Pfalm  xi,  6. 
This  ftorm  fejl  upon  Ifrael;  and  this  fame  ftorm 
fell  upon" Gcncile  Zion,  aiceaded  with  the  torrents 
from  iabove,  and  the  inundations  from  beneath, 
tvhich  appeared  in  Noah's  flood.  But  after  this 
Ifracl  had  a  more  pleafing  exhibiti'jn,  and  fo  had 
the  poor  Gentiles  in  my  text  j' and,  indeed,  the 
matter  of  my  text  is  taken  principally  from  this 
ftorm,  and  from  what  fucceeded  it.  The  ftorox 
that  we  have  feen  is  in  the  19th  and  aoth  chapters 
of  Exodus ;  but  the  following  calm  is  in  chapter 
the  a4th,  which  I  (hall  tranfcribe,  in  order  to 
make  my  matters  clear. 

^nd  he  /aid  un$o  Mo/es^  Come  up  untd  the  Lordy 
thou^  and  Aaron i  Nadab  and  Abihu,  and  feventy  of 
the  elders  of  JjraeL'.and  worjhip  ye  -  afar  off.  And 
Mofcs  alone  fhall  come  near  theLm^;  but  they  fbalt 
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ncl  com€  nighy  neither  jhall  the  people  go  up  with  him. 
And  Mqfei  came^  and  told  the  people  all  the  words  of 
the  Jjord^  and  all  the  judgments :  and  all  the  people 
anjziered  with  one  voice y  and  /aid.  All  the  words 
which  ihe  Lord  hath  /aid  will  we  do.  And  Mojes 
wrote  all  the  words  of  the  Lord^  and  rofe  up  early  in 
the  morning,  and  huilded  an  altar  under,  the  hill, .  and 
twelve  pillars,  according  to  the  twelve  tribes  of  IfraeL 
And  hefent  young  men  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  which 
offtred  bumt-'offerings,  and  facrificed  peace- offer i ft gs  of 
oxen  unto 'the  Lord.     And  Mofes  took  half  cf  the 

w 

bloody  and  put  it  in  bafons ;  dnd  half  of  the  blood  he 
/prinkled  on  the  altar.  And  he  tcok  the  book  of  the 
covenant^  and  read  in  the  audience  of  the  people :  and 
they  f aid.  All  that  the  Lord  hath /aid  zvill  vce  do,  and 
be  obedient.  And  Mofes  took  the  blood,  and  fprinkled 
it  on  the  people^  and  f aid.  Behold  the  blood  of  the 
covenant,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  with  you  con^ 
cerning  all  thefe  words.  Then  went  up  MoJes  and 
Aaron,  Nadab  and  Abihu,  and  feventy  of  the  elders 
of  Ifrael;  and  they  faw  the  God  of  IJrael:  and 
there  ^Joas  under  his  feet  as  it  were  a  paved  zvork  of 
a  fapphire-ftone,  and  as  it  were  the  body  of  heaven  in 
his  clearnef.  Exod.  xxiv.  i — lo.  From  this  ac- 
covmc  is  my  text  taken/  The  Gentiles  begin  in 
a  tcmpcft,  and  then  they  are  founded  with  fapphires. 
And  here  is  the  firft  ftorm  that  Ifrael  faw,  when 
the  heavens*  above  them  were  black,  the  mountain 
trembled  and  fmoked,  the  thunder  rolled,  and  the- 
lightning  flafhed^  as  if  the  whole  mountain  was  all 
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on  fire«  God^s  vblccy  fays  Paul,  then  (hook  the 
earth.  And  fuch  a  Ught,  and  fuch  a  ftorm,  na 
foul  ever  faw  before  in  this  world.  But  it  was  to 
prei^are  them  for  a  better  and  a  more  heavenly 
^ifplay  of  divine  goodnefs.  They  firft  offer  facri-* 
fices }  then  the  blood  is  Iprinkled  on  the  book  and 
on  the  people ;  and  then  Mofes,  the  mediator,  the 
priefts^  and  the  elders^  draw  near,  and  fee  the  God 
of  Ifrael :  jfnJ  there  was  under  bis  feet  as  it  were  a 
paved  work  of  a  /appbire  Jiene^  and  as  it  were  tie 
tody  of  heaven  or  his  eUam^s.  £xod«  xxiv,  ic«  lo 
the  former  appearance  of  God  darknefi  was  hit 
iecret  pavilion ;  in  thick  darkne&  he  canne  to 
Mofess  the  heavens  were  covered  with  clouds, 
and  nothing  was  feen  or  heard  but  the  voice  of 
words,  the  trumpet,  the  earthquake^  the  wind^  and 
the  fire ;  but  in  this  appearance  all  is  icrene^  calm» 
and  tranquil »  no  ftorm,  nor  fb  much  as  even  a 
cloud  to  be  feen  \  the  very  body  of  heaven  was 
not  only  clear,  but  it  appeared  in  his  clearneis. 
And,  if  my  reader  will  receive  it,  tins  is  die  end 
of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  be* 
lieves.  In  order  to  make  clear  work  of  this,  I 
will  endeavour, 

i»  To.  inquire  who  this  is  that  the  elders  iaw:  it 
was  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael. 

2.  Inquire  a  little  into  the  pavement :  that  w«a 
ynder  his  feet  as  the  paved  work  of  a  ftf^re  ftone* 
And, 

3«  This  is  the  reprcTentatiod  of  k :  it  wias  the 
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body  of  heaven  in  bis  clcarncfsfr  The  divine  pcr- 
fon  here  feen  by  the  elders  and  others  was  the  Son 
of  God  in  a  human  forrn^  attended  with  the  bril- 
liant perfe6i:ions  of  his  deity  (hining  forth,  in  which 
glorious  rays  the  elders  faw  the  whole  heavens,  clear 
and  without  a  cloud.  And  this  fight  was  intended 
to  lead  their  faith  and  hope  to  his  future  incarna-> 
tion ;  at  which  time  that  ftormy  and  tempeftuous 
difpenfation  called  the  law  would  have  its  fulfil- 
ling, and  its  eternal  end.  That  this  is  the  divine 
perfon  here  feen,  I  Ihall  attempt  to  prove  by  two 
vifions  fimilar  to  this  fight,  and  both  in  the  Old 
Teftament,  previous  to  the  coming  of  Chrift  in  the 
flefli :  /^d  aiove  the  firmament  that  was  ever  their 
beads  was  the  likenefs  of  a  tbrcxe,  as  the  appearance 
$/  ajapphire-ftone :  and  upon  the  likenefs  of  the  throne 
voas  the  likenefs  as  the  appearance  of  a  man  above  upon 
it.  And  I  faw  as  the  colour  of  amber ^  as  the  appear- 
once  cffire  round  about  within  it ;  from  the  appearance 
of  bis  loins  even  upward^  and  from  the  appearance  of 
bis  loins  even  downward^  I  faw  as  it  were  the  op* 
pearance  of  fire ^  and  it  had  brightnefs  round  about ^ 
As  the  appearance  of  the  bow  that  is  in  the  cloud  in 
the  day  of  rain^  fo  was  the  appearance  of  the  bright^ 
fiefs  round  about.  This  was  the  appearance  of  the 
likenefs  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  And  when  I  faw  it 
I  fell  upon  my  face,  and  I  beard  a  voice  of  one  that 
fpake.  Ezek.  i^  26 — 28.  In  this  account  there  is 
a  clear  firmament  over  this  glorious  appearance. 
Here  is  the  rainbow,  which  fecures  the  world  from 
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a  fecond  deluge,  and  the  faint  from  being  drowne<f 
in  deftrudtion  and  perdition.  Here  is  the  repre- 
fentacion  of  a  throne.  The  glorious  perfeftions  of 
deity  are  the  throne,  upon  which  is  the  appearance 
of  a  man,  which  is  our  Immanuel,  God  with  us. 
From  his  loins  upward  and  downward  he  appeared 
as  fire ;  for  wherever  he  goes  he  is  to  the  cleft  a 
refiner ;  and  therefore  be  appears  like  a  refiner  s  fire ^ 
and  like  fullers'  fiiop.  Mai.  iii.  2.  And  if  my  reader 
will  read  this  whole  chapter  he  will  find  the  che- 
rubims  arc  attending  him,  which  are  gofpel  mi- 
nifters  j  and  th«  wheels,  which  are  the  churches, 
attending  on  the  cherubs ;  and  the  appearance  of 
his  throne  is  like  the  appearance  of  a  fapphire- 
ftone.  This  is  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
in  the  churches ;  and  happy  are  they  that  are  en- 
lightened to  fee  this,  and  enabled  to  believe  it,  and 
in  love  to  embrace  it. 

But  again :  T!hen  I  looked^  aad,  Mold,  in  the  fir- 
mament that  was  above  the  bead  of  the  ckeniHms  there 
appeared  ever  them  as  it  were  a  fappbire-ftonej  as  *tbe 
appearance  of  ibe  likenefs  of  a  throne.  And  he  fpahe 
unto  the  man  clothed  with  linen,  and  f aid.  Go  in  be^ 
tween  the  Tvbeels^  even  under  the  cherub,  and  fill  thine 
band  with  coals  of  fire  from  between  the  cherubims, 
and fcatter  them' over  the  city.  And  he  went  in  ay' 
ftght.  Ezek,  X.  1,2.  Here  again  we  have  the  fir- 
mament, the  fapphire-ftone,  and  the  throne  j  and 
here  is  Chrift  executing  his  pricftly  office,  clothed 
with  linen  garments,  and  the  throne  attends  him; 
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fir  hi  is  to  he  a  fri^ft  upm  bis  throne.  Zech*  vi.  13. 
The  cherubims  and  the  wheels  had  got  coals  of 
fire^  even  live  coals  from  the  altar  (Ifaiah  vL  6)^ 
which  are  the  words  of  God :  I  will  make  nrf  words 
in  thy  mouth  fire.  Jer.  v.  14.  The  cherubims  dif- 
penfe  the  word,  and  pray  for  fuccefs  in  the  work; 
but  it  is  the '  right  hand  of  Chrift^s  power  that 
makes  it  eficfbual,  and  gives  it  dl  its  heat ; '  it  is 
his  hand  that  fcatters  ic  over  the  city,  which  (hows 
the  excellency  of  the  power  to  be  of  him,  and  not 
of  man.  And  when  the  hand  of  the  Lord  fcatters 
thefe  coals  they  always  go  with  power  in  the  Holy 
Ghofty  and  with  much  aflurance.  I  fliall  now 
come, 

2.  To  treat  of  the  pavement,  ^ere  was  under 
bisfiet  as  the  paved  work  of  afapphire-ftone.  Tliis, 
whatever  it  is,  is  to  be  the  foundation  of  Zion ;  for 
fo  fays  God  in  my  text,  /  wiU  lay  thy  foundations 
with  fapphires. 

The  fapphire  ftone,  if  report  be  true,  is  the 
next  in  value,  and  the  next  in  hafdnefs,  to  the 
adamant,  or  diamond.  It  is  blue,  of  a  beautiful 
iky  colours  and  the  beft  fort  of  them  have  golden 
ipecks  in  them.  The  blue  colour  reprefcrnts  the 
heavens,  and  the  golden  ipecks  the  ftars  and  other 
luminaries  of  the  heavens.  This  was  the  paved 
work  of  the  fapphire  ftones  that  were  Teen  umler  the 
feet  of  the  Lord  God  of  If  ael. 

3.  And  this  is  the  conclufion  of  the  defcripdon. 
it  was  as  the  body  of  beOven  in  bis  eUimefs^    The 
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body  of  heaven  fignlfies  the  whole  heavens^  in  op<« 
poficion  to  the  ikirts^  or  parts  of  it.  An4  this 
whole  body  was  clearj  or  in  its  native  clearnels. 

« 

There  was  neither  hail,  rain^  nor  fnow;  no  ftorms^ 
winds^  nor  temped;  not  a  cloud  to  be  feen^  no 
ibgs^  fmoke,  or  vapour  5  the  heavens  were  neither 
hazy^  lowering,  nor  gloomy.  And  this  is.  the  ap- 
pearance of , things  if  we  take  our  profpeds  from 
Chrift  and  bis  throne ;  the  fapphire  ftones  attend, 
the  appearance  of  the  man,  and  the  throne  on^ 

which  he  fits. 

•        ♦  ■  . 

But  then  it  may  be  alked.  What  is  become  of 
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all  the  ftorm  ?  Why  this  king,  who  fits  upon  this 
fapphire  throne,^  fuffers  po  (torms  to  interrupt  his 
peaceful  reig^^  for  his. throne  is  upholden  by  mercy 
(Prov.  x%x  ^8)  I  arid  mercy  is  always  calm.  Behold, 
<  king  Jb  all  reign  in  rigbuatifnefs,  and  princes  JbaU  rule 
in  judgment.  And  a  man  Jhall  be  as  an  biJing-pIace 
from  the  windy  and  a  covert  from  tbe  tempefi ;  ms 
rivers  of  wfifer  in  a  4ry  place  j  as  tbe  Jbadow  of  a, 
great  mh  Pf  if  ^eary  land.  Ifaiah  xxxii.  1,  ^.  The 
ir^mpeft  is.jiid  from  the  believer's  eyes  in  this  co* 
vert ;  ^qd  the  cold  north  wind  is  hid  from  thofe 
who  embrace  this  hiding-place. .  But,  then,  what 
k  to  becoire  of  the  procuring  caufc  of  this  florm  ? 
I  mean,  (in,  the  tranfgrefjioa  of  the  law.  The 
Lord  anfwers  this :  /  ba^  blotted  out,  as  a  thick 
cloudy,  thy.  tr0ij^(ffions9  and,  as  a  cloudy  tby  fins : 
return  unto  me s  for  I  have  redeemed  thee  (Ifaiab, 
il^tjaa)i  and,  As  far  as  tbe  eafk  is  from  the  weft. 
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Jo  far  hath  hi  removed  our  tranfgre£iohs  from  Us\, 
]?falm  ciii.  1 2.  Tea  more,  he  hath  caji  them  as  a 
Jlone  into  the  depths  of  the  fed ;  fo  that  the  body  of 
heaven  appears  in  all  its  clearnefs  from  therti.-  The 
king  that  fitteth  upon  his  fapphii-e  throne  (cattereth 
^way  thefe  evils  with  his  eyes.  *  l^rov.  xx.  8. 

But  what  is  become  of  vindiftive  jiiftice,  de* 
cUring  all  accurfcd  that  continue  not  in  all  things 
written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them,  and 
chat  the  ibul  that  fins  fhall  die  ?  The  man  that 
fits  upoh  this  fapphire  throne  w^s  made  a  curie  ioi 
us ;  he  died  the  juft  for  the  unjuft  j  upon  him  the 
judgment  of  the  fenterice  was  executed,  and  byjhis 
death  juftiCe  is  latisfied ;  and  both  unite  to  fupport 
this  fapphire  throne :  Jujiice  and  judgment  are  the 
habitation  of  thy  tbroni  \  mercy  and  truth  fhaUgo  be^ 
ftnre  thy  face^  Pfalm  Ixxxixk  14.  Here  i^  nothing 
going  forth  here  but  mercy  and  truth  j  nicrcy  goes 
forth  for  our  regeneration,  and  trtith  to  make  us 
free  indeed*  But  what  is  become  of  vindictive 
1vrath>  which  was  ftvfealed  in  the  ftorm  ?  Anfwer : 
That  wine-prcft  it  tfoddcn,  and  all  the  dregs  o^ 
that  cup  were  fwallowed  up  in  the  death  of  Chrift. 
Come  to  him,  and  thou  fhilt  experience  the  truth 
tt  what  1  advance,  as  others  have  done,  and  con- 
fefied  it  with  joy.  And  iti  that  day  thou  fhaltfay^  O 
Lord^  I  wilt  praife  thee :  though  thou  waft  angry  with 
*ke^  thine  anger  is  turned  away,  and  thou  comfortejt 
me.  Ifaiah  xii.  i.  In  the  face  of  Chrift  God  fbif 
*ver   fliines  dclifehted>'  well   pleafed^-  reconciled, 
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loving  and  propittotis  to  men.  Approach  this 
throne,  and  thou  fhalt  find  it  fo ;  and  not  only  find 
the  body  of  heaven  clear,  but  more ;  for  in  Chrift 
his  glory  covers  the  beavens,  and  the  earth  is  full  of 
his  praife.    Hab.  iii.  3. 

And  now  let  my  reader  obferve  this^  the  bril* 
liant  perfedbions  of  the  godhead  of  Chriil^  and  the 
illuftrious  glory  that  beams  from  them^  are  his 
throne  of  glory,  or  his  glorious  throne.  This 
glory  fills  the  heavens  i  and  in  the  glory  of  his 
own  divine  perfediions  Is  he  enthroned.  But  the 
human  nature  which  our  Lord  afllimed,  and  which 
was  offered  in  facrifice  for  us,  into  whofe  lips  grace 
was  poured,  and  he  is  bleffed  for  ever,  and  in 
whom  dwells  all  fulnefs  of  grace,  and  all  the  trea- 
fures  of  knowledge ;  he,  with  all  his  fulnefs,  is  our 
fapphire  throne,  our  throne  of  grace.  The  key  of 
the  boufi  of  David  mil  I  lay  upon  bis  fboulder :  fobe 
fo  all  open  i  and  none  foall  fout  i  and  be  foall  fout^  and 
none  foall  open.  And  I  will  fajlen  him  as  a  nail  in  a 
fure  place  i  and  he  foall  he  for  a  glorious  throne  to  his 
father's  houfe.  Ifaiah  xxii.  22,  23.  Compare  this 
with  Rev.  iii.  7. 

/  vMl^  fays  God,  lay  thy  foundations  mthjapphira^ 
But  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid^ 
which  is  Jefus  Chriji.  i  Cor.  iii.  ii.  And  it  is  in 
him  that  God  is  well  pleafed ;  in  him  every  attri- 
bute and  perfection  of  God  fhines  and  harmonbes 
in  the  falvation  of  our  fouls.  Here  is  the  goodnefs 
of  God  to  pardon,  while  jufticcj  by  the  blood  cC 

'the 


I  *4S  ) 
the  covenant,  fends  prifoners  out  of  the  pit,  life 
quickens  i|s,  omni(!:ience  provides  for  us^  omni- 
potence fupports  us,  and'  omniprefence  proteAs 
us.  The  wilHom  of  .God  provides  all  this  for  our 
glory,  while  pity  and  compaifion  are  difplayed  iri 
accepting  us  in  Chrift;  loving-kindnefs  draws  us 
to  him,  and  mercy  is  built  up  for  ever  in  the  glo- 
rification of  the  faints ;  the  law  is  honoured,  and 
the  honour  and  the  authority  of  the  lawgiver  is 
eftablilhed ;  peace  is  proclaimed,  reconciliation  is 
made,  and  friendlhip  between  God  and  man  is  re-^ 
ftored ;  and  ^race  reigns  through  righteoufnefs  over 
all  the  aboundings  of  fin,  over  dc^ith,  and  over  all 
the  wifdom,  craft,  and  m^ice,  of  devils.  This  is 
the  foundation  that  God  has  laid  in  Zion;  and  this 
foundation  is  laid  with  fapphires^  Here  heaven  i$ 
cleared  of  all  its  ftorms,  and  tranfgrefifors  of  all 
their  cloud  of  fins,  -while  every  perfection  of  Deity 
fupports  the  throne,  and  confpires  to  uphold  and 
adorn  the  church.  Stand  fad  in  the  Lord,  my 
dearly  beloved,  and  let  thine  heart  be  fixedj  trufting 
in  the  Lord. 

And  now,  if  my  reader  will  afcend  two  or  three 
#eps  higher,  and  I  will  wait  till  he  comes,  I  will 
fhow  him  greater  things  than  thefe;  namely,  a 
heaven  within  a  heaven.  And  in  this  myfiical 
heaven  I  faw  a  wonder,  a  woman  clothed  with  tbi 
Jttfi^  and  the  moon  under  herfeet^  and  lepon  ber  head  a 
crown  of  twelve  fiars.  Rev.  xii.  i.  Here  is  a  hea-. 
Ten  Vithin  a  heaven,  a  heaven  upon  earth.    In 
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this  heaven  I  fbe  the  fun's  Creator  outline  the  &ui. 
Unto  you  that  fear  mf  name  JhaU  the  Sun  of  right eouj^. 
fiefs  arife  with  healing  in  bis  wings.     The  Lird  Jball 
^e  to  thee  an  eyerlajiing  lights  and  thy  God  thy  glory  | 
thy  fun  fbaU  no  more  go  down.    Over  the  throne  is 
a  firmament,  even  over  the  head  of  Chrift  and 
his  church  (Ezek.  x.  25),  and  a  rainbow  without  a 
cloud,     Here  is  the  blue  Iky  in  the  fapphire,  and 
the  body  of  heaven  in  his  clearnefs.     In  this  heaven 
there  are  precious  things  put  forth  by  the  moon 
(beur,  xxxiii,  14) ;  and  under  this  propitious  lu- 
minary new  fruit  (hall  be  ripe  every  month,  or  at 
^very  new  moon.    Md  iy  the  river ^  upon  the  bank 
thereof  on  this  fide  mid  on  that  ftde^  fhaU  grow  all 
trees  for  meaty  whofe  leaf  fhall  not  fade^  neither  fbaH 
the  fruit  thereof  be  ^onfumed:  it  fhall  bring  forth  new 
fruit  according  to  bis  months ;  and  the  fruit  thereof 
fiall  be  for  meat^  and  the  leaf  thereof  for  medidne. 
Ezek.  xlvii.  12.     And   thefe  trees  cannot   ceafe 
t^earing  every  month,  becaufe  the  moon  in  this 
heaven  is  never  to  be  withdrawr^ :  ^by  fun  fbaU  na 
more  go  down,  neither  fhall  thy  moon  withdraw  it/elf^ 
llaiah  Ix.  20.     Thus  have  I  ihowed  the  firmamentji 
i^  rainbow,  the  fun,  and  the  moon  s  and  if  my 
reader  would  fee  the  twelve  figns,  he  may  difcover 
them  on  the  crown  of  the  church ;  Pleiades  alfo, 
or  the  feven  ftars  beyond  the  bull,  he  will  fee  lA 
Rev,  i.  x6,  and  he  had  in  his  right  hand /even  fiars^ 
The  inferior  ftars  are  to  be  found  among  the  faints^ 
Vho  fhine  as  lights  in  the  world  (Philip,  ii.  15)5 
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and  among  them  who  are  ufeful  in  fiowrtvtiag 
.fou|s  J  for  fbey  that  be  wife  Jhall  Jhine  as  the  bright- 
ne/s  of  the  firmament ;  and  they  thai  turn  many  to 
rigbteoufnefs  as  the  fiars  for  ever  and  ever.  Dan. 
xii.  3.  And  what  heaven  would  my  reader  wiih 
fo  enjoy  under  the  fun  but  this  ?  Here  is  the  ge- 
neral affembly^  the  angels^  and  God  the  judge  of 
all>  and  Chrift  the  mediatof. 

Having  offered  my  thoughts  on  the  above  £torip 
,and  peaceful  calm^  I  will  now  enter  a  little  intp 
the  next  yerfe,  which  is,  I  will  lay  thy  foundations 
with  Japf  hires.  And  I  will  make  thy  windows  (f 
agates^  and  thy  gates  of  carbuncles^  and  all  thy  bor^ 
ders  of  fkqfant  Jiones.  Ilaiah  liv.  la.  The  ufe  of 
windows  is  to  look  through,  to  let  in  light,  and  to 
Jkeep  out  rain^  hail,  wind,  and  fnow;  and  t|ie  glo- 
rious gofpel,  or  the  glory  of  God  Ihining  in  thjc 
gofpel,  and  bringing  life  and  immortality  to  light, 
is  called  a  window,  or  windows*  Jt  is  by  and 
througjh  the  gofpel  that  the  dear  Redeemer  looks 
upon  ys :.  He  ftandetb  behind  our  wall,  fays  the 
.church;  be  Iqoketb  forth  at  the  windows^  Jhewing 
himfelf  through  the  lattice*  Song  ii.  9,  He  flood,  • 
throughout  the  old  dilpenfation,  behind  the  parti- 
tion-wall that  feparated  Jews  from  Gentiles;  he 
looked  forth  at  the  windows  by  the  covenants  he 
made  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacpb^  and  he 
ihowed  himfelf  through  the  lattice  of  the  types, 
figures^  and  (hadows,  of  the  legal  facriBces ;  but  fo 
as  to  be  but  dimly  fcen.    To  thefe  windows  poor 
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dark  fouK  blinded  by  Satan^  and  convinced  of  it, 
come, I  in  order  to  get  light,  and  to  look  into  the 
myfterics  of  redemption  and  falvation.  fFbo  arw 
thefe  thatfy  as  a  cloudy  and  as  the  doves  to  their  mar- 
dovosi  Ilaiah  Ix.  8,  And  as  the  gofpelis  a  clear 
revelation  of  former  dark  myfteries,  and  the  tnidi 
of  former  types  \  and  as  pardon  and  regeneration 
are  promifed,  and  the  way  of  pbtaining  it  pointed 
out ;  it  is  in  allufion  to  the  lea  of  glafs  in  the  ta« 
bernacle,  and  the  brazen  fea  in  the  temple^  called 
a  fea  of  glafs :  And  I  Jaw  as  it  were  ajea  of  j^lafs 
mdngUd  with  fire ;  and  them  that  bad  gotten  the  vie* 
toty  over  the  beafi^  mi  aver  bis  image^  and  over  bis 
mark^  and  over  tbe  number  of  bis  name,  fiand  on  the 
fea  of  glafs y  baving  tbe  barps  of  God.  Rev.  xv,  2. 
Now  God  lays  that  he  will  make  Zion*s  windowt 
of  agates. 

The  agate,  according  to  account,  was  of  great 
cftimation  in  the  days  of  old,  but  afterwards  grew 
into  difefteem.  The  different  agates  of  different 
countries  are  numerous,  and  the  Ibrta  various: 
they  are  hard^  and  of  the  flint  kind.  It  is  laid  to 
be  harder  than  the  jaiper,  and  to  receive  a  better 
polifh.  They  are  found  in  various  countries,  and 
of  courfe  they  differ  in  colour.  They  are  found  in 
Sicily '  and  in  Candy ;  and  there  are  agates  found 
among  the  Indians,  and  at  Thebes  in  Egypt,  and 
in  Thrace,  and  about  the  mountain  Oeta,  in  the 
hill  Parnaffijs,  and  in  Celbus  and  Meflene,  and  alio 
in  the  ifland  of  Rhodes^    But  tbe  reafon  that  thefe 
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«e  made  ufe  of  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  rcprelent 
the  light  of  the  faints  is,  the  rarious  things  that 
are  difcovered  in  theni.  For  you  fKall  fifid  natter 
rally  imprinted  in  them,  fay  the  learned,  die  form 
and  proportion  pf  rivers,  woods,  and  labouring 
horfes/ coaches^  and  little  chariots,  or  horie  litters, 
together  with  furniture  belonging  to  horfes;  and 
in  Meflfene  they  have  flowers  imprinted  in  them 
like  thofe  which  grow  iq  the  highways,  and  iii 
paths  ky  the  fields.  Now,  whether  thefe  labourera 
in  the  myfteries  of  nature  are  right  or  wrong,  I 
will  not  difpute ;  but  fure  I  am  that  all  theie  things 
^tre  feen  by  the  light  which  Ihines  in  mount  Zioa. 
This  I  myfelf  am  a  living  witnefs  of;  for  I  have 
feen  the  river  of  life,  and  the  ilreams  of  it  which 
make  glad  the  city  of  God  i  and  I  have  feen  the 
fafety  of  them  that  fleep  in  the  woods.   Eaek; 

« 

zzxiv.  25.  And  I  read  of  hories  in  Pharaoh's 
chariots,  and  of  God's  goo(Uy  horfe  in  the  battle 
(Oant.  i.  9.  Zech.  z.  3).  Of  all  the  ftones  that  I 
ever  read  of,  I  never  read  of  any  one  kind,  qpr 
even  all  the  precious  ftones,  put  them  all  together, 
that  have  fo  many  diflFerent  reprcfentations  of 
things  in  them  as  this  ftpne  hath,  which  is  called 
the  agate.  Nor  do  I  remember  to  have  ieea  die 
name  of  this  ftone  above  twice  or  thrice  in  all  the 
Bible.  It  is  not  found  in  Aaron's  breaftplate,  nor 
in  the  foundations  of  the  heavenly  Jerufalem ;  and 
yet  this  ftone  is  made  ufe  of  to  reprefent  the  light 
of  the  church :  I  mil  mki  thy  tmdaxvs  tf  agafes. 

And 
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And  a()plicable  enough  it  is  that  this  fiooe  is 
brought  in  to  fet  forth  the  light  of  God's  holy  city; 
ibr  when  out  of  Zion,  the  perfection  of  beauty^ 
iGod  is  pleafed  to  fhiiie>  here  the  poor  finner  fees 
himfelG  his  own  heart,  and  the  hearts  of  all  man- 
kind. In  this  city  we  fee  the  King  of  glory  in  all 
^is  beauty,  and .  the  God  of  glory  (hining  in  his 
face.  Here  is  the  fountain  of  life^  and  all  its 
/prtngs ;  the  siver  of  pleafure,  and  all  its  ftreams; 
|he  tree  of  life^  and  its  healing  leaves ;  the  fruit 
hereof,  and  their  cheering  cffcGts.  Here  is  the 
/eaft  of  fat  things,  and  the  wines  on  die  lees  well 
refined  $  here  is  the  armour  of  the  King  of  kings, 
^d  tl^e  army  of  heaven  iharing  in  the  triumph, 
^d  (houting  vidtory  when  he  led  captivity  captive; 
liere  is  the  city  of  God,  of  which  fo  many  glo- 
fious  things  are  fpoken ;  falyation  is  its  walls,  .the 
^thfulnefs  of  God  in  his  proniifes  is  its  golden 
pavement,  and  the  pearl  of  great  price,  in  his  va- 
rious charafbers,  is  its  gates ;  God  himlelf  is  its 
)>uilder,  and  the  glory  of  God  its  h'g^t.  And  what 
fhall  I  fyj  more  ?  /  will  make  thy  windows  cf 
fgates. 

And  tiff  gates  earhmckSi  an^  aH  tby  herders  rf 
fkfijant  fifmes*  Before  I  enter  upon  thefe  gates  I 
3¥i)l  inquire  a  little  into  the  real  delights  of  this 
city,  the  foundation^  of  which  are  laid  to  be  iap- 
phires,  the  windows  of  it  to  be  agates,  and  the  gates 
pf  It  to  be  carbuncles. 

The  firft  glory  of  it  is  laid  to  be  light;  Jnd  thf 
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(ily  had  no  need  of  the  ftm^  neither  c/th^^nHm,  tafinsf 
in  it  i  for  the  glory  of  God  did  lighten  it,  and  ibf 
Lamb  is  the  light  thereof.    Rev.  xxi*  23, 

2.  The  next  fwect  delight  is  the  river  of  pica* 
fiire,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  the  perpetual 
emanations  of  divine  love ;  for  charity,  fays  Paul, 
never  faileth :  Thou  Jhalt-make  them  drink  of  the  river 
pf  thy  fleafure.   Pfalm  3cxxvi,  8. 

3*  The  third  glorious  delight  of  this  city  is  the 
tree  of  life^  with  its  delicious  fruit :  In  the  midjl  of 
thefireet  of  it,  and  on  either  Jide  of  the  river,  was 
there  the  tree  of  life,  which  bare  twehe  manner  of 
fruits  (Rev.  xxii.  2)  ;  and>  IJe  that  overcometb  wUf 
I  give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  live,  which  is  ift  the  mi4§ 
pf  the  paradife  of  God,    Rev.  ii.  7 . 

4.  There  is  to  be  in  this  city  a  cellation  of  ann$, 
^nd  an  end  to  all  war  for  ev/ernxore:  Peace  he 
vnthin  thy  walls,  and  p'ojperity  within  thy  palaces. 
Plalm  cxxii.  7.  The  righteous  perijb,  and  no  matf 
fayetb  it  to  heart  ^  and  merciful  men  are  taken  away, 
none  eonjidering  that  the  righteous  is  taken  att^tiy  frofff 
the  evfl  to  (ome.  He  fball  enter  into  peace.  Ifaiah 
}vii.  I,  2. 

5.  There  is  to  be  a  perfoStron  of  joy,  whicl^ 
Springs  from  four  things;  firft,  it  is  the  joy  of  har«- 
yell :  when  the  wheat  is  brought  inpo  the  barn  ix 
\s  harveftrhome.  It  is  the  joy  of  thjcm  that  divide 
(he  fpoil:  the  batde  is  ended,  and  the  triumpt( 
follows.  It  is  the  joy  of  inheritance:  the  firft'. 
born  is  pf  A^C|  and  ^t  the  fuln^is  of  his  |ta;ure,  an4 
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tikes  poflcffion  of  his  inheritance.  It  is  the  jof 
of  wedlock^,  let  us  rejoice  and  be  glad,  for  ibe 
marriage  cf  the  Lamb  is  came,  and  bis  wife  batb  made 
herje^  ready .  Tbeyjball  come  witb  fogging  unto  Zim^ 
md  everlajling  joy  findl  he  Ufcn  Sbeir  bead.    liaiah 

K#  II.        - 

6.  This  city  is  intended  to  be  the  glorious  reft 
of  all  the  faints.  God  reftcd  in  his  love  when  he 
founded  it;  his  hand  refts  here  in  building  it  up« 
Here  the  labourer  is  to  reft  from  the  heat  and  bur* 
den  of  the  day,  and  from  all  the  oppofitions, 
troubles,  and  perfecutions^  of  the  ungodly.  Tbere 
remametb^  ibertfore^  a  r^  to  tbc  f^le  tf  God. 
Heb.  iv.  9* 

7.  This  city  is  faid  to  be  ftecj  and  to  be  the 
mother  of  us  all.  liberty  in  this  ftate  is  fiur  from 
being  completes  for  although  we  be  broiight  forth 
from  the  prifon,  and  are  purged  from  guik  and 
filth,  and  are  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  the 
law,  and  from  the  reigning  and  dcftroying  power 
of  (in,  yet  we  art  burdened  with  a  body  of  death, 
and  the  body  of  our  flefh  is  doomed  to  the  bondage 
of  co|Tuption ;  but  both  (hall  be  <ielivercd.  Xbe 
creature  it/elf  fiatt  he  delivered  from  tbe  hmidage  of 
eorruftioH  into  tbe  glorious  fiber ty  of  tbe  cbildreH  ef 
God.    Rom.  viii.  21. 

8.  The  next  thing  of  infinite  value  in  this  city 
is  the  glorious  apparel  of  the  citizens.  They  all 
w^r  one  colour ;  and,  as  priefts  tinto  God,  they 
are  all  clad  in  linen :  And  to  ber  was  panted  that 
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/be  JbouU  hi  arrayid  in  fine  tinen^  clean  and  tn^ei 
fcr  the  fine  linen  is  the  righteoujnejs  of  faints.    Rev. 
xix.  8. 

9*  The  next  thing  to  beobferved  is  this,  namely, 
that  there  is  nothing  promifed  in  all  this  book  but 
to  overcomers :  He  that  ov&cdnietb  fhall  inherit  all 
things.  Hence  they  alt  appear  in  triumph,  and  all 
ihout  and  fing  vidtory.  This  is  reprefented  by  the 
palm  branch,  which  ufed  to  be  carried  in  the 
raftern  triumphs:  After  this  I  beheld^  and^  h,  a 
great  multitude,  which  no  man  could  numher,  of  all 
nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,  ftood 
before  the  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with 
white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands.   Rev«  vii.  9. 

10.  They  have  all  got  crowns  upon  t^eir  heads^ 
We  read  of  being  crowned  with  knowledge, 
crowned  with  loving^kindnefsj  crowned  with  righ«« 
teoufnefs,  crowned  with  never-fading  glory,  and 
crowned  with  lifcj  but  to  be  found  in  Chrift  ia 
the  great  day,  and  to  be  owned  of  him,  blefled 
and  glorified  with  him,  is  the*  bed  of  all  glorious 
crowns :  In  that  day  (and  elpecially  in  the  great 
day)  fi^all  the  Lord  of  hofts  be  for  a  crown  of  glory ^ 
and  for  a  diadem  of  beauty,  unto  the  refidue  of  his 
feople.  Ifaiah  xxviii.  5.  Hence  wq  read  that  the 
worfhippers  above  caft  their  crowns  before  the  throne, 
faying.  Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  ghry^ 
and  honour,  and  power :  for  thou  haft  created  all 
things-,  and  for  thy  pleqfure  they  are  and  were  created* 
Rev.  if.  10,  II.  ; 

II.  The 


(     254    ) 

II.  The  next  thing  to  be  enjoyed  in  this  city  is 
immortality,  -  Thcfc-  vile  bodies  of  ours  muft  be 
purged^  purified,  refined,  and  changed,  and  fa- 
ihioned  like  unt6  the  glorious  body  of  Chrifti 
we^kncfs  muft  be  changed  for  power  -,  diflionour 
Ihall  be  changed  for  glory  s  corruption  miifl:  be 
put  off,  and  incorruption  be  put  on ;  mortality 
left  behind  when  immortality  takes  place.  This 
is  being  tlothed  upon  with  our  houfe  which  is  from 
heaven  (iCor.  v.  2);  ahd  this  is  what  I  undcr^ 
deriland  by  the  following  paffage :  Thefe  are  they 
HohiA  came  cut  of  ^reat  tribulation^  afid  have  wajbed 
ibeir  rotes  ttnd  made  them  ivhite  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  Goi^ 
Rev,  yii.  14, 15. 

14.  The  next  unutterable  delight,  and  that 
which  crowns  all  the  reft,  is,  a  prortiifed  fight  of 
our  moft  wonderful,  adorable,  ever-blefled,  propi* 
dous,  and  ever-ldving  Father.  Hhe  time  cometh 
when  I  fhall  no  more  fpeak  unto  you  in  proverbs^  but 
i  JhaU  pew  you  plainly  of  the  Father.  John  xvi.  2  5. 
BleJJed  are  the  pure  in  heart :  for  they  Jball  fee  God, 
Matt.  V.  8.     /  will  make  thy  windows  of  agates. 

Aitd  thy  gates  earbuncles^  and  all  thy  hord&s  of 
fleafant  flones.  The  carbuncle  is  red ;  that  is  the^ 
colour  of  it.  And  Chrift  crucified  is  the  only  gate 
of  this  city.  Without  a  facrificc,  and  fatisfaftioil 
to  juftice  by  it,  there  cart  be  no  pardon  \  and  tvith- 
out  a  mediator  there  can  be  no  ^cccfs  to  God  here 
or  hereafter ;  for  without  (hcdding  of  blbod  ther£ 
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li  no  reniiflion  r  arid  into  the  heavenly  Jcrufalcnfi* 
ibere  Jba/i  in  m  v)^t  enter    any    thing  thai  A-^ 
Jilethy   nAther  ^balfoever  workeih  aiomination;  '^er 
nraketb  a  He.    Rev.  xki.  27.    And  without  a'  n^e- 
diator  none  can  approach  unto  God:   No  h^ 
ccmetb  unto  the  Father  but  by  the.    John  xlv.  6:'  VI? 
dot  furetjr  He  difcharges  our  debts,  and  bjr  tft6' 
blood  of  his  covenant  we  come  forth  frpm  the  J)n- 
fen.     By  faith  in  him  we  come  to  the  light  of 
God's  countenance ;  by  faith  in  him  we  come  tc^ 
the  enjoyment  of  God's  love ;  by  faith  in  hioi  wc* 
pafs  from  death  to  life;  being  juftificd  by  the  feith 
of  him  wfc  find  peace  with  God ;  by  faith  we  rejoIcA 
with  joy  unlj)eakable  and  fiili  of  glory ;  We  that 
believe  do  enter  into  reft  j  by  faith  we  ftand  feft  in 
the  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  us  free, 
while  thofe  that  believe  not  are  in  bondage,  and 
Wrath  abideth   on   them.    The  righreoufnefs  of 
Chrift  is  to  all  and  upon  all  that  believe :  And  this  ^ 
is  the  villory  that  overcometb  the  world ,  even  our 
faith.     Be  thou  faithful  unto  deaths  and  1  i^ill  give ' 
thee  a  crown  of  life.     The  Spirit's  grace  is  the  firft- 
fruits  of  glory,  and  the  Spirit  himfclf  is  the  earheft'* 
of  it  J  and  we  receive  the  promife  of  thfe  Spirit* 
through  faith;  and  by  the,  eye  of  faith  we  obtaiA* 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  face  of  Jcfus  Chrift.     Chrift  is  thei-efore  the ' 
only  gate,  as  I  have  Ihowed  before  in  this  little. 
work;  and  it  is  by  the  faith  of  him. that  we  come' 
to'  enjoy  the  firft-fruits,   pledges,   earnefts,   ahd' 
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fortcaftes>  of  all  thele  heavenly  joys,  plcalurtsi  and 
dainties.    And  this  I  have  Ihowcd  at  large. 

/  will  wuAe  fby  gatts  carbuncles.  Chrift  crucified 
is  the  door  of  hope ;  hope  enters  by  him,  and 
centres  in  God.  He  is  the  door  of  faith  to  the 
Gcndes ;  the  Gentiles  find  acceis  to  God*s  favour 
by  the  faith  of  him.  He  is  the  door  of  mercy ; 
die  fure  mercies  of  David  are  in  hiai.  He  is  the 
door  of  the  Iheep  $  we  cannot  enter  into  his  fold^ 
nor  feed  in  green  pal^res,  but  by  &ith  in  him. 
He  is  the  gate  of  life,  by  which  we  pafs  from  the 
Ihadow  of  death,  and  from  the  gates  of  death.  He 
is  the  gate  of  righteoufnefs^  by  which  wc  enter 
into  a  ftatc  of  juftification ;  and  he  is  the  gate  of 
truth,  by  which  we  enter  into  liberty,  and  find 
freedom  of  accefs  to  God.  He  is  the  ftrait  gate, 
which  is  attended  with  fo  much  oppofidon  fi'om 
men  and  devils  at  the  entrance  j  he  is  the  vail 
through  which  we  pals  into  the  holy  of  holies.  In 
ibort,  he  is  the  hmje  of  God^  and  the  gate  (f  heaven 
(Gen.  xxviii.  17);  I  fay,  he  is  the  houfe  that  God 
has  provided  for  us :  Be  ibou  fny  firtmg  rockt  for  an 
bf$ife  of  defence  to  fave  me  (Pfalm  xxxi.  2) ;  and  he 
is  the  gate  that  leads  to  glory ;  for  we  have  holdnefs 
$0  enter  into  the  bolieft  of  aU  by  the  blood  of  Jefus. 
Hcb.  X.  19.  But  I  muft  come  to  the  lafl:  clauie  of 
my  text,  /  will  make  thy  gates  carbuncles, 

And  all  tby  borders  4ff  pleafayii  ftones.  The  word 
border  fomedmes  Cgnifies  the  boundary  of  a  coun- 
tryi  as  appears  from  what  follows :  Zebulun  fiaU 

dwell 
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dwiU  at  the  haven  of  tbe/eai  and  be  fiall  he  for  an 
baoen  of  fiAps:  and  his  border  fhallM  unto  Zidott. 
.Gen&  xlix.  13.  Again :  But  Sibon.  would  not  fuffer 
Ifr'aei  to  pafs  through  bis  border.  Num.  xxi.  23.  All 
tbat isjDeant  by  thefe paflages  is  the  fkirts^  ^tre* 
iBities^  or.  boundaries^  of  a  country.  But  fome- 
times,  it  fignifies  the  limits,  &burbs^  or  liberties^ 
of  a  cit^:  But  if  the  flayer  fiuM  at  any  time  come 
toitbout  the  border  of  the  city  tf  bis  refuge^  whither 
he  was  fied\  and  the  revenger  of  blood  find  him  with^ 
out  the  borders  of  the  city  of  bis  r^ge^  and  the  re* 
venger  of  bhod  kill  the  flayer  i  he  Jhall  not  be  gmlty 
rf  blood.  Num.  toolv.  26^  ij^.  Sometimes  border 
fignifies  no  more  than  the  bounds  of  a  man's  landed 
property;  Andjojhua  thefon  rf  Nun^  the  Jtrvant  of 
the  Lordi  died,  being  an  hundred  and  ten  years  old. 
And  they  buried  him  in  the  border  of  his  inheritance  in 
^imnatb-ferab.  Jofhua  xxiv.  29,30.  Again:  ^ou 
/halt  fet  bounds  unto  the  feople  round  about,  faying^ 
Take  heed  to  your/elves  th^  ye  go  not  up  into  the 
mount f  or  touch  the  border  of  it:  whofoever  toucheth 
the  mount  fbdlfurely  be  put  to  death.  Exodt  xix.  i  a. 
By  all  thefe  places  it  appears  that  the,  border  is  the 
boundary  of  any  facred  fpot,  inheritance,  or  coun* 
try,  and  of  thi  liberties  of  a  city.  But,  then,  what 
is  Zion*s. border  ?  All  her  borders  are  to  be  made 
of  pleafant  ftones.  We  fhall  find  a  little,  light 
upon  this.fubjeA  in  Ezekiel.  .Moreover^  when  ye 
Jhall  divide  by  lot  the  land  for  inheritance,  ye  Jhall  offer 
an  oblation  unto  the  Lord,  an  hidy  portion  of  the  lands 
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th  leH^h  JhaU  hi  the  la^b  rf  Jhe-miJ-twMty  ib$a^ 
/and  rteds^  and  the  breadth  JhaU  bt  ten  thoufand.  This 
Jball  be  holy  in  all  the  b^ders  thereof  round  abottf^ 
Of  this  there  Jball  be  for  the  fanauary  Jhe  hunted  i» 
length^  with  five  hundred  in  breadth  J^uare  r$und 
about  i  and  fifty  cubits  round  about  for  the  fuburhs 
thereof  And  of  this  meqfure  foalt  thou  me^wre  tha 
kngth  rf  fiue-and-Pwenty  thoufand^  and  the  breadth  of 
ten  theufand:  and  in  it  Jball  be  the  fanauary  and  the 
fno/l  holy  place.  The  hofy  portion  of  the  iand  Jball  be 
for  the  prices.  Exek.  xlv.  i-— 4.  Here  is,  firftj  an 
hciy  portion  of  the  land.  This  fpiritually  fignifies 
God's  people,  called  £dlow  ground,  which  God 
ploughs  upi  good  ground^  which  receives  the  good 
leed  ibwed  by  the  Son  of  man ;  the  dry  ground^ 
whidi  God  waters;  God's  hvibandry,  which  be 
keeps,  called  Eden,  and  the  garden  of  the  LonL 
This  ground  is  to  be  holy  in  all  its  borders;  die 
Spirit  of  God  and  his  grace  is  to  be  potired  one  to 
make  it  fo  :  /  wiU  pour  iioater  on  him  thai  is  thiffiy, 
dnd  foods  upon  the  dry  ground :  I  will  pour  my  Spirit 
etpon  thy  Jetd^  and  my  blejfing  upon  thine  offipring^ 
ifaiah  xfiv.  3.  It  is  this  water  that  makes  diis  land 
and  all  its  borders  holy.  One  part  of  this  land  is 
to  fee  for  the  fanfbuary;  that  is,  Chrifl:  ftaH  dwell 
with  his  pec^le,  and  be  Jball  be  to  them  for  a  fane^ 
tuary.  Ifaiah  viii.  14.  And  this  land  is  to  be  lor 
the  priefts,  and  for  the  houfes  of  the  priefts.  God 
hath  made  all  his  children  kings  and  priefts  unto 
himi^f}  and  in  this  holy  portion  of  the  Lord's 

land 
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)^  %he^  firf  to  l{{bovr  and  live}  ^  ^1  t3\t 

4ders  of  it  9rt,  to  be  holyi  that  i$,  God  will  water 

iwith  his  Spirit  wd  gr^ce  eyery  part  tborcof.    Ai4 

in  this  holy  land  there  t$  to  be  a  placQ  for  the  ciity; 

^nJye  Jb^m  appoint  fbe  p^(^on  of  the  ckyJiM  tboi/h 

fomipir^^^^^Qt-and-tweniy  tbp^ftmdUng.  £;&e)c* 

adv.  6.    Yqy  will  h^ve  a  full  defcriptioQ  of  this 

pty  ia  E^ekiers  laft  chapter,    Jnd  rwtd  this  ci^ 

^ty  cubit f  far  tks  fuhurk^  fbirepf    £zek.  :j^lv»  z* 

^ov>  i^  4ii»  ci^  is  the  ,church»  the  bride^  the 

t,4upnib's  .wife>  what  oan  die  fuhuiibs  of  it  be  buF 

ihe.eleft  of -God  waiting  At  tbe.g^tc9>  .watqhipg  at 

the  pofts  of  tbefe  doQiTs  i  fouls  not  yet  xepew«<t 

not  yet  laid  upon  the  foundation,  not  y^  .b^nlc  «^ 

tn  faith,  not  yet  periFodlcd  io  Ipve  ?    Thqfe  jit»  the 

fuburbs  and  the  borders  of  the  qity :  IfwiUm^ 

4iU  tby  biritrs  of  pkafmt  fimes^    The  (aint?  ,ar{p 

^ed  ib^Jtmu  of^  proiwn.    Z<^h«  ix.  i^^    Aod  jt 

is  well  Jkne^  that  the  jftqnes  pf.»  crowp  affe  ncdf 

fber  ail  of  ii.fQrt^  nor  all  of  a  fi9e»    The  bfift  ^hlt 

<hBt  I  ever  .had  of  this  fpct  of  .ftoQes  vm  in  ith^ 

Jung's  crown*  wd  in  .the  prinoe's  diadem^  both  id 

ihc  tpwcn    The  lardonj!;x»  the  chiyfoUte^  .and  thr 

chryfopiafus,  do  not  Appear  jto  ifhine  fo  bi-igbtiaA 

t$he  dumondi  the  Xapphii^>  M  the  ruby j  yet  tb^ip 

4$  a  ibinkig  luftre  in  .the«i  all;  for  if  God  ^wellf 

'jurith  the.broken  and  the  contrite  heart, \And.wifii 

them  tbtf  .tremble  at  Jii$  word,  {here  muft  be  n 

;g^ory  upon  tbeoi ;  and  this  light  .of  glory  ihinos 

lem  even  when  they  fit  in. darkac6»  ^nd  in 
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the  fhadow  of  death  j  and  fuch  fouls  fee  it  too « 
yra;  they  fee  a  great  light.  Uaiah  fx.  a*  But  odc€  - 
hiorey  and  I  have  done.  The  border  of  the  church 
does  fignify  the  glories  of  the  heavenly  country,  as 
appears  by  what  follows :  ^us  faith  the  Ltrd^  A 
nmce  was  heard  in  Ratnab^  tamentatim  ami  hitter^ 
tffeeping ;  Rachel  weeping- fir  her  children^  refufed  to 
he  camfirted  far  her  children^  becaufe  they  were  mt. 
Thusfnth  the  Lard^  Rifram  thy  vtncefrotmweepmgy  ami 
thine  efesfrmm  tears :  fir  thy  workjhall  he  rewarded^ 
faith  the  Lord:  and  they  fiaU  €im$e  again  from  the  land 
cf  the  enemy.  And  there  is  hope  in  thine  end,  faith  the 
Lard,  that  thy  children  Jball  come  again  to  their  awn  hor^ 
der.  Jer.  xxxi.  1 5 — 17.  This  prophecy  was  fulfilled 
when  Herod  flew  the  children  in  Bethlehem.  Matt: 
ii.  1 8.  Now^  the  Lord  comforts  the  daughters  of 
Rachel  with  a  promife  of  rewarding  their  work  in 
fuckling  thefe  infants.  God  tells  them  that  there 
is  hope  in  their  end»  and  that  thefe  children  that 
were  npt  alive>  but  dead  (on  which  account  thejr 
refufed  to  be  comforted),  fliould  come  again :  They 
fiall  come  again  from  the  land  of  the  enemy.  T^t 
enemy  b  deaths  and  the  land  of  die  enemy  is  the 
grave;  and  fo  it  follows :  And  there  is  hope  in  thmc; 
end,  faith  the  Lord,  that  thy  children  fiall  come  again 
to  their  own  border.  Jer.  xni.  1 7.  Now^  what  bor- . 
der  can  t^fe  dead  children  come  again  to  but  to  the 
thousand  years  reign  in  the  new  earth,  and  to  the 
border  of  the  heavenly  cx>untry  above  ?  whei«  the 
faiou^  in  white  linen^  will  outlhine  the  diamond ; 

.  and,, 
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andj  having  their  vile  bodies  changed  and  wsiflied 
in  the  blood  of  the  Lambj  they  will  outihine  the 
ruby}  in  their  golden  crowns  they  will  exceed  the 
topaz;  and,  being  alive  for  evermore,  they  (hall 
be  more  green  than  the  emerald  %  in  royal  majefty 
they  will  tranfcend  the  amethyft  y  and  their  heaven 
will  outihine  the  fapphire  with  all  its  golden  (pecks^ 
Tbeyjball  be  tmncy  fcutb  the  Lard  ofbqfts^  in  that  dof 
noben  I  make  up  tf^jnods*   MaL  iii.  1 7. 


•  t 


Sj 


THI 


(     9$2     J 


XI, 


TftE  SAI1IT*S  RIOHT>  AND  HIS  LIES  AGAINST  IT. 

I 

Sb0uU  I  lie  againjt  tny  right  ?  my  wound  is  incur akU 
without  trmfgr^ffum.     Job  xipdv,  6« 

Job  in  his  affliction  had  three  friends  which  came 
to  bemoan  him  and  to  comfort  him;  but  they 
proved  themfclves  to  be  but  miferable  comforters; 
for  th^y  foon  fall  into  vain  jangling,  and  labour  to 
prove  Job  a  bad  man,  which  they  conclude  from 
God's  feverity  with  him.  God*s  teflimony  of  Job 
isj  that  he  was  a  perfe6t  and  an  upright  man,  and 
that  he  feared  God,  and  efchewed  evil.  This  Job 
pleads  when  he  fays,  The  jujty  the  upright  man,  is 
laughed  to  /com.  Againft  this  they  argue,  J/  thou 
wert  pure  and  upright,  Jurely  new  be  would  awake 
for  tbeCy  and  make  the  habitation  of  thy  ri^hteoufnefs 
frojperous.    Job  viii.  6.      This  is  the  opinion  of 

r 

Bildad ;  and  he  enforces  it  by  infilling  that  God 

will  not  caft  awojf  a  perfeSl  man,  nor  will  he  help  the 

einl  doers.    Job  viii.  20.     Hence  he  concludes  that 

Job  is  a  caftaway^  and  therefore  cannot  be  a  per- 

feft  man ;  and  as  God  afforded  him  no  help,  he 

muft  be  an  evil  doer. 

£liph99 
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Ellphaz^  farcaftlcally  throws  Job*s  former  con-^ 
duG:  at  him,  and  insinuates  that  Job  could  not 
truft  nor  rely  upon  his  own  doftrine :  BcboU,  thou 
haft  inftruHed  many^  and  tbou  baft  ftrengtbened  tb^ 
vf^ak  bands.  Hay  words  bave  upbolden  bim  tbat  was 
fallings  and  tbou  baft  ftrengtbmed  the  feeble  knees  • 
But  now  it  is  come  upon  tbee^  and  tbou  /aint(fi$  it 
toucbetb  tbee,  and  tbou  art  troubled*  Job  iv*  3 — j^ 
Ph^fician^  heal  tbyfclfi  pradifc  now  your  former 
advice. 

Zophar  charges  Job  with  falfehood^  and  afki^ 
Sbould  tiy  lies  make  men  bold  tbeir  peace  ?  and^  wbeu 
tbou  mockeft,  ftfoU  no  man  make  tbe^  ajhamed  ?    Job 
xi.3.  Job  againft'them  all  maintains  his  integrity, 
in  which  he  is  right,  and  tells  them  that  he  knows 
that  he  (ball  be  juftified,  and  that  when  he  W2^ 
tried  that  he  fhould  come  forth  as  gold  i  and  that 
he  ibould  fee  God  for  bimfelf,  and  not  for  another; 
and  in  all  this  he  bore  no  better  witnefs  of  himfelf 
than  God.had  borne  of  him.    But  as  God  did  not 
appear  td  .deliver  him  fo  foon  as  he  expedled,  and 
being  fadly  irritated  and  provoked  by  his  friends^ 
h$  breaks  out  even  againfl:  God  himfelf,  in  which 
he  juftifies  himfelf,  but  not  God ;  This  is  one  things 
therefore  IJmd  it 9  He  d^royetb  the  perfed  and  the 
wicked*     If  the  fcourge  ftay  Juddenly^  he  wiU  laugk 
at  the  trial  (f  the  innocent.    Job  ix.  22,  flj.     That 
God  deftroys  thoie  that  are  perfect  as  well  as  the 
!Wi^kejd^  a^fd  that  perfons  who  are  innocent  when 
they  ate.trii^>  if  the  fcourge  flays  tbeio  fuddenly 
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it  is  ^ith  God  a  matter  of  laughter;  thele  are  hard 
^  and  ^bad  ipeeches^  of  which  God  complains :  Shall 
ie  that  contendeth  with  4be  Almighty  inftr-uS  bim  ?  bi^ 
that  reprovetb  God^  let  bim  anjwir  ii.  Job  xl.  2. 
Again : '  fp^U  tbou  condemn  me,  tbal  tbou  mayefi  hi 
rigbteous  ?    Job  xl.  8. 

After  a  long  contention  between  Job  and  his 
three  friendsi  Elihu  Heps  forth  as  a  moderator;  and 
a  very  flrong  impulfe  of  che  Holy  Spirit  ieems  to 
have  been  upon  him ;  for  he  tells  Job  that  he  was, 
according  to  kis  wi/h,  in  God^s  fiead.     Job  had  de- 
fired  to  reafon  with'God^  and  he  was  come  in 
God's  (lead  to  reafon  with  him.    He  highly  blames 
Job's  friends^  hecauje  tbtf  bad  found  no  anfwer,  and 
yet  bad  condemned  Job.    Job  xxxii.  3.     Elihu  be- 
lieved Job  to  be  a  good  man^  and  as  flich  he  de^ 
fired  to  juftiify  him.     He  rehearfes  many  of  Job  •« 
hard  fpeeches^  and  for  which  he  was  not  to  be 
juftified,  but  highly  to  be  blamed.    He  enforces 
the  fovereignty  of  God^  that  be  gives  mi  account  of 
any  of  his  matters.    He  rehearfes  the  various  <J€«1* 
ings  of  God  with  man,  and  the  end  that  God  aims 
'at,  to  keep  man  from  bis  furpofe,  and  to  hide  pide 
from  man,  and  to  bring  them  to  obedience  i  and 
that  if  they  obey  and  ferve  hun  they  (hall  fpend 
their  days  in  prolperity^  and  their  years  in  pleafur^. 
He  alks  Job,  Is  it  ft  to  fay  to  a  king,  Tboft  art 
wicked?  and  to  princes,  Te.are  ungodly  f    Ibw  much 
lefs  to  him  that  accept eth  net  the  perfom. of  princes  f 
Jobxxxiv.  189  19.     SbaU  be   that   batetb   tigit 

govern? 
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g^ern  ?  and  wiU  thoti  dmdemn  him  that,  is  mo^  jufi  f 
s  Job  xxxiv.  1 7*  And  for  all  thefe  hard  fpeeches 
he  charges  Job  with  rebellion :  Fpr  be  addetb  rebeU 
Urn  unto  bis  fin ;  he  clappetb  his  bands  amongft  usj 
and  muUipUetb  bis  words  againfi  God.  Job  xzxiv.jy* 

This  woi)der&l  moderator  having  filenced  Job's ' 
three  friends^  and  brought  in  fo  many  charges 
againft  Job  for  talk  and  unbecoming  words  fpoken 
againft  God,  that  he  flopped  Job's  mouth,  that  he 
had  not  a  word  co  fay,  and  therefore  makes  no  re* 
ply;  upon  which  God  came  in  as  umpire.  He 
lays  the  fame  charges  agaii^  Job  as  Elihu  hadt 
and  yet  acknowledges  that  even  Job  had  fpoken 
more  things  that  were  right  of  him  than  his  three 
friends  hadj  for  they  are  aU  charged  with  folly  i 
but  there  as  not  one  word  againft  Elihu ;  lie  has  no 
cenfure  pa0ed  upon  him.  Job's  conduffc  alfo  is 
frefcTTtd  before  all  his  friends.  They  are  ordefed 
JO  bring  their. facrifiaes  to  Job,  and  Job's  prayers 
lue  to  be  heard  sind  anfwered  in  their  behalf.  God 
heals  Job^  and  turns  his  captivity,  while  he  prayed 
^br  his  friends;  and  in  anfwer  to  JoVs  prayers  his 
friends  are  pardoned.  They  preient  an  ofiering  to 
Jdb  their  prieft,  and  God  commands  his  bleffing 
-upon  it,  and  thi^  enriches  Job;  and  Co  the  matter 
ends.     I  Ihall  now  return  to  my  text. 

Shoul(f  I  lie  againfi  my  right  ?  dec.  Man,  when 
God  made  him,  was  a  happy  and  a  ble^ed  Qri^a- 
ture.  All  things  were  .given  to  him>  and  he  was 
•to  h^ive  doaunion  over  all  other  creatures ;  but  he 

finned, 
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fiAnedj  and  forfeited  all;  fb  that,  ftrifUy  fpeakio^ 
lie  has  no  right.co  any  one  thing  but  the  fentence 
of  death.  The  day  tbau  uieft  thereof^  tbcu  ftuUi  furelf 
die.  He  did  eat ;  and  therefore  this  ientence»  in 
all  its  meaning,  and  the  execution  of  it,  is  man's 
righti  and  this  is  all  that  he  has  any  rig^t  to  by  the 
tenor  of  a  covenant  of  works. 

But  God  has  appointed  us  another  head,  a  fecond 
Adam^  and  proclaimed  him  to  us  as  our  cverlaft^ 
ing  Father  %  and  he  has  redeemed  us>  and  reftorcd 
us  again  to  the  divine  favour.  And  many  won* 
derail  things  has  God  given  to  us  in  him ;  and 
whatfbever  God  hath  given  to  us  is  our  right ;  for 
nothing  can  be  freer  than  gifts ;  and  what  is  given 
me  I  have  a  right  to  inherit.    And, 

I.  ^He  has  (H-omifed  the  kingdom  of  God  to  all 
diem  that  are  poor  in  ipirit :  ^JJid  are  the  po9r  m 
Jpirit:  fir  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  God.  A  man 
truly  poor  in  foul  is  a  debtor  that  needs  a  furety  % 
a  ftarving  foul,  like  the  prodigal,  that  wants  bread, 
and  begs  it;  a  naked  foul,  that  hungers  after 
righteoufitcis.  He  is  weary,  and  wants  a  refting- 
place;  and  he  is  chafed  out  of  all  confidence  in  the 
flefli,  and  expofed  to  the  wrath  of  God ;  and  therCr 
fore  he  wants  a  refuge,  a  Ihelter,  and  a  dwelling-- 
place. He  has  neither  good  word  nor  good  work 
to  plead ;  and  therefore  becomes  a  pauper  on  a 
throne  of  grace,  and  relies  wholly  on  the  mercy  of 
God  in  Chrift  Jefus.  This  is  the  poor  and  needy 
man.    To  this  man  God  proitiifes  the  kingdom ; 

and 
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«nd  this  man  has  many  adverfaries.  But  God 
takes  his  part ;  /  knofv  that  the  Lord  fviti  mahOam 
$be  caufg  of  ibi  affliaed^  and  the  right  of  the  poor. 
Si$reiy  tbf  righteous  Jhall  give  thanks  to  thy  namei 
the  upright  JhaU  dwell  in  thy  prefence^  Pfalixi  cxl. 
I  a,  13.  The  right  of  the  poor  in  fpirit  is  the 
kingdom  of  God ;  to  the  poor  it  is  promifed,  and 
the  poor  are  the  heirs  of  it  ^  and  to  the  poor  the 
promiie  of  God  fecures  it*  The  caufe  of  a  jufl: 
man  is  his  fonfliip.  He  that  believeth  is  a  child 
of  God>  manifelH/  fo,  by  faith.  Againft  this  high 
chara^er  and  title  the  devil  and  finners  labour 
bard,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  deviPs  ifs  and  buts 
which  he  brought  to  Chrift  when  he  tompeed 
him  in  the  wildernefs :  If  thou  he  the  Son  of  God^ 
fommand  thefe  ftones  to  be  made  bread.  Upon  this 
head  the  Jews  charge  him  with  blalphemy;  to 
Which  Chriil  replies.  Say  ye  ofUm^  whom  the  Father 
bath  JanSified^  and  fent  into  the  worlds  Thou  hlaf 
fbemefti  becaufe  Ifaid^  I  am  the  Son  of  God?  John 
X56.  This^they  throw  at  him  mod  blafphemoufly 
when  on  the  crofs :  Hefaved  others j  himfelf  he  can* 
not  fave.  If  he  be  the  king  of  IfraeU  let  him  nov> 
come  down  from  the  crofSy  and  we  will  believe  him. 
He  tpufied  in  God\  let  him  deliver  him  now,  if  he  wiU 
have  him :  for  be  faid,  I  am  the  Son  of  God.  Matt, 
xxvii,  42,  43,  And  againft  the  fonlhip  of  the 
feints  Satan  labours  with  all  his  might;  and  in, 
making  this  matter  dear  and  furc  to  ^s  every  di- 
hnM  pcrfon  i^  the  ever-bleflfcd  Trinity  is  concerned, 

God 
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God  makes,  it  plain  by  (hedding  abroad  his  love  m 
our  hearts^  and  declaring  thac  ti  thai  lovetb  is  bom 
of  God,  and  knowitb  God.  Chrift  makes  it  manifeft 
to  us  upon  our  receiving  him  and  believing  on 
him  I  for  to  them  that  receive  him  and  believe  on 
his  name,  to  them  he  gives  power  to  become  the 
Tons  of  God ;  and  again,  Ti  are  ail  the  children  ef 
God  by  faitb  in  Chrift  Je/us.  The  Holy  Ghoft  alfo 
cries  Abba,  Father,  and  bears  his  witneis  with  our 
ipirits  that  we  are  the  children  of  God.  Our  heir* 
jhip  and  inheritance. depend  upon  our  adoption ;  (o 
that  if  we  ftagger  at. our  fonfliip  we  iofe  the  com* 
fort  and  fupport  of  the.promifes;'  for,  being  fcms» 
we  are  heirs  of  promiie.  But  in  the  hour  of 
temptation,  or  when  under  ipiritual  defcrdon,  and 
when  in  the  furnace  of  afflidion,  the  old  vail  ga* 
thers  over  the  mind,  and  a  hafty  ipirit  comes  upon 
us,  at  which  times  the  ibul  is  alarmed,  affrighted^ 
and  hurried,  which  confounds  and  baffles  the  ibul^ 
fo  that  all  is  confufion>  and  We  cannot  make  a 
prdper  judgment  of  any  thing,,  and  at  fucb  a  time 
faith  is  not  in  exercife,  nor  is  the  Spirit's  witneft 
within  perceived,  nor  can  hope  or  love  be  dif- 
cerned  \  under  fuch  circumftances  Zion  concluded 
her  God  had  forfaken  her;  He^ekiah  drew  the 
fame  cpnclulion,  th^t  he  ihould  fee  his  God  no 
more  i  and  Job  alfo,  that  God  had  fealed  up  his 
iniquity  in  a  bag,  and  that  lie  would  not  hold  him 
innocent.  But  our  adoptbn  is  the  work  of  God; 
he  predeftin^ted  us  to  tb9  fidoption  of  fons.    God 
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makes  this  known  to  us>  and  fends  his  own  Spirit 
into  the  heart  to  claim  it.    Nor  will  Giod  foffer  the 
evidences  of  our  adoption  to  be  finally  obfcuredi 
nor  will  he  lofe  the  k>ye  and  filial  fear  of  his  chil*  . 
idren»  nor  fuffer  their  faith,  by  which  he  is  glorified^ 
always  to  lie  dormant.     He  purges  the  branch  in 
order  to  remove  the  fuperfluities^  that  the  union 
with  the  noble  vine  may  be  more  clofe^  and  the 
branch  be  made  more  fruitful  s  and  it  is  by ^  this 
that  God  gets  the  more  glory ;  for,  being  adopted 
and  brought  into  the  prefence  of  God,    he  will 
•mainbin  our  (landing  there.    And  this  the  pfalmift 
knew,  when  he  Md^  I  know  that  the  Lord  xoiU 
maintain  the  caufe  of  the  affli^edy  and  the  right  of  the 
poor.    Surely  ,tbe  jufi  fl>aU  give  thanks  to  thy  name ; 
the  tiprigbt  Jball  dwell  in  ihy  prefence. .  By  maintain*- 
log  the  caufe  and  the  right  of  his  faints  he  fecures 
to  liim^lf  the  thanks  of  the  juft,  and  the  company 
of  the  upright;  for  thefe  are  to  dwell  in  his  pre- 
fence.   Befides,  it  is  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  that 
we  are  made  nigh  to  God,  and  by  his  noediation 
are  we  introduced  into  God*s  prefence;  and  there* 
fore  he  will  never  caft  us  away  from  his  prefence, 
nor  take  his  holy  Spirit  from  us,  for  both  are  fe- 
cured  ^  covenant  -,  and,  to  (peak  more  plainly,  the 
.Spirit  of  God  is  his 'prefence,  as  faith  the  p(almifl', 
JVhitberfiall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit,  and  whither  JbaH 
IJIeffrom  thy  prefence. 

Moreover,  l^e  have  an  altar,  whereof  they  have 
1(0  right  to  eat  which  ferve  the  tabernacle.  Heb.  xtii«  i  o. 

This 
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This  banquet  13  intended  and  ^romifi^d  to  periih^ 

ing  fouls ;  it  is  a  feafl:  o£  &t  things,  of  marrow 

and  fatoefs,  and  of  vines  on  the  lees  well  refined 

And  the  great  trumpet  is  to  .be  blown  to  invite  the 

^e(b  to  this  fcaft »  anJ  tb^  JbaU  come^  fays  God, 

ibai  wer^  ready  /«  ferifo.    Hence  the  invitation  to 

thofe  that  were  not  worthy  was -wholly  flighted  $ 

l>ut  the  poor,  the  hah,  the  lame,  and  the  blind^ 

ivere  compelled^  and  brought  in;     This  feaft  is 

promiled  to  the  poor  and  needy ;  and  to  thefe  it  is 

ftcured  by  the  purpofe  and  promife  of  God.     And 

confiilent  with  this  does  our  gre^t  Shepherd  pn>- 

ceed  in  all  bis  offices :  AnJ  I  will  feed  the  flock  tf 

fimi^ter^  even  y<m^  O  poor  of  the  flock.  And  I  took  unto 

-ine  two  flaves;  tbe  one  I  called  Beauty,  and  the  ubmr 

i  called  Bands  I  and  I  fed  the  flock.     Three  jhepberds 

itdfo  I  cut  off  in  one  months  and  my  foul  loathed  them, 

xmd  their  foul  al/b  abhorred  me.     Then  /aid  I,  I  unU 

^ot  feed  you :  that  that  dieib,  let  it  die  s  and  that  that 

is  to  be  cut  off,  let  it  be  cut  off;  and  let  the  reft  eat 

avery  one  the  flefo  of  another.  Zech.  xi.  7^-**9.    Thus 

Jiave  we  a  right  to  this  altar ;  it  is  a  grant  from 

God  to  the  poor  and  needy,  to  which  the  otitwaixl- 

•court  worihipper  has  no  right.    And  this  feeding 

rthe  poor  of  the  flock  is  nothing  elfe  but  giving  as 

now  and  then  a  glimple  of  the  Lord's  fweet  fiicc, 

.and  a  reviving  and  refrefliing  fenfe  of  his  powerful 

prefence :  Thou  haft  granted  me  life  andfavonr^  and 

iby  vifitation  hath  pre/erved  my  Spirit.    Job  x.  1 2. 

All  the  preaching  in  the  world  will  not  feed  nor 
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fiitisfy  the  child  af  God  if  the  Lord  be  not  there* 
The  promife  of  his  prefence  being  with  his  people 
so  the  world's  end  is  their  ground  of  hope ;  hence 
k  4s  that  the  children  of  the  bridechamber  never 
feft  when  the  bridegroom  is  with  them^;  but  when 
his  prefence  is  not  enjoyed  they  are  fure  to  faft  in 
thofe  days.  Sometimes  this  feeding  is  done  by  the 
Spirit  t^ing  the  things  which  are  the  Lord's^  and 
fliowing  them  unto  us ;  but  without  the  light  of 
the  Lord's  countenance  the  things  let  forth  are  not 
feen ;  nor  are  they  felt  or  enjoyed  unlefi  attended 
with  his  life-giving  prefcnce>  for  the  Spirit  tefttfies 
of  him. 

Again :  Bkjfed  an  thty  that  do  bis  cornmoftdrnMS, 
thai  they  nu^  have  right  to  tbi  tne  of  life^  and  may 
enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the  eity.  Rer.  xxii,  14. 
Here  is  a  right  to  the  tree  of  life ;  and  fhey  have 
this  right  who  do  his  commandments.  And  tbefe 
commandments  are  not  the  commands  of  the  mo-^ 
ral  laws  for  they  that  are  of  the  works  of  the  law 
are  not  under  a  bleffing,  but  under  the  curie. 
There  is  no  one  fpiritual  bleffing  in  all  the  book  of 
God  promifed  but  to  faith ;  as  many  as  are  of  faith 
are  hkffed  woith  faithful  Abraham.  Befides,  if  they 
wbieb  be  of  the  law  be  heirs ^  faith  is  made  n)oidy  ^and 
the  promife  made  of  none  ejfeSl.  Thefe  command- 
ments are  faith  in  the  Son  of  God^  and  love  to  the 
brethren :  7his  is  God's  commandment,  That  wefiould 
believe  on  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift,  and  love  one  another^ 
as  be  ga^je  us  commandment.  And  be  that  keepetb  bis 
7  commandments 
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€&mmmd9iems  iwelUtb  in  bim^  and  h  in  bim.  And 
fiire  I  am  that  the  tree  of  life  is  already  in  the  doers 
6f  tbefe  commandments ;  for  he  tliat  believeth  is, 
pafled  from  death  unto  life,  and  fo  is  he  that  lovetlt 
his  brother.  Thefe  are  the  ble&d  doers  of  hisr 
commaadmentsi  and  thefe  have  a  right  to  the  tree 
of  life,  t9  the  leaves  of  itj  which  are  to  .heal,  and 
Co  the  fruits  of  it,  which  are  for  meat,  Ind  (ball 
enter  through  the  gates  into  the  city  s  for  they  are 
already  fellow- citizens  of  the  faints,  and  of  the 
boufehold  of  God»  And  this  xity  itfelf  is  no  other 
than  their  own  mother;  their  birth  and  their 
breafts  are  nothing  elfe  but  the  love  of  God,  the 
Spirit  of  God^  tod;Che  promifts  of  God  made  to 
the  ele£t  in  this  better  covenant^  which  is  called 
the  heavenly  Jeru&lem. 

Again :  F$r  tbe  kingdom  0/  beaven  ii  lUte  unie  a 
man  tbai  is  an  bmi/ebolder^  tubicb  went  bnt  early  im 
tbe  morning  to  bire  labourers  into  bis  vintyard.  And 
when  be  bad  agreed  witb  tbe  labourers  for  a  pew^ 
0'di^,  be  Jent  tbem  into  bis  vineyard.  And  be  went 
out  about  tbe  tbird  bour,  and/aw  otbers  ftunding  idli 
in  tbe  nwket-plaee,  and /aid  unto  tbem,  Go  ye  af/a 
into  tbe  vineyard^  and  wbatfoever  is  rigbt  I  will  give 
you.  And  tb/O  "went  tbeir  way.  Matt.  xx.  i  —  4. 
To  go  into  the  vineyard  is  t6  come  out  of  the 
world  and  go  into  the  church  at  the  call  of  God  % 
the  labour  is  that  pf  a  fpiritual  birth«  and  of  work<» 
ing  out  our  falvation  with  fear  and  tren)bling» 
bearing  the  crofs,  denying  fclf,.  holding  faft  our 
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profeffion  and  the  word  of  life j  and  following  bard 
after  God  through  evil  report  and  good  repprL 
N0W9  whatfoever  is  rights  faith  the  p^able,  1  wiU 
give  you  I  and  upon  tjiis  promife  they  went  their 
way,  exercifing  faith  -upon  his  word,  andrhoping 
•for  the  promifed  reward>  which  is  of  grace,  and 
nor  of  debt.    I  will  go  now  to  the  old  law  to  fee 
what  this  hire  is:  -Thou  fiaU  not\ofprefs ^^  hired 
JervoHt  that  is  .poor  and  needy^  pfbetberbebe  oftty 
hrethren^  cr  of.tl^  Jirangers  that  are  in  thy  J^tfd 
vnthin  thy  gates :  at  bis  day  thm  Jkalt  give  hipt  his 
JUre,  neither  JhaU  the  fun  godozmufiontti  for  he  is 
poor,  md  Jetteth  his  heart. upon  it:  left  be  cry  agftVf/l 
thee  unto  the  Lord, .  and.  ii  h  ^  unto  thee.     DeuL 
xxiv.  14,  15.    Whatever  this  penny  per  day  ixi^y 
mcan^  it  is  the  wages  of  the  kingdom.    .The  king- 
dom of  God  is  like  this  houfeholden  who  hires 
labourers  into  his  vineyard.     .The  Hjngdoi)(i  of 
God  is  the  grace  of  God,  which  is  to  reign  throi^ 
righteoufneis  unto  eternal  life.     The  labouiCT^s 
wages  are  intended  to  buy  him  food,  aivd  raiment ; 
upon  this  he  iets  his  heart.    The  grace  ^of  Ijfe^  ^ 
the  righteoufnefs  of  faithj  are  what  the  poor  and 
needy  (inner  feeks  .after.     The  Roman  penny  bore 
^  the  image  and  fuperfcriptipn .  of  Cefar  upon  it ; 
and  the  work  of  grace .  within  is  called  the  new 
man,  tobich  is  created  after  the  image  of  him  that 
created  him  in  righteoufnefs  and  Jrue  bolintfs.    And 
the  mod  lovely  feature  in*  this  image  is  charity  1 
and  every  believer  fets  his  heart  upon  this.    And 
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fure  I  am  that  the  Sun  of  righteoufneis  will  never 
go  down  upon  this  hire ;  for  at  fix  of  the  clock, 
according  to  the  parabkj  every  one  was  paid,  and 
'  every  one  received  a  penny,  the  laft  as  well  as  the 
firft;  and  this,  according  to  the  parable,  was  right; 
and  that  which  was  right  they  received :  He  pre- 
fervetb  not  the  life  of  the  wicked:  but  givetb  right  to 
the  poor.  He  witbdrawetb  not  bis  eyes  from  the 
*  rigbteous :  but  witb  kings  are  they  on  ibe  tbrone  i  yea^ 
he  doth  eftabliftf  them  for  ever^  and  they  are  exalted. 
Job  xxxvi.  6,  y.  In  this  paflagc  we  fee  the  poor 
and  needy  in  full  pofleffion  of  all  their  right  which 
God  has  granted  to  them  in  his  dear  Son  $  for  they 
are  with  kings  on  the  throne,  eflablifhed  and  exalted 
forever.  ^ 

We  have  feen  what  this  right  is,  and  who  it  is 
that  grants  us  this  right ;  in  what  way  it  comes,  and 
how  it  is  fecured ;  namely,  by  a  covenant  of  pro- 
mife:  //  is  of  faith  y  that  it  might  be  by  grace-,  to 
the  end  the  fromife  might  befure  to  all  the  feed.  Rom. 
iv.  1 6.  But,  then,  Should  I  lie  agamfi  nry  right? 
No :  I  fhould  not.  But  I  often  have,  and  fo  have 
others  alfo :  For  Job  hatbfaid^  I  am  righteous :  and 
God  hath  taken  away  my  judgmeut.  Job  xxxiv.  5. 
Now,  the  judgment  that  is  in  favour  of  a  righteous 
man,  and  that  fhould  always  be  pafTcd  upon  him, 
and  which  is  his  right  from  God,  whether  at  the 
tribunal  of  men,  or  at  the  bar  of  God  himfel^  is, 
and  fliould  be,  that  of  juflification*  This  is  the 
jufl  man's  right  at  all  tribunals,  whether  human  or 

divine. 
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divine.    If  there  be  a  controverfy  between  men^  ami 

•  ■  , 

they  come  unto  judgment^  that  the  judges  may  judge 
them^  then  thou  Jh.alt  jujiify  the  righteous ^  and  condemn 
the  wicked.  Deuc.  xxv.  i.'  Again:  If  a  man  Jin 
againfi  his  neighbour ^  and,  an  oath  be  laid  upon  him  to 
make  him  fwear,  and  the  oath  come  before  thine  altar 

^  • 

in  this  houfe :  then  hear  thou  from  heaven^  and  dq^ 
and  judge  thy  fervants^  by  requiting  the  wicked^  by 
recompenjing  his  way  upon  bis  own  head-,  and  byjujii^ 
fying  the  righteous^  by  giving  him  according  to  his 
righteoufnejs.  2  Chron.  vi.  2a>  aj.  Again :  Keep 
thee  far  from  a  falfe  matter  \  and  the  innocent  and 
righteous  flay  thou  not :  for  I  will  not  jujiify  the  wicked. 
Exod  xxiii,  7.  Here  we  fee  that  the  right  of  a 
righteous  man,  at  all  tribunals,  is  juftification  i  and 
if  this  fcntence  be  not  pafTed  upon  him  his  judg* 
ment  is  taken  away.  And  this  leads  us  to  the  true 
.  underftanding  of  that  myfterieus  paffage  in  die 
prophecy  of  Ifaiah,  as  quoted  in  the  Ads :  In  his 
humiliation  his  judgment  was  taken  away.  A6ts  viii.33. 
The  fentence  of  juftification^  which  was  due  to  him^ 
was  pafTed  upon  Barabbas  the  robber^  and  he  was 
fet  free;  and  the  fentence  of  condemnation,  due  to 
the  robber^  was  pafTed  and  executed  upon  the 
Saviour.  Every  one  who  condemns  the  juft  takes 
away  the  right  of  the  juft,  and  the  right  of  the 
poor  and  needy  •,  hence  the'  complaint,  They  are 
waxen  fat y  they  Jhine  -,  yea^  they  overpafs  the  deeds  of 
the  wicked:  they  judge  not  the  caufe^  the  cauje  of  the 
fatherUfs^  yet  they  pro/per  i  and  the  right  of  the  needy 
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i6  tbey  not  judge.  Jer.  v.  a8.  Elihu  had  pointed 
out  to  Job  that  he  Ihould  put  his  trufl:  in  the 
Lord;  and  that  God  in  due  time  would  pafs  a  true 
fentence  upon  him  and  upon  his  cafe^  and  that  to 
the  ihame  of  all  his  friends^  and  to  the  confufion 
of  the  devil  and  all  his  accomplices :  jSibough  tbou 
f(^0  tbou  Jbalt  not  fee  bim^  yet  judgment  is  before 
bsm;  tberefore  truft  tbou  in  bim.  Job  xxxv.  14. 
This  is  Elihu's  advice^  and  it  coincided  too  both 
^ith  Job's  faith  and  confcienCCj  for  he  himfelf  had 
declared  the  fame:  Bebold  now^  I bave  ordered  mf 
€aufe  i  I  know  ibat  I  JhdU  he  juftyied.  U^o  is  be 
tbat  wiUpkad  toitb  me?  Job  xiii.  it.  Moreover, 
Job  had  well  examined  himfelf  and*  his  ftatCj  and 
could  appeal  to  God  for  a  confirmation  of  his  \n* 
ttgntyi  and  he^had  the  teftimony  of  God  himfelf 
that  he  was  perfeA  and  upright,  that  he  feared 
God,]and  efchewed  evil.  And  a  brighter  teflimoily 
cannot  be  given  to  poor,  frail,  imperfeft  men, 
however  graeious  they  may  be.  And  upon  this 
footing  Job  ityled  himfelf  to  be  what  God  had  de* 
clared  concerning  him :  7  am  as  one  mocked  of  bis 
neigbbour^  wbo  calletb  upon  God,  and  be  anfweretb 
bim.  ^bejuft,  uprigbt  man  is  laugbed  to  Jcom.  Job 
xil4.  Kow,  againfl:  this  exprefs  teftimony  of 
God  in  Job's  behalf;  againft  the  honelt  and  true 
confefllon  of  Job  himfelf;  againft  the  inward  telti- 
mony  of  die  Holy  Spirit ;  againft  all  light  and 
knowledge;  agiainft  the  Verdi  A  of  his  own  thoughts; 
againft  the  decifion  of  his  own  confcience;  againft 

his 
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his  own  former  praftice  as  a  roagiftrate  (Jobj  agtk 
chapter) ;  and  againft  all  found  reafon ;  he  no  left 
than  twice  lies  againft  his  right ;  and  he  brings  it 
IB  by  way  of  an  oathj  and^  as  it  were,  fwears  by 
God:  Moreover,  Joi  continued  bis  paraile^and/aidj^s 
God  liyetb^  who  baib  taken  aivay  my  judgment ;  a?fd 
tbe  Almigbty,  wba  batb  vexed  my  Joul\  all  tbe  wbiU 
mf  kreatb  is  in  me,  and  tbejfirit  of  God  is  in  mf 
nqfirHs^  mf  lips  JbaU  not  Jpeak  wickednefs,  nor  nry 
tongue  utter  deceit.  Job  xxvii.  i — ^4,    I  think  there 
is  wickednefs  enough,  and  falfehood  too,  in  this, 
very  fpeech,  notwithftanding  the  oath  with  which 
it  is  prefaced.     And  here  we  fee  the  wonderful 
confcientioufnefs  of  Job,  that  though  the  Almighty 
had  deprived  him  of  his  right,  and  taken  away  his 
judgment,  and  vexed  his  foul  by  fo  doing,  yet  hc 
would  be  far  from  fuch  an  examples  for  all  the 
time  his  breath  was  in  him  he  would  not  ipeak 
wickedneis,  nor  (hould  his  tongue  utter  deceit. 
Job  has  this  heavy  charge  brought  againft  him  by 
£lihu :  For  Job  batb  Jaidy  1  am  righteous :  and  God 
batb  taken  away  my  judgment.    Job  xxxiv.  5,     This 
is  lying  againft  our  right.    But  I  have  no  call  to 
look  into  the  fcriptures,  nor  any  where  elfe,  for  I 
have  found  more  of  this  fort  of  lying  in  my  own 
heart  than  ever  I  found  in  the  infirmities  of  Bible 
faints,  or  in  the  mouth  and  heart  of  all  my  neigh- 
bours put  them  all  together. 

But  to  proceed.    Job  npt  only  lied  againft  hii 
right  to  the  fcntcnce  of  juftificadon^  which  at  his 
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delivery  God  granted  to  him,  but  he  lied  againft 
his  right  at  the  bar  of  God  in  the  future  judgment: 
For  now  thou  number :ft  my  fteps\  doji  tbou  not  watch 
over  my  fin  ?     My  tranjffrejjion  is  Jealed  up  in  a  bag^ 
and  tbou  Jew  eft  up  mine  iniquity.    Job  xiv.  i6,  17. 
Again :  /  am  afraid  of  all  my  forr  w,  /  know  that 
thou  will  not  hold  me  innocent.    Job  ix.  a8.     He  der 
Jlroyelh  the  perfect  and  the  wicked.  Job  ix.  aa.    Thus 
Job  lied  againft  his  right  in  the  judgment  which 
God  promifes  to  his  children  upon  every  fiery 
trial;  as  the  Holy  Spirit  declares:  Commit  thy  way 
unto  the  Lord\  truft  in  him,  and  he  Jhall  bring  it  to 
fnfs :  and  he  Jhall  bring  forih  thy  righteoufnejs  as  the 
light,    and  thy  judgment   as   the  noon-day    (Pfalm 
xxxvii.  5,  6)i  yea,  this  is  fecurcd  by  the  covenant: 
No  weap  n  that  is  formed  againft  thee  Jhall  projper ; 
and  every  tongue  that  Jhall  rife  againft  thee  in  judgment 
'  tbou  Jhal:  condemn.     This  is  the  heritage  of  the  fer-^ 
vanfs  of  the  Lord-,  and  their  rigbteoufnefs  is  of  me, 
Jauh  tie  Lord.    Ifaiah  liv.  17.      And  to  this  the 
faith  of  the  church  fubfcribes,  when  fhe  fays.  He 
will  bring  me  forth  to  the  light,  and  I  Jhall  behold  his 
r]gh:eouJnJs.     But  then  it  may  be  objefted.  Where 
is  the  judgment  of  the  martyrs  ?     And  it  may  alfo 
be  objected,  Where  is  the  judgment  of  the  Son  of 
God,  for  he  was  condemned  being  innocent  ?    To 
both  which  I  anfwer,  that  though  he  was  con- 
demned in  the  flclh,  yet  he  was  juflified  in  the 
Spirit,  both  by  iiis  rcfurredion,  and  in  the  hearts, 
and  by  the  faith,  of  all  his  followers.    And  at  the 
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dcftruftion  of  Jcrufekm  judgment  was  given,  to  - 
him ;  wrath  came  upon  them  to  the  'Utterm<^  $ 
and  the '  angel  Gabriel  tells  Daniel  that  Mefiiah's 
death  fhould  go  before,  and  the  Jews'  deftru^iion 
ihould  be  an  inevitable  confequence  of  it:  And 
iffer  three/core  and  two  wteks  Jhall  Meffiah  be.  cut  off^ 
tut  not  for  him/elf:  and  the  people  of  the  [Roman) 
prince  that  Jhall  come  JbaU  dejhroy  the  city^  and  tbi 
JanSluaryi  and  the  end  thereof  JbaU  be  with  a  floods 
and  unto  the  end  of  the  war  defotatUms  are  determined.  . 
Dan.  ix.  26,  orj. 

And  as  for  the  judgment  of  the  faints  that  fuf- 
fer?d  martyrdom,  their  prayers  lie  yet  at  the  foot 
of  the  altar,  which  were  put  up  when  they  were 
offered :  And  when  he  bad  opened  the  fifth  Jeal^  If  aw 
under  the  altar  the  fouls  of  them  that  were  Jlain  for 
the  word  of  Gody  and  for  the  teJHmony  which  they 
held:  and  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice ,  faying^  How 
longi  O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  dojt  thou  not  judge  and , 
avenge  our  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth? ^ 
And  white  robes  were  given  unto  every  one  of  them 
[this  is  their  juftification  and  wedding-robe  before 
God] ;  and  it  was  faid  unto  tbem^  that  they  Jhould 
rejl  yet  for  a  little  feafon,  until  their  feUow-fervants 
alfo,  and  their  brethren,  that  Jhould  be  kiUed  as  they 
were,  Jhould  be  fulfilled.  Rev.  vi.  9 — 11.  The 
prayers  of  thefe  departed  fouls,  which  were  offered 
up  to  God  when  they  died,  are  left  at  the  foot  of 
the  altar,  which  is  Chrift ;  and  the  time  will  come 
when  their  judgment,  which  was  taken  away  by 

T  ^  men, 
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xneii^  will  be  given^  uiito  them  by  God }  and  fo  it 

is  written,  I  beheld^  and  the  Jame  born  made  war 

witb  the  faints^  And  frevdikd  agrinft  them  i  untU  ibi 

Armeni  rf  days  came,  and  judgment  was  given  to  the 

faints  rf  the  mefi  High ;  and  the  time  <amt  that  the 

Jdbfts pjejfed  the  kingdom,    Dan,  vii.  2  ij  22.     The 

New  Teftamenc  records  it  thus  :•  And  the  nations 

were  angry j  and  thy  wrath  is  comet  Md  the  time  rf 

the  dead  that  they  Jbould  be  judged^  and  that  thou 

Jbonldji  grife  reward  unto  thy  Jervanis  the  prophetSy 

and  to  the  Jaints^  and  them  that  fear  thy  nasne,  fmoB 

and  great  I  and  Jbduldeft  defirey  U>em  which  defiroy 

the  earth.    Rev.  xi.  i8.     k  was  a  long  time  before 

the  dying  prayer  of  Zechariah  was  anfwered ;  but 

he  left  it  at  the  foot  of  the  altar  with  his  laft  breath : 

And  ibi  Sfprii  of  God  came  upon  Zechariah,  the  fam 

of  Jehoiada  the  prieft,- which  ftood  above  the  people^ 

and  faid  unto  them,  Thus  faith  God,  IFhy  tranfgrefs 

ye  the  commandments  of  the  Lotd,  that  ye  cannot  prof^ 

per  ?    Becaufeye  have  fotfaken  the  Lord,  he  bath  eifo 

forfaken  you.     And  they  coHfpred  agait^  him,-  entd 

ftonfd  him  with  ftones^  at  the  cofHmdndtnent  of  the 

hng.  in  the  court  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.    And^  when 

he  died,  hefaidy  The  Lord  look  upon  its  ^nd  require  f/«r 

4  Chron.  itxiv.  %o — *%2.     Thefe  very  dying  words 

eur  Lord  takes  notice  of^  and  promifes  a  full  an«^ 

fwer  to  them :  That  the  blood  rf  all  the  prophets^ 

^bicb  wasfhedfTi^m  the  foundation  rftbe  ntforlds  map 

h  repiired  of  this  generation  -,  fi'$m  the  blood  of  Abel 

mo  tU  kkod  of  Zaeharins^  wUeb  perijhed  between 

the 
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ibe  altar  and  the  temple  :^  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  it 
fiail  be  required  of  this  generation.  Luke  xi.  50>  5 1. 
Thus  the  promifed  judgment  of  the  poor  and  needy 
is  fure  to  be  given  to  the  faints  of  the  Moft  Highs 
this  is  their  promifed  right.  But  Job  Ued  againft 
it;  both  againft  the  prefent  judgment,  and  the 
judgment  to  come. 

But  again :  the  right  of  all  believers^  from  the 
C^undation  of  the  world,  is  eternal  liie.  It  is  the 
eternal  ftatute  of  the  Lord  of  hofts>  that,  the  jufi 
man  JhaU  live  hy  bis  faitb  \  hence  it  is  faid,  that  as 
many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal  life  believed.  And 
the  ftrong  believer  has  this  life  in  Chrift  by  faith; 
the  weak  believer  has  it  in  Chrift  by  hope;  hence 

,  hope  is  called  a  lively  hope  $  and  the  word  of  life 
is  the  bafis  of  hope  :  Remember  tby  word  unto  thy 

fervant,  upon  wbicb  tbou  bajl  caufed  me  to  hope.  And 
what  word  was  that  ?  why,  the  promife  of  life : 
l!bis  is  my  comfort  in  my  affliSlion :  for  thy  word  balb 
quietened  me.  But  Job  lied  againft  this  alfo :  The 
wafers  wear  tbeftones:  tbou  wajbeji  away  the  things 
wbicb  grow  out  of  the  duft  of  the  earth  i  and  thou  de^ 

firoyefi  the  hope  rfman.  Job  xiv.  1 9,  If  his  hope 
was  deftroyed,  then  he  could  be  in  no  better  ftate 
than  the  poor  heathens,  who  were  without  God,  and 
having  no  hope  in  the  world.  And  for  fuch  hope-, 
lefs  fouls  there  can  be  no  falvation ;  for  we  are 

faved  by  hope.     Rom.  viii.  24. 

Again:  Job  certainly  had  a  right  to  the  kingdom 
of  God  i  for  we  are  fons  of  God  by  faith  j  and  if 

fons^ 
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fons,  then  heirs ;  for  the  kingdom  of  God  is  fct 
up  irt  the  hearts  of  all  believers  j  and  the  empire  of 
grace  within  is  to  reign  till  it  waft  the  foul  into 
glory.  There  is  a  glorious  kingdom :  we  fhall  reign 
for  ever,  even  in  heaven.  And  Job  was  a  found 
believer,  for  he  believed  in  his  heart  unto  right- 
eoufnefs,  and  had  with  his  mouth  made  confeflion 
unto  falvation  :  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  livetb^  and 
that  be  Jhall  ftand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth  : 
and  though  after  my  Jkin  worms  dejlroy  this  body^  yet 
in  my  Jlejh  Jhall  I  fee  God:  whom  I  Jhall  fee  for  myfelf 
and  mine  eyes  fhall  beholdy  and  not  another ;  though  my 
reins  be  confumed  within  me.    Job  xix.  25 — 27. 

Moreover,  the  kingdom  of  God  was  furc  to  Job 
by  the  teftimony  of  God  himfelf.  God  had  borne 
witnefs  to  Job  that  he  was  a  perfcft  and  an  up- 
right man,  one  that  feared  God,  and  efchewcd 
evil,  and  that  there  was  none  like  him  in  all  the 
earth.  Now,  according  to  this  teftimony,  he  had 
a  right  to  the  kingdom  j  for  the  reward  is  pro- 
mifed  to  God's  fervants,  the  prophets,  and  to  the 
faints,  and  to  them  that  fear  God,  fmall  and  great. 
Rev.  xi.  18.  But  Job  lied  againft  this  branch  of 
his  right ;  for  he  concluded  that  God  viewed  him 
as  his  enemy :  Wherefore  hidefi  thou  thy  face  from 
me,  and  holJeJl  trie  for  thine  enemy  ?  Job  xiii.  24. 
Now  heaven  is  not  intended  for  enemies ;  all  that 
dwell  in  thofe  blifsful  manfions  are  called  God's 
friends  and  neighbours ;  And  when  he  cometb  home, 
Ipe  calleth  together  bis  friends  and  neighbours,  faying 

unt$ 
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unto  ibem,  Rejoice  with  me;  for  I  have  found  my  Jheef  - 
which  was  lojl.  Luke  xvi.  6.  He  concludes  it 
from  my  text  alfo,  My  wound  is  incurable  without 
tranfgreffion.  If  there  was  no  cure  for  his  wound 
he  could  have  no  part  in  the  health  and  cure  of 
the  great  Phyfician^  and  if  the  broken  heart  be 
not  bound  up,  nothing  can  enfue  but  remedilefs 
grief  and  defperate  forrow.  Ifaiah  xvii.  1 1 •  Job 
concludes  it  from  the  common  deftruftion  whidi 
he  fuggefts  would  be  made  of  all  without  excep- 
tion :  ^his  is  one  thi^g,  therefore  I /aid  ity  He  de* 
^rcyeth  the  ferfe£l  and  the  wicked.  Job  xix.  22.  In 
this  common  flaughter  who  can  eTcape  ?  lit  prc- 
difts  alfo  the  difmal  end  that  he  (hould  make;  not 
in  the  enjoyment  of  perfeft  day,  or  \n  the  realms 
of  ineffable  light,  but  the  rcverfc  of  all  this :  Are 
not  my  days  few  ?  ceafe  then,  and  let  me  alone,  that  I 
may  take  comfort  a  little,  before  I  go  whence  I  fhall 
not  return,  even  to  the  land  of  darknefs,  and  the  fha^ 
d^w  of  death ;  a  land  of  darknefs,  as  darknefs  itfelfi 
and  of  the  fiadow  of  death,  without  arty  order,  and 
ivhere  the  light  is  as  darknefs.  Job  x.  20 — 22. 
Thefe  difmal  regions  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  with- 
out order,  and  where  the  light  is  as  darknefs,  is 
ten  times  worfe  than  the  grave,  and  can  be  no 
other  than  hell  itfelf;  for  as  for  the  grave,  Job 
(peaks  pleaiantly  of  that :  There  the  wicked  ceafe 
from  troubling  5  and  there  the  weary  he  at  reft.  There 
the  prif oners  refl  together  i  they  bear  not  the  voice  of 
she  opprejfor.  The  /mall  and  great  ar^  there; 
4  and 
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OMd  tbi  Jervant  is  free  from  bis  maj^<r.    Job  ai. 
17—19. 

Bia  Jbeuld  I  lie  againft  my  rigbiT  No^  I 
ihould  not.  And  fure  I  am  that  none  but  the 
devil  would  iet  us  at  it.  But  why  is  it  called  ly* 
ing  ?  Why,  becaufe  there  is  no  truth  in  its  for  not 
one  thing  fpoken  in  this  unbelieving  and  pervcrfe 
way  ever  came  to  pafs^  but  ail  fell  to  the  ground* 
Furthermore,  it  is  called  lying,  becaufe  Job  did 
not  in  his  heart  believe  one  word  of  this  when  his 
lips  muttered  iti  for  Job's  faith  and  confeflion 
contr^dift  the  whole  of  it :  /  know  I  Jball  be  jufii^ 
fed.  I  jball  fee  God  for  my/elf  He  alfo  JbaU  be  my 
Jahation :  for  an  hypocrite  Jball  not  confe  before  bim 
(Job  xiii.  16) ;  and,  JVben  be  balb  tried  me  I  JbaU 
erne  forth  as  gold.  All  this  was  fpoken  in  (kith, 
and  by  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  all  ihis  came  to  pafs ; 
but,  as  for  all  the  reft,  he  did  not  believe  one  word 
of  it  when  he  fpoke  it,  but  fpoke  it  in  anger  and 
rebellion.  It  is  called  lying,  becau(e  it  was  con- 
trary to  his  own  fpiritual  knowledge.  He  knew 
that  God  had  borne  witnefs  of  him,  and  he  k«cw 
that  bis  name  ftood  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life : 
jflfo  now,  beboldy  my  witnefs  is  in  beaven,  and  my  re* 
eord  is  on  bigb.  Job  xvi.  1 9.  He  knew  alio  that 
he  had  the  love  of  God  (bed  abroad  in  his  heart, 
which  is  that  charity  that  n^ver  fails:  Buiyefiotdd 
Jayy  Why  ferfecute  we  bim,  feeing  tbe  root  of  tbc 
matter  is  found  in  me  ?  Job  xix^  iS.  SboalS  J  lie 
agednft  my  right?  No,  you  fhould  not^  and  none 
7  but 


(    285    ) 

but  Satan  Would  fet  you  at  it.  It  is  called  lying, 
becaufe  Job  fpoke  contrary  to  his  own  confcicncc 
Every  good  man  is  confcious  to  himfclf  of  his  own 
tiprightneis ;  and  fo  was  Job :  My  foot  bath  btid 
bis  Jieps ;  bis'  tvay  bav€  I  kepf,  and  not  declined. 
Neither  bave  I  gone  back  from  the  commandment  of 
bis  Hps  J  /  bave  efteemed  the  words  of  bis  moutb  more 
ebon  my  necejary  food.  Job  xxiii.  ii,  12.  Hence 
it  appears  that  Job  fpoke  contrary  to  his  (kith, 
contrary  to  his  better  knowledge,  and  contrary  to 
his  own  confcience ;  and  this^  in  plain  Englilh,  is 
downright  lying.  And  there  is  not  a  little  of  this 
Icandalous  trade  carried  on  to  this  day  among  God's 
people,  efpecially  the  convifted  foul  when  in  legal 
bondage,  and  the  believer  when  in  the  furnace  of 
affllAion.  The  awakened  foul  in  his  chains,  though 
at  the  lame  time  equipped  with  a  firm  hope,  will 
bring  forth  his  innumerable  fears  and  doubts,  and 
rcprefent  them  ten  times  worfe  than  he  either  feels 
them  or  fears  them ;  and  if  he  has  got  treafured  up 
in  his  own  mind  ten  promifes,  and  a  thoufand 
tokens  for  good,  he  will  keep  all  thefe  back,  ex- 
cept you  prefs  him  dole,  and  Iqueeze  them  out  of 
his  heart.  And  what  is  this  for  ?  Why  do  they 
keep  back  part  of  the  price  ?  Why,  this  is  done 
to  .move  the  bowels  of  mercy,  and  to  excite  your 
pity;  and  one  half  they  complain  of  they  do  not 
believe ;  and  though  they  make  their  cafe  Angular 
and  dcfperate,  they  can  fee  through  a  hypocrite, 
I  and  ccnfure  him  highly;  and  many  that  fcem  high 
'  in 
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m  profefiion  they  envy  not^  but  pfrefer  their  own 
ilate  much  before  theirs.     But  Co  it  is  when  in  the 

.  furnace,  though  we  know  it  is  for  our  good  -,  and 
experience  tells  us  it  ever  has  been  fo ;  yet  enmity 
IS  fo  inflamed,  hardnels  of  heart  and  the  perverfe- 
ne(s  of  our  wills  fo  averfe.  to  the  crofs,  and  we 

.  are  fo  mortified  at  being  (tripped  of  peace  and  com- 
fort, that  our  anger  refents  it,  and  we  ieek  to  be 
avenged  on  the  Lord  himfelf  for  his  fatherly  anger; 
and  we  keep  back  all  that  we  believe,  and  bring 
forth  that  which  we  do  not  believe :  and  thus  our 
lips  fpeak  lies,  and  our  tongue  mutters  perverfenels. 
Reader,  when  thou  art  going  to  carry  thy  complaints 
to  thy  fellow  Chriftian,  bring  forth  all  the  beft  as 
well  as  the  worft,  and  alk  thyfelf  whether  thou  be- 
lieved all  thefe  evident  tokens  of  perdition  which 
thou  art  going  to  bring  forth,  and  whether  con- 
fcience  will  put  her  amen  to  thy  complaining  ora- 
tion; and  if  not,  depend  upon  it  that  thou  art  going 

,  on  with  tliis  old  curfcd  trade  of  lying.  But  I  muft 
drop  a  few  words  on  the  fecond  part  of  my  texts 

My  wound  is  incurable  without  tranfgreffion.    Job's 
wound,    ftridtly  fpeaking,  was  occaGoned  by  the 

.  exhibition  of  the  law  to  Job's  mind,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  it  to  Job's  confcience,  which  difcovers 
our  (in.  Paul  calls  it  the  handwriting  that  is  againft 
us,  and  contrary  to  us;  and  of  this  Job  complains: 
fVtlt  tbou  break  a  leaf  driven  to  and  fro  ?  and  wilt 
tbou  purfue  the  dry  fiubble  ?  For  thou  wrttefl  hitter 
things  againft  me,  and  makeji  me  to  fojfefs  the  iniquities 

of 
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€fmy  youth.  Thou  putieft  myfeeLalfo  in  the  ftocks^  and 
lookeft  narrowly  unto  all  my  paths.  Job  xiii.  25 — 27, 
A  fight  of  fin,  and  even  of  the  fins  of.  his  youth, 
appeared  in  this  handwriting;  and  lad  bondage  al« 
ways  attends  it;  of  which  Job  cotnplains  when  he 
calls  his  bondage  the  ftocks ;  and  as  the  law  lays 
open  all  our  evil  ways,  Job  complains  of  God's 
looking  narrowly  to  all  his  paths. 

Another  part  of  Job's  inward  wound  was,  the 
terrors  of  the  law,  which  terrify  the  foiil  with  fears 
of  future  judgment;  and  thefe  are  attended  with 
cutting  rebukes,  reproofs,  and  the  piercing  fcntence 
of  the  law :  For  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within 
me^  the  poijon  whereof  drinketb  up  myfpirit :  the  ter^-^ 
rors  of  God  dofet  thernf elves  in  array  againfl  me^  Job 
vi.  4.  Job  was  forely  aflTaulted  with  the  blafphemous 
fuggeftions  and  fiery  darts  of  Satan;  befidcs  the 
hard  treatment  of  his  friends,  the  lois  of  property 
and  family,  and  the  fore  afflidions  of  body  which 
he  laboured  under;  and,  if  what  the  Jews 
aflert  be  true,  that  Job  was  feven  years  in  this  fur- 
nace, it  was  a  long,  a  fliarp,  and  a  grievous  trial ; 
but  it  ended  glorioufly.  Now  this  wound  was  in- 
curable. So  fays  carnal  reafon,  fo  fays  unbelief,  and 
fo  fay  the  lips  of  thofe  that  lie  againft  their  right. 
And  this  incurable  wound  waainflifted  without  any 
tranfgreflion  as  the  procuring  caiife  thereof.  This 
Job  contradifls  himfelf :  Thou  makefi  me  to  pojfefs 
the  iniquities  of  my  youth.  Job  xiii.  26.  Again :  / 
hav e finned  \  what  floall  I  do  unto  thee^  0  thou  pre/erver 

of 
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rfmenf  Job  vit.  ao.  Various  are  the  voices  ia  this 
book ;  uobcltef^  canial  reaibn^  defperation^  and  m* 
fiamed  wrath^  have  thdr  voices ;  faiths  conrcienoe» 
«id  truth,  have  their. voices  alfo.  But  all  that  has 
been  advanced  by  iofidelttf,  anger,  or  blind Yeafon, 
at  the  grand  trial  is  pnt  to  filence,  and  falls  all  to 
the  ground  i  hxx%  not  one  wpid  i|>oken  by  the  Spirir, 
not  one  word  ipokea  in  faith,  and  with  die'tefti- 
tnony  of  oonfcience,  but  what  is  highly  honoured 
*and  fulfiUedj  to  the  gk>ry  of  Godj  and  to  the  oomfore 
<>fJob. 


CHARITY 
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XII. 

CHARITY    DESCRIBED    IN    ITS  FOUNtAIN,     IN   ITS 
CHAi«NBL»   AND    IN    UTS    STREAMS. 


And  above  aB  thefe  things  put  on  charity,  zvhicb  is 
the  hand  of  perfeSnefs.    CoL  iiL  14. 


All  that  I  have  ever  read  upon  this  myfterioos 
fubjeft  of  charity^  jboth  in  ancient  and  in  modern 
produdions,  and  all  that  1  have  ever  heard  upon 
it  from  the  pulpit,  or  among  the  faints  of  God» 
fcrved  only  to  leave  me  juft  where  I  was  5  I  never 
could  copnc  to  a  right  underftanding  of  it^  fo  as  to 
be  fatisfied  about  it,  and  fetded  in  it.  I  found 
many  that  were  in  the  poflfeflion'  of  it,  and  in  the 
cnjojitient  of  it,  but  they  could  give  no  confident 
account  of  it.  I  once  went  to  a  prayer-meeting, 
where  a  company  of  young  men  met  to  pray  and 
.  expound  the  Scriptures,  and  charity,  with  the  pro« 
j)erties  of  it,  fa  fully  fet  forth  in  i  Cor.  13th  chaptef^ 
was  the  fubjeft  that  was  to  be  exppunded  that 
nights  and  feveral  fpoke  upon  it,  but  they  knew 
nothing  of  it^  cither  in  heart  or  in  head. 

U  '  Many 


(     *90    ) 

Many  glorious  things  are  fpoken  of  this  gofpel 
grace  in  the  holy  Scriptures ;  and,  as  liberality  to  the 
poor  is  ftrongly  enforced  and  highly  comoiended 
in  the  word  of  God^  many  have  miftaken  this  grace^ 
and  imagined  that  it  fignifies  almfgiving ;  and  to 
fuch  Paul,  in  his  account  of  charity,  has  proved  a 
llu'mbling-block,  when  he  fets  charity  aboire  aH 
minifterial  a/id  miractiloifs  gifts  and  operations,  and 
even  above  all  the  liberality  of  men,  faying.  Though 
I /peak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels^  and  have 
not  charity,  I  am  become  as  founding  brajSy  or  a  tinkling 
cymbal.  *  And  though  t  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  aud 
underjiand  all  myjieries^  and  all  knowledge ;  and  though 
1  have  all  faith,  fo  that  I  could  remove  mountains, 
and  have  not  charity  ^  I  am  nothing.  Akd  though  I 
'befiow  ail  my  goods  to  feed  the  pdor,  and  thdugh  1  give 
inybody  to  be  Burned,  a^td  have  net  charity,  it  phfieth 
'me  nothing,  i  Cor.  xiii.  1-T-3.  Theti  they  alk,  Jf 
giving  all  6ne*s  goods  to  feed  the  poot  be  not  cha*- 
rity>  whit  is  ^     Charity  is  a  gift  fro/n  G6d :  -fit^rjr 

* 

good  gift  and  every  ^etfeSi  gifi  is  frtfm  aboire,  and 
co'meth  dozen  from  the  Father  of  lights,  wHh  tobofn  is 
no  varidbknefs,  Neither  fhadow  of  turning.  Jamc!s 
J.  1 7,  Charity  is  one  of  God^  *good  and  pcrfeft 
gifts,  as  appears  from  Paul's  advice  and  counlel  tb 
the  Corinthiahs:  But  covet  earneftly  the  t^  gifts: 
andyetfhew  I  unto  you  amo^e  exceSent  why.  PoUrbf 
'after  charity,  ^he  hitt  gift  that  ever  Was  br  cvftr 
will  be  given  to  men  is  the  Lord  Jcffus  Chrift ;  aiiti 
the  next  is  the  moft  holy  knd  evcr%leflcd  Spirit  of 

God. 


God.  The  next  gift  is  eternal  life,  which  is  God*s 
^gift  to  us  in  Chrift,  and  comes  to  us  by  the  Spirit. 
The  gift  of  an  everlafting  righteoufiiefs  ( Roni«v.  1 7^^ 
is  a  moft  invaluable  and  wonderful  gifcj  and  fo  is 
charity.     Tbefe  are  the  bcft  gifts. 

The  fountain  of  charity  is  God ;  he  is  ibe  foun^ 
lain  of  living  waters  (Jer.  ii.ij);  and  charity  ii  tbfg 
river  <f  fkafures  ttiat  flows  from  that  fbunti^n,  and 
is  no  leis  than  the  lelf-movmg,  free,  fbvereifi;n9  difcri- 
mioating,  and  everlaftiog  love  of  God  to  the  fons  of 
men^  iet  upon  us  in  Chrifl:  Jefus.  This  the  Son  of 
God  &w  in  eternity;  this  the  Son  of  God  highly  ap- 
proved ;  ^ith  this  he  cloled^  and  that  with  all  the 
Jbve  of  his  d^ity^  and  undertook  for  us,  which  fe- 
cured  this  love  to  us  in  hi(n  for  evermore.  And 
of  this  our  celebrated  poet  fings;  ai:id  in  this  he 
fings  truth,  when  God  (peaks  of  Adam*s  fall,  .ai\d 
teif  Chrift's  undertaking: 

^e  .^i^h^is  whole  poilerity  muil  die ; 

Die  he  or  jufUce  xao&,  unlefs  for  him 

Some  other  able  and  as  williDg  pay 

The  rigid  fatisfa6tion  death  for  death. 

'Say,  heavenly  powers,,  where  (ball  we  find  fucfaioycti 

Whioh  of  ye  ^rill  .be  iinortal  to  redeem 

'Jil9P>,fP«7rtai.icr|nciey  the jufi  the  unjpft  to  fave  ? 

Dweila  in  all  heaven  charily  fo  dear  ?-— — Miltok. 

■  m  * 

This  is  .the  fpui^(ain  of  qharity  i  here'  it  begaiU. 
.Qod  the, Father's  lovc^  ^qd  the  love  of  the  Slon, 
^Qd^t (ogether^.as mercy  and  tr^th  have  done  lince; 

U  2  and 
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and  the  love  of  both  were  difplaycd  in  the  gift  of 
God,  which  is  Chrift,  and  in  the  death  of  Chrift : 
God  Jo  loved  the  worlds  that  be  gave  bis  only  begotten 
Son,  tbst  wbqfoever  believetb  in  bim  Jhould  not  ferifo^ 
hut  bane  everlafting  life.  John  iii.  i6.  Our  Re« 
deemer's  love  alfo  is  difplayed  in  his  dying  for  us : 
Greater  love  batb  no  man  tban  tbis^  tbat  dman'ktf 
down  bis  life  for  bis  friends.  John  xv.  13.  This  it 
the  real  fountain  of  charity ;  and  the  Mediator  and 
his  mediation  is  the  only  channel  through  which 
charity  flows  to  men ;  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  with 
his  grace,  is  the  river  of  life  in  which  charity 
flows ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  ftreams  of  the  river  of 
pleafure  which  makes  glad  the  city  of  God  Hope 
maketb  not  afhamed\  hecaufe  the  love  of  God  is  fiyed 
abroad^  in  our  hearts  by  tbe  Holy  Gbojf,  tvbicb  is  gwen 
unto  us.    Rom.  v.  5. 

But  then  it  may  be  afked.  If  this  charity  be  the 
love  of  God  to  us,  and  the  love  of  God  in  us, 
why  does  it  bear  two  names,  firft,  charity,  and 
then,  love?  That  matter  has  puzzled  a  good 
many.  And,  as  charity  feems  to  be  peculiar  to 
the  New  Teftament,  it  may  be  afked.  Was  there 
no  love  under  the  old  difpenfatton ;  for  we  read  of 
God*s  fhewing  mercy  to  tboufands  of  tbem  tbat  love 
bim^  even  in  the  law  itfelf  ?  All  this  is  true.  There 
n  much  faid  about  the  love  of  God  in  the  Old 
Teftament ;  and  many '  under  that  dilpenlation  cUid 
know  it,  enjoy  it,  exercifed  it,  and  confefTed  it; 
but  it  ever  wasj  and  ever  will  be,  a  gifi^  a  grace, 

a  blcflingi 
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A  blefling,  of  the  new  and  better  covenant ;  and  atl 
the  ancient  faints  that  enjoyed  it^  enjo/ed  it  by  being 
in  covenant  with  God>  and  by  virtue  of  union  with 
the  covenant  Head ;  it  never  came  from  the  law, 
nor  by  the  law  ^  for  the  law  worketh  wrath^  not 
love.    . 

.  Charity^  as  confidered  in  God,  and  in  the  fuUeft 
fenfe,  never  was  clearly  revealed  tiljl  the  Son  of 
God  appeared  in  human  nature.  In  the  fulnefs  of 
time,  and  at  the  manifeftation  of  Chrift  in  the 
flefli,  God's  charity  appeared  in  all  its  glory :  Hf 
fi  loved  the  worlds  that  be  gave  bis  only  begoiten  SoHm 
This  love,  was  promifed  long  before^  but  the  nOa* 
nifeftation  of  it  was  at  the  appearing  of  Chrift :  /« 
'  ibis  was  fnanifefted  the  love  of  God  towards  usy  b'ecaufi 
that  God  fent  bis  only  begot  i en  Son  info  the  uorld^  that 
we  might  live  through  him.  i  John  iv.  9.  Nor  wa9 
the  charity  of  Chrift  fully  manifefted  till  his  death 
took  place :  Hereby  perceive  we  the  love  if  God,  be* 
caufe  be  laid  down  bis  life  for  us.  i  John  iii.  i6. 
Here  is  the  charity  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  both^ 
made  manifeft>  and  that  in  the  fuUeft  fenfe« 

Moreover,  the  Mefliah  was  to  be  king  mediator; 
but  he  was  to  obtain  hb  kingdom  by^  conqueft  1  he 
was  to  vanquifl)  and  fpoil  principalities  and  powers^ 
and  to  lead  captivity  captive,  before  he  was  to 
aicend  his  mediatorial  throne.  Upon  his  refur< 
re&ion  from  the  dead  all  power  in  heaven  and 
evth  was  given- to  him ;  and  upon  his  afcenfion  he 
W9S  crowned  with  ^lory  and  honour.    This  Chiift 

U  3  *  calls 
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calli  gowg  into  d  far  country  t&  rtceive  far  himje^  4 
kingdom.  Luke  xix.  1 2.  Upon  this  exaltation  of 
our  king  Meffiah  new  laws  were  given,  and  great 
alterations  made,  as  is  generally  the  cafe  when  new 
fovereigns  invade  and  take  a  kingdom.  The  di- 
vine oracles  inform  us  that  upon  the  afcenfion  of 
thrift  a  law  was  to  proceed  from  him :  HearkeH 
iiitto  me,  my  people  \  and  give  ear  unto  ms,  O  my  na^ 
Hon :  far  a  law  jball  proceed  faom  me,  and  I  will  maki 
iny  judgment  to  reft  far  a  light  of  the  people.  Ifaiah 
K.  4;  Charity  is  a  branch  of  this  law  which  wal 
to  be  given  forth  by  the  Son  of  God  wheh  he  wad . 
exalted  and  glorified  in  human  nature.  Milton 
^r<!eived  fomething  of  thisj  but  he  does  not  de* 
fcribe  it  fo  as  the  fcriptures  do  i  but  what  he  fays 
fapdn  it  is  right : 

Only  add 
JDeods  to  tby  knowledge  anfwerable;  add  faith. 
Add  virtae,  patience,  temperance,  add  lovCy 
fiy  name  to  cqme  called  charityj  the  foul 
Of  all  the  refT;  then  wilt  thou  not  be  loath 
To  leave  this  paradife,  but  ihalt  poflefs 
A  pstxadife  within  th^e,  happier  far.-*— Mitfoir. 

* 

The  law  which  came  fdrth  frorh  Chfifl:  hath  two 
branches  x 

1.  Faith.  Ghrift  is  the  author  and  finilher  of 
faith.  Hcb.  xii.  2.  This  is  cMie  briai^h  of  hit 
law. 

2.  "the  other  branch  is  chirtty.  Ji  nm  4idm* 
iMhdihmt  I  give  tmto  jm^  That  yk  lebi  ifU  aMtbir% 

as 
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4J  /  bav^  Ifgvedyw^  that  ye  ajfo  love  am  amiher.  Bj 
this  Jball  all  men  know  tlfcu^  ye  are  my  dff^plesj .  \f.  yf 
bav£  love  one  to  ahotber.  Jojia  xiii.  34, 3  J.  This  is 
called  a  new  commandment,  which  makes  th^c  of 
the  former  covenant  old.  The  old  commandment 
refpefts  the  neighbour,.  TbouJhaU  love  tby  ntighbqux 
as  thyjelf\  but  this  rcfpefts  the  children  of  pod  j  it 
Js,  that  j^  love  one  anotbsr.  The  old  cq^pri^andpEjent 
is,  ^bou  Jhalt  love  liy  neigbhur  as  tbyjflf-^  but  this 
new  commandment  goes  farther/  %bou  Jbalt  lovf 
one  anotber,  as  I  bave  loved  you ;  which  John  eXr 
plains.  Hereby  perceive  we  ibe  love  ofGod^  becat^e  b^ 
laid  down  bis  life  for  us :  and  we  OHgbt  tq  lay  down  oifr 
Uves  for  tbe  brethren,  i  John  iii.  16.  Now  Ghrifl: 
difplayed  his  greateft  love  in  dying  for  us :  Greqter 
love  batb  no  man  tban  tbiSf  tbat  a  man  Iqy  down  bis 
life  for  bis  friend^  h  and  greater  charity  hach  no  faipt 
than  this,  to  Uy  down  (as  Paul  did)  his  life  for  the 
brethren,  when  he  faid,  Tea^  and  iflh  offered  upon 
the /acr0c€  andjervice  of  yourfaitb^  I  joy  an4  t'^oicf 
with  you  aU.    Phil.  ii.  17. 

I  obferved  before  th^t  the  law  of  Chrift  hath  two 
branches,  faith  and  love  1  ai^d  to  this  John  ^rees : 
jlnd  this  is  bis  gommandment^  Tba/  we  fboul^  believf 
on  tbe  name  of  bis  Son  J^hs  Cbrifl,  and  lov(  ot^^ 
another,  as  be  gave  us  commandment,  yifid  be  tb^f 
keepetb  bis  commandments  dwelletb  in  bim^  qffd  be  iff 
bim.  I  John  iii.  23^24.  Paul  fays  the  fame;  pofc 
m  J^fis  Cbri/i  neitfjor  circumcifion  av^^kth  any  things 
wr  unfircHmcifipm  but  faith  which  W^rketh  by  hoe. 

U4  This' 
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This  is  the  law  that  came  by  Ghrift,  and  this  the 
Spirit  writes  in  the  hearts  of  all  believers ;  and  this 
work  of  the  Spirit  indudes  every  law  in  the  book 
of  God  s  and  this  is  the  law  that  Paul  means^  and 
no  other,  when  he  fays,  For  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of 
life  in  Cbrijl  Jefus  bath  made  me  free  from  the  hm  of 
Jin  and  death.    Rom.  viii.  2.    ' 

When  Chrift  gave  commandment  that  his  gofpel 
Ihould  be  preached  to  all  nations  for  the  obedience 
of  faith,  the  end  that  Chrift  aimed  at  in  that  com- 
mand is  accomplifhed  in  every  foul  where  this  law 
of  faith,  which  worketh  by  love,  comes:  Noro 
the  end  of  the  commandment  is  charity ^  out  of  a  pure 
heart,  and  of  a  good  conjcience^  and  of  faith  unfeigned. 
I  Tim.  i.  5. 

Having  difcovered  the  fountain  of  charity,  which 
is  (^od,  and  the  channel  of  charity  in  which  it 
flows,  namely,  Chrift  the  mediator;  and  that  it 
belongs  to  the  law  of  the  Mefliah,  and  is  infcribcd 
in  the  hearts  of  all  the  faints  by  the  Holy  Ghoft;  I 
{ball  now  treat  of  the  objefbs  of  it; 

That  is,  I  (hall  inquire  who  are  the  proper  ob« 
je£ts  of  this  charity,  as  exercifed  either  by  God,  by 
Chrift,  of  by  the  faints.  And  this  is  a  truth,  that 
not  every  individual  of  mankind  is  the  objed  of 
charity,  nor  yet  my  neighbour;  for  there  is  no 
mention  made  of  thefe  by  our  Lawgiver  at  the 
giving  of  this  new  commandment ;  had  the  neigh- 
^ur  been  mentioned  it  had  not  been  a  new  com- 
mandment,  but  the  old  one.    But. it  is  a  new 

commandment, 
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commandment,  Love  one  another ;  love  the  faints, 
love  the  brethren.     The  elefted  children  of  God 
Hre  the  only  objefts  of  it,  whether  wc  confider  it 
as  cxercifed  by  God  the  Father,  by  Chrift,  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  or  by  the  faints.     And  in  this  matter 
our  ComnK>n*prayer-book,  in  the  Catechifm,  has 
greatly  exceeded  the  hounds  of  fcripturc:  •*  What 
**  is  required  of  them  who  come  to  the  Lord's  ftip- 
**  per?     To  examine  themfelves  whether  they 
^^  repent  them  truly  of  their  former  fins,  ftedfaftly 
•*  purpofing  to  lead  a  new  life,  have  a  lively  faith 
"  in  God's  mercy  through  Chrift,  with  a  thankful 
*'  remembrance  of  his  death,  and  be  in  charity 
"  with  all  men.*'     But  this  univerfal  charity  was 
rebuked  by  God  himfelf,    even  under  the  Old 
Teftament :  And  Jebojbapbai  the  king  of  Judab  re^ 
turned  to  bis  boufe  in  peace  to  Jerufakm.    And  Jebu^ 
the  Jon  of  Hanani  tbejeery  went  out  to  meet  bim^  and 
Jmd  to  king  Jebofbapbat^  Sbouldeji  tbou  belp  tbe  un^ 
godfy,  and  love  tbem  that  bate  tbe  Lord?  therefore  ir 
wrath  upon  thee  from  hfore  tbe  Lord.     Never tbelefs 
there  are  good  things  found  in  tbee,  in  that  tbou  hafi 
takfH  away  tbe  groves'  out  of  tbe  land,  and  hafi  pre^ 
pared  thine  heart  tofeek  God.   a  Chron.  xix.  i — ^3. 

This  charity  is  fovereign  and  difcriminating  evert 
in  God  himfelf.  He  loves  his  own  eleft  childreii 
with  an  everlafting  love  (Jen  xxxi.  3)  j  all  others 
only  partake  of  his  providence.  He  doth  execute  the 
judgment  of  tbe  father le/s  and  widow,  and  lovetb  the 
fir  anger ^  in  giving  him  food  and  raiment  (Dcut.  x.  1 8  ) ; 

but 
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but  no  farther.  Hence  it  appears  that  his  cle^ 
are  the  obje£ts  of  his  eternal  love  in  Chrift ;  all 
others  are  the  creatures  of  his  care,  and  are  fuppUcd 
by  his  providence^  as  I  obferved  before. 

And  this  love  is  difcriminating,  as  all  do  not 
fhare  in  it:  I  have  loved  you^  Jaitb  the  Lord:  yetyc 
fay^  Wherein  bqft  ibou  loved  us  ?  IVas  not  Efau  jfa^ 
cob^s  brother  ?  Jaith  the  Lord:  yet  I  loved  Jacobs  and 
I  hated  Efau^  and  laid  his  mountains  and  his  heritage 
wafie  for  the  dragons  of  the  vtildtmefs.  IVbereas 
Ed$mjaith^  We  are  trnfoverifbed^  but  we  will  return 
and  build  the  defoUte  places  \  thus  faith  the  Lord  of 
bofis.  They  Jball  build,  but  J  will  throw  down  s  and 
they  Jball  call  thenh  ^^  border  rf  wickednefs^^  and, 
The  people  agtinfi  whom  the  Lord  bath  indignation  for 
ever.  Mai.  i«  2 — /^  Here  are  fome  that  God  hlcn* 
ielf  fays  he  hates,  and  againft  whom  he  hath  ia*r 
dignation  for  ever.  Now  I  know  that  God  in  hi« 
nature  is  love;  yet  he  has  indignation  againft 
fonne*;  and  I  know  by  fad  experience  that  the  car* 
nal  mind  of  every  man  is  enmity,  and  the  Ipirit 
that  reigns  in  him  in  a  date  of  nature  lufteth  to 
envy;  yet  the  commandments  of  men  tell  us  diat 
we  muft  live  in  charity  with  all  men  i  ib  t^at  wc 
muft  extend  our  love  beyond  God  himfel^  for  he 
does  not  extend  his  eternal  charity  to  all  mankind; 
and  I  am  fully  perfuadcd  he  will  never  damn  me 
becaufe  I  cannot  exceed  him  in  love.  //  is  mougb 
for  the  difciple  that  he  be  as  bis  mafier  (Matt.  x.  25}, 
without  excelling  him.     Hence  I  conclude,  that  to 

live 
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live  in  charity  mtb  aU  men  is  one  of  the 
and  commandmeAts  of  the  church  of  EiDgiaad* 
The  Arminian  m\\  bear  hard  upon  me  for  d^is,  I 
doubt  no€ ;  yet  even  his  charitf  is  no  more  \mu 
verfal  than  mine ;  for  altboi^h  I  confeis  I  cannot 
love  them  that  hate  God^  yet  I  am  as  fure  thM 
they  hate  all  them  that  love  God.  Thus  charity 
is  fbvereign  and  difcriminadng>  even  in  the  At  mi* 
fiians;  and  fo  it  is  in  God  himfirlf^  who  is  the 

« 

ibuntain  of  charity. 

It  ii  fovereign  and  dtfcriminating  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
who,  as  mediator,  is  the  channel  through  which 
this  charity  flows.  All  men  do  not  ihare  in  his 
dying  love :  /  lay  dawn  tny  Ufe  for  the  Jbeep:  But 
we  read  of  a  herd  of  goats,  of  foxes,  wolves,  bears^ 
iwinci  dogs,  ferpents,  and  a  generation  of  vipers, 
none  of  which  are  included  in  the  dying  charity  of 
the  Son  of  God.  And  as  they  are  qpt  included  in 
his  dying  love, 

No  more  -  are  they  in  his  prophetic  office ;  for 
he  came  for  judgment  into  the  world,  that  the/ 
that  lee  notj  might  fee^  and  that  they  that  fee,  might 
be  made  blind ;  and  he  thanks  his  Father  for  hiding 
thefe  things  from  the  wife  atid  prudent,  and  foe 
revealing  them  unto  babes,  and  heartily  acquiefoes 
with  him  in  it:  Evin  fry  Father i  for  Ji>  it  Jeemtd 
godJ  in  thy  Jlght^ 

Nor  does  the  chief  Shepherd  exercife  his  charity 
til  feeding  the  non*<k£): :  Jnd  I  will  fnd  the  fiuk 
•fjlaugbttry  tvm  you^  O  poor  of  the  fleck.    And  1 

took 


(    3^    ) 

Mk  unto  me  two  fiaves ;  tbt  one  I  called  Beauty^  and 
the  other  I  called  Bands ;  and  I  fed  the  flock.  Three 
Jbepberds  aljo  I  cut  off  m  one  month ;  and  ay  Joul 
loathed  them,  and  their  foul  alfo  abhorred  me.  Then 
Jaid  U  I  ^^^  not  feed  you :  that  that  dietb^  let  it  diei 
and  that  thai  is  to  he  cut  off,  let  it  be  cut  offi  and  let 
the  refl  eat  every  one  the  flejb  of  another.  Zech.  xi. 
7—^9.  Thefe  that  our  Lord  declared  that  he  would 
not  feed,  thefe  that  be  loathed^  and  thefe  wbofe  foul 
abhorred  him,  whom  he  dcchrcs  fiall  die,  can  never 
be  the  objefls  of  Chrift's  charity.  Nor  does  our 
Lord  include  all  the  world  in  his  interceffion  any 
more  than  in  his  facrifice :  /  proy  for  them :  I  fray 
not  for  the  world,  but  for  them  which  thou  ba/t  given 
me.  John  xvii,  9.  And  in  this  alfb  the  (eryice  of 
our  eftablifhn^ent  exceeds  the  charity  of  the  Son  of 
God  himfelfj  for  though  he  prays  not  for  the 
world,  yet  ihe  prays  that  ^^  it  may  pleafe  him  to 
*'  have  mercy  upon  all  men.** 
.  Nor  is  the  wor}d  included  in  the  charity  of  the 
Holy  Ghofty  whofe  office  it  is  to  teftify  of  Chrift, 
and  to  Ihed  abroad  the  love  of  God  in  the  heurt, 
^d  to  com&rt  the  faints  with  it :  /  will  pray  the 
Father,. and  hejballffve  you  another  Comforter,  that 
be  may  abide  with  you  for  ever;  even  the  Spirii  of 
truth ;  whom  the  world  cannot  receive,  becaufe  itjeeth 
him  not,  neither  knoweth  him :  but  ye  know  him  i  for 
be  dwelleth  with  you,  and  Jhall  be  in  you.  John  xiv. 
169  17.  Hence  it  appears  plain  that  not  all  man- 
kind, nor  even  thofe.  that  are  called  neighbours, 

nor 
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nor  the  world,  are  the  objefts  of  G6d*s  charity ; . 
the  elefb  of  God>  among  the  angels  and  men^  are 
the  only  objcfts  of  that  divine  charity  which  comes 
from  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit. 

Charity  is  a  fruit  of  the  Holy  Ghoft;  and  among 
the  members  of  the  new  man  of  grace  it  is  called 
true  holineis :  Put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God 
is  created  in  rigbteoufnefs  and  true  hoUnefs.  £ph.  iv.  24. 
And  this  true  holinefs  is  charity :  We  are  holy  and 
without  blame  before  Km  in  love.  £ph«  i.  4.  Having 
proved  jthat  divine  charity  is  fovereign  and  difcri- 
minating  even  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Ood  the 
Son,  and  in  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fo  it  evidently 
appears  to  be  even  in  the  adminiftration  of  ic 

Mary  Magdalene  was  a  very  lewd  and  bad  cha* 
rafter,  and  was  led  on  in  fin  by  feven  devils  that 
had  pofTeflion  of  her ;  but  the  love  of  God  flowed 
into  her  heart  with  fuch  irrefiflible  force  as  drove 
all  the  devils,  the  power  of  fin,  the  guilt  of  fin, 
the  love  of  fin,  her  enmity  to  God,  her  unbelief^ 
rebellion,  &c.  all  before  it;  and  left  Simon,  the 
Jewilh  pharifee,  in  full  pofifefiion  of  all  his  dead 
works,  fiirther  from  the  kingdom  of  God  than 
either  publicans  or  harlots.  And  fo  we  read  of 
fome,  even  among  the  heathens,  and  efpecially 
at  Corinth,  that  were  the  moft  notorious  finners, 
and  yet  were  wafticd,  and  fanftified,  and  juftified, 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jeliis  (read  i  Cor.  6th 
chapter) ;  when  numbers  of  the  JewiCh  fcribes  and 
pbarifces,  fo  far  from  reaping  benefit  by  Chrift's 

charity, 
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charity,  he  threatens  them  that  at  his  departufr  the 
devil  fhould  enter  into  them  with  double  force : 
fTben  the  unclean  Jfirit  is  gone  out  of  a  many  be 
walketb  through  dry  flaceSy  feeking  refi^  and  findtth 
mane.  Then  be  faiths  I  will  return  into  my  hou/efrom 
whence  I  came  out;  and,  wba  be  is  come,  befindetb 
it  emPiy,  Jwept,  and  gamijbed.  Then  goetb  be,  and 
taketb  with  himjelf  Jeven  other  jpir its  more  wicked 
than  bimjelfj  and  Aey  enter  in  and  dwell  there :  and 
the  hftftate  of  that  man  is  worfe  than  tbefirft.  Even 
Jo  fhall  it  be  alfo  unto  this  wicked  generation.    Matt^ 

iii.  43—45- 

I  come  now  to  prove  that  none  but  the  children 
of  God,  and  fuch  as  favour  the  Lord's  caule,  arc 
the  objctfls  of  the  faint's  charity.  Chrift  tells  his 
difciples  that  they  all  have  one  Father,  even  God  \ 
•and  tells  them  that  all  they  were  brethren;  and  his 
command  is,  ^at  ye  love  one  another^  as  I  have 
loved  you  \  he  extends  it  no  farther  than  to  one 
another.  The  fubjcfts  of  God's  grace,  thereferc, 
are  the  only  objefts  of  this  charity :  He  that  lovetb 
irim  that  begets,  lovetb  him  ibat  is  begotten  tf  bim. 
Here  John  makes  the  image  of  God  the  objc£t  of 
a'belieyer's  charity;  and  fo  Peter  alio:  But  the  end 
of  aU  things  is  at  hand :  be  ye  therefore  foier,  and 
watch  unto  prayer.  And^  above  ail  things,  have  fer- 
vent charity  among  your/elves  \  for  charity  fhall  cover 
'the  multitude  of  fins.  Ufe  ho^itality  one  to  another 
without  grudging.  As  every  man  bath  received  the 
f^ift,  even  fo  minifter  the  fame  one  to  another,  as  good 

ftewards 
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t 

fti^ards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God.    i  Peter  i?. 

7 — lo.    Here  Pcticr  tells  them  to  have  perfsft 

charity  among  themfelves.     We  are  bound  Jo  thank 

God  always  for  you^  brethren^  as  it  is  meety  becauje 

that  your  faith  groweth  exceedingly  and  the  charity  of 

4very  one  of  you  all  tovoard  each  other  aboundeth. 

a  Theff.  i.  3.     This  abounding  charity  was  toward 

'each  other.     Hence  it  appears  that  charity  is  fove^ 

reign  and  <lircriminating,  even  in  God^  Father,  Son» 

^nd  Spirk ;  and,  ftridly  fpeaking,  that  the  faincs 

of  Gbdj  and  thofe  that  favour  his  righteous  caufe, 

<are  the  proper  objeds  of  the  faints*  charity.     And 

it  will  be  hard  work  to  prove,  from  God*s  word, 

that  all  hiankind  are  the  obje£ts  of  a  faint's  love^ 

according  to  this  new  commandment.    Love  not 

the  worldy  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  world.    If 

any  man  love  the  worlds  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not 

in  him.     For  all  that  is  in  the  worlds  the  lufi  cf  the 

flefhy  and  the  luft  of  the  eyesy  and  the  pride  of  life^  is 

'not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world.  John  ii.  15, 16. 

Thefe  evil  things  were  not  in  the  world  when  God 

'  ifnede  it ;  all  that  he  made  was  very  good.     Thefe 

came  into  the  world  by  Satan,  who  alone  brought 

iin.    Nor  are  thefe  evil  things  to  be  found  now  in 

the  world,  abftraftedly  confidered.     The  luft  of 

the  flefli,  the  luft  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life, 

reign  in  no  c^atures  but  men  and  devils.    He, 

therefore,  that  loves  the  company,  and  can  ftel 

union  with  wicked  men,  is  in  love  with  ail  cbcfe 

4ufts  andi^rruptions.    Gofpel  charity  will  embrace 

a  child 
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^  child  of  God  upon  the  firft  fight,  if  ht  was  a 
(Iranger  before :  Te  are  taugbi  of  God  to  Imc  vne 
another.  The  bowels  of  charity  will  move  and 
found  toward  every  foul  that  is  under  real  concern 
about  his  ftatc }  the  fimple^  the  fincere  feeker,  and 
all  that  favour  the  caufe  of  God»  the  truth  of  God, 
and  the  faints  of  God.  And,  on  the  other  band^ 
charity  will  damp»  grow  cold,  and  in  the  end  be 
entirely  quenched,  toward  the  object  it  once  em- 
braced \  at  the  appearance  of  ap<}(tafy,  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  attachment  to  heretics^  or  to  any 
damnable  herefy;  and  ac  the  appearance  of  any 
alienation  from  Chrift ;  or,  to  be  more  pUin,  cha- 
rity will  forfake  that  profeiTor  that  forfakes  Chrift. 
When  men  have  done  with  Jefus,  charity  has  done 
with  them.  When  Judas  was  pointed  out  to  be 
the  traitor  the  apoftles  had  done  with  that  withered 
branchy  and  the  priefts  and  pharifees  gathered  him 
into  their  company. 

In  this  buCnefs  the  devil  often  di  (plays  the  quint- 
eflence  of  infernal  wifdom ;  for,  when  God  difco- 
vers  a  hypocnte,  and  makes  him  fully  manifeft,  fi> 
that. in  your  private  judgment  you  cannot  hold 
him,  juftify  him,  or  even  judge  favourably  of  him 
in  any  one  thing,  infomuch  that  charity  has  refufed 
him  and  done  with  him ;  even  then  comes  Satan, 
transforming  himfelf  into  an  angel  of  light,  and 
works  with  all  deceiveablenefs  in  the  natural  affec- 
tions of  the  faint,  in  order  to  keep  his  tares  among 
the  wheat  \  and  under  this  deceptive  influence  of 

Satan's 
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Satan  natural  affeftions  become  inordinate^  as  may 
be  fccn  in  Samuel :  AnJ  the  Lord. /aid  unto  SamueU 
How  long  wilt  thou  mourn  for  Saul,  focing  1  have  r#- 
jeEted  him  from  reining  over  IJraely    i  Sam.  xvi.  i. 
I  myfelf  have  paid  dear  for  this.     Under  this  in- 
fluence the  falfe  brethren  got  into  the  church  at 
Jerufalemj   and  under  the  &me  Arius,    though 
once  condemned  and  caft  out  of  the  churchj  got 
in  again^  and  kept  his  (landing  in  it  to  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  thoufands  and  millions  of  fouls  i  and  by 
this  whole  congregations  of  hypocrites  are  kept  to- 
gether tp  this  day,  who  have  not  a  breath  of  divine 
life  in  them.    Natural  affe&ibns  love  nature  and 
naturaji  men ;  but  real  charity  refpefts  a  perfbii  not 
9U  a  -man,  but  as  a  faint ;  nor  can  It,  nor  will  itj 
embrace  a  man  unlefs  it  feels  a  favour  of  Chrift  in 
his  converfation^    or  difcovers   fome  feature  of 
Chrift's  image  in  .the  perfon.    Even  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  as  man,  wept  with  pity  and 
companion  over  Jerufalem»  when  at  the  fame  time, 
as  God,  the  day  of  vengeance  was  in  his  heart.    Ifaiah 
Ixiii.  4*     Natural  affeftions  and  divine  love  are 
two  things  s  they  were  fo  even  in  Chrift*    But  it 
may  be  obje6ted,  Does  not  God  fay,  If  time  enemf 
hunger 9  feed  him ;  and  if  he  thirft^  give  him  drink  ? 
In  thefe  things  God  himfelf  is  fet  befbrje  us  as  our 
example,  even  by  Chrift  himfelf;  and  he  is  the 
beft  example :  Be  ye  therefore  perfeSty  even  as  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  ferfeS.    Matt.  v.  48. 
Qod  loveth  the  Jtr anger,  in  giving  him  food  and  raiment. 

.    X  Love 
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Love  yt^  therefore^  the  ftr anger:  for  ye  were  ftrangers 
in  the  land  of  Egypt.    Dcut.  x.  1 8, 19.     God's  love 
here  extends  hfclf  to  the  ftranger  no  farther  than 
giving  him  food  and  raiment;    for  all  that  die 
ftrangers  to  God  will  in  the  great  day  be  fent 
away  with  depart  from  nie ;  /  kno'Off  ye  not.     Ijove 
jrc  the  ftranger,  and  even  thy  enemy :  If  be  hunger ^ 
feed  him ;  and  if  he  thirfi^  give  him  drink ;  for  thoi 
fhalt  heap  coals  of  fire  upon  bis  head  (Pro  v.  xxv.  aa); 
&nd  if  we  heap  not  Uve  coals  from  the  altar  (Ifaiah 
vi.  6),  we  Ihall  heap  coals  of  juniper  (PCzlm  cxx,  4). 
T^is  rule  our  Lord  hrmfelf  enforces :  But  I  faj 
untoyoUi  Love  your  enemies y  blefs  them  that  eurje  you^ 
do  good  to  them  that  bate  you^  and  pray  fcr  them 
which  defpitefully  ufe  you^  and  perfecute  yvu.     And 
tiow  mind  what  follows:  That  ye  may  hetbechU- 
dren  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven:  for  be  maketb 
bis  Jiin  to  rife  on  the  evH  and  on  the  good^  and  fendetb 
rain  on  the  juji  and  on  the  unjufl.     Beye^  therefore^ 
perfiEty  &c.    Matt,  v,  44,  45.    We  arc  here  com- 
manded to  pray  for  our  enemies ;  for  it  is  often 
feen  that  the  eleft,  before  they  are  called,  arc  the 
Worft  enemies,  as  may  be  feen  in  Paul,  and  in  fomc 
at  the  crucifixion  of  Chrift,  for  whom  Chrift  prayedr 
Luke  xxiii.  34,    Compare  Afts  ii,  2>Sy  37.    And  I 
believe  that  the  greater  part  of  the  bcft  friends  that 
\  now  have  in  this  world  were  once  my  grcatcft 
rneniies.    And  furc  I  am  that  it  will  appear  in  the 
great  day  that  none  have  abounded,  even  in  this 
work,  like  the  real  lovers  of  God.    1  here  is  a  wide 

difference 
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difference  between  the  love  of  God  to  the  ftrangef 
in  clothing  him  and  feeding  him^  and  the  love  of 
God  to  the  faints,  by  which  they  are  faved.  There 
is  alfo  a  difFerence  betweea  divine  charity  and  na- 
tyral  afTediona:  the  fornxei*  embraces  tb^  icp.age  of 
God,  the  latter  relieves  ^  fellow-creature.  But 
there  is  nothing  more  common  in  our  day  than  to 
palm  the  facred  name  of  charity  upon  natural  afifec^ 
tions  and  upon  diflembled  love,  and  even  upon 
corrupt  and  inordinate  afFcdions,  which  arc  mem« 
hers  of  the  old  man^  but  not  of  the  new. 
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Xllt 

THE   80K    OT    GOD    IN   TKIVUPH,    AND     SATAN'^ 

WORK    IN   RUINS. 

yfnd  having  JpoHed  principalities  and  powers^  he  made 
a  Jhew  of  them  openly^  triumphing  over  them  in  its 
Col.  ii»^i5. 

For  this  purpofe  the  Son  of  God  was  mamfefledy  that 
,  he  might  defiroy  the  works  of  the  devil,     i  John 

UK  8. 

I  WILL  endeavour,  from  thefe  words»  to  fliow,  ^ 

I.  The  origin  of  the  devil. 

a-  The  devil's  works. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  fome  that  there  is  no  fucli 
creature  as  the  devil ;  which  appears  to  have  been 
the  notion  of  Mu^gleton  and  Reeves,  two  impoftors 
that  preached  in  the  days  of  Oliver  CromwelK 
They  held  that  the  evil  nature  in  man  is  that  which 
is  called  the  devil.  But  then  it  is  a  wonder  where 
that  evil  nature  came  from.  I  once  knew  a  wo- 
man>  a  ihining  profcflbr,  who  held  this  opinion 
through  all  her  profefljon :  her  hufband  was  a  mi* 
nifter  of  the  gofpel.  However,  at  length  (he  fell 
into  ibul  diflrels,  and  wiflied  much  to  fee  me.  I 
vifitcd  her,  and  foon  after  received  a  letter  from 
her»  faying  ihe  had  long  denied  the  exiftence  of 

Satan, 
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Satatij  and  God  bad  now  given  her  into  his  hands 
that  (he  might  know  there  is  a  devil.  This  circum- 
fiance  undeceived  her  in  that  particular,  and  yet  Ihe 
went  on  to  be  deceived  s  for,  after  ihe  had  been  for 
Tome  time  deranged,  Ihe  got  better^  and  then  fhe 
put  off  the  made  and  cloke  of  religion. 

It  is*  thought  by  fomej  and,  if  I  niiftake  notf 

Milton  was  of  this  opinion,    that  angels  were 

created  long  before  this  world  was  made ;  and  that 

4he  atigels  fell  in  eternity  before  ever  time  began. 

But  tile  word  of  God  ieems  plainly  to  contradiffc  this; 

/or  in  fix  daj^  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earthy  the 

fea^  and  all  that  in  them  iSy  and  refted  tbefeventh  day. 

Exod.  zx.  II.    If  the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  and 

<he  fea,  and  all  that  dwell  in  them,  were  made  in 

fix  days,  angels,  the  inhabitants  of  heaven,  muft 

.be  included  in  the  work  of  thofe  fix  days;  and 

perhaps  the  angels  were  the  firft  living  creatures 

that  God  made.     For  in  God*s  fpeecb  to  Job  he 

afks,  ff^ere  waft  thou  when  I  laid  the  foundatim  of 

the  earth?  declare ^  if  thou  haft  underftanding.    Who 

bath  laid  the  meafwres  thereef^  if  thou  knfiweft?  or 

who  hath  ftr etched  the  line  upon  it  t  whereupon  are 

the  foundations  thereof  f aft ened?  or  who  laid  the 

eomerftmte  thereof  %  when  the  morning  ft  or s  fang  toge-- 

ther^  and  all  the  fofns  of  God  ft^outed  for  joy  ?   Job 

xxxviii.  4 — 7.    It  appears  to  me  that  the  ang^s 

are  .called  ftars  becaufe  of  their  glorious  and  fhin^ 

ing  appearance,  and  morning  ftars  becaufe  firft 

inade  in  the  morning  of  the  woild,  even  as  the 
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time  of  Chrift's  fecond  coming  is  called  midnight, 
being  at  the  end  of  it.  And  they  arc  called  the 
fons  of  God,  as  all  rational  creatures  are,  by  cre- 
ation :  We  have  all  one  Father  i  cne  Gad  tatb  made 
us  all.  Hence  one  of  the  angels  faid  te  John,' who 
was  going  to  worlbip  him,  See  tboH  do  it  not :  lam 
iby  feUow-fervant^  and  of  thy  IretBren  that  have  th^ 
teftimony  ofjefta:  'UDorJhip  God:  for  the  tejiimony  of 
Jefus  is  the /pint  of  propbe^.  Rev.  xix.  lo.  -And, 
Jf  I  am  not  much  miftaken,  the  anthem  ofthe  to- 
•gels,  which  was  fung  in  the  morning  ofthe  creation, 
is  (till  extant  in  the  oracles  of  God.  This  1  ga* 
ther  from  its  being  altogether  expreffive  of  creating 
power,  but  not  a  word  in  it  of  redeeming  love. 
Thou  art  mortby^  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory y  and  honouf, 
and  power:  for  thou  haft  created  aU  things^  and  for  thy 
pleq/ure  they  are  and^ere  created.' Rtv.  iv.  1 1 .  Though 
I  do  not  imagine  this  fong  to  be  now  lung  by  an« 
gels  to  the  exclufion  of  the  faints,  (or  eleffc  men  as 
well  as  ele£t  angels  have  caufe  enough  to  praife 
creating  power  as  well  as  redeeming  grate ;  but 
the  choiceft  matter  of  the  faints*  fongs  muCE  be 
'touching  the  King  (Pfalm  xlv.  i);  and  their 
fWeetcft  anthem,  and  which  ihaU  be  fung  on  the 
higheft  key,  and  that  to  all  eternity,  Muft  be  this. 
Salvation  to  0ir  God  which  Jltteth  upon  the  throne^  and 
^nto  the  Lamb.  Rev.  vii«  lo.  And  tfgatn:  Bl^ffb^^ 
and  honour^  and  glory^  and  power^  ^  unto  him  thai 
^Jiiteth  upon  the  throne^'  and  unto  the  Lamb,  ffr  ever 
atid  (vfr^   'Nbw^  as  redemption  is  ex|>refily  Called 

anew 


(  5"  ) 

ft  new  ibng  (Rev.  v.  9),  it  ftiows  that  the  hymn  of 
the  creation  was  an  old  one^  the  new  fon^  making 
the  firft  old. 

JDeiperatej  rebcUiou39  implacable,  treacherous^ 
decettfuU  fdUe>  cynning,  vile^  foul,  filthy,  impwp, 
and  unclean,  as  the  devils  nqyf  are,  fui;e  I  am  tha^c 
they  never  icame  out  of  the  hgnds  of  their  gint^ 
Creator  in  fo  vile  a  condition,  md  in  fuch  a  peril* 
x>us  ftate;  (ot,  when  the  whple  creation  w«s 
iinifhed,  the  following  is  the  t^ftimony  which  Qo4 
gives  of  his  works :  j&d  Ged/aw  every  thing  th^ 
he  had  .made%  md^  hebM^  it  vw  very  g(Hfd\  m^ 
the  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  f\xth  4qi« 

That  the: devil  was  oqge.an.archi^ngel,  or  O^t.gf 
the  firft  .rank,  and  higher  ord^  pf  gog^lic  fpM^rJE 
have  no  doubt;  beqauf^i  fa}l5»v  ^  h^  is,  he  |^iU 
keeps  up  his  dignity, ^^:  chinos  %  kifldof  fovere^ 
power  and. authority  oyer  the  jcft  of  th«  fallens^ 
;gels:  and  this  our  Loi!d  iotinijites.w^ep  he  diftiifsr 
guiflxes  him  fr(»n  theip,<»UiAg:the  Iqafler  the  ^evi4» 
and  the  neft  his  ang^s :  De^ntfrfim  nie^  ye  eurje4.% 
intp  eperliiftmgJb'e9^^arfid/(ir4Mdfi(^lap4i^ 
^att.  XXV.  41. 

None  of  the;nfin>es.by  M^hk^h  our  arch-weny  is 
now  called^  feem  po  be  his.  original  one,  fof:  all  h^i 
prefentiuuncaaie.blg.wilii'mirchief,  aAd  are  fuch 
as  he  obtained  by  his  rebdlion^  ppc^Ufy^  ^nd  ea- 
fixity .  againft  Go^« .  He  is  i  called  a  roaring  rljon, 
t>eing:kiiig  of  devils,  aa^alion  is  of  bcaQs>  feeking 
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whom  be  may  devourj  the  fouls  of  mea  being  hif 
only  prey. 

The  fea-dragon,  and  the  old  ferpcnt,  bccaufe  he 
^nce  abufed  that  creature  in  his  fedudiion  of  man  s 
and  becaufe  of  his  fubtlety>  crafty  and  cunning  i 
and  becaufe  of  the  venom  of  fin»  which  he  has  in- 
-fiilled  into  mankind,  &nd  upon  which  he  works, 
^nd  by  which  he  tempts  men  to  evil,  and  then  ac«> 
^icufes  them  of  it  i  and,  finally,  becaufe  all  his  ways 
are  crooked  and  perverle,  always  counteraAing  the 
will,  t4ie  work,  and  the  ways,  of  God  $  and  they 
•^re  unwearied  at  it,  being  fpirits,  immaterial ;  and 
:|heir  agility  is  great. 

He  is  called  Abaddon,  and  Apollyon,  both 
which  dgjaify  a  deftroyer.  He  has  deftroyed  all 
fxuinkindi  and  all  the  reprobate  part  of  mankind 
'are  finally  deftroyed.  He  has  deftroyed  all  the 
angeb  that  wtre  feduced  by  him  i  ^nd  he  has  ulti^ 
fnately  deftroyed  himfelf,  being  the  author  of  fin, 
i^ath,  and  mifery;  and  thefc  will  reign  in  him, 
and  over  him,  to  2AI  etorhityi  and  as  he  is  fupreme 
in  fin,  fa  he  will  be  in  death,  mifery,  and  in  fuSer* 
ing,  and  that  for  ever  I  and  (hi$,hc  believes,  and 
^t  this  he  trembles. 

He  is  called  the  wicked  one,  that  fteals  the  word 
away  from  the  careiefs  hearer ;  and  the  evil  one, 

* 

being  ^rightolly,  independently,  ultimatdy,  unal- 
HtziAyi  and  eternally  evil. 

He  dkims  fecond  fovepeignty,  as  a  rival  to  tb« 
^Imight^y,  and  is  theivfoire  called,  the  god  qf  this 
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world,  diat  blinds  the  minds  of  them  which  believe 
not;  and  has  been  exalted,  adored,  reverenced, 
revered,  and  worfhtpped,  as  God.  Temples  have 
been  ereAed,  and  altars  built,  and  facrifices,  both 
human  afid  brural,  have  been  o&red  to  him :  Tbey  ■ 
/acrificedtc  devils^  not  to  God.    Deut.  xxxit.  17. 

The  prophet  Ifaiah,  in  his  funeral  oration  upon 
the  king  of  Babylon,  feems  to  borrow  fbme  of  his, 
materials  from  the  brilliant  appearance  which  this 
angel  made  before  he  fell;  and,  if  the  king  of  Ba- 
bylon's £dl  from  all  his  glory  and  majefty  into  a 
ftate  of  defperation  and  madneis  are  included  ia 
the  oration,  the  fall  of  Satan  is  included  alfo.    I 
mean;  when  Nebuchadnezzar  was  removed  front 
his  kingly  throne,  and  (tripped  of  all  his  glory ; 
udien  a  beaft's  heart  was  given  unto  him,  and 
.when  he  fancied  hinxfelf  a  brute,  went  upon  his 
hands  and  feet,  all-fours,  like  a  beall,  and  ran 
wild  in  his  own  foreft  among  the  catde,  eating 
gra&  as  the  ox,  and  wet  with  the  dew  of  heaven 
and  the  fhowers  of  die  mountains ;  till^  in  a  long 
leven  years'  apprenticeibip,    he  could  learn  this 
Jhort  lelTon,  to  know  that  the  hewms  do  rule.    Dan. 
iv,  26,    The  fall  of  that  proud  monarch,   both 
into  niadnefs  and  into  d^th,  appears  to  be  taken 
from  the  fall  of  Satan:  How  art  tbou  fallen  from 
.beaven,  O  Ijuifer^  Jon  rf  the  morning!  bow  art  tbou 
caft  down  to  the  ground^  wbicb  di^  weaken  the  na^ 
,$ms!  for  tbou  baji /aid  in  tbtne  hearty  IwiUitfcend 
into  be0veny'  f  will  enak  nrf  throne  abuvi  the  ftars  of 

God: 
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G$d:  I  mil  Jit  a^$  upon  the  mom^  of  the  congregaim^ 
in  ibe  Jidcsif  fbe  ni^tb :  1  wUl  aji^nd  abwe  the  beigbts 
^fthe  clouds,  IwiUii  Uke  the  mji  Hi^.  Tet  tbo^ 
Jhait  be  brMgbt  doKonto  belk  to  the  fides  of  ibe  pii. 
Jlamh  xiv«  1 2 — -1 5^  In  this  fublime  and  clcgMC 
fpeech  I  thtok  we  fiave  Satan's  origioal  name^  it  » 
Luc^ety  which  iignifies  bringing  light,  or  day*llar, 
andferifcs.toihQW  us  the  fhining  lullre  of  glorj 
that  was  •  upon  all  the  angels  when  God  tnade 
them;  a  Ihining  glory  attended  them  wherever 
ihey  wenti  ^  it  'does,  attend. on  all  the  eleffc  angels 
iCo  (bis  day..  Hence  we  read  of  the  ghry  of  the  bafy 
imgeis,  Luke  ix.  26.  Now^  as  there  is  nothing 
xy'xl  intbeiianne  of  Ludfer,  which  is,  as.fome  Bif, 
.day-*ftar,  .or  bringing  light,  it  bids  fair  to  be.im 
jor^tnal  one;  -his  prefent  names  he  obtained. after 
ills  fall>  as  they  are  all  big  with  mifchief ;  but  this 
(he  bore  before  he  fell. 

Moreover,  it  .is  apparent  that  the  whole  apoftafy 
lirom  God,  both  of  angels  and  men,  origioafied  or 
'began  with  one  of  the  angels ;  for  our  Lord  him- 
i^felf  afcribes  it  to  one  only,  and  he  is. now  called  the 
.Devil  and  Satan.  Te  are  rfyourfatber  tbe  divii^  and 
itbe'iufts. of  your. father  ye  wiild^^  He  was  a  murderer 
ffrom  the  iiginningy  atui  ahode  net  in  the  trutb^  hoeas^ 
\  there  is  no  truth  in  him.  ]6tin  vi'iu  44.  All  which 
»&em  to.fbbv^  us  that  Satan  was  the  lingloder  of 
all  the  apoftafyj  and  is  fpoken  of  in  the:iiDgular 
\nuniher»  and  as  fuch  called  a  murderer,  the  father  of 
,all  fwrderers,  and  the'fa^er  of  lies^aadof  all  liats» 

The 
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The  fifft  Hn  which  took  rife  m  the  tnind  o( 
Lucifer,  according  to  the  word  of  God,  appears  to 
be  pride.  Pride  goetb  before  d^ruSm^  and  a  bau^jtf 
Jpirit  before  a  fall.  Prov.  xvi.  iS.  And  it  was  pride 
that  went  before  the  deftruf^ion  of  Lucifer,  and  a 
haughty  fpirit  procured  his  fall.  Paul,  in  his  ad^ 
vice  to  Timothy,  about  the  choice  of  a  xninifter^ 
tells  him*  not  to  choofe  a  novice^  Ufi%  being  lifted  t^ 
with  pride y  be  fdl  into  tbe  comkntnation  of  tbe  deviL 
1  Tim.  iii.  6.  According  to  this  text  the  procur- 
ing cauie  of  the  devil's  ruin  and '  deftru6:ion  was 
the  pride*  of  his  mind;  and,  when  this  fin  was  by 
himfelf  conceived,  he  went  on  from  bad  to  woffe^ 
from  fin  to  fin,  or  from  pride  to  rebellion ;  for  he 
is  charged  by  our  Lord  himfelf  with  a  departing 
from  the  truth,  &c«  Chrift  fays  that  Satan  toas  a 
murderer  from  tbe  beginAing^  and  abode  not  in  tbe 
trutby  becaufe  tbere  is  no  trutb  in  bim,  John  viii.  44. 
There  is  one  thing  very  obiervabie  in  the  abdve 
text,  that  is,  Satan  being  called  a  murderer  from  the 
beginning ;  which  feems  to  intimate  that  the  non- 
elc6t  angels  Hood  but  a  very  little  while.  For, 
if  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  all  that  are  in 
them,  angels  and  men,  were  made  in  thofe  fix 
days,  and  the  firft  appearance  of  the  Creadon  be 
called,  as  it  moft  certainly  is,  the  beginning;' /n 
tbe  beginning  God  created  tbe  beaven  and  tbe  eartb 
;(Gen*i.  i);  fo  in  the  above  text  Chrift  calls  Satan 
a  murderer  from  the  beginning;  it  plainly  indicates 
that  the  fallen  angels  and  our  firft  parents  ftood  but 

a  very 
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a  very  little  while ;  and  no  wonder,  for  th^y  Hood 
alone;  they  had  not  momentary  fupport;  zndvoc 
to  him  that  is  alone  when  be  falUlb  i  for  he  tatb  not 
another  to  help  him  up.    Eccl.  iv.  lo. 

The  devil's  malice  and  murder  of  mankind  were 
from  the  beginning;  and,  as  for  the  time  of  Adam's 
ftanding,  it  was  fo  ihort>  that  not  one  word  ex- 
prefllve  of  tin^e  is  fo  much  as  once  mentioned  to 
denote  it ;  neither  year,  month,  week,  day,  hour, 
or  minute ;  all  that  is  faid  of  him  is,  that  be  was 
and  is  not ;  he  was  a  glorious  creature,  and  then  a 
brute.  Man  being  in  honour  abideth  not :  be  is  like 
the  beafis  that  pmjh.    Plalm  idix.  1 2. 

The  next  thing  obfervable  in  our  Lord's  aflcr« 
cion  is,  that  the  devil  abode  not  in  the  truth.  Then 
it  may  be  aikcd  what  this  truth  is  that  the  devil 
departed  from  ?  The  fecret  things ^  fays  Mofes,  be- 
long  unto  the  Lord  our  God:  but  thoje  things  which 
afe  revealed  belong  unto  us^  and  to  our  children  for 
ever.  Deut,  xxix.  29.  The  things  which  were  then 
revealed  and  made  known,  and  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  appear  to  mc  to 
be  thcic : 

I.  When  ,^dam  ftood  before  his  Maker  as  the 
foyereign  ruler  of  the  world,  as  the  head  and  repre- 
fcntative  of  mankind,  and  as  the  heir  of  all  things 
which  this  world  affords  (all  which,  even  to  the 
green  herby  was  beftowed  on  him.  Gen,  i.  29)  $ 
I  fay,  Adam,  then  (landing  in  the  image  of  God, 
is  declared,  by   the  fcriptunes  of  truth,    to  be 
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the  figure  of  bim  that  was  to  come.  Rom.  v.  14. 
Hence  in  the  Old  Teftannent  Chrift  is  called 
the  everlafting  Father;  and  he  is  called  Adam 
alfo  in  the  Ney:  And  Jo  U  is  written^  ^be  firfi 
man  Adam  was  made  a  living  foul  i  the  laft  Adam 
was  made  a  quickening fpirit.  1  Cor.  xv*  45.  Ghrift 
therefore  is  the  truth  of  that  type,  and  the  fubftance 
of  that  figure ;  and  no  doubc  but  this  was  made 
known  from  the  beginning;  for,  if  all  God's  friends 
and  neighbours,  which  muft  be  angels  and  faints, 
are  called  together  to  rejoice  at  the  finding  of  one 
loft  Iheep,  that  there  may  be  joy  among  the  angels 
of  God  over  one  Jinner  that  repentetb  (Luke  xv. 
6j  7)  i  it  can  hardly  be  thought  that  fo  great  and 
wonderful  a  myftery  fhould  be  concealed  in  the 
beginning. 

a.  Another  thing  that  feems  to  me  to  be  made 
known  from  the  beginning  is,  a  fecret  decree'  of 
God;  and  all  God's  decrees  are  truth.  This  we 
have  in  the  Pfalms :  /  will  declare  the  decree :  the 
Lord  hath  Jatd  unto  me.  Thou  art  my  Son ;  this  day 
have  I  begotten  thee.  Pfalm  ii,  y.  The  day  there 
fpoken  of  is  what  the  wife  man  calls  perfect  day, 
in  which  the  Ihining  path  of  the  righteous  is  faid 
to  end :  The  path  of  the  juji  is  as  the  Jhining  lights 
which  ftnneth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfeS  day. 
Prov.  iv*  18*  Heaven  and  eternity  with  God  is 
all  called  day;  as  it  is  written,  And  the  gaUs  of  ii 
fiaUmot  be  Jbut  at  all  by  day\  for  there  Jhall  be  no 
night  there.   Rev,  xxi.  15.    The  begetting  the  Son 

above 


above  mentioned  does  not^  I  humbly  donceive^ 
rcfpeft  his  holy  and  divine  nature,  but  hi3  per- 
lbnality«  This  decree  feenns  to  have  been  declared 
from  the  beginning ;  £ov  without  a  revelation  how 
could  it  have  been  known,  to  men  or  angels  that 
God  had  a  fun  ?  fn?if  balk  gatbendibe  wind  in  bis 
^s  ?  who  hath  bound  the  waters  in  a  garment  ?  whty 
bath  eftablijhed  all  the  ends  of  (be  earth  ?  what  is  bis 
name^  and  what  is  bis  fans  name^  if  thou  cmfi  teU? 
Prov.  xxx.  4»  I  have  no  doubt  but  thi^  wa^  re* 
vealed  to  all  the  angels  at  the  beginning,  for  it  is 
plain  that  the  devils,  in  the  days  of  Chrift's  incar- 
nation,  well  underftood  it,  and  confefled  it :  What 
have  I  to  do  with  thee^  Jefus^  tbou  Son  of  God  mofi 
high  ?  1  befeech  thee  totment  me  not*  .  Fer  he  bad 
eommanded  the  unclean  fpirit  to  tome  out  of  the  man* 
Luke  viii.  28^  29. 

3.  There  went  forth  alfo  a  commandrnent  frcni 
God  to  all  the  angels  of  heaven,  and  I  believe  it 
went  forth  at  the  beginning,  which  is  this,  Worfflnp 
biwy  all  ye  gods.  Pfahm  xcvii.  7,  We  are  to\d  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft  that  tl"ke  true  meaning  of  that  com* 
rwand  is  this,  fVLen  he  hringetb  in  the  fhrfi-begottea 
into  the  ziorid,  be  faith.  And  let  all  the  angels  of  God 
:uH>rJkip  him.  Hcb.  i.  6.  And  in  that  command  the 
Lord's  fonfhip  fccms  to  be  clearly  revealed.  Th^ 
univerfal' particle  aU  (hows  that  there  was  not  one 
angel  exempt  from  that  divine  command,  J>/  all 
the  angels  of  God  ujorjbip  him  i.  and  this  was  to  be 
done .  when  the  Brft-begotten  waa  to  appear  in  the 

worlds 


(    3»9    ) 

Vorld,  that  is,  when  he  became  iacafnatc;  for,  M 
Ghrift  k  God;  and  God  is  immcnfity  itfelf, .and. 
fills  alf  fpace^  the  l^ringing  him  in  does  not  ligmfy 
any  modon  from  pfooc  to  place,  bnit  the  humi- 
Kation'  of  himfelf  whea  he  became  man,  or  when, 
he  aiTunaeci  humian  nature  >  aqd  it  is  plain  that  alt 
the  eledb  angels  of  God  did  worfhip  him  on  the 
very  day  of  his  birth,  jind  there  were  in  the  fame 
tcunfry  jhepherds  abiding  in  the  fields  keeping  tvateb 
over  their  flock  by  nigh/.  And^  lo^  the  angel  of  the 
Lard  came  upon  them,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  Jhone 
rnund  about  them ;  and  they,  were  afraid.  Ajnd  the 
angel  /aid  unto  them.  Fear  not :  for ,  beholds  I  bring 
you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  Jbali  bi  (a  oHfeo^' 
pie.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day,  in  the  city  of 
David,  a  faviour,  which  is  Chr0  the  Lord.  And, 
this  fhall  be  a  fign  unto  you ;.  ye  Jhall  find  the  babe 
wrapped  in  JwadMing  clothes,  lying  in  a  manger. 
And  Juddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a  muUituii 
of  the  heavenly  hojl  praiflng  God,  and  faying,  Qlory 
to  God  in  the  higbejl,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  wilt, 
towards  men.  Luke  ii*  8^ — 14.  There  is  one  par- 
ticular in  this  pafTage  that  fir  ikes  me,  and  that  is^ 
there  is  firfl:  an  account  of  one  angel  fpcaking,  and 
©f  no  more  5  And,  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came, 
upon  them,  and  the  gkry  of  the  Lord  fhone  round 
about  them.  Again  e  Aff^  the  angel  /aid  unto  them. 
Fear  nof  j  for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings,  3cc. ; 
and  then  all  the  heavenly  hod  began  their  anthem, 
Firom  which  it  appears  to  me  that  he  was  an  arch-^ 
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angel  that  led  in  the  worfhip  of  our  Immaniiel, 
and  very  likely  the  angel  Gabriel>  which  was  die 
name  of  the  angel  chat  brought  to  Zacharias  tha 
tidings  of  the  birth  of  J(rfui>  our  Ijord's  forentnneri 
as  it  is  written,  /  am  Gabritly  that  ftand  in  the  pre^ 
fence  of  God  *,  and  am  font  to  Jpeak  unto  tbee,  aad  to 
Jhew  thee  tbeje  glad  tidings*  lAike  i.  1 9.  We 
have  the  name  of  this  angel  again,  telling  Mary  of 
our  Lord's  conception  and  birth :  jind  in  the  Jixtb 
month  the  angel  Gabriel  was  fent  from  God  unto  a  city 
of  Galilee^  named  Nazareth^  to  a  virgin  efpoufed  to  a 
man  whofe  name  was  Jofepb.  Luke  i.  26,  27.  Hence 
I  conclude  that  it  was  the  angel  Gabriel  that  led 
in  the  worfhip  of  Chriftj  and  all  the  reft  joined  the 
chorus  and  followed  in  it.  From  which  it  appears 
that  the  truth  froni  which  the  angels  departed  lies 
in  theie  three  things : 

1.  That  Adam  was  the  figure  of  Chrift^  and 
Chrift  the  truth  of  that  type. 

2.  That  the  decfce  declared  refpeAing  the  fon« 
Ibip  of  Chrift  is  the  lecond  branch  of  tnith>  for 
he  is  the  Son  of  tbi  Father  in  truth  and  love. 
John  ii.  3. 

3*  The  word  of  God  is  tri^th,  whether  it  be 
coiYunandmcnts  or  promUes^  and  fhall  ftand  && 
for  ever  -,  for  the  fcriptures  cannot  be  broken^  nor 
(hall  one  jot  ever  pafs  away  unfulfilled ;  nor  will 
God  call  back  his  word,  or  alter  the  thing  that  is 
gone  forth  out  of  his  lips ;  and  this  is  a  trutb> 
among  many  others^  fTorJbip  bim^  all  ye  godsi  let 
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bU  she  angels  of  God  ^mrjbip  him.  And  chi6  coitv- 
mand  (lands  faft,  for  all  the  angeU  of  God  did 
ivordiip  him;  and,  if  fallen  angels  did  QOt^  or  would 
ihot,  it  doth  not  alter  the  matter,  for  it  is  pkin  they 
ehaVe  loft  the  title  of  being  angels  of  God,  and  are 
all  called  devils  to  thisday^  and  will  continde  to  be 
<kvi}s  to  all  eternity 4 

i^  i  do  not  fuppofe  that  all  thefe  things  lirere  folly 
-made  known  to  the  angels  at  the  hour  of  their 
creation^  but  rather  at  the  marriage  of  Adam  and 
lEve^  and  more  fully  in  heaven  foon  after;  for 
God  dtclareth  the  end  from  the  begtnning^  and  from 
anciinf  times  the  things  that  are  not  yet  done,  faying^ 
Afy  eounfel  Jhall  Jiandy  and  I  wiU  do  all  my  fleafure. 
ifaiah  xlvi,  lo*  The  angels  knew  their  Creator 
to  be  the  Son  of  Gojd,  for  unto  the  angcis  he 
faith,  Who  maketb  bis  angels  fpirits^  and  bis  miniJIerU 
m  flame  of  fare.  Heb.  i.7.  And  they  had  all  fteA 
Adam,  the  figure  of  him  that  was  to  come,  by 
which  they  knew  that  their  Creator  was  to  We 
thade  a  tittle  lower  than  the  angels^  or  for  a  little 
^hile  inferior  to  them.  Heb.  ii*  7.  This  was 
made  known  to  them,  and  they  ^ere  to  adore  him 
in  his  incarnation  1  for,  when  be  bringeth  in  tbefirfi 
hegotten  into  tbe  w^ldy  be/aitb,  And  let  all  the  angels 
ef  God  v)orJhif  him.  Heb.  i.  6.  This  Icems  to 
have  been  the  rock  of  offence  even  to  thefe  angelsj 
and  it  was  the  ftumbling-block  of  the  Jews  of  old. 
And  againft  God  manifeft  in  the  fle(h  do  all  devils 
Athelfts,  Deifts^  Socinians,  Arminians,  and  Arians 
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(and  all  others  that  are'  (launch  in  Satan's  caufe)^ 
kick  to  this  dlj,  which  (hows  whofe  intereft  it  is 
'that  they  e(pou(e^  and  who(e  w6rk  they  do. 

SalM  abode  not  in  the  truths  fays  Chrift.  To 
abide  in  the  truth  is  to  acquicfce  in  it^  embrace  it, 
and  obey  it.  But  Satan  rejeded  it,  and  rebelled 
againft  it ;  and  for  this  rebellion  he  loft  all  his  na- 
tive glory^  the  favt>Ur  of  God,  and  of  the  Son  of 
God;  at  which  all  his  happinefs,  modefty,  humi- 
lity, holinefs,  love,  reverence,  and  filial  fear  of 
God,  forfook  him,  when  pride  lifted  him  up  and 
fwelled  his  mind;  and  enmity,  malice,  and  re- 
venge, inflamed  him,  fmoked  and  burnt  in  him. 
O  what  a  change  was  this  I  I'be  angels  which  kept 
not  their  firfi  efiate^  but  left  their  own  habitation,  be 
bath  referved  in  everk^ing  chains  under  darknejs  unto 
the  judgment  of  the  great  day.  Judc  S.  Their  firft 
eftate  was  glory,  holinefs,  and  happine(si  but  now 
mifery.  Their  habitation  was  heaven;  but  now 
ft  is  this  world,  and  the  hearts  of  (inful  men:  He 
worketb  in  the  children  of  Sf obedience.  Their  chains 
are  their  unpardonable  tran(gre(riofls,  the  hot  dif* 
pleafure  and  wrath  of  God,  and  the  curbing  rt- 
ftraints  of  his  providence.  Their  darknefs  is  their 
implacable  enmity  againft  God  and  his  faints^  their 
dark  de(igns  againft  them,  and  their  furious  and  im- 
petuous  hafte,  being  always  hurried  on  by  rage  and 
malice  to  re(ift  and  counteract  whatever  appears  to 
be  the  will  and  defign  of  God. 

At  the  fall  of  angels  God  did  not  deprive  them 
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of  their  ftrength»  lights   knowledgt^  wifdom^  of 
underftanding ;  the&  are  lefc  to  aggravate  theU 
mifery.    They  are  wonderfully  ftrong.    This  ap-' 
pears  by  the  havoc  they  made  in  Egypt  when  God 
cajl  upm^tkem  thefierienefs  of  Us  anger ^  wrath ^  and 
indignoHoH^  and  trouble^  by  /ending  evil  oHgels  among 
them.  Pfalnn  Ixxviii.  49.    And  in  Job  aIfo»    When 
Satan  obtained  leave  of  God  (o  affiift  him^  a  ban« 
ditti  of  Sabeans  fell  upon  the  oxen^  afles^  and  fer* 
vants ;  a  fife  from  the  air  burnt  up  both  iheep  and 
Ihepherds}   the  Chaldeans  fell  upon  the  camelsi 
and  flew  all  their  keepers ;  a  wind  from  the  wil« 
derneis   fmote  the   houfe  at  all  its  four  corners 
and  killed  all  the  children   at  once.     He  foon 
tnuftercd  the  armies  of  his  wrath^  and  ratfed  both 
wind  and  fire  when  God  let  him  loofe,  or  length- 
ened out  the  chain  of  his  providence.    Nor  did  he 
flop  here;  he  fmote  Job  in  his  mind  with  the  darts 
of  his  ragCj  and  his  body  with  boils  from  head  to 
foot.     His  power  is  great ;  God  himfelf  calls  him 
theftrongy.  Ifaiah  liiu  i2.   And  having  fuch  flrength 
aggravates  him^  becaufe^  look  which  way  he  willj 
he  meets  with  omnipotence.     If  he  looks  to  God 
he  trembles  at  his  power;  and  if  to  the  poor  fheep 
of  Chrift^  they  are  poffelTed  with  an  omnipotent 
^irit  s  and  if  to  the  worlds  there  is  the  omxiipo* 
cence  of  Providence   Checkingi   reftraining,  and 
overruling i  fo  that  he  is  Tike  a  wild  bull  in  a  net. 

His  light  of  knowledge  is  great.     There  is  not 
9n  influepce,  operation^  or  ienfation,  of  the  Spirit, 
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HO,  flor  yet  a  fruit  or  gracp  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  bat 
what  he  can  counterfeit.  Hence  we  read  of  to« 
luntary  humility,  long  prayers,  vain  repeticions^ 
wilUworfhip,  diflembled  love,  feigned  faith,  tea^ 
porary  joy,  hypocritical  hope,  and  vain  cxpe^^ 
tionsj  and  the  devil  k  the  author  of  all  theife. 
Nor  is  there  a  doftrine  or  truth  in  the  Bible^  &an| 
the  fountain  of  all  truth,  I  nfiean  ^  trinity  qC  du 
vine  perfons  in  the  one  God,  down  to  the  lowefl; 
precept  which  is  to  regulate  the  condud  of  a  (aint^ 
but  what  he  can  pervert,  has  pervertedi  ^  doe^ 
pervert,  by  throwing  over  them  falfe  g^ofle^^  ob* 
fcuring  their  beauty,  Weakening  their  ftreng;^,  by 
eonfofing  the  mind,  putting  wroi\g  cofiftrudion^ 
upon  them,  and  giving  falfe  apprehcniions  of  their 
meaning,  and  making  f^lfe  aj^licationf  of  tbcm« 
And  an  enlightened,  mind  may  fee  the  devil  work- 
ing in  filch  preachers  as  clearly  as  you  may  fee  the 
wind  wave  the  Handing  corn,  or  a  ferpent  wriggle 
in  the  grafs.  Not  a  truth  but  what  they  will  namci 
and  not  a  truth  but  what  is  artfully  perverted  i  aa4 
under  all  this  fuch  humility  and  meek^efs,  fuch 
fympathy  and  love,  fuch  bowels  of  mercy,  pity, 
tifkd  compaffion,  for  ev«ry  dais  of  finncrs ;  bu^  af 
the  iame  time,  fuch  hatred  to  God,  to  his  fove-f 
reignity,  to  his  decree?  and  councils,  to  his  difcri^ 
minatmg  grace,  apd  to  the  objedls  of  his  choice^ 
as  makes  it  manifeft  that  they  are  of  that  wicked 
ene.  And  this  is  the  root  and  branch,  the  bafi$ 
and  £ibric,  qf  Airtni<»»iAni   Sa;an  reprefco^i^ 
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iKc  Almighty  to  tKcm  in  a  falfc  light,  in  which 
they  think  God  to  be  juft  /uch  an  one  as  them/elves. 
Pfalth  1.^2 !•  And,  under  the  operations  of  Sataii 
transformed  with  an  image  before  them,  even  the 
Jews  have  had  their,  wild  aflfeftions  ftirred,  and 
their  corrupt  paflions  moved,  till  the  inSuence  has 
terminated  in  an  infernal  and  burning  love  to  de- 
vils, even  till  they  have  flain  their  own  dhildrcn 
without  pity,  to  charm  the  devil  with  the  facrifices 
of  infants ;  of  which  infernal  fire  God  complains  :^ 
inflaming  your/elves  with  idols  under  every  green  iree^ 
flaying  the  children  in  the  v allies' under  the  clifts  of  the 
rocks.  Ifaiah  Ivii.  5,  Well  may  God  call  them 
the  Jons  of  the  forcerejs^  the  feed  of  the  adulterer  and 
the  whore.  Ifaiah  Ivii. 3.  Satan  transformed,  ope« 
fating  upon  the  flefhly  afFcftions  of  unrenewed 
finners,  is  no  lefs  than  a  linful  and  vile  union  with 
unclean  fpirits^  and  from  hence  every  wild  and 
unnatural  hift  ufi !  corruption  has  been  moved  and 
Airred  up,  infernal  imaginations  have  raifed  fuch 
fire  in  the  wanton  paflions  even  of  women,  as  to 
let  them  to  crying  and  howling  over  devils :  He 
faid  alfo  unto  me^  Turn  thee  yet  again,  and  thou  Jhali 
fee  greater  abominations  that  they  do.  '  Andy  behold, 
there  fat  women  weeping  for  Tammuz  (Ezck.  viii, 
13,  14);  which  is  the  devil  concealed. 

They  cxifl:  in  continual  fear  and  expeftatioh  of 
tlieir  future  judgment  and  the  awful  fcntence  of  itj^ 
WhiciK  they  kaow  will  be  paffcd  and'  executed  by 
<^e  fon*  (jf  God  in  human  naturiTi  for  God  wilt 

Y  3  Judge 


(    3a«    ) 

judge  the  world  in  rigbteoufnejs  hy  ibai  num  whom  h 
both  ordained.  A£bs  xvii.  3 1,  This  the  devils  be<r 
lieve,  s^nd  at  this  tbey  tremble  (James  ii.  19);  they 
therefore  faid  vnto  C\ixA^,fFbat  have  we  to  do 
with  tbee,  Jejus^  tbou  Son  of  God?  ^^  ^bou  come  biiber 
tg  torment  us  btfore  the  time?   M^tt,  viiit  29. 

Th^  rebellion  of  Satan  did  not  (top  or  reft  with 
himfelfi  the  unparalleled  contagion  fpreadj  and  aa 
innumerable  multitude  of  the  angelic  ho(t  were  in- 
fedVed  wich  it^  and  drawn  intQ  it«  When  John  is 
freaking  of  the  papal  ieippirc  ynder  the  name  of  4 
dragon^  and  of  the  many  fhipin^  minifters  of  the 
letter  being  dr^wn  into  apoftafy  and  errors  by  po- 
pery,  he  feems  to  aUude  to  the  fall  of  Satsin,  where 
he  fays.  And  his  tail  drew  the  third  part  of  the  Jtarf 
of  heaven^  and  did  cafi  them  to  the  earth.  Rev.xii.  4, 
A  g|reat  many  fallen  angels  there  muft  be  when  we 
read  of  a  legion  in  one  rnani  feven  iq  Mary  Mag- 
dalene :  nor  is  there  one  gracelefs  Unner  in  all  the 
worjd  diat  is  not;  led  captive  by  them.  In  the  fall 
of  Lucifer  we  fee  where  all  rebellion  firft  begaA, 
and  by  whom  it  was  fpread  j  and  this  all  our  def. 
perate  and  incurable  Jacobins  will  one  day  find  and 
confcfs  to  their  ? verlaftin^  flianie,  contempt,  and 
cpnfuf^on  pf  face. 

Whatever  might  have  been  conceived  in  the? 
mind  of  Lucifer  at  the  fight  of  Adam,  who  was 
the  figure  of  Chrift,  it  appears  that  the  open  rebek 
Eon  did  not  tl^en  break  out,  for  the  fcripturcs  iecm 
IP  infim^te  that  it  took  place  in  heaven*    fixA, 
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flrange  it  is  that  the  unparalleled  cohdefcetifion  ioi 
humiliation  of  Chrift  ihould  be  the  occafion  of 
Satan's  infinite  pride.    Never  was  there  fuch  hu« 
mility  as  that  of  God  manifeft  in  the  fle(h  i  and 
this  wasjeen  of  dngeb.    i  Tim.  iii.  i6.     And  never 
was  there  fuch  pride  in  any  creature  as  in  Satan 
rcfufing  worihip  to  his  Maker  in  a  nature  made  a  : 
little  lower  than  his  own.     But  God  lovjcth  the 
Son;  and  this  oppofition  to  him  was  highly  re- 
fented,  and  ever  will  be.   God  fummpned  Satan  and 
all  his  adherents^  and  arraigned  them,  and  brought 
home  his  charge  againft  theiri,  and  left  it  upon, 
their  mind  and  confcience,  and  the  divine  diiplea* 
fure  of  God  againft  it ;  but  Satan's  full  trial  of 
condemnation  did  not  take  place  as  yet ;  thb  was 
rcferved  to  a  future  time;  all  that  is  faid  upon: 
this  head  is,  that  God  put  no  iruft  in  tbeje  [angelic] 
Jervants ;  and  bis  angels  be  charged  wilb  folly.    Job 
iv.  1 8.    Some  good  men  underftand  that  paflage . 
to  be  meant  of  good  angels ;  and  they  talk  of  the 
charge  being  comparative  foUy.     We  know  there 
can  be  no  comparifon  between  the  creature  and  the 
Creator;  but>  as  the  angels  of  God  are  called  eleA 
angels^  holy  angels,  and  we  read  of  the  gjory  of, 
the  holy  angels,  mentioned  by  Chrift  himf<;]f^  I 
think  it  is  impoflible  that  they  could  always  behold 
the  face  of  God  if  they  could  be  charged  with  •^ 
folly.   And  thefc  angels  do  the  will  of  God  in  their 
obedience  fo  perfeftly,  that  our  J^ord  ladies  us , 
to  pray,  7by  yoill be  dono  09  fi^ibj  as,it  is  in  beaven^ 
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God  pronounced  all  his  works  to  be  very  good  ( 
but  folly  is  always  exprelfiye  of  evil,  in  feme  branch 
of  It  or  other.     And,  as  the  angels  rennain  in  their 
oKginal  and  creative  innocency>  purity^  and  holi^ 
ntfs,  and  are  made  known,  in  the  fcriptures  of 
truth  to  be  eled:  angels^  and  are  confimied  in  their 
ftanding  now  in  ChrLft,  who  is  the  bead  of  aUprin-- 
€ipality  and  fowfr  (CoL  ii.  ic),  if  there  is  any 
folly  in  thefe  holy  creatures,  it  muft  refiedl  dif- 
honour  upon  their  creation  and  upon  their  Creator, 
for  they  are  what  God  made  them ;  nor  have  they 
any  thing  in  them  but  what  God  put  into  them« 
And  who  will  afcribe  folly  to  God,  or  to  the, work 
of  his  hands  ?     No  one  text  in  ^1  the  book  of 
God  ever  pointed  out  or  allowed  (in  or  foUy  to  be 
|tie  workmanfhip  of  God  s  nor  are  they  to  be  found 
ill  or  among-  any  one  of  the  creature^  that  he  made, 
when  they  came  out  of  his  hands.     Bqt  it  may  bo 
ob)e£ted  that  they  are  called  his  angels ;  be  charged 
bis  angels  wifb  folly ;  which  Ihows  that  he  claimed 
them  as  his.     I  anfwer,  they  were  his  before  they 
fell  $  ^d  even  now  he  lays  the  fame  claini  to  theai 
as  he  does  to  all  wicked  men  $  the  deceived  and  tbf 
deceiver  are  bis.  Job  xii.  1 6.   The  reafon  theie  good 
men  urge  in  favour  of  good  angels  being  intended 
is,  that  the  words  charged  wi^b  folly  zit  not  ftrong 
'  enough  to  exprefs  the  juft  indignation  of  God  againft 
(iich  confummate  wickednefs  as  that  of  open  rebel- 
lion againff  the  Almighty  himfelf.    To  all  which  I 
anfwer,  ^at  for  his  difebedience,  apoltafy,  and. 
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jTtbeliion^  Satan  was  charged  with  folly;  and  caft  OuV 
of  heaven ;  but  as  yet  he  had  not  taken  hk  fi;^U  tria% 
he  was  not  as  yet  fylly  judged,  becaufe  (like  the  . 
Amerites)  he  had  not  filled  up  his  meafure;  hi$ 
'iniquity  was  npt  yet  full.    But,  when  he  had  r«ine4 
cur  firft  parent%  and  all  the  human  race  in  thenm^ 
then  we  hear  of  his  full  triaK  and  of  his  eternal 
fentence.     But  this  was  to  take  place  in  paradife 
in  this  world,  which  is  the  dcvirs  ftagc  of  a&ion, 
on  which  this  unpardonable  tranfgreflbr  is  to  finilh 
his  work  of  deceiving,  until  all  his  adherents  have 
filled  up  their  meafure  as  well  as  he,  and  then  ihal)^ 
^he  end  come. 

After  this  Satan  was  caft  out  of  heaven;  for 
Tohn  feems  to  fpeak  in  allufion  to  this  when  he  is 
prediding  the  dethroning  of  the  pagan  Romaq. 
emperors,  iif  which  Satan  had  long  reigned^ and 
ruled,  and  by  whofe  inftrumentality  he  had  long 
perfecuted  and  murdered  the  faints;  when,  by  the 
coming  of  Conftantine,  a  Chriftian  emperor,  the 
great  dragon  was  caft  out^  that  old/erfent^  caUU  tbt 
Devil  and  Satan,  which  deceiveth  the  whole  world: 
be  was  caft  out  into  the  earthy  and  his  angels  were  caft 
put  with  him*  And  I  heard  a  loud  voice  Jaying  in 
fieaven^  Now  is  come  Jalvation^  and  ftrengthy  and  the 
kingdom  of  our  God^  and  the  power  of  his  Chrift :  for 
the  accufer  of  our  brethren  is  cq/i  down,  which  accu/ed 
them  b^ore  our  God  day  and  night.  And  they  over^^ 
fame  him  iy  the  blood  of  the'  Lamb.  Rev.  xii.  9 — \  1. 
Allthefe  things  feem  to  be  borrowed  from  thc^falfv 
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of  Sataiij  and  by  which  pagan  emperors  and  their 
minifters  are  compared  to  the  devil  and  his 
angels. 

Peter  faysj  that  Skcan  was  not  only  caft  ,out  of 
heaven,  but  was  caft  into  hell.  Fcr^  if  Godjpared 
net  the  angels  that  finned^  hut  caft  them  down  to  belly 
and  delivered  tb(m  into  chains  ofdarknefs^  to  be  re-- 
ferved  unto  judgment^  &c.  2  Peter  ii.  4.  Now,  if 
the  word  hell  fignifies  the  dreadful  ftate  into  which 
the  angeU  are  fallen,  even  as  our  Lord's  fufferings 
are  called  hell  and  the  pains  of  hell,  it  is  eafy  to  be 
underftood ;  but  if  by  hell  is  meant  the  bottomlcfs 
pit,  the  real  receptacle  of  the  damned,  it  is  a  won- 
der how  he  got  out.  This  is  no  where  revealed, 
that  I  know  of  j  but,  if  it  was  fo,  it  was  permitted 
fi>r  the  trial  of  mankind  \  for  the  devils  are  by  no 
means  in  a  place  of  confinement,  or  they  are  not 
confined  in  any  prifbn ;  for  Peter  fays  that  o\ir  ad- 
ver/ary  the  devil  is  continually  going  about,  as  a  roaring 
lionf  feeking  whom  he  may  devour.  And  this  is  ob- 
vious enough,  not  only  by  the  wickednefs  of  the 
openly  profane,  but  by  the  fwarms  of  heretics,  hy- 
pocrites, and  impoftors,  with  which  the  profefling 
church  is  almoft  overrun. 

The  higheft  feat  of  the  fatanic  empire,  where  the 
devils  refide,  hold  their  counfel,  and  keep  their  court, 
is  in  the  air;  this  the  fcriptures  teftify  abundantly. 
Wherein  in  time  faft  ye  walked  according  to  the  courfe 
of  this  worldy  according  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of 
the  air,  the  Jpirit  that  mow  worketb  in  the  children  (f 
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df/bie^eme*  Eph.  ii.  2.  This  appears  alio  by  pQ^ 
Lord's  parable  of  the  fower^  in  which  he  calls  the. 
devils  the  fowls  of  the  air :  JnJ  it  came  to  pqfs^  a$ 
be  Jowedy  fome  fett  hy  the  way-Jide^  and  the  fowh  ef 
the  air  came  and  devoured  it  up  (Mark  i  v.  4)  j  and  the 
explanation  of  that  part  of  the  parable  is^  that  Satan 
comitb  immediately,  and  taketb  away  tbe  word  that, 
was/own  in  their  hearts^  Mark  iv,  14.  And,  when 
the  difciples  returned  from  their  labour  in  the  mi* 
niihy,  and  told  Chrift  of  the  devils  being  fubjeft  to 
them  through  his  name^  our  Lord  iaid  unto  them, 
J  beheld  Satan  as  lightning  faU  from  heaven.  Luke 
X.  18.  By  all  which  it  appears  that  the  devils 
hold  their  council,  and  keep  their  court,  in  the 
^ir;  rheir  pride  ftill  mounting  them  as  high  as  they 
can  poifibly  get. 

And  where  they  keep  their  court  there  they  will 
find  the  beginning  of  their  torment,  for  fo  it  is 
written :  Jnd  it  JhaU  come  to  pajs  in  that  day^  that 
the  Lord  Jballpmijh  the  hofi  of  the  high  ones  that  an 
on  high,  and  tbe  kings  of  the  earth  upon  tbe  earthy 
And  th^  fhall  be  gathered  together,  as  prifoners  ar^ 
gath^ed  in  tbe  pit,  and  JhaU  be  fhut  up  in  tbe  prifon, 
and  after  mtvy  dc^s  fball  they  be  vi/ited^  Then  thr 
moon  fball  be  cqnfounded,  and  the  fun  afbamed,  when 
the  Lord  of  bojis  fball  reign  in  mount  Zion,  and  ^ 
Jerufafem,  and  before  his  ancients  gloriot^y.  Ilaiah  xxi v. 
2 1 — 22.  The  bojl  of  tbe  high  ones  that  are  on  high 
j»re  the  devils,  ?nd  are  diftinguilhed  from  the  kings 
of  (h?  earthji   which  will  be  puniflied  upon  the 
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MMh  In  the  Mttte  of  Armageddbrl^'aftft)'  ttie  dle-^' 
ftmdicHl  df  the  h&Ufi;  and  this  punilhnlent  will 
eDmmence  lipoii  the  firft  refurrtdion,  in  which 
itl  the  juA  wilh  rife,  ind  at  which  tifAe  this  wdrlrf 
trill  be  burnt  vp,  and  a  new  heaven  and  ^  MW 
earth  Will  iippear.  The  devils  and  all  the  wicked, 
feys  the  prophet,  will  be  gathered  together  into 
iSie  pit,  and  be  ihut  up  in  the  prifon  of  hell,  ^d 
will  remain  there  a  thoufand  years,  in  which  nvnt 
Chrift  will  reign  in  i  ^orious  manner  before  all 
kls  faints,  from  Adam  the  firft  down  tb  the  laft 
^ul  called  by  grace.  The  firft  of  thefe  the  pcb^ 
phet  calls  the  Lord^s  antients.  And,  ikrhen  the 
dioufand  years  are  out,  Which  the  prophet  calls 
jflilany  days,  they  will  be  vifited,  that  is,  they  Will 
be  brought  forth  to  be  judged  at  the  laft  jtidg^ 
tMht.  And  even  the  apoftle  John  feems  to  have 
taken  fome  of  his  matter  fton^  this  pafiage  o^ 
Ifaiah,  when  he  tells  us  that  tbefeventb  angel  powrei 
tut  bis  vhl  into  the  air ;  and  tbete  (ome  a  great  voice 
eat  of  the  temple  of  beaven,  from  the  throne^  Joying^ 
It  is  done.  Rev.  xvi.  17.  And  this  pouring  out 
the  vial  of  wrath  into  the  air  is. explained  to  be 
the  binding  of  Satan:  And  I  Jaw  an  angel  come 
Amnfrom  heaven^  having  the  key  of  the  bottomUfs  pit^ 
kfid  a  great  chain  in  bis  band.  And  be  laid  bold  on 
the  dragon y  that  old  fer pent ^  which  is  the  divil  and 
Satan^  and  hound  him  a  thoufand  yeatSy  and  cqfl  bim 
into  the  bottomle/s  pity  and  Jbut  bini  up^  oHd  fet  ajeal 
upon  bim,  that  be  Jhould  deciive    b '  motions  no  n$ore 
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tiJ/  the  ibanfani  years  Jbquld  ^  M^Ued^  ^nd  after, 
<j^(|/  be  muft  be  kofed  ^  Utiie/e^on.  Rev.  xx.  ir— 34 
la  all  which  Jqhn  agrees  wich  the  prophet  Ifiusih^ 
^ac  upon  the  Qrft  refurref^ipn^  in  whigh  all  th^ 
y£  blefled  and  holy  will  riie,  the  devil  an^  hiA 
a(Pgels^  wt\ich  are  in  the  air^  apd  which  are  q^ll^d 
tfec.  hoft  of  the  hi§h  ones  tfe^t  arc  on  high,  wiU 
have  the  wrath  of  God  ^wrti  opt  vp^n  them* 
The  earth  and  all  Uie  wprks  of  \%  y^Wi  at  the  fanw 
tinae  be  burnt  up,  an4  the  wicked  will  be  buritt 
Vp  alfo  in  the  general  cpnflagr^ion,  jyft  as  it  wM 
\fx  the  days  of  Jl^ot }  for  tbe  Jame  dag  tk^f  Jjtt  yferA 
^t  of  Sodom  it  ra^^dfire  and  hrimjione  from  be^ven^ 
and  destroyed  tbem  alh  Even  tbus  Jball  it  be  in  tbe  day, 
%bev  tbe  Son  of  man  is  revealed,  Luke  xvii,  29,  30* 
The  bodies  of  the  wicked  bci|ig  byrnt  to  jaihes 
with  the  wprld,  all  the  foul?  of  thefe  wicked  men^ 
togfcther  with  the  devil  ^nd  his  angels^  will,  hi 
gafbered  tog^tber^  as  prif oners  are  gathered  into  tbe  fit 9 
pr  dungeon,  and  Jball  be  Jhut  uf  in  tbe  prifon^  and 
fft&r  many  dqj/s  jball  they  he  vifited,  Ifiiiah  xxjv.  aa» 
At  the  clofc  of  the  thoufand  y?ars  reign  thefe  pri- 
foners*  will  be  vificed,  for  death  and  hell  rpuft  give 
up  their  dead.  Death  npiuft  give  up  the  dead 
bodies,  and  hell  mui^  givd  up  all  condemned  fouls^ 
in  order  to  appear  in  the  general  and  laft  judgment. 
And,  when  all  thefe  arc  raifed^  then  Satan  muji  be 
kofed  for  a  little  fenfon  (Rev.  xx.  3),  and  will  once 
ipnore  deceive  the  mined  race  of  mankind,  evea 
when,  they  are  r^ifcd  frona  the  dea^i.    Andviken  fis 
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tboufand  years  can  ixpind  Solan  JbaS  he  bofed  Mi  of 
bisfrtfon^  andJhaUgo  out  to  deceive  the  nations  toUcb 
are  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  earthy  Gog  and  Magogs 
to  gather  them  together  to  battle:  the  number  of  wham 
is  as  ihefand  upon  thefeajbore.  And  they  went  up  M 
She  breadth  of  the  edrtb,  and  compajfed  the  camp  of 
the  faints  about ,  and  the  beloved  city.  Rev.  xx.  7 — ^ 
The  devil  and  his  adherents  (till  bend  all  their  rage 
at  Chrift  and  his  faints,  for  hell  will  never  cure 
them  of  theii-  malice  and  indignation  s  they  en^ 
compafs  the  camp  of  the  faints  and  the  beloved 
dtfj  but  all  in  vain;  for  faints^  in  an  immortal 
ftate^  cannot  be  deceived  nor  hurt.  The  deadifmaU 
and  great,  muft  Jiand  before  God.  Rev.  xx.  12. 
And  even  angels  fhall^  in  one  fenfe,  be  judged  by 
the  faints,  i  Cor.  vi.  3.  Jnd  all  who  are  not  found 
%vritten  in  the  book  of  life  will  be  cajl  into  the  lake  of 
fire.  Rev.  xx.  15.  But  this  fire  will  be  poured  out 
tipon  them  before  their  eternal  imprifonment  takes 
place.  Fire^  fays  John,  came  down  from  God  out  of 
heaven,  and  devoured  them  (Rev.xx.  9);  which  is 
not  to  be  underftood  of  that  fire  which  will  bum  up 
the  earthy  but  of  the  wrath  of  God.  Read  Ifaiah 
i»t..33. 

Having  given  my  reader  a  fmall  account  of  the 
origin  of  the  devil,  I  now  proceed  to  treat, 

a.  Of  the  works  of  the  devil     That  all  the  zh* 

gels  were  prefent  when  the  Lord  delivered  the  law 

to  Adam  appears  plain ;  for,  after  Satan  had  entered 

into  the  ferpent,  he  brought  forth  fome  words  that 
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the  Lord  fpAke  to  Adam  at  the  delivery  of  die 
law.  But  tf  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evslf 
thou  Jhalt  not  eat  of  it:  for  in  the  day  tbou  eat^ 
thereof  thou  fhalt.  furely  die.    Gen.  ii.  17.     And  the 

ferpentfaid  unto  the  woman,  lea,  bath  God /aid,  Ta 

'Jhall  not  eat  rf every  tree  of  the  garden  ?  Gen.  iii.  i* 
By  this  fpeech  it  appears  plain  that  Satan  knew 
that  the  divine  prohibition  relpefted  a  certain  tree, 
of  which  they  were  not  to  eat ;  a|id  his  putting  it 
to  the  woman  by  way  of  quefton  was  intended  to 
beget  a  doubt  in  her  mind,  and  to  confule  her,  and 
bring  her  to  hefitate ;  and  it  had  that  tfft&,  for  in 
her  anfwer  Ihe  deviates  from  God's^  exprefied 
aflertion,  tbou  fialt  furely  die,  and  anfwered,   Te 

fball  not  eat  of  it,  neither  Jbatt  ye  touch  it,  left  ye  iRe. 
Gen.  iii.  3.     And  the  ferpent /aid  unto  the  woman,  Te 

fhaU  not  furely  die.  This  was  giving  the  lie  even 
to  God  in  his  revealed  word  \  and  this  lie  poor 
Eve  conceived :  and,  as  this  appears  to  be  the  firft 
lie  that  ever  was  told  in  the  world,  and  was  told 
by  Satan,  he  at  this  time  obtained  the  name  of  the 
father  of  lies  \  and  in  £ve*s  mind  he  begat  it,  for 
there  can  be  no  father  without  a  child.  And  this 
is  what  our  Lord  alludes  to  when  he  fays  that  Satan 
ahode  not  in  the  truth,  becaufe  there  is  no  truth  in  him. 
When  befpeaketh  a  lie^  beffeaketh  of  his  own ;  for  be 
is  a  liar^  and  the  father  of  it,  J  ohn  viii.  44.  Satan 
having  gained  this  ground,  he  plied  the  woman 
with  all  his  three  engines  at  once. 

I.  Th<; 


i.  The  hift  of  t^c  Qeih :  a^0»  ibg  "wmnfi!^  tiiat 
Hfe  free  ims  g(wdfor'/ood. 

a.  And  then  with  the  luft  of  the  eye :  and  tbdl 
tie  fruit  was  pleqfant  to  the  eye. 

3.  With  the  pride  of  life :  it  was  n  tree  tohedt- 
Jired  ta  make  one  v^.  And  with  all  thefe  three  he 
attacked  our  Lord  in  the  wildcrnefs. 

1.  With  the  luft  of  the  fleflh :  If  thou  he  the  Sott 
qf  Cody  command  thefe  fiones  to  ie  9§ade  head. 

2.  With  the  luft  of  the  eyes :  Hejbewed  him  all 
the  kingdmns  of  the  worlds  and  the  ^ory  ^  them. 
And, 

3.  With  the  pride  of  life ;  M  tbfftfhaU  ie  thive^ 
if  thou  iviitfall  down  and  zvorfhip  me.  Satan  foiled 
the  woman,  but  the  woman's  feed  (biled  him :  jfil 
that  is  iu4be  worlds  the  kfi  rftbefkfi^  the  lufi  of  the 
eyes^  and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not  of  the  Father,  hut  is 
of  the  world,  i  John  ii,  16.  And  here  we  fee  where 
all  thefe  came  from^  namely,  from  S^tfm;  and  poor 
£ve  conceived  firft  a  lie.    . 

2.  Unbelief;  Te  fhall  not  furely  die;  which  fhe 
believed;  and  by  eating  the  forbidden  fruit  fhe 
conceived  all  thefe;  at  once*  In  this  affair  appears 
the  myftery  of  the  wife  man.     This  wifdom  have  I 

Jeen  alfo  under  the  fun,  and  it  Jeemed  great  unto  me. 
There  was  a  little  city,  and  a  few  men  witHn  it  i  and 
fhere  came  a  great  king  againft  it,  and  befieged  it, 
wd  built  great  bulwarks  againfi  it :  now  there  was 

found  m  it  a  poor  wife  man,  and  be  by  bis  wifdom 
7  delivered 
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delivered  the  Hiyi  yet  no  man  remembered  t%at  fame 
poor  man.  Then  /aid  /»  wifdinn  is  better  than 
ftrengtb:  neveribelefs  the  poor  man^s  tvifdom  is  de- 
Jpijedy  and  bis  words  are  not  beard.  Eccl.  ix.  13 — 1 6. 
This  little  city  was  Zion  in  the  loins  of  Adam  5 
the  great  king,  Satan ;  the  liege,  his  temptations  \ 
the  bulwarks,  are  the  devil's  image ;  the  wife  man 
that  delivered  it  is  Chrift ;  his  wjfdom  that  is  de- 
ipifed  is  his  gofpel ;  the  words  that  are  not  heard 
are  the  w£>rds  and  promifes  of  life ;  and  thofe  that 
are  given  up  to  defpife  them  are  of  their  father  the 
devil. 

Sbe  took  of  t be  fruit  thereof  and  did  eat^  and  gave 
aljb  unto  her  bufbandy  and  be  did  eat.  Gen.  iiL  6. 
What  this  fruit  was  is  variouQy  conjcftiircd  \  the 
citron,  or  citron-apple,  bids  the  faireft  to  be  the 
forbidden  fruit,  becaufe  Chrift,  fpeaking  to  the 
church,  fays,  /  raifed  tbee  up  under  tbe  applet-tree : 
tbere  tby  mother  brought  thee  forth ;  there  Jbe  brtmgbi 
thee  forth  that  bare  thee.  Song  viii.  5.  in  which 
words  we  have, 

1 .  The  depths  of  man's  fall,  and  all  the  eledl 
among  them,  for  we  are  all  the  children  of  wratb 
even  as  others ;  hence  it  is  faid,  /  raifed  tbee  up.    . 

2.  Raifing  them  up  figniBes  quickening  them, 
and  raifing  them  out  of  a  (late  of  death  and 
condemnation. 

3.  The  mother  that  brought  the  church  forthp 
and  that  bare  her,  is  the  covenant  of  grace,  the 

Z  heavenly 
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heavenly  Jgrufalem  above^  which  is  free^  for  Jbe  is 
the  mother  of  us  alU     Gal.  iv.  26. 

4*  And  at  that  time  the  covenant  of  life  and 

{)cace  exhibited  her  fii  ft  promife,  and  held  forth 

for  the  firft  time  her  breaft  of  confolation :  Hit 

feed  of  the  woman  jhall  bruife  the  ferpenCs  head. 

Gen.  iii.  15. 

5.  And,  as  the  words  brought  thee  forth  are  re- 
peated, it  (hows  that  they  were  not  only  raifcd  from 
the  dead  and  quickened,  but  brought  forth  from 
bondage,  guilt,  and  fear,  to  the  experience  of 
mercy,  compalTion,  goodnefs,  and  love^  for  with- 
out  the  operation  of  thefe  there  is  no  coming  forth, 
but  a  banging  back  and  fticking  faft.  And,  upon 
the  whole,  it  appears  that  our  firft  parents  were  the 
firft  ele<5i  called,  the  firft  converted,  the  firft  fpi- 
ritual  feed  that  appeared  in  the  world,  and  the 
firft*fruits  unto  God  and  the  Lamb.  Oh  fuper* 
abounding  grace! 

This  vile  and  malicious  crime  of  Satan,  in  lead- 
log  all  the  human  race  into  apoftafy,  fhows  his 
implacable  enmity  to  God,  and  inveterate  hatred 
to  human  nature,  which  ftill  appears;  for,  al- 
though  we  have  no  account  that  devils  difagree, 
or  are  cruel  to^cach  other,  yet  they  appear  moft 
defperace  and  cruel  to  mankind,  and  even  to  thofe 
ftnners  which  are  the  greateft  drudges  in  the  devil's 
fcrvice,  as  may  be  ieen  in  his  making  Judas  hang 
himfclf  when  Satan  got  poiTcIIion  of  hi.n,   and 

driving 
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driving  king  Saul  often  into  infanity)  and  then  io 
fall  upon  the  point  of  his  own  (word ;  and  by 
bafafllng  others  with  unremitted  accufations  who 
have  been  led  by  his  allurements  into  the  greateft 
cnoftnities.  Upon  the  whole,  he  is  a  moft  def- 
pei'ate  enemy  to  the  Alniightyj  and  a  moft  cruel 
and  favage  tormcnter  of  the  fons  of  men. 

But  in  this  his  fedudion  of  mankind  he  filled  up 
his  meafure,  and  ripened  himfelf  for  judgnnient:  And 
the  Lord  God  Jdid  unto  the  ferpenti  Becaufe  thou  bafi 
done  fbis,  tkou  art  cur/ed  above  all  cattle^  and  abo-ve 
every  beafi  cf  the  field  i  upon  iby  belly  Jhalt  tbou  go, 
and  duft  Jhalt  thou  eat  all  the  days  of  thy  lifi.  Gen. 
iii.  14.  The  whole  of  this  is  very  obfeure,  but  it 
is  eafy  to  obfcrve  the  hot  difpleafure  of  God  in  it 
in  thefe  words,  becaufe  tkou  baji  done  thisi  In 
heaven  the  ele£t  and  confirmed  angels  refifted  and 
efcaped  his  fedu6l:ion;  and  the  Son  of  God, 
againft  whom  Satan  rebelled,  being  omnipotent 
foon  avenged  himfeif  on  this  encrtiyi  but  man, 
poor,  earthly>  frail  man,  is  for  ever  ruined  ift  him- 
felf, and  diveftcd  of  all  power  cither  to  refift  or 
extricate  himfelf:  therefore,  for  thifi  unparalleled 
trueltyj  this  unprovoked  indignation,  I  will  not 
fpare;  becaufe  tbou  baft  done  this,  tbou  art  curfed 
above  all  cattle. 

Satan  obtained  tw6  names  by  this  his  d^ceptign^ 
that  of  the  old  ferpent  (Rev.  xii.  9),  because  he 
abufed  that  creature  as  the  inftrument  of  this  mif- 
chief:    and,   as  he  had  brought  mankind  iinder 
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the  fentence  of  deaths  he  is  c^edi  a  nmrJl&^r  from 
the  beginning.  John  viiL  44.  The  fentence  that 
was  pafled  upon  the  ferpent  fell  with  all  its  weight 
upon  the  devil,  the  old  ferpent;  for  beafts  and 
reptiles  are  not,  properly  fpeaking,  the  fubje^ts  of 
(he  curfe  and  wrath  of  Ood*  When  God  curled 
the  ground,  barrennefs  with  briers  and  thorns  were 
Nu  die  effe6ls  of  it:  and  when  God  tells  the  great  men 

among  the  Jews  that  he  had  curfed  their  bleffings^ 
k  means  that  the  laws  which  he  had  given  them 
would  be  a  trap  to  them  in  Mefliah's  days,  becaufe 
they  would  truft  in  the  types  inftead  of  truth,  and 
in  the  ihadows  inftead  of  the  fubftance ;  and  that 
their  very  tythcs  and  offerings,  on  which  they 
lived,  would  prove  a  bane  inftead  of  a  bleffing  1 
for  to  the  uulelieving  there  is  nothing  ilean^  mind 
and  con/iience  being  both  defiUd.  But  what  is  the 
curfe  of  God  upon  ferpents,  cattle,  and  beafts 
4>f  the  field  ?  All  divine  laws  that  God  has  given 
are  to  rational  creatures.  God's  wrath  is  revealed 
againfl:  fin,  and  his  curfe  is  levelled  at  finnans* 
And,  for  my  part,  I  do  not  think  that  the  featence 
of  the  great  Judge  of  quick  and  dead  fell  either 
upon  the  ferpent  or  on  the  beaft  of  the  field. .  I 
believe>  notwithftanding  all  that  good  men  hare  faid 
'  about  the  fcrpent*s  formerly  going  ere<ft  though 
now  reduced  to  crawl,  and  formerly  eating  better 
food  but  now  much  duft  with  its  meat,  on  ac- 
count  of  its  crawling  in  the  duft,  &c.  It  is  well 
known  that  there  are  many  creepings  things  of  the 
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fcrpent  kind:  the  hooded  ferpent,  the  horned  fcr- 
pent,  the  fiery  flying  fcrpent,  the  bafilifk,  and  the 
dragon;  the  deaf  adder,  the  common  adder,  th|L 
viper,  and  the  afp  5  the  water  fnake,  the  land  fnake, 
and  the  rattle  fnake ;  the  conger  eel,  the  common 
eel,  and  the  lamper  eel.     All  thefc  are  of  the  fcr- 
pent kind,  and  go  all  alike  upon  their  belly.    Now, 
the  fcrpent  which  the  devil '  abufed  was  but  one, 
and  could  be  but  of  one  kind ;  but  of  what  kind 
we  know  not.     And  the  fentcnce  of  God  is  in  the 
Angular  number,  upon  that  ferpent  in  which  the 
devil  appeared,  and  upon  that  only :  Upon  thy  hellj 
fljolt  ibou  go^  and  duft  Jhalt  thou  eat  all  the  days  of 
thy  l^e.    So  that,  when  that  one  ferpent  died  thts 
fentence  was  fully  executed.     Whereas,  if  it  be 
true,  as  fome  learned  men  conjedure,  that  ferpents 
before  man's  fall  went  ere^,  it  follows  that  God*s 
fentence  has  fallen  upon  every  kind  of  ferpent, 
from  the  dragon  to  the  eel ;  for  all  thefe  go  uppn 
their  belly.    But  the  fentence  of  the  ferpent,  which 
Hands  upon  record,  is  by  no  means  fo  unbounded. 
Nor  do  I  believe  that  the  duft  of  the  earth  is  the 
jmeat  of  ferpentsj  for  thofe  who  keep  ferpcnts  iri 
fhe  kingdom  of  Abyffinia,  for  the  purpofe  of  divi^ 
nation,    feed  them  with  white  bread   and  milk, 
which  Mr,  Bruce  fays  thofe  creatures  are  very  fond 
of:  and^  if  they  eat  much,  it  is  allowed  to  be  z 
good  omen^  if  little,  a  bad  one:  and  by  thefe  things 
thofe  pagans  judge  of  their  good  or  bad  fticcefs  in 
their  wars  or  other  undertakings.     But  enough  of 
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1  believe  the  dreadful  fcntence  of  the  great  God, 
.which  was  pafled  upon  fo  great  an  offender,  and  for 
fuch  an  unparalleled  offence,  amounts  to  much  more 
than  fuch  trivial  things  as  the  above.  There  was 
an  innumerable  company  of  fallen  angels  in  league 
with  Satan,  who  were  all  included  in  him ;  and  in 
the  loins  of  Adam^  then  fallen,  there  was  an  ii)- 
pumerable  n^ultitude  of  reprobate  (inniers,  who 
at  this  time,  and  upon  this  trial  and  judgment  pf 
Satan,  are,  and  that  by  God  hjmfelf,  called  his 
feed :  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman^ 

and  between  thy  Jeed  and  her  feed.  Gep.  iii.  15.  By 
the  woman  I  underfjband  £ve  in  type,  but  the 
church  in  truth ;  and  by  the  worpan's  feed  Chrift, 
for  he  was  bo^n  of  a  member  of  the  houfehold  of 
faith,  and  is  the  faithful  aqd  true  witnefs  himfelf ; 
and  Mary  was  a  believer  who  bare  him,  and  is 
blefTed  on  account  of  h^r  faith :  hleJIfed  is  Jbe  that 
believedi  fir  there  P^(^ll  h^  a  perfirmance  of  tbofe 
things  which  were  told  her  by  the  Lord.  Chrift 
therefore  is  the  firft  fcedj  firft  in  the  choice  and 
purpofe  of  God;  firfl  in  the  promifci  and  firft 
in  eminence,  title,  and  dignity,  being  the  plant  of 
renown,  and  all  the  rcfl  but  plants  of  difgrace : 
and  next  to  Chrift  all  the  eleft  in  him,  which  are 
cxprefsly  called  Chrift's  feed  (Ifaiah  lix.  21);  and 
they  are  like  wife  called  the  church's  feed,  Ifaiah 
|iv.  33.  This  is  the  woman  and  her  fee;!.  And 
there  is  another  feed  which  God  calls  the  feed  of 
jhe  fcrpent:  I  will  put  enmity  between  thy  feed  and 
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her  feed.  By  the  fcrpcnt'5  feed  here,  the  other 
fallen  angels  that  adhered  to  Satan  are  not  in* 
tended ;  they  are  called  the  devil's  angels,  but  are 
never  called  the  devil's  feed.  The  devil's  feed  are 
the  reprobate  part  of  mankind^  which  continue  in 
Satan's  image,  efpoufe  and  adhere  to  Satan's 
caufe,  fight  ufider  his  banner^,  and  for  him  %  who 
do  his  works^  love  his  fervice ;  who  imitate  and 
Unite  with  him  againft  Chrift  and  bis  believing 
and  obedient  family.  Their  badge  and  charac- 
teriftic  is  enmity;  I  will  put  enmity  between  thy  feed 
emd  herjeed.  And  fure  I  am  that  even  the  Mediator 
came  not  to  ftand  in  this  gap:  Think  ye  that  lam 
€i>me  to  find  peace  upon  earth  ?  nay^  but  rather  droi^- 
fion^  yea  n  Jward  and  afire ;  and  to  /et  three  agtunjt 
twOi  and  two  againji  thre^  i  and  ye  Jhall  be  hated  rf 
all  men  for  my  name's  Jake*  Thcfe  arc  the  ferpent's 
(eed,  according  to  Chrift's  account  $  for  he  calls 
them  ferpentSj  and  adds,  Tou  are  of  your  father  the 
devil,  and  the  lufis  of  your  father  ye  will  do.  Thefc, 
lays  Chrift,  have  fern  and  hated  ioth .  me  and  my 
Father  \  andyoufballMe  hated  of  all  fuch  men  for  my 
name's  fake.  Thefe  murdered  Chrift,  and  all  his 
children  which  they  could  come  at,  as  this  feed 
have  endeavoured  to  do  ever  fince,  more  pr  lels  i 
and,  whether  they  are  under  reftraint  or  let  loofe, 
whether  they  ad  or  lie  dormant^  they  are  to  be 
known  by  their  enmity :  /  will  put  enmity  between 
thy  feed  and  her  feed.  Nor  Ihall  all  the  wifdom  of 
{jbe  Arminians  ever  bring  about  a  reconciliatioa 
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betweea  thefe,  though  rhey  debafe  the  juft  to  the 
duft,  and  exalt  the  criminal  to  the  clouds.  This 
feed  of  the  ferpent  not  only  bear  his  image,  and 
defend  his  u(urped  empire  and  alTumed  authorityi 
but  they  bear  his  name,  and  are  exprefsly  called 
Jerpents^  and  a  generation  of  vipers,  who  cannot  efcape 
the  damnattm  of  hell.  Now,  as  the  devils  are  called 
lions,  dragons,  ferpents,  &c.  and  fome  of  them 
are  called  by  Chrift  fowls  of  the  air,  which  devour 
the  good  feed  of  God's  word;  fb  thefe  finners  are 
compared  to  cattle ;  called  goats  (Matt.  xxv.  32), 
in  oppofition  to  (heepi  they  are  called  bulls.  Pfalm 
Ixxiii.  30 ;  heifers  at  grafs,  Jer.  xxxiv.  6.  All 
thefe  the  fcriptures  reprefent  as  the  rebels  and  ene« 
snies  of  God  and  of  his  heritage;  and  thefe  we 
may  call  cattle,  for  God  himfelf  calls  them  the 
fame  t  and,  though  the  fame  metaphor  may  repre- 
fent a  faint  as  well  as  a  finner,  as  it  does  by  the 
prophet  Ifaiah,  who  in  one  place  calls  a  Gentile 
minifter  of  Chrift  a  ram  of  Ncbaioth  (Ifaiah  lx«  7)1 
and  in  another  pbce  a  rebellious  Edomice  appointed 
to  the  (laughter  is  called  a  ram  affo  (Ifaiah  xxxiv. 
6,  7)r  yet  God  will  judge  between  cattle  and  cattle, 
between  the  rams  and  the begoats.  Ezek. xxxiv.  17. 
This  iced  of  the  ferpent  are  likewife  compared  to 
wild  beads;  Herod  is  called  a  fox;  a  wicked  ruler 
a  bear;  Nero  a  lion;  and  a  perfecutor  of  Ch rift's 
iheep  a  wolf  Therefore  ic  appears  to  me  that  the 
fentcnce  of  God  which  he  pronounced  againft  the 
ferpent,  fell  upon  the  old  ferpent  the  d^vil  with  ^ 
I  its 
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its  weight  I  and  that  he  is  curfcd  of  God  above  al) 
the  devils^   being  the  head  of  all  apoftafy  frotn 
God,  both  of  angels  and  nnen ;  and  that  he  is  curfed 
above  all  the  iinners  of  mankind,  which  are  the 
ferpent's  feed.     But  we  fee  no  curfe  difcovering^ 
itfelf  upon  cattle  in  a  literal  fenfe,  nor  upon  the 
beaft  of  the  field,  according  to  the  above  fentencc 
of  God.     N|an7  of  them  arc  veiy  ufeful  tradable 
creatures;  the  ox  and  the  afs  are  both  brought  fofth 
po  reprove  the  ignorance  of  Ifrael :  The  ox  knoweth 
its  owner ^  and  tbi  afi  its  mafitr's  crib^  hut  Ifrael  dotb 
not  kmw»     Balaam  is  rebuked  for  fmiting  his  als^ 
and  Ifrael  for  being  a  burden  to  the  weary  beafls  ; 
and,  as  to  the  ferpents,  1  much  queftion  if  any 
alteration  ever  took  place  in  them  ^  and  it  is  re- 
markable  that,  immediately  upon  the  fall  of  man^ 
he  is  compared  to  beads :  Man  being  in  honour  abidetk 
not ;  be  is  like  the  beafis  that  feri/b.    PlaUn  xlix.  1 2* 
Take  notice  here,  that  as  foon  as  man  fell  he  be* 
ca.ne  -like  the  beads  that  perifli ;  which  makes  it 
manifeft  enough  that  the  beafts  of  the  tield,  in  the 
firft  part  of  God's  fentencc,  are  the  reprobate  part 
of  mankind,  which,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fen- 
tencc, are  called  the  ierpent's  feed.     The  ferpent 
being  curfcd  above  all   the   beafts   of  the  field 
appears  to  me  to  amount  to  this,  that  the  old 
ferpent,  the  devil,  is  curfed  above  all  the  fmner^ 
of  mankind,    and  that  reprobate  fmners  are  the 
beafts  of  the  field :  J /aid  in  my  hearty  concerning  the 
ejiate  of  the  Jons  ofmen^  that  God  might  manifeft  them^ 

and 
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mud  that  thej  fnigbt  fee  that  tbey  tbemfeh^s  are  beafts. 
Eccl.  iii.  18.  And  they  are  beafts  which  will  re- 
ceive the  fame  curie  in  the  laft  day;  the  Judge 
will  fet  the  goats  on  the  left  hand,  and  fay>  Depart^ 
ye  curjedi  into  everlafting  fire^  prepared  for  the  devil 
and  bis  angels. 

But  it  may  be  objcfted,  that  one  part  of  the 
fcrpent's  fentence  is,  Upon  tby  belly  Jhalt  sbou  go. 
I  anfwer :  belly  fometimes,  in  the  language  of  (crip- 
ture,  means  no  more  than  the  woundsj  lafties,  and 
reproaches,  of  a  guilty  confcience :  Becaufe  be  both 
9pprejfed  and  batb  forfaken  the  poor  j  becaufe  be  bath 
tfiokntfy  taken  away  an  boufe  wbicb  be  builded  noi  \ 
furely  be  Jhall  net  feel  quietnefs  in  bis  belly.    Job  xx. 
19,  20.     And  fometimes  it  fignifies  afflidion,  de- 
prefHon,  and  abafement  s  fFe  are  accounted  as  fheep 
for  flaugbter.     fVberefore  bideft  thou  tby  face,  and 
Jorgetteft  our  affliSion  and  our  opprefjion  ?  for  our  foul 
is  bowed  down  to  tbe  duft  i  our  belly  cleavetb  unto  the 
earth.    Pfalm  xliv.  24,  ^5*     And  fure  I  am  that 
Satan  feels  no  peace  in  his  confcience  $  reflefting 
on  his  former  happinefs  pierces  him ;  his  expeAa* 
tion  of  greater  mifery  torments  him  i  the  curie  and 
wrath  of  God  fmoking  in  his  confcience  ftirs  up  and 
inflames  his  enmity,  and  hurries  him  on  feeking  to* 
avenge  himfelF;  but  all  in  vain.    He  has  no  quiet- 
nefs in  his  confciencci  befeeketbrejiibutfindetbnone. 
Matt.  xii.  43* 

The  belly  of  this  ferpcnt  cleaves  to  the  duft, 
We  have  no  account  that  Satan  ever  eafes  his 


(     347     ) 

mind,  or  (pends  any  of  his  defperate  rage,  upon 
other  devik;  but  to  men  he  cleaves  dole  enough, 
and  hates  to  let  them  go;  for  it  is  upon  men, 
who  are  but  duft  and  alhes^  that  he  vents  all 
liis  fplcen.  When  the  ynclean  fpirit  went  out  of 
the  man  he  had  no  reft  till  he  returned  into  his 
houle  from  whence  he  came  out  (Matt.  xii.  44) ; 
and  the  dreadful  fenfations  of  the  beft  faint  under 
heaven  differeth  little  from  the  feelings  of  the  devil 
himfclf  when  Satan  is  fufFcrcd  (for  the  trial  of 
faith)  to  have  accefs  to  him,  and  to  influence  the 
carnal  mind  with  his  infernal  rage,  and  to  (lir  up 
the  filth  and  rebellion  of  the  heart ;  as  may  be  (eea 
by  Peter  in  Satan's  ficvci  Job  in  the  devil's  hand; 
and  the  inceftuous  Corinthian  when  delivered  up 
to  Satan*  Peter  blafphemes  (Matt.xxvi.72)i  Job 
^ets  defperate  (Job  vi.  26);  and  the  Corinthian  is 
fallowed  up  (2  Cor.  ii.y).  Men  mad,  and  men 
given  up  to  delperation  and  black  defpair,  afford 
the  moft  relief  to  Satan  of  any;  for,  when  the  old 
^rpent  has  conceived  in  his  mind  a  fre(h  burden  of 
rage  and  wrath,  he,  having  thefe  in  his  own  power, 
and  accefs  to  them  at  all  times,  fills  them  with  his 
awn  indignation,  and  that  eafes  himfelf. 

The  next  part  of  Satan's  fentence  is,  Duji  Jhdt 
thou  eat.  God  himielf  declares  of  man  that  he  is 
duft :  'Dufi  thm  art^  and  unto  duJl  thou  Jhalt  return. 
This  muft  mean  the  body,  not  the  fouL  Now  the 
apoflle  tells  us  that  every  Jin  that  a  man  doetb  is 
ffvUbout  the  body  \  but  be  that  fomndttetb  fornication 
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Jbmeth  ag^wft  bis  own  body,    i  Cor.vi.  i8.     And 
in  thefe  fle&ly  lufts  doth  Satan  delight ;  hence  be 
is  called  a  foul  fpirit,  an  unclean  fpirit ;  and  them 
who  allow  themfelves  to  live  in  all  unckannefs  are 
txprefsly  called  the  Ions  of  6elia1,    i  Sam.  ii.  1 2^ 
Judges  xix.  22.     And  this  appears  to  one  to  be 
the  lail  part  of  Satan's  fentei>ce>  for  upon  thefe 
things  Saun  feeds ;  and  whatever  change  is  made 
in  the  worft  of  finners  by  grace  it  makes  no  al- 
teration in  his  food,     The  wolf  and  tbs  lamb  JbaU 
feed  iogeiber^  and  the  Hon  fkaU  eat  firas»  like  the 
iuUcck:  and  dufi  Jhall  oe  the  ferfenfs  meat^     Tbcf 
fkail  not  hurt  or  dejiroy  in  all  my  holy  mouniain.  liaiah 
Ixv.  25.     The  whole  fencence  pafled  upon  S^tan  is 
as  follows :  And  the  Lord  God  faid  unto  the  Jerp0U, 
Bicaufe  thou  baft  done  this  thou  art  curjed  above  all 
eattie,  and  above  every  beaft  of  tb^  field  i  t^m  tby 
belly  Jbali  thou  go^  and  duft  Jhalt  thou  eat^  all  the  dit/s 
ef  thy  life :  and  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and 
the  womany  and  between  thy  feed  and  ber  feed\  it 
fimll  brmfe  thy  bead^  and  thou  fhalt  bruife  bis  beeL 
Gen.iii.  14*  15. 

I  cannot  believe  that  the  Almighty  would. talk 
in  fuch  a  way  to  a  beaft  of  the  field,  or  pals  fuch  a 
ientence  on  fo  infignificant  a  thing  as  a  lerpent, 
which  could  not  underftand  one  word  be  faid ;  nor 
do  I  believe  the  ferpent  to  be  much  more  fubtle 
than  the  ape  and  the  fbx>  until  the  devil  entered 
into  it  and  made  it  fo :  all  its  fuperior  fubtlety  was 
from  Satan.     Nor  do  I  believe  that  cattle  and 
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.-bcafts  of  cbe  field  are,  &ri&ly  fpeaking,  the  objeAs 
of  God's  wrath  and  curfc ;  for  many  convi£ted 
fioners,  under  the  dread  of  damnacion,  have  longed 
:to  be  in  their  place  j  nay,  I  myfeif  have  wiihed  it, 
and  upon  no  other  confideranon  than  this,  but 
becaufe  there  is  no  hereafter  to  them,  nor  any 
curie  upon  thenri.  I^evils  and  men  are  the  tranP 
greflbr^s  of  God's  laws ;  and  upon  thcfe,  and  upon 
00  other^  will  the  curfe  of  the  law  be  pronounced 
in  the  great  day.     And  it  (hould  be  remarked^ 

that  thofe  who  are  called  cattle  and  beads  of  the 

« 

field,  in  the  firft  part  of  the  fentence,  are  called 
the  ferpent's  feed  in  the  latter  part  of  it.  And 
thefe  we  fee  are  under  the  curie  j  and  the  enmity 
between  the  faints  of  God  and  the  feed  of  the  fer^ 
pent  fmokcs^  flames,  and  rages,  to  this  day,  and 
ever  will,  in  all  that  cleave  to  a  broken  law,  and  as 
long  as  the  curie  of  it  abides  upon  them. 

I  come  now  to  the  works  of  the  devil.     Two 
things  in  man  the  devil  abhorred : 

I.  The  image  of  God  in  h'im. 
.  3.  The  human  nature  itfelf,  becaufe  the  Sa^ 
.viour's  aflumption  of  human  nature  was  Satan's 
rock  of  pfFence.  This  was  ieen  of  all  the  angels 
in  Adam,  ibr  Adam  was  the  figure  of  him  that 
was  to  come;  therefore  the  devil  aimed  s^t  tb^ 
ruin  of  human  nature  to  prevent  ir,  and  by  that 
means  made  a  way  for  it.  The  Holy  Spirit,  who 
formed  God's  image  in  man,  and  kept  him  ihining 
in  it,  uppn  man's  fall  left  birh;    and  upon  the 

entrance 
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entrance  of  fin  it  was  wholly  defacedy  or  el(e  it  Wsl§ 
entirely  withdrawfi^  and  man  began  to  cover  with 
a  coverings  but  not  of  God's  Spirit ;  and  fo  ^dcd 
fin  to  fin.  Satan  having  brought  man  into  fm,  fift 
feparated  between  God  and  man,  and  man  feU 
tinder  the  fentcnce  of  death*  tinder  the  corfc  of 
the  law,  and  under  the  wrath  of  God.  The  devil 
having  effeded  this  his  defign,  which  is  what  Paul 
calls,  four  times  in  one  chapter,  the  offericcj  Rom.  v. 
becaufe  God  was  angry  with  man^  and  man  became 
an  enemy  to  God,  this  breach  Satan  hoped  would 
never  be  healed,  and  this  gap  never  clofed4  He, 
having  got  man  under  his  power,  drew  in  him  his 
own  image;  hence  finful  men  are  called  the  cbiUrOt 
of  the  devil,    i  John  iii.  lO. 

Now  they  are  called  the  children  of  the  devil  on 
various  accounts. 

I.  Becaufe  (as  finners)  the  devil  begot  thent^ 
S^ben^  when  luft  bath  conceived^  it  bringetb  forth  fm  j 
Md  fitly  when  it  is  Jlnified,  bringetb  forth  death. 
James  i.  1 5.  Eve  lufted  after  the  forbidden  ff uiti 
and  Satan  told  her  fhe  fliould  not  die  for  eating  it. 
Thus  (he  conceived  a  lie ;  and  Chrifl:  fays  that  the 
devil  was  a  liar  from  the  beginning ;  and^  when  be 
fpeaketh  a  lie,  befpeaketh  of  his  own,  for  he  is  a  liar, 
and  the  father  of  it.  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  who 
lied  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  are  faid  to  conceive  the 
falfehood  in  their  hearts  1  and  it  was  Satan  that 
filled  their  hearts.  A£ts  v.  3,  4.  A  whorifii  heart 
(Ezek.  vi.  9)  is  the  devil's  (trumpet)  and  th^Jball 
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M  fmre  offer  their  facrifices  unio  devils^  after  whom 
they  have  gone  a  whoring.     Levit,  xvii.  7, 

2.  They  are  called  children  of  the  devil,  becaufc 
by  fin  they  are  like  him,  and  bear  his  names. 
Satan  is  called  a  liar,  and  fo  are  all  mankind  s 
Satan  is  called  a  lion,  and  fo  are  iinful  men ;  he  is 
called  the  old  fcrpent,  and  they  arc  called  Jerpents^ 
and  a  generation  of  vipers.  Matt,  xxiii.  23*  Satan 
is  called  a  deftroyerj  becaufe  he  has  deftroyed  all 
mankind,  and  aims  to  deftroy  the  (heep  of  Chrift ; 
and  finners  are  called  the  dejlroyers  of  God^s  heritage. 
Jer.  1.  II.  Satan  is  called  an  enemy,  and  repro- 
bate finners  are  the  fame;  they  hate  both  Chrift 
and  his  Father ;  and  all  the  faints  are  to  be  hated 
of  all  fuch  men  for  Chrift's  name  fake. 

3.  They  bear  the  image  of  the  devil. 

God's  image  was  glorious :  Man  is  the  image  and 
glory  of  God  ( i  Cor.  xi.  7) ;  Satan's  image  is  difgracc 
and  (hame.     Rom.  vi.  ai. 

God's  image  was  honour ;  Man  being  in  honour 
alidetb  not  (Pfalm  xlix.  12):  Satan's  image  is 
difhonour.     i  Cor.  xv.  43. 

God's  image  is  light;  But  we  alU  with  open  face 
beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are 
changed  into  the  fame  image  (2  Cor.  iii.  18):  Satan's 
image  is  darkncfs;  The  God  of  this  world  blinds  the 
mind.     2  Cor.  iv.  3,  4. 

The  image  of  God  is  uprightnefs;  God  made  man 
upright  (EccL  vii.  ^9) :  the  devil's  image  is  per- 

verfenefs ; 
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♦erfencfej  Aperverfe  and  crooked  generation.  Dcut'. 
Xxxii.  5. 

<jod^s  image  is  wifdom  and  knowledge ;  Put  on 
Hfe  new  many  fvhicb  is  renewed  in  knowledge,  after  the 
image  ofbim  that  created  bim  (CoL  iii.  10) :  the  dc- 
^\Vs  image  is  blindnefs  and  ignorance;  Having 
the  underftanding  darkened,  being  alienated  from  the 
life  if  God,  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  he^ 
ioufe  of  the  blindnefs  of  their  heart.    Eph,  iv.  iB. 

God's  iniage  is  created  in  true  holinefs  (Eph.  iv.  24); 
the  devirs  image  is  nothing  but  (iik 

God's  image  is  rigbteottfnejs  (Eph.  iv.  14) ;  Sa* 
tan^s  image  is  guilt  and  condemnation.  Rom.  v.  16. 

God*s  image  is  love;  he  that  loveth  is  born  of 
Gcd,  and  knotvcth  God  (1  John  iv.7):  rhe  devirs 
image  is  efmity  againfl  God.     Rom<  viii.  7. 

God's  image  was  lifc^  the  devil's  image  is  death. 
This  image  our  firft  parent's  conceived,  and  in 
this  fallen  man  propagates  his  feed:  be  begat  a 
Jon  in  his  own  likenejs,  after  his  image  (Gen.  v.  3); 
and  this  image  God  hates.  As  a  dream  when  cne 
awaketh ;  Jo,  O  Lord,  when  thou  awakejl,  thou  fhalt 
dejpije  their  image.  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  20.  Every  one 
that  is  found  in  the  day  of  judgment  in  Satan's 
image  will  be  fent  away  from  Chrift,  and  will  go 
with  the  devil  and  his  angels. 

4.  Men  are  called  the  children  of  tlie  devil,  be- 

caufe  they  do  his  works;    and  they  begin  their 

works  juft  as  he  did.     The  devil  began  with  lying, 

7  and 
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amd  To  do  all  his  children :  Tie  wicked  are  efifanged 
from  the  womb  j  tbey  go  aftray  as  Joon  as  they  are 
bomyjpeakmg  lies.  Pfarm  Iviii.  3.  Hence  our  Lord 
fays,  Te  are  of  your  father  the  deftly  and  ihe  lujis  of 
your  father  ye  will  will  do.    John  viii.  44. 

5.  In  Satan's  image  the  kingdom  of  the  devil 
ftands.  There  are  but  two  forts  of  children,  chil- 
dren of  God  and  children  of  the  devil.  Over 
God's  children  Satan  reigns  nor,  but  in  his  own 
children  he  reigns  and  rules ;  -and  his  empire  ftands 
in  his  own  image,  and  in  nothing  elfe.  The  fouls 
of  finners  are  his  throne,  and  the  heart  his  palace* 
fVben  a  ftrong'  man  armed  keepetb  his  palace,  bis 
goods  are  in  peace.  Luke  x\.  21.  Compare  with 
Ifaiah  liii.  1 2.  Wherein  in  time  pafl  ye  walked  ac-- 
cording  to  the  courfe  of  this  world,  according  to  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  Jpirit  that  now  . 
workeib  in  the  children  of  dif obedience.     Eph.  ii.  a. 

• 

And  all  the  time  that  Satan  keeps  the  palace  men  , 
arc  nothing  but  drudges  and  flaves  to  him,  for  he 
works  in  the  children  of  difobedience  i  he  holds 
them  in  his  fnare,  and  leads  them  at  his  plea- 
fure.  If  God  peradventure  will  give  them  repentance 
to  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth-,  and  that  they 
may  recover  tbemf elves  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  devil ^ 
who  are  taken  captive  by  him  at  his  will.    2  Tim.  ii. 

as,  26. 

The  devils  have  ercfted  a  fort  of  empire  and 
government  annong  thcmfelves,  as  appears  from 

A  a  what 
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what  the  w6Tc!  of  God  fays.  Cluift,  at  Wis  death, 
is  faid  to  /poil  principalities  and  powers  i  be  made  a 
Jbew  of  them  openly^  triumphing  aver  them  on  the 
crofs.  CoKiui5.  And  \ve  read  of  a  kingdom 
which  the  devil  has  ufurpcd :  Jf  Satan  be  divided 
agalnji  himjelf^  bow  JhaH  his  kingdom  ftand  ?  We 
read  likewife  of  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of  the  devils ; 
and  it  (hould  feem  that,  they  attend  upon  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  their  infernal  empire  fcvcrally. 
That  of  murdering  and  lying  our  Lord  charges 
upon  the  devil  and  Satan.  The  man  of  fin  alfo, 
with  his  falfe  doCbrine,  which  is  called  all  deceive* 
ableneifs  of  unrighteoufnefs  in  them  that  perilh,  is 
faid  to  be  after  the  coming  of  Satan,  who  is  the 
head  of  the  apoftafy,  the  chief  and  king  of  the 
devils  and  of  all  finners. 

Unclean  finners  arc  called  children  of  Belial. 

The  covetous  are  palmed  upon  Mammon. 

And  idolaters  upon  all  the  devils.  But  I  Jay^ 
t)>at  the  things  which  the  Gentiles  Jacrificedy  thty 
Jacrificedto  devils ^  and  not  to  God:  and  I  would  not 
thatyejhould  have  fellowjhip  with  devils,  i  Cor.  x.  20. 
1  come  now  to  treat  of  the  manifcftation  of  the  Son 
of  God. 

Ttat  he  might  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil. 
1  he  fcriptures  declare  that  Chrift  hath  deftroyed 
the  devil's  works,  and  even  the  devil  himfelf  i  for 
Paul  fays  that  through  death  Cbrifi  deftroyed  bim 
that  had  the  power  of  deaths  fbat  is,  the  devil  \  and 
^  delivered 
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U^lit'gfed  them  wbo^  through  tbc  fsdr  of  deaths 
V)tre  all  their  life-time  JubjeSl  to  bondage.  Hcb.  ii. 
14,  15. 

Thefe  things,  which  the  word  of  God  cjfclarci 
(diough  widi  which  the  face  of  things  in  the 
world  does  not  fccm  to  agree),  are  not  a  little 
puzzling  to  weak  believers ;  for  we  hear  of  the 
whole  kingdom  of  the  beaft  being  full  of  dark* 
nefs,  and  whole  nations  ftill  in  idolatry;  and  evert 
in  this  land,  where  the  truth  is  continued,  every 
old  hcrcfy  is  revived,  and  every  doftrine  of  devils 
advanced  and  defended,  and  all  forts  of  profanity 
riding  in  triumph.  And,  as  for  religion,  a  dead. 
form  prevails  every  where;  nay,  among  profeflbrs. 
themfclves,  how  many  have  a  name  to  live  and  are 
dead  ?  Legions  of  impol^ors  fifl  the  pulpit,  and 
fwarms  of  hypocrites  the  pews  j  fo  that  there  are 
but  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis. 

This  wonder  arifes  from  our  ignorance  of  the 
fcriptures.  Chrift  never  undcrtool^  in  behalf  of 
any  but  the  cleft  of  God,  nor  will  he  ever  deftroy 
the  devifs  works  out  of  any  foul  living  but  our 
of  the  objefts  of  his  own  choice.  Very  early 
intimations  were  given  of  this :  for,  at  the  fame 
time  that  God  declared  the  feed  of  the  woman 
Ihould  bruifc  the  ftrpent's  head,  he  aflig'ned  % 
iecd  to  the  ferpent,  which  are  called  the  children 
of  the  devil ;  between  whom  ancf  the  feed  of  the 
voman  God  put  enmity,   which  foon  appeared 

A  a  2  in, 
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in  Cain  and  AbeU  Abel  was  a  child  of  God  by^ 
hith^  as  all  the  ele^  are  and  (hall  be :  and  Cain 
was  of  that  wicked  one,  and  flew  him.  And  in 
this  matter  the  two. feeds  were  made  manifeft, 
and  the  enmity  that  was  put  between  them.  And 
even  among  the  Jews,  inftead  of  the  devil's 
works  being  dcftroyed  out  of  them,  Chrift  de- 
clared that  the  devil  (hould  fall  with  greater  force 
upon  them  after  his  departure,  as  it  is  written^ 
ff^en  the  unclean  Jpirii  is  gone  wit.  of  a  man^  be 
tvalketb  through  dry  places ^  feeking  reft^  and  finding 
none:  Then  he  Jaith^  I  will  return  into  my  hotffe^ 
from  whence  J  eame  out;  and  when  be  is,  come  be 
Jhtdetb  it  empty,  /wept,  and  gamijbed.  Then  goetb 
be,  and  takeib  with  himfelfjeven  other  Jpirits  mare 
wicked  than  him/elf,  and  they  enter  in '  dnd  dwell 
there:  and  the  laft  fiate  of  that  man  is  worje  than  the 
fiffl.  Even  Jo  Jhall  it  be  alfo  unto  this  wicked  gexe^ 
ration.  Matt  xii.  43 — 45.  Thefe  Jews  are  called 
$atan's  own  boufe.  The  gofpel  of  Chrift  tor- 
menting him,  he  left  it;  and  at  his  return  he 
claims  it  ftill  .as  his  own :  and,  in  order  to  repof&fs 
it  with  more  iirmnefs  and  fortitude,  he  goes  and 
takes  to  himfelf  feven  other  ipirits,  more  wicked 
than  himfelf  (by  which  it  appears  that  fome  devils 
are  more  defperately  wicked  than  others),  and 
thcfe  enter  in  and  dwell  there :  and,  if  their  laft 
ftate  is  worfe  than  the  firft,  neither  the  devils  nor 
their  works  were  ever  deftroyed  out  of  them^ 

Even 


« * 


(    3S7    ) 

Even  where  the  gcrfpel  comes  the  ftcd  of  the  fcr- 
peAt  only  fin  and  rage  the  more:  Behold,  ye  de- 
J^fersy  and  wonder ,  and  ferijh :  for  I  work  a  work 
inyottr  days,  a  work  which  you  Jhall  in  no  wife  believe 
f hough  a  man- declare  it  unto  you,  A£ts  xiii.  41. 
Thefe '  defpifers  are  no  other  than  the  ferpent's 
ieed ;  between  whom  and  the  faints  God  has  put 
enmityl  Thefe,  inftead  of  believing  in  Chrift, 
defend  the  empire  of  Satan  to  the  uttermoft. 
Some  of  the  pagan  Roman  empA^rors  abdicated 
their  thrones,  and  died  in  defpair,  only  becaufe 
they  could  not  extirpate  the  Chriftians;  and  othersi 
armed  themfelves,  in  the  days  of  Conftantine,  and 
appeared  in  open  war,  and  fought  with  the  devil 
at  their  heads  vindicating  Satan's  caufe  at  the  ex- 
penfc  of  a  fea  of  blood  j  and  even  pcrifhed  in  fup- 
port  of  the  deviPs  ufurpation :  And  there  was  war 
in  heaven :  Michael  and  his  angels  fought  againft  the 
dragon  j  and  the  dragon  fought  and  his  angels ^  and 
prevailed  not ;  neither  was  their  place  found  any  more 
in  heaven.  And  the  great  dragon  was  caji  out^  that 
oldferpenty  called  the  devil  and  Satan,  which  deceivetb 
the  whole  world:  be  was  caft  out  iitto  the  earth,  and 
his  angels  were  caft  put  with  him.  Rev.  xii.  7 — 9, 
And  even  John  himfelf,  the  penman  of  my  text, 
fpcaks  very  ftrongly  of  the  univcrfal  poffcffibn.of 
Satan  when  he  fays.  And  we  know  that  we  are  of 
Cody  and  the  whole  world  lieth  in  wickednefs.  1  John 
▼•  1 9.  The  firft  ftep  taken  in  deftroying  the  devil's 
works,  was 
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The  infearnation  of  Ghrift;  for,  as  the  cHildrcii 
wtre  partakers  of  flefli  and  bloody  he  likcwile 
took  part  of  the  fame.  This  bringing  Godhead 
and  manhood  together  brought  God  and  man  tOi^ 
gcther  i  hence  he  is  called  Emanuel,  or  God  with 
u^.  To  this  the  PfaUnift  alludes  when  he  fays» 
Z^t  ihy  hand  be  upon  the  mm  of  tby  rigbl  bamt, 
upon  the  Son  of  man^  iffbom  thou,  baft  made  ftrmg 
fpr  thy/elf.  Pfalm  Ixxx.  17.  The  ftrength  of 
this  man  lies  in  the  union  between  the  two  na- 
tures^  which  was  to  anf^ver  all  the  good  purpofes 
of  God  towards  men  in  deftroying  the  devil's 
worksj  and  in  fetting  up  an  empire  of  grace  on  its 
ruin. 

The  Son  of  God  was  manifefted,  or,  as  Paul 
inys,  Qreat  is  the  my  fiery  of  godline/s ;  God  was  ma^ 
nifeft  in  tbeflejby  juftified  in  the  Spiri/,  feen  of  angels^ 
preached  unto  the  Gentiles^  believed  on  in  tbf  worlds 
received  up  into  glory,  i  Tim.  iii.  i(5.  Now  the 
Godhead  was  manifefted  by  the  miracles  he 
wrought.  I'bis  beginning  of  miracles  did  Jefus  in 
Cana  qf  Galilee,  and  manifffted  forth  his  glory.  Johq 
ii.  IK  By  raifing  the  dead ;  by  rebuking  the  fea 
and  th^  winds  1  by  his  authority  over  the  devilS| 
and  their  fears  and  tremblings  at  his  prefence  $  by 
the  adoration  and  worfhip  given  him  both  by  mea 
and  angels;  by  the  Father*s  vgice  three  times 
from  heaven  giving  teftimony  to  him;  by  the 
vifiblc  defcpnt  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ppon  him ;  by 
the  power,  wifdQm,  and  majefty,  of  hij  word ;  by 

th« 
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the  communications  of  pardoning  and  every  other 

grace;  by  eternal  life  attending  his  voice;  by  the 

heavenly  light  that  ihone  into  the  hearts  and  fouls 

of  men;  by  the  change  made  in  the  woril  of  fii)- 

ners ;  by  his  transfiguration  on  the  mount ;  by  his; 

patience^  humility,  and  fortitude  in  death ;  by  the 

prodigies  that  appeared   in  the  earth,    in  rocks, 

graves,  and  the  veil  of  the  temple  rending,  when. 

he  yielded  up  the  ghoft ;  by  his  fefurreftion  from 

the  dead,  and  his  appearances  to  his  own  followers 

afterwards;  by  his  afcenfion  into  heaven  in  (ight 

of  eleven  witneffes ;  by  the  coming  of  the  Holy 

Ghoft,  as  the  fruit  and  cfFcdt  of  his  mediation ;  by. 

the  mii-aculous  power  difplayed  in  th«  apoftles; 

by  the  converQon  of  Jew  and  Gentile ;  by  the  un-« 

paralleled  fortitude  of  his  martyrs;    and  by  the 

irrefiftible  fpread  of  his  kingdom  in  the*  world,  in 

the  face  of  all  oppofition,    both  from  men  and 

devils,  and  by  its  continuance  to  this  day;  Gcd 

was  manifeft  in  tbeftijb. 

Men  with  their  bodily  eyes  Htw  his  flefli,  before 
his  death  and  after  his  refurredlion,  and  no  more ; 
but  the  eye  of  faith  faw  God  /liine  in  it,  and  (hine 
through  it.     G%d  ivMS  manifeft  in  tbeflejh. 

2.  At  eight  days  old  Emanuel  was  circumcifcd, 
and  by  that  ordinance  he  became  a  debtor  in 
man's  room ;  yea,  we-  put  off  the  body  of  tbefms  of 
the  fiejb  by  the  circumcifwn  of  Chrift  (Col  ii.  1 1)  ; 
and  if  we  put  off  our.  fins  by  Chrift's  circumcifion, 
then,  by  the  fame  ceremony,  he  took  them  oa 
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himfel^.  In  the  life  of  our  furety  a  perfeft  obe-^ 
dience  was  given  to  every  precept  of  the  law. 
He  bore  our  fins  in  his  own  body;  he  received 
our  fencences  he  endured  the  curfe^  by  being 
made  2  curie  for  us;  he  fufFered  all  the  wrath 
revealed  in  a  broken  law^  and  died  in  our  ftead^ 
the  juft  for  the  unjuft;  and  in  this  he  cffe&ually 
deftroyed  the  works  of  the  devil  for  us.  Upon 
this  finifhed  work  the  law  was  magnified  and  ho- 
noured for  evermore,  God  was  reconciled  and 
well  ple^fed,  the  debt-book  cancelled  and  nailed 
to  the  crofs,  iniquities  were  removed  in  one  day^ 
and  an  a£b  of  grace  took  place  in  heaven^  that, 
by  the  bleod  of  the  covenant,  a  gaol- delivery 
fiiould  be  proclaimed  to  all  the  king*^  debtors. 
And  upon  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift  our  difcharge 
was  obtained,  truth  was  cleared,  and  the  covenant 
confirmed ;  the  wrath  of  God  was  appeafed,  the 
fword  of  juftice  Ihcathed,  fins  purged,  and  man 
vras  ranfomeds  the  grave  was  vanquifhed,  death 
fwallowed  up  in  viftory,  the  devifs  works  by 
Chrift  deftroyed,  and  apoftate  and  apoftatizing 
man  made  nigh  to  God  by  the  blood  of  Chrift. 

But  he  deftroys  the  works  of  the  devil  in  us  as 
well  asy^r  us  j  tor,  upon  the  acceflion  of  Chrift  to 
the  right  hand  of  God,  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  received 
and  fent  forth  to  take  poflefTion  of  the  Lord's 
purchafed  inheritance ;  and  upon  his  coming  the 
devil  is  caft  out  of  the  human  heart,  the  atone« 
mcnt  of  Chrift  is  applied  to  purge  the  confciencej 
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the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  put  on  fat 
juftiBcation,  and  tu>ndemnation  is  remoyed;  the 
wadiing  of,  regeneration  defaces  the  devirs  image, 
and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  reinftamps 
once  nnore  the  image  of  Godj  while  the  poor 
finner  ftands  lyondering  at  the  fight^  and  melting 
in  the  powei.  yfll  we,  with  open  face  beholding  as 
in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lordy  are  changed  inta 
the  fame  image  from  glory  to  glory ^  even  as  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.  2  Cor.  iii.  iv8«  This  blefled 
image  is, 

1.  Glorious  light. 

2.  Renewed  in  knowledge. 

3.  In  uprightnefs  of  heart. 

4.  In  righteoufnefs. 

5.  In  true  holinefs.  ^  , 

6.  In  heavenly-mrndednefs. 

7.  In  the  life  of  faith. 

8.  In  peace  and  friendfliip  with  God. — And  in 
thefe  (land  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  in  nothing 
elfe.  Put  on  the  new  man^  which  after  God  is  created 
in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs.  Eph.  iv.  24.  This 
new  man  is  the  whole  wdrk  of  grace,  and  the 
whole  of  implanted  grace;  and  in  this  (lands  the 
kingdom  of  God;  for  even  for  fhall  grace  reign 
through  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life  by  Jefus  Chrift 
our  Lord.'  Rom.  v.  21.  Chrift's  feed  are  Chrift's 
fubjccls.  Gbrift  reigns  over  his  own  children :  Let 
the  children  of  Zion  rejoice  in  their  king.  Chrift'a 
children  bear  his  image.     We  are  are  fredefiinated 
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to  he  confirmed  to  the  image  of  bis  ^cn.     And  his 
kingdom  (lands  in  his  own  image..    The  kingdom 
ftands  in  rigbieoufnejs^  peace^  and  joy,  in  the  Holy 
Gboft.    But  they  that  haire  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
are  none  of  his ;  for  'he  produces  all  grace  in  us, 
and  fets  up  jtnd  mainuins  the  Mefiiah's  kingdom 
in  the  heart.     This  cuts  off  and  cafti  out  all  that 
make  a  fair  (how  in  the  flelh ;  and,  to  complete 
this  work,  we  are  delivered  from  the  law  under 
which  all  the  feed  of  the  ferpent  continue,  being 
tinder  the  curfe  that  was  palled  upon  Satan,  and 
on  all  his  feed  in  him ;  and  we  are  brought  under 
the  everlafting  love,  grace,  and  mercy,  of  God  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  which  are  all  iecured  to  us  by  cove- 
nant.     The  remains  of  Satan's  corruption,  by  the 
faints  called  the  old  man,  is  to  continue  in  being 
until  death,  as  a  fpur  to  our  diligence,  and  to 
magnify  the  grace  and  power  of  God  in  us ;  both 
which  are  all-fufficienr,  and  evidently  appear  to  be 
fo  when  we  are  the  rnoft  weakened  and  difmaycd 
by  this  body  of  death.     The  working  of  it  confifts 
chiefly  in   unbelief,    enmity,    rebellion,    and  the 
workings  of  uncleannefs  in  the  carnal  mind,  and 
in  ftriving  mod  to  oppofe  when  the  faint  is  moft 
bent  upon  good.     But  this  old   man  was  con- 
demned in  Chrift  crucified  when  he  died :  he  is 
put  off  when  the  new  man  is  put  on :  is  to  have 
bis  requefts  daily  denied ;  ihall  never  be  imputed 
to  us  as  fm;  is  to  be  put  off  for  good  and  all 
with  the  body  at  death,  and  pcver  to  be  fcen  or 

felt 
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felt  more.  And,  at  the  refurrefkion^  the  Spiric 
that  now  dwells  in  us  fliall  quicken  our  mortal 
bodies,  and  fafhion  them  like  unto  the  glorious 
body  of  Chrift ;  and  then  (hall  the  devil  and  all 
his  feed  perilh  in  their  own  corruption,  and  be 
deilroyed  with  endlefs  deftruAion  from  the  prefence 
of  God^  and  from  the  glory  of  his  powers  for  the 
inoqth  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts  hath  ipoken  it* 
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